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Compiled  by  Mrs  X.  1).  Blamire 
Kn tries  are  in  single  list  with  reference  to: 


(1)  every  significant  mention  of  each  species,  not  only  in  titles,  but  also  within  the  text  of 
papers,  notes  and  letters,  including  all  those  appearing  in  such  lists  as  the  'Report  on  rare 
birds  in  Great  Britain  in  1987',  but  excluding  those  in  'Monthly  reports'.  ‘Recent  reports', 
'News  and  comment  , requests  and  reviews; 

(2)  scientific  nomenclature  under  generic  names  onlv  and  following  The  'British  Birds'  List  of 
Birds  oj  the  Western  Balearctic  (1984); 

(3)  authors  of  all  papers,  notes,  reviews  and  letters,  and  photographers;  papers  are 
referred  to  In  their  titles,  other  contributions  as  ‘note  on',  ‘review  of*,  etc.; 

(4)  a few  subject  headings,  i.e.  'Announcements',  'Breeding  . Display  . ‘Kditorials’,  ‘Field 


characters’,  ‘Food’,  ‘News  and  comment',  '( 
‘Recent  reports’,  ‘Requests',  ‘Roosting’  and  ' 

(3)  ‘Reviews'  and  'Short  reviews',  which 
alphabetical  order  of  authors  reviewed. 

Accentor.  Black-throated.  Kuropean  news, 
33b,  plates  179-81 
— . Siberian.  Kuropean  news.  336 
Accipiter  gentilis,  see  Goshawk 

nisus,  see  Sparrowhawk 

Acklam,  Geoffrey , Kuropean  news,  14-23. 
330-40 

Aavcephahts  agricola,  see  \\  arbler.  Paddy  fie  Id 

anindinaceus.  see  Warbler.  Great  Reed 

— grixeldis . see  Warbler,  Basra  Reed 

diiHietorum.  see  Warbler.  Blyth’s  Reed 

melanopogon,  see  Warbler,  Moustached 

paludicola.  see  Warbler.  Aquatic 

- palustris.  see  Warbler.  Marsh 

schoenobaenus.  see  \\  arbler.  Sedge 

scirpaceus.  see  \\  arbler.  Reed 

stentoreus . see  Warbler.  Clamorous 

Reed 

Aegithalos  caudatus.  see  lit.  Kong-tailed 
Aeg\pius  monachas.  see  \ ulture.  Black 
Agar,  Nigel,  note  on  possible  sap-sucking  by 
Long-tailed  Tits,  240 
Ai\  sponsa.  see  Duck.  Carolina 
Alanda  arcensis.  see  Skylark 

guigida,  see  Skvlark,  Oriental 

Albatross,  Kuropean  news,  14 

, Black-browed,  summering  in  Shetland 

1985,  105;  summering  in  Shetland  1986. 
421:  accepted  records  1986-7.  539 
Aha  torda.  see  Razorbill 


bituaries’.  Rarities  Committee".  'Recorders', 
Alice'; 

are  listed  together  under  these  headings  in 


Alcedo  alibis,  see  Kingfisher 
Alderfer.  Jonathan,  photograph  of  Klegant 
Tern.  220,  plate  127 
Alectoris  chukar , see  Chukar 
Alev.  Peter  H..  note  on  l eal  with  abnormal 
'face'  pattern.  393-4 

Alexander,  S.  M.  1)..  photographs  of  King 
Kider,  523.  plates  267-8 
A lie  alle.  see  Auk.  Little 
Allsopp.  Keith,  and  Dawson.  Ian.  monthly 
reports,  see  under  individual  months,  i.e.. 
January  reports,  etc. 

Alstrom,  Per,  and  Mild,  Krister,  letter  on 
calls  of  Blyth's  Pipit.  655 

. . and  Olsson.  Urban,  letter  on 

taxonomy  of  Yellow-browed  Warblers, 
656-7 

Amandava  amandava.  see  Avadavat 
Ammodramus  sanduichensis.  see  Sparrow. 
Savannah 

Animopetdix  griseogularis.  see  See-see 
Anas  acuta,  see  Pintail 

arnericana.  see  Wigeon.  American 

clvprata.  see  Shovelor 

crecca.  see  Leal 

discors.  see  Teal.  Blue-winged 

fonnosa.  see  Leal.  Baikal 

peneiope.  see  Wigeon 

platrrhxnchos.  see  Mallard 

querquedida.  see  Carganev 
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Anas  rubripes,  see  Duck,  American  Black 

strepera,  see  Gadwall 

Andersen,  Lars  Norgaard,  and  Dissing, 
Henrik,  European  news,  14-23,  330-40 
Announcements:  the  British  Birds  Christ- 
opher Helm  collection,  ZdlPvol.  V,  Birds  of 
Africa  vol.  3,  Birds  of  India  and  Pakistan 
compact  edition,  new  books  in  British 
BirdShop,  your  BB  reference  number, 
binding  your  BB , front  cover  designs  for 
sale.  Bird  Photograph  of  the  Year,  Bird 
Illustrator  of  the  Year,  the  Richard 
Richardson  Award,  the  PJC  Award,  Best 
recent  black-and-white  bird-photographs, 
30-3;  do  you  get  your  BB  late?,  new  books 
in  British  BirdShop,  79;  Young  Ornitho- 
logists of  the  Year,  Bird  Illustrator  of  the 
Year  1988,  change  of  address  of  BB 
binders,  Seabirds  delay,  new  items  in  Brit- 
ish BirdShop,  138;  ‘The  Famous  Grouse’ 
Christmas  whisky  puzzle:  the  solution, 
winners  of  free  subscriptions,  Internatio- 
nal Neotropical  Bird  Society,  Raptor 
Research  Meeting,  Birdwatcher’s  Guides, 
Birdwatching  with  Bill  Oddie , exclusive  British 
Birds  ties,  BW  P Special  Offer,  new  books  in 
British  BirdShop,  184-7;  West  Palearctic 
List  Committee,  reduced  subscriptions  to 
BB,  new  books  in  British  BirdShop,  241-3; 
new  items  in  British  BirdShop,  285;  the 
BB  trip  to  Thailand  1988,  the  BB  trip  to 
Thailand  in  1989,  Congress  on  ‘Expan- 
sion and  Regression  of  Species’,  post  early 
to  avoid  disappointment,  new  books  in 
British  BirdShop,  340-1,  plate  182;  BB- 
Sunbird  tour  to  Israel,  International  Bird 
Identification,  new  books  in  British  Bird- 
Shop,  photographs  and  drawings  may  be 
for  sale,  403-4;  the  Arcachon  tern,  special 
offers  in  British  BirdShop.  473;  X ot  BB  III, 
new  books  in  British  BirdShop,  BB- 
Sunbird  trip  to  Canary  Islands,  BB- 
Sunbird  tour  around  New  Zealand,  XX 
IOC,  533-4;  Exclusive  special  offer,  new 
books  in  British  BirdShop,  money  mat- 
ters, 601;  thank  you  to  our  sponsors, 
special  offer  to  BB  subscribers,  new  books 
in  British  BirdShop,  free  advertising  for 
subscribers,  binding  your  BB,  your  Janu- 
ary issue,  Bird  Photograph  of  the  Year, 
Best  recent  black-and-white  bird- 
photographs,  Bird  Illustrator  of  the  Year, 
682-3 

Anser  albifrons,  see  Goose,  White-fronted 

anser,  see  Goose,  Greylag 

brachyrhynchus,  see  Goose,  Pink-footed 

- eiythropus,  see  Goose,  Lesser  White- 
fronted 

Jabalis,  see  Goose,  Bean 


Ant-chat,  suggested  name  change,  369 
Anthreptes  metallicus,  see  Sunbird,  Nile  \ alley 
Anthropoides  virgo,  see  Crane,  Demoiselle 
Anthus  ceivinus,  see  Pipit,  Red-throated 

godlewskii,  see  Pipit,  Blyth’s 

gustavi,  see  Pipit,  Pechora 

hodgsoni,  see  Pipit,  Olive-backed 

novaeseelandiae,  see  Pipit,  Richard’s 

petrosus,  see  Pipit,  Rock 

pratensis,  see  Pipit,  Meadow 

rubescens,  see  Pipit,  Buff-bellied 

spinoletta,  see  Pipit,  Water 

April  reports,  410-5,  plates  201-10 
Apiis  apus,  see  Swift 

melba,  see  Swift,  Alpine 

pallidas,  see  Swift,  Pallid 

unicolor , see  Swift,  Plain 

Aquila  chiysaetos , see  Eagle,  Golden 

clanga,  see  Eagle,  Spotted 

heliaca,  see  Eagle,  Imperial 

pomaiina,  see  Eagle,  Lesser  Spotted 

rapax,  see  Eagle,  Tawny/Steppe 

Aragiies,  A.,  letter  on  black-throated  and 
white-throated  Black-eared  Wheatears  in 
Spain,  472 

A i dea  cinerea , see  Heron,  Grey 

purpurea,  see  Heron,  Purple 

— melanocephala,  see  Heron,  Black-headed 
Ardeola  ralloides,  see  Heron,  Squacco 
Arenaria  interpres,  see  Turnstone 
Arlott,  Norman,  short  review,  675 
Arnold,  Sue,  presenting  ‘Bird  Photograph  of 
the  Year’  award,  476,  plates  235-6 
Athene  noctua,  see  Owl,  Little 
Atkin,  Keith,  photograph  of  Pectoral  Sand- 
piper, 42,  plate  17;  of  Pomarine  Skua,  46, 
plate  23;  of  Red-necked  Grebe,  48,  plate 
33;  of  ‘headless’  Swift,  85,  plate  42;  of 
Richard’s  Pipit,  92,  plate  54;  of  Manx 
Shearwater,  137,  161,  plate  73,  89;  of 
Little  Auk,  141,  plate  76;  of  Night  Heron, 
541,  plate  279;  of  Red-rumped  Swallow, 
576,  plates  299-300 

, , el  ah,  suggested  changes  to  the 

English  names  of  some  Western  Palearc- 
tic  birds,  355-77 

Atkinson,  Phil,  photograph  of  Booted  Warb- 
ler, 42,  plate  16;  of  Black-winged  Stilt, 
412,  plate  202 

August  reports,  660-4,  plates  346-52 
Auk,  Little,  European  news,  19,  335;  photo- 
graphs, 191-2,  plates  76-7 
Avadavat,  suggested  name  change,  373 
Avocet,  British  breeding  records  1985,  113; 
European  news,  332;  suggested  name 
change,  363;  British  breeding  records 
1986,  432 

Aythva  collaris,  see  Duck,  Ring-necked 
ferina,  see  Pochard 


Index  to  Volume  81 


689 


Aythya  fuligula,  see  Duck,  Tufted 
- mania , see  Scaup 
— nyroca , see  Duck,  Ferruginous 


Babbler,  Brown,  suggested  name  change, 
371 

Backhurst,  G.  C'.,  see  Pearson,  1).  J. 

Baker,  Kevin,  identification  of  Siberian  and 
other  forms  of  Lesser  Whitethroat,  382- 
90;  note  on  identification  of  Pallas’s 
Grasshopper  W arbler,  645-6 
Bartlett,  Flspeth,  note  on  Mallards  diving 
like  sawbills  in  deep,  fast-flowing  water, 
79 

Bartramia  longicauda,  see  Sandpiper,  Upland 
Baumanis,  Janis,  Kuropean  news,  14-23, 
330-40 

Beecroft,  Roger,  photographs  of  Pechora 
Pipit,  454-60,  plates  219,  221-2,  226 
Bee-eater,  Kuropean  news,  335;  suggested 
name  change,  367;  accepted  records  1987, 
571 

Bennett,  G.  J.  I„,  European  news,  14-23, 
330-40 

Berg,  Hans-Martin,  European  news,  330-40 
Bessant,  J.,  photographs  of  Alpine  Swift, 
351,  plates  187-8 

Best  recent  black-and-white  bird- 
photographs,  505-15,  plates  244-59 
Binoculars  and  telescopes  survey,  149-60 
Bird  Illustrator  of  the  Year  1988,  299-305; 

award  presentation,  605,  plate  313 
Bird  Photograph  of  the  War  1988,  226-32, 
plates  135-9;  award  presentation,  476, 
plates  235-6 

Birdcrall:  1,  trail-walking.  678-80 
Bittern,  British  breeding  records  1985,  105; 
European  news,  331;  suggested  name 
change,  358;  British  breeding  records 
1986,  421-2 

, American,  European  news,  331 

, Eittle,  photographs,  414,  plates  206-7; 

summering  in  Britain  1986,  422;  accepted 
records  1987.  541,  574,  plate  296 

, Schrenck’s  Eittle.  suggested  name 

change,  358 

Blackbird,  barred  leucistic  juveniles,  183-4; 
wintering  numbers  in  Britain,  232-3;  male 
feeding  wasps  to  young,  239:  laying  eggs 
on  bare  vegetation  debris,  325;  suggested 
name  change,  370;  laying  eggs  on  bare 
ground,  600;  British  population  esti- 
mates, 614-22,  plate  324 
Blincow,  J.  A.,  photographs  of  Elegant 
ferns,  219,  plates  123-4 
Bluetail,  Red-flanked.  European  news,  20, 
336 


Bluethroat,  British  breeding  records  1985, 

1 18-9;  photographs,  413,  plates  203-5; 
European  news,  336 

Boardman,  P.  R.,  photographs  of  Eittle 
Egret,  44,  plates  20-1;  of  Bluethroat,  413, 
plate  204;  of  Eittle  Egret,  480.  plate  238; 
of  Caspian  fern,  524,  plates  269-70;  of 
Red-rumped  Swallow,  611,  plate  319;  of 
Terek  Sandpiper,  611,  plate  321 
Bobolink,  European  news,  339;  weather 
patterns  and  transatlantic  vagrancy,  484- 
6;  accepted  record  1986,  593 
Bonibycilla  garrulus , see  Waxwing 
Bonasa  bonasia,  see  Grouse,  Hazel 
Bond,  T.  E.,  photograph  of  Cliff  Swallow, 
451,  plate  217;  of  Kestrel,  507,  plate  244; 
of  Ring-billed  Gull,  507,  plate  245 
Booby,  Brown,  European  news,  14,  330 
Botaum.s  lentiginosus,  see  Bittern.  American 

St e Haris,  see  Bittern 

Bottomley,  J.  B.  and  S..  photograph  of  Ring- 
billed Gull,  126,  plate  64;  of  Roval  ferns. 
Sandwich  ferns  and  Laughing  Gulls,  213, 
plate  lit);  of  Curlew,  392.  plate  195 
Bourne,  W.  R.  P.,  letters  on  ships  and 
Capped  Petrels,  400-1,  plate  197;  on  the 
status  of  Little,  Audubon’s  and  Levantine 
Shearwaters  in  Britain  and  Ireland,  401-2; 
on  John  Gould  and  the  storm-petrels, 
402-3 

, , el  a!.,  the  Yelkouan  Shearwater 

Puffinus  (puffinus?)  yelkouan.  306-19,  plates 
1 66-7 

Boyd,  Mark,  recent  reports,  see  Recent 
reports;  short  reviews,  287.  675-6 
Bradshaw,  Colin,  mystery  photograph  133: 
Yellow-breasted  Bunting,  320-1,  plate 
168;  mystery  photograph  137:  Mountain 
ChifTchafT,  596-9,  plates  308-9 
Brambling.  British  breeding  records  1985, 
124:  British  breeding  records  1986,  443 
Branta  bemicla,  see  Goose.  Brent 

canadensis,  see  ( loose.  Canada 

leucopsis,  see  Goose,  Barnacle 

mficoUis , see  Goose,  Red-breasted 

Breeding: 

Nests:  Canada  Goose.  322-3:  Common 
Gull,  324-5;  Woodpigeon,  28-9:  Bam  Owl, 
237-8:  Pallid  Swift.  29;  Blackbird.  325. 
600.  Eggs:  Starling,  328 
‘British  Birds'  Best  Bird  Book  of  the  Year. 
483 

British  Ornithologists  Union  Records 
Committee,  suggested  changes  to  the 
English  names  of  some  Western  Palearc- 
tic  birds,  355-77 

Brodie,  F...  photograph  of  Aquatic  Warbler. 
41.  plate  14;  of  Bluethroat,  413,  plate  205 
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Brow  n,  Alan,  review  of  Colston  and  Burton: 
.-1  Field  Guide  to  the  1 1 ciders  of  Britain  and 
Europe,  etc.,  667 

Brucker,  John,  note  on  Sand  Martins  appa- 
rently dusting,  72 
Bubo  bubo,  see  Owl,  Eagle 
Bubulcus  ibis,  see  Egret,  Cattle 
Bucanetes  githagineus,  see  Finch,  Trumpeter 
Bucephala  clangula,  see  Goldeneye 
Buckley,  P.  A.,  the  World’s  first  known 
juvenile  Cox’s  Sandpiper,  253-7,  plate  145 
Bulbul,  Common,  suggested  name  change, 
368 

— , Yellow-vented,  suggested  name 
change,  368 

Bullfinch,  European  news,  22,  338;  sug- 
gested name  change,  374 
Bulweria  bulwerii,  see  Petrel,  Bulwer’s 
Bunting,  Black-faced,  European  news,  22 

, Black-headed,  European  news,  22; 

accepted  records  1986-7,  593 

, Chestnut,  Category  1)  record  accepted 

1986,  594 

— . Cirl,  British  breeding  records  1985, 
125;  double  song,  240-1;  European  news, 
339;  British  breeding  records  1986,  444 

, Indigo,  European  news,  22 

, Eapland,  European  news,  338 

, I.ittle,  European  news,  22,  339; 

accepted  records  1986-7,  592-3 

, Pallas’s  Reed,  European  news,  339; 

suggested  name  change,  374-5 

, Pine,  European  news,  22,  338; 

accepted  records  1987,  591 

, Reed.  European  news,  339 

, Rock,  European  news,  22,  338;  photo- 
graph, 512,  plate  255 

, Rustic,  accepted  records  1987,  591-2 

, Siberian  Meadow,  European  news,  22, 

plates  6-7 

, Snow,  European  news,  22;  British 

breeding  records  1985,  125;  British  breed- 
ing records  1 986,  443 

, \ ellow-breasted,  mystery  photograph, 

280.  320-1,  plate  158,  168;  European 
news,  339;  accepted  records  1987,  593 

, 5 ellow-browed,  European  news,  339 

Burhinus  oedicnemus,  see  Stone-Curlew 
Burke,  Katherine  M„  see  Butlin,  Sybil  M. 
Bustard,  Great,  European  news,  332; 
accepted  records  1987,  554 

, Kittle,  European  news,  332;  accepted 

record  1987,  554 
Buteo  buteo.  see  Buzzard 

— lagopus,  see  Buzzard,  Rough-legged 
nifmus,  see  Buzzard,  Kong-legged 

Butler,  A.  S..  photograph  of  Arctic  Warbler, 
575,  plate  297 


Butlin,  Sybil  M..  and  Burke,  Katherine  M., 
note  on  Wigeon  diving,  323 
Butorides  striaUis,  see  Heron,  Green 
Buzzard,  suggested  name  change,  360;  sta- 
tionary bird  repeatedly  attacked  by  Pereg- 
rines, 466 

— — , Honey,  British  breeding  records  1985, 
108-9;  suggested  name  change,  360;  Brit- 
ish breeding  records  1986,  426 

, Kong-legged,  European  news,  332 

, Rough-legged,  European  news,  16 


Calandrella  acutirostris.  see  Kark,  Hume’s 
Short -toed 

brachxdactyla,  see  Kark,  Short-toed 

rufescens,  see  Lark,  Lesser  Short-toed 

Calcarius  lapponica,  see  Bunting,  Lapland 
Calidris  acuminata,  see  Sandpiper,  Sharp- 
tailed 

alba,  see  Sanderling 

alpina,  see  Dunlin 

bairdii.  see  Sandpiper,  Baird's 

canutus,  see  Knot 

ferruginea,  see  Sandpiper.  Curlew 

Juscicollis , see  Sandpiper,  White-rumped 

maritima,  see  Sandpiper,  Purple 

mauri,  see  Sandpiper,  Western 

melanotos,  see  Sandpiper,  Pectoral 

paramelanotos,  see  Sandpiper,  Cox’s 

pusilla,  see  Sandpiper,  Semipalmated 

mficollis,  see  Stint,  Red-necked 

temminckii.  see  Stint,  Temminck’s 

tenuirostris , see  Knot,  (beat 

C.alonectris  dioniedea,  see  Shearwater,  Con  s 
Calvert,  Malcolm,  note  on  Carrion  Crow 
picking  up  dead  fish  with  its  feet,  531-2 
Campbell,  Oscar,  Young  Ornithologist  of 
the  Year  1987.  138:  photograph.  195, 
plate  104 

Canary  , suggested  name  change,  373 
Capercaillie,  European  news,  332;  suggested 
name  change,  361 
Caprimulgus  europaeus,  see  Nightjar 
Carduelis  carduelis,  see  Goldfinch 

chloris.  see  Greenfinch 

Jtammea,  see  Redpoll 

homernanni,  see  Redpoll.  Arctic 

spinas,  see  Siskin 

Carey,  Geoff,  note  on  pale  trailing  edge  to 
secondaries  of  Baillon’s  Crake,  395-6; 
photographs  of  Pechora  Pipit,  458-60, 
plates  223-4,  227 

Carlson.  Kevin,  2nd  place.  Bird  Photograph 
of  the  Year  1988,  227,  plate  135 
— , , and  Christine,  photograph  of 
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Rock  Bunting,  512,  plate  255;  of  Purple 
Herons,  513,  plate  256 
Carpodacus  eiythrinus , see  Rosefinch,  Scarlet 

roseus,  see  Rosefinch,  Pallas’s 

Catharus  Juscescens,  see  Yeery 
- — — gutlatus,  see  Thrush,  Hermit 

minimus,  see  Thrush,  G ray-cheeked 

ustulatus,  see  Thrush,  Olive-backed 

Galley,  G.  P.,  photograph  of  Pomarine 
Skuas,  47,  plate  28 
Cayford,  J.,  see  Cope,  1).  A. 

Cercotrichas  galactotes,  see  Chat,  Rufous  Bush 
podobe , see  Robin,  Black  Bush 
Certhia  brachydactxla,  see  Treecreeper,  Short- 
toed 

Jami Haris,  see  Treecreeper 

Ceiyle  alcyon,  see  Kingfisher,  Belled 
Cettia  cetti,  see  Warbler,  Cetti’s 
Chaffinch,  suggested  name  change,  373; 
British  population  estimates,  614-22, 
plate  325 

Chandler,  R.  }.,  review  of  Owen,  Atkinson- 
Willes  and  Salmon:  Wildfowl  in  Great  Bri- 
tain, 36-7;  photograph  of  Merlin,  267, 
plate  149;  short  review,  288;  photograph 
of  Curlew,  392,  plate  194;  of  Red-backed 
Shrike,  393,  446,  plates  196,  213;  mystery 
photograph  136:  Western  Sandpiper,  491- 
3,  plate  241;  photograph  of  Little  Grebe, 
603,  plate  3 1 1 

, , et  at.,  Bird  Photograph  of  the 

Year,  226-32,  plates  135-9 

, , see  Smith.  Don.  et  al. 

Chapman,  Anthony,  note  on  Yellow'  Wag- 
tails roosting  in  wheatfield,  29-30;  opening 
new  hide  at  Grafham  Water,  38,  plate  13 
Charadrius  alexandrinus,  see  Plover,  Kentish 

asiaticus.  see  Plover,  Caspian 

dtibius.  see  Plover,  Little  Ringed 

— — leschenaultii,  see  Plover.  Greater  Sand 

morinellus , see  Dotterel 

— pecuarius,  see  Plover.  Kittlitz’s  Sand 

vociferus,  see  Killdeer 

Chat,  Rufous  Bush,  suggested  name  change, 
369 

Chettusia  gregaria,  see  Plover.  Sociable 
ChifTchafT,  European  news,  338;  suggested 
name  change,  370 

— , Mountain,  mystery  photograph.  493, 
596-9,  plates  242,  308-9 
Chittenden,  R.  1L.  photograph  of  Cliff 
Swallow,  450.  plate  216 
Chlidonias  hxbridus.  see  Tern.  Whiskered 

leucopterus,  see  Tern,  White-winged 

Black 

niger,  see  Pern,  Black 

Ghojnacki,  Ireneusz.  and  Stawarczyk. 
Tadeusz,  note  on  Wood  Sandpipers  using 
tail-pattern  as  visual  signal  in  aggressive 


encounters,  466-8,  plates  229-33 
Ghordeiles  minor,  see  .Yighthawk 
Chough,  suggested  name  change,  372 

, Alpine,  European  news,  21 

Christie,  David  A.,  review  of  Pernin:  l.es 
Oiseaux  de  France  en  Concert,  vol.  1;  J'ecoute 
vivre . . . vol.  1;  l -e  Chant  de  nos  Oiseaux.  vols. 
1-3,  80-1;  note  on  unusually  tame  Water 
Pipit,  183;  review  of  \\  list:  Avifauna  Bavar- 
iae,  Band  II.  343;  note  on  calls  of  Willow 
Warbler,  647-8;  short  review  . 675 
Chukar,  suggested  name  change,  361 
Ciconia  ciconia,  see  Stork,  White 

nigra,  see  Stork.  Black 

Cinclus  cinclus,  see  Dipper 

Cioehia.  Victor,  European  news.  14-23 

Circus  aeruginosas,  see  Harrier.  Marsh 

cyaneus.  see  Harrier,  Hen 

macrourus.  see  Harrier.  Pallid 

pygargus , see  Harrier,  Montagu's 

C.isticola  juncidis,  see  Warbler,  Fan-tailed 
Clamator  glandarius.  see  Cuckoo,  Great  Spot- 
ted 

jacobinus,  see  Cuckoo,  Jacobin 

Clark,  W.  S..  mystery  photograph  132: 
Montagu’s  Harrier,  278-81,  plates  154-7 
Clarkson,  J.  R.,  letter  on  judging  distances, 
658-9 

Clausen.  P.,  and  I oft.  S.,  mixed  singers  and 
imitation  singers  among  Short-toed 
l reecreepers,  496-503 

Clegg.  Michael,  note  on  waders  eating  fish- 
and-chips,  397;  on  free  Sparrows 
defoliating  rowan  twigs,  398-9 
Clement,  Peter,  mystery  photograph  138: 
Black-eared  Wheatear,  624-6 
Cobban,  Sheila  1)..  diary  dates,  see  Diary 
dates 

Coccxzus  americanus,  see  Cuckoo.  Yellow- 
billed 

Cockill,  G„  photograph  of  Spotted  Flycatch- 
ers, 512,  plate  254 

Colinus  virginianus.  see  Quail.  Bobwhite 
Colston.  P.  R.,  see  Atkin,  K..  et  al. 

Columba  bollii.  see  Pigeon.  Bolle’s  Laurel 

eversmanni,  see  Dove.  Yellow-eyed  Stock 

lima,  see  Dove.  Rock 

oenas,  see  Dove,  Stock 

palumbus,  see  Woodpigeon 

trocaz.  see  Pigeon.  Long-toed 

Coomber,  Richard,  photographs  of  Royal 
ferns.  214.  plates  I 12-3 
Coot.  European  news,  16-7;  winter  feeding 
behaviour,  324;  suggested  name  change, 
363 

. Crested,  suggested  name  change,  363 

Cope.  D.  A.,  and  Cayford,  J.,  note  on  the 
Exe  Estuary  egret  of  August  1985,  281-2 
Coracias  garrulus,  see  Roller 
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Cormorant,  European  news,  330;  suggested 
name  change,  358,  photograph,  685,  plate 
355 

, Pygmy,  European  news,  330-1 

Corncrake,  suggested  name  change,  362; 

British  breeding  records  1986,  431 
Corrections,  686 
Coitus  corax,  see  Raven 

corone,  see  Crow,  Carrion 

frugilegus,  see  Rook 

monedula,  see  Jackdaw 

splendent,  see  Crow,  Indian  House 

Cottridge,  David,  and  Kightley,  Chris, 
PhotoSpot  24:  Parrot  Crossbill,  26-8, 
plates  10-12 

Cotumix  columix,  see  Quail 
County  Bird  Recorders,  first  meeting,  163-6 
Courser,  Cream-coloured,  European  news. 
17 

Coutts,  Dennis,  photograph  of  BB  trip  to 
Thailand  1988,  340,  plate  182;  photo- 
graphed in  Thailand,  478,  plate  237 
Cox,  John,  winner,  (he  Richard  Richardson 
Award  1988,  299-305,  award  presentation, 
605,  plate  314 

Crake,  Baillon’s,  pale  trailing  edge  to  secon- 
daries, 395-6 

, Black,  suggested  name  change,  362 

, Eittle,  accepted  records  1987,  552-3, 

plate  282 

— , Spotted,  British  breeding  records 
1985,  113 

Cramp,  Stanley,  obituary,  10-3,  plate  5 
Crane,  European  news,  17,  332;  photograph, 
251,  plate  143;  suggested  name  change, 
363;  accepted  records  1980-7,  553-4 

, Demoiselle,  European  news,  332 

, Siberian  White,  suggested  name 

change,  363 

Crespo,  J.,  Alba,  E.,  and  Garrido,  M.,  note 
on  tongue  spots  of  nestling  Olivaceous 
Warblers,  470-1,  plate  234 
Crex  crex,  see  Corncrake 

Crispin,  Nicolas,  photograph  of  Cory’s  and 
Yelkouan  Shearwaters,  313,  plate  167 
Crosby,  Michael  J.,  Cliff  Swallow:  new  to 
Britain  and  Ireland,  449-52,  plates  216-7 
Crossbill,  European  news,  22;  split  into  two 
species,  374 

— , Parrot,  PhotoSpot,  26-8,  plates  10-12; 
British  breeding  records  1985,  125; 
accepted  records  1985-7,  589 
— , Two-barred,  European  news,  21; 
accepted  records  1986-7,  589 
Croucher,  Tony,  photograph  of  Wilson’s 
Phalarope,  43,  plate  19;  of  Eittle  Egret,  44, 
plate  22;  of  Sabine’s  Gull,  89,  plates  48-9; 
of  Eittle  Bittern,  414,  plate  207 


Crow,  Carrion,  hiding  and  recovering  food, 
184;  picking  up  dead  fish  with  its  leet, 
531-2 

, Indian  House,  suggested  name 

change,  372 

Crowther,  David,  European  news,  14-23 
Cuckoo,  suggested  name  change,  366 

, Great  Spotted,  European  news,  335; 

accepted  record  1986,  569 

, Jacobin,  suggested  name  change,  366 

, Yellow-billed,  weather  patterns  and 

transatlantic  vagrancy,  484;  accepted 
records  1986-7,  569 
Cuculus  canonts,  see  Cuckoo 
Curlew,  suggested  name  change,  365; 
photographs,  392,  plates  194-5;  509,  plate 
249 

— , Far  Eastern,  mystery  photograph,  321, 
390,  plates  169,  192-3 

, Slender-billed,  European  news,  333; 

request,  683 

Cursorius  cursor,  see  Courser,  Cream-coloured 
Cygnus  columbianus,  see  Swan,  Bewick’s 
— cygnus.  see  Swan,  Whooper 
Cypsiurus  paivus,  see  Swift,  Palm 


Datchens,  J.,  photograph  of  Desert 
Wheatear,  93,  plate  55 
Davey,  P.,  note  on  Fulmar  attempting  to 
take  young  Raven  from  nest,  641 
Davis,  John,  3rd  place,  Bird  Illustrator  of  the 
Year,  299-305;  award  presentation  604, 
plate  312 

Dawson,  Ian,  short  reviews,  289,  676;  review 
of  Nau,  Boon  and  Knowles:  Bedfordshire 
Wildlife,  342-3 

, , see  Allsopp,  Keith 

Dean,  A.  R.,  mystery  photograph  127:  Ice- 
land Chill,  23-5 

Dean,  Tim,  note  on  Merlin  preying  on 
Reach’s  Petrel,  395;  photograph  of  Grea- 
ter Sand  Plover,  610,  plate  317 
December  reports,  198-202,  plate  105 
de  Juana,  Eduardo,  European  news,  14-23, 
330-40 

de  Knijlf,  Arie,  photograph  of  Eittle  Grebe, 
230,  plate  138 

de  Eiedekerke,  Rene,  and  Tombeur,  F.  E.  I,., 
European  news,  330-40 
De  Ridder,).,  photograph  of  Caspian  ferns, 
212,  plate  107;  of  Eesser  Crested  Terns, 
218,  plates  120-1 

Delichon  urbica,  see  Martin,  House 
Dendrocopos  leucotos,  see  Woodpecker,  White- 
backed 
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Dendrocopus  syriacus,  see  Woodpecker,  Syrian 
— Iridactylus,  see  Woodpecker,  Three-toed 
Dendroica  coronata,  see  Warbler,  Yellow- 
rum  ped 

pensylvanica,  see  Warbler,  Chestnut- 
sided 

— pusilla , see  Warbler,  Wilson’s 
- striata,  see  Warbler,  Blackpoll 
Diary  dates,  283-5,  680-1 
Dickson,  Douglas  E.,  note  on  probable 
hybrid  Willow  X Greenish  Warbler,  531 
Dickson,  R.  Cl.,  habitat  preferences  and  prey 
of  Merlins  in  winter,  269-74 
Diomedea  melanophris,  see  Albatross,  Black- 
browed 

Dipper,  suggested  name  change,  368;  roost- 
ing in  physical  contact,  644-5 
Display:  Great  Crested  Grebe,  233-5;  Turn- 
stone, 643-4 

Hissing,  Henrik,  see  Andersen,  Ears  Nor- 
gaard 

Diver,  Black-throated,  European  news,  14 
— , Great  Northern,  paired  with  Black- 
throated  in  Scotland  1985,  104;  European 
news,  330;  paired  with  Black-throated 
1986,  420 

, Red-throated,  European  news,  14 

— : — , White-billed,  European  news,  14,  330; 
photograph,  296,  plate  161;  accepted 
records  1983-87,  538,  plate  278 
Doherty,  P.  A„  photograph  of  Elegant  and 
Forster’s  Ferns,  219,  plate  122;  of  Red- 
throated  Pipit,  454-5,  plates  218,  220;  of 
Night  Heron,  511,  plate  252;  of  Black- 
eared Wheatear,  598,  625-7,  plates  310, 
327,  329;  of  Isabelline  Wheatear,  626-8, 
plates  328,  332-3;  of  Wheatear,  627-9, 
plates  330,  334;  of  Pied  Wheatear,  628. 
plate  331 

Dalichonw  oiyzd’orus  see  Bobolink 
Dorling,  D.  A.,  photograph  of  Desert 
Wheatear,  575,  plate  298 
Dotterel,  British  breeding  records  1985.  1 14; 
suggested  name  change,  364;  British 
breeding  records  1986,  433 
Dove,  Feral  Rock,  status,  652 
— , Laughing.  European  news,  19 
— , Pink-headed  Turtle,  suggested  name 
change,  366 

, Rock,  suggested  name  change,  365 

, Rufous  Turtle,  European  news,  19; 

suggested  name  change.  366 

, Stock,  suggested  name  change,  365 

, Yellow-eved  Stock,  suggested  name 

change,  366 

Dovrat,  Ehud.  see  Shirihai.  Hadoram 
Dowitcher,  European  news.  17;  accepted 
record  1986.  559 

, Long-billed,  European  news,  17,  333; 


accepted  records,  1986-7,  559 
Dubois,  Philippe  J..  European  news,  14-23, 
330-40 

Duck,  American  Black,  paired  with  Mallard, 
Scotland  1985.  106;  paired  with  Mallard 
1986,  422 

, Black,  suggested  name  change,  359 

, Carolina,  suggested  name  change,  359 

— , Ferruginous,  diving  times  and  inter- 
vals, 1 79 

, Harlequin,  European  news,  332; 

accepted  records  1987,  549,  573,  plate  293 

. Ring-necked,  European  news,  15.  331; 

photograph,  297,  plate  163;  accepted 
records  1985-7,  548 

, Ruddy,  European  news,  15.  332 

, Tufted,  mystery  photograph  of  hybrid 

x Pochard  discussed,  650-1,  plate  343 

, White-headed,  European  news,  15 

, Wood,  request,  404 

Duckels,  A.  S.,  see  Messenger,  1). 

Dull,  A.  G.,  note  on  immature  Mediterra- 
nean Gull  'play  ing'  with  stick.  70-1 
Dunlin.  European  news,  333;  eating  fish,  397 
Dunn,  P.  J„  photograph  of  Pomarine  Skua, 
47,  plate  27;  of  Pekka  Nikander,  516.  plate 
260 

Dunnock,  suggested  name  change,  368-9; 

British  population  estimates,  617-22 
Dymond,  Nick,  review  of  The  Slater  Field  Guide 
to  Australian  Birds , 192-3 


F'.agle.  Bald,  photographs,  143,  plates  78-9 
— . Booted,  European  news.  16.  332 

, Golden.  European  news.  16 

. Imperial,  European  news,  332 

, Lesser  Spotted,  European  news.  16. 

332;  mystery  photograph.  163,  223,  plate 
90,  132 

, Spotted,  European  news,  16;  photo- 
graph, 224,  plate  133;  suggested  name 
change,  360 

, Tawny/Steppe.  European  news,  16. 

332;  European  news.  332 
. White-tailed.  European  news,  15;  Brit- 
ish breeding  records  1985,  109;  diet  in 
Buckinghamshire  in  winter  1983/84.  237; 
British  breeding  records  1986.  427; 
accepted  record  1985.  551 
F.arp,  Michael  J.,  letter  on  reverse  migration, 
657 

F.ditorials:  new  Editorial  Board  member,  1- 
2,  plate  1;  art  consultants,  353-4.  plates 
190-1 

Egret,  Cattle.  European  news.  331;  accepted 
records  1986-87,542-3 
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Egret,  Great  White,  suggested  name  change, 
358;  accepted  record  1986,  544 
— , Little,  photographs,  44,  plates  20-2; 
480,  plate  238;  bare-part  coloration  of 
juvenile  in  Devon,  281-2;  European  news, 
331;  accepted  records  1985-7,  543-4 

, Yellow-billed,  suggested  name 

change,  358 

Egretta  alba,  see  Egret,  Great  \\  lute 

garzella,  see  Egret,  Little 

gularis,  see  Heron,  Western  Reef 

intermedia,  see  Egret,  Yellow-billed 

Eichstadt,  W.,  European  news,  14-23,  330- 
40 

Eider,  European  news,  332;  suggested  name 
change,  360 

— , King,  European  news,  15,  332;  photo- 
graphs, 523,  plates  267-8;  accepted 
records  1981-7,  548-9,  573.  plate  294 
— , Steller’s,  European  news,  15,  332 
Elanus  caeruleus , see  Kite,  Black-shouldered 
Elkins,  Norman,  letter  on  dead  hirundines 
in  nests,  329;  recent  transatlantic  vag- 
rancy of  landlords  and  waders,  484-91; 
letter  on  Blackbirds  laying  eggs  on  bare 
ground,  600 

Ellis,  Pete,  see  Riddiford,  Nick 
Emberiza  aureola,  see  Bunting,  Yel low- 
breasted 

chrysophrys,  see  Bunting,  Yellow-browed 

cia,  see  Bunting,  Rock 

cioides,  see  Bunting,  Meadow 

cirlus,  see  Bunting,  Girl 

cilritiella.  see  Yellowhammer 

leucocephalos,  see  Bunting,  Pine 

melanocephala,  see  Bunting,  Black- 
headed 

pallasi,  see  Bunting,  Pallas’s  Reed 

pusiUa,  see  Bunting,  Little 

— ntstica,  see  Bunting,  Rustic 

rutila,  see  Bunting,  Chestnut 

schoeniclus,  see  Bunting,  Reed 

spodocephala,  see  Bunting,  Black-faced 

Emmerson,  Keith,  see  Martin,  Aurelio 
Eremalauda  dunni,  see  Lark,  Dunn’s 
Eremophila  alpestris , see  Lark,  Shore 
Erilhacus  rubecula , see  Robin 
European  news,  14-23,  plates  6-7;  330-40, 
plates  179-81 

Everett,  Mike,  short  reviews,  287,  289 
, , see  Prytherch,  Robin 


Ealco  biarmicus,  see  Lanner 

cherrug,  see  Saker 

— columbarius,  see  Merlin 
— eleonorae,  see  Falcon,  Eleonora’s 
peregrinus,  see  Peregrine 


Ealco  rusticolus,  see  Gyrfalcon 

subbuteo,  see  Hobby 

tinnunculus,  see  Kestrel 

vesper! in u.s,  see  Falcon,  Red-fooled 

Falcon,  Eleonora’s,  European  news,  332 

, Red-footed,  European  news,  16; 

accepted  records  1987,  551-2,  plate  281 
Eeare,  C.  }.,  and  McGinnity,  Noreen,  note 
on  transfer  of  egg  betw'een  Starling  nest- 
boxes,  328 

February  reports,  293-8,  plates  160-5 
Eerguson-Lees,  I.  J.,  see  Atkin,  K.,  el  al. 
Ficedula  albicollis.  see  Flycatcher,  Collared 

paiva,  see  Flycatcher,  Red-breasted 

Field-characters:  Little  Egret,  281-2;  Purple 
Heron,  472;  Hen  Harrier,  377-82;  Bail- 
Ion’s  Crake,  395-6;  Cox’s  Sandpiper,  253- 

7,  plate  145;  Ring-billed  Gull,  126-34, 
plates  64-8;  Caspian  Tern,  212,  plates 
106-8;  Royal  Tern,  213-4,  plates  109-13; 
Crested  Tern,  215-6,  piates  1 14-7;  Lesser 
Crested  Tern,  215-8,  plates  114,  117-21; 
Elegant  Tern,  219-20,  plates  122-7; 
Cayenne  Pern,  220-1,  plates  128-9;  Sand- 
wich fern,  217,  221-2,  plates  119,  130-1; 
Bridled  Tern,  525-30,  plates  273-5;  Sooty 
fern,  525-30,  plates  271-2,  276-7;  W hite- 
winged Lark,  653-4;  Mongolian  Lark,  652- 
4,  plate  345;  Oriental  Skylark,  654; 
Pechora  Pipit,  452-63,  plates  218-27; 
Red-throated  Pipit,  454-62,  plates  218, 
220,  225;  Yellow'  Wagtail,  77-8,  655-6; 
Eastern  Pied  Wheatear,  645;  Hume’s 
Wheatear,  645;  White-crowned  Black 
Wheatear,  78-9;  Pallas’s  Grasshopper 
Warbler,  645-6;  Basra  Reed  Warbler,  171- 

8,  plates  93-101;  Reed  Warbler,  174-5, 
plate  96;  Clamorous  Reed  Warbler,  1 72, 
174,  plate  97;  Great  Reed  Warbler,  171-8, 
plates  95,  98-9;  Spectacled  Warbler,  325- 
6,  plate  173;  Menetries’s  Warbler,  327, 
plate  176;  Sardinian  Warbler,  327,  plate 
177;  Cyprus  Warbler,  326-7,  plate  175; 
Ruppell’s  Warbler,  327,  plate  1 78;  Desert 
Warbler,  325-6,  plate  171;  Arabian  W arb- 
ler, 325-6,  plate  172;  Orphean  Warbler, 
326,  plate  174;  Lesser  Whitethroat,  382- 
90;  Radde’s  Warbler,  532;  Dusky  Warb- 
ler, 532 

Fieldfare,  European  news,  20;  British  breed- 
ing records  1985,  1 19;  wintering  numbers 
in  Britain,  232-3;  British  breeding  records 
1986,  439 

Finch,  Trumpeter,  European  news,  22; 

accepted  record  1987,  589-90 
l’inlayson,  Clive,  see  Holliday,  Steve 
Firecrest,  British  breeding  records  1985, 
1 22-3;  British  breeding  records  1 986,  441- 
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Firefinch,  Senegal,  suggested  name  change, 

373 

Hsher,  David,  review  of  Clews,  Hervet  and 
I rodd:  Where  to  Watch  Birds  in  Bedfordshire. 
473-4;  review  of  Gooders:  Where  to  Watch 
Birds  in  Britain  and  Europe.  503-4;  photo- 
graph of  BB/Sunbird  tour  to  Canada,  518. 
plate  262;  beware  Mongolian  Lark  (let- 
ter), 652-3 

Flamingo,  Greater,  European  news,  331 
Flycatcher,  Brow  n,  suggested  name  change, 
370 

— , Collared,  accepted  record  1986,  586 
— ■,  Red-breasted,  photograph,  94,  plate 
56 

— , Spotted,  photograph,  512,  plate  254 
Food:  White-tailed  Eagle,  237;  Kestrel.  395; 
Merlin,  269-74,  395;  Peregrine,  395;  San- 
derling,  180-1;  Purple  Sandpiper,  397; 
Dunlin,  397;  Redshank,  397;  Turnstone, 
397;  Common  Gull,  397-8;  Herring  Gull. 
397-8;  Blackbird,  239;  Goldcrest,  239-40; 
Long-tailed  l it,  240 

Forshaw.  W.  Derek,  see  Smith,  Philip  H. 
Fox,  A.  D„  breeding  status  of  the  Gadwall  in 
Britain  and  Ireland,  51-66.  plates  35-6; 
letter,  600;  review  of  Ogilvie  and  Ogilvie: 
Flamingos.  475 

Franchimont,  ).,  note  on  Pallid  Swifts  nest- 
ing in  palms,  29 
Fratercula  arctica.  see  Puffin 
Fnngilla  coelebs.  see  Chaffinch 

montifringilla.  see  Brambling 

Frost,  R.  A.,  note  on  Canada  Geese  nesting 
in  tree,  322-3 
Fulica  alia,  see  Coot 

cristata.  see  Coot,  Chested 

Fulmar,  suggested  name  change,  357; 
attempting  to  take  young  Raven  from 
nest,  641 

Fulmarus  glacialis.  see  Fulmar 


Gadwall.  breeding  status  in  Britain  and 
Ireland,  51-66.  plates  35-6;  corrections, 
600 

Gallinago  gallinago.  see  Snipe 

media,  see  Snipe,  Great 

stenura.  see  Snipe,  Pintail 

(ia/linula  chloropus.  see  Moorhen 
Gallinule,  Purple.  European  news.  16;  sug- 
gested name  change,  362-3 
Cannet.  European  news,  330;  suggested 
name  change.  358:  request.  683.  plate  354 

. Cape.  European  news.  330 

Ganllett,  S.  J.  M..  identification  of  large 
terns.  Part  2:  photographs,  21  1-22.  plates 


106-31;  note  on  Lesser  Crested  lern  in 
Norfolk.  282-3 

Garganey,  British  breeding  records  1985, 
106-7;  head-shaking  while  feeding,  394-5; 
British  breeding  records  1986,  423-4 
Garner,  Martin  S.,  photographs  of  Red- 
rumped  Swallow,  663,  plates  346-7 
G arrulus  glandarius.  see  Jay 
Gasson,  Peter,  photograph  of  Grey  Plialar- 
ope,  88,  plate  47;  photograph  of  Little 
Bittern,  414.  plate  206 
Gauci,  Charles,  see  Sultana,  Joe 
Gavia  adamsii , see  Diver,  White-billed 
arctica.  see  Diver,  Black-throated 

immer,  see  Diver.  Great  Northern 

stellata.  see  Diver,  Red-throated 

Geister.  Iztok,  European  news,  14-23.  330- 
40 

Gelerl.  Merav,  see  Shirihai,  Hadoram 
Gelochelidon  nilotica,  see  Fern,  Gull-billed 
( lent  hly pis  Irichas,  see  Yellow  throat 
Gerontinis  eremita.  see  Ibis.  Bald 
Gillham,  E.  IE,  letter  on  the  identity  of 
mystery  photograph  97,  650-2.  plates  343- 
4 

Gillmor,  Robert,  review  of  Henry:  Highlight 
the  Wild.  188;  appointed  art  consultant  to 
BB.  353-4,  plate  190 

, , Shackleton,  Keith,  and  Shar- 

rock,  J.  T.  R ..  ‘Bird  Illustrator  of  the  Year" 
and  ‘The  Richard  Richardson  Award", 
299-305 

Glareola  nordmanni.  see  Pratincole,  Black- 
winged 

pratincola.  see  Pratincole.  Collared 

Glaucidium  passerinum.  see  Ow  l,  Pygmy 
Glen,  N*.  W.,  and  Perrins,  C.  M.,  co- 
operative breeding  by  Eong-tailed  Fits, 
630-41.  plates  336-41 

Glover,  R..  Bird  Photograph  of  the  Year 
1988,  228-9.  plate  137;  award  presenta- 
tion, 476,  plates  235-6 
Glue,  David,  note  on  diet  of  White-tailed 
Eagle  in  Buckinghamshire  in  winter  1983 
84,  237;  short  review  . 674 
Godwit.  Bar-tailed.  European  news,  333 
, Black-tailed.  British  breeding  records 

1985,  115-6;  British  breeding  records 

1986.  434-5 

Goldcrest,  eating  lichen-covered  bark.  239- 
40;  British  population  estimates,  622-3 
Goldeneye,  British  breeding  records  1985. 
108:  suggested  name  change.  360;  British 
breeding  records  1986,  425 
Goldfinch,  suggested  name  change.  373 
Goose.  Barnacle,  European  news,  15 

, Bean,  occurrence  of  Russian  races  in 

Lancashire/Merseyside.  68-70 
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Goose,  Bean/Pink-footed,  split  into  two 
species,  359 

, Brent,  Bird  Photograph  of  the  Year 

1988,  228-9,  plate  137;  European  news, 
33 1 ; accepted  records  of  B.  b.  nigricans, 
545-6 

, Canada,  nesting  in  tree,  322-3;  Euro- 
pean news,  331 

— , Greylag,  European  news,  15,  331 

, Lesser  White-fronted,  European  news, 

331;  accepted  record  1986,  545 

, Red-breasted,  accepted  records  1987, 

546 

, W hite-fronted,  European  news,  15 

Gorban,  I.,  European  news,  330-40 
Goshawk,  British  breeding  records  1985, 
111;  suggested  name  change,  360;  British 
breeding  records  1986,  428 

, Dark  Chanting,  suggested  name 

change,  360 

Gould,  John,  recorded  Wilson’s  Petrel  off 
Land’s  End,  402-3 

Gould,  K..  R.,  photograph  of  Black-throated 
Thrush,  581,  plate  304 
Grackle,  Tristram’s,  suggested  name 
change,  372 

Graham,  Colin,  note  on  Black-headed  Gull 
dropping  and  re-catching  circular  object 
in  air,  7 1 

Grant,  Iain,  obituary,  39 
Grant,  P.  J.,  see  Atkin,  K.,  el  al. 

Grebe,  Black-necked,  photographs,  48,  plate 
32;  227,  plate  136;  513,  plate  257;  British 
breeding  records  1985,  104-5;  European 
news,  330;  British  breeding  records  1986, 
421 

•,  Great  Crested,  European  news,  14; 

three  birds  building  nesting  platform, 
233-5;  censuses,  614 

, Little,  photographs,  230,  plate  138; 

297,  plate  163;  mystery  photograph,  603, 
plate  3 1 1 

— , Pied-billed,  catching  fish  attracted  by- 
man,  178-9;  photograph,  297,  plate  162; 
accepted  records  1987,  539 
— , Red-necked,  photographs,  48,  plate 
33;  249,  plates  141-2;  summering  in  Scot- 
land 1985,  104;  British  breeding  records 
1986,  420 

, Slavonian,  European  news,  14,  330; 

British  breeding  records  1985,  104;  Brit- 
ish breeding  records  1986,  420-1 
Green,  Dennis,  photographs  of  Merlins, 
264-6,  plates  146-8 

Greenfinch,  suggested  name  change,  373 
Greenshank,  suggested  name  change,  365 
Grosbeak,  Rose-breasted,  photograph,  96, 
plate  60;  weather  patterns  and  transatlan- 
tic vagrancy,  484-6;  accepted  records 
1985-7,  576,  593,  plate  302 


Grouse,  Black,  status  in  Wales,  spring  1986, 
2-9,  plates  2-4;  European  news,  332 

, Hazel, 'European  news,  332 

, Red,  photograph,  514,  plate  259;  Scot- 
tish population  estimates,  616 
Grove,  S.  J.,  el  al..  Black  Grouse  in  Wales, 
spring  1986,  2-9,  plates  2-4 
Grus  gn/s,  see  Crane 

leucogeranus,  see  Crane,  Siberian  White 

Guillemot,  European  news,  19;  mystery- 
photograph,  25,  66,  plates  9,  37;  sug- 
gested name  change,  365;  Scottish  popu- 
lation estimates,  616 

, Briinnich’s,  accepted  records  1980-7, 

569 

Gull,  Audouin’s,  European  news,  18,  334 
, Black-headed,  dropping  and  re- 
catching object  in  air,  71;  photograph, 
227,  plate  136;  Moorhen  laying  in  same 
nest,  641-3,  plate  342 

, Bonaparte’s,  European  news,  18,  334; 

accepted  records  1981-7,  562 

, Common,  successful  roof-top  nesting 

in  Aberdeen,  324-5;  suggested  name 
change,  365;  eating  cherries,  397-8 
— , Franklin’s,  European  news,  18,  334; 
accepted  records  1987,  562,  plates  286-7 
— , Glaucous,  European  news,  18,  334 

, Great  Black-backed,  censuses,  614 

— , Great  Black-headed,  European  news, 
18,  334 

— , Herring,  European  news,  334;  feeding 
on  cherries,  397 

, Iceland,  European  news,  18;  mystery 

photograph,  24,  plate  8;  photograph,  350, 
plate  186;  accepted  records  of/,,  g.  kumlieni 
1986-7,  565 

, Ivory,  European  news,  18 

, Laughing,  European  news,  18,  334; 

accepted  records  1984-7,  561 

, Little,  European  news,  18 

, Mediterranean,  immature  ‘playing’ 

with  stick,  70-1;  British  breeding  records 
1985,  I 16-7;  photographs,  481,  plates  239- 
40;  British  breeding  records  1986,  435 
— , Ring-billed,  European  news,  18,  334; 
identification  problems,  126-34,  plates  64- 
8;  photographs,  144-5,  plates  80-3;  200, 
plate  105;  297,  plate  164;  507,  plate  245; 
accepted  records  1984-7,  563-5 
— , Ross’s,  European  news,  334;  accepted 
records  1983-7,  565-6 
— , Sabine’s,  European  news,  18,  334; 
photographs,  87-90,  plates  43-5,  48-51; 
664,  plates  348-50 

— , Slender-billed,  European  news,  334; 
accepted  record  1987,  562-3,  plate  288 
Guslin,  Marco,  European  news,  14-23,  330- 
40 


Index  to  Volume  81 


Gypaetus  barbatus,  see  Eammergeier 
Gyps  Julvus,  see  Vulture,  Griffon 
Gyrfalcon,  European  news,  16;  name  to 
remain  unchanged,  361;  accepted  records 
1986-7,  552 


Haas,  M.  B.,  see  Newton,  1. 

Haematopus  oslralegus , see  Oystercatcher 
Halcyon  smymensis,  see  Kingfisher,  W hite- 
breasted 

Haliaeetus  albicilla,  see  Eagle,  White-tailed 
- leucocephalus,  see  Eagle,  Bald 
Hall,  Leslie  }.,  note  on  male  Blackbird 
feeding  wasps  to  young,  239 
Hallam,  Martin,  Bird  Illustrator  of  the  Year 
1988,  299-305;  award  presentation,  604-5, 
plates  312-3 

Hamblin,  A.  R.,  photograph  of  Wren  at 
Turtle  Dove’s  nest,  230,  plate  139;  of  Red- 
backed  Shrikes,  509,  plate  248 
Hamblin,  Mark,  photograph  of  Yellow  W ag- 
tail, 514,  plate  258;  of  Red  Grouse,  514, 
plate  259 

Hampden  Smith,  Joan,  and  King,  Bernard, 
note  on  strategy  of  inland  feeding  Turn- 
stones, 181 

Handrinos,  George  I.,  European  news,  14- 
23,  330-40 

Harbard,  Chris,  short  review,  288 
Harding,  B.  D.,  note  on  warblers  fleeing 
from  attacks  by  swallowtail  butterfly,  239 
Hario,  Martti,  European  news,  14-23,  330-40 
Harrier,  Hen,  European  news,  16;  juveniles 
showing  ‘Marsh  Hawk’  characters,  377-82 

— , Marsh,  British  breeding  records  1985, 

109-10;  British  breeding  records  1986.  427 
, Montagu’s,  European  news,  16;  Brit- 
ish breeding  records  1985,  1 10-1;  mystery 
photograph,  225.  278-81,  plates  134,  154- 
7;  British  breeding  records  1986.  427-8 

, Pallid,  European  news,  332 

Harris,  Alan,  paintings  of  Ring-billed,  Com- 
mon and  Herring  Gull,  127.  129; 
appointed  art  consultant  to  BB,  354,  plate 
191;  note  on  identification  of  adult  Sooty 
and  Bridled  Terns,  525-30,  plates  271-7 
Harris,  Mike,  review  of  Croxall:  Seabirds,  243 
Harris,  Sally,  photograph  of  Alan  Harris, 
354,  plate  191 

Harvey,  H.  John,  letter  on  ‘Points  of  view'. 
471 

Harvey,  Michael  J..  photograph  of  Robin 
Prytherch,  1.  plate  1 
Harvey,  Paul,  see  Riddiford.  Nick 
Hastings,  Rupert,  letter  on  the  Feral  Rock 
Dove,  652 
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Hayhow,  S.  J.,  note  on  talon-locking 
between  Hobby  and  Kestrel,  324 
Headon,  John,  letter  on  identification  of 
Oriental  Skylark,  654 

Heard,  C.  D.  R.,  note  on  field  characters  of 
Eastern  Pied  and  Hume’s  Wheatears,  645 
, , and  Walbridge,  G.,  field  identi- 
fication of  Pechora  Pipit,  452-63,  plates 
218-27 

Heath,  P.  J.,  note  on  Robin  attacking  com- 
mon lizard,  238 

Hemipode,  Andalusian,  suggested  name 
change,  362 

Heron,  Black-headed,  European  news,  331 

, Green,  suggested  name  change,  358 

, Green-backed,  accepted  record  1987, 

542 

, Grey,  unusual  escape  flight  when 

mobbed,  236-7;  ingesting  junk,  599:  reac- 
tion to  attack  by  Kestrel,  600;  British 
population  estimates,  614-22 

, Night,  European  news,  331;  suggested 

name  change,  358;  photographs,  411, 
plate  201;  511,  plate  252;  accepted 
records  1984-87.  541-2,  plate  279 

, Purple,  position  of  hind  toe  in  flight 

not  valid  identification  feature,  472; 
photographs,  227,  plate  135;  513.  plate 
256;  accepted  record  1978,  544 

. Squacco.  European  news.  14-5,  331 

, Western  Reel,  European  news.  15; 

suggested  name  change,  358 
Heteroscelus  bmipes,  see  Tattler.  Grey-rumped 
Hewitt,  John,  photograph  of  Pallas  s 
Rosefmch.  521,  plate  265 
Hieraaetns  pennatas,  see  Eagle,  Booted 
Higgott.J.  B.,  photograph  of  W axwing.  298. 
plate  165;  note  on  head-shaking  of  Garga- 
nev  and  Teal  while  feeding.  394-5;  photo- 
graph of  W hite  Stork,  415.  plate  209 
Hill.  Brian,  note  on  Grey  Heron  ingesting 
junk,  599 

Himantopus  himantopus.  see  Stilt.  Black- 
winged 

Hippolais  caligata.  see  Warbler,  Booted 

pallida,  see  Warbler,  Olivaceous 

Hirschfeld.  Erik,  European  news,  14-23. 
330-40 

Hirst.  W.  R..  photograph  of  Ring-billed 
Gull.  131.  plate  67 

Hirundapus  caudacutus,  see  Swift.  Needle- 
tailed 

Hinmdo  daurica,  see  Swallow.  Red-rumped 

pynhonola.  see  Swallow,  Cliff 

rustica , see  Swallow 

Hislrionicus  hislrionicus,  see  Duck.  Harlequin 
Hobby,  British  breeding  records  1985.  112- 
3;  talon-locking  with  Kestrel,  324;  sug- 
gested name  change.  361;  European  news. 
332:  British  breeding  records  1986.  428-30 
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Holliday,  Steve.  European  news,  14-23,  330- 
40 

, , and  Finlayson,  Clive,  short 

review,  288-9 

Hollyer,  John,  winner  PJC  Award  1988,  299- 
303;  award  presentation,  605,  plate  315 
Hoopoe.  British  breeding  records  1985,  117; 
European  news,  335;  summering  in  Bri- 
tain 1986,  436 

Hope  Jones,  P.,  review  of  Saunders:  Where  to 
Watch  Birds  in  1 1 ales,  407-8 

, , see  Grove,  S.  J.,  el  al. 

Hopkins,  E.  C.,  note  on  apparent  food 
piracy  by  Wren  on  a I reecreeper,  398 
Hopkins,  P.,  photograph  of  Woodchat 
Shrike,  415,  plate  208 
Hoplopterus  i edits , see  Plover,  Black-head 
Hosking,  Eric,  photograph  of  Long-tailed 
l it,  638,  plate  340 

, , see  Chandler,  R.  J.,  et  al. 

, , see  Smith,  Don,  et  al. 

, , and  David,  photograph  of  Lesser 

Short-toed  Lark,  136,  plate  72 
Hudson.  Robert,  short  review,  675-6 

, , see  Atkin,  K.,  el  al. 

Hughes,  S.  \V.  M.,  note  on  behaviour  of 
Swifts  at  House  Martin  colony,  530 
Hume.  R.  A.,  review  ol  Censbol:  Collins  Guide 
to  the  Birds  of  Prey  of  Britain  and  Europe , 285-6; 
comments  on  report  on  rare  birds  in 
Great  Britain  in  1987,  535-96 
Hutchings,  S.  C.,  photograph  of  Subalpine 
Warbler,  95,  plate  57;  of  Ring-billed  Gull, 
130,  plate  66 

Hydrohates  pelagicus,  see  Petrel,  Storm 
Hypocolius  ampelinus,  see  Hypocolius,  Grey 
Hypocolius,  Grey,  European  news,  20 


Ibis,  Bald,  suggested  name  change,  359 
— , Glossy,  European  news,  15,  331; 
accepted  records  1987,  544 
Icterus  galbula,  see  Oriole,  Northern 
Identification  pitfalls  and  assessment  prob- 
lems: 9,  Ring-billed  Gull,  126-34,  plates 
64-8 

If  the  captions  fits,  suggested  captions,  408, 
plates  198-9;  685.  plate  355 
IJzendoorn,  Edward  van,  European  news, 
14-23,  330-40 

Ingleston,  Roy,  photograph  of  Rose- 
coloured  Starling,  574,  plate  295 
Inskipp,  Tim,  mystery  photograph  135: 
Red-backed  Shrike,  446-7 

— , , see  Atkin,  K.,  et  al. 

Irania  gulturalis , see  Robin,  White-throated 
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Ixobrychus  eurhythmus,  see  Bittern,  Schrenck  s 
Little 

minutus^ see  Bittern,  Little 


Jackdaw,  suggested  name  change.  372 
James,  Paul  C.,  urban  Merlins  in  Canada, 
274-7,  plates  150-2 
January  reports,  247-51.  plates  141-3 
Jay,  suggested  name  change,  372 

, Siberian,  European  news,  338 

Jones.  Ewart,  letter  on  seabirds  on  board 
ships,  399 

Jones,  Gareth,  note  on  Moorhen  and  Black- 
headed Gull  apparently  laying  in  same 
nest,  641-3,  plate  342 

Judin,  K.  A.,  photograph  of  Caspian  Tern, 
212,  plate  108 

Junto,  Slate-coloured,  suggested  name 
change,  374 

June  reports,  520-5,  plates  263-70 
July  reports,  606-1 1,  plates  316-21 
Junt  o hyemalis.  see  Junt  o,  Slate-coloured 
Jynx  torquilla,  see  Wryneck 


Kemp,  J.  B.,  letter  on  suggested  changes  to 
the  English  names  of  some  Western 
Palearctic  birds,  659-60 
Kestrel,  European  news,  16;  talon-locking 
with  Hobby,  324;  suggested  name  change, 
361;  taking  Leach’s  Petrel,  395;  photo- 
graph, 507,  plate  244 

, Lesser,  accepted  record  1987,  551 

Kennerley,  Peter,  letter  on  report  of  adult 
Cox’s  Sandpiper  in  Hong  Kong,  532-3 
Keymer,  Ian  F.,  see  Nazar,  Wendy 
Kightley,  Chris,  see  Cott ridge,  David 
Killdeer,  European  news,  17;  suggested 
name  change,  363 

King,  Bernard,  note  on  Pied-billed  Grebe 
catching  fish  attracted  by  man,  178-9;  on 
diving  times  and  intervals  of  feeding 
Ferruginous  Duck,  179;  on  American  Gol- 
den Plover  calling  from  ground,  179-80; 
on  Sanderlings  (locking  with  Turnstones 
to  take  bread,  180-1;  on  possibly  melanis- 
tic  Kittiwake  in  Cornwall,  181-2,  plate 
102;  on  migrating  Swallows  feeding  juv- 
eniles in  lligbt,  182;  on  Water  Pipit 
feeding  in  close  association  with  man, 
182-3;  on  Carrion  Crow  hiding  food  when 
attacked,  and  later  recovering  it,  184; 
obituary,  166-70,  plate  91 


Index  to  Volume  HI 


699 


king,  Bernard,  see  Hampden  Smith,  Joan 

, , and  Stratton,  Vivian,  note  on 

barred  leucistic  Blackbirds,  183-4,  plate 
103 

kingfisher,  suggested  name  change,  367 
, Belled,  weather  patterns  and  trans- 
atlantic vagrancy,  484-6 

, Pied,  European  news,  19 

— — — , White-breasted,  European  news,  19; 

suggested  name  change,  367 
kite,  Black,  accepted  records  1986-7,  551 

, Black-shouldered,  European  news,  15 

— — , Red,  British  breeding  records  1985, 
109;  British  breeding  records  1986,  426-7 
kitson,  Alan,  photograph  of  Caspian  I'ern, 
212,  plate  106 

kittiwake,  possibly  melanistic  bird  in  Corn- 
wall, 181-2,  plate  102;  European  news, 
334;  suggested  name  change,  365 
knot,  suggested  name  change,  364 

, Great,  European  news,  333 

knox,  Alan,  taxonomy  of  the  Rock/Water 
Pipit  superspecies  Ant hus  petrosus,  spinolelta 
and  rubescens , 206- 1 1 

, — — , see  Atkin,  k.,  el  at. 

Komi,  Pekka,  photograph  of  Black-throated 
Accentor,  336,  plate  181 


Lagonosticta  senegala,  see  Firefinch,  Senegal 
/.agopus  lagapus , see  Grouse,  Red 
Lambe,  R.  1\,  note  on  three  Great  Crested 
Grebes  building  a nesting  platform,  233-5 
Lammergeier,  European  news,  15 
Lamsdell,  C.,  photograph  of  White-throated 
Sparrow,  591,  plate  307 
I-angsburv.  Gordon,  photograph  of  Harle- 
quin Duck,  573,  plate  293 
I Mtiius  collurio,  see  Shrike,  Red-backed 

nisi  at  us,  see  Shrike,  Brown 

excubitor,  see  Shrike,  Great  Grey 

isahellinus,  see  Shrike,  Isabelline 

minor,  see  Shrike,  Lesser  Grey 

senator,  see  Shrike,  \\  oodchat 

l.ansdown.  P.  G.,  mystery  photograph  130: 
Manx  Shearwater,  161-3;  Rarities  Com- 
mittee news  and  announcements,  464-5, 
plate  228 

banner,  suggested  name  change,  361 
Lapwing,  suggested  name  change,  364 
Lark,  Calandra,  European  news,  20,  335 

, Dunn’s,  mystery  photograph.  67,  134- 

7,  plates  38,  69 

, Hume’s  Short-toed.  European  news, 

335 

, Lesser  Short-toed,  photograph,  136. 

plate  72 


Lark,  Mongolian,  field  characters,  652-4, 
plate  345 

, Shore,  European  news.  20.  335;  sug- 
gested name  change,  367 

, Short-toed,  European  news,  20; 

accepted  records  1987,  571-2 

, White-winged,  field-characters,  653-4 

Lams  argentatus,  see  Gull,  Herring 

atricilla,  see  Gull,  Laughing 

audouinii.  see  Gull.  Audouin  s 

canus,  see  Gull,  Common 

delawarensis,  see  Gull,  Ring-billed 

genei,  see  Gull,  Slender-billed 

glaucoides,  see  Gull,  Iceland 

kyperboreus,  see  Gull.  Glaucous 

ichthyaetus,  see  Gull,  Great  Black- 
headed 

marinus,  see  Gull,  Great  Black-backed 

melanocephalus,  see  Gull.  Mediterranean 

minutus,  see  Gull,  Little 

Philadelphia,  see  Gull,  Bonaparte  s 

pipixcan,  see  Gull.  Franklin’s 

ridibundus,  see  Gull,  Black-headed 

sabini,  see  Chill,  Sabine's 

Latham,  David,  photograph,  38,  plate  13 
Leptoptilos  cnimemfents,  see  Marabou 
Lewis,  Vic,  note  on  aberrant  song  of  Wood 
Warbler  in  presence  of  Cuckoo,  646-7 
Lilleleht,  Vilju,  European  news,  330-40 
l.imicola  falcinellus.  see  Sandpiper,  Broad- 
billed 

Limnodromus  scolopaceus,  see  Dowitcher.  Long- 
billed 

Limosa  lapponica,  see  Godwit,  Bar-tailed 

limosa,  see  Godwit,  Black-tailed 

Linnet,  suggested  name  change.  374 
Little.  B.,  see  Atkin,  k..  et  at. 

I.ocustella  certhiola.  see  Warbler,  Pallas’s 
Grasshopper 

ftuviatilis , see  Warbler,  River 

lanceolata,  see  Warbler.  I.anceolated 

luscinioides.  see  Warbler,  Savi's 

Lowe,  Andv,  review  of  Clarke:  Where  to  Watch 
Birds  in  East  Anglia.  79-80 
Loxia  cuivirostra.  see  Crossbill 

leucoptera,  see  Crossbill,  Two-barred 

pytyopsit  tarns.  see  Crossbill.  Parrot 

l.ullula  arborea,  see  Woodlark 
Luscinia  nane.  see  Robin,  Siberian  Blue 

luscinia.  see  Nightingale.  Thrush 

megarhynchos,  see  Nightingale 

svecica.  see  Bluethroat 

Lymnocryptes  minimus,  see  Snipe.  Jack 


McGeehan.  Anthony,  photographs  of  Rose- 
breasted Grosbeak,  96,  plate  60;  576. 
plate  302 
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McGinnity,  Noreen,  see  Feare,  G.  J. 
Mackrill,  Ed,  photograph  of  Guillemot,  25, 
66,  plates  9,  37;  of  Ring-billed  Gull,  133, 
plate  68;  of  Yelkouan  Shearwater,  310, 
plate  166;  note  on  first  record  of ‘Balearic 
Shearwater’  for  the  Southern  Hemis- 
phere, 322;  photograph  of  Gannet  show- 
ing characteristics  of  Cape  Gannet  and 
Australasian  Gannet,  683,  plate  354 

, — , see  Bourne,  \V.  R.  P.,  et  al. 

, , and  Yesou,  P.,  note  on  leucism 

and  partial  albinism  in  Balearic  race  of 
Manx  Shearwater,  235-6,  plate  140 
Madge,  S.  C.,  review  of  Grant  et  al.:  Internatio- 
nal Bird  Identification,  474 
Magpie,  suggested  name  change,  372; 

effects  of  predation  on  passerines,  657-8 
Magyar,  Gabor,  and  Waliczky,  Zoltan, 
European  news,  14-23,  330-40 
Mainardi,  R.,  photograph  of  Lesser  Crested 
and  Sandwich  Terns,  217,  plate  1 19 
Maker,  P.  A.,  photographs  of  Chimney 
Swift,  570,  plates  289-92 
Malins,Jack,  photograph  of  Ring-billed  and 
Black-headed  Gulls,  297,  plate  164 
Malkinson,  A.  R.,  see  Grove,  S.  J.,  et  al. 
Mallard,  diving  in  deep,  fast-flowing  water, 
70 

Marabou,  suggested  name  change,  359 
March  reports,  347-51,  plates  183-8 
Marchant,  John,  review  of  Nethersole- 
Thompson:  Waders,  35-6 
Marsh,  B.,  photographs  of  Sabine’s  Gull, 
664,  plates  348-50 

Martin,  Aurelio,  and  Emmerson,  Keith, 
European  news,  14-23,  330-40 
Martin,  House,  behaviour  of  Swifts  al  col- 
ony, 530 

, Sand,  apparently  dusting,  72 

Martins,  Rod,  review  of  Pratt,  Bruner  and 
Berrett:  ,4  Field  Guide  to  the  Birds  of  Hawaii 
and  the  Tropical  Pacific,  81-2;  short  review, 
289 

Mason,  Robin,  note  on  hovering  flight  of 
Tawny  Owl,  and  possible  cause  of 
increased  mortality  in  cold  weather,  71-2 
Mather,  J.  R.,  see  Atkin,  K.,  et  al. 

Maxwell,  J.  C.,  note  on  Blackbird  laying 
eggs  on  bare  vegetation  debris,  325 
May  reports,  479-82,  plates  238-40 
Mead,  Paul,  2nd  place,  Young  Ornithologist 
ol  the  Year  1987,  138;  photograph,  195, 
plate  104 

Melanitta  nigra,  see  Scoter,  Common 

perspicillata,  see  Scoter,  Surf 

Melanocorypha  calandra , see  Lark,  Calandra 
— leucoplera,  see  Lark,  White-winged 
— mongolica,  see  Lark,  Mongolian 
Mell  is,  Reg  J.,  photograph  of  Hoopoe,  43, 


plate  18;  of  Sabine’s  Gull,  87,  plates  43-4; 
of  Desert  Wheatear,  96,  plate  59;  of 
Isabelline  £>hrike,  147,  plates  85-6;  of 
Rose-coloured  Starling,  147,  plate  87;  of 
Spoonbills,  522,  plate  266 
Melville,  David  S.,  letter  on  Hong  Kong 
birding,  329 

Merganser,  Hooded,  European  news,  15; 

accepted  record  1983,  550-1 
Mergus  albellus , see  Smew 

cucullatus,  see  Merganser,  Hooded 

Merlin,  pollutants  in  eggs  and  their  effect  on 
breeding,  258-69,  plates  146-9;  habitat 
preferences  and  prey  in  winter,  269-74; 
urban  populations  in  Canada,  274-7, 
plates  150-2;  taking  Leach’s  Petrel,  395 
Merops  apiaster,  see  Bee-eater 
Messenbird,  G.  D.  J.,  photograph  of  Grey 
Phalarope,  88,  plate  46 
Messenger,  1).,  et  al.,  note  on  Kestrel  taking 
Leach’s  Petrel,  395 

Micropalama  himantopus,  see  Sandpiper,  Stilt 
Mild,  Krister,  see  Alstrom,  Per 
Miller,  David,  photograph  of  Baird’s  Sand- 
piper, 557,  plate  283 

Mills,  Richard  T.,  photographs  of  Bald 
Eagle,  143,  plates  78-9;  of  Cranes,  251, 
plate  143;  of  Osprey,  348,  plate  183;  of 
Alpine  Swift,  350,  plates  184-5;  of  Blue 
l it,  508,  plate  246;  of  Wilson’s  Phalarope, 
508,  plate  247;  of  Curlews  and  Oyster- 
catchers,  509,  plate  249;  of  Wilson’s 
Phalarope  with  Ruff,  561,  plate  285;  of 
Caspian  Tern,  664,  plate  351;  of  Stilt 
Sandpiper,  665,  plate  352 
Milvus  migrans,  see  Kite,  Black 

milvus,  see  Kite,  Red 

Mitchell,  Dominic,  photograph  of  Sabine’s 
Gull,  90,  plate  51;  of  Rose-coloured  Star- 
ling, 588.  plate  306 

Mniotilta  varia,  see  Warbler,  Black-and-white 
Monroe,  Burt  L.  Jr.,  letter  on  BOl'  list  of 
name  changes,  472-3 

Monthly  marathon  2:  9,  plate  34;  10,  plate 
63;  1 1,  plate  88;  12,  plate  92;  13,  plate  144; 
14,  plate  159;  15,  plate  189;  3:  1,  plate  200; 
2,  plate  215;  3,  plate  243;  4,  plate  322;  5, 
plate  353 

Monti  cola  saxatilis,  see  Thrush,  Rock 

solitarius,  see  Thrush,  Blue  Rock 

Montijringilla  nivalis,  see  Snowfinch 
Moon,  Andrew,  photograph  of  Two-barred 
Greenish  Warbler,  95,  plate  58;  of  Sub- 
alpine  Warbler,  582,  plate  305 
Moore,  Norman,  review  of  Nicholson:  The 
Next)  Environmental  Age,  191 
Moorhen,  European  news,  16;  suggested 
name  change,  362;  laying  in  Black-headed 
Gull’s  nest,  641-3,  plate  342 
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Morgan,  P.  J„  see  Atkin,  K„  et  at. 

Morrison,  S.,  photograph  of  Red-looted 
Falcon,  552,  plate  281 
Moss,  Robert,  short  review,  878 
Motacilla  citreola , see  Wagtail,  Citrine 

- ftava.  see  Wagtail,  Yellow 
Mountfort,  Guy,  note  on  crown  colour  of 

White-crowned  Black  Wheatear,  78-9 
Mulder,  Jan,  photographs  of  Crested  and 
I.esser  Crested  ferns,  215-8,  plates  114, 
I 17 

Munns,  R.  1*.  1).,  letter  on  suggested 
changes  to  the  English  names  of  some 
Western  Palearctic  birds,  859-80 
Muscicapa  lalirostris.  see  Flycatcher,  Asian 
Brown 

- striata , see  Flycatcher,  Spotted 
Musgrave,  Tessa,  photographs  of  1988  ‘Bird 

Photograph  of  the  Year’  award,  478, 
plates  235-8;  photographs  of  bird  illustra- 
tion awards,  804-5,  plates  312-5 
Munsterman,  P.,  photograph  of  Sandwich 
Tern,  408,  plate  198 
Mynnecocichla  aethiops.  see  Ant-chat 
Mystery  photographs;  128,  plate  9;  129, 
plate  38;  130,  plate  73;  131,  plate  90;  132, 
plate  134;  133,  plate  158;  134.  plate  189; 
135,  plate  198;  138,  plate  214;  137.  plate 
242;  138,  plate  310;  139,  plate  335 
Mystery'  photographs,  answers  to:  127,  23-5; 
128,88-7;  129,  134-7;  130,  181-3;  131.233- 
5;  132,278-81;  133,320-1;  134.390-3;  135, 
446-7;  136,491-3;  137,596-9;  138,624-9 


Xazar,  Michael,  see  Xazar,  Wendy 
Xazar,  Wendy  . Xazar,  Michael  and  key  nier. 
Ian  F.,  note  on  Barn  Owls  nesting  in  wells 
in  Portugal,  237-8 

A 'ectarinia  osea,  see  Sunbird,  Orange-tufted 
A 'eophron  pernwpterus , see  Vulture,  Egyptian 
Xethersole- 1 hompson,  1).,  short  review, 
287-8 

Xetta  rttfina.  see  Pochard,  Red-crested 
Xews  and  comment,  37-40.  plate  13;  82-6. 
plate  42;  139-40.  plates  74-5;  194-7,  plate 
104;  245-7;  290-1;  344-7;  416;  476-8. 
plates  235-7;  516-20,  plates  260-2;  602-5. 
plates  31  1-5;  684-5 

Xewton,  Geoffrey  I ..  note  on  Blue  Fits  with 
various  bill  deformities,  648-9 
Xewton,  I.,  and  Haas,  M.  B„  pollutants  in 
Merlin  eggs  and  their  effects  on  breeding, 
258-69,  plates  146-9 

Xicholls,  Howard,  photograph  of  Pied-billed 
Grebe,  297,  plate  162 


Nicholson,  E.  M.,  obituary  of  Stanlev 
Cramp  OBE,  BA  (1913-1987),  10-3,  plate 
5;  the  bird  population  of  Great  Britain, 
613-24,  plates  323-6 

Xighthawk,  suggested  name  change,  366 
Nightingale,  suggested  name  change,  369 

, Thrush,  European  news,  336; 

accepted  records  1984-7.  578 
Nightjar,  suggested  name  change,  366 
Xikander,  Pekka,  photograph,  516,  plate  260 
Xisbet,  I.  C.  T„  see  Atkin,  K.,  et  at. 
November  reports,  141-7.  plates  76-87 
Xucijraga  caiyocatactes , see  Nutcracker 
A umenius  arquata , see  Curlew 

- madagascariensis,  see  Curlew,  Far  East- 
ern 

minutus , see  Whimbrel,  I.ittle 

phaeopus,  see  Whimbrel 

lenuirostris.  see  Curlew.  Slender-billed 
Nurney,  Dave,  letter  on  open-countrv  birds, 
472 

Nutcracker,  suggested  name  change,  372; 

accepted  record  1987.  587 
Nuthatch,  European  news,  21;  suggested 
name  change,  371 

— , Great  Rock,  suggested  name  change, 
371 

, Rock,  suggested  name  change,  371 

Syclea  scandiaca.  see  Owl,  Snowv 
Sycticorax  nxcticorax,  see  Heron,  Night 


Obituaries:  Stanley  Cramp  OBE.  BA  (1913- 
1987),  10-3,  plate  5;  Iain  Grant,  39; 
Bernard  King  (1907-1987),  166-70,  plate 
91;  Dorothy  Rook.  518 
Oceaniles  oceanicus.  see  Petrel.  Wilson's 
Oceanodroma  castro.  see  Petrel.  Madeiran 

leucorhoa.  see  Petrel,  Leach's 

monorhis.  see  Petrel,  Swinhoe's 

October  reports,  86-97.  plates  43-62 
Oddie,  Bill,  rev  iew  of  Harrison  and  Sankey : 
W here  to  W atch  Birds  in  the  W est  Midlands. 
668-9 

Odin,  Nigel,  note  on  winter  feeding 
behaviour,  324 

O'Donnell,  Michael,  note  on  Siberian 
Thrush  in  Co.  Cork,  73-4,  plate  39 
Oenanthe  alboniger.  see  Wheatear,  Hume’s 

deserti.  see  Wheatear,  Desert 

finschii.  see  Wheatear.  Finsch's 

hispanica.  see  Wheatear,  Black-eared 

leucopvga , see  Wheatear,  White- 

crowned  Black 

oenanthe.  see  Wheatear 

picata.  see  Wheatear,  (Eastern  Pied 
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Oeminthe  pleschanka.  see  Wheatear,  Pied 
Ogilvie,  M.  A.,  review  of  Fowler  and  Cohen: 
Statistics  far  Ornithologists,  34-5;  review  of 
Maclean:  Ducks  of  Sub-Saharan  Africa,  81; 
first  meeting  of  County  Bird  Recorders, 
163-fi;  review  of  McFarland:  The  Oxford 
Companion  to  Animal  Behaviour,  244;  review 
of  Gillham:  Tufted  Ducks  in  a Royal  Bark, 
341-2;  review  of  RSFB  Consecration  Review, 
no.  1,  1987,  602;  review  of  Flail  and 
Govett:  11  here  to  Watch  Birds  in  Somerset, 
Avon,  Gloucestershire  and  W iltshire,  668 
Olioso.  G.,  photograph  of  Long-tailed  Fit, 
635,  plate  338 

Oliphant,  Lynn,  photographs  of  Merlins, 
275-6,  plates  150-2 

Olsen,  Klaus  Mailing,  photograph  of  Spot- 
ted Eagle,  224,  plate  133 
Olsson,  Urban,  see  Alstrom,  Per 
Onychognathus  tristramii,  see  Grackle,  Tris- 
tram's 

Oriole,  Baltimore,  suggested  name  change, 
375 

, Golden.  British  breeding  records  1985, 

123:  British  breeding  records  1986,  442 
— . Northern,  weather  patterns  and  trans- 
atlantic vagrancy,  484-6 
Oriolus  oriolus , see  Oriole,  Golden 
Ormerod,  S.  J. , see  Tyler,  Stephanie  J. 
Osgood,  Reginald  Alan,  note  on  reactions  of 
Grey  Heron  attacked  by  Kestrel,  600 
Osprey,  European  news,  16;  British  breed- 
ing records  1985,  111;  photograph,  348, 
plate  183;  British  breeding  records  1986, 
428 

Otis  tarda,  see  Bustard,  Great 
Ot us  scops,  see  Owl,  Scops 
Owl.  Barn,  nesting  in  wells  in  Portugal,  237- 
8 

, Eagle,  European  news,  19,  335 

, Great  Grey,  European  news,  335 

, Hume’s  Tawny,  suggested  name 

change,  366 

, Little,  European  news,  19 

, Pygmy,  European  news,  19 

, Scops,  suggested  name  change,  366; 

accepted  records  1985-6,  569 
, Snowy,  European  news,  19;  summer- 
ing in  Shetland,  1985,  117;  accepted 
records  1984-7,  569 

— , l awny,  hovering  (light  and  hunting 
behaviour  on  roads,  71-2 
— , Ural,  European  news,  19 
Oxyura  jamaicensis,  see  Duck,  Ruddy 

— leucocephala,  see  Duck,  White-headed 
Oystercatcher,  European  news,  332;  sug- 
gested name  change,  363;  photograph, 
509,  plate  249 


PJC  Award  1988,  299-305;  presentation, 
605,  plate  315 

Fagophila  ebumea.  see  Gull,  Ivor)' 

Palfrey,  John,  photographs  of  Dunn’s  Lark, 
67,  1 35-6,  plates  38,  69-71 
Palmgren,  Jorgen,  photograph  of  Ring- 
billed Gull,  128,  plate  65 
Fandion  haliaetus,  see  Osprey 
Famous  biannicus,  see  l it.  Bearded 
Parakeet,  Ring-necked,  suggested  name 
change,  366 

Parkes,  Kenneth  C.,  letter  on  ageing  and 
moult  of  Oriental  Skylark,  654 
Fanda  americana,  see  Parula,  Northern 
Panda,  Northern,  European  news,  338; 
weather  patterns  and  transatlantic  vag- 
rancy, 484-6;  accepted  record  1987,  590 
Pams  caeruleus,  see  Fit,  Blue 
Passer  domesticus,  see  Sparrow,  House 

hispaniolensis,  see  Sparrow,  Spanish 

luteus,  see  Sparrow,  Golden 

montanus,  see  Sparrow,  Free 

Passerina  cyanea,  see  Bunting,  Indigo 
Paterson,  Andrew  M.,  note  on  Pallid  Swifts 
nesting  in  palms,  29 

— , , see  Bourne,  W.  R.  P.,  el  al. 

Pay,  A.  R.,  photographs  of  Franklin’s  Gull, 
562,  plates  286-7 

Pearson,  D.  J.,  and  Backhurst,  G.  C.,  charac- 
ters and  taxonomic  position  of  Basra 
Reed  Warbler,  171-8,  plates  93-101 
Pelagodroma  marina,  see  Petrel,  Frigate 
Felecanus  onocrotalus,  see  Pelican,  White 
Pelican,  White,  European  news,  331;  sug- 
gested name  change,  359 
Pennington,  M.,  see  Messenger,  D. 
Peregrine,  European  news,  16;  suggested 
name  change,  361 ; taking  Leach’s  Petrels, 
395;  repeatedly  attacking  stationary  Buz- 
zard, 466 

Ferisoreus  infaustus,  see  Jav,  Siberian 
Perkins,  Simon,  photograph  of  Cox's  Sand- 
piper, 254,  plate  145 
Fends  apivorus,  see  Buzzard,  Honey 
Perrins,  C.  M.,  see  Glen,  N.  W. 

Peter,  K.,  note  on  I reecreeper  foraging  on 
treated  larch  fence,  649 
Petit,  Pierre,  photograph  of  Lesser  Crested 
and  Sandwich  Ferns,  217,  plate  1 18 
Petrel,  Bulwer’s,  1965  Irish  record  no  longer 
accepted,  539 

— , Capped,  suggested  name  change,  357; 
letters  on  rejection  of  Humberside  record, 
399-401 

, Frigate,  suggested  name  change,  357 

— , Leach’s,  photographs,  46,  plates  24-6; 
European  news,  330;  suggested  name 
change,  357;  prey  of  Kestrel,  Merlin  and 
Peregrine,  395;  landing  on  ship,  399 
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Petrel,  Madeiran,  suggested  name  c hange, 
358 

, Storm,  suggested  name  change,  357; 

landing  on  ship,  399 

, Swinhoe's,  suggested  name  change, 

357 

, While-faced,  Kuropean  news,  14 

— , Wilson’s,  suggested  name  change. 
357;  recorded  off  Land’s  Knd  be  John 
Gould,  402-3;  accepted  records  1986-87, 
539-40 

Pelrochelidon  pyrrhonota , see  Swallow,  Cliff 
Pet  rant  a petronia , see  Sparrow,  Rock 

xanthocollis , see  Sparrow,  Yellow- 

throated 

Phalacrocorax  aristotelis,  see  Shag 

tarbo , see  Cormorant 

pygmeus,  see  Cormorant,  Pygmy 

Phalarope,  Grey,  photographs,  88,  plates  46- 
7;  (ill),  plate  318;  Kuropean  news,  333 

, Red-necked,  British  breeding  records 

1985,  116;  British  breeding  records  1986, 
435 

— , Wilson’s,  Kuropean  news,  18;  photo- 
graphs, 43,  plate  19;  508,  plate  247; 
weather  patterns  and  transatlantic  vag- 
rancy, 486-90;  accepted  records  1987,  561, 
plate  285 

Phalaropus  fulicarius,  see  Phalarope,  Grev 
lobatus.  see  Phalarope,  Red-necked 

tricolor,  see  Phalarope,  Wilson’s 

Phasianus  colchicus,  see  Pheasant 
Pheasant,  suggested  name  change,  362 
Pheucticus  hidovicianus,  see  Grosbeak,  Rose- 
breasted 

Philomachus  pugnax,  see  Ruff 
Phoenicopterus  ruber , see  Flamingo,  Greater 
Phoenicurus  ochruros,  see  Redstart.  Black 

phoenicurus,  see  Redstart 

PhotoSpot:  24,  Parrot  Crossbill,  26-8,  plates 
10-12;  25,  Black  Vulture,  75-6,  plates  40- 
1;  26,  Lappet-faced  Vulture,  444-6.  plates 
21  1-2 

Phylloscopus  bonelli,  see  Warbler,  Bonetli's 

borealis,  see  Warbler,  Arctic 

col/vbita,  see  ChilTchalT 

/meatus,  see  Warbler,  Dusky 

inomatus,  see  Warbler,  Yellow-browed 

neglectus,  see  Warbler,  Plain  Willow 

nitidus.  see  Warbler,  Green 

plunibeitarsus.  see  Warbler,  1 wo- barred 

Greenish 

proregulus,  see  \\  arbler.  Pallas  s 

schwarzi,  see  Warbler,  Radde’s 

sibilatrix.  see  Warbler,  Wood 

trochiloides,  see  Warbler.  Greenish 

trochilus,  see  Warbler,  Willow 

Pica  pica,  see  Magpie 


Pico/zi,  N.,  note  on  distraction  displav  In 
Turnstone  near  Oyslercatcher  chicks  in 
mainland  Scotland.  643-4 
Pints  vaillantii.  see  Woodpecker.  Levaillant's 
Green 

viridis.  see  Woodpecker,  Green 

Pierce,  Andrew,  photograph  of  Night 
Heron,  411,  plate  201 

Pigeon,  Bolle's  Laurel,  suggested  name 
change,  366 

— . Long-toed,  suggested  name  change, 
366 

Pike,  Nicholas,  2nd  place.  Bird  Illustrator  of 
the  Year  1988,  299-305;  award  presenta- 
tion, 604,  plate  312 

Pintail,  British  breeding  records  1985.  106; 
suggested  name  change,  359;  British 
breeding  records  1986,  422-3 
Pipit,  American,  see  Pipit,  Buff-bellied 

, lily  ill's,  Kuropean  news,  335;  calls,  655 

— . Buff-bellied,  taxonomy,  206-11 
— , Meadow.  British  population  esti- 
mates, 615-22 

— . ( )live-backed,  Kuropean  news.  20.  335; 
accepted  records  1986-7,  577 
— , Pechora,  field  identification.  452-63, 
plates  218-27;  dark  neck  spot  not  reliable 
identification  feature,  469;  calls.  469-70 
— — , Red-throated,  Kuropean  news,  335; 
field  identification,  452-63,  plates  218, 
220.  225;  accepted  records  1985-7,  577-8 

, Richard’s,  Kuropean  news.  20,  335; 

photograph.  92,  plate  54 

, Rock,  split  into  three  species,  368 

, Rock/Water,  taxonomy  of  super- 
species Anthus  petmsus.  spinoletla  and  rubes- 
cens,  206-1  1 

, Water,  feeding  in  close  association 

with  man,  182-3;  unusually  tame,  183; 
taxonomy,  206-1 1 
Platalea  leucorodia,  see  Spoonbill 
Plectrophenax  niralis,  see  Bunting,  Snow 
Plegadis  falcineUus,  see  Ibis,  Glossy 
Plover,  American  Golden,  Kuropean  news, 
17;  calling  from  ground.  179-80;  accepted 
records  1986-7.  556 

, Blackhead,  suggested  name  change, 

364 

- — — . Caspian,  Kuropean  news,  1 7 

. Egyptian,  suggested  name  change,  363 

, Golden,  suggested  name  change,  364 

. Greater  Sand.  Kuropean  news,  1 7, 

333;  accepted  record  1985,  555;  photo- 
graphs, 610-1.  plates  317,  320 
— — , Kentish.  British  breeding  record  1985, 
114 

— . Kittlitz’s  Sand,  suggested  name 

change,  363-4 
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Plover,  Lesser  Golden,  split  into  two  species, 
364 

, Little  Ringed,  European  news,  333 

— , Pacific  Golden,  European  news,  17; 
accepted  record  1986,  556 

, Sociable,  European  news,  333; 

accepted  record  1987,  556 
Pluvialis  apricaria.  see  Plover.  Golden 

dominica.  see  Plover,  American  Golden 

)idva.  see  Plover,  Pacific  Golden 

squatarola,  see  Plover,  Grey 

Pluvianus  aegyplius.  see  Plover,  Egyptian 
Pochard,  suggested  name  change,  359;  Brit- 
ish breeding  records  1986,  424 
— , Red-crested.  European  news,  15 
Podiceps  auritus.  see  Grebe,  Slavonian 

cnstatus.  see  Grebe,  Great  Crested 

grisegena,  see  Grebe,  Red-necked 

nigrirollis,  see  Grebe,  Black-necked 

Podilymbus  podiceps.  see  Grebe,  Pied-billed 
Polysticta  stelleri.  see  Eider,  Steller’s 
Porphyrio  porphyrin , see  Gallinule,  Purple 
Porter,  R.  F..  photograph  of  Stanley  Cramp, 

1 1 , plate  5 

Porzona  Carolina , see  Sora 

part'd , see  Crake,  Little 

porzana , see  Crake,  Spotted 

— pusilla.  see  Crake,  Baillon’s 

Prater,  Tony,  review  of  Lane:  Shorebirds  in 
Australia,  190;  mystery  photograph  134: 
Far  Eastern  Curlew,  390-3,  plates  192-5 
Pratincole,  accepted  records  1987,  555 
— , Black-winged,  European  news,  17 
— , Collared,  European  news,  17; 
accepted  records  1987,  555 
Prinia  gracilis,  see  Warbler,  Graceful 
Product  reports:  AICO  International  'Jason 
Sound  Amplifier’,  277-8,  plate  153 
Prunella  atrogularis,  see  Accentor,  Black- 
throated 

modularis,  see  Dunnock 

montanella , see  Accentor,  Siberian 

Pryce,  A.,  photographs  of  Ring-billed  Gull, 
144-5,  plates  81-2 

Prytherch,  Robin,  new  Editorial  Board 
member,  1-2,  plate  1;  obituary  of  Bernard 
King  (1907-1987),  166-70,  plate  91;  short 
review,  677 

— , , and  Everett,  Mike,  news  and 

comment,  see  News  and  comment 
Psitlacula  krameri,  see  Parakeet,  Ring-necked 
Pterodroma  hasitata.  see  Petrel,  Capped 
Puffin,  suggested  name  change,  365;  Scot- 
tish population  estimates,  616 
Puffinus  assimilis,  see  Shearwater,  Little 

— gavia,  see  Shearwater,  Fluttering 

- hultoni,  see  Shearwater,  Hutton’s 

- Iheminieri , see  Shearwater,  Audubon’s 
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Puffinus  puffinus  auricularis.  see  Shearwater, 
Townsend’s 

newulli , see  Shearwater,  Newell’s 

puffinus.  see  Shearwater,  Manx 

— yelkouan  mauretanicus,  see  Shearwater, 
Yelkouan 

opisthomelas.  see  Shearwater, 

Black-vented 

yelkouan.  see  Shearwater, 

Yelkouan 

Pycnonolus  barbalus,  see  Bulbul,  Common 

xanthopygos,  see  Bulbul,  Yellow-vented 

Pyrrhocorax  graculus,  see  Chough,  Alpine 

pyrrhocorax.  see  Chough 

Pyrrhula  pyrrhula.  see  Bullfinch 


Quail,  suggested  name  change,  362;  British 
breeding  records  1986,  430-1 
— , Bobwhite,  suggested  name  change, 
361 


Radford,  A.  P.,  note  on  Skylark  singing  close 
to  hovering  Kestrel,  72 
Rare  Breeding  Birds  Panel,  rare  breeding 
birds  in  the  United  Kingdom  in  1985,  99- 
125;  rare  breeding  birds  in  the  United 
Kingdom  in  1986,  417-44 
Rarities  Committee,  news  and  announce- 
ments, 464-5,  plate  228;  report  on  rare 
birds  in  Great  Britain  in  1987,  535-96, 
plates  279-307 

Raven,  suggested  name  change,  372;  Fulmar 
attempting  to  take  young  from  nest,  641 
Raynor,  E.  M.,  note  on  Goldcrests  eating 
lichen-covered  bark,  239-40 
Razorbill,  European  news,  335 
Readership  survey,  203-5 
Rebecca,  Graham  W.,  note  on  Woodpigeons 
nesting  on  sea  cliffs  and  inside  buildings, 
28-9 

Recent  reports,  50;  148;  252;  298;  352;  416; 

482;  534;  611;  686 
Recurvirostra  avosella.  see  Avocet 
Redman,  Nigel,  review  of  Mild:  Soviet  Bird 
Songs.  670-1 

Redpoll,  European  news,  21.  338;  suggested 
name  change,  374 

— , Arctic,  European  news,  21.  338; 
accepted  records  1984-7,  589 
Redshank,  suggested  name  change,  365; 
eating  fish,  397 

— , Spotted,  European  news,  333 
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Redstart,  suggested  name  change,  369 
— , American,  accepted  record  1985,  590 

, Black,  British  breeding  records  1985, 

1 18;  British  breeding  records  1986,  437-9 
Redwing,  British  breeding  records  1985, 
119-20;  wintering  numbers  in  Britain, 
232-3;  British  breeding  records  1986,  439; 
photograph,  580,  plate  303 
Regains  ignicapillus , see  Firecrest 

regains,  see  Goldcrest 

Reid,  K.,  note  on  early  acquisition  of  first- 
winter  plumage  by  White-winged  Black 
Tern,  398 

Reid,  Martin,  photograph  of  Grey  Phalar- 
ope,  610,  plate  318 
Remiz  pend u I in  us,  see  Tit,  Penduline 
Requests:  colour-ringed  Dotterels,  records 
from  North  Rona  and  Sula  Sgeir,  bad 
photographs,  187-8;  Atlas  of  Breeding 
Birds  of  the  Algarve,  avian  pathology  and 
disease:  register  of  laboratories  and  refer- 
ence centres,  transparencies  of  1987  rari- 
ties, 225;  photographs  of  Israeli  birds, 
341;  photographs  needed,  404-5;  plum- 
ages of  gannets,  Slender-billed  Curlew 
surveys,  Gambian  records,  records  of 
Moroccan  birds,  snow-field  feeding  by 
birds,  (583-4,  plate  354 
Reviews: 

Blunden  and  Curry:  The  Changing  Coun- 
tryside, 33-4 

Cadman,  Eagles  and  Helleiner:  Atlas  of 
the  /heeding  Birds  of  Ontario,  405-6 
Clarke:  W here  to  Watch  Birds  in  East  Anglia. 

79-80 

Clews,  Heryet  and  l rodd:  Where  to  Watch 
Birds  in  Bedfordshire , Berkshire.  Bucking- 
hamshire, Hertfordshire  and  Oxfordshire, 
473-4 

Colston  and  Burton:  A Field  Guide  to  the 
Waders  of  Britain  and  Europe  with  North 
Africa  and  the  Middle  East,  667 
Croxall:  Seabirds.  243 
Fowler  and  Cohen:  Statistics  for  Orni- 
thologists, 34-5 

Fry’,  Keith  and  Urban:  The  Birds  of  Africa. 
vol.  Ill,  667-8 

Gensbol:  Collins  Guide  to  the  Birds  oj Prey  of 
Britain  and  Europe,  285-6 
Gillham:  Tufted  Ducks  in  a Royal  Park.  341  - 
2 

Gooders:  Where  to  Watch  Birds  in  Britain 
and  Europe.  503-4 

Grant  el  al.:  International  Bird  Identification, 
474 

Hall  and  Covet t:  Where  to  Watch  Birds  in 
Somerset,  Aeon,  Gloucestershire  and  Wilt- 
shire, 668 


Harrison  and  Sankey:  Where  to  Watch 
Birds  in  the  West  Midlands.  669 
Henry:  High  light  the  Wild,  188 
Hill  and  Langsbury:  .4  Eield  Guide  to 
Photographing  Birds  in  Britain  and  Western 
Europe.  189 

Hill  and  Robertson:  The  Pheasant.  669-70 
Hope-Jones:  The  Natural  History  of  Bardsey, 
670 

I losking  and  Flegg:  Eric  Hosking's  Birds  of 
Prey  of  the  World,  286 
Hume:  Observers  Birds,  50th  Anniversary 
Edition,  35 

Isler  and  lsler:  The  Tanagers.  406 
Johnsgard:  Diving  Birds  of  North  America. 
243-4 

Johnsgard:  The  Qiiails,  Partridges  and  Fran- 
colins  of  the  World,  670 
Kettle:  British  Bird  Songs  and  Calls.  189-90 
Fane:  Shorebirds  in  Australia,  190 
McFarland:  The  Oxford  Companion  to  Ani- 
mal Behaviour,  244 

Maclean:  Ducks  of  Sub-Saharan  Africa.  81 
Madge  and  Burn:  Wildfowl.  406-7 
Mild:  Soviet  Bird  Songs.  670-1 
Nau,  Boon  and  Knowles:  Bedfordshire 
Wildlife,  342-3 

Nethersole- T hompson:  Waders,  35-6 
Nicholson:  The  New  Environmental  Age, 

191 

Oddie:  Birdwatching  with  Bill  Oddie,  504-5 
Ogilvie  and  Ogilvie:  Flamingos.  475 
Owen,  Atkinson-M  illes  and  Salmon: 
Wildfowl  in  Great  Britain,  36-7 
Pernin:  / vs  Oiseau.x  de  France  en  Concert, 
vol.  1,80-1 

Pernin : J'ecoute  vivre  . . . vol.  1.  80-1 
Pernin:  Is  Chant  de  nos  Oiseaux,  vols.  1-3, 

80-1 

Polking:  Nature  Photography  Yearbook  1987- 
88.  191 

Pratt,  Bruner  and  Berrett:  .4  Field  Guide  to 
the  Birds  of  Hawaii  and  the  Tropical  Pacipc. 

81-2 

Pyle  et  al.:  Identification  Guide  to  North 
American  Passerines.  192 
RSPB  Conservation  Review.  No.  I,  1987.602 
Readers  Digest  Complete  Book  of  Australian 
Birds.  671-2 

Rogers.  Blunden  and  Currv:  The  Country- 
side Handbook,  33-4 

Saunders:  1 1 here  to  Watch  Birds  in  Wales. 
407-8 

Sitters:  Tetrad  Atlas  of  the  Breeding  Birds  of 
Devon.  672 

Slater:  The  Slater  Eield  Guide  to  Australian 
Birds.  192-3 

SO  YON:  Atlas  van  de  Nederlandse  \oge!s, 
475 
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Stephens  and  Krebs:  Foraging  Theory.  82 
St  roud  el  at. : Birds.  Bogs  and  Forestry.  1 93-4 
Taylor,  W heatley  and  Prater:  Where  to 
Watch  Birds  in  Kent.  Surrey  and  Sussex. 
872-3 

Tso-Hsin:  4 Synopsis  of  the  Avifauna  of 
China.  673 

Tyler  el  at.:  The  Gwent  Atlas  oj  Breeding 
Birds.  673 

W iist:  Avifauna  Bavahae,  Band  II,  343 
Rhodostethia  rosea,  see  (bill.  Ross’s 
The  Richard  Richardson  Award  1988,  299- 
305;  award  presentation,  605,  plate  314 
Riddiford.  Nick,  review  of  Pyle  el  at.:  Identi- 
fication Guide  to  Xortli  American  Passer- 
ines. 192 

— , , and  F.llis.  Pete,  note  on  calls  of 

Pechora  Pipit.  469-70 

, , and  Harvey,  Paul,  note  on  dark 

neck  spot  of  Pechora  Pipit,  469 
Ripaiia  ripaiia.  see  Martin,  Sand 
Rissa  tiidactyla.  see  Kit ti wake 
Rivasto,  Ari,  photograph  of  Siberian 
Meadow  Bunting,  22,  plates  6-7 
Roberts,  John  I-awton.  photographs  of  Black 
Grouse,  6-8,  plates  2-4 
Robertson,  lain,  mysterv  photograph  128: 
Guillemot,  66-7;  mystery  photograph  131: 
Lesser  Spotted  Eagle,  223-5,  plates  132-3 
Robin,  attacking  common  lizard,  238;  sug- 
gested name  change,  369;  British  popula- 
tion estimates,  614-22,  plate  323 
— , American,  weather  patterns  and  trans- 
atlantic vagrancy,  484-6 
— . Black  Bush,  European  news,  20 
— , Siberian  Blue.  European  news,  336 
— , White-throated,  European  news,  20 
Roche,  }.,  photograph  of  Lesser  Spotted 
Eagle,  163,  223^  plate  90,  132 
Rogers,  M.  J..  product  report,  277-8,  plate 
153;  report  on  rare  birds  in  Great  Britain 
in  1987,  535-96,  plates  279-307 
Rogers,  Mike,  short  review,  677 
Rokala,  Asko,  photographs  of  Black- 
throated  Accentor,  336,  plates  179-80 
Roller,  European  news,  335;  suggested 
name  change,  367;  accepted  record  1987, 
571 

Rook,  Dorothy,  obituary,  518 
Rook,  British  population  estimates,  614-22 
Roosting:  Yellow  Wagtail,  29-30;  Dipper, 
644-5 

Rosefinch,  Pallas’s,  European  news,  338; 
photograph,  521,  plate  265 
— , Scarlet,  European  news,  22,  338; 
summering  in  Scotland  1985,  125;  sug- 
gested name  change,  374;  British  breed- 
ing records  1986,  443 
Rostratula  benghalensis.  see  Snipe,  Painted 


Round,  Philip  1).,  letter  on  held  identifica- 
tion of  Radde’s  and  Dusky  Warblers,  532 

, , and  Sharrock,  J.  T.  R.,  Birdcraft 

1:  I rail-walking,  678-80 
Ruff,  British  breeding  records  1985,  1 15; 

British  breeding  records  1986,  434 
Rumis,  Louis,  photograph  of  Bewick’s  Swan 
e.  columbianus , 545,  plate  280 


Saker.  suggested  name  change,  361 

Salaman,  Paul.  Young  Ornithologist  of  the 
War  1987,  138;  photograph,  195,  plate 
104 

Sanderling,  flocking  with  Turnstones  to  take 
bread,  180-1 

Sandpiper,  Baird’s,  European  news,  333; 
weather  patterns  and  transatlantic  vag- 
rancy,  486-90;  accepted  records  1986-7, 
557,  plate  283 

— , Broad-billed,  European  news,  17; 
photograph,  510,  plate  251;  accepted 
records  1985-7,  558 
— , Buff-breasted,  European  news,  17 
— , Common,  photograph,  510,  plate  250 
— , Cox’s,  World's  first  known  juvenile, 
253-7,  plate  145;  Hong  Kong  record  not 
submitted,  532-3 

*-,  Curlew,  weather  patterns  and  trans- 
atlantic vagrancy,  486-90 

, Green,  European  news,  18 

— , Marsh,  European  news,  18;  accepted 
records  1987,  559 

, Pectoral.  European  news,  17,  333; 

photograph,  42,  plate  17;  weather  pat- 
terns and  transatlantic  vagrancy,  486-90 
— , Purple,  European  news,  17;  British 
breeding  records  1985,  1 15;  eating  fish — 
and  chips,  397;  British  breeding  records 
1986,  433-4 

, Semipalmated,  accepted  record  1986, 

556 

— , Sharp-tailed,  weather  patterns  and 
transatlantic  vagrancy,  486-90;  accepted 
record  1987,  558 
— , Solitary,  European  news,  18 

, Spotted,  photograph,  296.  plate  160; 

European  news,  333;  accepted  records 
1 986-7,  560,  plate  284;  feeding  with 
Chaffinches  among  beech  mast,  644 
— . Stilt,  accepted  record  1987,  558 
— , Terek,  European  news,  18,  333; 
accepted  record  1987,  560;  photograph, 
611,  plate  321 

— , Upland,  European  news,  333; 
accepted  record  1986,  559 
— , Western,  European  news,  333;  mys- 
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ter)-  photograph,  447,  492,  plates  214, 
241;  removed  from  Irish  list,  556 

, White-rumped,  European  news,  17, 

333;  weather  patterns  and  transatlantic 
vagrancy,  486-90;  accepted  records  1985- 
7,  557 

Wood,  European  news,  18;  British 

breeding  records  1985,  I 16;  British  breed- 
ing records  1986,  435;  using  tail-pattern 
in  threat  postures,  466-8,  plates  229-33 
Saxicola  lorquata , see  Stonechat 
Scaup,  suggested  name  change,  360;  sum- 
mering in  Britain  1986,  424-5;  photograph 
of  hybrid  X l ulled  Duck,  651,  plate  344 
Schouten,  Hans,  photograph  of  Black- 
necked Grebe,  513,  plate  257;  of  Cormor- 
ant, 685,  plate  355 
Scolopax  ivsticola , see  Woodcock 
Scoter,  Common,  British  breeding  records 
1985,  107-8;  European  news,  332;  sug- 
gested name  change,  360;  British  breed- 
ing records  1986,  425;  accepted  records  of 
M.  n.  americana  1982-7,  549-50 

, Surf,  accepted  records  1985-7,  550 

See-see,  suggested  name  change,  361 
September  reports,  41-8,  plates  14-33 
Serin,  British  breeding  records  1985,  124-5; 
suggested  name  change,  373;  British 
breeding  records  1986,  443 

, Red-fronted,  European  news,  21 

Serinus  canaria , see  Canary 

pusillus,  see  Serin,  Red-fronted 

sennas,  see  Serin 

Setophaga  niticilla.  see  Redstart,  American 
Seventy- five  years  ago,  9;  77;  139;  160;  222; 

291;  321;  354;  465;  505;  599;  666 
Shackleton,  Keith,  see  Gillmor,  Robert 
Shag,  European  news,  330;  Scottish  popula- 
tion estimates,  616 

Sharrock,  Erika,  photograph  of  Rarities 
Committee,  464,  plate  228 
Sharrock,  J.  1.  R..  binoculars  and  telescopes 
survey,  149-60;  review  of  Kettle:  British 
Bird  Songs  and  Calls.  189-90;  of  Polking: 
A dl arc  Photography  Yearbook  1987-88.  191;  of 
Cadman,  Eagles  and  Helleitier:  Atlas  of  the 
Breeding  Birds  ol  Ontario.  405-6:  ol  SON  ON: 
Atlas  van  de  Xederland.se  Vogels.  475;  photo- 
graph of  Dennis  Coutts,  478,  plate  237; 
review  of  Oddie:  Birdwatching  with  Bill 
Oddie.  504-5;  note  on  Isabelline  Wheatear 
using  ‘canopy  technique'  when  feeding, 
530-1;  reviews  of  Fry,  Keith  and  Urban: 
The  Birds  of  Africa,  vol.  III.  667-8:  of  Hill 
and  Robertson:  The  Pheasant.  669-70;  of 
Hope  Jones:  The  Xaturaf  History  of  Bardsey. 
670;  of  Johnsgard:  The  Quails.  Partridges  and 
Francolins  of  the  World,  670;  ol  Reader  s Digest 
Complete  Book  of  Australian  Birds.  671-2;  of 


Sitters:  Tetrad  Atlas  of  the  Breeding  Birds  of 
Devon.  672;  of  Tso-Hsin:  .4  Synopsis  oj  the 
Avifauna  of  China,  673;  of  Tyler  et  al .:  The 
Gwent  Atlas  oj  Breeding  Birds,  673;  short 
reviews,  286-9,  674-8 

, , see  Atkin.  K.,  et  al. 

, , see  Chandler,  R.  J.,  et  al. 

, , see  Gillmor,  Robert 

, , see  Round.  Philip  1). 

, , see  Smith,  Don,  et  al. 

Shearwater,  Audubon’s,  European  news,  14; 
status  in  Britain,  401-2 

, Balearic,  taxonomic  status,  306-19, 

plates  166-7;  first  record  for  Southern 
Hemisphere.  322 

, Cory’s,  photograph,  313,  plate  167; 

landing  on  ship,  400,  plate  197 

, Fluttering,  taxonomic  status,  306-19 

. Hutton's,  taxonomic  status,  306-19 

, Little,  European  news,  14.  330;  status 

in  Britain,  401-2 

, Manx,  European  news,  14:  mystery 

photograph,  137,  161-3,  plates  73,  89: 
leucism  and  partial  albinism  in  P.  b. 
niauretanieus.  235-6,  plate  140;  taxonomic 
status,  306-19;  European  news,  330 
— — , Newell’s,  taxonomic  status,  306-19 

. Townsend’s,  taxonomic  status,  306-19 

. Yelkouan,  taxonomic  status,  306-19. 

plates  166-7;  status  in  Britain.  401-2 
Shelduck,  suggested  name  change,  359 
Shirihai,  Hadoram,  PhotoSpot  25:  Black 
Vulture,  75-6,  plates  40-1;  note  on  iris 
colours  of  Sylvia  warblers,  325-8.  plates 
171-8;  European  news.  330-40;  PhotoSpot 
26;  Lappet-faced  Vulture,  444-6,  plates 
211-2 

— - — , , Dovrat,  Ehud.  and  Gelerl, 

Merav,  European  news,  14-23 
Shirlev . Bonnv.  short  review,  677 
Shorrock,  Guy,  photograph  of  Spotted 
Sandpiper,  560.  plate  284 
Short  reviews:  Askew,  674:  Bon,  286; 
Brockie.  286;  Cooke  and  Buckley,  286-7; 
Dallmann.  674;  Diamond  and  Filion,  287; 
Di  Silvestro,  287;  Emison  el  al.,  674: 
Eriksson,  287;  Firmin,  674;  Foschi  and 
Gellini,  287;  Geroudet,  674;  Giron  Pend- 
leton et  al.,  287;  Grimes,  287:  Harboard. 
287:  Heinrich,  674:  Holt.  674:  Hovel.  674- 
5;  Hudson  and  Lovel.  287:  Inskipp.  675; 
Kemp,  675;  Lindsay  et  al..  675;  Mac- 
bridge.  675;  McCanch.  675:  Mackenzie, 
288;  Martin,  288;  Maslow.  675;  Mead. 
288:  Muir.  676;  Patzold,  676:  Paterson, 
288-9;  Pemin,  676:  Polking,  676;  Porter, 
Jenkins  and  Gaski,  289;  Robinson,  289: 
Schmidt,  678;  Scott.  289;  Snow.  676; 
Soper,  678:  Tate,  677;  Thomas,  677; 
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Tilgner,  677;  Tulloch,  677;  van  Marie  and 
Voous,  677;  A’indevogel,  Duchalel  and 
Pastoret,  677;  Viney  and  Phillipps,  677; 
Wallace,  289;  Weston-Smith,  289;  W il- 
liams and  Austin,  678;  Woods,  678 
Shoveler,  European  news,  15;  suggested 
name  change,  359 

Shrike,  Black-headed  Bush,  suggested  name 
change,  37 1 -2 

, Brown,  accepted  record  1985,  586 

, Great  Grey,  accepted  record  of  L.  e. 

pallidirostris  1986,  587 
— , Isabelline,  photographs,  147,  plates 
85-6;  European  news,  338;  removed  from 
Irish  list,  586 

, Lesser  Grey,  accepted  records  1959- 

1987,  586 

, Red-backed,  British  breeding  records 

1985,  123-4;  split  into  two  species,  372; 
mystery  photograph,  393,  446,  plates  196, 
213;  British  breeding  records  1986,  442; 
photograph,  509,  plate  248 

, Woodchat,  photograph,  415,  plate 

208;  accepted  records  1974-87,  587 
Shrubb,  Michael,  review  of  Blunden  and 
Gurry:  The  Changing  Countryside,  33-4; 
review  of  Rogers,  Blunden  and  Gurry:  The 
Countryside  Handbook,  33-4 
Simmons,  K.  E.  L.,  photograph  of  Bernard 
King,  167,  plate  91;  review  of  Johnsgard: 
Diving  Birds  of  North  America.  243-4 
Siskin,  suggested  name  change,  373 
Sit/a  europaea,  see  Nuthatch 

neumayer,  see  Nuthatch,  Rock 

lephronota,  see  Nuthatch,  Great  Rock 

Skeen,  Roger  Q.,  note  on  unusual  escape 
flight  of  Grey  Heron,  236-7;  on  Peregrine 
repeatedly  attacking  stationary  Buzzard, 
466 

Skua,  Great,  European  news,  333 

— , Pomarine,  European  news,  18;  photo- 
graphs, 46-7,  plates  23,  27-9 
Skylark,  singing  close  to  hovering  Kestrel, 
72 

— , Oriental,  European  news,  20;  sug- 
gested name  change,  367;  field  characters, 
654 

Slade,  Brian  E.,  photograph  of  Ring-billed 
Gull,  144,  plate  80;  of  Bluethroat,  413, 
plate  203 

Smew,  summering  in  Scotland  1985,  108; 

summering  in  Scotland  1986,  426 
Smith,  Don,  review  of  Hill  and  Langsbury:  .4 
Field  Guide  to  Photographing  Birds  in  Britain  and 
Western  Europe,  189;  review  of  Hosking  and 
Elegg:  Eric  Hosking's  Birds  of  Prey  of  the  1 1 odd, 
286;  photograph  of  Long-tailed  l it,  636, 
plate  339 

— , , see  Chandler,  R.  J.,  el  al. 


Smith,  Don.  et  a/.,  best  recent  black-and- 
white  bird-photographs,  505-15,  plates 
244-59 

Smith,  Philip  H.,  and  Forshaw,  W.  Derek, 
note  on  occurrence  of  'Russian'  Bean 
Geese  in  Lancashire/Merseyside,  68-70 
Smith,  Richard  G.,  photograph  of  Booted 
Warbler,  42,  plate  15;  of  Black-necked 
Grebe,  48,  plate  32;  of  Red-rumped  Swal- 
lows, 92,  plate  53;  of  Spotted  Sandpiper, 
296,  plate  160;  of  White-billed  Diver,  296, 
plate  161 

Smith,  Robert  I .,  photograph  of  Long-tailed 
Tits,  632,  plate  336 

Snipe,  European  news,  17,  333;  suggested 
name  change,  364 

, Great,  accepted  records  1987,  558; 

European  news,  333 
— , Jack,  European  news,  333 
— , Painted,  European  news,  17;  sug- 
gested name  change,  363 
— , Pintail.  European  news,  17 
Snow,  D.  W .,  review  of  Isler  and  Isler:  The 
Tanagers,  406 

Snowfinch,  suggested  name  change,  373 
Somateria  mollissima,  see  Eider 

spectahilis,  see  Eider,  King 

Sora,  European  news,  16;  suggested  name 
change,  362 

‘South  Lakes  A team,  photograph,  517, 
plate  261 

Sparrow,  Golden,  suggested  name  change, 
373 

— , House,  British  population  estimates, 
617-22 

, Rock,  European  news,  338;  suggested 

name  change,  373 

, Savannah,  accepted  record  1987,  590 

— , Spanish,  European  news,  21 

, free,  European  news,  21;  suggested 

name  change,  372-3;  defoliating  rowan 
twigs,  398-9 

— , White-throated,  weather  patterns  and 
transatlantic  vagrancy,  484-6;  accepted 
record  1987,  591,  plate  307 

, Yellow-throated,  suggested  name 

change,  373 

Sparrowhawk,  European  news,  16;  sug- 
gested name  change,  360 

, Levant,  European  news,  16 

Spencer  Robert,  review  of  Hume:  Ohseivers 
Birds.  50th  Anniversary  Edition,  35;  rare 
breeding  birds  in  the  United  Kingdom  in 
1985,  99-125;  rare  breeding  birds  in  the 
United  Kingdom  in  1986,  417-44 
Spoonbill,  European  news,  331;  suggested 
name  change,  359;  photographs,  90,  plate 
52;  522,  plate  266 

Standring,  Kevin  I .,  short  review,  678 
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Starling,  egg  transferred  between  nestboxes, 
328;  suggested  name  change,  372;  British 
population  estimates,  615-22 
— , Dam  ian,  European  news,  21;  accepted 
record  1985,  587 

■ , Rose-coloured,  photograph,  147,  plate 

87;  European  news,  338;  accepted  records 
1985-7,  587-8,  plate  306 
Stastny,  Karel,  European  news,  14-23,  330- 
40 

Stawarc/yk,  I'adeusz,  European  news,  14- 
23,  330-40 

, , see  Chojnacki,  Ireneus/. 

Slercorarius  pomarinus , see  Skua,  Pomarine 

skua,  see  Skua,  Great 

Slmia  albifrons,  see  1'ern,  Eittle 
— anaethetus . see  Tern,  Bridled 

— bengalmsis , see  Tern,  Eesser  C '.rested 
bergii,  see  Tern,  (nested 

— — caspia , see  Tern,  Gaspian 
dougallii , see  Tern,  Roseate 

— elegans , see  Tern,  Elegant 
— Jorsteri,  see  Tern,  Bolster  s 

Jiiscata,  see  Tern,  Sooty 

- — — hirundo , see  Tern,  Common 
- — — maxima , see  Pern,  Royal 
- — — paradisaea,  see  Tern,  Arctic 

sandvicensis,  see  Tern,  Sandwich 

(sandvicensis)  eurygnalha,  see  lern, 

Cayenne 

Stilt,  Black-winged,  European  news,  332; 
photograph,  412,  plate  202;  accepted 
records  1983-7,  554-5 

Stint,  Red-necked,  European  news,  333; 
suggested  name  change,  364;  weather 
patterns  and  transatlantic  vagrancy,  486- 
90;  accepted  record  1986,  557 
, Temminck’s,  British  breeding  records 

1985,  114-5;  British  breeding  records 

1986,  433 

Stonechat,  European  news  of  .S'.  I.  rubicola/ 
hibemans,  336;  suggested  name  change, 
369;  accepted  records  of  S.  I.  mania  or 
stejnegeri  1986-7,  578 

Stone-curlew,  British  breeding  records  1985, 
1 13-4;  suggested  name  change,  363;  Brit- 
ish breeding  records  1986.  432-3 
Stork,  Black,  European  news,  331;  accepted 
record  1987,  544 

— , W hite,  photographs,  415,  plates  209- 
10;  European  news,  15 
Streptopelia  orientatis.  see  Dove,  Rufous  Turtle 

roseogrisea,  see  Dove,  Pink-headed 

Turtle 

senegalensis,  see  Dove,  Laughing 

Strix  alaco,  see  Owl,  Tawny 

butleri , see  Owl,  Hume’s  Tawny 

nebulosa , see  Owl,  Great  Grey 

uralensis , see  Owl.  Ural 


Si umux  roseus,  see  Starling,  Rose-coloured 

staminas,  see  Starling,  Daurian 

vulgaris,  see  Starling 

Sula  bassana,  see  Gannel 

capensis,  see  Gannet.  Gape 

— — leucogasler,  see  Booby,  Brown 

Sullivan,  M.  A.,  note  on  Common  Gulls 
successfully  nesting  on  a roof  in  Aber- 
deen, 324-5 

Sultana,  Joe,  and  Gauci.  Charles,  European 
news,  14-23,  330-40 

Sunbird,  Nile  Valley,  suggested  name 
change,  371 

— , Orange-tufted,  suggested  name 

change,  371 

Sut herby,  John  C.,  note  on  unusual  alarm 
call  of  Willow  Warbler,  648 
Sutherland,  W.  J.,  review  of  Stephens  and 
Krebs:  Foraging  Theory.  82 
Sutton,  Graham,  photograph  of  Spoonbills, 
90,  plate  52 

Svensson,  Ears,  letters  on  field  identification 
of  black-headed  Yellow  Wagtails,  77-8, 
655-6 

Swallow,  migrating  birds  feeding  juveniles 
in  flight,  182;  suggested  name  change,  367 

, Cliff,  numbers  found  dead  in  nests, 

329;  suggested  name  change,  368;  in 
Scilly,  October  1983.  449-52,  plates  216-7 
— — — . Red-rumped.  European  news,  20.  335; 
photographs,  92.  plate  53;  611.  plate  319; 
663,  plates  346-7;  accepted  records  1987, 
572-7,  plates  299-300 

Swan,  Bewick’s,  European  news,  331;  photo- 
graph, 511,  plate  253;  accepted  records  of 
C.  c.  columbianus  1986-7,  545,  plate  280 

. \\  hooper.  British  breeding  records 

1985,  105 

Swann.  R.  1...  note  on  Common  Gulls 
feeding  on  cherries,  397-8 
Swift,  photograph  of  ‘headless  bird.  85, 
plate  42:  suggested  name  change,  367; 
behaviour  at  House  Martin  colony,  530 
, Alpine,  European  news,  19;  photo- 
graphs, 350-1,  plates  184-5,  187-8; 
accepted  records  1983-7.  570-1 
— — — , Chimney,  accepted  record  1987,  569- 
70,  plates  289-92 

, Needle-tailed,  suggested  name 

change,  366-7:  photographs.  521,  plates 
263-4 

, Pallid.  European  news,  19:  nesting  in 

palms,  29 

, Palm,  suggested  name  change,  367 

, Plain,  European  news,  335 

Sylvia  cantillans,  see  Warbler,  Subalpine 

communis,  see  Whitethroat 

conspicillata.  see  Warbler,  Spectacled 

cunvca.  see  Whitethroat,  Lesser 
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Sylvia  hortensis , see  Warbler,  Orphean 

leucomelaena , see  Warbler,  Arabian 

melanocephala,  see  Warbler,  Sardinian 

melanothorax,  see  Warbler,  Cyprus 

mystacea , see  Warbler,  Menetries’s 

nana,  see  Warbler,  Desert 

rueppelli , see  W arbler,  Riippell’s 

see  Warbler,  Marmora’s 

undata,  see  Warbler,  Dartford 


Tadunia  tadoma , see  Shelduck 
Tachybaptus  ruficollis,  see  Grebe,  Little 
Tarrant,  M.  J.,  photograph  of  Pomarine 
Skua,  47,  plate  29;  of  Red-breasted  Fly- 
catcher, 94,  plate  56;  of  Little  Auk,  142, 
plate  77 

Tarsiger  cyanurus.  see  Bluetail,  Red-flanked 
Fattier,  Grey-rumped,  suggested  name 
change,  365 

Taylor,  Jeffrey,  photograph  of  Robert  Gill- 
mor,  353,  plate  190 

, . see  Messenger,  1). 

Taylor,  Kenneth,  review  of  Stroud  el  al . ; 

Birds.  Bogs  and  Forestry,  193-4 
Tchagra  senegala.  see  Shrike,  Black-headed 
Bush 

Leal,  suggested  name  change,  359;  female 
with  abormal  ‘face’  pattern,  393-4;  head- 
shaking while  feeding,  394-5;  accepted 
records  of  ,4.  c.  carolinensis,  547 

. Baikal,  Huropean  news,  331 

, Blue-winged,  European  news,  15,  331; 

accepted  records  1987,  547-8 
Teixeira,  Antonio,  European  news,  14-23 
Fern,  Arctic,  European  news,  334 

, Black,  photographs,  48,  plate  30-1; 

European  news,  334 

, Bridled,  European  news,  19,  334;  field 

identification,  525-30,  plates  273-5; 
photograph  610,  plate  316 
, Caspian,  photographs,  212,  plates 

European  news,  334;  accepted  records 
1987,  566-7 

, Cayenne,  photographs,  220-1,  plates 

128-9 

, Common,  European  news,  19 

, Crested,  photographs,  215-6,  plates 

I 14-7;  suggested  name  change,  365 
— , Elegant,  photographs,  219-20,  plates 
122-7;  accepted  Irish  records  1982,  567 
— , Forster’s,  European  news,  19;  photo- 
graphs, 97,  plate  61;  219,  plate  122; 
accepted  records  1986-7,  567 
— , Gull-billed,  accepted  records  1987, 
566 


Index  to  Volume  81 

Fern,  Lesser  Crested,  photographs,  215-8, 
plates  114,  117-21 

— , Lesser., Chested,  in  Norfolk,  August 
1983,  282-3;  European  news,  334; 
accepted  records  1986-7,  567 

, Little,  F.uropean  news,  334 

, Roseate,  European  news,  19,  334; 

British  breeding  records  1985,  117;  Brit- 
ish breeding  records  1986,  435-6 

, Royal,  photographs,  213-4,  plates  109- 

13 

— , Sandwich,  European  news,  19,  334; 
photographs,  217,  221-2.  plates  119,  130- 
1;  408,  plates  198-9 

, Sooty,  European  news,  19,  334;  field 

identification,  525-30,  plates  271-2,  276-7 

, Whiskered,  European  news,  19,  334; 

accepted  records  1987,  567-8 
— , White-winged  Black,  European  news, 
335;  early  acquisition  of  first-winter 
plumage,  398;  accepted  records  1985-7, 
568-9 

Tetrao  him.  see  Grouse,  Black 
— urogallus,  see  Capercaillie 
Tetrax  tetrax,  see  Bustard,  Little 
Thevenot,  Michel,  European  news,  14-23 
Thomas,  Brian,  letter  on  identification  of 
Purple  Heron,  472 

Thomas,  1).  IF,  see  Grove,  S.  J.,  et  al. 
Thorpe, J.  P.,  juvenile  Hen  Harriers  showing 
‘Marsh  Hawk’  characters,  377-82 
Thrush,  Black-throated,  accepted  records 
1987.  580-1,  plate  304 
— , Black-throated/Red-throated,  sug- 
gested name  change,  370 

, Blue  Rock,  Category  1)  record 

accepted  1987,  594 

, Dusky/Naumann’s,  suggested  name 

change,  370 

, Eye-browed,  suggested  name  change, 

370 

, Gray-cheeked,  weather  patterns  and 

transatlantic  vagrancy,  484-6;  accepted 
records  1986,  579 

, Hermit,  accepted  record  1987,  579 

, Mistle,  wintering  numbers  in  Britain, 

232-3 

, Olive-backed,  suggested  name 

change,  370 

, Rock,  suggested  name  change,  370 

, Siberian,  in  Co.  Cork,  October  1985, 

73-4,  plate  39 

— , Song,  wintering  numbers  in  Britain, 
232-3;  British  population  estimates,  617- 
22 

— , Swainson’s,  weather  patterns  and 
transatlantic  vagrancy,  484;  accepted 
records  1987,  579 

, White’s,  European  news,  337 
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Tichodroma  wuraria.  see  Wallcreeper 
I il.  Bearded,  European  news,  21;  suggested 
name  change,  370-1 

, Blue,  photograph,  508,  plate  246; 

British  population  estimates.  622-3;  bill 
deformities,  648-9 

, Long-tailed,  possible  sap-sucking, 

240;  suggested  name  change,  371;  co- 
operative breeding,  630-41,  plates  336-41 
, Penduline,  Kuropean  news,  338;  sug- 
gested name  change,  371;  accepted 
records  1986-7,  586 
Toft,  S.,  see  Clausen,  R. 

I'ollitt,  B.,  photograph  of  Veerv,  580,  plate 
303 

1 ombeur,  F.  L.  I,.,  see  de  Liedekerke,  Rene 
Tomlinson,  David,  photograph  of  Sander- 
ling,  139-40,  plates  74-5;  of  Crested  l erti. 
215-6,  plates  115-6;  of  Far  Faslern  (air- 
lew,  321,  390-1,  plates  169,  192-3;  of 
‘South  Lakes  A'  team,  517,  plate  261; 
review  of  Taylor,  Wheatlec  and  Prater: 
W here  In  Watch  Birds  in  Kent,  Surrey  and 
Sussex.  672-3;  short  review,  674 
Torgos  tracheliotus.  see  Vulture,  Lappet-faced 
Fracas,  R.,  photograph  of  Leach's  Petrel,  46, 
plate  26 

I reecreeper,  suggested  name  change,  371; 
food  piracy  bv  Wren  on,  398 

, Short-toed,  mixed  singing,  496-503 

Tringa  eiythropus , see  Redshank,  Spotted 
— — - fiavipes,  see  Yellowlegs,  Lesser 

— glareola.  see  Sandpiper.  Wood 

• macularia.  see  Sandpiper,  Spotted 

melanoleuca , see  Yellowlegs.  Greater 

nehularia , see  Creenshank 

ochrnpus,  see  Sandpiper,  Green 

- solitaria,  see  Sandpiper,  Solitary 

stagnatilis.  see  Sandpiper,  Marsh 

tolanus.  see  Redshank 

Troglodytes  troglodytes,  see  Wren 
Trouvilliez.  Jacques,  3rd  place.  Bird  Photo- 
graph of  the  Year  1988,  227.  plate  136 
Tiyngites  subruficollis.  see  Sandpiper,  Buff- 
breasted 

Turdoides  squamieeps.  see  Babbler,  Brown 
Turdus  Hiatus,  see  Redwing 

nient/a.  see  Blackbird 

migratorius,  see  Robin,  American 

naitmanni.  see  1 brush.  Dusk) 

Yaumann's 

obscurus.  see  Thrush,  Eye-browed 

philonie/os.  see  Thrush.  Song 

pilaris,  see  Fieldfare 

ni/ieollis.  see  Thrush,  Black-throated 

Red -th  routed 

viscitvnts.  see  1 brush.  Mistle 

Turns  sylvatica.  see  Hetnipode,  Andalusian 


Turnstone,  Sanderlings  flocking  with  to  eat 
bread,  180-1;  feeding  inland.  181;  sug- 
gested name  change.  365;  eating  fish.  397; 
distraction  displav  near  Ovstercatcher 
chicks,  643-4 

Ice,  Alan,  mvsierc  photograph  129:  Dunn's 
Lark,  134-7 

Tyler,  Stephanie,  and  Ormerod,  S.  J„  note 
on  mutual  contact  be  roosting  Dippers, 
644-5 

Tylo  alba,  see  Owl,  Barn 


l pupa  epops.  see  Hoopoe 
l ria  aalge.  see  Guillemot 
lomvia.  see  Guillemot.  Briinnich  s 


c an  den  Berg.  Arnoud,  photograph  of  Ice- 
land Gull.  24.  plate  8;  of  Sandwich  Fern. 
222.  plate  131;  of  Red-throated  Pipit.  459. 
plate  225;  of  Broad-billed  Sandpiper,  510. 
plate  251:  of  male  hybrid  Aythxa  seith 
Tufted  Ducks,  651,  plate  343;  short 
review,  677 

c an  der  kam.  Jan.  photograph  of  Sandwich 
Fern.  108.  plate  199 
Vanellus  vaneUus.  see  Lapwing 
c an  Gaalen.  Paul,  photograph  of  Common 
Sandpipers.  510.  plate  250:  of  Bewick's 
Swans,  511.  plate  253 

van  Halewyn,  R.,  photographs  of  Cayenne 
Ferns,  220-1,  plates  128-9 
Veerv.  photograph.  97.  plate  62:  accepted 
record  1987.  579-80,  plate  303 
Vinicombe.  Keith,  identification  pitfalls  and 
assessment  problems.  9:  Ring-billed  Gull. 
126-34;  note  on  double  song  of  Cirl 
Bunting.  240-1;  review  of  Madge  and 
Burn:  W ildfowl.  406-7 
Vireo  olbaceus.  see  Vireo.  Red-eyed 

philadelphicus.  see  Vireo.  Philadelphia 

Vireo,  Philadelphia,  accepted  record  1987. 
588 

— . Red-ec  ed.  weather  patterns  and  trans- 
atlantic vagrancy.  484-6:  accepted  records 
1983-7.  588-9 

Voice:  Blyth's  Pipit.  655;  Pechora  Pipit.  469- 
70;  Wood  Warbler,  646-7:  Willow  Warb- 
ler, 647-8;  Short-toed  Freecreeper.  496- 
503:  Cirl  Bunting.  240-1 
Vulture.  Black.  PhotoSpot.  75-6.  plates  40-1: 
suggested  name  change.  360 

. Egyptian.  European  news.  15-6.  332 

. Griffon.  European  news,  332 
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V ulture,  Lappet-faced,  European  news,  16; 
PhotoSpot,  444-6,  plates  211-2 


Wagtail,  Citrine,  European  news,  20,  335-6; 

accepted  records  1986-7,  578 
, Yellow,  field  identification  of  black- 
headed race,  77-8,  655-6;  photograph, 
514,  plate  258 

Walbridge,  G„  see  Heard,  C.  1).  R. 
Waliczky,  Zoltan,  see  Magyar,  Gabor 
Walker,  David,  note  on  Peregrine  taking 
Leach’s  Petrels,  395 

Walker,  Maurice  k.,  photograph  of  Long- 
tailed l it,  634,  plate  337 
Wall,  Nick,  photograph  of  Yeery,  97,  plate 
62;  of  Needle-tailed  Swift,  521,  plates  263- 
4 

Wallace,  1).  I.  \L,  are  we  getting  our  figures 
right?  (letter),  232-3 
\\  allcreeper,  European  news,  338 
Warbler,  Aquatic,  photograph,  41.  piate  14; 
European  news,  337 

, Arabian,  iris  colour,  325-6,  plate  172 

— , Arctic,  European  news,  21,  337; 
accepted  records  1978-87,  575,  583-4, 
plate  297 

— , Basra  Reed,  characters  and  taxonomic 
position,  171-8,  plates  93-101 
— , Black-and-white,  weather  patterns  and 
transatlantic  vagrancy,  484-6;  accepted 
record  1987,  590 

. Blackpoll,  weather  patterns  and  trans- 
atlantic vagrancy,  484-6;  accepted  record 
1987,  590 

— , Blyth’s  Reed,  accepted  records  1987, 
581 

, Bonelli’s,  European  news,  21; 

accepted  records  1986-7,  585-6 
— , Booted,  European  news,  21,  337; 
photographs,  42,  plates  15-6 
— , Cetti’s,  European  news,  20,  337;  Brit- 
ish breeding  records  1985,  120;  British 
breeding  records  1986,  440 

, Chestnut-sided,  accepted  record  1985, 

590 

, Clamorous  Reed,  field-characters, 

1 72,  1 74,  plate  97 

— , Cyprus,  iris  colour,  326-7,  plate  175 
— , Dartford,  British  breeding  records 

1985,  121-2;  British  breeding  records 

1986,  441 

— , Desert,  European  news,  21,  337;  iris 
colour,  325-6,  plate  171 
— , Dusky,  European  news,  21,  338; 
photograph,  146,  plate  84;  field  identifica- 
tion, 532;  accepted  records  1987,  585 


Warbler.  Fan-tailed,  European  news,  20,  337 
— , Graceful,  European  news,  337 
— . Great  Reed,  field-characters,  171-8, 
plates  95,  98-9;  accepted  records  1980-7, 
581-2 

— , Green,  European  news,  337 
, Greenish,  European  news,  337;  prob- 
able hybrid  x Willow  Warbler,  531; 
accepted  records  1983-7,  583 

, Lanceolated,  European  news,  20,  337; 

accepted  record  1987,  580 
— , Marmora’s,  European  news,  21 
— , Marsh,  British  breeding  records  1985, 
121;  British  breeding  records  1986,  441 
— , Menetries's,  iris  colour,  327,  plate  176 

, Moustached,  European  news,  337 

— , Myrtle,  suggested  name  change,  374 
— , Olivaceous,  tongue  spots  of  nestlings, 
470- 1 , plate  234 

-,  Orphean,  iris  colour,  326,  plate  174 

— , Paddyfield,  European  news,  21,  337; 
accepted  record  1987,  581 
— , Pallas’s,  European  news,  337; 
accepted  records  1986-7,  584-5 
— , Pallas’s  Grasshopper,  European  news, 
337;  field  identification,  645-6 

, Parula,  suggested  name  change,  374 

, Plain  Willow,  suggested  name  change, 

370 

— — , Radde’s,  European  news,  338;  field 
identification,  532;  accepted  records  1987, 
585 

— , Reed,  field-characters,  174-5,  plate  96; 
fleeing  from  attack  by  swallowtail  but- 
terfly,' 239 

, River,  European  news,  337 

, Riippell’s,  iris  colour,  327,  plate  178 

, Sardinian,  European  news,  21,  337; 

iris  colour,  327,  plate  177;  accepted  record 
1987,  583 

, Savi’s,  European  news,  20-1;  British 

breeding  records  1985,  120-1;  British 
breeding  records  1986,  440 
, Sedge,  fleeing  from  attack  by  swallow- 
tail butterfly,  239 

, Spectacled,  iris  colour,  325-6,  plate 

173 

, Subalpine,  European  news,  21;  photo- 
graph, 95,  plate  57;  accepted  records 
1987,  582-3,  plate  305 

, Two-barred  Greenish,  photograph,  95, 

plate  58 

— , Willow,  probable  hybrid  X Greenish 
Warbler,  531;  British  population  esti- 
mates, 617-23;  unusual  calls,  647-8 
— , Wilson’s,  accepted  record  1985,  576, 
590,  plate  301 

, Wood,  aberrant  song  in  presence  of 

Cuckoo,  646-7 
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Warbler,  bellow-browed,  European  news,  15:515; 
taxonomy,  65(5-7;  reverse  migration,  657 
— , Yellow-rumped,  weather  patterns  and 
transatlantic  vagrancy,  484-6;  accepted 
Irish  records  1986-7,  590 
W'armington,  Keith,  photograph  of  Little 
Bittern,  574,  plate  296 
Waxwing,  photograph,  298,  plate  165;  sug- 
gested name  change,  1568 
Webster,  Richard  K.,  photographs  of  Royal 
Tern,  2115-4,  plates  109,  111;  of  Elegant 
Terns,  219-20,  plates  125-6 
Wheatear,  suggested  name  change,  1569; 
photographs,  627-9,  plates  15150,  3154 
— . Black-eared,  European  news,  20,  15156- 
7;  ratio  of  black-throated  and  white- 
throated  forms  in  Spain,  472;  accepted 
records  1987,  579;  mystery  photograph, 
598,  625-7,  plates  1510,’ 1527,  329 
— , Desert,  photographs,  915,  96,  plates  55, 
59;  European  news,  15157;  accepted  records 
1987,  575,  579,  plate  298 
— , Eastern  l’ied,  suggested  name  change, 
369;  held  characters,  645 

, Finsch’s,  European  news,  3157 

, Flume’s,  field  characters,  645 

, Isabelline,  unusual  feeding  technique, 

530-1;  photographs,  626-8,  plates  328, 
332-3 

— , Pied,  European  news,  336;  accepted 
record  1987,  578;  photograph,  628,  plate 
331 

-,  White-crowned  Black,  variations  in 

crown  colour,  78-9;  suggested  name 
change,  369-70 

W heeler,  Pete,  photograph  of  Little  Crake, 
553,  plate  282;  of  Slender-billed  Gulls 
with  Black-headed  Gulls,  263,  plate  288 
W himbrel.  British  breeding  records  1985, 
1 16 

, Little,  suggested  name  change,  364-5; 

weather  patterns  and  transatlantic  vag- 
rancy, 486-90;  accepted  record  1985,  559 
W hitethroat,  suggested  name  change,  370; 
British  population  estimates,  617-22 

, Lesser,  identification  of  Siberian  and 

other  races,  382-90 

W igeon,  diving  for  food,  323;  suggested 
name  change.  359 

— , American,  European  news.  15,  331; 
accepted  records  1984-7,  546-7 
Wilde,  N.  A.  J.,  photograph  of  Long-tailed 
l it,  639,  plate  341 

Wilkinson,  David  M..  the  Magpie:  sorrow  or 
joy?  (letter),  657-8 
W illiams,  L,  see  Grove.  S.  J„  el  al. 

Wilson,  Christopher  J.,  note  on  Spotted 
Sandpiper  feeding  with  Chaffinches 
among  beech  mast.  644 


Woodcock,  suggested  name  change,  364 
Woodlark,  British  breeding  records  1985, 
1 18;  European  news,  335;  suggested  name 
change,  367;  British  breeding  records 
1986,  437 

Woodpecker,  Green.  European  news,  19 

, Levaillant’s  Green,  suggested  name 

change,  367 

— , Syrian,  European  news,  19 
— , Three-toed,  European  news,  335 

. W hite-backed.  European  news,  335 

Woodpigeon,  unusual  nest  sites.  28-9;  sug- 
gested name  change,  366;  British  popula- 
tion estimates,  617-22 
Wren,  at  Turtle  Dove's  nest,  230.  plate  139; 
suggested  name  change,  368;  food  piracv 
on  1 reecreeper,  398;  British  population 
estimates,  (515-22.  plate  326 
Wryneck,  British  breeding  records  1985. 

I 17-8;  suggested  name  change,  367;  Brit- 
ish breeding  records  1 98(5,  43(5 


Xenus  cinereus,  see  Sandpiper,  I'erek 


b ellow  hammer,  British  population  esti- 
mates, 617-22 

Yellowlegs,  Greater,  European  news,  333; 
accepted  record  1985.  559 

, Lesser,  accepted  record  1986.  560 

Yellowthroat,  suggested  name  change.  374 
Yesou,  1\,  see  Bourne,  W . R.  1’..  el  al. 

, . see  Mac  krill,  E.  J. 

Young,  Steve,  photographs  of  Leach's  Pet- 
rel. 46.  plates  24-5;  of  Black  Tern,  48. 
plates  30-1;  of  Sabine’s  Gulls,  88-9.  plates 
45,  50;  of  Forster’s  Tern.  97.  plate  61;  of 
Ring-billed  Gull.  145,  plate  83;  of  Dusky 
W arbler.  146.  plate  84;  of  Ring-billed 
Gull,  200.  plate  105:  of  Red-necked 
Grebe.  249,  plates  141-2;  of  Ring-necked 
Duck  and  Little  Grebe,  297.  plate  163;  of 
Iceland  Gull.  350.  plate  186;  of  White 
Stork.  415,  plate  210;  of  Mediterranean 
Gull,  481.  plates  239-40;  of  King  Eider. 
573.  plate  294:  of  Bridled  Fern,  610.  plate 
316 

Young  Ornithologists  of  the  b ear  1987.  138. 
195,  plate  104 


Xbinden,  Xiklaus.  European  news.  14-23, 
330-40 
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Zonotricliia  atbicoltis.  see  Sparrow,  \\  hile- 
throaled 


Zonlhera  damn  a,  see  I brush,  W liite  s 
s ibiiica,  see  Thrush.  Siberian 
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directly  into  UK  Post  Office  GIRO  account  number  37  588  6303. 


British  Birds  publishes  material  dealing  with  original  observations  on  the  birds  of  the  west  Palearctic.  Lxcept  lor 
records  of  rarities,  papers  and  notes  are  normally  accepted  only  on  condition  that  material  is  not  being  offered  in 
whole  or  in  part  to  any  other  journal.  Photographs  and  sketches  are  welcomed.  All  contributions  should  be 
submitted  to  the  Managing  Editor. 

Papers  should  be  typewritten  with  double  spacing,  and  wide  margins,  and  on  one  side  of  the  sheet  only.  Authors 
should  carefully  consult  this  issue  for  style  of  presentation,  especially  of  references  and  tables.  English  and 
scientific  names  and  sequences  of  birds  follow  The  ‘British  Birds’  List  of  Birds  of  the  Western  Palearctic 
(1984):  names  of  plants  follow  Dony  et  al.  (1980.  English  Names  of  Wild  Flowers);  names  of  mammals  follow 
Corbet  & Southern  (1977.  The  Handbook  of  British  Mammals).  T opographical  (plumage  and  structure)  and 
ageing  terminology  should  follow  editorial  recommendations  (Brit.  Birds  74:  239-242;  78:  419-427;  80:  502).  Figures 
should  be  in  Indian  ink  on  good  quality  tracing  paper,  drawing  paper,  non-absorbsent  board  or  light  blue  or  very 
pale  grey  graph  paper;  lettering  should  be  inserted  lightly  in  pencil;  captions  should  be  typed  on  a separate  sheet. 

Authors  of  main  papers  (but  not  notes  or  letters)  receive  ten  free  copies  of  the  journal  (five  each  to  two  or  more 
authors). 


Printed  in  England  by  Newnorth-Burt  Ltd.  Kempston,  Bedford 


in  focus 

Open  9am-6pm  Mon-Sat 
(24  hour  answer-phone) 

BINOCULARS  AND  TELESCOPES  REPAIRED  ON  THE  PREMISES 


204  HIGH  STREET 
Barnet,  Herts. 
EN5  5SZ 

01-449  1445 


ZEISS  WEST 

Dialyt  8 * 20  B 
Dialyl  1 0 x 25  B 

Dialyt  8 x 20  BGA  WFBT 

Dialyt  8 x 30  BGA  7F,e<- 

Dialyt  7x42  BGA  PRITF 

Dialyt  10  x 40  BT  INCREABF 

Dialyt  10  x 40  BGAT  phonf 

Dialyt  8 x 56  BGAT 
1 5 x 60  Porro  T 

Rainquard  500 

Eye  Cups  (set)  10.00 

Lanyard  400 

All  West  Zeiss  supplied  with  Case  and 
Lanyard  except  15  x 60 

LEITZ 

Tnnovid8x20  BC 
T nnovid  8 x 20  BCA 
T nnovid  1 0 x 25  BC 
T nnovid  10x25  BCA 
Tnnovid7x42BA 
T nnovid  8 x 40  BA 
Tnnovid  10x40  BA 
T nnovid  1 0 x 40  BAN 
Case  tor  Mini 
Soft  case  tor  10x40 
Hard  case  for  10  x 40 
Eye  cups  (set) 

Ramguards 
Lanyards 


OPTOLYTH 

Alpin  8 x 30  BGA 
Alpin  8x40  BGA 
Alpin  1 0 x 40  BGA 
Alpin  7x42  BGA 
Alpin  10x50  BGA 
Optolyth  22  x 60  BGA 
Optolyth  30  x 75  BGA 
Optolyth  30  x 80  BGA 
Optolyth  TB80  BGA 
Optolyth  TBS80  BGA 
20x  WA 
20x 
30x 
40x 

Case  for  Optolyth  T elescopes 
except  22  x 60 

OPTICRON 

8x42  BHR 
10x42  BHR 
10x50  BHR 
60  mm  HR  Body 
60  mm  HR  45° 

22x  WA 
20  x -60  x 

ONE  ACTION  TRIPOD 

CARL  ZEISS  JENA 

Jenoptem  8 x 30 
Deltrmtem  8 x 30 
Dekarem  10x50 


225.00 
235  00 
235  00 
24500 
469  00 

469.00 
46900 
phone 

1250 
29  95 
3695 
12  00 
800 
750 

170  00 
180  00 
185  00 
187  00 
205  00 
195  00 
290  00 
322  00 
287  00 
297  00 
88  00 
54  00 

56  00 

57  00 
35  00 
15  00 


110  00 

114.00 
122  00 
119  00 

135.00 
26  50 
60  00 
59  95 


44.95 
54  95 
88  95 


NIKON 

7 x 20  B 74  95 

9x25B  7995 

8x23B  99.00 

10x25B  11900 

Action8  x 35  135  00 

Action  10  x 50  165  00 

8 x 30  ZCF  189  00 

10x35  ZCF  209  00 

Field  Scope  20  x 60  269  00 

Field  Scope  20  x 60  Ed  489  00 

Photo  Kit  157.00 

Extra  Eye  Pieces  1 5 x.  30  x. 

40  x,  60  x each  65.00 

Filter  Ring  14.25 

Rubber  Hood  1025 

Eye  Piece  Case  6.95 

KOWA 

TS-2  133  00 

TS-1  15500 

20xWA  4100 

27xWA  4100 

Kowa  60 1 18500 

Kowa  602  16500 

TSN-1  235.00 

TSN-2  22500 

TSN-3  Fluorite  435  00 

TSN-4  Fluonte  425  00 

20x  WA  69  00 

25  x 45  00 

40  x 45  00 

20  x -60  x Zoom  99  00 

Case  tor  TSN  (FREE  WITH  SCOPE)  19  50 
Photo  Kit  69  00 

BUSHNELL 

Spacemaster  144.00 

1 5 x -45  x 5500 

20  x 60  x 6000 

22  x WA  35  00 

Case  15  00 

MANFROTTO  TRIPODS 

Mini  Pro  190  35  00 

Basic  144  45  00 

190cwCumannHead  69  95 

144cw128Head  79  95 

Pro  Mono  Pod  24.95 

ADLERBLICK 

8x32B  119.00 

7x42B  9900 

8x42B  11700 

10x42B  123.00 

10x50B  137.00 

Also  av  in  Rubber  Finish 
Adlerscope  80 

25  x 80  349  00 

40  x 69  95 

20x-60xzoom  86  95 

Photo  Kit  23.95 

We  also  stock  Opthron.  Mirador,  Habicht, 
Swift. 


SUK 

Slik  Gazelle 
Silk  88 

Silk  Master  D2 
Slik  Black  Diamond 
SL67 

MIRADOR 

8x42B 
10x426 
10x50B 
Merlin  25x60 
Merlin  18x-40x60 
Merlin  30  x 75 

ACCESSORIES 

Hide  Mount 
Car  Window  Mt 
Universal  Mt 
Rainguards  from 


37  95 
65  95 
69  95 
7595 
104  95 

110  00 
114  00 
122  00 
39  00 
11900 
109  00 

28.00 
22  00 
22  00 
250 


BARBOUR 

The  Best  British  Clothing  for  the  Worst 
British  Weather 

Durham  Jkt  52  95 

BedaleJkt  62  95 

Gamefairjkt  7195 

Beaufort  Jkt  75  95 

Borderjkt  82.95 

Northumbria  Jkt  87  55 

Warm  Linings  1 7.45 

Hoods  995 

Please  state  size  with  order  Colour  Barbour 
Catalogue  on  request  Post  and  packing 
tree  on  Barbour 

PERSONAL  CALLERS 

Can  choose  and  select  from  our  compre- 
hensive range  of  equipment  Compare 
Zeiss  with  Leitz,  Kowa  with  Optolyth  Mira- 
dor with  Bushnell  We  are  a completely 
independent  company  who  s only  concern 
is  that  our  customers  select  the  correct 
instrument  for  their  personal  needs 

PHONE  ORDER 

Discuss  your  requirements  with  our  techni- 
cal staff  and  orders  placed  wrth  Access  or 
Visa  Card  will  be  despatched  same  day  by 
Post  or  Secuncor 

MAIL  ORDER 

Just  add  £2.00  to  help  cover  p &p  and 
insurance  and  your  order  will  be  despatched 
on  the  same  day  as  we  receive  your 
cheque  All  equipment  is  supplied  on  14 
days  approval  upon  receipt  of  full  remitt- 
ance 

TELESCOPES  & TRIPOD  OUT- 

Frrs 

If  you  purchase  a scope  and  tnpod  at  the 
same  time  we  can  offer  you  a very  special 
price! 

PHONE  FOR  A QUOTE  (D260) 


IN  FOCUS  AT  LEMSFORD  SPRINGS  NATURE  RESERVE 


We  are  pleased  to  announce  a new  customer  facility  at  the  Herts  & Middx  Nature  Reserve  at 
Lemsford  Springs  near  Welwyn  Garden  City.  Herts,  on  the  dates  below  customers  are  invited  to  visit 
the  Reserve  to  compare  and  purchase  quality  optical  equipment  and  discuss  their  individual 
requirements  with  our  experienced  technical  staff. 

From  a comfortable  private  hide,  customers  can  expect  good  views  of  Green-Sandpiper.  Snipe. 
Kingfisher  and  Water  Fowl.  A woodland  walk  can  also  offer  a variety  of  other  species  including 
Woodpeckers,  Siskin  etc. 

Please  phone  or  write  to  in  focus  for  further  information  and  directions. 


Saturday  9th  Jan  1 988 
Saturday  30th  Jan  1 988 


LEMSFORD  SPRING  NATURE  RESERVE 
LEMSFORD  VILLAGE 
WELWYN  GARDEN  CITY.  HERTS 


OPEN  9 am  TILL  DUSK 


FOCALPOINT 

Deal  with  birdwatchers  who  understand  your  requirements 


LEITZ  Binoculars 

Beautifully  made  precision  instruments  With 
contrast,  resolution,  flatness  ol  held,  true 
internal  focusing  design,  and  climate  resist- 
ance which  are  unsurpassed.  And  all  within  a 
compact  lightweight  design! 

As  used  by  both  principals  of  Focalpoint — 
and  many  thousands  of  discerning  birders 
throughout  the  world. 

£ 

10x40  BAN  499 

8x40  BA  469 

7x42  BA  469 

8x32  BA  429 

10x25  BCA  245 

8 x 20  BCA  235 

Case  (Trinovids)  31 

Case  (Miniatures)  14 


KOWA  Main  Stockists 

TSN-1  (45°)  £ 

TSN-2  (straight)  ° 

TSN-3  (45°  Fluorite)  °' 

TSN-4  (str.  Fluorite)  J 

TS1  (45°)  Z 

TS2  (straight) 

TS6  (compact)  s 

TS7  (45°)  « 

TS9  (20  x 50) 

All  eyepieces,  photo-adaptors  and  cases 
from  stock 

KOWA  10  x 50  binocular  £149. 

Upgrade  your  existing  TSN-1/2  for  the  new 
TSN-3/4  models  You  need  only  exchange 
the  body,  all  eyepieces,  cases,  etc.,  are 
interchangeable 


QUESTAR  - Mirror  Scopes 
From  £1600. 


BIRDGUIDES  TO  VENEZUELA 

See  some  of  S.  America’s  finest 
species  in  comfort  & ease.  March 
1988  £1099. 


NEW1  superb  SKUA  cases  for 
KOWA  TSN  & TS 
(trade  enquiries  are  also  welcome) 


NIKON  Fieldscope  system 
from  stock  - ask  for  a quote. 


OUR  CHRISTMAS  PRESENT 
TO  YOU! 

Ask  for  your  FREE  copy  of 
"THE  BIRDS  OF 
FRODSHAM  MARSH" 
when  spending  over  £100.00 


MAIL  ORDER 
SPECIALIST 
P/P  & INS,  FREE! 


REPAIRS  & 
SERVICING 


TONY  & ENID  MURPHY 

FOCALPOINT 

14  Cogshall  Lane,  Comberbach, 
Northwich,  Cheshire  CW9  6BS 
Telephone:  0606  891098 


(D253) 


PHONE  FOR 
PRICES  AND 
DIRECTIONS 


OPEN  9.30-5.30 
M0N-FRI 
SAT  9.30-4.00 


MARK  BEAMAN 
STEVE  MADGE 
NIGEL  REDMAN 
IAIN  ROBERTSON 


Birdquest  offer  the  discerning  birdwatcher  exciting,  friendly,  small-group 
holidays  arranged  and  guided  by  professionals.  Come  with  us  and  see 
why  Birdquest  are  ‘First  in  the  Field’. 

BIRDWATCHING  HOLIDAYS  1988 

AUSTRALIA  • CAUCASUS  • CENTRAL  ASIA  • CHINA 
COSTA  RICA  • ETHIOPIA  • GAMBIA  • INDIA  • ISRAEL  • KENYA 
LAPLAND  • MEXICO  • MOROCCO  • NEPAL  * OKAVANGO  DELTA 
PERU  • RWANDA  • SENEGAL  • SIBERIA  • TANZANIA  • THAILAND 
TIBET  • TURKEY  • VENEZUELA  • YEMEN  • ZIMBABWE 


For  our  brochure  please  contact:  BIRDQUEST  Ltd., 
8 Albert  Road  East,  Hale,  Altrincham, 

Cheshire  WA15  9AL.  Tel:  061-928  5945. 


(D204) 


11 


The  SKUAS 


by  ROBERT  W.  FURNESS 


The  full  classification  of  the  skuas  is 
still  debated,  but  Dr  Furness  of  the 
Applied  Ornithology  Unit,  Glasgow 
University,  favours  six  species,  of 
two  genera,  with  five  subspecies, 
based  on  current  knowledge  and 
his  own  long  and  dedicated  field 
studies  and  research 

All  of  the  species  are  treated 
comparatively  under  the  following 
chapter  titles:  Early  history  and 
classification,  Distributions  and 
populations,  Migration  patterns, 
Reversed  sexual  size  dimorphism, 
Behaviour,  Food  and  feeding, 
Kleptoparasitism,  Plumage 
polymorphism,  Breeding  systems 
and  social  organisation,  Breeding 
- laying  to  hatching,  Breeding  - 
hatching  to  fledging,  Population 
dynamics,  Pollutants,  Skuas  and 
agriculture,  Skuas  and 
conservation. 

The  text  is  supported  by  1 00  maps 
and  diagrams,  30  photographs 
and  65  tables.  In  addition,  John 
Busby  contributes  35  evocative 
drawings  which  more  than 
embellish  this  erudite  and 
readable  summary  of  an 
impressive  and  diverse  group  of 
birds. 

368 pages,  C18.00ne( 

T & A D POYSER 

D250 


"I  can  only  compliment  the 
manufacturers  on  producing 
such  a good,  low-cost  telescope." 
( British  Birds  Vol  79  No  10 
October  1986). 


MERLIN  Series  Short  Tube 
Straight  Through  Spotting 
Scopes  - 50mm /60mm /75mm. 


This  compact,  all  purpose 
spotting  scope  is  ideal  for  field 
use.  Includes  standard  thread 
tripod  mount  and  fully  coated 
optics.  Comes  complete  with 
20  x /25x  /30x  eyepiece  and 
protective  lens  caps.  Inter- 
changeable eye-pieces  available. 

The  Mirador  factory  in  Tokyo 
has  been  producing  fine  optical 
equipment  for  the  world’s  more 
serious  birdwatchers  since  1 951 . 

For  full  information  just  send 
an  s.a.e.  to: 

i viii  uvav/i 

55  Brewery  Road, 

London  N7  9QU 
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THE  GREAT  NEW 
WAY  TO  PURCHASE 


f/j«C0 


FOR  THAT  UTTLE 
SOMETHING  EXTRA 


BINOCULARS  & TELESCOPES 


PHONE  US  for  down-to-earth  advice, 
written  quotes  on  leading  instruments,  OR 
simply  ask  for  our  FREE  mail  order  Factsheets 
FIELD  TEST  OUR  RECOMMENDED  LEADING  INSTRUMENTS 
ANYWHERE  IN  CORNWALL 

(If  you  have  a planned  birding  trip  to  Cornwall  we  appreciate 
as  much  notice  as  possible  to  arrange  this  popular  service) 

OUR  PRICES  RIVAL  THE  BEST  - OUR  SERVICE  IS  UNRIVALLED 

Write  to  SCOPES  or  phone  Robin  & Caroline  Mason 
3 Gilberts  Terrace,  Broad  Lane,  (0209)  210060 

lllogan,  Redruth,  Cornwall  ANYTIME! 


WE  KEEP  YOU  WATCHING 


1988 

Our  big,  beautiful  1988  brochure 
is  now  available  full  of  tours  of 
interest  to  bird  watchers  plus 
some  special,  escorted 
ornithological  trips. 


Contact  us  for  your  copy  now. 


Twickers World  / 


22  CHURCH  STREET.TWICKENHAM 

01-892  7606/8164 

24  HR  BROCHURE:  01-892  7851  ABTA/IATA/PATA 


)y  now. 


IV 
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Introducing  the  new,  improved  magazine 
of  the  Bird  Information  Service 


BIRDING  WORLD 


which  brings  you  the  latest  birding  news,  bird-finding 
articles  and  notes  (British  and  foreign),  current  rarity 
reports,  birders'  gossip  and  much  more  — all  written  for 

birders  by  birders. 

Available  only  on  subscription  from  B I S.  at  Appletree 
Cottage,  Marshside,  Brancaster,  King's  Lynn, 
Norfolk  PE31  8AD. 

The  subscription  is  £1 5 per  year  (£20  overseas  & Eire)  for  1 2 
issues  of  Birding  World.  Cheques  to  B.I.S. 

The  Bird  Information  Service  also  offers 


BIRDCALL  (0898)  700227 

which  tells  you  what's  happening  in  the 
birdwatching  world, 
and 


BIRDLINE 


the  24  hour  rare  bird  telephone  information  service. 


The  Birdline  number  is  available 
free  to  all  subscribers  to 
Birding  World. 

Enquiries  (0485)  210349. 


Birdcall  & Birdline  are  charged  at  38p  inc  VAT  per  min  peak,  and  25p  inc  VAT 

per  min.  off  peak 


(D275) 


heron  optical 


For  a great  deal  on  binoculars  and  telescopes  — 
look  no  further  than  Heron  Optical. 

We  offer  a wide  choice  with  something  to  suit 


CO 

CO 


everyone  from  pocket  sized  monoculars  to  full 
specification  telescopes. 

There’s  a range  of  prices  too,  from  the  popular, 
budget  priced  Heron  models  to  the  more  lavish  Carl 
Zeiss  etc. 

Full  details  can  be  found  in  our  FREE  illustrated 


Heron  catalogue. 

Best  Buy  Binoculars 

Habicht  Diana  £351 .00 

Optolyth  Alpin  (10x4  OBG  A)  £185.00 

Carl  Zeiss  10x40  BGAT 

(Rubber  Armoured/Close  Focus)  Phone! 

Best  Buy  Telescopes 

Bushnell  Spacemaster  (20-60)  Zoom  £1 99.00 

Optolyth  30x75  (Rubber  Armoured)  £290.00 


And  Remember  — We  also  stock  Barbour  clothing, 
ideal  for  birdwatching,  country  walking,  etc. 


BOOKS 

PV  with  \ 

JOHN  O / 
GOODERS  / j | 

\i 

ON  BIRDS 

Ranked  “EXCELLENT” 
by  British  Birds 

Catalogue  on  request 

India:  Bharatpur  & Rajasthan 

Yugoslavia:  The  Danube 
Kenya:  The  Bird  Safari 

Israel:  Eilat  Migration 

i f ''  \\  Cyprus  in  Spring 

1 1 j £,  J J Portugal  & Spain 
Coto  Donana  & 
Andalucia 

Flevoland  & Flanders 
Algarve  & Alentejo 

Norfolk,  France  & Southern  Spain 
Winter  Weekends. 

Lattenden’s  Farm,  Ashbumham, 
Battle,  E.  Sussex  Tel:  (0323)  833245 

WHELDON  & 
WESLEY  LIMITED 

LYTTON  LODGE 
CODICOTE 
Nr.  HITCHIN 
HERTS.  SG4  8TE 

Tel.  Stevenage  (0438)  820370 

(D241 ) 
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Charles  Frank — 

The  f>u£zJk  Optical  Experts 


CCHARLES  FRANK  (9) 


:aretully  selected,  all  these  fine 
inoculars  offer  excellent  value  and 
re  covered  by  our  10  year 
uarantee 


LAN  CARD  RANGE 

x30 

41.95 

• x40 

48.95 

• x50 

54.95 

3x50 

56.95 

OLD  LABEL 


jperb  lightweight  compact  bin 
culars  Suitable  for  spectacle 
earers 


• x32  (wide  angle) 

96.00 

■ x42 

112.00 

0x42  (wide  angle) 

115.00 

OOF  PRISM 

x21  mini 

76.00 

0x25  mini  armoured 

84.50 

• <30 

94.50 

• <35 

97.50 

0x40 

99.50 

• x56  armoured 

1 1 5.00 

OBSERVATION 

C 0x70 

159.00 

pod  adaptor 

4.50 

HARRIER 
ROOF  PRISM 


Slim  Binoculars  of 


exceptional  quality  - ideal 
for  birdwatchers 


* lurn  aown  ruDOer  eyecups  i 
spectacle  weorers 

* 10  year  guarantee 


SAVE  £50 

HARRIER  8X40  HARRIER  10x40 


List  Price  £149  List  Price  £159 

£99  £109 


1 UITZ 

8x20B 

225.00 

10x25BCA-Green 

255  00 

8x40BA-Green 

475.00 

10x40BA-Green 

475.00 

!0x40BA-CF-Black 

499.00 

tTELESCOPES 


1-45x50  armoured 
i case  98.00 

>60x  60  armoured 
i case  132.00 

f )x50  prismatic 

i moured  1 28.00 

1x60  wa  prismatic  164.50 

t >60x  60  prismatic  197.50 

| 0x75  armoured  189.00 


Spacemoster 

15-45x60  199.00 


SWIFT 


7 5x42  Osprey  Armoured  144.50 

8 5X44  Audubon  HP5  174.50 

10x42  SPWA  139.50 

15-60x  60  Telemaster  275.00 


KOWA 

TSN-l  body 

239.00 

TSN-2  body 

229.00 

TSN-3  body 

449.00 

tSN-4  body 

439.00 

Eyepiece  25/40X 

45.00 

Eyepiece.  20X  wo 

68.50 

Eyepiece  20-60X  zoom 

99.50 

Soft  Cose 

19.50 

***  STOP  PRESS  *** 


OPTOLYTH 


Extremely  light  West  German  bin- 
oculars Rubber  armoured 


8 X40  180. 

10x40  185. 

10x50  205. 

12x50  210. 

M*scopm 

tB80  body  287. 

Eyepiece  20/30/40X  55. 

30x75  290. 

Cose  (both  models)  35.00 


Sleek  new  scopes  from  Kowo 
Multi-coated  60mm  obiectives 
ES-601  (45°)  186.00 

tS-602  1 66.00 

Eyepiece  20X  wa  47.50 

Eyepiece  20-60X  zoom  93.50 


HABICHT 


Fully  water-resistant  Binoculars 
from  Swarovski  of  Austria 
8X30SU  345.00 

10X40WM  Diana  345.00 

10X40SL  399.00 

the  birdwatchers  choice  Superb 
quality  from  W Germany 
10x40B/GAf*  Shod  Focus  429.00 

All  other  models  available 


8x30 

10x35 

20x60  ED  telescope 

EES] 

20-60x  65  catadioptric 


CARL  ZEISS  - JENA 


Good  value  from  East  Germany 
8x30  Deltnntem  57.00 

7x50  Binoctem  89.00 

10x50  Dekarem  89.00 

8x50  Octarem  199.00 


ACCESSORIES 


Slik  D2  tripod  69.95 

Car  Window  Mount  27.95 

This  advertisement  can  only  cover  a 
small  part  of  our  range  Pull  details 
are  m our  binocular  or  telescope 
briefing  pocks 


199.00 

219.00 
499  00 


319.50 


SPECIAL  OFFER 

A SELWT  lens  cloth  FREE 
with  every  instrument 
ordered  before  31/1/86 
MENTION 
BRITISH  BIRDS 


AARE  YOU  UNDECIDED? 


I SERVICE  DEPT. 


■ PRICES 


Does  your  binocular  strain  your 
eyes0  Does  it  need  cleaning0 
We  will  clean  and  realign  your 
hand-held  binocular  or  tele 
scope  at  a special  price  of 
£ 19  50  including  return  postoge 
Full  repair  service  available 
Charles  Frank  Service  Division 
93  Hope  Street.  Glasgow  G26LD 


pnrp  POST,  PACKING 
■ KCC  6 INSURANCE 

Prices  include  VAT  Unsuitable 
goods  may  be  returned  within 
14  days,  m unused  condition  for 
full  retuna  All  o^ers  current  un tH 
31/1/88  subtec*  to  stock 
availability  and  prices  ruling  at 
27/11/88 


now  the  finest  birdwatching  telescope 


1 rb  optics  - brilliant  image 
» 7rn  design  - practicol  feotures 
> t change  bayonet  eyepieces 
Dmmend  KOWA  TSN  Telescopes  for  photographic  use 

COMPLETE  WITH  20-60X  ZOOM  EYEPIECE  AND  SOFT  CASE 


329 


We  believe  that  any  instrument  purchased  from  us  will  provide  you 
with  many  years  excellent  service  If  you  need  advice  in  choosing  the 
•best  equipment  for  your  own  particular  requirement  then  please 
•^telephone  or  pay  us  a visit  We  will  be  delighted  to  offer  you  the 
-benefits  of  our  friendly,  expert  help 

-iTemember.  our  fast  ana  efficient  mail  order  scheme  offers  the  security 
of  our  money  back  promise  should  the  equipment  prove  to  be 
•unsuitable  

Visa  & Access  Welcome 


VfSA 

'Ring 
mow! 

<0728) 3506 

CHARI  rs  FRANK  LTD  PO  Box  5.  Ronald  Lane 
Saxmundham.  Suffolk  IP17  2NL  VV 

A/e  ore  on  the  B1121  (old  A 12),  / mile  North  ot  Soxmundham 

OPEN  9-5  MONDAY-FRIDAY 

-24  HR  TELEPHONE  ANSWERING 


* *t*  Outfit 


(D280) 


8888  888 


Not  just 

BINOCULARS  and 
TELESCOPES 


are  offered  by  us  but  the  best  available  in  each  price  range  (from  £100 
upwards)  together  with  all  ancillary  equipment  for  the  dedicated  bird- 
watcher. 

The  essential  TECHNICAL  BACK-UP  is  afforded  by  our  workshops,  with 
many  years  of  experience  of  servicing  a diverse  range  of  optical  instruments 
as  it's  foundation. 


You  can  either  have  your  existing  binoculars  or  telescope  REPAIRED  or 
SERVICED  here  or  inspect,  test  and  purchase  from  our  collection,  which 
includes  these  ranges  - 

BINOCULARS  TELESCOPES 


ZEISS  (West)  DIALYT 

LEITZ  TRINOVID 

SWAROVSKI 

OPTOLYTH  ALPIN 

OPTICRON  High  Resolution 

NIKON 

SWALLOW 

ADLERBLICK 

BRESSER 


OPTOLYTH 

NIKON 

KOWA  (TS  and  TSN) 

OPTICRON  High  Resolution 

OPTICRON  Classic 

PICCOLO 

SPACEMASTER 

ADLERSCOPE 

MIRADOR 


Also  available  - 

TRIPODS  - SLIK  and  OPTICRON  (£10  off  when  bought  with  a telescope). 
CLOTHING  - BARBOUR  and  BEAVER. 

NIGHT  VISION  - INFRA-RED  scopes. 

PRICES  - Most  competitive  with  special  offers  usually  available.  Send  for 
full  price  list  (and  MAP)  or  telephone. 

LOCATION  - Southern  edge  of  Greater  London.  1 5 minutes  drive  from  the 
M25  (via  the  A3,  then  the  Merton  turn-off)  or  2 minutes  walk  from  Morden 
tube. 

FIELD  TESTS  - Everything  is  on  14  days  approval  - especially  valuable  if 
you  use  our  mail  order  service. 

HARD-SELL  - None. 


Prospect  of  being  put  in  excellent  optical  order  - most  favourable.  Be  seeing 
you! 


Mon,  Tues, 
Thurs,  Fri, 

9 am  to  5 pm 
Sat  9 am  to 
1 1 .30  am 


KAY  OPTICAL  (Established  1962) 

89B  London  Road*,  Morden,  Merton,  Surrey. 
Tel:  01-648  8822  (24  Hour) 

*The  A24.  We  are  opposite  Midland  Bank 

(D271) 


VI 


British  Birds 

VOLUME  81  NUMBER  1 JANUARY  1988 


New  Editorial  Board  member 


We  are  delighted  to  announce  that  Robin  Prytherch  has  agreed  to  join 
the  British  Birds  Editorial  Board.  Robin’s  name  will  already  be 
familiar  to  most  BB  readers,  as  co-compiler  with  Mike  Everett  of  our 
monthly  ‘News  and  comment'  column,  author  or  co-author  of  various 


1.  Robin  Prytherch  (Michael J.  Harvey) 


notes  and  papers,  such  as  ‘Pied- 
billed Grebe  in  Somerset:  a bird 
new  to  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
(Brit.  Birds  58:  305-309)  and  ‘Field 
identification  of  Long-eared  and 
Short-eared  Owls'  (Brit.  Birds  69: 
281-287),  and  precision-illustrator 
of  scientific  contributions  such  as 
Dr  K.  E.  L.  Simmons  The  Sunning 
Behainour  of  Birds  (1987).  Robin  has 
worked  for  the  past  19  years  as  a 
member  of  the  BBC  Natural  His- 
tory L'nit  team,  and  is  currently 
engaged  in  a number  of  projects  all 
involving  birds.  Nevertheless — 
despite  much  home  and  overseas 
travelling — he  still  finds  time  to 
enjoy  his  birdwatching  on  his  ‘local 
patch',  in  Avon,  where  his  studies 
on  Buzzards  Buteo  buteo  continue 
with  undiminished  enthusiasm. 
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Black  Grouse  in  Wales, 
spring  1986 


S.J.  Grove , P.  Hope  Jones,  A.  R.  Malkinson,  D.  H.  Thomas  and  • 
I.  Williams 


In  most  countries  within  its  Palearctic  distribution,  the  Black  Grouse 
Tetrao  tetrix  is  thought  to  be  in  serious  decline  (Cramp  & Simmons  1980). 
In  Wales,  since  the  late  1940s,  there  has  been  some  extension  in  range  and 
increase  in  numbers,  perhaps  linked  with  new  conifer  plantations  (Parslow 
1973),  but  certainly  since  1980,  and  probably  since  the  mid-1970s,  the 
Welsh  population  has  once  again  been  in  decline  (P.  H.  Jones  in  prep.). 

Recent  changes  in  land-use — especially  conversion  of  heather  Calluna 
vulgaris  and  bilberry  Vaccinium  myrtillus  moorland  to  grassland,  heavier 
grazing  pressure,  and  large-scale  forestry  operations — may  be  an 
important  factor  affecting  the  current  status  of  the  species  in  Wales.  In  view 
of  these  potential  impacts,  surveys  were  mounted  in  1985  and  1986,  carried 
out  by  the  RSPB,  and  funded  by  the  Forestry  Commission;  their  main  aim 
was  to  ascertain  the  distribution  and  numbers  of  Black  Grouse  throughout 
Wales,  a survey/census  never  previously  conducted. 

Methods 

In  general,  Black  Grouse  are  secretive,  though  easily  disturbed,  and  their 
response  to  human  presence  is  not  always  predictable — they  may  flush  at 
long  distance  and  fly  out  of  sight,  or  sit  tight  and  remain  undetected  (except 
by  dogs  or  radio-telemetry).  On  many  mornings  and,  at  certain  times  of 
year,  some  evenings,  males  will  gather  at  leks,  where  they  may  be  detected, 
approached  and  studied  fairly  readily;  females,  however,  appear  only 
briefly  at  lek  sites  in  order  to  mate,  and  are  less  frequently  observed  there. 

In  view  of  the  large  area  to  be  covered,  the  different  conspicuousness  of 
the  sexes,  and  the  short  time  available  for  survey,  it  was  decided  to  take 
male  Black  Grouse  as  the  essential  count  unit  and  to  locate  as  many  leks  as 
possible.  The  field  survey  was  therefore  conducted  over  three  spring 
months — which  included  the  period  when  lekking  activity  should  be  at  its 
height  (Lack  1939). 

During  1985,  a questionnaire  survey  had  elicited  information  on  sites 
where  Black  Grouse  had  been  known  to  occur  in  the  recent  past.  This 
survey  formed  the  basis  for  the  initial  selection  of  sites  to  be  visited  in  1986, 
and  further  information  was  gleaned  by  the  team  from  local  naturalists, 
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foresters,  farmers,  gamekeepers,  county  bird  recorders  and  landowners. 

During  the  field  survey  of  1986,  selected  sites  (and  their  surrounding 
areas)  were  given  exploratory  daytime  inspection  in  March  and  April,  and 
they  were  subsequently  visited  at  daw  n during  April  and  May  in  order  to 
find  leks  and  to  count  the  males  present.  Calls  of  males  can  be  heard  over  a 
considerable  distance:  on  calm  days,  they  were  sometimes  audible  at  up  to 
2,000  m,  thus  facilitating  identification  of  lek  sites. 

Details  of  grouse  numbers,  of  vegetation  at  the  lek  and  its  surrounds,  and 
of  various  other  factors,  w'ere  entered  on  standard  forms.  Black  Grouse 
found  displaying  at  a distance  of  200m  or  more  apart  w'ere  considered  to  be 
occupying  separate  leks.  The  raw'  data  are  held  by  the  Research 
Department  of  the  RSPB. 

Results 

A total  of  91  leks  w'as  located  in  Wales  in  spring  1986,  representing  232 
individual  male  Black  Grouse.  At  a fewr  Localities,  males  w'ere  known  to  be 
present  but  w'ere  not  lekking  (or  the  lek  could  not  be  found);  adding  these 
individuals  to  those  found  at  leks  gave  an  estimate  of  264  males  for  the 
whole  of  Wales.  Only  4 1 females  were  seen  at  or  near  the  leks.  Of  the  91  leks, 
41  w'ere  of  single  males,  the  remainder  mainly  of  two  or  three  males,  with  a 
maximum  of  14  males  (table  1).  The  distribution  of  these  leks  is  shown  in 
fig.  1. 


Table  1.  Numbers  of  male  Black  Grouse  Tetrao  tetrix  at  leks  in  Wales,  spring  1986 

NO.  MAI.ES  AT  LEK 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10  11  12  13  14  Totals 


NNo.  ofleks  43  18  14  4 2 3 0 4 1 0 0 1 0 1 91 

Total  birds  43  36  42  16  10  18  0 32  9 0 0 12  0 14  232 


Most  leks  w'ere  at  altitudes  of  between  300  m and  500  m above  sea  level, 
though  there  w'as  a considerable  range  between  the  lowest  at  180  m and  the 
highest  at  600  m (table  2). 

Table  2.  Altitudinal  distribution  of  Black  Grouse  Tetrao  tetrix  leks  in  Wales,  spring  1986 

Altitude  range 

(m  above  sea  level)  No.  ofleks 


560-600 

2 

510-550 

4 

460-500 

9 

410-450 

29 

360-400 

22 

310-350 

16 

260-300 

5 

210-250 

3 

160-200 

1 

Tw'enty-one  leks  w'ere  sited  within  conifer  plantations,  27  w'ere  within 
100  m of  a plantation,  19  lay  between  100  and  200  m away,  with  the 
remaining  24  between  200  and  700  m away. 
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Lek  sites  varied  considerably  in  terms  of  vegetation  type.  Most  were  on 
level,  or  only  slightly  sloping,  open  ground  with  low  vegetation,  often  with 
acid  grassland  or  low  heather  as  important  Components,  though  with 
rushes  Juncus  and  mosses  often  also  present. On  a wider  scale, iland-use  up  to 
1 km  away  from  leks  frequently  included  afforestation  and  thicket-stage 
conifers,  but  also  in  many  cases  acid  grassland  and  heather  and — less 
frequently — a range  of  habitats  such  as  pole-stage  conifers,  forest  roads, 


fig.  1 . Distribution  of  Black  Grouse  Tetrao  tetnx  leks  in  Wales,  spring  1 986.  Black  = zone  of  leks 
with  four  or  more  males;  hatched  = zone  where  leks  were  of  only  one  to  three  males  (though 
such  leks  also  occurred  within  the  black  zones) 


and  a variety  of  upland  vegetation.  In  only  five  cases  were  occupied 
buildings  present.  Sitka  spruce  Picea  sitchensis  was  the  tree  species  most  often 
associated  with  the  lek,  but  this  is  likely  to  reflect  the  planting  composition 
of  modern  forests  rather  than  a conscious  selection  on  the  part  of  the  Black 
Grouse. 

Single-male  leks  predominated  in  mainly-forest  habitats  (22,  or  65%,  of 
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Table  3.  Broad  habitat  categories  comprising  major  components  of  land  type  within 
stated  distances  of  76  lek  sites  of  Welsh  Black  Grouse  Tetrao  tetrix  for  which  these  data 

were  collected 


Many  plots  included  mosaic  of  habitat  types,  but  this  table  has  been  compiled  to  show 
numbers  of  plots  in  three  main  broad  groupings 


Habitat  category 


10  m X 10  m 100  m X 100  m 1 km  X 1 km 


Coniferous  forest 

24 

26 

34 

Semi-natural  vegetation 

on  open  land 

38 

37 

34 

Enclosed  farmland 

14 

13 
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Table  4.  Numbers  of  male  Black  Grouse  Tetrao  tetrix  in 

relation  to  habitat  within  1 km  of 

their  Welsh  lek  sites 

NO.  MALES  (NO.  OF  LEKS) 

At  single-male 

At  leks  of 

Habitat  category 

leks  more  than  one  male 

Totals 

Coniferous  forest 
Semi-natural  vegetation 

22  (22) 

42 

(12) 

64  (34) 

on  open  land 

15  (15) 

74 

(19) 

89  (34) 

Enclosed  farmland 

1 (1) 

26 

(7) 

27  (8) 

34  leks) ; they  were  nearer  equality  in  mainly  open,  semi-natural  habitats 
( 15,  or  44%,  of  34  leks);  but  they  comprised  only  one,  or  13%,  of  eight  leks 
dominated  by  enclosed  farmland. 


Discussion 

The  efficacy  of  the  survey  is  dependent  mainly  upon  two  factors:  know  ing 
the  types  of  terrain  where  the  species  is  likely  to  occur,  and  having  prior 
information  on  the  occurrence  of  leks  (or  at  least  on  sightings  of  males).  We 
are  unable  to  guarantee  full  coverage  of  either,  but  further  investigations 
later  during  1986  failed  to  detect  the  presence  of  any  sites  w hich  were 
missed  by  the  survey.  Angelstam  (1978)  suggested  that  the  total  population 
of  males  could  be  counted  if  the  solitary  displaying  males  were  counted  as 
w'ell  as  the  communally  lekking  males;  whilst  some  Welsh  leks  (especially  of 
single  males)  must  inevitably  have  been  missed,  if  Angelstam’s  suggestion 
is  correct,  and  applicable  in  Wales,  then  it  is  likely  that  the  1986  survey  w ill 
have  recorded  a very  high  percentage  of  the  males  present  in  the 
population.  It  is  concluded,  therefore,  that  the  male  segment  of  the  Black 
Grouse  population  in  Wales  during  the  spring  of  1986  comprised  a 
minimum  of  264,  and  probably  no  more  than  300,  individuals.  The  survey 
was  not  designed  to  assess  the  numbers  of  females;  the  sex  ratio  in  Biack 
Grouse  can  vary  considerably,  and,  since  this  parameter  is  not  known  for 
Wales,  w'e  therefore  consider  it  premature  to  produce  an  extrapolated 
estimate  for  total  numbers  of  Black  Grouse  in  Wales. 
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Comparison  of  our  results  (fig.  1)  with  the  species'  distribution  in  Wales 
during  the  five  breeding  seasons  1968-72  (Sharrock  1976)  (fig.  2)  indicates 
a retraction  of  range  towards  north/central  Wales,  but,  whilst  this  seems 
likely  to  be  true,  the  two  surveys  were  quite  different  in  aims  and  execution, 
and  may  not  bear  too  close  a comparison. 

The  occurrence  of  single,  territorial  male  Black  Grouse  has  been 
recorded  in  Continental  literature,  but  its  relatively  high  frequency  in 
Wales  has  not  previously  been  reported.  Angelstam  (1978)  found  that  the 
proportion  of  such  birds  in  the  male  numbers  present  on  his  Swedish  study 
site  varied  from  1%  to  29%  between  years,  whilst  Ellison  et  al.  (1981)  found 
that,  in  the  French  Alps,  the  proportion  of  solitary  males  at  four  study  plots 
was  high:  between  31%  and  59%.  Very  little  is  yet  known  about  the 
structure  of  the  Black  Grouse  population  in  Wales,  so  it  is  not  possible  to  • 
comment  critically  on  the  social  status  of  these  solitary  displaying  males.  It 
is  possible,  however,  that  their  apparently  rather  high  proportion  might 
reflect  not  so  much  the  social  or  age  structure  of  the  population  as  the 
simple  fact  that  Wales  in  1986  had  low’  numbers  of  Black  Grouse  scattered 
over  a wade  geographical  spread  in  a fragmented,  small  and  declining 
population,  with  a ‘core  zone’  of  w'ell-populated  leks,  and  a w'ide  fringe  of 
soloists  and  small  leks. 

One  early  assumption  in  the  planning  of  this  survey  w’as  that  the  majority 
of  males  vcould  be  present  in  spring  at  w’ell-known  traditional  lek  sites.  This 
is,  hov/ever,  novc  knowm  to  be  a false  premise  because,  in  areas  such  as 
Wales  (wdiere  local  Black  Grouse  populations  are  often  linked  with  new’ 
afforestation  in  a rapidly  changing  countryside),  the  concept  of  a 
traditional  lek  site  is  often  not  tenable.  Local  distribution  can  change  quite 
rapidly  under  these  circumstances,  militating  against  a stable  dispersion. 


2.  Black  G rouse  Tetrao  tetrix  on  the  short-grass  surface  of  a Welsh  lek  site  (John  Lawton  Roberts) 
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Fig.  2.  Distribution  of  Black  Grouse  Tetrao  tetrix  in  1968-72.  Large  dots,  confirmed  breeding; 
medium  dots,  probable  breeding;  small  dots,  possible  breeding.  Reproduced  from  The  Atlas  of 
Breeding  Birds  in  Britain  and  Ireland  (Sharrock  1976)  by  permission  of  the  publishers,  T.  & A.  D. 

Poyser  Ltd 

With  increasing  use  and  management  of  the  more  remote  areas  of  Welsh 
countryside,  there  is  inevitably  a concomitant  increase  in  disturbance  level: 
from  low-flying  jet  aircraft,  through  leisure  activities  such  as  walking, 
motorcycling  and  shooting,  to  intermittently  intensive  agricultural  and 
forestry  operations.  All  of  these  factors  were  noted  during  this  1986  survey. 
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3.  Black  Grouse  Tetrao  letrix  sparring  on  the  mainly  short-grass  surface  of  a Welsh  lek  ( John 


Lawton  Roberts ) 

The  precise  impact  of  these  practices  on  the  well-being  of  the  Black  Grouse 
remains  unknown,  but  all  are  likely  to  reduce  the  stability  of  a quiet 
environment  and — in  some  cases — to  act  against  the  continued  survival  of 
small  local  populations.  In  an  English  study,  Hudson  (1986)  considered 
that  a general  decline  in  numbers  of  Red  Grouse  Lagopus  lagopus  was  linked 
with  fewer  gamekeepers  and  an  increase  in  potential  predators  such  as 
Carrion  Crows  Corvus  corone  and  foxes  Vulpes  vulpes;  it  is  possible  that  these 
two  factors  may  also  be  affecting  Red  and  Black  Grouse  in  Wales. 

4.  Photographic  hide  set  up  at  a Welsh  lek  of  Black  Grouse  Tetrao  tetrix:  the  site  is  on  short 
turf  surrounded  by  coarser  vegetation  of  heather  Calluna  vulgaris  (foreground)  and  rushes 
Juncus  (middle  distance),  with  ‘escape  cover’  of  medium-sized  trees  in  the  background  (John 

Lawton  Roberts) 
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Changes  in  upland  land-use  have  become  increasingly  evident  in  Wales 
in  the  past  lev*'  decades,  and  most  of  the  Black  Grouse  population  was  by 
1986  closely  associated  with  (and  possibly  dependent  upon)  managed 
conifer  plantations.  Its  survival  therefore  hinges  upon  a management 
regime  which  is  sympathetic  towards  wildlife  in  general  and  Black  Grouse 
in  particular.  It  is  hoped  that  the  results  of  this  1986  survey  will  further  an 
aw'areness  of  the  status  of  a declining  species,  and  foster  the  will  and  the 
action  to  safeguard  Black  Grouse  and  their  habitats. 
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Summary 

A survey  of  Black  Grouse  Tetrao  tetrix  'm  Wales  during  spring  1986  yielded  232  males  at  91  leks. 
A minimum  of 264  males  was  present,  and  it  is  unlikely  that  the  true  total  was  higher  than  3(X). 
Most  leks  (80)  lay  between  300  m and  500  m above  sea  level,  with  the  full  range  from  180  m to 
600  m.  Of  the  91  leks,  47%  had  only  one  male,  and  19%  of  all  lekking  males  were  seen  at 
one-male  leks.  Lek  sites  were  mainly  on  level,  or  fairly  level,  open  ground  with  low  vegetation; 
most  v.'ere  within  200  m of  the  edge  of  a conifer  plantation. 
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‘Can  Mr.  Witherby  prove  that  the  Crossbill  has  not  bred  in  Ireland  for  the  last  hundred 
vears,  or  five  hundred  years  if  you  like?  It  is  pretty  easy  to  make  an  assertion  of  that  kind  but 
very  difficult  of  proof;  we  must  remember  that  whereas  one  hundred  years  ago  there  were  few 
observers  of  the  movements  of  birds  in  the  British  Islands,  there  are  now  thousands,  and  that 
the  fauna  of  Ireland  was  perhaps  less  well  known  than  any  other  part."  (Brit.  Birds  6:  263. 
January  1913). 


Obituary 

Stanley  Cramp  OBE,  ba  (1913-1987) 

Stanley  Cramp,  who  died  aged  73  on  20th  August  1987,  will  probably  be 
remembered  best  for  his  achievement  as  Chief  Editor  of  The  Birds  of  the 
Western  Palearctic.  This  he  had  come  near  to  completing  after  some  23  years 
of  sustained  effort,  with  vol.  5 in  press,  vol.  6 largely  prepared,  and  vol.  7 
already  partly  in  draft.  Hardly  less  notable,  however,  was  his  Senior 
Editorship  of  British  Birds,  which  he  took  over  in  1963,  remaining  as  Board 
Chairman  until  the  end — a record  two-thirds  as  long  as  that  of  its  founder, 
H.  F.  Witherby.  The  fact  that  two  previous  senior  editors  chose  to 
continue  serving  under  him  on  the  Board  shows  the  confidence  which  he 
commanded  and  the  teamwork  characteristic  of  British  Birds. 

While  his  leading  ornithological  distinction  had  been  as  President  of 
the  British  Ornithologists’  Union,  his  many  other  achievements  included 
those  as  Chairman  of  the  Scientific  Research  Committee  of  the  British 
Trust  for  Ornithology'  during  a most  critical  phase  of  its  expansion,  as  a 
leader  of  the  Royal  Society  for  the  Protection  of  Birds  at  a corresponding 
growth  period,  his  formative  contributions  to  the  programmes  of  the 
London  Natural  History  Society  and  eventually  of  the  Seabird  Group,  his 
initiatives  for  the  Council  of  Nature  and  CoEnCo,  and  internationally  his 
successful  assignment  for  the  European  Commission  on  developing  a 
sound  scientific  foundation  for  bird  protection  throughout  the  Commun- 
ity. All  these,  apart  from  his  individual  work,  would  amply  qualify  him  as 
one  of  the  most  influential  and  productive  ornithologists  of  his  age. 
Indeed,  it  was  one  of  his  most  notable  merits  that  whenever  he  applied 
himself  to  something  that  needed  doing  in  ornithology  or  in  conservation 
there  was  usually  a solid  result  to  show  for  it,  no  matter  how  difficult  the 
task. 

Born  in  Cheshire  on  24th  September  1913,  he  had  to  make  his  own  way- 
in  the  world.  After  taking  his  degree  at  Manchester  University,  he 
embarked  on  a Civil  Service  career  in  Customs  and  Excise,  but  birds  were 
his  lifelong  interest.  Given  his  limited  background  and  initial  opportuni- 
ties, as  well  as  his  methodical  disposition,  his  attainment  of  a recognised 
position  in  ornithology  inevitably  took  time,  and  he  became  well-known 
only  during  his  forties.  With  characteristic  realism,  he  first  concentrated 
on  an  aspect  which  had  been  neglected  scientifically  and  yet  was  most 
readily  accessible  for  his  studies — the  numbers,  habits  and  adaptations  of 
birds  in  cities.  He  picked  out  as  decisive  their  problems  of  finding  nesting 
places,  of  access  to  suitable  foods  and  of  accommodating  themselves  to 
life  at  close  quarters  with  people,  but  he  recognised  the  significance  of 
historical  records,  population  patterns  and  trends,  and  changing  be- 
haviour. He  was  never  a museum  or  laboratory  ornithologist,  but  as  a field 
man  he  was  keenly  aware  of  the  need  to  learn  everything  relevant  from 
these  and  other  backgrounds.  His  firm  confidence  was  based  on  ample 
and  precise  knowledge,  gathered  and  employed  with  critical  care. 
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Stanley  Cramp  ( 1913-1987) 

His  move  to  London  as  a young  man  quickly  brought  him  in  touch  with 
a lively  young  group  already  pursuing  urban  bird  studies.  Encouraged  by 
his  flair  for  teamwork,  he  readily  assumed  a leading  role  in  this  growing 
branch  of  ornithology,  culminating  with  his  1952  paper  for  British  Birds 
(jointly  with  W.  G.  Teagle)  on  ‘The  birds  of  Inner  London'.  His  approach 
is  perceptively  appraised  by  Robert  Spencer  in  his  review  of  ‘Changes  in 
patterns  of  behaviour’  in  the  history  of  the  BTO  entitled  Enjoying 
Ornithology  (1983).  It  was  as  a spin-off  from  these  studies  that  he  developed 
a specialist  interest  in  the  repercussions  of  environmental  pollution  on 


5.  Stanley  Cramp,  Turkey,  June  1973  (R.  F.  Porter ) 
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Stanley  Cramp  ( 1913-1987) 

birds  and  on  the  biosphere.  This  became  instrumental  in  enabling  him  to 
contribute  effectively  to  the  conservation  movement  during  the  1960s  and 
1970s. 

With  growing  maturity  and  a more  secure  position  in  life,  he  was  able  to 
undertake  some  modest  ornithological  travel  and  to  acquire  an  eventually 
impressive  experience  of  the  birds  of  the  Western  Palearctic,  beyond 
which  he  hardly  ventured,  although  in  later  life  he  developed  an  interest 
in  its  seabirds  as  well. 

His  impressive  capacity  for  synthesising  vast  amounts  of  data  on  a 
European  scale,  and  for  co-ordinating  a fast-moving  small  army  of  field 
observers  was  well  demonstrated  in  his  1960  three-part  paper  in  British 
Birds,  jointly  with  A.  Pettet  andj.  T.  R.  Sharrock,  on  ‘The  irruption  of  tits 
in  autumn  1957’.  Occurrences  in  space  and  time,  together  with  numbers,  , 
movements  and  behaviour,  held  a paramount  place  in  his  interests.  He 
developed  a real  master)’  of  incorporating  massive  data  accurately  into 
clear  and  readable  accounts. 

Although  it  could  hardly  have  been  predicted  ten  years  earlier,  he  had 
fully  equipped  himself  for  the  top  roles  which  were  to  occupy  him  for  the 
final  quarter-century  of  his  life.  Indeed,  his  somewhat  late  development 
proved  an  asset,  enabling  him  to  take  full  advantage  of  the  massive 
expansion  of  ornithological  knowledge  and  ideas  occurring  around  and 
after  the  middle  of  the  century.  Although  ornithologically  self-educated, 
and  able  to  become  a full-time  professional  only  after  taking  early 
retirement  from  the  Civil  Service,  he  always  managed  to  find  plenty  of 
hours  for  bird  study,  and  to  use  them  to  good  effect.  While  he  looked  the 
archetype  of  a confirmed  bachelor,  evidence  exists  that  he  underwent  a 
brief  and  unhappy  lapse  from  that  condition,  more  than  40  years  ago, 
about  which  it  seems  best  to  follow  his  own  example  by  saying  no  more. 

From  the  middle  1950s,  the  then  Editors  of  British  Birds  were  concerned 
with  expanding  the  journal’s  frail  economic  base  to  enable  it  to  meet  ever- 
greater  demands  for  service  to  readers  and  the  growing  complexity  of 
ornithological  activities.  Over  and  above  such  direct  burdens  was  the 
nagging  awareness  that  Witherby’s  great  Handbook  of  British  Birds  (1938-41) 
was  beginning  to  call  for  an  even  more  substantial  up-to-date  replacement 
which  none  but  the  editors  could  muster  the  capacity  to  undertake,  and 
which  would  severely  tax  their  resources.  The  dark  patch  of  the  bogus 
'Hastings  rarities’,  which  had  first  to  be  cleared  away  by  a heavy  and 
embarrassing  surgical  operation  culminating  in  1962  (Brit.  Birds  55:  28 1 - 
384),  delayed  a start,  which  then  could  no  longer  be  avoided. 

The  concept  of  a new  standard  work  based  merely  upon  ‘British’  birds 
had,  however,  become  outdated,  as  was  demonstrated  by  the  engagingly 
old-world  image  of  I).  A.  Bannerman’s  monumental  Birds  of  the  British  Isles 
appearing  around  that  time.  A worthy  successor  to  the  Handbook  would 
have  to  cover  the  entire  Western  Palearctic,  but  bringing  together  a fully 
international  team  to  produce  and  fund  it  was  still  out  of  reach.  As  a 
compromise,  it  was  necessary  to  fall  back  on  a British-based  project  with 
substantial  European  contributions,  sponsored  by  a major  non- 
commercial publisher. 


13 


Stanley  Cramp  ( 1913-1987) 

1 hings  came  to  a head  soon  after  Stanley  Cramp  had  become  Senior 
Editor.  Although  I handled  the  original  preparations,  and  persuaded  the 
Oxford  University  Press  to  take  on  publication,  my  commitments  for  the 
International  Biological  Program  and  other  projects,  plus  the  inevitable 
heavy  dependence  editorially  on  the  data,  resources  and  manpower  of 
British  Birds , commended  the  alternative  of  transferring  the  top  responsi- 
bility for  Birds  of  the  Western  Palearctic  to  Stanley. 

None  of  us  then  foresaw  quite  how  immense  the  combined  burden  of  BB 
and  BWP  would  be,  and  had  we  done  so  we  would  have  dismissed  it  as 
impossible  lor  Stanley  to  carry  it  through  as  successfully  as  he  in  fact  did. 
In  the  event,  however,  the  task  will  have  taken  more  than  three  times  as 
long  as  \\  itherby’s  Handbook , and  has  involved  immensely  worse  problems 
than  those  which  the  great  YVitherby  himself  found  it  a struggle  to 
surmount.  I his  is  not  the  time  or  place  to  enlarge  upon  them,  but  there 
can  be  no  finer  tribute  to  Stanley  Cramp  than  that  he  brought  possibly  the 
greatest  of  all  ornithological  enterprises  well  in  sight  of  completion  in  his 
lifetime. 

Stanley’s  character,  although  strong  and  definite,  does  not  lend  itself 
easily  to  description.  It  was  highly  self-controlled  and  reticent,  avoiding 
anything  colourful,  dramatic  or  demonstrative.  His  gift  was  for  quiet, 
matter-of-fact  exchanges  and  actions,  playing  down  personalities,  irrele- 
vancies  or  avoidable  occasions  for  controversy.  His  sense  of  direction,  his 
instant  good  judgments  of  people  and  options,  his  evident  integrity,  and 
steady  unmistakable  dedication  to  success  in  the  common  cause  aroused 
confidence  and  a sympathetic  response,  especially  as  he  showed  readiness 
to  concede  if  deadlock  threatened.  Even  in  the  field,  any  excitement 
aroused  by  unexpected  and  interesting  sights  was  skilfully  hidden,  and  his 
critical  faculties  were  left  unimpaired.  Yet,  while  keeping  to  himself  his 
feelings  and  many  of  the  facts  of  his  life,  he  was  far  from  being  a loner.  He 
enjoyed  the  company  of  those  whom  he  respected  and  trusted,  and  his 
friendships  were  durable  and  varied;  rather  surprisingly,  some  Russian 
ornithologists  were  among  those  with  whom  he  had  quite  close  links. 

He  went  to  an  extreme  only  as  a chain-smoker  of  cigarettes;  the  habit 
seemed  particularly  out  of  place  in  an  expert  on  the  evil  effects  of 
pollution,  but  no  amount  of  evidence  or  logic  would  shake  his  addiction. 
While  it  failed  to  bring  his  life  to  an  early  end,  it  certainly  aggravated  his 
coughing  and  other  disabilities,  which  worsened  enough  to  interfere  sadly 
and  visibly  with  his  activities  during  his  latest  years,  when  he  found 
increasing  difficulty  in  walking  or  even  in  talking  on  the  telephone.  His 
naturally  tough  physique,  which  had  carried  him  so  well  through  so  many 
years,  had  been  strained  beyond  its  limits,  and  he  finally  fell  prey  to  a 
stroke  and  an  attack  of  pneumonia. 

Very  much  an  ornithologist  of  his  time,  wide-ranging,  open-minded,  yet 
disciplined  and  receptive  to  constructive  challenges,  Stanley  turned  in  a 
performance  much  greater  than  could  reasonably  have  been  expected  of 
him.  He  used  his  considerable  but  easily  underrated  talents  to  leave  a 
remarkably  solid  and  well-balanced  legacy  for  the  future,  from  which  the 
entire  world  of  ornithology  will  benefit.  E.  M.  Nicholson 


European  news 

With  this  twenty-second  selection,  we  are  again  delighted  to  be  able  to 
include  records  from  25  countries,  and  to  welcome  the  first 
contributions  from  the  German  Democratic  Republic  and  from  Israel. 
New  contacts  in  unrepresented  West  Palearctic  countries  will  be  very' 
welcome.  The  official  correspondents  whose  detailed  six-monthly  reports 
are  summarised  here  are  acknowledged  at  the  end.  This  feature  is 
intended  as  a news  service;  anyone  requiring  further  information  or 
quoting  records  in  other  publications  should  refer  to  the  literature  of  the 
relevant  country. 

If  you  have  made  observations  in  any  of  the  countries  not  included  here 
and  do  not  know  to  whom  records  should  be  sent,  we  suggest  that  you 
send  them  to  British  Birds,  and  we  shall  do  our  best  to  pass  them  on  to  the 
appropriate  person;  for  countries  which  are  included  here,  we  suggest  that 
you  send  a copy  of  your  records  to  the  relevant  ‘European  news’ 
correspondent  listed  at  the  end  of  this  summary. 

Records  awaiting  formal  verification  by  national  rarities  committees  are 
indicated  by  an  asterisk(*). 

Unless  otherwise  stated,  all  records  refer  to  single  individuals 


Red-throated  Diver  G avia  slellala  FINLAND 
Population  estimate:  from  about  360  breed- 
ing pairs  known  in  1987,  total  population 
estimated  to  be  600-800  breeding  pairs. 

Black-throated  Diver  Gavia  arctica  FINLAND 
Population  estimate:  4,600  pairs  in  1987. 

White-billed  Diver  Gavia  adamsii  SWEDEN 
Highest  annual  total:  37  records  in  1985  is 
new  peak. 

Great  Crested  Grebe  Podkeps  cristatus  ITALY 
Population  increase:  breeding  pairs  in- 
creased by  about  100  pairs  since  1983,  to 
631-850  pairs  in  June  1986. 

Slavonian  Grebe  Podiceps  auritus  POLAND 
Third  breeding  record:  pair  with  four  chicks 
at  Biatystok  fish-ponds  in  1985  (second 
breeding  was  in  same  place  in  1981 , and  first 
breeding  at  Kolno  Lake  in  1972). 

Albatross  Diornedea  SPAIN  First  for  Strait  of 
Gibraltar:  west  at  Punta  Secreta  during 
easterly  gale  on  15th  March  1987. 

Manx  Shearwater  Puffinus  puffinus  CANARY 
islands  Confirmed  breeding:  La  Palma  in 
1987;  also  detected  at  night  on  Tenerife,  La 
Gomera  and  El  Hierro.  SWEDEN  Fourth 
record  of  race  mauretanicus:  Rddskar,  south  of 


Varberg,  on  17th  June  1987.  YUGOSLAVIA 
Second  record  for  Slovenia  since  1878:  over 
1,000  in  Bay  of  Trieste,  in  three  flocks, 
including  one  of  approximately  700,  on  14th 
September  1986. 

Little  Shearwater  Puffinus  assimilis  SPAIN 
Second  record:  P.  a.  baroli  in  Cadiz  on  Pith 
May  1986*  (first  was  in  November  1981,  Brit. 
Birds  78:  338). 

Audubon’s  Shearwater  Puffinus  Iherminieri 
ISRAEL  First  record:  Tel  Aviv  beach  during 
January  1984.  (This  species  has  not  pre- 
viously been  mentioned  in  a ‘European 
news’  summary.) 

White-faced  Petrel  Pelagodrorna  marina  CAN- 
ARY ISLANDS  First  record  and  first  breeding:  a 
few  pairs  discovered  on  eastern  islets  in 
1987.  (This  species  has  not  previously  been 
mentioned  in  a ‘European  news’  summary.) 

Brown  Booby  Sula  leucogaster  MOROCCO 
Second  record:  adult  flying  south  off  Oued 
Massa  on  5th  January  1987*  (first  concerned 
two  immatures  o(T Oualidia  on  14th  Septem- 
ber 1979).  (This  species  has  not  previously 
been  mentioned  in  a ‘European  news’  sum- 
mary.) 

Squacco  Heron  Ardeola  ralloides  DENMARK 
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European  news 

Sixth  record:  Vorso  during  16th-18th  May 
1987  (fifth  was  in  October  1979,  Brit.  Birds 
73:  573-574).  SWEDEN  Seventh  record:  Torre- 
berga,  Lund,  during  7th-  10th  June  1987. 

Western  Reef  Heron  Egretta  gularis 
morocco  Tenth  record:  dark-phase  with  12 
Little  Egrets  E.  garzetta  on  islet  ofFEssaouira 
on  23rd  May  1988  (ninth  was  in  April  1986, 
Brit.  Birds  80:  322). 

White  Stork  Ciconia  ciconia  CZECHOSLOVAKIA 
Breeding  decline:  reduction  in  number  of 
occupied  nests  from  1,907  in  1984  to  940  in 
1985  and  918  in  1986.  DENMARK  Continued 
decline:  only  12  breeding  pairs  in  1987.  (Cf. 
decreases  in  the  Netherlands,  the  Federal 
Republic  of  Germany  and  Portugal,  Bril. 
Birds  80:  322.) 

Glossy  Ibis  Blegadis  Jalcinellus  SWEDEN 
Twelfth  record:  Getteron  on  31st  May  1986. 

White-fronted  Goose  Anser  albifrons 
morocco  Second  record:  adult  with  Ruddy 
Shelducks  Tadorna  ferruginea  at  Merzouga 
Lake  on  30th  March  1987. 

Greylag  Goose  Anser  anser  gibrai.tar  Third 
record:  13th  April  1987. 

Barnacle  Goose  Branta  leucopsis  SWEDEN 
Population  increase:  640-645  pairs  breeding 
on  Oland  and  Gotland  in  1986  (cf.  previous 
summary,  Brit.  Birds  77:  234). 

American  Wigeon  Anas  americana  SWEDEN 
Tenth  record:  Getteron  during  3rd  May  to 
2nd  June  1987. 

Blue-winged  Teal  Anas  discors  SWEDEN  Sixth 
to  eighth  records:  pair  at  Mardansgsjon 
during  7th-8th  May  1987,  male  at  Storsjon 
on  15th  May  1987,  and  female  at  Strandstu- 
guviken  on  18th  May  1987  (third  to  fifth 
records  w'ere  in  1981,  1982  and  1983,  Brit. 
Birds  77:  234). 

Shoveler  Anas  clypeala  MOROCCO  Highest 
winter  count:  11,360  in  wildfowl  census  in 
January  1987. 

Red-crested  Pochard  Xetta  rufina  HUNGARY 
First  confirmed  breeding:  female  with  duck- 
lings at  Fertoto,  Neusiedlersee,  on  4th  July 
1986.  About  five  breeding  pairs  at  Mocsa, 
Kisbalaton,  in  1987  (cf.  range  expansion  or 
increases  in  Austria,  Czechoslovakia,  Po- 
land and  Switzerland,  Brit.  Birds  78:  639). 


Ring-necked  Duck  Aythya  collaris  Spain 
Second  record:  male  at  Medina  Sidonia, 
Cadiz,  on  4th  May  1985*  (first  was  in  1978). 

King  Eider  Somateria  spectabilis  HUNGARY 
Second  record:  immature  male  on  Danube 
near  Visegrad  during  3rd  to  6th  April  1986 
(this  is  first  twentieth-century  record). 
SWEDEN  Highest  annual  total:  approximately 
90  during  1986  is  almost  double  previous 
highest  annual  total. 

Steller’s  Eider  Pofysticta  slelleri  NK  i heri.ands 
Third  record:  I.elystad  on  28th  January 
1987.  SWEDEN  Highest  annual  total:  increase 
continues,  with  280  reported  during  1986. 

Hooded  Merganser  Mergus  cucullatus 
NORWAY  First  record:  adult  male  at  Horda- 
land  in  late  September  1985.  (This  species 
has  not  previously  been  mentioned  in  a 
‘European  news’  summary'.) 

Ruddy  Duck  Oxyura  jamaicensis  DENMARK 
Second  record:  female  at  Tofte  So  during 
24th  to  26th  June  1987.  Norway  Second 
record:  two  males  at  Lofoten  during  16th 
May  to  10th  June  1985.  spain  First  record: 
female  shot  at  Ebro  Della  between  October 
1983  and  February  1984  (male  on  15th 
November  1985,  Brit.  Birds  80:  10,  now 
becomes  second  record).  (Cf.  recent  records 
in  Belgium,  France  and  Switzerland,  Brit. 
Birds  80:  10.) 

White-headed  Duck  Oxyura  leucocephala 
netheri.ands  Eighth  record:  Utrecht  during 
February'  and  March  1987  (seventh  was  in 
1985.  Brit.  Birds  78:  339). 

Black-shouldered  Kite  Elanus  caeruleus 
MOROCCO  Extralimital  sightings:  near  Guer- 
cif  on  7th  January  1987  and  at  Selouane  on 
4th  February  1987,  both  far  east  of  normal 
range. 

White-tailed  Eagle  Haliaeetus  albicilla 
GERMAN  DEMOCRATIC  RF.PUBI.IC  Population 
estimate:  stable  at  115  pairs  in  1985. 

Lammergeier  Gypaetus  barbatus  SPAIN  Cen- 
sus: 40  pairs  in  Spanish  Pyrenees  in  spring 
1986;  of  36  pairs  monitored,  33  known  to 
have  laid  eggs,  raising  29  fledged  young  (cf. 
35  pairs  in  1985.  Brit.  Birds  80:  10). 

Egyptian  Vulture  Neophron  percnopterus 
HUNGARY  Seventh  record:  Gerecse  Mountain 
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on  9th  June  1987.  SWEDEN  Fourth  record: 
Hornborgasjon  on  31st  May  1987.  SWITZER- 
t.AND  Ninth  record:  Lentigny  on  12th  May 
1987. 

Lappet-faced  Vulture  Torgos  tracheliotus 
ISRAEL  Only  five  individuals  of  T.  t.  negevensis 
remain:  egg  from  nest  of  pair  near  Eilat 
taken  for  incubation  at  Tel  Aviv  University 
and  a second  hatched,  but  the  chick  fell 
from  the  nest  and  was  taken  into  captivity. 
(This  species  has  not  previously  been  men- 
tioned in  a ‘European  news’  summary.) 

Hen  Harrier  Circus  cyaneus  GERMAN  DEMO- 
CRATIC: REPUBLIC:  Population  estimate:  ap- 
proximately 30  pairs  in  1985. 

Montagu’s  Harrier  Circus  pygargus  GERMAN 
DEMOCRATIC  REPUBLIC  Population  estimate: 
approximately  35  pairs  in  1985. 

Sparrowhawk  Accipiter  nisus  DENMARK 
Highest-ever  spring  count:  1,050  migrants 
passing  Gilleleje  on  1 1th  April  1987. 

Levant  Sparrowhawk  Accipiter  brnnpes  ISRAF.l 
Record  passage:  44,600  past  Kfar  Kassem 
during  autumn  1986,  and  49,836  at  Eilat  in 
spring  1987,  with  22,747  on  26lh  April. 

Rough-legged  Buzzard  Buteo  lagopus  FRANCE. 
Winter  influx:  20-30  mainly  in  northeast 
during  January  to  March  1987*.  Luxem- 
bourg Winter  influx:  five  or  six  individuals 
in  second  half  of  February.  SWITZERLAND 
Largest-ever  influx:  many  records  on  Swiss 
Plateau  during  January  to  mid  March  1987. 
(cf.  influx  into  Belgium  in  January-February 
1987,  Brit.  Birds  80:  323.) 

Lesser  Spotted  Eagle  Aquila  pomarina 
GERMAN  DEMOCRATIC  REPUBLIC  Population 
estimate:  relatively  stable  at  80  pairs  in 
1985. 

Spotted  Eagle  Aquila  clanga  FINLAND  First 
record  of  form  Julvescens ’:  Hanko  on  5th 
October  1984  (see  Tawny/Steppe  Eagle 
below).  GIBRALTAR  First  record:  adult  flying 
north  on  10th  March  1987. 

Tawny/Steppe  Eagle  Aquila  rapax  FINLAND 
Deletion:  record  of  one  on  5th  October  1984 
(Brit.  Birds  78:  640;  80:  324)  now  considered 
to  refer  to  Spotted  Eagle  A.  clanga.  HUNGARY 
First  record  of  the  African  race  belisarius: 
adult  at  Fdldes  from  13th  July  to  12th 
September  1986. 
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Golden  Eagle  Aquila  chrysaetos  HUNGARY  1 irst 
breeding  record:  pair  bred  in  northern 
mountains  in  1987. 

Booted  Eagle  Hieraaetus  pennatus  SWITZER- 
LAND Seventh  record:  light-phase  at  Chavor- 
nay  on  19th  April  1987. 

Osprey  Pandion  haliaetus  DENMARK  Highest- 
ever  count:  95  migrants  passing  Heilebaek 
on  11th  April  1987.  GERMAN  DEMOCRATIC 
republic  Population  estimate:  120  pairs  in 
1985;  353  juveniles  ringed  during  1980-85. 

Kestrel  Falco  tinnunculus  GIBRAL  TAR  First-ever 
breeding:  May  1987. 

Red-footed  Falcon  Falco  vespertinus  FRANCE 
Spring  influx:  at  least  50  in  the  south  and 
four  to  six  along  the  Atlantic  coast  in  1987. 
MALTA  Spring  influx:  usually  only  a few  in 
late  May,  but  hundreds  reported  on  29th 
May  1987. 

Gyrfalcon  Falco  rusticolus  NETHERLANDS  First 
since  1923:  Groningen  during  February  - 
March  1987.  (This  species  has  not  pre- 
viously been  mentioned  in  a ‘European 
news’  summary.) 

Peregrine  Falco  peregrinus  GERMAN  demo- 
cratic: REPUBLIC  Resumed  breeding:  no 
breeding  records  during  1975-80,  but  five 
pairs  at  new  site  in  Harz  Mountains  in  1985. 
YUGOSLAVIA  Resumed  breeding:  first  breed- 
ing in  Slovenia  ‘for  some  years’. 

Sora  Porzana  Carolina  SWEDEN  Second  record: 
Skattkarr,  Varmland,  during  18th  May  to 
25th  June  1987  and  possibly  the  same  at 
Mora  during  6th-7th  July  (first  record  was  in 
1986).  (This  species  has  not  previously  been 
mentioned  in  a ‘European  news’  summary.) 

Moorhen  Gallinula  chloropus  MALTA  Sixth 
confirmed  breeding  record:  first  confirmed 
breeding  in  Gozo,  in  spring  1987  (cf.  first 
Maltese  breeding  in  1984,  Brit.  Birds  77:  588). 

Purple  Gallinule  Porphyrio  porphyria  SPAIN 
Range  expansion:  small  population  in  Jaen 
province,  some  250  km  from  sites  in  Guadal- 
quivir Marismas,  with  ‘some  nests’  in  May 
1986  and  43  individuals  in  census  in  Decem- 
ber 1986  (cf.  high  counts  in  Morocco,  Brit. 
Birds  80:  324). 

Coot  Fulica  atra  MOROCCO  High  winter  num- 
bers: at  Merja  Zerga  lagoon  70,000  on  22nd 
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September  1986,  30,200  on  20th  December 
1986  and  28,000  on  18th  January  1987. 

Crane  Grus  grus  GERMAN  democratic  repub- 
l It:  Population  increase:  at  least  1,000  pairs, 
perhaps  1,100.  Passage:  24,000  at  Riigen 
and  Bock  on  1st  November  1985  and  41,000 
in  the  country  at  that  time. 

Painted  Snipe  Rostratula  benghalensis 
morocco  First  record:  adult  female  at 
Taliouine  on  20th  April  1987*.  ( This  species 
has  not  previously  been  mentioned  in  a 
‘European  news’  summary.) 

Cream-coloured  Courser  Cursorius  cursor 
\t  int.Ri  ands  Seventh  record:  Noordholland 
during  3rd-21st  October  1986.  portcgai. 
Second  record:  Carrapateira  in  the  Western 
Algarve  on  6th  May  1987  (first  was  in  north 
in  1928). 

Collared  Prat  in  cole  Glareola  prat  incola 
DENMARK  Seventh  record:  Vejlerne  during 
fit h-2 1st  June  1987,  and  possibly  same  indi- 
vidual at  Skallingen  on  23rd  June  1987. 
SWEDEN  Tenth  record:  Halmstad  on  24th 
June  1987. 

Black-winged  Pratincole  Glareola  nordmarmi 
DENMARK  Fourth  record:  Vejlerne  during 
20th-27th  June  1987.  France  Eighth  record: 
one  in  colony  of  Collared  Pratincoles  G. 
pratincola  in  Camargue  during  31st  May  to 
14th  June  1987*.  SWEDEN  Eleventh  record: 
Hornborgasjon  on  20th  June  1987. 

Killdeer  Charadrius  vociferus  Hungary  First 
record:  near  Almasfuzito  on  several  dates 
between  1st  November  and  30th  December 
1986.  ROMANIA  First  record:  Sacalin  Island 
in  Danube  Delta  on  8th  September  1985. 

Greater  Sand  Plover  Charadrius  leschenaultii 
SPAIN  Correction:  record  on  29th  September 
1985  (Brit.  Birds  80:  1 1)  now  rejected. 

Caspian  Plover  Charadrius  asiaticus  CYPRUS 
Second  record:  headland  north  of  Paphos 
Harbour  during  1 5th- 1 6th  April  1987*  and 
again  at  Asprokremmos  Dam  on  20th  April 
1987*  (first  was  in  August  1984.  Brit.  Birds 
80:  11). 

American  Golden  Plover  Pluvialis  dominica 
FRANCE  Fourth  record:  adult  in  summer 
plumage  during  5th- 1 2th  July  1987*.  Nor- 
way First  record:  male  at  Rogaland  on  19th 
June  1985.  SWEDEN  Sixth  to  ninth  records: 


Morups  Tange  on  17th  June  1987*  and 
19th-22nd  July  1987*.  two  at  Getteron  on 
22nd  July  1987*.  and  one  on  23rd-24th  July 
1987*. 

Pacific  Golden  Plover  Pluvialis  fulva  poi  and 
Fourth  record:  Turawa  Reservoir  near 
Opole  on  9th  October  1986.  Sweden  Third 
and  fourth  records:  Ottenby  on  15th  May 
1987,  and  Bliisinge  on  3rd  August  1987. 

American/Pacific  Golden  Plover  Pluvialis 
dominica/ P.  fulva  FINLAND  Correction:  record 
in  July  1984  (Brit.  Birds  77:  588;  80:  324)  has 
not  yet  been  accepted;  accepted  records  of 
Pacific  Golden  Plover  number  six  (not  ten), 
others  being  assigned  to  P.  dominica/P.  fulva. 

White-rumped  Sandpiper  Calidris  Juscicollis 
Sweden  Fourth  record:  Halmstad  on  12th- 
13th  July  1987  (third  was  in  June  1983,  Brit. 
Birds'll:  588). 

Pectoral  Sandpiper  Calidris  melanotos  DEN- 
MARK Eighth  record:  Olsemagle  Revle  dur- 
ing 22nd  July  to  2nd  August  1987. 

Purple  Sandpiper  Calidris  maritime! 
MOROCCO  Sixth  record:  two  at  Ceuta  on 
24th  December  1986. 

Broad-billed  Sandpiper  l.imicola  falcinellus 
DENMARK  Highest  numbers  in  recent  years: 
many  in  July-August  1987  (e.g.  16  at  0lse- 
magle  Revle,  18  at  Saltbaeking  and  11  at 
Tippeme). 

Buff-breasted  Sandpiper  Trvngites  subnificol- 
lis  ITALY  Eighth  and  ninth  records:  Sicily  on 
19th  August  1985  and  13th  October  1985. 

Snipe  Gallinago  gallinago  ITALY  Third  breed- 
ing record:  near  Alessandria,  Piemont,  in 
1986. 

Pintail  Snipe  Gallinago  stenura  ISRAEL  First 
record:  trapped  at  Eilat  during  November 
1984.  (This  species  has  not  previously  been 
mentioned  in  a ‘European  news’  summary.) 

Long-billed  Dowitcher  Limnodromus  scolopa- 
ceus  ITALY  Third  record:  near  Grosseto, 
Tuscany,  on  26th  September  1985. 

Dowitcher  Limnodromus  POLAND  Second  re- 
cord: Stonsk  Reservoir  on  3rd  September 
1986. 
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Marsh  Sandpiper  Tringa  stagnatilis  DENMARK 
Ninth  record:  Alro  on  20th  July  1987. 
FINLAND  Sixth  breeding  record:  pair  with 
fledglings  in  central  Finland  in  1987.  (These 
reports  are  further  evidence  of  range  expan- 
sion and  increasing  vagrancy  by  this  species, 
cf.  Brit.  Birds  80:  11.) 

Solitary  Sandpiper  Tringa  solitaria  SWEDEN 
First  record:  Gardby,  Oland,  on  27th  May 
1987. 

Green  Sandpiper  Tringa  ochropus  CZECHO- 
SLOVAKIA Increasingly  frequent  breeding: 
1935,  1938,  1942,  1972,  1978  and,  now,  every 
year  1981-86. 

Wood  Sandpiper  Tringa  glareola  CZECHOSLO- 
VAKIA Deletion:  recent  entry  (Brit.  Birds  80: 
325)  referred  to  Green  Sandpiper  T.  ochro- 
pus). 

Terek  Sandpiper  Xenus  cinereus  DENMARK 
Tenth  record:  Aflandshage  on  10th- 11th 
July  1987  and  probably  same  individual  at 
01semagle  Revle  on  1 2t h July  1987.  LATVIAN 
ssr  First  confirmed  breeding:  eggs  hatched 
successfully  in  area  where  breeding  has 
probably  occurred  since  1980. 

Wilson’s  Phalarope  Phalaropus  tricolor 
Denmark  Fifth  record:  Vejleme  on  7th-8th 
June  1987.  MOROCCO  Fourth  record:  Oued 
Faaguig  on  4lh  May  1987.  SWEDEN  Third 
record:  Umea  on  16th  May  1987. 

Pomarine  Skua  Stercorarius  pomarinus  NOR- 
WAY Large  invasion:  many  during  October- 
November  1985  (e.g.  55  at  0rland  on  28th 
October  1985)  (cf.  high  numbers  in 
Denmark,  Finland,  the  Netherlands  and 
Sweden,  Brit.  Birds  79:  288,  and  in  Britain 
and  Ireland,  Brit.  Birds  80:  404-421). 

Great  Black-headed  Gull  Lams  ichthyaetus 
CYPRUS  Increased  vagrancy:  possibly  five  in 
Akrotiri  Salt-lake/Phasouri  Reed-bed  area 
during  March  1987  (previously  only  three 
records  during  past  29  years,  but  two  since 
1983)  (cf.  recent  records  in  Greece  and 
Spain,  Brit.  Birds  79:  288;  80:  325). 

Laughing  Gull  Lams  atricilla  SPAIN  Second 
and  third  records:  second-winters  at  Ponte- 
vedra  on  20th  February  1980,  and  at  Ebro 
Delta  on  28th  August  1986*. 

Franklin’s  Gull  Icarus  pipixcan  FRANCE  Dele- 
tion: fifth  record  (Bril.  Birds  80:  325)  not 
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accepted.  NORWAY  Fourth  record:  adult 
male  at  Molen,  Vestfold,  on  12th  November 
1985  (third  was  in  November  1980,  Brit.  Birds 
76:  568).  SWEDEN  Fifth  and  sixth  records: 
Grasgard,  Oland,  during  19th-25th  April 
1987,  and  Umea  on  17th  May  1987  (fourth 
was  in  June  1985). 

Little  Gull  learns  minutus  GIBRALTAR  Highest- 
ever  count:  220  flying  east  on  24th  January 
1987. 

Sabine’s  Gull  Larus  sabini  MOROCCO  Largest- 
ever  flock:  17  together  at  Ceuta  on  10th 
January  1985  is  seventeenth  record  for 
Morocco  and  third  for  Strait  of  Gibraltar  (cf. 
recent  correspondence  concerning  records 
in  Britain  and  Ireland  in  winter,  Brit.  Birds 
80:  75-77,  332-333). 

Bonaparte’s  Gull  Lams  Philadelphia  SPAIN 
First  and  second  records:  first-winter  at 
Corme,  La  Coruna,  on  1st  November  1982, 
and  adult  at  Laxe,  La  Coruna,  on  8th 
February  1986*. 

Audouin’s  Gull  Larus  audouinii  CYPRUS  First 
confirmed  breeding  since  1974:  36  adults 
and  15  nests  with  eggs  or  chicks  on  Klidhes 
Islands  on  24th  May  1987.  SPAIN  Record 
numbers  at  Chafarinas  Islands  colony:  fol- 
lowing culling  of  Herring  Gulls  Lams  argenta- 
tus,  2,845  nests  counted  and  1,000  young 
fledged  in  1987. 

Ring-billed  Gull  L ams  delawarensis  SPAIN 
Fifth  record:  adult  in  Malaga  on  1 8th- 1 9t h 
January  1986*.  SWEDEN  Third  record:  Sten- 
asa,  Oland,  on  20th-2 1st  July  1987. 

Iceland  Gull  Larus  glaucoides  ITALY  Third 
record:  Comacchio  valley  during  8th- 12th 
February  1986.  MOROCCO  Third  record: 
first-year  at  Ceuta  on  16th  January  1987  (cf. 
first  record  for  Gibraltar  on  14th- 15th  Janu- 
ary 1987,  Brit.  Birds  80:  325). 

Glaucous  Gull  Lams  hyperboreus  MOROCCO 
Sixth  and  seventh  records:  first-winter  at 
Sale  on  7th  March  1987  and  second-winter 
at  Larache  on  28th  March  1987  (fifth  was  in 
April  1986,  Brit.  Birds  80:  326).  SWEDEN 
Highest-ever  annual  total:  85  in  1986  (fol- 
lowing on  record  numbers  in  1983,  1984  and 
1985,  /frit.  Birds  79:  288;  80:  326). 

Ivory  Gull  Bagophila  ebumea  NETHERLANDS 
First  record:  Schiermonnikoog  on  9th  Feb- 
ruary 1987. 
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Sandwich  Tern  Sterna  sandvicensis  HUNGARY 
Fourth  and  Fifth  records:  adults  at  Feher- 
gyarmat  on  29th  June  1986,  and  Balaton- 
boglar  on  7th  August  1986. 

Roseate  Tern  Sterna  dougallii  ( : \\  \ry  islands 
First  breeding  record:  pair  on  El  Hierro  in 
1987.  NORWAY  Second  record:  adult  in  Roga- 
land  during  1 1 th- 1 2th  July  1985  (first  was  in 

1984,  Brit.  Birds  80:  12). 

Common  Tern  Sterna  hirundo  ITALY  Popula- 
tion increase:  numbers  up  on  1986,  with  20 
colonies  totalling  1,820  pairs  in  Commac- 
chio  valley  in  1987. 

Forster’s  Tern  Sterna  for steri  NETHERLANDS 
First  record:  adult  at  Ritthem  on  lst-2nd 
November  1986.  (This  species  has  not  pre- 
viously been  mentioned  in  a ‘European 
news’  summary.) 

Bridled  Tern  Sterna  anaethetus  DKNMARK  First 
record:  Koge  Havra  during  16th-22nd  July 
1987. 

Sooty  Tern  Sterna  fuscata  FRANCE  Tenth 
record:  adult  in  colony  of  Sandwich  Terns  .9. 
sandvicensis  at  Arcachon  in  Gironde  during 
2nd  May  to  18th  June  1987.  spun  Fourth 
record:  immature  in  I, a Coruna  on  20t h-2 1st 
June  1982*. 

Whiskered  Tern  Chlidonias  hxbridus  Norway 
Second  record:  adult  at  Molen,  Vestfold,  on 
16th  May  1985  (first  was  in  June  1980,  Brit. 
Birds  75:  27). 

Guillemot  Uria  aalge  NORWAY  Approaching 
extinction:  colony  at  Hjelmsoystauran, 
Finnmark,  down  from  1 10,000  pairs  in  1964 
to  12,000  in  1985  and  2,000  pairs  in  1987. 

Little  Auk  A/le  alle  DENMARK  High  numbers: 
for  third  successive  year;  large  numbers, 
based  on  counts  from  ships,  200.000- 
300,000  estimated  in  Skagerrak  in  January 
1987. 

Rufous  Turtle  Dove  Streptopelia  orient alis 
HUNGARY  First  record:  juvenile  at  Szeged  on 
18th  December  1985. 

Laughing  Dove  Streptopelia  senegalensts  ITALY 
Second  record:  Sicily  on  17th  November 

1985.  MOROCCO  Fourth  and  fifth  records: 
Meknes  on  2nd  April  1987.  and  Ouarzazate 
on  24th  April  1987. 


Eagle  Owl  Bubo  bubo  GERMAN  DEMOCRATIC: 
REPUBLIC  Population  estimate:  about  60 
pairs  in  1985. 

Snowy  Owl  Nyctea  scandiaca  FINLAND  Breed- 
ing influx:  30  occupied  territories  in  Lap- 
land  in  1987  (previous  breeding  years  were 
1974  and  1932). 

Pygmy  Owl  Glaucidium  passerinum  GERMAN 
democratic  REPUBLIC:  Population  estimate: 
at  least  100  pairs  in  1985. 

Little  Owl  Athene  noctua  GERMAN  DEMOCRA- 
TIC republic:  Population  estimate:  about  150 
pairs  in  1985,  but  decreasing  in  north. 

Ural  Owl  Strix  uralensis  CZEC  HOSLOVAKIA 
First  breeding  in  Moravia:  breeding  in  pri- 
meval forest  in  Moravskoslezske  Beskydy 
Mountains  in  1983  (breeding  usually  con- 
fined to  eastern  Slovakia,  with  a few  obser- 
vations in  southern  Bohemia). 

Pallid  Swift  Apus  pallidas  swiT/.F.Rl  \ND  First 
record:  colony  discovered  at  Locarno  in 
1987  (cf.  northern  range  extension  in  Yugo- 
slavia, Brit.  Birds  80:  13). 

Alpine  Swift  Apus  melba  SWEDEN  Sixth  re- 
cord: Sundre,  Gotland,  on  18th  May  1987 
(fifth  was  in  June  1984.  Brit.  Birds  79:  289). 

White-breasted  Kingfisher  Halcyon  sniymen- 
sis  CYPRUS  Wintering:  nine  sightings  at 
Phasouri  Reservoir  between  25th  January 
and  1st  May  1987.  GREECE  Third  record: 
found  dead  in  garden  pond  on  Chios  on 
22nd  March  1987. 

Pied  Kingfisher  Ceryle  rudis  GREECE  Fifth 
record:  single  on  several  dates  in  port  of 
Chios  during  winter  1986/87.  (This  species 
has  not  previously  been  mentioned  in  a 
‘European  new's’  summary.) 

Green  Woodpecker  Pints  viridis  SPAIN  First 
known  breeding  at  Strait  of  Gibraltar:  two 
sites  found  in  May/June.  (This  species  has 
not  previously  been  mentioned  in  a ‘Euro- 
pean news’  summary.) 

Syrian  Woodpecker  Dendrocopos  syriacus 
POLAND  Range  extension:  widespread  in 
east  and  south  now  extended  north  to 
reach  Baltic  coast  around  Gdansk  Bay  in 
1986  (cf.  range  expansion  elsewhere.  Brit. 
Birds  77:  238)". 
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Calandra  Lark  Melanocotypha  calandra  Nor- 
way Seventh  record:  Utsira,  Rogaland,  on 
24th  May  1985. 

Short-toed  Lark  Calandrella  brachydactyla  PO- 
LAND Second  record:  Przegalina  near  Gdansk 
on  1st  November  1986. 

Oriental  Skylark  Alauda  gulgula  israf.i  In- 
creased occurrence:  seven  to  15  have 
wintered  at  Eilat  every  year  since  the 
first  record  in  1984.  (This  species  has  not 
previously  been  mentioned  in  a ‘European 
news’  summary.) 

Shore  Lark  Eremophila  alpestris  LUXEM- 
BOURG Eirst  record:  two  flocks  (one  of  18, 
one  of  25-30)  in  second  half  of  February 
1987. 

Red-rumped  Swallow  Hirundo  daurica 
I-RANCK  Spring  influx:  about  40  along  Medi- 
terranean coast  (including  Corsica)*  and  at 
least  seven  along  the  Atlantic  coast  between 
25th  April  and  17lh  May  1987*.  SPAIN  High 
numbers:  best  spring  for  many  years  at 
Strait  of  Gibraltar.  SWITZKRI.ANJ)  Tenth  re- 
cord: near  Ascona  on  23rd  May  1987  (ninth 
was  in  April  1986,  Bril.  Birds  80:  326). 

Richard’s  Pipit  Anthus  novaeseelandiae 
MOROCCO  Eighth  record:  two  near 

Taroudant  on  26th  March  1987  (seventh 
concerned  two  in  December  1984,  Brit.  Birds 
78:  643).  POLAND  Autumn  influx:  eight 
records  during  10th-26th  September  1986 
(total  is  now  22). 

Olive-backed  Pipit  Anthus  hodgsoni  POLAND 
First  spring  record:  Gdansk-Gorki  VVschod- 
nie  on  27th  April  1985  (also  two  in  autumn 
1986). 

Citrine  Wagtail  Molacilla  citreola  CYPRUS 
Vagrant:  male  at  Akrotiri  Salt-lake  on  27th 
April  1987*.  DENMARK  Fourth  and  fifth 
records:  male  for  several  weeks  in  Sondetjyl- 
land  during  summer  1987,  and  first-winter 
trapped  at  Chrislianso  on  8th-9th  August 
1987.  FINLAND  Fifth  record  of  hybrid  breed- 
ing: female  paired  with  Yellow  Wagtail  M. 
flava  in  May-June  1987,  but  nest  with  five 
eggs  destroyed  by  flooding*.  FRANCE  First 
record:  male  at  Leucate,  Aude,  during  6th- 
10th  April  1987*.  POLAND  High  annual  total: 
six  records  during  1986  (three  in  spring  and 
three  in  autumn)  take  total  to  18.  YUGOSLA- 
VIA First  record:  male  at  Secovlje  on  26th 
April  1987. 
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Grey  Hypocolius  Hypocolius  ampelinus  ISRAEL 
First  record:  adult  female  trapped  at  Eilat 
during  March  1987.  (This  species  has  not 
previously  been  mentioned  in  a ‘European 
news’  summary.) 

Black  Bush  Robin  Cercotrichas  podobe  ISRAEL 
About  tenth  record:  two  trapped  at  Eilat 
during  March-April  1987.  ('This  species  has 
not  previously  been  mentioned  in  a ‘Euro- 
pean news’  summary.) 

Red-flanked  Bluetail  Ta  rsiger  cyanurus 
SWEDEN  Ninth  record:  trapped  at  Svenska 
Hogama  on  27th  May  1987  (seventh  was  in 
September  1985  and  eighth  in  May  1986, 
Brit.  Birds  79:  290;  80:  13). 

White-throated  Robin  Irania  gutturalis 
FRANCE  First  record:  two  in  Camargue  on 
17th  April  1987*.  NETHERLANDS  First  record: 
Maasland  on  3rd-4th  November  1986.  (Cf. 
records  in  Norway  in  1981,  Sweden  in  1981 
and  1986,  and  Britain  in  1983,  Brit.  Birds  76: 
569;  77:  589;  80:  131.) 

Black-eared  Wheatear  Oenanthe  hispanica 
SWEDEN  Second  record:  Ronneby  on  6th 
June  1986. 

Fieldfare  Turdus  pilaris  DENMARK  Range  ex- 
pansion: spreading  from  northwest  to  south- 
east at  Bornholm  and  Zeeland  in  recent 
years  (cf.  range  expansion  elsewhere  in 
Europe,  Brit.  Birds  76:  275).  GIBRALTAR  Eirst 
and  second  records:  two  on  24lh  February 
1987  and  one  on  5th  March  1987.  MOROCCO 
Ninth  record:  El  Jadida  on  8th  February 
1987  (eighth  was  in  January  1984,  Brit.  Birds 
78:  643)'. 

Cetti’s  Warbler  Cettia  cetti  FRANCE  Popula- 
tion crash:  almost  disappeared  from  Camar- 
gue after  severe  1986/87  winter. 

Fan-tailed  Warbler  Cisticola  juncidis  FRANCE 
Population  crash:  almost  extinct  in  France 
after  severe  winter  1986/87  (following  huge 
decrease  in  winter  1984/85,  Brit.  Birds  78: 
643). 

Lanceolated  Warbler  Locustella  lanceolata 
FRANCE  Second  record:  found  dead  on  Oues- 
sant  on  11th  September  1986.  NORWAY 
Second  record:  juvenile  male  died  on  ship 
128  km  north  of  Bear  Island,  Arctic  Ocean, 
in  mid  September  1982. 

Savi’s  Warbler  I.ocustella  luscinioides  FINLAND 
Fifth  record:  singing  male  at  Virolahti  dur- 
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ing  30th  April  to  3rd  May  1980  (first  to 
fourth  records  were  in  1984  and  1985,  Brit. 
Birds  77:  590;  79:  290). 

Paddyfield  Warbler  Acrocephalus  agricola 
DENMARK  First  record:  trapped  at  Christ- 
ian.su  on  6th  September  1987.  I INI  and  Fifth 
and  sixth  records:  Lagskar  on  5th  June 
1987*  and  Riappaluoto  on  8th  June  1987* 
(all  four  previous  records  have  been  in 
summer,  during  1980-84,  Brit.  Birds  77:  590). 
NF.THRRI.ANDS  Fourth  record:  Vlieland  on 
26th  September  1986. 

Booted  Warbler  Hippolais  caligata  FINLAND 
Fourth  and  fifth  records:  singing  males  in 
Oulu  during  1 si  -Fit  h July  1987*  and  in 
Rautjarvi  at  end  June  1987*  (first  to  third 
records  also  concerned  singing  males,  in 
1981,  1984  and  1986,  Brit.  Birds  80:  14). 
NETHERLANDS  Second  record:  Almere  on 
11th  October  1986. 

Marmora’s  Warbler  Sylvia  sarda  FRANCE 
Second  mainland  record:  female  near  Nice 
on  31st  March  1987*.  (This  species  has  not 
previously  been  mentioned  in  a ‘F.uropean 
news’  summary.) 

Subalpine  Warbler  Sylvia  cantillans  denm  \rk 
Seventh  and  eighth  records:  male  trapped  at 
Klitmoller  on  29th  April  1987,  and  female 
trapped  at  Christianso  on  11th  June  1987. 
FINLAND  Tenth  record:  male  at  jurno  on  3rd 
June  1987  (ninth  was  in  May  1986,  Brit.  Birds 
80:  14).  SWEDEN  Fourteenth  and  fifteenth 
records:  singing  male  in  Olancl  during  7th- 
9th  May  1986,  and  single  at  Falsterbo  on 
18th  May  1986. 

Sardinian  Warbler  Sylvia  melanocephala  FIN- 
LAND First  record:  female  at  L'to  on  4th  May 
1986  (cf.  third  Swiss  record  in  March-April 
1986,  Brit.  Birds  80:  328). 

Desert  Warbler  Sylvia  nana  ISRAEL  Influx:  40 
between  Eilat  and  Yotvata  during  winter 
1986/87.  Sweden  Correction:  record  in  May- 
1982  (Brit.  Birds  75:  572;  80:  328)  is  accepted. 

Arctic  Warbler  Phylloscopus  borealis  poi  and 
First  record:  immature  caught  at  Chatupv 
on  Hel  Peninsula  on  1 1th  September  1986. 

Dusky  Warbler  PhyUoscopus  Jiiscatus  NETHER- 
LANDS Third  and  fourth  records:  Vlieland 
during  5th-9th  October  1986,  and  at 
Bloemendaal  on  9th  November  1986 
(second  was  in  1985,  Brit.  Birds  79:  290). 


Bonelli’s  Warbler  Phylloscopus  bonelli  DEN- 
MARK Sixth  record:  trapped  at  Christianso 
on  24th  August  1987. 

Bearded  Tit  Panurus  biarmicus  MOROCCO 
Second  record:  female  at  mouth  of  River 
Massa  on  8th  April  1987*. 

Nuthatch  Sitta  europaea  SPAIN  First  known 
breeding  at  Strait  of  Gibraltar:  sites  found  in 
two  areas  in  April/May. 

Alpine  Chough  Pynhocorax  graculus  cypres 
First  record:  two  in  Kyrenia  Mountains  on 
11th  April  1987*.  GIBRALTAR  Second  and 
third  records:  one  flying  south  on  15th  April 
1987*,  and  seven  living  north  on  28th  April 
1987*. 

Daurian  Starling  Sturnus  stuminus  NORWAY 
First  record:  juvenile  male  shot  at  l.illestrom 
near  Oslo  on  29th  September  1985  (cf. 
record  on  Fair  Isle,  Shetland,  in  May  1985*, 
Brit.  Birds  78:  416). 

Spanish  Sparrow  Passer  hispaniolensis  ER.ANt  t 
Second  mainland  record:  Cainargue  during 
mid  June  1987*. 

Tree  Sparrow  Passer  montanus  GIBRALTAR 
Eighth  record:  22nd  February  1987. 

Red-fronted  Serin  Serinus  pusillus  GREECE 
Second  record:  several  flocks  of  five  to  ten 
individuals  on  Chios  during  January  and 
February  1987.  (This  species  has  not  pre- 
viously been  mentioned  in  a 'European 
news’  summary.) 

Redpoll  Carduelis  flammea  DENMARK  Large 
spring  numbers:  following  influx  in  autumn 
1986.  3, 1(H)  migrating  at  Gilleleje  on  11th 
March  1987.  I.L’XEMBOL’RG  Winter  influx: 
large  flocks  from  mid  November  1986,  with 
several  hundred  moving  west  on  15th  and 
flocks  of  up  to  30  to  mid  January  1987. 

Arctic  Redpoll  Carduelis  homemanni  FRANCE 
Fourth  and  fifth  twentieth-century  records: 
on  Ouessant  during  26th-28th  October  1985 
and  19th-21st  October  1986. 

Two-barred  Crossbill  I.o \ ia  leucoplera  Fin- 
land Widespread  breeding:  'good  numbers’ 
holding  territory  in  spring  and  'hundreds  of 
fledglings  flocking  in  summer’  in  east  and 
north  in  1987. 
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Crossbill  Loxia  curvirostra  NORWAY  Influx: 
many  in  east  during  June-July  1987. 


Trumpeter  Finch  Bucanetes  githagineus  SPAIN 
Possible  range  expansion:  adult  male  trap- 
ped at  Malaga  on  21st  February  1984  (200 
km  west  of  breeding  area  in  Almeria),  and 
male  and  two  females  at  Sierra  de  Cartagena 
on  2nd  February  1986  (130  km  east  of 
breeding  area). 

Scarlet  Rosefinch  Carpodacus  erythrinus  DEN- 
MARK Highest-ever  spring  numbers:  many 
(e.g.  122  passed  through  Skagen  in  one  hour 
on  24th  May  1987).  GREECE  First  record: 
several  on  Chios  during  October  1986  to 
March  1987. 

Bullfinch  Pyrrhula  pyrrhula  DENMARK  High 
spring  numbers:  349  ringed  at  Christianso 
in  1987,  compared  with  12-30  in  previous 
springs;  best  day  was  8th  April  1987,  with 
213  ringed  and  total  of  400-500  roosting. 

Snow  Bunting  Plectrophenax  nivalis  LUXEM- 
BOURG Third  record:  single  on  26th  January. 

Black-faced  Bunting  Emberiza  spodocephala 
NF.THF.RI.ANDS  First  record:  first-year  male 
trapped  at  Westenschouwen  on  16th 
November  1986  (the  first  reported  in  ‘Euro- 
pean news’  since  those  on  Heligoland,  ERG, 
in  May  1980,  and  in  Finland  in  November 
1981,  Bril.  Birds  75:  271;  77:  591). 

Pine  Bunting  Emberiza  leucocepha/os  GIBRAL- 
TAR First  record:  male  and  female  on  2nd 
May  1987,  following  strong  easterly  winds. 

Rock  Bunting  Emberiza  cia  Poland  Fourth 


6 & 7.  Male  Siberian  Meadow  Bunting 
Emberiza  cioides , Finland,  May  1987  (Ari 
Rivasto) 


record:  male  at  Nowa  Morawa  in  Sudety 
Mountains  on  9th  August  1986  (third  was  in 
April  1985,  Brit.  Birds  79:  292). 

Siberian  Meadow  Bunting  Emberiza  cioides 
FINLAND  First  record:  singing  male  trapped 
at  Uto  during  20th-27th  Mav  1987  (plates 
6 & 7). 

Little  Bunting  Emberiza  pusilla  FINLAND 
Largest-ever  breeding  numbers:  ‘hundreds 
of  pairs’  in  north  in  1987. 

Black-headed  Bunting  Emberiza  melanocepha- 
la  DENMARK  Fourth  record:  Skagen  on  22nd 
May  1987  (cf.  Swedish  and  Finnish  records, 
mostly  in  May,  in  recent  years,  Brit.  Birds  77: 
591;  78:  345). 

Indigo  Bunting  Passerina  cyanea  DENMARK 
First  record:  second-year  male  trapped  at 
Christianso  on  5th  August  1987  (origin 
questioned). 


Correspondents 

CANARY  islands  Dr  Aurelio  Martin  & Keith  Fmmerson,  Deparlamento  de  Biologia  Animal 
(Zoologia),  Universidad  de  la  Laguna,  38206  La  Laguna,  Tenerife 
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CYPRUS  C.  J.  E.  Bennett,  The  Cyprus  Ornithological  Society  1957,  PO  Box  4319,  Nicosia 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA  Dr  Karel  Siaslny,  Institute  of  Applied  Ecology  and  Ecotechnology, 
Agriculture  University  in  Prague,  281  63  Kostelec  n.C.lesy 
DENMARK  Ears  Norgaard  Andersen  & Henrik  Hissing,  Rapportgruppen,  Danish  Ornithologi- 
cal Society,  Vesterbrogade  140,  DK-1620  Kobenhavn  V 
FINLAND  Martti  Hario,  The  Finnish  Ornithological  Society,  P.  Rautatiekatu  13,  SF-00100 
Helsinki  10 

FRANCE  Dr  Philippe  J.  Dubois,  Ee  Cabestan,  73  avenue  Robespierre,  17000  Ea  Rochelle 
GERMAN  DEMOCRATIC  REPUBLIC  Dr  VV.  Eichstadt,  Nr.  12,  Einken,  DDR  2101 
GIBRALTAR  Steve  Holliday,  Strait  of  Gibraltar  Bird  Observatory,  c/o  GONHS,  The  Gibraltar 
Museum,  18-20  Bomb  House  Eane 
GREECE  George  E Handrinos,  50  El  Venizelou  Str.,  166  75  Glyfada 

HUNGARY  Dr  Gabor  Magyar  & Zoltan  Waliczky,  Magyar  Madartani  Egyesulet,  1121 
Budapest,  XII  Kollo  u.  21 

ISRAEL  Hadoram  Shirihai,  Ehud  Dovrat  & Merav  Gelert,  International  Birdwatching  Center, 
POB  774,  Eilat 

ITALY  Marco  Guslin,  Stazione  Romana  per  E'Osservazione  e la  Protezione  degli  Uccelli,  c/o 
Oasi  Naturale  WYVE,  Bosco  di  Palo,  Eaziale  2,  00055  Eadispoli  (Rome) 

LATVIAN  ssr  Dr  Janis  Baumanis,  Eaboratory  of  Ornithology,  Miera  3,  Salaspils 
LUXEMBOURG,  GRAND  DUCHY  OF  David  Growther,  18  rue  des  Eglantiers,  I.-8227  Mamer 
MALTA  Joe  Sultana  & Charles  Gauci,  1'he  Ornithological  Society,  PO  Box  448,  Valletta 
MOROCCO  Michel  Ehevenot,  Gentrale  Ornithologique  Moracaine,  Departement  de  Zoologie 
et  Ecologie  Animale,  Institut  Scientifique,  BP  703  Rabat-Agdal 
NETHERLANDS  Edward  van  IJzendoorn,  Derde  Schinkelstraat  45,  1075  TK  Amsterdam 
Norway  Geoffrey  Acklam,  Nordliveien  18,  1320Stabekk 

POLAND  Dr  Tadeusz  Stawarczyk,  Wroc+aw  University,  Museum  of  Natural  History, 
Sienkiewicza  21,  50-335  Wroctaw 

PORTUGAL  Dr  Antonio  I'eixeira,  CEMPA,  Servi^o  Nacional  de  Parques,  Reservas  e 
Conservagao  da  Natureza,  Rua  da  Eapa  73,  1200  Eisboa 
ROMANIA  Dr  Victor  Ciochia,  str.  Pavilioanele  CFR,  No.  30,  RO-2200  Brasov 
SPAIN  Dr  Eduardo  de  Juana  A.,  Catedra  de  Zoologia  (Vertebrados),  Facultad  de  Biologia  pi. 

9a,  Universidad  Complutense,  28040  Madrid 
SWEDEN  Erik  Hirschfeld,  S.  Forstadsg.  62,  S-21  I 43  Malmo 

swri7.ERI.AND  Dr  Niklaus  Zbinden,  Schweizerische  Vogel  wart  e,  CH-6204  Sempach 
YUGOSLAVIA  Iztok  Geister,  64202  Naklo,  Pokopaliska  pot  13 

No  information  was  received  from  Albania,  Austria,  Belgium.  Bulgaria,  the  Estonian  SSR, 
the  Faroe  Islands,  the  Federal  Republic  of  Germany,  or  Iceland. 


Mystery  photographs 

m Gull-watching  has  been  one  of  the  growth  areas  of  recent  years 
(though  there  remain  intriguing  regional  variations  in  the 
enthusiasm  with  which  it  is  pursued).  Among  the  target  species  in  winter, 
both  along  the  coast  and  at  inland  reservoirs  and  refuse  tips,  are  two  so- 
called  ‘white-winged’  gulls  from  the  Arctic:  Glaucous  Gull  Larus  hyperboreus 
and  Iceland  Gull  L.  glaucoides.  The  appearance  of  the  mystery  gull  instantly 
suggests  one  of  this  pair  of  very  similarly  plumaged  species.  When  dealing 
with  ‘white-winged’  gulls,  however,  three  points  should  always  be  borne  in 
mind:  first,  at  a certain  stage  in  the  wing-moult  when  the  outer  primaries 
are  growing,  Herring  Gulls  L.  argentatus  (particularly  of  the  rather  darker 
mantled  Scandinavian  race  argentatus)  may  show  very  little  black  in  the 
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wingtip;  secondly,  albinistic  and  leucistic  Herring  Gulls  (and  even 
Common  Gulls  L.  cams)  are  not  infrequently  misidentified  as  Glaucous  or 
Iceland;  thirdly,  hybrids  between  Glaucous  Gull  and  Herring  Gull,  almost 
certainly  from  Iceland,  occur  quite  regularly  in  Britain.  Avoidance  of  these 
pitfalls  depends  upon  a thorough  examination  of  plumage  (including 
shade  of  upperparts  as  well  as  the  patterns  of  the  flight  feathers),  bare- 
parts  coloration  (including  consideration  of  whether  bill  pattern  matches 
the  apparent  age  of  the  individual),  and  size  and  structure.  The  last  is  also 
the  key  to  distinguishing  between  genuine  Glaucous  and  Iceland,  though 
in  first-years  and  second-years  the  bill  pattern  also  provides  important 
clues  (put  simplistically,  the  bill  of  Iceland  has,  age  for  age,  a much  more 
extensive  dark  tip  and  generally  a duller  base). 

The  mystery  gull  is  firmly  anchored  to  its  perch,  but,  even  at  rest,  the 
general  pallor  of  its  plumage  and  the  prominent  clear  whitish  wedge 
formed  by  the  folded  primaries  indicate  a plumage  totally  compatible  with 
both  Glaucous  and  Iceland.  What  structural  clues  are  there?  Even 
allowing  for  perspective  and  ‘size-illusion’,  comparison  suggests  that  the 
mystery  gull  is  less  bulky  and  more  finely  proportioned  than  the  partly 
obscured  Herring  Gull  to  the  rear.  The  head  lacks  angularity,  with  an  even 
curve  from  the  forehead  to  the  nape,  while  the  bill  is  of  unexceptional 
length  (a  little  less  than  half  the  head  length)  and  has  neither  a 
pronounced  hooked  tip  nor  a prominent  gonys.  In  conjunction  with  the 
rounded  eye  and  lack  of  eyebrow  furrow,  this  produces  a decidedly  gentle, 
unassuming  demeanour.  The  wing-point  is  manifestly  long,  and  extends 
beyond  the  tip  of  the  tail  by  an  amount  exceeding  the  length  of  the  bill. 
These  well-developed  characters  leave  no  doubt  that  the  mystery  bird  is 
an  Iceland  Gull;  it  was  photographed  by  Arnoud  B.  van  den  Berg  in  the 
Netherlands  in  May  1983. 

Glaucous  Gull,  by  comparison,  is  one  of  the  most  robust  gulls,  typically 
between  a large  Herring  Gull  and  a Great  Black-back  L.  marinus  in  size, 
and  exhibiting  a rather  angular  head,  powerful  bill,  relatively  short  wing- 
point  (typically  extending  beyond  the  tail  by  an  amount  less  than  the  bill 
length)  and  generally  aggressive  demeanour.  As  with  most  of  the  larger 
species  of  gull,  there  is  considerable  size  variation  between  individuals 
and  not  all  Glaucous  conform  to  this  image.  During  the  early  to  mid 
winter  period,  first-winter  individuals  tend  to  have  a longer  primary 
projection  than  older  ones,  and  the  occasional  less  robust  Glaucous  may 
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at  first  (or  second)  glance  be  little  different  from  a larger  example  of 
Iceland  Gull;  in  such  cases  bill  size  and  shape  provides  the  best  character. 

What  age  is  this  Iceland  Gull?  It  has  a pale  iris  and  some  pale  grey 
above,  so  is  at  least  a second-year.  Black-and-white  reproduction  denies 
information  on  the  genuine  extent  or  intensity  of  white,  buff  and  grey,  but 
the  plumage  appears  generally  off-white  and  the  mantle  and  scapulars 
suffused  with  pale  grey;  the  coverts  appear  to  lack  grey,  however,  and  are 
weakly  and  diffusely  mottled.  These  characters  and  the  complete  dark  tip 
to  the  bill  (with  no  pale  nail)  indicate  that  this  is  a second-summer 
individual.  A third-year  would  look  more  adult-like,  with  some  grey  on  the 
wings  and  more  advanced  bill  colour.  A . R . I)  k a n 


9.  Mystery  photograph  128.  Identify  the  species.  Answer  next  month. 


PhotoSpot 


24.  Parrot  Crossbill 

A bird  of  the  Northwest  Palearctic,  the  Parrot  Crossbill  Loxia  pytyopsittacus 
breeds  regularly,  but  relatively  sparsely,  from  Scandinavia  eastwards  to 
Northern  Russia,  and  sporadically  south  to  Poland  and  the  German 
Democratic  Republic.  As  a specialist  feeder,  the  highest  densities  tend  to 
occur  in  areas  where  there  is  a good  crop  of  pine  seeds,  their  preferred  food. 
Since  the  fruiting  of  pines  Pinus  is  generally  more  reliable  than,  for  example, 
the  spruces  Picea  favoured  by  Crossbills  L.  curvirostra , Parrot  Crossbills  are 
rather  more  sedentary,  and  only  erratically  eruptive. 


10.  Male  Parrot  Crossbill  Loxia  pytyopsittacus,  Norfolk,  April  1985  (D.  M.  Cottridge) 


1 he  Parrot  Crossbill  is  a scarce  vagrant  to  Britain,  with  227  accepted 
records  to  date,  chiefly  as  a result  of  major  influxes  in  1962/63  and  1982/83, 
when  at  least  189  individuals  were  recorded.  The  occurrence  of  Parrot 
C rossbills  in  Britain  was  discussed  recentlv  bv  Catlev  & Hursthouse  (Brit. 
Birds  78:  482-505). 

following  the  1982/83  invasion,  two  pairs  attempted  to  breed  in 
Northern  England  in  1983.  The  following  year,  a pair  bred  successfully  at 
Hoik  ham  Meals  in  Norfolk,  and  probably  also  in  Suffolk.  Having  missed 
the  opportunity  to  photograph  the  Norfolk  birds  in  1984,  DMC  was 
grateful  to  be  given  a second  chance  when  Parrot  Crossbills  returned  to  the 
same  spot  to  breed  again  in  1985. 
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11.  Female  Parrot  Crossbill  Loxia pytyopsittacus,  Norfolk,  April  1985  (I).  M.  Cottridge ) 


12.  Juvenile  Parrot  Crossbill  Loxia pvtyopsittacus,  Norfolk.  April  1985  ( D . M.  Coltridge) 


[The  inclusion  of  plates  10-12  in  colour  has  been  subsidised  by  ZEISS  West  Germany] 
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PhotoSpot 


The  field  identification  of  Parrot  Crossbills  is  often  difficult,  but  plates 
12-13  clearly  show  several  points:  (1)  the  bulk)'  and  robust  build,  which 
on  measurements  averages  larger  and  heavier*  than  Crossbill;  (2)  the 
flattened  forehead  and  crown,  which  may  appear  to  run  almost  in  a line 
with  the  massive  bill;  (3)  the  duller,  rather  greyish  plumage  tone  of  head, 
neck,  nape  and  mantle;  and  (4)  the  pale  ivory  cutting  edges  of  both 
mandibles  (particularly  noticeable  on  the  juvenile,  plate  12).  More 
especially,  they  give  an  excellent  impression  of  the  size  and  structure  ol  the 
species’  bill,  which  to  date  remains  the  most  useful  single  identification 
feature.  David  Cottridge  and  Chris  Kightley 


Woodpigeons  nesting  on  sea  cliffs  and  inside  buildings  \V oodpigeons 
Columba  palurnbus  usually  nest  on  trees,  in  bushes,  hedges,  thickets  or  among 
creepers,  and  occasionally  on  the  ground  or  on  ledges  of  buildings  (. BWP 
vol.  4).  An  exceptional  nest  site  was  on  an  offshore  lighthouse  in  Buchan, 
east  Aberdeenshire,  Grampian  {Brit.  Birds  64;  194-195).  1 have  since 
located  three  further  atypical  nesting  sites  in  Buchan.  On  30th  June  1979, 
I flushed  an  adult  Woodpigeon  from  a sea  cliff  near  Whinnyfold  and,  on 
investigation,  found  a nest  containing  two  warm  eggs;  this  was  situated  on  a 
small  ledge  about  two-thirds  the  way  up  the  25-m  cliff.  Many  Kittiwakes 
Rissa  tridactyla  and  Guillemots  Uria  aalge  were  nesting  on  the  cliff  and  there 
were  also  a few  scattered  pairs  of  Fulmars  Fulmarus  glacialis.  one  of  which 
was  incubating  an  egg  about  0.5m  below  the  Woodpigeon’s  nest.  On  30th 
June  1980,  a fresh  nest  with  a few  flecks  of  down  was  found  on  the  same 
ledge.  The  site  was  not  visited  in  1981  or  1982,  but  on  7th  July  1983,  on  the 
same  ledge,  I found  a nest  containing  two  young  Woodpigeons  about  14 
days  old;  on  the  same  day,  about  0.5km  away,  an  adult  Woodpigeon  was 
flushed  from  a cliff,  but  the  site  was  inaccessible. 

Two  other  nests  were  inside  buildings  on  derelict  farms.  On  2nd  July 
1985,  near  Ellon,  I disturbed  a Woodpigeon  from  within  a steading  and 
found  a nest  containing  two  well-grown  young,  about  4m  above  the  ground 
on  a plank  of  wood  lying  across  the  rafters;  on  10th  July,  both  young  were 
fledged  and  still  in  the  steading.  On  8th  August  1985,  near  Peterhead,  1 
found  a nest  containing  one  warm  egg  about  5m  up  on  a ledge  on  a gable 
wall  inside  a barn;  on  27th  August,  it  contained  one  dead  young  Wood- 
pigeon about  one-quarter  grown.  Both  buildings  had  large,  permanently 
open  doors  near  the  nests. 

The  nearest  normal  sites  (e.g.  trees,  etc.)  to  the  Whinnyfold  nest  were 
0.8km  away,  from  the  Ellon  nest  1 km,  and  from  the  Peterhead  nest  0.3  km. 


Notes 


Notes 
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In  Buchan,  intensive  agriculture  over  huge  areas  has  resulted  in  localised 
scarcity  ot  trees  and  hushes.  1 Ins,  combined  with  the  ric  h feeding  available, 
was  the  likely  reason  for  these  atypical  nesting  sites  being  used.  It  is  perhaps 
of  interest  that  Collared  Doves  Streptopelia  decaocto  have  recently  been  noted 
nesting  successfully  inside  a barn  (Brit.  Birds  78:  664). 

Graham  \V.  Rebecca 
31  Rainnieshill  Gardens,  Newmachar,  Grampian  AB50JZ 

Pallid  Swifts  nesting  in  palms  The  nesting  of  Pallid  Swifts  Apus  pallidus 
in  palms  (Brit.  Birds  77:  568)  is  not  unknown  in  southern  Spain.  Since  1981, 
one  or  two  pairs  have  nested,  or  attempted  to  nest,  in  a date  palm  Phoenix 
dactylifera  outside  my  home  in  Torremolinos;  and  in  the  centre  of  Malaga, 
which  holds  a high  population  of  this  species,  I have  regularly  seen  them 
flying  up  and  into  palms  in  a manner  suggesting  attempted  breeding.  My 
casual  observations  from  Torremolinos  indicate  that  the  swifts  may  be 
inhibited  from  using  palms  more  extensively  by  the  intense  competition 
from  House  Sparrows  Passer  domesticus  for  the  same  sites.  It  also  seems 
possible  that  they  will  resort  to  palms  when  there  is  a lac  k of  suitable  sites 
either  on  the  fringes  of  a large  breeding  population  or  within  the  centre  of  a 
large  population:  the  Torremolinos  swifts  would  fall  into  the  first  category 
and  the  Malaga  ones  into  the  second.  Andrew  M.  Paterson 

Edipcio  San  Gabriel  2-J° -A.  c/  Escritor  Adolfo  Reyes, 
29620  Torremolinos  (Malaga),  Spain 

Pallid  Swifts  nesting  in  palms  Nesting  in  palm  trees  is  vers  probable 
regular  behaviour  for  Pallid  Swifts  in  the  avenues  of  Casablanca.  Morocco. 
On  5th  June  1979  and  on  10th  June  1984,  as  I drove  slowly  around  in  the 
centre  of  this  town,  l observed,  on  several  avenues,  nests  of  Pallid  Swifts 
4-5 m above  the  ground  in  palms,  just  above  the  leaf-line.  Throughout  my 
observations  (a  few  minutes),  adults  continuously  left  and  returned  to  the 
nests.  In  Morocco,  Pallid  Swifts  are  common  and  regular  nesters  in 
cornices  of  buildings.  Furthermore,  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  Swifts  A. 
apus  are  fairly  rare  breeders  in  most  towns  in  the  country.  This  is  especially 
true  in  Casablanca  and  in  Rabat,  the  largest  city  in  the  vicinity  of 
Casablanca,  where  they  thus  cannot  compete  with  Pallid  Swifts  for  palm- 
tree  sites  (according  to  Lack,  1956,  Swifts  in  a Tower.  Swifts  occasionally  nest 
in  trees).  J . Franchimont 

9 rue  Abdelouahad  El  Marrakchi,  Villa  Elizabeth.  Meknes,  Morocco 

Yellow  Wagtails  roosting  in  wheatfield  Between  1 1th  and  31st  August 
1 983,  at  Everton,  Bedfordshire,  during  a period  of  warm,  drv  weather,  up  to 
42  Yellow  Wagtails  Motacilla  Jlava  roosted  in  a field  of  wheat.  They  always 
flew  in  from  the  south,  between  30  and  50  minutes  after  sunset,  and 
dropped  straight  into  the  ripe  standing  corn,  momentarily  pausing  on  the 
wheat  heads  before  going  to  the  ground:  most  of  them  called  in  flight  and 
sometimes  on  the  ground.  Their  numbers  increased  from  five,  to  19  on  15th. 
and  42  on  1 7th  August.  During  the  evening  of  18th,  the  wheat  was  being  cut 
by  combine-harvester,  but  about  12  wagtails  nevertheless  flew  into  the 
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straw  rows  and  moved  about  restlessly  in  front  ol  the  combine  before 
settling  in  the  uncut  corn.  On  19th,  after  the  entire  held  had  been  cut,  30 
Yellow  Wagtails  roosted  in  the  straw  rows,  and  some  chased  insects  in  the 
stubble.  On  30th  August,  when  12-15  wagtails  were  still  roosting  at  the  site, 
the  straw  and  stubble  were  burnt  except  for  a 15-m  peripheral  firebreak; 
that  evening,  only  a few  wagtails  came  in  and  these  fed  in  burnt  patches  at 
the  edge  of  the  held.  None  was  seen  after  31st  August. 

I can  find  no  mention  in  the  literature  of  Yellow  Wagtails  using  this 
habitat  for  roosting,  although  they  do,  of  course,  commonly  use  reedbeds. 
Yellow  Wagtails  have  also  been  known  to  roost  in  rough  pasture,  and  in 
willows  Salix  beside  a railway  track  (Stuart  Smith,  1950,  The  Yellow 
Wagtail).  Anthony  H.  Chapman 

30  Church  End , Everton , Bedjordshire  SG19  2JZ 
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The  ‘British  Birds’  Christopher  Helm  collection  Buy 

any  three  of  these  books,  published  by  Christopher  Helm 
Ltd,  through  British  BirdShop  and  you  can  deduct  £7.00 
from  the  sum  due.  As  a British  Birds  subscriber,  you  can 
also  receive  these  books  (and  any  others  listed  in  British 
BirdShop)  POST  FREE.  This  offer  is  open  only  until 
31st  March  1988.  Choose  any  three  from: 

Tracks  & Signs  of  the  Birds  of  Britain  and  Europe:  an  identification  guide  by  Roy  Brown,  John  Ferguson,  Michael 
Lawrence  & David  Lees 

The  Herons  Handbook  by  James  Hancock,  James  Kushlan,  Robert  Gillmor  & Peter  Hayman 
Seabirds:  an  identification  guide  Revised  edn  bv  Peter  Harrison 
Seabirds  of  the  World:  a photographic  guide  by  Peter  Harrison 

Shorebirds:  an  identification  guide  to  the  waders  of  the  World  by  Peter  Hayman,  John  Marchant  & Tony  Prater 
Wildfowl:  an  identification  guide  to  the  ducks,  geese  and  suians  of  the  World  by  Steve  Madge  & Hilary  Burn 
The  Birds  of  Israel  by  Uzi  Paz  & Yossi  Eshbol 
Birdwatching  in  Britain  by  Nigel  Redman  & Simon  Harrap 

Please  use  the  British  BirdShop  form  on  pages  xi  & xii. 

‘BWP’  vol.  V Oxford  University  Press  has  just  informed  us  that  the  publication  of  the  fifth 
volume  of  Birds  oj  the  Western  Palearctic  has  again  been  delayed,  this  time  probably  until  April. 
The  special  offers  noted  in  September  {Brit.  Birds  80:  439)  are  still  available  (exclusively  to 
British  Birds  subscribers),  and  will  be  extended  accordingly. 

‘Birds  of  Africa’  vol.  3 The  third  in  this  six-volume  work  is  due  for  publication  in  June 
1988.  It  will  cover  parrots,  turacos,  cuckoos,  owls,  nightjars,  swifts,  mousebirds, 
kingfishers,  bee-eaters,  woodpeckers,  and  related  groups.  The  full  price  will  be  £71.50, 
but  you  can  order  your  copy  now  for  £60.00,  saving  £1  1 .50.  The  full  price  of  the  first  three 
volumes  will  be  £214.50,  but  they  can  be  ordered  now  for  £180.00,  saving  £34.50. 

Please  use  the  British  BirdShop  form  on  pages  xi  & xii. 

Birds  of  India  and  Pakistan  COMPACT  EDITION  We  have  just  received  notification 
from  Oxford  University  Press  that  the  price  of  this  edition  will  unfortunately  now  be  £75.00 
(not  £58.00),  and  also  that  stocks  from  India  are  not  now  expected  until  March  1988. 


EXCLUSIVE 
OFFER  TO 
BB’  READERS: 
SAVE  £7.00 
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New  books  in  British  BirdShop  In  addition  to  the  special  ofTers  concerning 

I he  British  Birds  Christopher  Helm  collection 
BUT'  vols.  I-V 
Goodwin  Crows  of  the  World 
Harrison  It/  Atlas  of  Ihrds  oj  the  Western  Palaearctic 
Sharrock  the  Frontiers  oj  Bird  Identification 

the  following  books  have  been  added  to  the  British  BirdShop  list  this  month: 

Fowler  & Cohen  Statistics  for  Ornithologists 
Hume  Observers  Birds 

I hese  can  be  obtained  POS'I  FREE  through  British  BirdShop.  Please  use  the  order 
forms  on  pages  xi  and  xii. 

Your  ‘BB’  reference  number  To  obtain  books  POST  FREE  through  British  BirdShop, 
we  ask  you  to  quote  not  only  your  address,  but  also  your  9-figure  BB  reference  number. 
This  is  given  above  your  name  and  address  on  the  address  sheet  in  the  transparent 
envelope  in  which  your  copy  of  BB  arrives  each  month. 

When  does  your  subscription  become  due?  You  can  tell  this,  for  your  address  sheet 
will  be  printed  in  red  instead  of  black. 

Binding  your  ‘BB’  The  cost  of  standard  book-binding  of  BB  issues  is  £13.85  per  volume. 
Use  the  form  on  the  back  of  the  index,  and  send  yours  in  to  arrive  before  one  of  the  following 
deadlines:  15th  March,  1st  July,  Isl  October  and  15th  January.  The  binders’  address  is 
Chapman  Brooks  Bookbinders  I.td,  Alexander  Works,  Fordmill  Road,  Catford,  London 

sK.fi  :tjn 

Loose  binders  are  also  available,  as  usual,  through  British  BirdShop,  at  £6.95  (see  page 
xii). 

Front  cover  designs  for  sale  I he  original  unframed  drawings  of  the  pictures  on  the  front 
cover  of  BB  are  for  sale  each  month  in  a postal  auction.  The  pictures  are  usually  1 '/>  or  two 
times  the  published  size.  These  sales  help  not  only  the  artists,  but  also  BB,  since  the  artists 
donate  20%  to  the  journal.  It  is  also  a way  for  BB  readers  to  acquire — for  themselves  or  as  a 
present  for  a friend — top-class  bird  art  at  very  reasonable  prices.  During  the  past  year, 
successful  postal  bids  have  ranged  from  £40  to  £101;  the  average  has  been  £59.  Why  not  send 
in  your  bid  each  month?  If  you  are  successful  (if  your  bid  is  the  highest,  and  it  exceeds  the 
artist's  reserve  price),  you  will  be  asked  to  pay  the  sum  you  bid,  plus  £1.50  for  postage  and 
packing.  Send  your  name,  address  and  telephone  number  and  your  bid  (no  money  at  this 
stage),  to  arrive  before  the  last  day  of  the  month,  to  Cover  Bid,  Fountains,  Park  Lane. 
Blunham,  Bedford  mk+4  :inj. 

* f 

Sponsored  by  Collins  and  Christopher  Helm 

Bird  Photograph  of  the  Year  This  year  is  the  twelfth  in  the  competition's  history.  We  are 
delighted  that  ‘Bird  Photograph  of  the  Year’  is  sponsored  by  two  long-standing  friends  of 
British  Birds,  the  publishing  firms  Christopher  Helm  Publishers  Ltd  and  William  Collins  Sons 
& Co.  Ltd,  both  very  well  known  for  their  high-quality  natural  history  books. 

The  rules  are  largely  unchanged  from  previous  years: 

L!p  to  three  colour  transparencies,  each  taken  during  1987,  may  be  submitted  by  each 
photographer.  Transparencies  should  not  be  glass-mounted.  They  w ill  be  judged  not  only  on 
technical  excellence,  but  also  on  originality,  scientific  interest,  aesthetic  appeal  and  artistic 
composition.  Preference  will  be  given  to  photographs  taken  in  Britain  and  Ireland,  but  those 
of  species  on  the  British  list  taken  anywhere  in  the  world  are  also  eligible.  Photographs 
must  not  have  been  submitted  for  publication  elsewhere  (though,  of  course,  the  copyright 
remains  with  the  photographer  and  use  subsequent  to  publication  in  British  Birds  is 
unrestricted).  The  photographs  by  winner  and  runners-up  may  be  used  at  the  discretion  of 
the  judges  in  promoting  British  Birds  or  the  competition.  A brief  account  (not  more  than  200 
words)  should  be  enclosed  with  each,  giving  the  circumstances  in  which  obtained,  the 
method  used,  technical  details  (focal  length  of  lens  and  make  of  camera  and  film),  locality, 
date  and  photographer’s  name  and  address.  Transparencies  will  be  returned  only  if 
accompanied  by  a suitable  SAE.  Entries  are  accepted  only  on  the  above  conditions. 
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The  judging  panel  will  consist  of  l)r  R.J.  Chandler,  Eric  Hosking,  Dr  J.  I . R.  Sharrock  and 
Don  Smith. 

Past  winners  of  this  competition  have  been  Michael  C.  Wilkes  (1977),  Peter  Lowes  ( 1978), 
Dr  Edmund  C.  Kellowes  (1979).  Don  Smith  (1980).  Richard  f.  Mills  (1981),  Dennis  Coutts 
(1982),  David  M.  Cottridge  (1983), John  Lawton  Roberts  (1984),  C.  R.  Knights  (1985),  Alan 
Moffett  (1980),  and  Dr  Kevin  Carlson  (1987). 

The  1988  awards  (cheque  for  £100  and  engraved  salver  for  the  w inner,  cheques  for  £40  and 
£25  for  the  second  and  third  and  £25-worth  of  Collins  books  and  £25-worth  of  C hristopher 
Helm  books  for  each  of  the  top  three  photographers)  will  be  presented  at  a Press  Reception 
in  London  in  May  or  June.  The  runners-up  will  be  welcome  to  attend  the  award 
presentation. 

file  closing  date  for  entries  is  30th  January  1988.  I ransparencies  should  be  clearly  marked 
‘Bird  Photograph  of  the  Year’  and  sent  to  the  editorial  office  at  Fountains,  Park  Lane, 
Blunham,  Bedford  MK44  3NJ. 
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Bird  Illustrator  of  the  Year  We  are  delighted  that,  as  already 
announced  (Bril.  Birds  80:  443),  this  year’s  competition  will  be 
sponsored  by  Kowa  telescopes. 

Amateur  and  professional  artists  are  invited  to  submit  four 
line-drawings  suitable  for  reproduction  in  British  Birds  (pen-and- 
ink  or  scraperboard,  but  not  pencil  or  wash).  The  subjects 
should  be  birds  recorded  in  the  West  Palearctic  (Europe,  North 
Africa  and  the  Middle  East).  Exact  size  is  important:  drawings 

should  be  the  following  sizes  (width  X depth  in  cm):  (a)  18.0  X 20.8,  (b)  16.35  X 0.9  and  (c) 
8.1  X 0.0,  for  publication  at  two-thirds  of  those  dimensions  (the  largest  drawing  (a)  may,  if 
preferred,  be  submitted  at  24.8  X 27.75,  for  publication  at  half-size).  Each  set  of  four 
drawings  must  include  at  least  one  each  of  a,  b and  c.  Entries  will  be  judged  as  sets.  Drawings 
based  on  published  photographs  or  drawings  are  ineligible.  The  announcements  of  the 
previous  winners  (Bril.  Birds  72:  403-409;  73:  380-384;  74:  275-278;  75:  304-308;  70:  288-291; 
77:  283-288;  78:  317-322;  79:  319-325;  80:  351-361)  included  suggestions  intended  to  help 
future  entrants.  Entries  need  not  be  mounted,  but  should  have  a generous  ‘handling  margin’ 
around  each  drawing. 

The  judging  panel  will  consist  of  Robert  Gillmor,  Keith  Shackleton  and  Dr  J.  T.  R. 
Sharrock. 

The  winner  will  receive  £100,  the  choice  of  a Kowa  TSN-1  or  TSN-2  telescope  and  an 
inscribed  salver;  the  second-placed  artist  £40  and  a Kowa  telescope  with  zoom  lens;  and  the 
third-placed  artist  £25  and  a Kowa  telescope  with  20X  eyepiece.  All  three  artists  will  also  be 
invited  to  attend  the  award  presentation  at  a Press  Reception  in  July  at  The  Mall  Galleries  in 
London,  wfiere  a selection  of  the  drawings  will  be  on  display.  All  artists  whose  work  is 
displayed  will  also  be  welcome  to  attend  the  reception,  which  in  previous  years  has  provided 
a very  happy  occasion  for  meeting  many  of  our  top  bird  artists.  The  winners'  entries  will  also 
be  displayed  in  the  annual  exhibition  of  the  Society  of  Wildlife  Artists  at  The  Mall  Galleries. 
Previous  winners  have  been  Crispin  Fisher  (1979),  Norman  Arlott  (1980  & 1981),  Alan 
Harris  (1982),  Martin  Woodcock  (1983),  Bruce  Pearson  (1984),  Ian  Lewington  (1985).  Chris 
Rose  (1980)  and  David  Quinn  (1987). 

It  is  one  ol  the  main  aims  of  this  British  Birds  competition  to  encourage  and  advance  the 
careers  of  bird  artists.  The  Editorial  Board  and  the  competition’s  judges  are  delighted  to 
note  that  the  winners  in  past  years  are  now  all  highly  successful  freelance  artists  or  otherwise 
employed  in  posts  associated  with  wildlife. 

Entries  will  remain  the  copyright  of  the  artists,  but  are  accepted  on  the  understanding  that 
they  may  be  reproduced  (ree  in,  or  on  the  cover  of,  or  for  the  promotion  o ( British  Birds.  If 
accompanied  by  a suitable  stamped  addressed  envelope,  all  drawings  will  be  returned  to  the 
artists,  but  any  selected  for  possible  use  by  British  Birds  may  be  retained  for  up  to  12  months 
after  the  award  presentation.  Each  drawing  must  be  marked  clearly  on  (he  back  with  the 
artist’s  name  and  address  (and  date  of  birth  if  aged  under  21,  see  ‘The  Richard  Richardson 
Award’,  below),  the  identity  ol  the  species,  and  any  other  relevant  information  about  the 
illustration. 

I he  closing  date  will  be  14th  March  1988;  the  set  of  four  drawings  should  be  sent  to  ‘Bird 
Illustrator  ol  the  Year’,  Fountains,  Park  Lane,  Blunham,  Bedford  MK44  3NJ. 
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I he  Richard  Richardson  Award  I o encourage  young,  up-and-coming  bird 
ai lists,  a special  award  (a  cheque  and  a book  to  the  total  value  of  £60)  will 
he  presented  for  the  best  work  submitted  for  the  ‘Bird  Illustrator  of  the 
\ ear  competition  (see  above)  by  an  artist  aged  under  21  years  on  14th 
March  1988.  I he  winner’s  entries  will  be  displayed  in  the  annual 
exhibition  of  the  Society  of  Wildlife  Artists  at  I he  Mall  Galleries.  This 
award  is  in  memory  of  the  famous  Norfolk  ornithologist  and  bird-artist, 
the  late  R.  A.  Richardson.  I he  rules  for  entry  are  exactly  the  same  as 
for  Bird  Illustrator  of  t lie  Year’  and  entries  by  persons  under  21  will 
automatically  be  considered  for  both  awards. 

The  PJC.  Award  A handsome  trophy,  the  PJC  Award,  is  presented  annually,  in  memory  of 
the  late  Pauline  Jean  Cook,  to  the  artist  whose  single  drawing  submitted  for  the  ‘Bird 
Illustrator  of  the  5 ear’  competition  is  selected  by  the  judges  for  its  individual  merit.  The 
holder  of  the  PJC  Award  also  receives  an  inscribed  book  as  a permanent  symbol  of  the 
achievement.  The  current  holder  is  J.  S.  Lyes  (Bril.  Birds  80:  250-251,  358-359,  588). 

Best  recent  black-and-white  bird-photographs  The  closing  date  for  submission  of  prints 
for  the  twenty-eighth  annual  selection  is  30th  January  1988.  Photographers  may  submit  as 
many  black-and-white  prints  as  they  wish. 

I he  following  details  should  be  written  on  the  back  of  each  pri nt : photographer’s  name 
and  address,  species,  county  (or  country,  if  taken  abroad),  month,  year,  and  technical  details, 
such  as  make  and  size  of  camera,  make  and  focal  length  of  lens,  type  of'  film  material, 
exposure  and  approximate  distance  from  the  subject.  Prints  will  be  retained  in  the  editorial 
office  as  part  of  the  reference  collection  and  for  possible  use  in  the  journal  unless  a request 
for  return  is  noted  on  the  back  of  each  print  and  a suitable  stamped  addressed  envelope  is 
supplied. 

Entries  should  be  addressed  to  ‘Best  recent  work’.  Fountains,  Park  Lane,  Blunham, 
Bedford  MK44  :!NJ. 
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The  Changing  Countryside.  Edited  by  John  Blunden  and  Nigel 
Curry.  Christopher  Helm,  London,  1985.  269  pages;  14  colour  plates;  46 
black-and-white  plates;  18  line-drawings.  Paperback,  £1 1.95. 

The  Countryside  Handbook.  Edited  by  Alan  Rogers,  John  Blunden 
and  Nigel  Curry.  Christopher  Helm,  London.  1985.  98  pages.  Paperback. 
£5.95. 

These  are  complementary  volumes,  produced  by  the  Open  University  in  association  with  the 
Countryside  Commission.  The  Handbook  is  simply  a directory  and  reference  to  legislation, 
publications  and  voluntary  and  official  bodies  concerned  with  the  countryside.  As  such,  it  is  a 
useful  volume,  w hether  or  not  one  agrees  with  the  comments  provided  on  each  entry. 

The  main  book,  The  Changing  Countryside,  was  a disappointment.  Much  of  it  comprises  a 
tedious  account  of  bureaucratic  history  and  procedures,  which  needed  summarising.  And  why 
should  material  for  such  a book  avoid  objective  analysis  (see  p.  20)?  The  material  seemed 
intensively  selective,  so  the  book  misses  many  opportunities.  Thus,  the  extent  to  which  modern 
agriculture  has  reversed  the  effects  of  the  depression  of  1885-1939  is  not  discussed,  although,  as 
noted  in  the  author’s  note  on  further  reading,  this  needs  thorough  examination,  as  do  the  true 
impacts  of  the  depression  on  landscape  and  wildlife  habitats,  a subject  hardly  recognised 
today.  Understanding  these  points  seems  essential  to  any  discussion  of  present  events  or  future 
action.  Nor  do  the  authors  even  mention  the  major  changes  in  geographic  distribution  offarm 
enterprises,  and  therefore  habitats,  although  regional  changes  in  the  structure  of  the  country- 
side have  been  much  more  intense  than  the  national  ones,  an  important  point  when  neither 
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landscape,  human  population  nor  wildlife  is  uniformly  distributed.  Such  regional  changes  also 
seem  important  in  their  themes  of  rural  needs. 

Sadly,  the  conservation  section  avoids  any  real  discussion  of  the  impact  of  farm  technology 
and  management  on  landscapes  and  wildlife.  Yet,  when  habitat  change  is  increasingly 
resisted,  this  must  emerge  as  the  strongest  influence  farming  has  on  wildlife,  a point  at  least 
recognised  by  one  invited  contributor.  Here  it  might  be  stressed  that  organic  farming  is  well 
established  in  British  agriculture,  but  it  works  today  because  its  products  have  scarcity  value. 
Will  it  be  viable  ifall  farmers  do  it?  Discussion  of  the  economics  involved  here  would  have  been 
far  more  useful  than  the  subjective  personal  views  provided. 

The  book  rightly  doubts  the  efficiency  of  modern  agriculture,  but  misses  the  fundamental 
basis  of  that  doubt — that  much  of  the  labour  shed  directly  from  farming  supports  it  indirectly 
in  greatly  increased  ancillary  industries,  so  remaining  in  food  production.  Such  industries 
include  many  small  businesses  dependent  on  local  agricultural  prosperity.  When  agriculture 
declines  or,  perhaps  more  likely,  is  deliberately  contracted,  will  this  affect  such  rural  employ- 
ment and  rural  communities?  When  rural  employment  is  sustained  by  bureaucratic  artifice,  is 
it  sensible  to  undermine  existing  sources?  Such  points  needed  adequate  examination.  And  why 
adv'ocate  shifting  from  arable  farming  to  livestock  and  grassland  (p.  154)  when  health 
authorities  urge  us  to  eat  fewer  livestock  products?  Such  campaigns  have  been  successful  in 
reducing  consumption,  hence  dairy  quotas  which  severely  restrict  the  opportunities  for  arable 
farmers  to  change.  Nor  is  it  true  that  modern  grassland  management  is  necessarily  more 
beneficial  to  wildlife  than  modern  arable  farming.  But  little  is  said  of  the  opportunities  to  make 
better  use  of  farming,  to  widen  the  range  of  crops  arable  farmers  grow  or  the  uses,  particularly 
industrial,  to  w'hich  v.'e  put  the  crops.  This  subject  is  an  important  research  area  in  Europe 
today,  and  crop  diversity  is  already  visibly  changing  in  England.  What  efTects  will  this  have  on 
landscape  (not  everyone  loves  oil-seed  rape!)  or  wildlife? 

1 his  book  has  far  too  narrow  a vision  to  achieve  its  declared  objective  of enabling  its  readers 
to  ‘indulge  in  meaningful  debate’ on  its  subject.  Michael  Shrubb 

Statistics  for  Ornithologists.  By  Jim  Fowler  and  Louis  Cohen.  BTO 

Guide  22.  British  Trust  for  Ornithology,  Tring,  1986.  176  pages.  Paperback 

£10.00. 

Only  20-30  years  ago,  statistics  were  rarely  seen  in  ornithological  journals.  Now  they  are 
commonplace,  if  still  baffling  to  some  readers.  While  most  professional  ornithologists  writing 
papers  today  were  probably  taught  statistics,  few  of  the  many  amateurs  in  Britain  carrying  out 
valuable  studies  and  wanting  to  write  up  their  results  have  that  knowledge.  In  order  to  raise 
the  ornithological  understanding  of  statistics  and,  especially,  to  help  the  amateurs  choose  and 
use  the  appropriate  statistical  tests,  the  BTO  has  produced  this  guide. 

1 he  ‘non-sta'tistically  inclined,  but  possibly  interested’  reader  of  this  review’  should  know 
that  the  book  covers  the  subject  very  thoroughly,  but  may  wish  to  skip  the  rest  of  this 
paragraph.  1 he  ‘already  at  least  partially  knowledgeable’  reader  will  want  to  know  that 
several  introductory  chapters  explain  the  basic  concepts  of  statistics,  including  populations, 
sampling,  means,  medians,  probabilities,  and  data  transformation;  also,  very  usefully,  presen- 
tation of  data.  I hen  follow  chapters  on  the  principal  statistical  tests  (e.g.  association  using 
chi-squared),  contingency  tables,  correlations,  product  moment,  regression,  measuring  differ- 
ences, differences  between  means,  and  analysis  of  variance.  Both  parametric  and  non-para- 
metric  tests  are  described  as  appropriate. 

So  what  does  this  guide  offer  ornithologists  which  other  available  guides  to  statistics  for 
biologists  do  not?  For  a start,  ornithological  data  are  used  in  the  examples.  Instead  of  the 
inevitable  tomato  plants,  differently  coloured  flowers,  or  numbers  of  mice,  here  are  weights 
and  measurement  of  Dunlins  and  Robins  , and  observations  of  tits  at  bird  tables  or  in  different 
habitats.  1 his  use  of  ‘familiar’  data  may  ease  the  learning  process  for  would-be  ornithological 
statisticians. 

More  importantly,  the  basis  and  use  of  statistics  are  explained  in  more  detail,  while  the  very 
useful  cautions  and  restrictions  on  applying  each  test  are  fuller  and  clearer  than  any  I have 
previously  read.  1 here  are,  however,  two  areas  where  I feel  the  authors  could  have  been  even 
more  helpful,  first,  in  guiding  potential  users  to  the  test  they  might  require,  and,  secondly,  in 
giving  guidance  in  the  correct  design  of  studies. 

In  their  Preface  (but  who  reads  this  other  than  reviewers?),  the  authors  rightly  recommend 


Reviews 


35 


that  the  book  be  read  through  from  the  beginning.  Whilst  that  is  undoubtedh  the  correct 
approach  Ibr  a student,  I cannot  help  feeling  that,  clear  though  the  introductory  chapters  are.  a 
more  direct  key  to  the  different  tests  might  have  helped  potential  users  without  the  necessary 
time,  or  perhaps  patience,  to  find  the  most  appropriate  lest  for  their  data. 

( .hapter  1 states:  'A  programme  ol  fieldwork  should  be  planned  anticipating  the  statistical 
methods  that  arc  appropriate  to  the  eventual  analysis  of  the  data.  Attaching  some  statistical 
treatment  as  an  afterthought  to  make  the  study  seem  more  “respectable”  is  unlikelv  to  be 
convincing.  In  view  of  this  admirably  clear  statement,  it  is  disappointing  that  the  authors  did 
not  follow  it  with  any  detailed  guidance  to  the  potential  user,  merely  suggesting  another  lxx)k 
on  this  admittedly  large  subject. 

I hese  fairly  small  criticisms  apart,  this  is  a worthy  addition  to  the  long  line  of  BTC)  guides, 
and  one  that  I can  strongly  recommend.  M . A.  Ogilvie 

Observers  Birds,  50th  Anniversary  Edition.  By  Rob  Hume.  F rederick 
YVarne,  London,  1987.  192  pages;  171  colour  illustrations.  Paperback. 
£3.50. 

Although  1 was  'raised'  on  the  Rev.  (1.  A.  Johns’  British  Birds  in  their  Haunts,  the  first  bird  book  I 
owned  was  I he  Observer's  Book  of  Birds.  It  went  everywhere  with  me,  in  m\  hip  pocket,  and  I 
wore  out  (eventually,  Ibr  it  was  a durable  little  publication)  two  copies. 

Now  we  have  a completely  new,  golden  jubilee,  edition  by  Rob  Hume,  and,  lor  this  reviewer, 
comparisons  with  the  earlier  version  are  inevitable. 

1 o take  the  credit  side  first,  the  new  text  is  so  much  more  informative  that  it  exposes.  I fear, 
the  inadequacy  of  its  much-loved  forerunner.  Let  the  following  compared  examples  speak  for 
themselves. 

redstart,  1937 'Haunt’  redstart,  1987 ‘Habitat’ 

‘Not  very  definite,  usually  near  trees.’  ‘Deciduous  woods  and  parks  with  old  trees, 

especially  oak;  also  bushy  woodland  edges  on 
hillsides  and  rocky  slopes  with  scattered 
trees.' 

REED  WARBLER,  1987  'Voice' 

'Includes  a low  “ churr ”.  The  song  is  rather 
low,  rambling,  with  each  phrase  repeated 
two  or  three  times  to  give  a distinctive 
rhythm  of  churring,  squeaky  and  chirping 
notes,  and  lacking  the  Sedge  Warbler’s 
vehemence — chrr  chrr  Irik  trik  trik  chirup  chirup 
etc.’ 

In  addition  to  body  length,  weights  are  now  provided  and.  as  is  appropriate  in  1987.  both 
are  in  metric.  Particularly  satisfying  is  the  fact  that  all  (instead  of  half)  the  plates  are  in  colour, 
including  five  additional  ones  by  Robert  Gillmor  and  one  by  Ernest  C.  Mansell. 

On  the  debit  side,  I do  question  the  wisdom  of  retaining  the  original  Thorburn  plates.  No 
matter  how  attractive  they  may  be,  they  fall  somewhat  short  of  modern  standards  of  commu- 
nication, with,  for  example,  most  of  the  waders  depicted  only  in  breeding  plumage.  And  when 
I remember  my  tattered  hip-pocket  copy.  I feel  sure  that  there  is  a need  for  a hard-back  edition. 

Selecting  171  species  to  feature  in  a beginner’s  book  is  not  easy.  Fifty  years  ago.  S.  Yere 
Benson  indulged  herself  with  White-tailed  Eagle.  Golden  Oriole.  Hoopoe.  Waxwing  and 
Blue-headed  Wagtail.  Rob  Hume's  selection  is  sensibly  work-a-day.  but  recalling  the 
sequence  in  which  I got  my  lifers,  I regret  the  absence  of.  for  example.  Black-necked  Grebe  and 
Jack  Snipe,  and  wonder  about  the  retention  of  Avocet.  a species  which — as  the  saying 
goes — needs  no  introduction.  Robert  Spencer 

Waders:  their  breeding,  haunts  and  watchers.  By  Desmond  and 
Maimie  Nethersole-Thompson.  T.  & A.  D.  Poyser,  Calton,  1986.  400 
pages;  32  blackand-white  plates;  over  100  line-drawings.  £18.00. 

Dr  Desmond  Nethersole-Thompson  has  been  a student  of  Scottish  Highland  birds  for  over  50 
years  and  is  well  known  for  his  monographs  on  Greenshanks,  Snow-  Bunting,  Dotterel,  and 


REED  WARBLER,  1937  ‘Notes' 

' The  song  is  a warble  containing  some  of  the 
harsh  notes  of  the  Sedge  Warbler  but  lacking 
the  volume  and  exuberance  of  that  bird. 
There  is  also  a scolding  “churr”.’ 
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Scottish  Crossbill.  His  contribution  to  our  knowledge  of  these  species,  and  Highland  ecology  in 
general,  has  been  enormous.  I his  new  book,  written  with  his  wife  Maimie  and  with 
contributions  from  sons  Desmond  and  Patrick  and  others  of  the  I hompson  family,  differs  in 
covering  a group  rather  than  a single  species.  Like  Pine  Crossbills  (1975)  and  Greenshanks  ( 1979), 
Waders  is  published  by  T.  & A.  D.  Povser  and  is.  as  we  have  come  to  expect  from  these 
publishers,  beautifully  produced,  printed  and  bound. 

Potential  readers  should  not  be  misled  by  the  title,  which  suggests  a comprehensive  and 
year-round  account.  In  fact,  ‘waders’  are  equated  with  ‘nesting  waders’,  and  the  book  has 
almost  nothing  to  sav  about  the  seven  or  more  months  of  the  year  when  the  birds  are  absent 
from  the  breeding  grounds,  or  the  people  who  study  them  during  that  period.  There  are 
introductory  chapters  about  waders,  ‘wader-watchers’,  and  spacing  and  dispersion,  but  the 
core  of  the  book  is  a series  of  18  species  accounts,  mostly  grouped  by  habitat.  Shorter  accounts 
follow  for  a further  16  species  classified  as  ‘new  or  returning’  or  ‘pipe-dream’  waders,  and  then 
a bibliography,  five  tables,  and  some  sonagrams,  mostly  of  rarely  heard  calls.  Donald 
Watson’s  illustrations  are,  as  ever,  ornithologically  accurate  as  vcell  as  pleasing  and 
appropriate  to  the  text.  The  photographs  are  mostly  rather  jaded  portraits  of  incubating  birds. 

The  real  strength  of  the  book  lies  in  Dr  Nethersole-Thompson’s  enthusiasm  for  nesting 
waders  and  in  his  ability  to  write  passionately  and  interestingly  about  his  subject.  Many  wil  1 
enjoy  it  purely  as  a good  read.  Despite  its  anecdotal  style,  it  also  has  value  as  a scientific  text, 
both  as  a review'  of  the  literature  and  because  it  contains  many  previously  unpublished  data 
collected  by  the  authors  and  their  correspondents.  To  some  extent,  the  authors  are  acting  as  a 
unique  point  of  contact  between  the  scientific  community  and  various  named  and  un-named 
nest-hunters  whose  efforts  often  vcould  not  otherwise  result  in  any  contribution  to  the  general 
fund  of  knowledge.  The  bibliography  is  an  extensive  one,  albeit  with  a bias  towards  early  work, 
but  it  is  unfortunate  that  many  references  quoted  in  the  text  are  missing,  and  that  there  are 
several  errors  in  alphabetical  ordering.  Obvious  errors  are  most  unusual  in  a Povser  book,  but, 
in  addition,  at  least  two  dozen  authors  or  correspondents  are  mis-spelt,  either  in  the  text  or  the 
bibliography,  and  other  mistakes  or  inconsistencies  of  spelling  and  punctuation  are  not 
difficult  to  find. 

While  the  authors  put  themselves  firmly  in  the  conservation  camp,  this  book  may  not  be  to 
the  taste  of  birdwatchers  who  are  especially  concerned  about  species  protection  in  the 
Highlands  and  Scandinavia,  nor  those  v,'ho  are  squeamish  generally  about  disturbing  birds  at 
the  nest.  The  preface  states  that  the  authors’  own  egg-collecting  has  ceased,  but  the 
opportunity  to  condemn  the  practice  is  conspicuously  missed,  and  some  egg-thieves  could  feel 
that  the  many  birds’-nesting  stories  are,  if  anything,  an  encouragement  to  their  illegal 
activities.  One  such  story,  of  pointless  disturbance  to  Little  Ringed  Plover,  then  a rare  new' 
colonist,  occupies  nearly  a quarter  of  the  short  species  text.  Surely,  in  the  late  1980s  such 
irresponsible  behaviour  should  be  forgotten  or  condemned,  rather  than  retold  w'ith  apparent 
admiration?  John  Marchant 

Wildfowl  in  Great  Britain.  By  Myrfyn  Owen,  G.  L.  Atkinson- Willes 
and  D.  G.  Salmon;  illustrated  by  Sir  Peter  Scott.  Second  edn.  Cam- 
bridge University  Press,  Cambridge,  1986.  613  pages;  69  line-drawings; 
numerous  maps.  £30.00. 

Twenty-three  years  after  the  publication  of  the  first  edition  comes  the  long-awaited  second 
edition.  But  let  us  be  clear  from  the  outset,  this  is  no  mere  updated  reprint.  Though  it  follows 
the  same  general  format  as  the  original  edition,  it  is  in  fact  completely  rewritten.  In  the  data 
that  are  reported,  however,  it  summarises  the  old  and  then  carries  on  where  the  first  edition  left 
off. 

It  is,  of  course,  a vehicle  with  which  to  report  the  nationwide  wildfowl  counts  carried  out 
monthly  each  winter  since  1947,  year  in  and  year  out,  by  an  indefatigable  band  of  volunteer 
counters.  As  such,  it  is  a major  record  of  Britain's  ornithological  heritage  that  will  prove  to  be 
of  immense  value  to  all  w ho  are  interested  in  Britain’s  ornithology  and  its  welfare. 

I he  format  of  the  book  is  that  of  the  first  edition.  An  introductory  section,  describing  the 
wildfowl  counts  and  counting  methods,  ringing  techniques  and  results,  is  followed  by  the  first 
of  three  major  sections.  I his  is  a detailed,  area-by-area,  site-by-site  review  of  wildfowl  habitats 
and  wildfowl  numbers  throughout  ( heat  Britain;  Ireland  is  not  included.  The  major  sites  and 
areas  arc  all  described,  some  in  considerable  detail;  there  are  manv  maps.  Wildfowl  counts. 
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both  for  all  species  combined  and  lor  individual  species  separately,  are  I'reelv  quoted.  ( )lten. 
the  data  go  back  through  the  period  covered  b\  the  first  edition. 

1 he  next  major  section  deals  successively  with  each  ol  the  various  British  wildfowl  species. 
1 hese  accounts  have  lull-page  distribution  maps — both  winter  and  summer  if  appropriate — 
the  results  ol  important  counts,  graphs  illustrating  population  changes,  maps  showing 
migration  fly  ways,  and  so  on.  I he  length  varies  with  the  species;  for  example,  the  account  for 
the  two  races  ol  White-lronted  Goose  Anser  albijrons  runs  to  nine  pages,  while  that  ol  Bean 
( muse  A.  J abatis  merits  only  two.  I he  scarce  species  are  all  covered,  but  onl\  briefh  . 

1 he  final  section  deals  with  conservation  issues  and  usefully  reviews  a number  of  important 
topics.  I he  several  major  proposals  lor  reclamation  and  barrage  schemes  are  described,  and 
their  general  implications  lor  wildfowl  are  discussed  in  a laudably  objective  manner.  Other 
aspects  ol  the  influence  ol  man  are  also  covered.  Shooting,  recreation,  agricultural  practices, 
mining,  sand  and  gravel  extraction:  the  coverage  is  thorough. 

Sir  Peter  Scott's  delightful  line-drawings  are  generously  scattered  throughout  the  book,  and 
each  ol  the  species-accounts  is  headed  with  an  appropriate  portrait.  Some  of  the  drawings  are 
old  friends  from  the  first  edition,  but  many  others  are  specially  drawn  lor  this  new  one.  It  was 
perhaps  to  be  expected  that  the  colour  plates  ol  the  original  edition  would  not  survive. 

I he  whole  is  a considerable  work  ol  scholarship,  and  is  a more  than  worths  successor  to  the 
first  edition.  1 1 will  be  ol  great  value  to  those  for  whom  conservation  issues  are  important,  and 
to  all  who  have  more  than  a passing  interest  in  wildfowl.  Mam  will  accept  (hat.  even  though  it 
may  seem  moderately  expensive,  the  wealth  of  wild  low  I information  that  it  contains  will  more 
than  justify  what  I am  sure  will  prove  to  be  a valued  addition  to  their  book  shelves. 

R ] . C HAND  I ER 


News  and  comment 

Robin  Prytherch  and  Mike  Everett 

Opinions  expressed  in  this  feature  are  not  necessarily  those  of  ‘British  Birds' 


‘Monthly  marathon'  prize  Pekka  J.  Nikan- 
der,  winner  of  the  first  ‘Monthly  marathon 
series  (lirit.  Birds  80:  342-348)  has  selected  as 
his  prize  a SUNBIRD  birdwatching  holiday 
in  Thailand.  YVe’ll  report  later  this  year  on 
how  his  trip  turned  out. 

Golden  Eagle  poisoned  In  the  September 
1987  issue  of  Scottish  Bird  News,  there  is  a 
brief  report  of  record  levels  of  PCBs  as  well 
as  DDE,  dieldrin  and  mercury  in  an  imma- 
ture Golden  Eagle  A guild  chiysaetos  found  in 
Lewis.  The  bird  had  been  taking  Fulmars 
Fulmarus  glacialis , which,  whatever  their  food 
at  sea  (probably  including  much  fish  offal), 
indicates  that  worry  ing  levels  of  pollutants 
are  present  in  the  North  Atlantic.  As  SBX 
points  out,  this  emphasises  the  value  of 
sending  in  corpses  to  the  1 1 E at  Monks 
Wood,  where  the  analysis  was  carried  out. 

Birds  in  Argy  ll  We  have  received  the  latest 
Arg\'ll  Bird  Report,  the  fourth,  covering  198b. 
The  bulk  of  it  is  given  over  to  the  usual 


systematic  list  which  is  liberally  decorated 
with  Philip  Snow's  sketches  but  which  lacks 
a map  — a feature  which  could  enhance 
future  reports.  It  does,  however,  also  include 
monthly  counts  for  many  species,  a ringing 
report  and  papers  on  a number  of  topics  — 
the  status  of  Corncrakes  Cre\  crex  on  Islay, 
several  on  forestry  and  birdlife.  Golden 
Eagles  Aquila  chiysaetos  and  land-use.  and 
others.  The  Argyll  Bird  Club  claim  it  as 
their  most  ambitious  publication  to  date. 
You  can  get  your  copy  , price  £3.00.  from 
Colin  Galbraith.  4 Achagoil,  Minard, 
Inveraray,  Argy  ll. 

. . . and  Mull  Philip  Snow  has  also 
illustrated  a new  booklet  by  Mike  Madders 
titled  Birds  of  Mull  (Mull  being  within  the 
Argyll  Bird  Report  area),  which  is  a little 
gem.  if  only  for  its  presentation.  Many  of  its 
50  pages  are  covered  by  annotated  line- 
drawings,  maps  and  half-tones  which  des- 
cribe the  best  birding  locations  and  which 
help  to  give  one  a feel  for  what  must  be  an 
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13.  Anthony  Chapman,  accompanied  by  David  Latham  of  Anglian  Water,  opening  the  new 
hide  at  Grafham  Water,  Cambridgeshire,  September  1987  ( Anglian  Water) 


exciting  place  to  birdwatch.  The  text  com- 
prises accounts  of  the  habitats  with  their 
attendant  species  and  a list  of  the  birds 
recorded  on  the  island.  It  is  £3.50  and  is 
published  by  The  Saker  Press,  Lochdon, 
Mull,  Argyll  PA64  6AP. 

. . . and  the  Lake  District  Written  by 
Mike  Madders  and  illustrated  by  Philip 
Snow,  Bird  Watching  in  the  Lake  District  is  a 
refreshingly  balanced  little  guide,  which 
delights  as  much  in  the  ordinary  as  in  the 
rarity,  and  has  an  excellent  review  of  the 
various  habitats  thrown  in  for  good  mea- 
sure. It  is  published  by  Bartholomew  of 
Edinburgh  at  £3.50.  ( Contributed  by  Robert 
Spencer) 

Gould’s  ‘Birds  of  Australia’  Margaret 
Cameron,  a BB  subscriber  in  Australia,  has 
sent  us  a note  in  response  to  our  report  of 
the  sale  of  Gould’s  library  (Brit.  Birds  80: 
391).  His  own  Birds  of  Australia  was  mostly 
sold  to  a dealer  for  breaking  into  separate 
plates  and  these  were  sold,  she  informs  us, 
‘at  a deplorably  successful  auction’,  adding 
the  comment:  ‘Gross  commercial  vandal- 
ism’, with  which  many  would  agree. 


Hide  for  disabled  (and  other)  birdwatch- 
ers On  7th  September,  Anthony  Chap- 
man, RSPB  Reserves  Officer  and  author  of 
The  Countryside  and  Wildlife  for  the  Disabled , 
opened  a new  7-m  hide  with  facilities  for 
the  disabled  at  the  Plummer  car-park  at 
Grafham  Water  in  Cambridgeshire.  The 
idea  for  the  hide  came  from  Anglian 
Water,  with  advice  from  the  Beds  and 
Hunts  Wildlife  Trust  and  Anthony  Chap- 
man himself.  The  hide  has  an  access  path 
and  ramp  which  allow  easy  access  from  a 
large  car  park  for  visitors  with  restricted 
mobility.  The  hide  overlooks  one  of  the 
best  parts  of  this  large  reservoir.  The  hide 
project  was  timed  to  mark  the  European 
Year  of  the  Environment  (EYE).  Anglian 
Water’s  Conservation  (Officer,  Dr  Chris 
Spray,  and  Cambridge  Division  General 
Manager,  David  Latham,  both  stressed 
that  they  now  want  people  to  use  the  hide. 
It  is  only  a five-minute  drive  from  the  A1  . . . 
(JTRS) 

John  Willis  memorial  At  Dungeness  Bird 
Observatory  on  3rd  October  1987,  a gather- 
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ing  of  friends  and  family  of  John  Willis 
placed  a plaque  in  his  memory  on  the 
Observatory  building.  It  is  a testimony  to 
the  esteem  in  which  this  kindly,  highly 
knowledgeable  Kent  birdwatcher  was  held 
that  the  North  Kent  Birders’  Association 
has  become  established,  as  was  his  wish, 
and  flourishes  in  his  memory.  John  Willis 
was  fatally  injured  in  the  spring  of  1986, 
whilst  watching  Dalmatian  Pelicans  in 
Yugoslavia.  ( Contributed  by  Dauson  Walker) 

Sevenoaks  Centre  opens  On  20th  June,  Sir 
Derek  Barber,  chairman  of  the  Countryside 
Commission,  opened  the  new  Interpretative 
Centre  at  the  Sevenoaks  Reserve  in  Kent. 
The  Centre  has  a lecture  hall,  fully  equipped 
laboratory,  and  displays  depicting  the  wild- 
life development  in  the  region  since  the  last 
Ice  Age,  including  magnificent  dioramas  of 
mounted  birds.  The  opening  represents  the 
culmination  of  efforts  by  the  Harrison  family 
and  others  to  establish  the  reserve  in  mem- 
ory of  Dr  Jeffery  Harrison,  who  died  sudden- 
ly in  1978.  The  55-ha  reserve  has  been 
created  from  gravel-pit  excavations  near  the 
centre  of  Sevenoaks.  Since  1960,  the  intro- 
duction of  some  13,000  trees  and  20,000 
marsh  plants  has  created  a beautiful, 
wildlife-rich  environment  which  is  especially 
attractive  to  birds.  A nature  trail  and  several 
hides  have  been  installed.  The  project  is  an 
internationally  famous  blueprint  for  wildlife 
habitat  management.  The  reserve  is  open 
from  9.00  a.m.  to  5.00  p.m.  on  Wednesday, 
Saturday  and  Sunday  (entrance  £1.00),  oral 
any  time  for  Sevenoaks  Reserve  Members 
(annual  subscription  £10.00).  Further  infor- 
mation can  be  obtained  from  the  Warden, 
The  Sevenoaks  Reserve,  Bradbourne  Yale 
Road,  Sevenoaks,  Kent;  telephone  Seven- 
oaks (0732)  456407.  (Contributed  In'  P.  J.  (Irani) 

The  late  Iain  Grant  He  was  ‘Iain  to  all  who 
knew  him— Lt  Col.  J.  P.  Grant  of 
Rothiemurchus  in  more  formal  terms.  His 
death  in  July  1987  marked  the  end  of  an  era 
on  Speyside,  where  Iain  became  known  as 
one  of  the  first  Highland  lairds  actively  to 
promote  wildlife  conservation  as  an  integral 
part  of  the  use  of  his  land.  Nobody  who  was 
around  in  that  area  in  the  late  1950s  and 
1960s  will  ever  forget  just  how  much  he  did 
to  ensufe  that  the  newly  recolonising 
Ospreys  Pandion  haliaetus  were  given  every 
chance  of  success:  this  won  him  an  RSPB 
Silver  Medal,  and  indeed  he  went  on  to 


become  a Vice-President  of  the  Society.  He 
held  the  same  title  from  the  Fauna  and  Flora 
Preservation  Society  and  the  Scottish  Wild- 
life Trust,  and  earlier  had  been  a founding 
member  of  the  (then)  Nature  Conservancy 
and  the  Red  Deer  Commission.  A man  of 
many  parts,  he  set  a fine  example  to  all  in  a 
period  when  wildlife  conservation  was  still 
very  much  a low  priority  issue  in  many  other 
parts  of  the  Highlands. 

Agriculture  and  Scottish  birds  Phis  was 
the  theme  of  the  autumn  conference  of  the 
Scottish  Ornithologists'  Club  held  at  Edin- 
burgh University  from  1 1th  to  13th  Septem- 
ber. The  varied  contributions  covered  spe- 
cific problems  such  as  Barnacle  Geese  Branla 
leucopsis  grazing  agricultural  land  on  Islav 
and  the  decline  of  the  Corncrake  Crex  crex  on 
List,  as  well  as  more  general  talks  covering 
farming  and  conservation  issues  such  as 
land  ‘improvements’  from  both  a conserva- 
tionist's viewpoint  as  well  as  that  of  crofters 
and  farmers.  The  level  of  debate  on  these 
subjects  was  certainly  lively,  reflecting  the 
conflict  of  interests  between  the  two  sides  of 
the  argument. 

Two  entrants  correctly  identified  all  five 
species  in  the  British  Birds  mystery  photo- 
graphs competition,  and,  as  Bill  Bracken- 
ridge  had  already  left  the  conference.  Rick 
Goater  was  awarded  the  traditional  bottle  of 
champagne. 

Many  SOC  members  will  welcome  the 
decision  to  return  the  conference  to  North 
Berwick  for  1988.  (MB) 

Cyprus  Bird  Massacre  A new  initiative  to 
stop  the  slaughter  of  songbirds  in  Cyprus 
has  been  launched  by  the  ICBP  and  the 
RSPB  with  the  support  of  the  Stop  the 
Massacre  Committee,  formed  by  seven  Cyp- 
riot conservation  bodies.  Millions  of  migrant 
birds,  including  Nightingales  Luscinia 
megar/rynchos.  Blackcaps  Sylvia  atricapilla  and 
Chiffchaffs  Phylloscopus  collybita , are  killed 
each  year,  mostly  caught  by  bird-lime,  a 
sticky  substance  which  is  coated  on  sticks  on 
which  the  birds  then  perch.  The  Committee 
is  spearheading  a campaign  which  includes 
sending  to  the  President  of  Cyprus.  Mr 
Kvprianou,  and  the  High  Commissioner  in 
London  up  to  100,000  postcards  calling  for 
the  Government  of  Cyprus  to  improve  the 
laws  protecting  birds,  and  to  enforce  them. 
Anyone  wishing  to  support  this  action 
should  write  to  His  Excellency,  The  High 
Commissioner  of  Cyprus,  93  Park  Street, 
London  W 1 . 
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News  and  comment 


The  late  Ken  Rooke  Everyone  who  knew 
Dr  Ken  Rooke  was  saddened  by  the  news  of 
his  death,  after  a long  illness,  in  September 
1987.  Nor  will  many  of  us  forget  his  humor- 
ous comments  when,  not  all  that  long  ago, 
his  death  was  erroneously  reported  in  The 
Ibis.  Ken,  too,  was  a man  of  many  parts: 
latterly,  he  perhaps  became  best  known  for 
his  conservation  work  in  the  Cranborne  area 
(fitted  in,  somehow,  with  the  busy  schedule 
of  a country  doctor) — the  RSPB  in  particu- 
lar have  good  cause  to  be  grateful  to  him  for 
all  he  did  to  help  them  in  research  and 
protection  work  on  the  local  Montagu’s 
Harriers  Circus  pygargus  and  Stone-curlews 
Burhinus  oedicnenuts — but  long  before  that  he 
was  much  involved  in  the  birding  scene  in 
the  Southwest.  Among  other  things,  he  was 
a leading  light  in  the  founding  of  Portland 
Bill  Observatory— and  one  of  the  first  to 
suspect  the  occurrence  of  Mediterranean 
shearwaters  off  ‘the  Bill’.  Even  earlier,  he 
had  anticipated  some  of  the  theories  of 
migration  which  we  now  take  for  granted — - 
but  sadly  never  got  around  to  publishing  his 
ideas  until  much  later  (1966,  XIV  Ini.  Om. 
Confr.  Abstracts).  He  will  be  greatly  missed. 

New  journal  of  Afrotropical  ornithology 

A new  journal,  Tauraco , will  publish  original 
and  review  papers,  in  English  or  Erench, 
relating  to  Afrotropical  birds,  particularly 
field  studies.  It  will  cover  sub-Saharan 
Africa,  southwestern  Arabia,  Madagascar 
and  other  Indian  Ocean  islands,  Tauraco  will 
appear  initially  twice  a year  (the  first  is  due 
in  March  1988),  but  the  size  and  frequency 
of  issues  will  be  increased  if  there  is  suf- 
ficient support. 

Papers  will  be  refereed  by  an  editorial 
board,  all  of  whom  have  considerable  Afro- 
tropical experience:  R.  J.  Dowsett  (Editor), 
Judy  Oglethorpe  (Assistant  Editor),  Nor- 
man Arlott  (Art  Editor),  C.  H.  Fry,  D.  N. 
Johnson,  M.  Louette,  R.  B.  Payne,  D.  E. 
Pomeroy,  and  J.-M.  Thiollay. 

The  annual  subscription  to  Tauraco  is  £12 
or  US$25  (£20  or  US$42  for  institutions), 
payable  to  Tauraco  Press.  Subscription 
orders  and  guidelines  for  authors:  Mrs  J. 
Oglethorpe,  Tauraco  Press,  27  Fieldside, 
Ely,  Cambridge  CB6  3AT. 

New  RSNC  Chief  Executive  After  eight 
years  at  the  helm,  Dr  Franklyn  Perring  has 
now  retired  from  the  top  position  with  the 
Royal  Society  for  Nature  Conservation. 


Frank  was  formerly  Head  of  the  Biological 
Records  Centre,  and  a valuable  member  of 
the  BTO/IWC  Atlas  Working  Group  during 
the  years  leading  up  to  The  Atlas  of  Breeding 
Birds  in  Britain  and  Ireland  ( 1 976).  We  wish  him 
a long  and  happy  retirement. 

The  new  Chief  Executive  is  Tim  Cordy,  a 
geographer  who  comes  to  the  RSNC  with 
ten  years’  experience  of  town  and  regional 
planning  with  Leicester  City  Council  and 
Bolton  Metropolitan  Borough  Council. 

BBRC  Identification  Meeting  The  Rarities 
Committee  has  an  annual  meeting  in  March 
or  April  to  discuss  principles  and  other 
general  matters.  At  slightly  less  regular 
intervals,  it  holds  another  meeting,  to  dis- 
cuss current  identification  problems.  The 
latest  such  meeting  was  held  on  11th  July 
1987  at  the  British  Museum  (Natural  His- 
tory) at  Tring,  where  all  relevant  skins  were 
made  available  for  study.  Very  useful  dis- 
cussions took  place  concerning  Little  Shear- 
water Pujfmus  assimilis  (together  with  Manx 
Shearwater  B.  pujjinus  and  Audubon’s  Shear- 
water P.  therminieri) , male  Lesser  Scaup 
Aythya  a/finis , male  Common  Scoter  Melanitta 
nigra  of  the  American  race  americana , Eastern 
Phoebe  Sayomis phoebe , Yellow-browed  Warb- 
ler Phylloscopus  inomatus  of  the  eastern  race 
humei,  and  non-adult-male  Pine  Bunting 
Emberiza  leucocephalos  (compared  with  Yellow- 
hammer  E.  citrinella  of  the  eastern  race 
erythrogenys).  Progress  was  made  with  dark 
morph  and  juvenile  intermediate  morph 
Gyrfalcon  Ealco  rusticolus , South  Polar  Skua 
Stercorarius  maccormicki  (compared  with  Great 
Skua  S.  skua),  and  Olivaceous  Warbler  Hip- 
polais  pallida.  Unfortunately,  little  enlighten- 
ment resulted  from  our  deliberations 
concerning  sexing  and  ageing  American 
Wigeons  Anas  americana  and  identification  of 
males  of  various  northern  forms  of  Eiders 
Somaleria  mollissima , but  these  were  the  only 
two  low  spots  in  an  otherwise  highly  suc- 
cessful day.  There  is  already  evidence  within 
BBRC  records  circulations  that  practical  use 
is  being  made  of  the  notes  and  sketches 
prepared  during  the  1987  Identification 
Meeting.  (Contributed  by  P.  G.  I.ansdown) 

Changes  of  County  Recorders  Peter  Hill, 
10  Woodlands  Avenue,  Rochdale,  Greater 
Manchester  out  5HJ.  has  taken  over  from 
B.  T.  Shaw  as  Recorder  for  Greater  Man- 
chester. W.  II.  WagstafT,  16  Ennor  Close, 
Old  Town,  St  Mary’s,  Isles  of  Scilly  TR2I 
oni.,  has  taken  over  from  M.  J.  Rogers  as 
Recorder  for  the  Isles  of  Scilly. 


The  dates  in  this  report  refer  to  September 
1987  unless  otherwise  stated. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  month,  (he 
pressure  remained  high  to  the  east,  slowing 
the  progress  of  the  eastward-moving 
weather  fronts  and  bringing  occasional  east- 
erly air  to  northern  areas.  This  blocking 
anticyclone  moved  farther  east  by  5th, 
allowing  the  Atlantic  depressions  to  track 
quickly  eastwards  across  Britain  and  Ire- 
land, bringing  in  unsettled  and  windy  west- 
erly weather.  From  15th,  high  pressure 
developed  again  nearby  over  Europe,  bring- 
ing further  short  spells  of  easterlies  in  the 
north  until  22nd,  when  an  anticyclone  began 
to  develop  over  the  mid  Atlantic  and  tem- 
peratures dropped  as  northerly  air  arrived. 
As  the  centre  of  pressure  moved  eastward, 
the  winds  moved  through  northeast  to 
southeast  by  30th. 

Small  migrants 

Apart  from  a large  passage  of  Meadow 
Pipits  Anthus  pratensis  through  Spurn  (Hum- 
berside), with  8,000  on  16th,  no  exceptional 
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Keith  Allsopp  and  lan  Dawson 

These  are  largely  unchecked  reports, 
not  authenticated  records 

falls  or  concentrations  were  reported.  On 
Fair  Isle  (Shetland)  all  common  migrants 
were  below  their  normal  numbers,  but  the 
variety  of  rarities  there  and  on  neighbouring 
Orkney  and  Shetland  was  cpiite  different 
from  those  seen  in  the  rest  of  the  country. 
The  North  European  air  masses  penetrated 
over  those  islands  on  only  a few  occasions, 
but  brought  a Citrine  Wagtail  Motacilla 
cilreola  on  1st,  five  Scarlet  Rosefinches 
C.arpodacus  erylhrimts  between  1st  and  19th. 
five  Yellow-breasted  Buntings  Emberiza 
aureola  between  2nd  and  2 1st,  two  Rustic 
Buntings  E.  rust  tea  and  three  Little  Bunt- 
ings E.  pusilla  between  21st  and  23rd  (with 
one  earlier  on  18th  farther  south  at  Hauxley, 
Northumberland),  four  Lanceolated  Warb- 
lers Eocustella  lanceolala  between  17th  and 
26th,  two  Arctic  Warblers  Bhylloscopus 
borealis  between  12th  and  21st.  two 
Bluethroats  l. mania  svecica  on  20th,  a Paddy- 
field  Warbler  Acrocephalus  agricola  on  22nd. 
a Blyth’s  Reed  Warbler  1.  dumetorum  from 
27th  to  29th,  and  an  Arctic  Redpoll  Car- 
duelis  homemanni  between  25th  and  30th. 
The  Savannah  Sparrow  Ammodramus  sand- 


14.  Aquatic  W arbler  Acrocephalus  paludicola.  Dorset,  September  1987  (E.  Brodie) 
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wichensis  which  arrived  on  Fair  Isle  on  30th 
was,  however,  in  keeping  with  a transatlan- 
tic flight  along  a depression  track  north  of 
those  normally  associated  with  Nearctic 
passerine  arrivals  in  the  Southwest. 

In  southern  Britain  and  Ireland,  typical 
September  vagrants  were  seen,  with  eight 
Tawny  Pipits  Anthus  campestris  being  re- 
ported, seven  Melodious  Warblers  Hippolais 
polyglot  ta.  two  Woodchat  Shrikes  Lanius  sena- 
tor. ten  Firecrests  Regains  ignicapillus , ten 
Red-backed  Shrikes  /..  collurio , two  Aquatic 
Warblers  Acrocephalus  paludicola  (plate  14),  a 
Short-toed  Lark  C.alandrella  brachydactyla,  and 
two  Black-eared  Wheatears  Oenanthe 


hispanica.  Not  usually  associated  with  this 
group,  but  found  in  the  South,  were  Booted 
Warblers  Hippolais  caligata  at  Dungeness 
(Kent)  on  4th  and  Portland  Bill  (Dorset)  on 
13th  (plates  15  & lb),  and  a Black-headed 
Bunting  Emberiza  melanocephala  in  the  Isles  of 
Scilly  from  7th  to  22nd.  The  16  reports  of 
Wrynecks  Jynx  torquilla  were  also  all  in  the 
South.  More  generally  distributed  were  the 
dozen  records  of  Barred  Warblers  Sylvia 
nisoria,  another  dozen  Richard’s  Pipits 
Anthus  novaeseelandiae,  16  Icterine  Warblers 
Hippolais  icleiina,  three  Ortolan  Buntings 
Emberiza  hortulana  and  five  Red-breasted 
Flycatchers  Eicedula  paiva.  The  arrival  of  the 


17.  Pectoral  Sandpiper  Calidris  melanotos,  Flumberside,  September  1987  (Keith  Atkin) 
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18.  Hoopoe  Upupa  epops,  Kent,  September  1987  (Reg J.  Mellis) 


anticyclonic  easterly  weather  at  the  end  of 
the  month  brought  many  Yellow-browed 
Warblers  Phylloscopus  inomatus  mainly  to  the 
British  east  coast,  where  some  50  were 
reported,  with  singles  reaching  the  Isles  of 
Scilly,  Bardsey  Island  (Gwynedd)  and  in- 
land at  Upton  Warren  (Worcestershire). 

Wading  birds 

The  numbers  of  passage  waders  were  low, 
especially  inland,  in  spite  of  many  suitable 
feeding  areas,  but  notable  were  the  numbers 
of  Grey  Phalaropes  Phalaropus  fulicarius 
along  western  shores,  with  up  to  25  being 
seen  on  seawatches  during  periods  of 
strong  onshore  winds.  In  contrast,  Red- 
necked Phalaropes  P.  lobatus  were  all  found 
in  eastern  coastal  districts,  with  singles  in 


seven  localities,  apart  from  one  at  Tacum- 
shin  (Go.  Wexford).  Single  Dotterels  Char- 
adrius  morinellus  were  reported  from  ten 
localities  across  England  and  Ireland.  The 
two  juvenile  Black-winged  Stilts  Himantopus 
himantopus  from  Holme  (Norfolk)  spent  a 
week  at  Belvide  Reservoir  (Staffordshire) 
from  1st  to  7th;  subsequently  further  reports 
of  single  juveniles  came  from  South  Ferriby 
Gravel-pits  (Humberside)  on  13th  and  from 
Swallow  Pond,  Wallsend  (Tyne  & Wear),  on 
15th.  ( here  was  a Sharp-tailed  Sandpiper 
Calidris  acuminata  at  Sandwich  Bay  (Kent) 
from  4th  to  14th. 

The  predominantly  westerly  winds  did 
bring  a good  variety  of  Nearctic  waders,  the 
most  numerous  being  Pectoral  Sandpipers 
C.  melanotos  (plate  17),  with  25  being  found 


19.  Wilson’s  Phalarope  Phalaropus  tricolor , West  Sussex,  September  1987  (Tony  Croucher) 
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20  8c  21.  Little*  Kg  ret  Egretta  garzetta,  Dorset, 
September  1987  (/'  /?.  Boardman) 
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across  Britain  and  Ireland,  usually  singles, 
but  threes  together  at  Stithians  Reservoir 
(Cornwall)  aud  at  Lady’s  Island  Lake  (Co. 
Wexford).  Also  widely  distributed  were 
seven  reports  of  Wilson’s  Phalarope  Phalar- 
opus  tricolor  (plate  19),  but  the  six  Long- 
billed Dowitchers  Limnodromus  scolopaceus 
were  all  in  Ireland.  Other  species  found  were 
four  Buff-breasted  Sandpipers  Ttyngites  sub- 
ruficollis,  three  American  Golden  Plovers 
PI  Uriahs  dominica , three  Spotted  Sandpipers 
Actitis  macularia,  two  White-rumped  Sand- 
pipers Calidrisfuscicollis,  and  single  reports  of 
Baird’s  Sandpiper  C.  bairdii  and  Solitary 
Sandpiper  Tringa  solitaria.  The  increasing 
number  of  birdwatching  hides  has  increased 
the  numbers  of  crakes  recorded,  and  this 
month’s  exceptional  17  reports  of  Spotted 
Crake  Porzana  porzana  were  probably  all  seen 
from  hides.  More  obvious  were  six  Little 
Egrets  Egretta  garzetta  (plates  20-22),  all  in 
England. 

Wildfowl 

A flock  of  2,000  Brent  Geese  Branta  bemicla 
which  returned  for  the  winter  at  Strangford 
Lough  (Co.  Down)  contained  many  pairs 
with  three  or  four  young,  indicating  a good 
breeding  season.  Two  of  the  North 
American/Siberian  race  B.  b.  nigricans  were 
found  amongst  them  on  21st. 


22.  Little  Egret  Egretta  garzetta.  West  Sussex,  September  1987  (Tony  Croucher) 
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Small  flocks  of  Barnacle  Geese  B.  leucopsis 
were  reported  from  Ireland  and  Scotland 
with  the  arrival  of  the  cold  northerly  air  at 
the  end  of  the  month.  A White-billed  Diver 
Gavia  adamsii  was  also  found  at  Flamborough 
Head  (Humberside)  on  28th.  A total  of  nine 
Red-crested  Pochards  Netta  rufina  was  re- 
ported among  duck  flocks,  and  six  Blue- 
winged Teals  Anas  discors  were  recorded 
after  13th,  suggesting  an  influx  from  Amer- 
ica, but  only  three  of  these  were  in  the  West, 
the  others  being  in  the  East.  An  American 
Wigeon  .4.  americana  also  arrived  at  Bardsey 
Island  on  30th. 


Seabirds 

A feature  of  the  month  was  the  concentra- 
tion of  I .each’s  Petrels  Oceanodroma  leucorhoa 
in  the  Liverpool  Bay  area  of  the  Irish  Sea 
(plates  24-25).  Onshore  winds  from  l()th 
brought  them  close  inshore,  and,  on  14th, 
380  were  counted  at  the  Seaforth  Reserve 
(Merseyside),  274  at  Blackpool  (Lan- 
cashire), and  120  in  Heysham  Harbour 
(Lancashire).  On  the  previous  day,  243  had 
been  seen  at  Hilbre  Island  (Merseyside). 
The  small  number  of  sightings  from  Walney 
(Cumbria),  three  on  13th,  C’orsewell  Point 
(Dumfries  & Galloway),  eight  on  14th,  the 
Isle  of  Man,  two  on  14th,  and  South  Stack 
(Gwynedd),  seven  on  14th,  indicate  the 
limited  sea  area  covered  by  these  birds.  One 
was  found  inland,  at  Willen  Lake  (Bucking- 
hamshire) on  Kith,  and  also  five  more  much 
later,  on  27th,  three  being  on  West  Midland 
waters  and  the  other  two  at  Audenshaw 
Reservoir  (Greater  Manchester)  (plate  26). 
Earlier,  on  8th,  20  had  been  counted  on  a 
seawatch  from  Ramore  Head  (Co.  Antrim), 
when  a South  Polar  Skua  Stercorarius  maccor- 
rnicki  was  also  seen.  The  seawatches  in  this 
area  of  the  Irish  Sea  turned  up  a string  of 
surprises:  six  Storm  Petrels  Hydrobales 
pe/agicus  at  Blackpool  on  14th,  a Bulwer’s 
Petrel  Bulweria  bulwerii  at  Seaforth  Reserve 
on  19th,  a Wilson's  Petrel  Oceaniles  oceanicus 
at  Ramore  Head  on  24th,  Little  Shear- 
waters Pnffmus assimilis  at  Bardsey  on  5th,  the 
Isle  of  Man  on  14th,  and  six  at  South  Stack 
between  12th  and  15th,  and  a Black-browed 
Albatross  Diomedea  melanophris  also  at  South 
Stack  between  13th  and  27th.  Only  one 
Sooty  Shearwater  Pujfinus  griseus  was  re- 
ported in  this  area,  at  Blackpool  on  14th, 
and  57  at  Flamborough  Head  on  27th  was 
the  largest  count  in  the  North  Sea.  In 
Orkney,  350  were  recorded  on  9th,  but,  ofT 
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Ireland,  3,500  wrere  estimated  passing 
Bridges  of  Ross  (Co.  Clare)  on  12th.  A few 
Great  Shearwaters  P.  gravis  were  sighted  off 
Cornwall  in  the  first  week,  and  one  Cory’s 
Shearwater  Calonectris  diomedea , with  other 
singles  of  the  latter  seen  at  Portland  Bill  on 
13th  and  near  Fair  Isle  on  26th.  Fen  to  20 
Pomarine  Skuas  Stercorarius pomarinus  (plates 
23,  27-29)  were  present  all  month  at  Salt- 
fleetby  (Lincolnshire),  but  the  numbers  of 
skuas  seen  on  seawatches  was  down  com- 
pared w'ith  August.  Pomarine  Skuas  were 
seen  in  ones  and  twos  on  seven  watches, 
with  seven  Long-tailed  Skuas  .V.  longicaudus 
seen  as  singles  on  seven  others.  Sabine’s 
Gulls  Lams  sabini  became  unusually  com- 
mon inshore:  of  the  45  reported  sightings, 
25  were  on  seawfatches  in  the  Irish  Sea,  and 
one  was  found  inland  at  Pitsford  Reservoir 
(Northamptonshire).  The  concentration  of 
Little  Gulls  A.  minutus  in  County  Durham 
reached  152  on  9th,  and,  as  in  previous 
years,  Mediterranean  Gulls  L.  melanocephatus 
collected  at  Folkestone  (Kent),  where  16 
were  counted  on  5th,  with  seven  other 
reports  of  singles. 

The  four  Ring-billed  Gulls  L.  delawarensis 
and  the  Newcastle  Laughing  Gull  /..  atricilla 
were  probably  all  established  residents,  and 
a Bonaparte's  Gull  L.  Philadelphia  at  Brid- 
lington (Humberside)  on  19th  also  may  not 
have  been  a recent  transatlantic  vagrant. 
The  appearance  of  a Ross’s  Gull  Rhodostethia 
rosea  is  always  exciting  news,  and  one  was 
seen  at  Girdleness  (Grampian)  on  26th.  An 
obliging  Gull-billed  Tern  Gelochelidon  nilotica 
stayed  at  Plymouth  (Devon)  from  1st  to  12th 
and  another  was  seen  along  the  North 
Norfolk  coast  on  1st.  A Forster’s  Tern  Sterna 
forsteri  was  present  in  Co.  Wexford  all 
month,  and  two  others  were  seen  at  Rhyl 
(Clwyd)  on  19th.  Black  Terns  Chlidonias  niger 
(plates  30  & 31)  were  generally  scarce,  and 
only  three  White-winged  Black  Terns  C. 
leucopterus  were  seen. 
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September  reports 


23.  Pomarine  Skua  Stercorarius  pomarinus , 
Lincolnshire,  September  1987 
(Keith  Atkin) 


26.  Leach’s  Petrel  Oceanodroma  leucorhoa , Greater  Manchester,  September  1987  (R.  Travis) 


September  reports 
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27.  Pomarine  Skua  Stercorarius  pomarinus,  North  Yorkshire,  August  1987  (P.  /.  Dunn) 


28.  Pomarine  Skuas  Stercorarius  pomarinus,  Lincolnshire,  September  1987  (G.  P.  Cat  ley ) 
29.  Pomarine  Skua  Stercorarius  pomarinus , Lincolnshire,  August  1987  (,\/.  /.  Tarrant) 
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September  reports 


30  8c  31.  Juvenile  Black  Tern  Chlidonias  niger,  Merseyside,  September  1987  ( Steve  Young) 


32.  Black-necked  Grebe  Podiceps  nigricollis,  Gwent,  September  1987  ( Richard  G.  Smith) 


33.  Juvenile  Red-necked  Grebe  Podiceps  grisegena,  Lincolnshire,  August  1987  ( Keith  Atkin) 


Monthly  marathon 


Sponsored  by 


The  sixth  photograph  in  the  current  series  {Brit. 

Birds  80:  514,  plate  260)  must  have  provided  a 
psychological  problem  for  those  entrants  (17%) 
who  had  named  the  fifth  bird  (actually  a Black 
Redstart  Phoenicurus  ochruros ) as  Red-flanked 
Bluetail  Tarsiger  cyanurus.  They  either  had  to  admit 
to  themselves  that  they  had  made  a mistake 
last  time,  or  that,  this  time,  what  looked  so  like 
a Red-flanked  Bluetail  was  actually  something  else.  Perhaps  it  was  largely 
they  who  plumped  for  White-throated  Robin  Irania  gutturolis  as  an 
alternative  solution?  The  species  named  this  time  were: 


Red-flanked  Bluetail  Tarsiger  cyanurus 
White-throated  Robin  Irania  gutturalis 
Siberian  Rubythroat  l.uscinia  calliope 
Bluethroat  L.  svecica 

with  a few  votes  for  Robin  Erithacus  ruber ula,  Icterine  Warbler  Hippolais  icterina.  Garden 
Warbler  Sylvia  borin  and  American  Redstart  Setophaga  ruticilla. 

It  was  a Red-flanked  Bluetail,  photographed  in  the  USSR  in  autumn  by 
M.  A.  Omelko. 

Ola  Lindblad,  the  leading  competitor  (with  five  in  a row),  was  one  of 
those  who  named  the  sixth  bird  as  a White-throated  Robin.  Graham 
Walbridge,  however,  who  was  lying  second  (with  four  in  a row),  correctly 
named  this  Red-flanked  Bluetail.  He  now  has  another  five  to  go  before  he 
achieves  the  ten-in-a-row  sequence  which  will  win  him  a SUNBIRD 
holiday  in  Africa,  Asia  or  North  America.  There  is  now  a huge  bunch  of 
competitors  (all  on  just  one  right)  who  are  chasing  him,  and  doubtless 
hoping  that  he  will  make  a slip.  The  next  puzzle  picture  appears  on  page 
50.  Please  read  the  rules  carefully  before  sending  in  your  entry  . 


KITES 

1 . Only  current  individual  subscribers  to  British  Birds  are  eligible  to  take  part.  Only  one  entry  is  permitted 
per  person  each  month. 

2.  Entries  must  be  sent  by  post,  each  one  on  a separate  postcard,  and  be  received  at  the  British  Birds 
Editorial  Office  (Monthly  marathon,  Fountains,  Park  Lane,  Blunham,  Bedford  mk«  snj  by  15th  of 
succeeding  month.  Every  care  will  be  taken,  but,  even  if  negligence  is  involved,  no  responsibility  can  be 
accepted  for  non-delivery,  non-receipt  or  accidental  loss  of  entries. 

3.  All  ‘BB’  subscribers  are  eligible,  except  members  of  the  Editorial  Board  and  staff  of  British  Birds , Directors 
and  members  of  staff  of  SUNBIRD/W1NGS  Holidays,  and  Directors  and  members  of  staff  of  our 
printers,  Newnorth-Burt  Ltd.  (Members  of  ‘BB’  Notes  Panels,  the  Rarities  Committee,  and  other 
voluntary  contributors — including  bird-photographers,  even  if  one  of  their  photographs  is  used  in  the 
competition — are  eligible  unless  proscribed  above.) 

4.  To  win,  a British  Birds  subscriber  must  correctly  identify  the  species  shown  in  ten  consecutive 
photographs  included  in  this  competition.  The  ‘Monthly  marathon’  will  continue  until  the  prize  has 
been  won. 

5.  In  the  unlikely  event  of  two  or  more  BB’  subscribers  achieving  the  ten-in-a-row  simultaneously,  the 
competition  will  continue  each  month  until  one  of  them  (or  someone  else!)  achieves  a longer  run  of 
correct  entries  than  any  other  contestant. 

6.  In  the  event  of  any  dispute,  including  controversy  over  the  identity  of  any  of  the  birds  in  the 
photographs,  the  decision  of  the  Managing  Editor  of  British  Birds  is  final  and  binding  on  all  parties. 

7.  No  correspondence  can  be  entered  into  concerning  this  competition. 

8.  The  name  and  address  of  the  winner  will  be  announced  in  British  Birds. 
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Monthly  marathon 


34.  Second  ‘Monthly  marathon’  competition.  Photograph  number  9.  Identify  the  species. 
Rules  are  given  on  page  49.  Send  your  answer  on  a postcard  to  Monthly  Marathon,  Fountains, 
Park  Lane,  Blunham,  Bedford  MK44  3NJ,  to  arrive  by  29th  February  1988 

Recent  reports 


Compiled  by  Mark  Boyd 

This  summary  covers  the  period  1st  December  1987  to  3rd  January  1988 


Brent  Goose  Rranta  bemicla  of  race  nigricans, 
Cley  and  Blakeney  (Norfolk),  from  5th 
December. 

Red-breasted  Goose  R.  ruficollis,  near  Blake- 
ney, from  7th  December. 

Falcated  Duck  Anas  falcata,  male,  Thrapston 
Gravel-pit  (Northamptonshire),  from  12th 
December. 

Ring-necked  Duck  Aythya  collaris,  Timsbury 
Gravel-pits  (Hampshire),  from  13th  Decem- 
ber; Hawkridge  Reservoir  (Somerset),  up  to 
three  from  20th  December. 

Red  Kite  Milvus  milvus,  over  Impington 
(Cambridgeshire)  and  Blofield  (Norfolk), 
14th  December;  Colchester  (Essex),  21st 
December;  Sidcup  (Greater  London),  17th; 
Hanningfield  (Essex),  2nd  January. 

Little  Bustard  Textrax  tetrax,  near  Christ- 
church (Dorset),  from  1st  January. 
Mediterranean  Gull  Larus  melanocephalus. 
Chew  Valley  Lake  (Avon)  five  on  5th,  and 
singles  throughout;  Croxley  Green  (Hert- 
fordshire), adult  from  8th  December. 
Sabine’s  Gull  /,.  sabini,  Woolwich  (Greater 
London),  7th  December. 

Ring-billed  Gull  L.  delawarensis.  Chew  Val- 
ley Lake  (Avon),  throughout;  Roath  Park 
Lake  (South  Glamorgan)  from  5th  Decem- 


ber; Crosby  marina/Seaforth  nature  reserve 
(Merseyside),  two  or  three  throughout. 
Iceland  Gull  L.  glaucoides , Crosby  marina/ 
Seaforth  nature  reserve  from  13th  Decem- 
ber; Banff  Bay  (Grampian),  from  25th  Dec- 
ember, where  individual  of  Nearctic  race 
kumlieni  also  present  from  27th. 

Ross’s  Gull  Rhodostethia  rosea , Seaforth  nat- 
ure reserve,  3rd  January. 

Forster’s  Tern  Sterna  forsteri , Penmon, 
Anglesey  (Gwynedd),  several  dates  up  to  at 
least  28th  December. 

Richard’s  Pipit  Anthus  novaeseelandiae.  Sand- 
wich Bay  (Kent),  7th- 1 3th,  December. 
Short-toed  Lark  Calandrella  brachydactyla, 
Aldbrough  (Humberside),  1 7th-2 1st  Decem- 
ber. 

Blyth’s  Reed  Warbler  Ac  rocephalus  dumetor- 
um,  Ouse  Washes  (Cambridgeshire)  from 
November  to  7th  December,  well-watched 
warbler  believed  to  be  this  species. 

Pallas’s  Warbler  Phylloscopus  proregulus , 
Climping  (West  Sussex),  6th  December. 
Great  Grey  Shrike  Lanius  excubitor,  Budby 
Common  (Nottinghamshire),  from  2nd  Dec- 
ember; Rauceby  Common  (Lincolnshire), 
from  8th  December;  Woodbury  Common 
(Devon)  from  19th  December. 


SEW  V LV  A 187  vears  as  °pt,cal  spec|al,sts 

Unrivalled  Experience  Advice  & Service 


established  1800ad 


SPOTTING  SCOPES 


BINOCULARS 


Merlin  25  x 60 

£89.00 
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8 x 20  B £176.00 

10  x 25  B £191.00 
8 x 30  BGAT  £355.00 
10  x 40  BGAT  £430.00 


mm 


LEITZ 


8 x 20  BC 
10  x 25  BC 
8 x 40  BC 


£224.00 
£234.00 
£468.00  . 

. D249 


fill 


tactvW  \\  , 

376  & 236  3206 
iverpool  L2  3PT 


ORNITHOLIDAYS 
1988 


MEMBER  OF  THE  ASSOCIATION  OF 
BRITISH  TRAVEL  AGENTS 


Holidays  Organised 
by  Birdwatchers  for  Birdwatchers 

Twenty-three  years’  service  to  birdwatchers  & naturalists 
Programme  will  include: 


Jamaica 

Kenya 

Okavango  Delta 

Ethiopia 

Etosha 

Morocco 

The  Seychelles 

N.  India  & the  Himalayas 

Tiger  Special  - India 


Malawi 

Tanzania 

Vancouver  & the  Rockies 

The  Galapagos 

Thailand 

Jordan 

Israel 

Turkey 

Cyprus 


N.  E.  Greece 
Yugoslavia 
Lake  Neusiedl 
The  Camargue 
The  Roussillon 
S.  W.  Spain 
Majorca 
Andorra 

Spanish  Pyrenees 


Write  or  ’phone  for  a brochure  to: 

LAWRENCE  G.  HOLLOWAY 

ORNITHOLIDAYS 

DEPT.  2,  1-3  VICTORIA  DRIVE,  BOGNOR  REGIS,  WEST  SUSSEX,  P021  2PW 
Tel:  0243821 230  (D273)  ATOL  LICENCE  No.  743 


MEMBER 


YOUR 

GUARANTEE 


\lll 


ERYRI 

BIRDS 


Come  and  stay  with  us  in 
SOUTHERN  SPAIN 
during  the  Spring  Migration 
MARCH  - MAY  1988 
A new  idea  in  Birding  Holiday 
AT  A NEW  PRICE 


Send  for  Brochure  now! 

ERYRI  BIRDS 
21  Britannia  Street 
Llanllechid,  Nr  Bangor 
Gwynedd  LL57  3EW 
Tel:  0248  600167 

(D263) 


1988  TURKISH  BIRDWATCHING 


We  are  the  Turkey  & Greece  specialists 
operating  tours  throughout  the  season  in 
these  countries.  We  offer  exclusive  small 
group  tours. 

CENTRAL  & SOUTHERN  TURKEY 

18  days  May  • £930.00 
EASTERN  TURKEY 
19  days  May,  June,  August  • £975.00 
NORTH  TURKEY  & N.  GREECE 
16  days  August  • £795.00 
CENTRAL  TURKEY  & BOSPHORUS 
MIGRATION 
18  days  September  • £930.00 
BOSPHORUS  MIGRATION 
1 1 days  September  • £685.00 
HUNGARY  IN  MAY 
with  the  Hungarian  Ornithological  Society 
£559 

CHRIS  L.  SLADE 

8 The  Grange,  Elmdon  Park,  Solihull, 

West  Midlands  B92  9EL.  ST 

Tel:  021-742  5420/021-705  5535.  £ 

Telex:  337000  JBSOL  £ 

Agents  for  Regent  Holidays  (U.K.)  Ltd. 

IATA,  ABTA,  ATOL  856 


Cygnus  Wildlife 


January  - May  1988 

THAILAND  17  days  El 275  9-25  February 
NORTHERN  INDIA  19  days  £1190  20  February-9  March 
VENEZUELA  17  days  £1540  3-19  March 
TIGER  SPECIAL  17  days  £1350  19  March-4  April 
TEXAS  17  days  £1075  28  March-13  April 
ZIMBABWE  16  days  £1690  4-19  April 
CYPRUS  15  days  £650  6-20  April 
JORDAN  15  days  £895  7-21  April 

Other  1988  departures  to  Nepal,  Camargue,  Austria,  USSR,  Hungary, 
Pyrenees,  Arizona,  Argentina,  Kenya,  Bhutan,  Galapagos  Islands, 
Cambia,  Ethiopia  and  Falkland  Islands. 

For  further  information  contact:  Cygnus  Wildlife  Holidays, 

96  Fore  Street,  Kingsbridge,  S.  Devon. 

Telephone:  0548  6178.  Telex:  45772.  (D276) 
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Leading  specialists  in  high  quality 

BINOCULARS  - TELESCOPES 

Select  from  the  World's  finest  Optical  instruments 
ZEISS  (WEST)  • LEITZ  • HABICHT  • NIKON 
OPTOLYTH  • KOWA  • SWIFT 
HARTMANN  • ADLERBLICK  • BRESSER 
BAUSCH  & LOMB  • BUSHNELL  • OPTICRON 
ZEISS  (EAST)  • MIRADOR  • SLIK  TRIPODS 


Widerange- 
Top  quality-  § 
Discount  prices 

* We  now  have  our  own 
conservation  area  of  2%  acres 
of  young  woodland,  and  a 
large  pool  to  increase  your 
enjoyment  of  a visit  to  our 
showroom. 

FREE  PARKING 


Open  Mon  Sat  10am  — 5pm 
FREE  E&OE 


Write  or  phone  NOW  for  current  prices!  mailorder 

Church  Lane.  Corley.  Coventry  CY7  8BA  | 0676-40501 


NATURETREK 

WALKING  WILDLIFE  HOLIDAYS 

BHUTAN 

21  days  birding  in  the  pristine  forests  of  this  | 
last  Shangri-la  £2,390 

KASHMIR 

23  days  in  the  spectacular  and  wildly  con- 
trasting habitats  of  Kashmir  & Lad- 
akh £1,390 

NEPAL 

A choice  of  4 fine  birding  treks  in  a mag- 
nificent mountain  kingdom  from  £1,490 

PLUS 

INDONESIA  - ETHIOPIA  • KENYA 
MOROCCO  TANZANIA  -GALAPAGOS 

LED  BY  THE  BEST  IN  THEIR  FIELD! 

For  a Naturetrek  brochure  contact: 

ALL  SAINTS  PASSAGE 
100  WANDSWORTH  HIGH  STREET 
LONDON  SW18  4LE 
TEL:  01-870  4814 

(D244) 


British  Birds 

is  most  grateful  to  those 
companies  which  support 
the  magazine  by  their 
sponsorship: 

Sponsors  of 
the 

Rarities  Committee 


Sponsors  oj 
‘ Monthly 
marathon  ’ 

Christopher  Helm  Sponsors  of 

and  'Bird. 

Collins  "T*  Photograph 

of  the  Year  ’ 

Sponsors  of 
'Bird 

Illustrator  oj 

the  Year'  ~ telescopes 


ZEISS 

West  Germany 
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Classified  Advertisements 

All  advertisements  must  be 

PREPAID 

and  sent  to 

British  Birds  Advertising 
Fountains,  Park  Lane,  Blunham, 
Bedford  MK44  3NJ. 

Telephone  0621  815085 

Rates 

(including  15%  VAT) 

£2.10  a line — average  of  6 words 

£8.00  a centimetre — 

min.  2 centimetres 

Box  Number  counts  as  2 words  is 

£1.00  extra  per  insertion 

Replies  should  be  sent  to  the 

above  address 

Series  Discounts 

3 insertions  for  the  price  of  2 
6 insertions  for  the  price  of  4 


Copy  Date 
5th  of  month 
preceding  publication 

Please  post  early 
to  avoid  disappointment. 

HOLIDAY  ACCOMMODATION 
ENGLAND 

CLEY.  Attractive  house  in  village,  four  bed- 
rooms, large  garden,  garage,  c.h.  Available  all 
year.  Details  from  Mrs  E.  Album,  47  Lyndale 
Avenue,  London  NVV2.  Tel:  01-431  2942. 

(BB348) 

CHARLTON.  HOUSE  HOTEL,  Dawlish.  A A/ 
RAC  two  star.  Excellent  food.  Exe  Estuary  and 
Dawlish  Warren.  Dawlish  86.3260.  (BB162) 

NR  MINSMERE,  delightful  converted  barn. 
Sleeps  6-7.  Fully  equipped  & linen  provided. 
Turner,  Vine  Cottage,  The  Street,  Middleton, 
Saxmundham.  Tel:  Westleton  208  after  6 pm. 

(BB170) 

ISLES  OF  SCILLY,  Mincarlo  Guest  House,  St. 
Mary’s.  Superbly  situated  in  own  grounds  over- 
looking the  harbour.  Write  to:  Colin  Duncan  or 
Tel:  0720  22513.  (BB128) 

NR.  NTH  NFK  RESERVES  Licensed  Guest 
House  run  by  birders  for  birders.  Jean  & Tony 
Bellars,  Haydn  House,  Avenue  Road,  Hunstan- 
ton. Tel:  331 15.  1BB272) 

NR  MINSMERE.  Bed  and  breakfast  at  16th  c. 
moated  farmhouse  in  peaceful  country  setting. 
Hill  House, Sibton.  Tel:  Yoxford  662.  (BB393) 

LAKE  DISTRICT.  Ivy  House,  Hawkshead,  Nr 
Ambleside.  Small  family  run  hotel,  sensibly 
priced.  Telephone  David  or  Jane  Vaughan  for 
brochure  on  096  66  204.  (BB407) 


15TH  C.  COACHING  INN  midway  Ross/ 
Hereford  amidst  gentle  wooded  hills,  two  fields 
from  River  Wye.  A comfortable  and  informal 
place  with  pepper  emphasis  on  real  food,  real 
ales  and  civilised  prices.  Log  fire’s.  C.H.  15 
bedrooms  inc.  four  poster,  all  en-suite,  tea/ 
coffee,  colour  T.V.,  Radio,  Hair  Dryers,  Trouser 
Presses  etc.,  Egon  Ronay,  Relais  Routier,  R.T.B. 
Three  Crowns,  A. A.  and  R.A.C.BB.  Charming 
self  catering  cottage  also  available.  Apply 
the  Green  Mann  Inn,  Fownhope,  Here- 
ford. Tel:  (0432  77)  243.  (BB264) 

ISLES  OF  SCILLY,  The  Wheelhouse,  St. 
Marys.  Licensed  Guest  House.  Open  all 
year  round,  good  food  and  comfortable 
surroundings  next  to  the  log  count  venue. 
Tel:  0720  22719.  (BB329) 

CETTI’S  WARBLER,  Ring-bills  at  Radipole 
Nature  Reserve;  migrations  at  Portland  Bill. 
B&B  or  self-catering  accommodation  in  superb 
surroundings  at  edge  of  Fleet  Nature  Reserve, 
Weymouth,  Dorset.  Home  cooking.  Warm  wel- 
come. Mrs  Mowlam,  6 Fleet  Lane,  Chickerell, 
Weymouth,  Dorset  DT3  4DF.  (0305) 
772268.  (BB404) 

MINSMERE  12  miles.  BB  or  BB&E 
meals.  Excellent  farmhouse  cooking  with 
friendly  atmosphere.  Daily  or  weekly  rates. 
Tel:  Ubbeston  (098683)  235  for  reserva- 
tions. (BB312) 

NORTH  NORFOLK,  BINHAM.  Comfortable 
cottage,  garage,  garden,  sleeps  4.  Pets  welcome. 
Open  all  year.  Tel:  032875  539.  (BB354) 

WELLS,  NORFOLK  B&B.  (Tourist  Board 
recommended.)  H.&C.,  Tea  and  Coffee  facilities 
and  TVs  in  all  rooms.  Sylvia  Strong,  The 
Cobblers  (0328)  710155.  (BB359) 

UNPARALLELED  LOCATION  N/Norfolk 
coast,  2 chalets,  2 flats,  CH.  available  all  year. 
Sea  views,  adj.  Nat.  Trust  woodland.  Riding, 
Golf,  R/station.  Brochure:  Monksmead  Country 
House,  West  Runton,  Cromer,  Norfolk  NR27 
9LU.  Tel:  West  Runton  (026  375)  265.  (BB347) 

ISLES  OF  SCILLY — Seaview  Moorings,  St. 
Mary’s.  Personal  service  from  resident 
proprietors,  Tony  and  Linda.  Overlooking 
harbour,  close  to  quay  and  town — licensed — in- 
room tea  and  coffee  making  facilities — extensive 
breakfast  menu — pets  welcome.  SAE  for  details 
or  telephone  Tony  or  Linda  Dingley  on  0720 
22327.  (BB360) 

COUNTRY  COTTAGES  between  Alnwick  & 
Belford  sleep  up  to  6.  Fully  equipped,  self- 
catering, available  throughout  the  year.  Well 
placed  for  Holy  Island  & Fame  Islands,  Cheviot 
Hills  and  many  places  of  natural  beauty.  S.A.E.: 
Lady  Gadsden,  606  Gilbert  House,  Barbican, 
London  EC2Y8BD.  Tel:  01 -638 9968.  (BB303) 

OLD  HUNSTANTON,  NORFOLK.  Overlook- 
ing the  Wash.  Fully  equipped  holiday  cottages, 
col  I"V,  gas  CH.  Close  beach,  available  all  year. 
Mrs  Lindsay,  4 Marks  Road,  Warlingham,  Sur- 
rey CR3  9SH.  Pel:  Upper  Warlingham  (088-32) 
2013.  (BB302) 
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SALT  HOUSE.  Modernised  cottage  overlook- 
ing marshes.  Sleeps  4/6.  S.a.e.  Baker,  35  Porson 
Road,  Cambridge  CB2  2ET.  (BB425) 

SCILLY  ISLES.  Holiday  flat.  Details  0720 
22935.  (BB424) 

N.  W.  NORFOLK.  Luxury  S/C  Hat  in  Country 
House.  All  mod.  cons,  inch  stairlift.  Sleeps  4. 
Tel:  Docking  (04858)  365.  (BB420) 

EXMOOR.  Peaceful  s/catering  c/heated  holiday 
homes  in  National  Trust  Village.  Marshes, 
woods  and  moorland — rich  in  birdlife.  Reduced 
spring/autumn  terms.  Open  all  year.  Stamp  to 
Sheila  Wright,  Pack  Horse,  Allerford,  nr  Mine- 
head.  Tel:  0643  862475.  (BB305) 

FARM  COTTAGES  between  Holy  Island,  The 
Fames  and  Cheviots.  Comfortable,  well  equip- 
ped. Mrs  Nixon,  Swinhoe,  Belford,  Northumber- 
land. Tel:  06683  370.  (BB285) 

CLEY.  3 Quality  cottages  (sleep  4,  6 and  6+2). 
Quiet.  Comfortable.  Excellent  value.  Brochure: 
(0353)  740770.  (BB287) 

HOLY  ISLAND.  2-bed  house,  sleeps  4/6.  C.H. 
well-equipped.  Tel:  06614  2345.  (BB330) 


EXMOOR  for  country  and  animal  lovers.  Farm- 
house accommodation,  bed  and  breakfast  and 
evening  meal,  or  self-catering  cottage.  Details 
from:  French,  Brendon  Barton,  Lynton,  Devon. 
Tel:  059  87  201.  (BB387) 


LANDS  END.  17th  century  farmhouse.  S/C.  2 
bedrooms:  sleeps  7 + cot.  Pets  welcome.  Colour 
TV',  linen  provided,  elec  included.  '/♦  mile 
airport  for  Scilly  Isles.  From  £90  p.w.  Brochure 
(0736  871242.  (BB383) 


77. r Beautiful  Georgian  Hotel 

r ItlL  Eicclknt  Food  & Accommodaooo 

L/WNS  Holt,  Norfolk. 

Hm  AA(°263)  713390  RAC 
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FARM  COTTAGES  between  Lindisfame  Re- 
serve and  The  Fames.  Comfortable  and  well 
equipped.  Sorry  no  pets.  Brochure:  Mr  J. 
McNish.  Outchester  Farm,  Belford,  Northum- 
berland. Tel:  066  83  336.  (BB386) 


r Churehwood 
Valley 

South  Devon 

Self-Catering 

Holiday  Cabins 

BIRDS  - ARE  YOU  INTERESTED? 

100  acres  of  Woodland  and  Coastal  Preservation 
Area,  listed  as  of  Outstanding  natural  beauty  and 
frequently  referred  to  in  handbooks  on  bird  life.  A 
protected  area  of  varied  habitat,  other  Spnng 
Autumn  migration  points  are  within  easy  reach 
together  with  bird  sanctuaries  of  Devon  and  Corn- 
wall. Nature  conservation  can  succeed,  we  have 
built  a number  of  quality  log  cabins  in  this  peaceful, 
wooded  valley  The  cabins  have  bird  tables,  nest 
boxes  and  large  view  picture  windows  (the  birds  can 
watch  the  people  inside!)  Yes,  they  have  central 
heating  and  colour  TV.  in  fact  are  very  comfortable, 
they  have  to  be  for  birdwatching  families  to  enjoy  a 
relaxing  holiday  There  is  a licensed  shop,  riding 
stables,  launderette  and  good  walks,  sailing  Dart- 
moor National  Park  and  the  City  of  Plymouth  are 
near  at  hand  We  are  AA  listed  and  Tourist  Board 
graded  May  we  send  you  our  brochure? 

Churehwood,  Wembury  Bay, 

Nr  Plymouth,  Devon  PL9  0DZ 
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Tel:  (0752)  862382  (24  hr) 


(BB375) 


COTTAGES  GALORE.  We  have  some  200 
delightful  cottages  in  all  parts  of  Britain.  A great 
variety  of  individual  properties,  all  inspected. 
Prices  £20  to  £50  per  person  per  week.  Get  our 
free  colour  brochure:  Amaro  Cottage  Holidays, 
22  High  Street,  Alton.  Hampshire  GU34  I BN. 
Tel:  0420  88892.  (BB399) 

GARA  MILL,  Slapton.  Comfortable,  warm  self- 
catering Cedar  Lodges  carefully  sited  in  four 
acres  overlooking  river  and  woods.  2 C.H.  flats  in 
16th  c.  commill  available  all  year.  Sleeps  2-6. 
Dogs  welcome.  For  brochure  ring  Stoke  Fleming 
(0803)  770295.  (BB394) 

HOLME-NEXT-SEA,  NORFOLK.  B&B  even- 
ing meal.  Open  all  year.  Overlooks  reserve. 
Traditional  Cottage,  friendly  welcome.  048  525 
317.  (BB396) 

•ORCHARD  HOUSE’,  Thornham,  Norfolk. 
B/B  and  S/C.  048  526  259.  (BB417) 


WELLS  NEXT  THE  SEA.  Central  for  Cley  and 
Titchwell  Reserves.  Warm  welcome.  B&B/EM 
optional.  Guests’  lounge  with  tea  and  coffee 
facilities.  Guest  House  Diploma  Award.  Pets 
welcome.  Mrs  Court,  Eastdene,  Northfield  Lane. 
Tel:  0328  7 10381.  (BB410) 

BLAKENEY — we  offer  comfort,  warmth,  bed 
and  breakfast,  own  bathroom  and  sitting  room. 
Tel:  Cley  740876.  (BB409) 

PAGHAM.  Comfortable  beach  bungalow. 
'Sleeps  6.  Backing  reserve.  Superb  birding!  Fully 
equipped.  No  pets.  Tel:  090341693.  (BB395) 

CLEY — 6 miles.  Flint  cottage  sleeps  2.  Cot 
available.  SAE:  Mrs  Hampshire,  Riverbank, 
Hunworth,  Melton  Constable,  Norfolk.  Tel:  Holt 
3891.  (BB397) 


SCOTLAND 

SPEY  VALLEY,  beautiful  secluded  informal 
country  hotel,  2 miles  from  village  of  Can-bridge. 
Excellent  Birdwatching  amidst  Moorland, 
Forest,  River  and  Lakes.  Home  cooking,  full 
central  heating,  drying  room.  Ospreys  and 
Crested  Tits  local.  Hotel  geared  to  Birdwatchers 
and  their  families.  Terms  £90.00  per  week  D/B/ 
B.  Brochure  from  Maureen  and  Larry  Taulbut, 
The  Old  Manse  Hotel,  Can-bridge,  Inverness- 
shire.  Tel:  (047  984)  278.  A warm  welcome 
guaranteed.  (BB430) 

GALLOWAY.  Hills,  lochs,  forests  and  sea. 
Speciality,  birds  of  prey  and  waterfowl.  High 
quality  self-catering  houses,  cottages,  flats.  De- 
tails send  30p  stamp  to:  G.  M.  Thomson  & Co, 
27  King  Street,  Castle  Douglas.  (BB334) 
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ISLE  OF  MULL.  A stable  converted  into  2 
warm  comfortable  flats.  Frachadil  Farm,  Cal- 
gary. Tel:  068  84  265  or  (0573)  24852.  (BB370) 

ISLE  OF  MULL,  Torosay  Castle,  Craignure. 
Golden  eagles  often  seen  in  the  area.  20  species 
in  the  garden  and  over  200  recorded  on  the 
island.  Mull  is  a paradise.  Gardens  open  year- 
round.  Castle  1 May-30  Sept.  One  flat  and  one 
cottage  to  let.  Special  monthly  winter  terms.  For 
terms  apply:  The  Secretary.  Tel:  06802 
421.  (BB140) 

ISLE  OF  ISLAY.  Comfortable  isolated  bunga- 
low. Eagles,  Choughs.  Tel:  Turner  0496  2140. 

(BB322) 

SHIELING  HOTEL  (under  new  management) 
Coldingham  Bay,  Eyemouth  TD14  5PA.  In  the 
St  Abbs  Nature  Reserve  area,  we  offer  comfort- 
able accommodation  and  good  home  cooking. 
For  more  information  write  or  tel.  08907  71216. 

(BB125) 

17th  CENTURY  CHARACTER  COTTAGES 

in  picturesque  setting,  fantastic  views.  Sleeps  2- 
12.  Self-catering.  2 miles  Symonds  Yat  with 
peregrines,  buzzards.  Open  fires  & central 
heating.  AA  recommended.  H.  Smith,  Old  Kilns, 
Howie  Hill,  Ross-on-Wye.  Tel:  0989  62051. 

(BB332) 

THE  HOTEL,  Isle  of  Colonsay,  Argyll  PA61 
7YP.  Demi-pension  (Private  bath)  from  £27.50. 
Details,  brochures,  map  (bird  list  on  request). 
Tel:  09512  316.  (BB209) 

CAIRNGORMS- - Nethybridge  near  Aviemore. 
Choice  of  unique  converted  smithy,  hay  loft, 
cottages  and  bungalows.  Very  comfortable,  well 
furnished,  central  heating  and  col.  TV  from  £80- 
£285  pw.  Mrs  C.  Patrick,  Chapelton  Place, 
Forres.  Tel:  0309  72505.  (BB362) 

SCOTTISH  BORDERS,  DUNS.  Comfortable 
friendly  home  on  edge  of  small  country  town. 
Central  for  birdwatching  and  most  outdoor 
activities.  Within  easy  reach  of  major  routes, 
historic  towns,  coastlines,  Lammermuir  and 
Cheviot  Hills.  B&B  £9.  EM  on  request.  Mrs  M. 
Watson.  Tel:  0361  82211/2.  (BB406) 

ISLAY,  GEESE.  Warm  cottages  sleep  8,  7 or  2. 
Lady  Wilson,  Ancala,  Port  Charlotte.  Tel: 
289.’  (BB400) 

ISLE  OF  MULL.  Lochdon.  Well  equipped 
cottage.  Sleeps  4-6.  Electricity  included.  Fishing 
by  arrangement.  Auchnacraig,  Lochdon,  Isle  of 
Mull.  Tel:  06802486.  (BB401) 

ISLE  OF  ISLAY,  HEBRIDES.  Five  superbly 
equipped  cottages,  open  throughout  year.  Per- 
fect situation  with  views,  minutes  to  charming 
village.  Short  drive  to  R.S.P.B.  reserve  at 
Gruinart.  Brochure:  Mrs  Sarah  Roy,  l.orgba 
Holiday  Cottages,  Port  Charlotte,  Isle  of  Islay, 
Argyll.  Tel:  049  685/208.  (BB398) 
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We  have  over  500  furnished  cottages/ 
wooden  chalets  scattered  throughout 
Scotland. 

Why  not  send  for  our  FREE  colour 
brochure.  Write,  enclosing  a 1st  class 
stamp  to:  HOLIDAY  COTTAGES 
(SCOTLAND)  LTD.,  Thorncroft, 
Lilliesleaf,  Roxburghshire  TD6  9JD. 


Telephone:  (083  57)  481-485.  (BB367) 


OSPREY  VISITORS  to  Loch  Garten?  Locheil 
GH  offers  BB:  £8.50;  DBB  £13  or  self-eater 
Cottage  (sleeps  6)  rental  £20  nightly,  and  Chalet 
(sleeps  4).  £15  nightly.  For  details  plus  walks, 
slide-talks,  films,  local  activities,  write:  Locheil, 
Boat  of  Garten,  Inverness-shire.  Tel:  047  983 
603.  (BB419) 


HIGHLAND  BIRD-LIFE:  IN  DEPTH 

A week  with  us  . . . and  you’ll  gain  an  unimaginable 
insight  into  our  beautiful,  varied  land — its  wild 
mountains,  swift  rivers,  numerous  species  of  birds 
and  other  wildlife — all  at  its  best  in  Spring  and 
Autumn.  You’ll  be  part  of  a small  friendly  group, 
driven  daily  by  our  guide  to  a different  area,  eg 
Torridon  Mountains,  Cromarty  Firth  Conservation 
Area,  Handa  Bird  Island.  Then  we  walk.  Each  night 
you  return  to  our  log  fire  comfort  and  good 
“Taste  of  Scotland”  food.  Join  us  this  Spring 
or  Autumn. 

Coul  House  Hotel,  Contin,  Ross-shire  IV 14  9EY 
Tel:  (0997)  21487 

(BB4I5) 

ISLE  OF  MULL.  A small  guest  house  and  farm 
in  lovely  countryside  a mile  from  Dervaig  village. 
2 miles  from  coast.  I he  best  of  home  cooking  in 
the  Highland  tradition.  Write  to  Jenny  Matthew, 
Ardrioch,  Dervaig,  Isle  of  Mull,  or  tel:  068  84 
264.  (BB392) 


ISLE  OF  ISLAY,  Lochside  Hotel.  Situated  on 
the  edge  of  Loch  Indaal.  Birdwatching  all  the 
year  round.  Superb  2 star  accommodation  with 
full  central  heating.  All  rooms  have  private 
bathroom  or  shower  with  wash  hand  basin, 
colour  TV,  radio,  telephone  & tea/coflee  making 
facilities.  Fully  licensed.  Brochure  & tariff  from 
Norman  or  Elaine  Osborne,  Lochside  Hotel, 
Bowmore,  Isle  of  Islay,  Argyll  PA43  7LB.  Tel: 
Bowmore  (049-681 ) 244/265.  (BB168) 


ELLARY  ESTATE— MOST  ATTRACTIVE 

choice  of  self-catering  cottages  and  chalets 
situated  on  the  shores  of  Loch  Caolisport.  While 
you  are  at  Ellary  you  are  free  to  go  wherever  you 
please.  There  are  hill  walks,  many  lochs  and 
burns  where  you  can  fish,  numerous  wildlife, 
birds,  flowers,  etc.  The  perfect  location  for  the 
true  country  lover.  For  full  colour  brochure 
please  write  to:  The  Booking  Office,  Ellary  7, 
Lochgilphead,  Argy  ll  PA31  8PA.  T el:  08808  232/ 
209  or 054685  223.  ’ (BB390) 
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SPEY  VALLEY.  Can-bridge  Area,  luxury  cara- 
van. Shower,  toilet,  quiet  private  site.  £125.00 
per  week  inclusive.  Tel:  047  984  278.  (BB43 1 ) 

ISLE  OF  RAASAY,  by  Skye.  Quiet  island  ideal 
for  hillwalking,  fishing  and  birdwatching.  Splen- 
did views  of  Skye  mountains,  etc.  New  friendly 
hotel  offers  modern  comforts  and  good  food. 
Daily  car  ferries  from  Skye.  Contact  Isle  of 
Raasay  Hotel,  Raasay,  Kyle  IV40  8PB.  Tel:  047 
862  222  or  226.  (BB433) 


WALES 

HEART  OF  WALES  farm  and  country  holi- 
days. A group  of  friends  offer  farmhouse,  self- 
catering accommodation  amidst  four  bird  re- 
serves, stamp  for  brochure.  Lower-Gwestydd, 
Newtown,  Powys  SY 1 6 3AY.  (BB271) 

POST  HOUSE  HOTEL.  Dale,  Pembrokeshire. 
Small  friendly  licensed  hotel,  close  to  the  islands 
of  Skomer,  Skokholm  and  the  Gann  Estuary.  7 
rooms  (two  en-suites)  showers  in  most,  all  hot 
and  cold.  Residents  lounge,  plus  large  conserva- 
tory. Open  all  year.  Terms.  Tel:  06465  201. 

(BB84) 

TREGARON.  Cambrian  Coffee  Shoppe.  Home 
cooking.  B&B,  £7.  Em,  £3.50.  Tel:  Mrs  Knight, 
097  44  637  (BB.349) 

ANGLESEY.  Excellent  Sea  watching,  Waders, 
Wildfowl  and  Breeders.  Residential  centre,  ideal 
for  Club  or  Group  field  trips.  Local  information 
and  advice.  Ian  Wright,  Outdoor  Alternative, 
Rhoscolyn,  Holyhead  LL65  2NQ.  Tel:  0407 
860469.  (BB352) 

LLEYN  SNOWDONIA.  Period  stone  cottages. 
Sleep  5-8.  TV.  Open  fires,  inch  12  acre  SSSI 
lake,  forest  walks,  fishing.  Pets.  Brochure.  Glas- 
fryn  Estate,  rir  Pwllheli.  Tel:  0766 

810203.  (BB405) 

MILTON  MANOR  HOTEL,  nr  Tenby,  Pem- 
brokeshire. Tel:  064  67  398.  In  7 secluded  acres 
near  National  Park,  estuary  and  coast  path.  26 
bedrooms  most  en-suite,  6 with  self-catering 
terms.  Licensed  restaurant.  Central 
heating.  (BB418) 

SOUTH  STACK.  Holyhead.  Tan-y-Cytiau 
Country  Guest  House.  Dinner/bed/breakfast. 
Home  cooking,  fresh  produce.  Views  over  cliffs. 
Tel:  Keating,  0407  2763.  Also  self-catering  cot- 
tage available.  (BB403) 

ANGLESEY.  Superb  beachside  hotel  with  mag- 
nificent views.  Ideal  centre  for  bird  watchers  and 
botanists  in  area  noted  for  its  lakes,  reserves  and 
coastline  of  outstanding  beauty.  Come  to  High- 
ground'  AA/RAC  listed,  licensed,  for  warm 
welcome,  excellent  food  and  accommodation. 
Brochure:  Mrs  Karen  Hayter.  Highground. 
Ravenspoint  Road.  Trearddur  Bay,  Gwynedd 
LL.65  2YY.  Tel:  0407  860078.  (BB432) 


CHANNEL  ISLES 

SARK:  discover  the  wildlife  and  birds  of  Sark, 
one  of  the  smaller  and  quieter  of  the  Channel 
Islands.  Self-catering  accommodation  in  a mod- 
ern Sark  cottage  sleeping  6.  Please  send  for 
coloured  brochure  to  — Duncan  Spence,  La 
Heche,  Sark,  Channel  Isles.  (BB203) 


OVERSEAS 

CAMARGUE,  SOUTH  OF  FRANCE.  Cottage 
on  farm  and  house  in  village.  Rogers  Mas 
d’Auphan,  Le  Sainbuc,  13200  Arles.  Tel:  (01033) 
90989041  or  0327  842770.  (BB356) 

S.E.  SPAIN,  waders  galore,  luxury  house.  Sleeps 
3.  Adjacent  salt-pans,  convenient  and  cheap. 
Tel:  0233  28547.  (BB346) 


AUSTRALIA 

Queensland,  spend  a few  days 
birdwatching  at  Cassowary  House, 
in  the  rainforest  nr.  Cairns. 

Good  accommodation  and  guiding. 

John  Squire,  Box  252,  Kuranda  4872, 
Australia,  or  brochure  only. 

c/o  Hayescroft,  Grant  Lane, 
Wincanton  BA9  9LY. 

(BBI93) 


DISCOVER 
ALGONQUIN  PARK 
and 

STAY  WITH  US 

Excellent  Accommodation 
and  Breakfast  Room. 

Bird  and  Moose  sightings 
very  good  in  May. 

ALGONQUIN  EAST 
GATE  MOTEL 

Box  193,  Whitney,  Ontario 
KOJ  2MO  Canada 

(613)  637-2652  (BB427) 


BIRD  WA  TCHING  HO  LI  DA  YS 

NORTHERN  WILDLIFE.  Spring  and  autumn 
birdwatching  holidays  organised  and  led  by 
experts.  Comfortable  licensed  guest  house  over- 
looking the  spectacular  Kyle  of  Tongue.  Enjoy 
the  unrivalled  scenery  of  the  north  coast.  Day 
excursions  to  see  resident  Highland  specialities, 
rare  seabirds,  divers,  seaducks,  migrants  etc.  For 
brochure  and  details  contact:  Northern  Wildlife, 
Lundies,  Tongue,  Sutherland.  Tel:  084-755 
256.  ' (BB391 ) 
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1988  Seawatches 

June  The  Norwegian  Fjords  to  the  North 

Cape  £1175 

Sept  Pelagic  Seawatch  off  Cape  Clear 

with  Waders  at  Ballycotton  £355 

Oct  North  Sea  Seawatch  and  Danish 

Coast  £120 

Other  1988  holidays  include:  Winter  Birding  Breaks  (see 
our  Dec.  advert)  and  Falsterbo  and  Lake  Hornborga  in 
Sweden,  Brittany,  Holland  & Iceland. 

— all  with  Peter  Harrison. 

BRANT  A Holidays 

Branta  Travel  Ltd 

1 1 Uxbridge  Street,  London  W8  7TQ 
01-229  7231  (or  01 -639  1257  evenings)  J 


BETWEEN  CLEY  AND  TITCHWELL. 

Weekend  Birds  Courses.  With  Knowledgeable 
Tuition  Field  trips.  Evening  lectures  in  comfort- 
able surrounds.  At  Ilex  House,  Wells,  Norfolk 
NR23  lDH.Fakenham  710556.  (BB270) 


Algarve  Birdwatching  Limited 
Combine  guided  birdwatching  trips  with  all 
the  normal  attractions  of  a holiday  in  S. 
Portugal.  Luxury  self  cat.  accom,  flights 
etc.  arranged. 

Telephone  0602  412024  for  details.  (BB315) 


COTO  DONANA.  Ed  Mackrill  THE  local 
expert  will  again  be  running  daily  birdwatching 
trips  into  the  Marismas  March-May  1988.  All 
the  local  specialities  virtually  guaranteed.  Book- 
ing advised.  Welton,  Spilsby,  Lines  PE23 
5SY.  (BB342) 

MORECAMBE  BAY  near  LEIGHTON  MOSS 
Shorelines;  waders  galore;  bright  skies.  Pere- 
grine causing  chaos.  Valley  woods,  reedbeds,  all 
near.  Castle  Head  Field  Centre,  Grange-o- 
Sands,  Cumbria  (04484-4300).  (BB374) 

CLIFFTOP  TOURS.  Our  1987/88  bird  tours 
programme  includes:  Austria,  Corsica,  Holland, 
Sweden,  Portugal,  France,  Spain,  USA.  Small 
groups,  good  hotels,  relaxed  atmosphere.  Euro- 
pean agent  for  Bird  Bonanzas  Inc,  Florida.  1988 
programme  available.  Brochure:  c/o  BTF  Travel 
Ltd,  2 Majestic  Parade,  Sandgate  Road,  Folkes- 
tone, Kent.  Tel:  0303  4.3777  or  01033  21329364. 

(BB316) 

AUSTRALIAN  RAINFOREST  Birdwatching. 
Guiding  for  individuals  or  groups.  All  outings 
arranged  to  suit  your  needs  and  budget.  Pitta 
Guiding.  PO  Box  454  Kuranda  QLD  4872. 

(BB284) 

SKOKHOLME/SKOMER  ISLANDS,  PEM- 
BROKESHIRE. Thousands  of  seabirds,  carpets 
of  flowers.  Some  courses.  S.a.e.  Dept  BB, 
WWNTC,  7 Market  Street,  Haverfordwest, 
Dyfed  SA6  1 1 NF.  (BB114) 


BIRD  WATCHING,  CORNWALL 
at  TALLAND  BAY  HOTEL 
March  and  November  1988 

Three  Star  Country  House  Hotel. 
Comfortable  rooms  with  private  bathrooms. 
Fine  Cuisine 

Ideally  situated  for  Daily  Excursions  to 
coasts,  estuaries,  reservoirs  and  moorland  to 
see  a whole  range  of  birds  with  local  guide. 

The  programme  caters  for  Beginners  and 
Experienced  Bird  Watchers  alike. 

For  Brochure  and  Details: 

Talland  Bay  Hotel 

Near  Looe,  Cornwall  PL13  2JB.  » 
Tel:  0503  72667.  £ 

AA***RAC  Egon  Ronay  Recommended®.  * 


An  exciting  Birdwatching  and  Natural  History 
Holidays  Programme  for  1988 
SPAIN — the  F.bro  Delta  & Andalucia, 
TUNISIA — F.aster  break,  Special  Young 
People's  Holiday  in  Andalucia,  Spain. 

Contact  ECOLIDAYS  LTD, 

26  Canal  Wharfe,  Leeds  US  1 1 5 PS 

Tel:  (0532)  717423  ,nn. 


PAPA  WESTRAY,  ORKNEY 

An  island  with  superb  birdlife, 
rare  plants,  seals  and 
archaeology.  Europe’s 
largest  tern  colony. 

For  information  on  travel/ accommodation: 

B.B.,  Papay  Community  Co-operative  Ltd, 
Beltane  House,  Papa  Westray,  Orkney. 
Telephone  08574  267  or  238  (BB255) 


USK  VALLEY  near  Abergavenny.  Two  very 
attractive  modernised  riverbank  cottages,  fully 
equipped,  lovely  countryside  near  Brecon 
Beacons,  secluded  but  easy  access.  Resident 
buzzards,  sparrowhawks,  kingfishers,  ravens. 
SAF,  for  particulars:  The  Agent,  Estate  Office, 
Llanover,  Abergavenny,  Gwent.  (BB381 ) 


Thinking  of  AUSTRALIA 

Then  contact  the  people  with  experience. 
Guided  trips  for  individuals  or  groups.  We 
go  where  you  want  to  go  - itineraries 
compiled  to  suit  your  needs.  Pelagics  a 
speciality. 

Enquiries  to: 

DIOMEDEA  Pty  Ltd 

c/o  26  Warmington  Street,  Paddington, 
Queensland,  Australia  4064(gB3gg) 
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SPAIN 

Mancha  & Central  Sierras 
Donana  & South-West 
Pyrenees  & Ebro  Delta 
April,  May,  June  1988 

Tom  Gullick  lives  in  Spain.  He  will 
show  you  the  rarest  birds  in  the  most 
beautiful  and  remote  areas.  Expect  to 
see  5 different  eagles,  3 vultures,  2 
bustards,  2 sandgrouse,  White-headed 
Duck,  Gallinule,  Eagle  Owl,  Black 
Stork,  with  many  ducks,  waders  and 
passerines  on  spring  migration.  Also 
Lammergeier,  Wallcreeper,  Dupont’s 
Lark,  Alpine  Accentor,  Black  Wood- 
pecker on  new  Pyrenees  Tour.  1 1 & 8 
day  tours  for  3-4  persons  only,  by 
Range  Rover.  10  years  and  over  700 
field  days  of  experience  in  Spain. 

Tom  Gullick,  c/o  Mrs  M.  Parker, 

5 Tile  Barn  Close,  Famborough, 
Hants.  GUI  4 8LS.  Tel:  0252  54721  3. 

( BB253) 


NORTHUMBERLAND 
Gourmet  Winter  Birding  Weekends 
Jan  22,  29  and  Feb  5 

In  prime  area  for  Geese,  Divers.  Grebes  etc. 
Guided  visit  to  I.indisfame  Nature  Reserve 
plus  2 illustrated  talks  by  Graham  Bell. 
Award-winning  hotel,  extremely  comfortable 
and  warm.  All  rooms  en-suite,  CH,  etc. 

2 Nights  FB  from  £57  pp  inclusive. 

ETB  4 Crowns  AA  & RAC  2 Stars 

Beach  House  Hotel,  Sea  Front, 

Seahouses  NE68  7SR 
Telephone:  0665  720337  (BB416) 


WILDLIFE  HO  LI  DA  YS 

WILDLIFE/BIRDWATCHING  Safaris.  India: 
12  March,  3-weeks.  Lodge-based,  £1595  visiting. 
Corbett  NP,  Ranthambore  Tiger  Reserve, 
Bharatpur  Bird  Sanctuary.  ADVENTURE 
AGENCY,  The  Square,  Ramsbury,  Wiltshire. 
(0672-20569.)  (BB333) 


WEST  OF  IRELAND.  Wildlife  holidays,  natural 
history  courses,  field  studies  facilities  for  individuals 
and  small  groups.  Good  food  and  comfortable 
accommodation  overlooking  Connemara  mountains 
and  Lough  Corrib.  Guided  tours  to  Connemara,  the 
Burren  and  the  Cliffs  of  Moher.  Contact  Dr  Tony 
Whilde,  Corrib  Conservation  Centre.  Ardnasillagh. 
Oughterard,  Co.  Galway.  (BB426) 

UIST  WILDLIFE  HOLIDAYS.  We  organise 
interesting  and  exciting  holidays  in  the  Hebri- 
des. Discover  the  rich  wildlife  of  Uist,  sail  to 
islands  of  the  Inner  Hebrides  or  come  and 
explore  St  Kilda.  Uist  Wildlife  Holidays.  Old 
School,  Lochcaman,  South  Uist,  Outer  Hebri- 
des. Tel:  (08704)  278.  (BB408) 


WALES  WILDLIFE  HOLIDAYS.  Conducted 
birdwatching  nature  or  walking  weeks.  £120  full 
board.  R.  Liford.  Tainewyddion-Uchaf,  C.wmyst- 
wyth,  Dyfed.  Tel:  (097422)  672.  (BB363) 


TOURS 


MALVERN  HILLS 
BIRDLIFE  TOUR 

Come  on  an  exciting  all  day  (part- 
ly off  road)  tour  in  Land  Rovers. 
The  Tour  will  be  run  on  January 
30th  and  again  on  31st  cost  £20.00. 
Pick  up  at  Great  Malvern  Station 
9.30  a.m.  Return  4.15  p.m. 

For  booking  & full  details  S 

Tel:  Malvern  (0684)  310322  | 


CRUISES 


1988  WILSON’S  TRIANGLE  VOYAGES: 

The  eight  19H7  August  voyages  clocked  up  69 
Wilson’s  Petrels,  875  Great  Shearwaters,  1 South 
Polar  Skua  and  I Little  Shearwater. 

Book  now  for  part  of  the  19899  action  aboard  the 

‘Chalice*.  Call  Carol  Harrison  0736  871564. 

(BB340) 


PERSONAL 


BIRDING  TORONTO  AREA?  Checklists,  in- 
formation, maps.  Write  Dunnock  Enterprises. 
2409  Speyside  Dr.  Mississauga,  Ontario,  Canada 
L5KIX5.  (BB4I4) 


BIRD  REPORTS 


BIRDS  IN  NORTHUMBRIA  1986  £3.20, 
Lindisfarne’s  Birds  guide  £2.20,  Northumbria 
Birdwatching  sites  guide  £1.80,  all  inc.  p&p. 
from  M.  L.  C.adwallender,  32  Manners  Gardens, 
Seaton  Delaval,  Northumberland.  (BB41 1) 

LINCOLNSHIRE  BIRD  REPORT  1986.  In- 
cludes rarities,  photos.  Cormorant  survey,  system- 
atic list,  ringing  report.  Gibraltar  Point  report. 
£2.50  post  free,  Lincolnshire  Bird  Club,  20 
Standish  Lane,  Immingham  DN40  2HA.  Back 
numbers  available.  (BB422) 

BIRDS  OF  OXFORDSHIRE,  1986.  £2.50  inc 
p&p,  from  R.  Overall,  30  Hunsdon  Road,  Iffley, 
Oxford  OX4  4JE.  (BB412) 

1985  KENT  BIRD  REPORTS.  £3  each,  post 
paid  from  P.  C.  Heathcote,  9 Greenfinches,  New 
Bam.  Longfield,  Kent  I)A3  7ND.  (BB336) 
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BOOKS 


HENRY  SOTHERAN  LTD,  ICBP,  RSPB 

l jondon  \ leading  ornithological  book  stockists 

IN  STOCK— 

Savage:  Eagles  of  North  America.  £19.95. 
Peterson  & Chalif:  Peterson  Field  Guides — 
Mexican  Birds.  £12.55.  Gould:  Birds  of  Great 
Britain.  £14.95.  I.ever:  Naturalised  Birds  of  the 
World.  £65.00.  Diamond:  Studies  of  Mascarene 
Island  Birds.  £65.00. 

ICBP,  BTO,  BOU  Publications  and  a 
surprising  range  of  smaller  books  & reports.  =g 
Superb  stock  available  for  browsing.  g 

2,  3,  4 & Sackville  St.  London  W1X  2DP. 
01-734  1 150,  Just  off  Piccadilly.  Mon-Fri  9.00-5.30. 


BOOK  ON  BIRDS.  New  and  secondhand, 
catalogue  30p  stamps.  Surplus  books  urgently 
sought.  BB  bought  and  sold.  Open  Monday  to 
Saturday.  Bird  Books  of  Sevenoaks,  67  London 
Rd, Sevenoaks,  Kent. Tel: 0732 455899.  (BB372) 

NATURAL  HISTORY  BOOKS.  Secondhand 
and  new,  bought  and  sold.  Catalogues:  J.  E. 
Oliver,  Malt  Cottage,  Croft  Yard,  Wells,  Nor- 
folk. (BB291) 


SANDERLING  BOOKS 
New  catalogue  now  available 
Free  from 

238  Rvebank  Road,  Chorlton, 

Manchester  M2 1 1LU. 

Tel:  061-860  7595  (24  hours)  £ 

cc 

Christmas  orders  now  being  taken.  co 


ORNITHOLOGICAL  GUIDES  in  the  Let’s 
look  at  ...  ’ series,  Majorca,  SW  Spain,  The 
Carmargue,  Montenegro,  Ethiopia,  Eastern  Au- 
stria, South  Morocco,  North  East  Greece,  Van- 
couver and  The  Rockies,  Sri  Lanka,  Lapland  and 
Arctic  Norway,  The  Gambia,  and  North  West 
Turkey,  £2.80  per  copy,  Ornitholidays,  1-3  Vic- 
toria Drive,  Bognor  Regis,  Sussex  P021 
2PW.  (BB121) 


‘BIRD  BOOKS’.  Good  secondhand  books 
bought  and  sold.  Free  catalogue  from,  and  offers 
to  Briant  Books,  94  Quarry  Lane,  Kelsall, 
Tarporley,  Cheshire  CW6  0NJ.  Tel:  0829  51804. 

(BB317) 

SCARCE  BIRD  BOOKS.  We  specialise  in 
scarce  and  out-of-print  books  on  ornithology  and 
natural  history  of  all  lands.  Free  catalogues  of 
books  issued  at  regular  intervals.  Books  on  all 
aspects  of  natural  history  and  country  life/sport 
purchased.  David  A.  H.  Grayling,  Crosby 
Ravensworth,  Penrith,  Cumbria  CA10  3JP. 
Tel:  09315-282.  (BB288) 


The  original 

BIRDWATCHER’S 

LOGBOOK 


The  most  concise  way  to  record  your 
observations.  Monthly,  annual  and  life 
columns  for  762  species,  plus  1 59 
diary  pages.  Send  £5.50  to: 

Coxton  Publications, 

9 St.  Mary’s  Road,  Mortimer,  Reading, 

Berks.  RG7  3UE.  (BB358) 


RARE  AND  SECONDHAND  books  on  birds, 
natural  history,  gardening  and  field  sports 
bought  and  sold.  Peter  Blest,  Wateringbury, 
Maidstone,  Kent.  Tel:  0622  8 1 2940.  ( BB  1 1 3) 


FOR  SALE 


COLLECT  FOSSILS  on  your  nature  walks. 
Sites  throughout  Britain.  Introductory  pack  of 
fossils  and  HMSO  colour  guide  £4.95.  An  ideal 
gift.  Leaflet  and  sample:  P and  G Taylor,  PO 
Box  87,  Maidstone,  Kent  ME15  8LY.  Tel:  0622 
36092.  (BB350) 

BIRD  JOURNAL  BACKNUMBERS  SUP- 
PLIED. (BB.  Bird  Study,  County  Reports,  etc.), 
David  Morgan,  Whitmore,  Umberleigh,  Devon. 

(BB309) 


SCOTTISH  ORNITHOLOGISTS’  CLUB 

THE  BIRD  BOOKSHOP 

Over  800  titles  in  stock  Credit  Cards  accepted 
Free  catalogue  from: 

The  Bird  Bookshop,  SOC,  21  Regent  Terrace. 
Edinburgh  EH7  5BT.  Tel:  031-556  6042  (24  hours) 

(BBI90) 


BIRD  & NATURAL  HISTORY  books  bought 
and  sold.  Catalogues  issued.  We  are  very  keen  to 
buy  good  quality  stock,  so  if  you  have  surplus 
items  please  allow  us  to  make  you  an  offer — St 
Ann’s  Bookshop,  2 St  Ann’s  Road,  Great 
Malvern,  Worcs  (068 45)  628 18.  (BB377) 


PARABOLIC  REFLECTOR  specially  de- 
signed for  recording  birdsong.  Hand  or  tripod 
mounting.  £30  incl  p&p.  SAE  details,  Richard 
Margoschis,  80  Mancetter  Road,  Atherstone 
CV91NH.  (BB402) 

ZEISS  West  Dialyt  10  x 40  BOAT,  as  new  £300. 
B.W.P.  vols.  1,  2 and  3 £30  each.  Tel:  0273 
890624.  (BB421 ) 

BRITISH  BIRD  VOCABULARY  12-C  ’.assette 
Series  in  six  volumes.  Also  specially  prepared 
Single  Cassette  Sound  Guides.  SAE  to  Lewis, 
Rosehill  House,  I.yonshall  HR5  3HS.  (BB423) 
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QUALITY  BIRD  BOOKS— for  latest  list  write 
to  A.  & H.  Books,  23  Andrew  Road,  Tunbridge 
Wells,  Kent.  (BB379) 


OPTOLYTH 


The  latest  model  to  follow  in  the  footsteps  of  the  ever 
popular  30x75,  30x80  and  TB80,  birdwatching 
telescopes,  from  the  manufacturers  with  130  years 
experience  in  the  optical  research  and  production. 

Main  Features: 

★ 20xWW,  20  xW,  30  xW  and  40  x interchangeable 
eyepieces. 

★ The  best  quality  - Ceralin®  - multicoating  on  all 
optical  surfaces. 

★ High  luminousity  80mm  dia.  objective  lens. 

★ Fingertip,  smooth,  easy  focusing. 

★ Wear  resistant  green  rubber  armouring. 

★ The  interior  sealed  against  dust  and  moisture 
penetration,  (not  waterproof). 

★ Sunhood. 

★ Continuously  rotatable  45°  easy  angle  viewing. 

★ Fixed  length  of  380mm. 

★ Weight:  only  1400gms. 


For  the  complete  range  of  Optolyth  products: 

Telescopes,  and  the  highly  acclaimed  Alpin  binoculars, 
please  phone  or  to  write  Sole  Importers. 

OPTICRON.  PO.  Box  81,  St.  Albans,  Herts,  AL1  3 NT. 
Tel:  (0727)  56516 


(D182) 


British  Birds 


Volume  81  Number  1 January  1988 

1 New  Editorial  Board  member 

2 Black  Grouse  in  Wales,  spring  1986  S.J.  Grove,  P.  Hope  Jones, 

,4.  R.  Malkinson , D.  H.  Thomas  and  /.  Williams 

9 Seventy-five  years  ago  . . . 

10  Obituary  Stanley  Cramp  OBE,  BA  (1913-1987)  E.  M.  Nicholson 

14  European  news 

23  Mystery  photographs  127  Iceland  Gull  .4.  R.  Dean 
26  PhotoSpot  24  Parrot  Crossbill  David  Cottridge  and  Chris  Kightley 

Notes 

28  YVoodpigeons  nesting  on  sea  cliffs  and  inside  buildings  Graham  IV.  Rebecca 

29  Pallid  Swifts  nesting  in  palms  Andrew  M.  Paterson 

29  Pallid  Swifts  nesting  in  palms  ].  Franchimont 

29  Yellow  Wagtails  roosting  in  wheatfield  Anthony  H.  Chapman 

Announcements 

30  The  ‘British  Birds’  Christopher  Helm  collection 

30  ‘BWP’  vol.  V 

30  ‘Birds  of  Africa’  vol.  3 

30  Birds  of  India  and  Pakistan  COMPACT  F.niTlON 

31  New  books  in  British  BirdShop 

31  Your  ‘BB’  reference  number 

31  When  does  your  subscription  become  due? 

31  Binding  your  ‘BB’ 

31  Front  cover  designs  for  sale 

31  Bird  Photograph  of  the  Year 

32  Bird  Illustrator  of  the  Year 

33  The  Richard  Richardson  Award 

33  The  PJC  Award 

33  Best  recent  black-and-white  bird-photographs 

Reviews 

33  ‘The  Changing  Countryside’  edited  by  John  Blunden  and  Nigel  Curry,  and  ‘The 
Countryside  Handbook’  edited  by  Alan  Rogers,  John  Blunden  and  Nigel  Curry 
Michael  Shrnbb 

34  ‘Statistics  for  Ornithologists’  by  Jim  Fowler  and  Louis  Cohen  Dr  ,\1.  -4.  Ogilvie 

35  ‘Observers  Birds,  50th  Anniversary  Edition’  by  Rob  Hume  Robert  Spencer 

35  ‘W  aders:  their  breeding,  haunts  and  watchers’  by  Desmond  and  Maimie 
Nethersole-Thompson  John  Marchant 

36  ‘Wildfowl  in  Great  Britain’  by  Myrfyn  Owen,  G.  L.  Atkinson-Willes  and  D.  G.  Salmon 
Dr  R.  J.  Chandler 

37  News  and  comment  Robin  Prytherch  and  Mike  Everett 
41  September  reports  Keith  Allsopp  and  Ian  Dawson 

49  Monthly  marathon 

50  Recent  reports  Dr  Mark  Boyd 

Line  drawings:  2 Black  Grouse  ( Donald  Watson)',  41  Booted  Warbler  (/.  /’.  P.  Wilczur);  45 
Storm  Petrel  (Andrew  Mackay) 

Front  cover:  Bittern  ( John  Hollyer ):  the  original  drawing  of  this  month’s 
cover  design,  measuring  18.6  X 20.8  cm,  is  for  sale  in  a postal  auction  (see 
page  31  for  procedure) 
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Breeding  status  of  the  Gadwall 
Mystery  photographs 
PhotoSpot:  Black  Vulture 
Notes  • Letters  • Reviews  • News  and  comment 
Monthly  marathon  • October  reports  • Recent  reports 
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429  00 

Tnnovid  8 x 40  BA 

469  00 

Trinovid7x42BA 

469  00 

T rinovid  1 0 x 42  BAN 

phone 

Soft  case  for  Mini 

1250 

Soft  case 

29  95 

Hard  case 

36  95 

Ramguard 

800 

Eye  cups  (set) 

1200 

NIKON 

7 x 20B 

74,95 

9x25B 

79,95 

8x23B 

99  95 

10x25B 

119  95 

8 x 20B  Roof  Prism 

134  95 

10x25BRoof  Prism 

149  95 

9 x 30B  Roof  Prism 

219  00 

7 x 35  Action 

99  00 

8 x 35  Action 

135  00 

1 0 x 50  Action 

165  00 

8 x 30  ZCF 

189  00 

10x35  ZCF 

209  00 

Fieldscope  20  x 60 

269  00 

Fieldscope  20  x 60  ED 

489  00 

15x  30x  40x  60x 

Eye  pieces  (each) 

65  00 

Filter  ring 

14  25 

Haze  UV  Filter 

42  00 

Rubber  hood 

10  75 

Eye  piece  case 

6.95 

OPTOLYTH 

Alpin  8x30  BGA 

186.00 

Alpin8x40  BGA 

200  00 

Alpin  7x42  BGA 

207  00 

Alpin  10x40  BGA 

205  00 

Alpin  10x50  BGA 

221  00 

Optolylh  Rainguard 

4 00 

Optolyth  22  x 60  BGA 

21000 

Optolyth  30  x 75  BGA 

318  00 

Optolyth  30  x 80  BGA 

353.00 

Optolyth  TB  80  Body 

344  00 

Optolylh  TBS  80  Body 

320  00 

20xWA  TBS  only 

88  00 

20x 

56  00 

30x 

57  00 

40x 

58  00 

Case  for  scopes 

35  00 

Soft  case  for  TBS  80 

29  95 

KOWA 

TS-1  Body  45  155  00 

TS-2  Body  133  00 

20x  WA  4100 

27  x WA  41  00 

Caseforabove  1600 

601- 45  Body  185  00 

602- Body  165  00 

20x  WA  4750 

25x  41  00 

40x  41  00 

20x-60xZoom  93  50 

Caseforabove  19  50 

TSN-145  Body  235.00 

TSN-2Body  225  00 

20x  WA  69  00 

25x  4500 

40x  45  00 

20x-60x  Zoom  99  00 

Caseforabove  1950 

TSN-345  Body  435  00 

TSN-4  Body  425  00 

Use  TSN  Eye  Pieces  and  Case 

Photo  Kit  for  TSN  69  00 

OPTICRON 

Elite9  x 35  186  00 

8x32B  93  00 

8x42B  11000 

10x42B  114  00 

60  mm  HR  Body  128  00 

60  mm  HR  GA  155  00 

60mmHR45  150.00 

20x-60x  Zoom  65  00 

22x  WA  30  00 

40x  28  00 

Case  for  HR  15  00 

Piccolo  Body  60  mm  107  00 

15x-60xZoom  45  00 

20x  or  40x  Eye  piece  22  00 

Case  for  Piccolo  15.00 

Photo  Kit  for  HR  25  00 

Photo  Kil  for  Piccolo  18  00 

One  Action  T ripod  59  95 

T npod  Strap  6 95 

ADLERBLICK 

8X32B  125  00 

8x42B  122  00 

10x42B  128.00 

10  x 506  143  00 

Also  in  Rubber  Finish 
Adlerscope  80 

Bodyonly  26500 

25x  WA  74  00 

40x  WA  69  00 

20x-60xZoom  86  00 

Photokit  23  00 

Case  25  00 

CARL  ZEISS  JENA 

Jenoptem8  x 30  44  95 

Jenoptem  1 0 x 50  69  95 

Deltrintem  8 x 30  54  95 

Dekarem  10x50  88  95 

Turmon8  x 21  42  95 

Octarem  8 x 50B  1 99  95 

7 x 40  BGA  199  95 


SLIK 

Silk  Gazelle  37  95 

Silk  88  65  95 

Slik  Master  02  69  95 

Slik  Black  Diamond  75  95 

Slik  SL67  104  95 

MIRADOR 

8 X 42B  110  00 

10x42B  114  00 

lOx  50B  122  00 

Merlin  25  x 60  97  00 

Merlin  22x- 47x60  129  00 

Merlin30  x 75  11900 

Merlin  22x-47  x 75  157  00 

Case  for  Merlin  15  00 

ACCESSORIES 

Hde  Mount  38  00 

Car  Window  Mount  22  00 

Universal  Mount  22  00 

Rainguards  from  3 50 

BARBOUR 

The  Best  British  Clothing  for 
The  Worst  British  Weather 
Durham  Jkt  52  95 

Bedale  Jkt  62  95 

Gamefair  Jkt.  71  95 

BeafortJkt  75  95 

Border  Jkt  82  95 

Northumbria  Jkt  87  55 

Warm  Linnings  17  45 

Hoods  9 95 

Please  state  size  with  order 
Post  and  packing  free  on  Barbour 

We  also  stock.  Bresser,  Swifl.  Habicht 
Manfrotlo.  Greenkat.  Bushnetl.  etc 


PERSONAL  CALLERS 

Can  choose  and  select  from  out  compre- 
hensive range  of  equipment  Compare 
Zeiss  with  leitz.  Kowa  with  Optolylh  etc 
We  are  a completely  independent  com- 
pany whose  only  concern  is  that  our 
customers  select  the  correct  instalment  for 
their  personal  needs 

PHONE  ORDERS 

Discuss  your  requirements  with  our  Tech- 
nical Staff  and  orders  placed  with  Access 
or  Visa  Card  will  be  despatched  same  day 
by  Post  or  Secuncor 

MAIL  ORDER 

Just  add  C2.00  to  help  cover  PSP  and 
Insurance  and  your  order  will  be  despatch- 
ed on  the  day  we  receive  your  cheque  All 
equipment  is  supplied  on  1 4 days  approval 
upon  receipt  of  full  remittance 

TELESCOPE  & TRIPOD  OUT- 
FITS 

If  you  purchase  a scope  and  tnpod  at  the 
same  time  we  can  offer  a special  pnce' 


IN  FOCUS  AT  LEMSFORD  SPRINGS  NATURE  RESERVE 


We  are  pleased  to  announce  a new  customer  facility  at  the  Herts.  & Middx.  Nature  Reserve  at 
Lemsford  Springs,  near  Welwyn  Garden  City.  Herts.  On  the  dates  below  customers  are  invited  to  visit 
the  reserve  to  compare  and  purchase  quality  optical  equipment.  From  a comfortable  private  hide 
customers  can  expect  good  views  of  Green-Sandpiper,  Snipe,  Kingfisher  and  Water  Fowl.  A 
Woodland  Walk  can  also  offer  a variety  of  other  species  including  Woodpecker,  Siskins  etc.  Saturdays 
27th  February  and  26th  March.  Phone  or  write  for  details  (D286) 


ORNITHOLIDAYS 

1 QQQ  MEMBER  OF  THE  ASSOCIATION  OF 
I 900  BRITISH  TRAVEL  AGENTS 


Holidays  Organised 
by  Birdwatchers  for  Birdwatchers 

Twenty-three  years’  service  to  birdwatchers  & naturalists 
Programme  will  include: 


Jamaica 

Kenya 

Okavango  Delta 

Ethiopia 

Etosha 

Morocco 

The  Seychelles 

N.  India  & the  Himalayas 

Tiger  Special  - India 


Malawi  N.  E.  Greece 

Tanzania  Yugoslavia 

Vancouver  & the  Rockies  Lake  Neusiedl 


The  Galapagos 

Thailand 

Jordan 

Israel 

Turkey 

Cyprus 


The  Camargue 
The  Roussillon 
S.  W.  Spain 
Majorca 
Andorra 

Spanish  Pyrenees 


Write  or  ’phone  for  a brochure  to: 

LAWRENCE  G.  HOLLOWAY 

ORNITHOLIDAYS 

DEPT.  2,  1-3  VICTORIA  DRIVE,  BOGNOR  REGIS,  WEST  SUSSEX,  P021  2PW 
Tel:  0243  821 230  (D273)  ATOL  LICENCE  No.  743 


MEMBER 


YOUR 

GUARANTEE 


FOCALPOINT 

Deal  with  birdwatchers  who  understand  your  requirements 


LEITZ  Binoculars 

Beautifully  made  precision  instruments.  With 
contrast,  resolution,  flatness  of  field,  true 
internal  focusing  design,  and  climate  resist- 
ance which  are  unsurpassed  And  all  within  a 
compact  lightweight  design! 

As  used  by  both  principals  of  Focalpoint — 
and  many  thousands  of  discerning  birders 
throughout  the  world 

£ 

10x40  BAN  499 

8x40  BA  469 

7x42  BA  469 

8x32  BA  429 

10x25  BCA  245 

8 x 20  BCA  235 

Case  (Trinovids)  31 

Case  (Miniatures)  14 


KOWA  Main  Stockists 

TSN-1  (45°)  8 

TSN-2  (straight)  3 

TSN-3  (45°  Fluorite)  =• 

TSN-4  (str  Fluorite)  § 

TS1  (45°)  “ 

TS2  (straight) 

TS6  (compact)  ° 

TS7  (45°)  « 

TS9  (20  x 50)  ** 

All  eyepieces,  photo-adaptors  and  cases 
from  slock 

KOWA  10  x 50  binocular  £149. 

Upgrade  your  existing  TSN-1/2  tor  the  new 
TSN-3/4  models.  You  need  only  exchange 
the  body,  all  eyepieces,  cases,  etc.,  are 
interchangeable 


QUESTAR 

Mirror  Scopes 
From  £1,500 


NIKON  Fieldscope  system 
from  stock  - ask  for  a quote. 


NEW!  superb  SKUA  cases  for 
KOWA  TSN  & TS 
(trade  enquiries  are  also  welcome) 


BIRDGUIDES  TO 
VENEZUELA 

See  some  of  S.  America’s 
finest  species  in  comfort 
and  ease. 

March  1988.  £1099. 


MAIL  ORDER 
SPECIALIST 
P/P  & INS  FREE! 


REPAIRS  & 
SERVICING 


TONY  & ENID  MURPHY 

FOCALPOINT 

14  Cogshall  Lane,  Comberbach, 
Northwich,  Cheshire  CW9  6BS 
Telephone:  0606  891098 


(D284) 


PHONE  FOR 
PRICES  AND 
DIRECTIONS 


OPEN  9 30-5  30 
MON  -FRI 
SAT  930-4  00 


Not  just 

BINOCULARS  and 
TELESCOPES 


are  offered  by  us  but  the  best  available  in  each  price  range  together  with  all 
ancillary  equipment  for  the  dedicated  birdwatcher. 

The  essential  TECHNICAL  BACK-UP  is  afforded  by  our  workshops,  with 
many  years  of  experience  of  servicing  a diverse  range  of  optical  instruments 
as  it's  foundation. 

You  can  either  have  your  existing  binoculars  or  telescope  REPAIRED  or 
SERVICED  here  or  INSPECT,  TEST  and  PURCHASE  from  our  collection, 
which  includes  these  ranges  - 

BINOCULARS 

ZEISS  (West)  DIALYT 
LEITZ  TRINOVID 
SWAROVSKI 
OPTOLYTH  ALPIN 
OPTICRON  High  Resolution 
NIKON 
SWALLOW 
ADLERBLICK 
BRESSER 
Also  available  - 

TRIPODS  - SLIK  and  OPTICRON  (£10  off  when  bought  with  a telescope). 
CLOTHING  - BARBOUR  and  BEAVER. 

NIGHT  VISION  - INFRA-RED  scopes. 

PRICES  - Most  competitive  with  special  offers  usually  available.  Send  for 
full  price  list  (and  MAP)  or  telephone. 

LOCATION  - Southern  edge  of  Greater  London.  15  minutes  drive  from  the 
M25  (via  the  A3,  then  the  Merton  turn-off)  or  2 minutes  walk  from  Morden 
tube. 

HOURS:  Mon.-Fri.  9 am  to  5 pm.  Sat.  9 am  to  11.30  am. 

Other  times  by  appointment. 

FIELD  TESTS  - Everything  is  on  14  days  approval  - especially  valuable  if 
you  use  our  mail  order  service. 

HARD-SELL  - None. 

Prospect  of  being  put  in  excellent  optical  order  - most  favourable.  Be  seeing 
you! 


TELESCOPES 

OPTOLYTH 

NIKON 

KOWA  (TS  and  TSN) 

OPTICRON  High  Resolution 

OPTICRON  Classic 

PICCOLO 

SPACEMASTER 

ADLERSCOPE 

MIRADOR 


KAY  OPTICAL  (Established  1962) 

89B  London  Road*,  Morden,  Merton,  Surrey. 
Tel:  01-648  8822  (24  Hour) 

*The  A24.  We  are  opposite  Midland  Bank 


(D271 ) 
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“/  can  only  compliment  the 
manufacturers  on  producing 
such  a good,  low-cost  telescope.” 
(British  Birds  Vol  79  No  10 
October  1986). 


MERLIN  Series  Short  Tube 
Straight  Through  Spotting 
Scopes  - 50mm /60mm /75mm. 


This  compact,  all  purpose 
spotting  scope  is  ideal  for  field 
use.  Includes  standard  thread 
tripod  mount  and  fully  coated 
optics.  Comes  complete  with 
20  x /25x  /30x  eyepiece  and 
protective  lens  caps.  Inter- 
changeable eye-pieces  available. 

The  Mirador  factory  in  Tokyo 
has  been  producing  fine  optical 
equipment  for  the  world’s  more 
serious  birdwatchers  since  1 951 . 

For  full  information  just  send 
an  s.a.e.  to: 

■ VIII  UVIV/I 

55  Brewery  Road, 

London  N7  9QU 

(D173) 


1988  TURKISH  BIRDWATCHING 

1988  TURKISH  BIRDWATCHING 
CENTRAL  & SOUTHERN  TURKEY 
18  days  May  • £930.00 
EASTERN  TURKEY 
19  davs  May.  June.  August  £975.00 
NORTH  TURKEY  & N.  GREECE 
16  days  August  ■ £795.00 
CENTRAL  TURKEY  & BOSPHORUS 
MIGRATION 
18  days  September  £930.00 
BOSPHORUS  MIGRATION 
1 1 days  September  £685.00 
HUNGARY 
THE  HUNGARIAN 
ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY 
BIRDWATCHING  TOUR  FOR  1988 
KISKUNSAG  LAKES 
1 1 davs  May  ■ £559 
MORTOBAGY  MIGRATION 
1 1 days  August  ■ £635 


CHRIS  L.  SLADE 

8 The  Grange,  Elmdon  Park,  Solihull, 
West  Midlands  B92  9EL.  — 
Tel:  021-742  5420/021-705  5535.  ?. 

Telex:  337000  JBSOL 
Agents  for  Regent  Holidays  (U.K.)  Ltd. 
IATA,  ABTA,  ATOL  856 


Just  published: 

LET’S  LISTEN  TO  THE 
PASSERINES  OF  BRITAIN 
AND  EUROPE 

by  Daniel  J.  PERNIN 

A series  of  audio-cassettes  of  the  highest 
quality.  CR02  cassette  duplicate  at  low 
speed.  The  songs  and  the  calls  of  25  species 

passerines  plus  woodpeckers  — can  he 
heard  on  each  cassette. 

These  cassettes  can  help  you  identify 
birds  by  their  song  and  their  calls. 

No  1, 2 and  3 available  from  record  shops 
or  direct  from: 

Daniel  J.  PERNIN 
Route  de  LOUHANS 

71370  — OUROUX  SI  R SAONE  - 
FRANCE 

55FF  each  plus  5FF  p&p.  Send  Internatio- 
nal Postal  Order. 

Other  cassettes:  — The  Song  of  The 
Nightingale  The  Song  Of  The  Goldfinch 

Let’s  listen  to  11  Common  Birds  Of 
Britain. 

Write  for  cassettes  and  further  details. 

(1)283) 


tv 


MMME 


MARK  BEAMAN 
STEVE  MADGE 
NIGEL  REDMAN 
IAIN  ROBERTSON 


Birdquest  offer  the  discerning  birdwatcher  exciting,  friendly,  small-group 
holidays  arranged  and  guided  by  professionals.  Come  with  us  and  see 
why  Birdquest  are  ‘First  in  the  Field’. 


BIRDWATCHING  HOLIDAYS  1988 

AUSTRALIA  • CAUCASUS  • CENTRAL  ASIA  • CHINA 
COSTA  RICA  • ETHIOPIA  • GAMBIA  • INDIA  • ISRAEL  • KENYA 
LAPLAND  • MEXICO  • MOROCCO  • NEPAL  • OKAVANGO  DELTA 
PERU  • RWANDA  • SENEGAL  • SIBERIA  • TANZANIA  • THAILAND 
TIBET  • TURKEY  • VENEZUELA  • YEMEN  • ZIMBABWE 

For  our  brochure  please  contact:  BIRDQUEST  Ltd., 

8 Albert  Road  East,  Hale,  Altrincham, 

Cheshire  WA1 5 9AL.  Tel:  061  -928  5945.  (D204) 


COUNTRYSIDE  VIEWING*] 


Use  them 
in  the 
country  - 
test  them  in 
our  country 
showroom 

7v'*d-. 


Leading  specialists  in  high  quality  Wide  range- 

BINOCULARS  - TELESCOPES  I°P  •. 


Select  from  the  World's  finest  Optical  instruments 
ZEISS  (WEST)  • LEITZ  • HABICHT  • NIKON 
OPTOLYTH  • KOWA  • SWIFT 
HARTMANN  • ADLERBLICK  • BRESSER 
BAUSCH  & LOMB  • BUSHNELL  • OPTICRON 
ZEISS  (EAST)  • MIRADOR  • SLIK  TRIPODS 

Write  or  phone  NOW  for  current  prices!  mail  order  free  e&oe 

Church  Lane.  Corley,  Coventry  CV7  8BA I 0676-40501 


Discount  prices 

* We  now  have  our  own 
conservation  area  of  2'A  acres 
of  young  woodland,  and  a 
large  pool  to  increase  your 
enjoyment  of  a visit  to  our 
showroom. 

FREE  PARKING 


(D698) 


TalktoAXHawkins 
about  Binoculars! 


SAVE  ££££s— BE  WISE— BUY  FROM  BRITAIN’S 
BINOCULAR/TELESCOPE  SPECIALISTS— ORDER  BY 
POST  OR  PHONE  IN  COMPLETE  CONFIDENCE 


fpHOHEUSfOR 

Best  Makes. 
Largest  Stocks. 
Fastest  Service. 
By  return 
Despatch  and 
Free  Advice. 


ZEISS  WEST 

oc  tA 

OPTOLYTH  ALPIN 

10  X 40  BGA  T Dialyt 

O uj 

Superb  lightweight  Models  from  W 

Sfocus 

u.  o 

Germany  al  sensible  prices 

10  x 40  B Dialyt  Sfocus 

8 x 30  BGA  Alpm 

£186  00 

8x30  BGAT 

8 x 40  BGA  Aipin 

£200  00 

7 x 42  BGA  T Dialyl 

10x40  BGA 

£205  00 

8x56 BGAT  Dialyt 

10x50  BGA  Alpm 

£221  00 

8 x 208  Mini  Dialyt 

GO 

C F— 

12x50  BGA  Alp  in 

£225  00 

10  x 25  B Mini  Dialyt 

UJ  GO 
— J UJ 

7x42  BGA  Alpm 

£207  00 

1DXWJUA  Q_  CO 

Phone  your  order  with  Visa  Access 

MIRADOR 

lot  same  day  dispatch1 

7X42B 

£125  00 

7 x 42  BGA  R/Armoured 

£129  00 

8 x 42  B 

£119  00 

SWIFT 

8 x 42  BGA  R-Armoured 

£125  00 

8 5 X 44  New  Audubon 

£171  95 

10  x 42  B 

£125  00 

75x42  Osprey  with  case 

£139  95 

10  x 42  BGA  R.  Armoured 

£129  00 

rus  nn 

All  Mirador  are  supplied  with 

ZEISS  JENA 

cases  and  rainguard 

8x30Jenoplem 

£47.95 

BRESSER 

8 x 30  Dellrintem 

£55.95 

A new  range  of  quality,  lightweight 

8x32Nolarem 

£120.00 

roof  prism  binoculars,  complete  with 

8 x 50B  Octarem 

£185  00 

sports  case 

7x50Jenoplem 

£64  95 

8 x 32  BGA  Linear 

£123  00 

10  x 40  Nolarem 

£176.00 

8x42  BGA  Linear 

£126  00 

10x50Jenoplem 

£69  95 

10x42  BGA  Linear 

£131  00 

10  x 50  Deka/em 

£88  95 

7x42  BGA  Diorit 

£230  00 

12x50Dodecarem 

£203.45 

10  x 42  BGA  Diorit 

£240  00 

TELESCOPES 

Kowa  TSN  2 £223.95 

Kowa TSN  1 £239.95 

Kowa  TSN  4 £438.95 

Kowa  TSN  Eyepieces  20  x W A £88.95 
25  > £46.95  40  x £46.95  20-60  Zoom 
£98  95 

Optolyth  TBS  80  £320.00 

Optolyth  TB  80  £344.00 

Eyepieces  Optolyth  TB  20  x WW  £88 
20  x W £56  30  x £57  40  x £58 


Optolyth  30  x 75 
Optolyth  30x80 
Opticron  Piccolo  15-60  x 60 
Oplicron  Classic  22-47  x 75 
Opticron  20-60  x 60  HR 
Spacemaslet  15-45  x 60 
and  case 

Kowa  TS9  20  x 50 
Mirador  Merlin  25  x 60 
Kowa  TS  601 

Kowa  TS  601 20-60  Zoom 
Habicht  23  x 70BGA 


£318  00 
£353.00 
£152.00 
£157.00 
£193  00 

£194  95 
£89  95 
£99  95 
£189  95 
£93  00 
£216.00 


TRIPODS 

Oplicron  Tripod 
Silk  02  Tripod 
Silk  88  Black  Diamond 
Silk  Cameraman 
Silk  Mini  450  G 
Tripod  Carrying  Slrap 
Car  Window  Mounl 
Universal  Mount 
Haw  3-m- 1 Hide  Clamp 


£59  70 
£69  95 
£75.95 
£49.95 
£23.95 
£6.95 
£21  95 
£21  95 
£36  95 


ORDER  NOW  tor  "By  Return" 
Dispatch.  Binoculars  and 
Telescopes  £2.50p  post  and 
insurance  send  cheque  or 
Visa/Access  accepted  by 
phone!  Stamps  (50p).  For 
illustrated  Discount  Price  List , 
and  Coloured  Brochures  on 
over  200  Models 

CALLERS  WELCOME! 

Our  Showrooms  are  only  7 
minutes  from  Ml  Exit  15  or  16 
and  2 min  walk  from  railway. 

Early  closing  Thursday  1 pm 
Prices  correct  3rd  Nov  1987 
subject  to  change  availability. 


A R HAWKINS 


N’PTON 


LTD 


9 MAREFAIR 

NORTHAMPTON  NN1  1SR 
TELEPHONE  0604/39674  (290) 


Cyan  us  Wildlife 


r im 


MARCH-APRIL  1988  Tours 
Include  VENEZUELA  £1540 
TEXAS  £1075,  ZIMBABWE 
£1690,  CYPRUS  £650,  JORDAN 
£895. 

Other  departures  later  in  the  year 
to  NEPAL,  CAMARGUE, 
AUSTRIA,  SIBERIA,  HUNGARY, 
PYRENEES,  ARIZONA,  KENYA, 
BHUTAN,  GALAPAGOS, 
ETHIOPIA  & FALKLAND 
ISLANDS. 


For  further  details  contact:  Cygnus 
Wildlife  Holidays,  96  Fore  Street, 
Kingsbridge,  S.  Devon  TQ7  1PY 
Telephone:  (0548)  6178. 

Telex:  45772. 


(D287) 


ERYRI 

BIRDS 


Come  and  stay  with  us  in 
SOUTHERN  SPAIN 
during  the  Spring  Migration 
MARCH  - MAY  1988 
A new  idea  in  Birding  Holiday 
AT  A NEW  PRICE 


Send  for  Brochure  now! 

ERYRI  BIRDS 
21  Britannia  Street 
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Breeding 
status 
of  the 
Gadwall 
in  Britain 
and  Ireland 


The  Gadwall  Anas  strepera  breeds  farther  south  and  east  than  most 
European  dabbling  ducks  and  has  extended  its  range  in  western 
Europe  during  the  present  century  (Cramp  & Simmons  1977),  an 
expansion  mirrored  in  an  eastward  spread  in  North  America  linked  to 
habitat  increase  (Henny  & Holgersen  1974).  In  Europe,  as  in  the  New 
World,  this  expansion  has  in  part  been  accelerated  by  artificial  introduc- 
tion, which  makes  interpretation  of  range  extension  difficult  (Owen  et  al. 
1986). 

In  Europe,  the  stronghold  remains  continental  Russia,  holding  about 
163,000  nesting  pairs  (Isakov  1970),  but  with  a few  hundred  pairs 
elsewhere.  Expansion  from  this  core  range  reached  Iceland  perhaps  as 
early  as  1819  (Faber  1822;  Gudmundsson  1979),  and  there  the  species  has 
increased  and  spread  from  its  stronghold,  Lake  Myvatn,  to  number  about 
300  pairs  (Cramp  & Simmons  1977).  Consolidation  of  the  small  breeding 
stock  in  southern  Sweden  during  the  present  century  is  also  linked  to  a 
general  expansion  during  a period  of  climate  amelioration  (Sharrock 
1976). 


[fint.  Birds  81:51  -66.  February  1 988] 
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Breeding  status  of  the  Gadwall 

Recent  increases  in  wintering  numbers  (Fox  & Salmon  in  prep.)  and  in 
breeding  and  passage  numbers  in  Britain,  whether  artificially  aided  or 
natural,  have  been  dramatic.  There  were  an  estimated  600-610  breeding 
pairs  in  Britain  and  Ireland  in  1983.  The  present  paper  attempts  to 
summarise  the  British  and  Irish  status  of  this  duck  and  to  account  for  the 
expansion  of  the  breeding  population  since  the  initial  introductions. 


Methods 

Since  1974,  the  numbers  of  ducks,  geese  and  swans  have  been  counted 
every  month  from  September  to  March  at  as  many  coastal  and  inland 
localities  as  possible  in  Britain  and  Northern  Ireland  under  the  Wildfowl 
Trust’s  National  Wildfowl  Counts  scheme  (Owen  et  at.  1986);  counts  are 
made  on  the  Sunday  nearest  to  the  middle  of  each  month.  The  present” 
analysis  uses  September  counts  from  1960  to  1985,  based  on  the 
assumption  of  Owen  et  at.  (1986)  that  Gadwalls  present  in  that  month 
represent  the  resident  breeding  population.  This  assumption  seems 
reasonable  given  the  lack  of  foreign-ringed  Gadwalls  recovered  in  Britain 
before  November  (unpublished  data)  and  the  fact  that  at  well-studied 
sites,  such  as  Loch  Leven,  Kinross,  total  numbers  in  September  accord 
closely  with  the  production  of  the  breeding  population  for  any  given  year. 
It  may  be  that  some  exceptional  sites,  such  as  Rutland  Water, 
Leicestershire  (the  most  important  British  site  in  September,  the  Gadwall 
count  totalling  670  in  1984),  do  draw  moulting  breeders  with  their 
offspring  from  surrounding  wetlands  rather  than  supporting  site-bred 
families  alone,  but  this  still  implies  little  more  than  local  movements. 

Gadwall  counts  in  September  came  from  between  419  (1961)  and  1,236 
(1984)  different  sites  annually.  Analysis  shows  that  96%  of  the  total  British 
population  occur  on  50%  of  waters  counted  where  Gadwalls  were  present, 
many  sites  contributing  a tiny  proportion  of  the  total.  It  is  considered  that 
sites  of  most  importance  are  covered  in  most  years,  and  hence  counts  do 
give  a fair  representation  of  the  national  population. 

Using  the  following  methods,  count  data  were  used  to  assess  trends  in 
population  size  independently  of  the  number  of  sites  counted  in  any  one 
season: 

(a)  Beginning  in  1960-61,  each  pair  of  years  was  considered  together  (i.e.  1960  with  1961, 
1961  with  1962,  etc.).  Sites  counted  in  September  of  both  years  are  included  in  a paired 
sample,  and  the  total  number  of  ducks  at  all  the  paired  sites  in  each  year  established. 

(b)  The  ratio  of  the  two  totals  was  calculated  for  each  of  the  25  pairs  of  years  up  to  1985. 

(c)  Winter  1970/71  was  selected  as  an  arbitrary  standard  set  to  an  index  of  100,  against  which 
years  before  and  after  are  indexed;  working  backwards  and  forwards  from  this  standard,  an 
index  for  a particular  year  was  calculated  from  the  ratio  of  the  current  year’s  to  the  preceding 
years’  counts  (pre  1970/71)  or  to  those  of  subsequent  years  (post  1970/71). 

This  method  is  used  below  to  analyse  national  trends  and  patterns  among 
the  major  catchment  divisions  described  by  Owen  et  at.  (1986).  Regression 
analysis  of  population  trends,  transformed  using  natural  logarithms,  has 
been  carried  out  in  appropriate  situations.  Additional  information  is 
derived  from  total  wildfowl  counts  for  each  year  and  for  regional 
catchment  totals  calculated  from  the  main  database  of  count  information. 
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Breeding  status  of  the  Gadwall 

In  the  absence  of  a full  breeding  survey  of  Gadwalls  in  Britain  and 
Ireland,  the  present  account  relies  heavily  on  the  work  of  Sharrock  (1976) 
for  Britain  and  Hutchinson  (1979)  for  Ireland,  updated  and  extended  by 
reference  to  county  avifaunas  and  annual  bird  reports  to  compile  a 
national  perspective  for  summer  1983. 

Results 

During  1960-85,  Gadwalls  counted  in  Britain  in  September  have  increased 
substantially,  both  in  range  (fig.  1)  and  in  total  numbers  (fig.  2).  The 
logarithmic  regression  fitted  to  trend  data1  corresponds  well  with  the  4.5- 
5%  expansion  in  breeding  numbers,  from  an  estimated  260  pairs  in  the 
early  1970s  (Sharrock  1976)  to  500-600  pairs  currently  thought  to  nest  in 
Britain  (Owen  et  at.  1986;  see  also  fig.  3 and  below).  This  expansion  has 
been  most  pronounced  at  artificial  reservoirs:  numbers  on  these  waters  as 
a proportion  of  the  total  for  all  habitats  have  risen  from  14%  in  1970  to 
49%  in  1984,  despite  reservoirs  comprising  a constant  proportion  of  the 
habitat  types  represented  in  counts  (fig.  4).  The  population  index  for 
reservoirs  also  shows  an  increase,  a logarithmic  growth  equivalent  to  2% 
per  annum2  (fig.  4).  Increases  in  the  proportion  of  Gadwalls  using 
reservoirs  in  September  correlate  with  declines  in  the  percentage  on 
natural  lakes  and  coastal  waters;  since  numbers  using  natural  waters  have 
risen  by  1.6%  per  year,  it  is  clear  that  the  falling  proportions  result  not 
from  birds  moving  from  natural  waters  to  reservoirs,  but  from  a more 
rapid  increase  at  these  latter  habitats.  Analysis  of  the  data  on  known 
breeding  habitat  of  Gadwalls  in  Britain  in  1983  (table  1)  shows  that 
reservoirs  are  by  far  the  most  important  sites.  Over  the  same  period,  the 
proportion  of  Gadwalls  at  gravel-pits  has  increased  slightly,  from  9%  to 
13%,  although  the  population  trend  shows  no  significant  increase  for  this 
habitat  type. 


'Statistical  information,  numbered  1 to  6 in  the  text,  is  given  in  Appendix  1. 
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Breeding  status  of  the  Gadwall 


Fig.  1 . Distribution  of  Gadwalls  Anas  strepera  counted  in  Britain  in  Septe 


Over  90%  of  Gadwalls  counted  in  Britain  in  the  past  25  years  have  been 
in  the  east  and  central,  the  southeast  and  the  southwest  parts  of  England 
and  in  southeast  Scotland.  Detailed  analysis  of  trend  data  from  counts 
are,  therefore,  restricted  to  these  areas. 

East  and  Central  England 

Gadwalls  almost  certainly  did  not  breed  in  Britain  and  Ireland  before 
around  1850,  when  a pair  was  caught  in  Dersingham  Decoy,  pinioned,  and 
released  on  to  Narford  Lake,  near  Narborough,  Norfolk,  by  Rev.  John 
Fountaine.  These  bred,  and  their  descendants  rapidly  spread  to  other 
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*60-64  and  1980-84.  Totals  for  10-km  squares  are  five-year  means 

Breckland  waters,  crossing  into  Suffolk  by  1897,  their  spread  thought  to 
be  aided  by  Continental  Gadwalls  which  wintered  in  the  area  before  the 
presence  of  the  feral  population  (Stevenson  & Southwell  1890;  Riviere 
1930).  Colonisation  of  the  Broads  and  the  north  Norfolk  coast  (focused  on 
Cley)  began  in  the  1950s  (Seago  1977),  and  by  the  early  1960s  breeding 
was  frequent  throughout  the  county.  Expansion  has  slowed  in  recent 
years,  but  Norfolk  remains  the  British  nesting  stronghold,  with  some  150- 
200  pairs. 

Colonisation  of  Cambridgeshire  was  slow.  A pair  nested  at  Wicken  Fen 
in  1917,  but  further  breeding  was  not  suspected  until  1930,  when  the 
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Fig.  2.  Population  trends  and  September  count  totals  of  Gadwalls  Anas  strepera  in  Britain, 

1980-84 

species  was  still  a scarce  visitor  (Lack  1934).  Pairs  summered  on  the  Ouse 
Washes  every  year  from  1953,  and  habitat  management  has  since  helped 
the  breeding  population  to  increase,  with  up  to  80  pairs  summering  in 
1983;  breeding  success  varies,  however,  with  water-table  fluctuations 
(Thomas  1978;  Cambridge  Bird  Reports).  Gadwalls  which  summered  at 
Wicken  Fen  and  Cambridge  Sewage-farm  in  1964  were  thought  to  have 
been  liberated  by  wildfowling  organisations  which  were  at  that  time 
releasing  Mallards  Anas  platyrhynchos  at  Sutton  Bridge  Pool.  Nesting  has 
become  regular  at  Wicken  Fen,  Cam  Washes,  Nene  Washes  (up  to  14 
pairs  in  1981),  Kennett  Gravel-pits,  Ely  Beet-factory  and  Grafham  Water 
(Cambridge  Bird  Reports). 

The  species  has  bred  sporadically  in  Lincolnshire  since  1965  (Lincoln- 
shire Bird  Reports),  and  there  is  a small  Northamptonshire  breeding 
population  at  Pitsford  Reservoir,  Ravensthorpe  Reservoir,  Ditchford  and 
Thrapston  Gravel-pits  (Northamptonshire  Bird  Reports). 

Gadwalls  were  rare  in  Leicestershire  before  1960,  but  breeding  has  been 


Table  1.  Different  nesting  habitats,  where  known,  used  by  Gadwalls  Anas  strepera  in 
Britain,  based  on  local  bird  reports  for  1983 

Data  exclude  Cambridgeshire,  Suffolk  and  Norfolk,  for  which  information  is  not  available 


Natural 

Reser- 

Gravel- 

Marshes 

waters 

voirs 

pits,  etc. 

& floods 

Coastal 

No.  of  pairs 

37 

86 

23 

25 

3 

Percentage  of 
total  pairs 

21% 

49% 

13% 

14% 

2% 

Breeding  status  of  the  Gadwall 


57 


£ 


Fig.  3.  Minimum  numbers  of  pairs  of  summering  Gadwalls  Anas  strepera  by  county 'region  in 
Britain,  1983.  Data  from  local  bird  reports.  Note  that  at  least  86%  of  records  refer  to 

successful  nesting  pairs 

regular  at  Eye  Brook  Reservoir  since  1966  and  at  Cropston  Reservoir  since 
1980  (Mitcham  1984).  Nesting  occurred  in  Derbyshire  (Locko  Park)  in 
1957,  probably  following  wildfowl  club  releases  (Frost  1978),  while  in 
Nottinghamshire  there  has  been  an  established  breeding  population  since 
nesting  was  first  proven  in  1968  (Dobbs  1975),  numbering  nine  pairs  at 
eight  sites  in  1983  (Birds  of  Nottinghamshire  annual  reports). 

In  Yorkshire,  a pair  summered  at  Hornsea  Mere  in  1946.  Breeding  was 
proved  near  Wakefield  in  1954  and  has  occurred  in  most  years  from  1965 
at  nine  sites,  at  least  six  pairs  breeding  successfully  in  1979  and  1980 
(Mather  1986).  In  1962,  900  Gadwalls  were  released  by  wildfowlers  in  the 
Lake  District,  and  a few  were  released  in  Yorkshire  in  1964;  some  of  the 
expansion  in  the  mid  1960s  may,  therefore,  have  been  due  to  these 
introductions.  More  recently,  two  pairs  were  released  on  to  Newmiller- 
dam  in  1977,  and  breeding  took  place  in  that  year,  in  1979  and  in  1980 
(Mather  1986). 

Apart  from  peaks  in  the  early  1960s  and  early  1970s,  population  trends 
in  eastern  and  central  England  have  been  stable.  Count  totals  have  shown 
a substantial  increase  (fig.  5),  but  this  is  largely  a function  of  number  of 
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Fig.  4.  (a)  Percentage  of  total  September  counts  of  Gadwalls  Anas  strepera  recorded  on 
reservoirs  (solid  line),  with  population  index  for  this  habitat  (dotted  line),  1970-84.  (b) 
Percentage  of  total  sites  counted  which  were  reservoirs,  1970-84 


x 

V 

d 


c 

o 

J3 

3 

Q- 

O 

Cl 


1960  1965  1970  1975  1980  1984 


Fig.  5.  Population  trends  of  Gadwall  Anas  strepera  from  September  count  totals,  eastern  and 

central  England,  1960-84 


sites  covered  (1 10  in  1960,  354  in  1984),  which  correlates  with  the  increase 
in  total  numbers  recorded  \ Hence,  while  small  outlying  populations  away 
from  Norfolk,  Suffolk  and  Cambridgeshire  continue  to  expand,  there  are 
few  signs  of  current  expansion  within  areas  with  the  longest  established 
breeding  populations. 

Southeast  England 

In  Berkshire,  a pair  nested  at  Dinton  Pastures  in  1983,  the  second 
breeding  record  of  Gadwalls  in  the  county.  In  Oxfordshire,  breeding  has 
been  regular  for  a number  of  years  at  Blenheim,  and  in  Buckinghamshire 
two  to  five  pairs  summer  annually. 

Breeding  was  confirmed  in  Hampshire  in  1983,  when  two  broods  were 
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raised  at  Winchester  Sewage-farm  (Hampshire  Bird  Reports).  In  Sussex, 
breeding  was  strongly  suspected  when  Gadwalls  were  shot  in  July  1904 
and  May  1906  (Waipole-Bond  1938);  in  1976,  three  pairs  in  the  Wildfowl 
Trust  collection  at  Arundel  reared  24  young,  establishing  a feral 
population,  although  only  five  pairs  summered  in  Sussex  in  1983  (Sussex 
Bird  Reports). 

Gadwalls  may  have  nested  on  Faversham  Marshes,  Kent,  as  early  as 
1922  (Gillham  & Homes  1950)  and  perhaps  on  the  East  Kent  Marshes 
during  1928-38  (Harrison  1953);  in  1947,  breeding  was  confirmed  on  the 
North  Kent  Marshes  (Gillham  & Homes  1950).  Between  1964  and  1972, 
131  hand-reared  Gadwalls  were  liberated  at  Sevenoaks  Gravel-pits,  and 
up  to  four  pairs  have  bred  there  regularly  from  1970  to  the  present 
(Harrison  1974;  Taylor  et  al.  1981).  In  the  Stour  Valley,  pairs  summered 
regularly  from  the  late  1950s,  first  bred  successfully  in  1966,  and 
numbered  five  pairs  by  1975;  while  in  North  Kent  the  species  has  nested 
since  1969,  occasionally  on  Sheppey  and  the  Medway,  but  most  often  on 
the  Thames  Marshes  (Taylor  et  al.  1981).  Subsequent  breeding  at 
Godstone,  Ruxley  and  other  Surrey/Kent  localities  doubtless  stems  from 
feral  populations  derived  from  Sevenoaks  (Harrison  1974;  Montier  1977). 
The  breeding  population  continues  to  expand  in  Kent,  with  29  pairs 
reported  in  1983  (Kent  Bird  Reports). 

Gadwalls  were  scarce  vagrants  to  London  before  1932,  in  which  year  15 
young,  reared  to  full-wing  from  captive  stock  in  St  James’s  Park,  dispersed 
when  the  lake  was  drained  and  individuals  turned  up  at  Kensington 
Gardens,  Staines  and  Godstone.  By  1935,  the  species  was  regularly 
present  at  Barn  Elms  Reservoirs,  and  in  that  summer  46  young  were 
hatched  at  St  James’s  Park.  Breeding  from  this  feral  stock  occurred 
annually  at  Barn  Elms  or  at  nearby  Lonsdale  Road  Reservoirs  until  the 
late  1950s  (Homes  1957;  Parr  1972).  Since  1958,  Gadwalls  have  summered 
in  most  years  at  Barn  Elms,  but  have  bred  only  in  1963  and  1969.  Nesting 

36.  Male  Gadwall  Anas  strepera.  with  Coots  Fulica  atra,  Netherlands,  January  1985  (Anwiid  B. 

van  den  Berg) 
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at  Cheshunt  and  at  Walthamstow  Reservoirs  presumably  relates  to  birds 
of  similar  origin  (Montier  1977). 

The  species  bred  at  Tring  Reservoirs  in  1928',  but  there  are  no  recent 
breeding  records  from  Hertfordshire  (apart  from  at  Cheshunt),  despite  a 
few  individuals  summering  (Mead  & Smith  1982;  Gladwin  & Sage  1986). 

A pair  of  Gadwalls  nested  on  the  Crouch  Marshes,  Essex,  in  1921 
(Glegg  1929).  No  further  breeding  took  place  in  the  county  until  1950, 
when  a brood  was  seen  at  Abberton,  and  nesting  has  been  proved  there 
annually  (up  to  11  pairs)  since  1970.  Breeding  has  since  been  recorded 
from  ten  other  Essex  sites  (Hudson  & Pyman  1968;  Cox  1984). 

By  1907,  Gadwalls  were  breeding  in  Suffolk  in  the  Lark  Valley  and  at 
the  headwaters  of  the  River  Waveney,  and  in  the  early  1930s  the  species 
spread  to  coastal  areas.  By  1950,  ten  pairs  nested  at  Minsmere,  with  - 
others  at  Havergate  Island,  Benacre  and  Walberswick,  and  in  the  1960s 
the  Orwell,  Stour  and  several  other  river  systems  had  been  colonised.  The 
increase  continues  to  the  present  day,  the  1983  population  standing  at 
over  100  pairs,  more  than  40  of  these  at  Minsmere  (Payn  1978;  Suffolk 
Bird  Reports). 

September  numbers  in  southeast  England  show  a pronounced  expan- 
sion in  recent  years,  accounting  for  an  increase  of  9%  per  annum.4 

Southwest  England  and  South  Wales 

Breeding  Gadwalls  were  found  during  Atlas  fieldwork  in  Glamorgan  and 
Radnor  (Sharrock  1976),  but  in  neither  case  did  the  species  become 
established.  Walker  & Smith  (1975)  described  feral  birds  breeding  for 
some  years  at  Rudhall  Pools,  Herefordshire. 

In  the  West  Midlands,  breeding  may  have  commenced  as  early  as  1923- 
24,  while  a Gadwall  raised  by  pinioned  parents  at  Burton-upon-Trent  in 
1933  was  recovered  at  Meriden  before  the  end  of  that  year,  showing  that 
feral  individuals  were  in  the  area  at  that  time  (Harrison  et  at.  1982). 
Breeding  has  occurred  at  Belvide  Reservoir  since  1970  and  at  two  sites  in 
Warwickshire  since  1979,  with  a total  of  six  broods  in  1983. 

A Gloucestershire  breeding  population  was  established  by  the  Wildfowl 
Trust  at  Slimbridge,  the  feral  progeny  of  full-winged,  hand-reared 
individuals  becoming  quickly  established.  Breeding  occurred  nearby  at 
Frampton  in  1956,  and  the  increasing  population  in  and  around  the 
Wildfowl  Trust  enclosures  was  augmented  in  1967  by  20  released 
Gadwalls.  By  1969,  20  pairs  were  breeding  in  the  neighbourhood,  and 
nesting  has  since  occurred  at  three  other  sites  (Swaine  1982;  Gloucester- 
shire Bird  Reports).  This  nucleus  gave  rise  to  the  Chew  Valley  Lake 
population,  estimated  at  20-25  pairs  in  the  early  1970s  (Sharrock  1976) 
and  with  six  pairs  nesting  successfully  in  1983.  Breeding  has  taken  place 
regularly  at  Blagdon  Reservoir  and  sporadically  at  other  Avon  sites.  The 
same  source  probably  gave  rise  to  small  populations  in  Somerset  (one  pair 
in  1983)  and  in  Wiltshire,  where  a pair  nested  in  1984  at  Clarendon  Lake 
(Somerset  and  Wiltshire  Bird  Reports). 

There  are  no  breeding  records  from  Devon  and  Cornwall,  but  Gadwalls 
bred  annually  on  I resco,  Isles  of  Scilly,  from  1934,  when  a wild  pinioned 
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drake,  released  on  to  The  Pool,  paired  with  a wild  female,  leading  to  a 
population  of  about  12  pairs  in  the  late  1960s.  The  Gadwall  has  bred 
regularly  in  Dorset  only  since  1970,  with  successful  nesting  attempts  in 
1973,  1978  and  1981  (Prendergast  & Boys  1983). 

Colonisation  from  the  Gloucestershire  nucleus  appears  to  be  spreading 
exponentially,  with  September  trends  for  southwest  England  showing  a 
mean  9.5%  increase  each  year’  over  the  period  1960-84. 

Northwest  England  and  North  Wales 

Gadwalls  appeared  at  Martin  Mere  almost  as  soon  as  the  collection  was 
established  there,  and  since  1973  have  been  supplemented  by  feral 
progeny  of  pinioned  birds.  They  breed  within  the  collection,  and  in  most 
recent  years  have  numbered  200-300  in  September.  There  are  no  positive 
records  of  the  species  breeding  away  from  the  reserve,  but  it  seems  highly 
likely  that  this  occurs. 

Mitchell  & Dobson  (1976)  recorded  Gadwalls  breeding  at  a Westmor- 
land tarn  in  1973  ‘and  previous  years  back  to  at  least  1958',  but,  despite 
the  900  individuals  released  in  the  Lake  District  in  1962,  there  remains  no 
nucleus  stock  in  this  area,  although  one  pair  bred  in  north  Cumbria  in 
1983  (Birds  in  Cumbria  annual  reports).  Two  pairs  displayed  at  Leighton 
Moss  in  spring  1972  (Spencer  1973),  and  the  species  has  bred  there  since. 
In  Cheshire,  at  least  two  pairs  summered  during  1983,  after  breeding  was 
proved  in  1982  (Cheshire  Bird  Reports). 

Since  1975,  breeding  has  been  confirmed  at  five  sites  in  Anglesey,  and 
this  may  mark  the  start  of  colonisation  there  (Lovegrove  et  al.  1980). 

Tees,  Tyneside  and  Borders 

Although  Gadwalls  are  regular  spring  migrants  in  suitable  habitat  in  both 
counties,  there  are  no  breeding  records  up  to  1983  from  either  Cleveland 
(Cleveland  Bird  Reports)  or  Durham  (Durham  Bird  Club  Reports).  A 
ringed  individual  shot  at  Holy  Island,  Northumberland,  on  20th  February 
1917  had  been  marked  as  a nestling  of  captive  parents  30  km  away  in 
Alnwick  Park  in  August  1915  (Bolam  1932),  indicating  another  source  of 
full-winged  Gadwalls  early  this  century.  This  species  first  bred  at  large  in 
Northumberland  in  1965,  the  1983  population  numbering  three  summer- 
ing pairs  (Tyneside  Bird  Club  Reports). 

Southwest  Scotland 

The  Gadwall  has  always  been  rare  in  the  southwest  of  Scotland,  the  first 
recorded  occurrence  on  the  Solway  being  not  until  1900.  To  this  day  it 
remains  scarce,  and  the  first  breeding  attempt  in  Ayr  in  1974  involved 
hybridisation  with  a Mallard  (Thom  1986). 

Southeast  Scotland 

The  nucleus  of  the  Scottish  Gadwall  population  has  long  been  at  Loch 
Leven  in  Kinross.  This  duck’s  appearance  in  1908  has  never  been  linked 
to  known  introductions,  and  Baxter  & Rintoul  (1922)  never  hinted  that 
they  suspected  a feral  population.  Although  Walpole-Bond  (1938) 
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referred  to  this  population  ambiguously  as  ‘genuinely  feral’,  he  presum- 
ably meant  truly  wild  rather  than  stemming  originally  from  captive-bred 
stock.  Pinioned  Gadwalls  were,  however,  kept  at  Rachan  Pond,  Peebles- 
shire, for  many  years  before  1906  and  their  offspring  flew'  free  and  were 
never  known  to  return  (Baxter  & Rintoul  1922).  Given  the  dates  involved 
and  the  possibility  that  other  contemporary  introductions  may  have  gone 
unreported,  it  may  well  be  that  the  Loch  Leven  flock  is  not  of  genuinely 
wild  stock. 

Two  pairs  were  observed  at  Loch  Leven  in  1908,  but  no  nest  was  found; 
two  nests  were  discovered  in  the  following  year  and  breeding  has  taken 
place  annually  since  then,  numbering  25-40  pairs  in  most  years  (Baxter  & 
Rintoul  1922;  Allison  et  at.  1974;  Thom  1986;  Wright  1986).  The  nesting 
duck  most  vulnerable  to  disturbance,  this  species  has  been  highly  . 
susceptible  to  late-autumn  shooting  before  moving  south  for  the  winter 
(Newton  & Campbell  1975).  For  this  reason,  attempts  were  made  in  1973- 
74  to  augment  wild  stock  with  artificially  reared  birds,  but  only  five 
survived  to  be  set  free  and  none  was  released  subsequently  (Allison  et  at. 
1974;  G.  A.  Wright  in  litt.). 

A breeding  record  from  Mid  Lothian  in  1916  was  the  first  report  of  this 
duck  in  that  region,  suggesting  that  feral  birds  were  involved.  Gadwalls 
bred  in  1933-34  and  again  in  the  early  1960s,  but  regular  breeding  has  not 
become  established  in  the  Lothians  (Baxter  & Rintoul  1922;  Thom  1986; 
Scottish  Bird  Reports).  In  Fife,  Gadwalls  nested  as  long  ago  as  1918,  and 
one  to  five  pairs  continue  to  breed  or  summer  in  most  years.  The  regular 
Perthshire  breeding  population  numbers  up  to  19  pairs  (1971),  although 
the  usual  maximum  in  recent  years  has  been  five.  Similarly,  Angus 
supported  one  to  five  regularly  nesting  pairs  during  1981-83. 

As  in  East  Anglia,  it  would  appear  that  the  longer-established 
populations  in  southwest  Scotland  have  shown  only  a slow  expansion 
during  the  period  1960-84  (fig.  6),  although  the  trend  is  distorted  by  the 
high  variance  of  small  sample  sizes  in  the  1960s.  Analysis  of  trend  data 
since  1973  shows  a 2%  increase  in  the  population6,  reflecting  the  spread 
into  Perth,  Angus  and  Fife  over  the  period. 


Fig.  6.  Population  trends  of  Gadwall  Anas  strepera  from  September  count  totals,  southeastern 

Scotland,  1960-84 

Northeast  Scotland 

Although  Gadwalls  with  young  were  recorded  in  1913  in  Ross-shire 
(Baxter  & Rintoul  1922),  there  have  been  no  records  since.  The  species 
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bred  in  Sutherland  in  1913,  summering  again  in  1958-61.  In  Caithness, 
young  were  seen  at  a loch  in  1912  and  two  pairs  bred  in  1914;  whether  this 
population  persisted  to  the  present  day  remains  obscure,  but  individuals 
were  breeding  in  the  mid  1970s  and  have  done  sporadically  since. 
Dispersal  perhaps  from  this  population  led  to  first  nesting  attempts  in 
Orkney,  on  Sanday  in  1969,  and  up  to  four  pairs  now  nest  there  regularly 
(Booth  et  at.  1984;  Thom  1986). 

Northwest  Scotland 

Breeding  was  first  proven  at  Balranald,  North  Uist,  in  the  1970s,  and 
numbers  have  increased  there  and  at  Loch  Hallan  to  give  a population  of 
ten  pairs  by  1980  (Scottish  Bird  Reports).  In  1983,  Gadwalls  bred  on 
Tiree,  where  they  were  said  to  nest  in  the  nineteenth  century  (Baxter  & 
Rintoul  1922),  and  a female  was  seen  with  two  well-grown  young  at 
Kyleakin,  Skye,  in  September  1968:  these  are  the  only  recent  suggestions 
of  breeding  in  the  Inner  Hebrides  (Thom  1986).  There  is  also  an  Atlas 
record  from  Rannoch  (Sharrock  1976),  but  regular  nesting  has  not  been 
established  in  the  Highlands. 

Ireland 

First  recorded  breeding  in  1933,  Gadwalls  are  thought  to  have  colonised 
Ireland  naturally  (Sharrock  1976).  By  the  late  1970s,  however,  Hutchinson 
(1979)  considered  that  no  more  than  ten  pairs  nested,  with  breeding 
proven  in  Co.  Wexford,  Co.  Kerry  and  at  Lough  Neagh.  Since  1977,  the 
species  has  bred  regularly  at  Ballycotton,  Co.  Cork,  and  from  1978  more 
or  less  regularly  at  Lough  Corrib,  Co.  Galway.  Past  breeding  attempts 
from  Co.  Donegal  and  Co.  Roscommon  are  well  documented  (Ruttledge 
1966;  Humphreys  1978).  It  is  unlikely  that  the  Irish  breeding  population 
exceeds  20  pairs  in  any  one  year. 


Discussion 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  present  Gadwall  breeding  population  in  Britain 
derives  very  largely  from  introduced  stock.  What  contribution  has  come 
from  inducement  of  migrant  or  wintering  wild  individuals  to  breed  will 
never  be  known.  Since  27%  of  Gadwalls  ringed  in  Britain  have  been 
recovered  on  the  Continent  (Owen  et  al.  1986),  however,  population 
interchange  clearly  occurs.  Recent  dramatic  increases  in  numbers 
wintering  in  the  Low'  Countries  (Ruger  et  al.  1986)  and  an  extension  of  the 
breeding  range  make  it  highly  likely  that  Continental  Gadwalls  have 
contributed  to  the  species’  recent  spread  in  Britain.  This  appears 
especially  possible  since  the  East  Anglian  population  expanded  consider- 
ably during  the  nineteenth  century  from  the  time  of  its  artificial 
establishment,  but  now  shows  signs  of  stabilising.  Dispersal  away  from 
the  initial  Norfolk  nucleus  was  apparently  slow  during  the  last  century, 
and  this  seems  to  be  the  case  with  all  subsequent  introductions.  In  many 
areas,  particularly  Scotland  at  the  beginning  of  the  present  century', 
sporadic  breeding  occurred  in  widely  scattered  places,  but  regular  nesting 
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never  became  established;  feral  Gadwalls  reared  in  Peebles  and  Northum- 
berland (and  doubtless  elsewhere)  may  have  been  the  source  of  these 
birds.  In  some  areas,  notably  Loch  Leven,  a breeding  population  did 
become  established  at  this  time,  yet  expansion  apparently  did  not  occur 
until  recently;  in  the  case  of  Loch  Leven,  this  may  have  been  due  to  the 
past  heavy  shooting  pressure  on  the  species  (Allison  et  at.  1974)  and  to  the 
creation  of  artificial  habitat  (such  as  reservoirs  and  pools  associated  with 
mining  subsidence)  in  areas  immediately  adjacent  to  the  loch. 

In  the  1930s,  free-flying  Gadwalls  dispersed  from  London,  the  Isles  of 
Scilly  and  Staffordshire,  although  the  latter  introductions  never  gave  rise 
to  semi-permanent  populations.  Small-scale  introductions  were  made  in 
Derbyshire  and  Herefordshire  in  the  late  1950s  and  early  1960s,  but  it  is  in 
the  southeast  and  southwest  of  England  that  the  expansion  in  numbers  . 
over  the  last  25  years  has  been  most  dramatic,  owing  at  least  in  part  to 
further  introductions  of  free-flying  ducks  from  the  Sevenoaks  reserve  in 
Kent  and  the  Wildfowl  Trust  collections  at  Arundel  and  Slimbridge. 
Again,  the  long-established  populations  in  these  areas  show  little  sign  of 
expansion  at  present,  and  indeed,  both  at  Barn  Elms  and  in  the  Isles  of 
Scilly,  breeding  has  ceased  in  recent  years.  The  huge  injection  of  Gadwalls 
into  the  Lake  District  appears  not  to  have  induced  population  develop- 
ment there  (presumably  because  of  lack  of  well-vegetated  waters  in  the 
area  of  introduction),  but  this  seems  a likely  origin  of  the  birds  breeding  in 
suitable  habitat  in  Yorkshire.  The  availability  of  suitable  well-vegetated 
eutrophic  waters,  which  appear  to  be  the  Gadwall’s  preferred  breeding 
habitat  (Cramp  & Simmons  1977),  has  been  a major  influence  on 
population  development  throughout  Britain.  As  reservoirs,  gravel-pits  and 
other  base-rich  artificial  waters  become  available,  and  lowland  waters  are 
subject  to  further  eutrophication,  there  is  little  doubt  that  the  Gadwall  will 
continue  to  increase  in  Britain  and  Ireland. 
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Summary 

Analysis  of  National  Wildfowl  Count  data  for  the  Gadwall  Anas  strepera  in  September  shows  a 
4.6%  annual  increase  in  population  trends  in  Britain  over  the  period  1960-85.  There  is 
considerable  regional  variation,  with  increases  of  9.5%  in  southwest  Kngland,  9%  in  the 
southwest,  and  a stable  population  in  eastern  and  central  England,  which  contrasts  with  a 2% 
expansion  in  southeast  Scotland  during  1973-85.  Increases  in  September  numbers  in  areas 
where  introductions  have  taken  place  correlate  well  with  the  documented  growth  in  nesting 
pairs,  and  reflect  the  ability  of  feral  populations  to  exploit  an  increase  in  available  breeding 
habitat.  Longer-established  populations  in  southeast  Scotland  and  East  Anglia  show  more 
stable  population  trends,  reflecting  the  sedentary  nature  of  the  species  and  more-complete 
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habitat  occupancy.  There  were  600-610  breeding  pairs  in  Britain  and  Ireland  in  1983.  It  is 
suggested  that,  with  the  possible  exception  of  the  Scottish  populations,  the  main 
colonisation  of  Britain  has  been  achieved  only  with  the  aid  of  introductions;  the  Irish 
population  may  have  colonised  naturally. 
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Appendix  1.  Statistical  results  obtained  in  analyses  of  population  trends 

1.  slope  = 4.6%,  r = 0.71,  P<0.01  4.  r = 0.81,  PcO.Ol 

2.  r = 0.95,  P<0.001  5.  r = 0.81,  PcO.OOl 

3.  r = 0.89,  TcO.001  6.  r = 0.903,  PcO.001 
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C%  QNo  prizes  for  identifying  this  bird  as  an  auk,  indeed  Guillemot 
A Oilria  aalge  should  have  been  the  first  reaction.  Of  the  three  similar 
auks  in  the  Western  Palearctic,  Razorbill  A lea  torda  can  be  instantly  ruled 
out  as  our  bird  has  a square,  not  pointed  tail  and  the  bill  is  long  and 
tapering  rather  than  short  and  thick  with  vertical  white  bands.  The  other 
species,  Briinnich’s  Guillemot  U.  lomvia , requires  more  care  to  separate 

from  Guillemot.  One  of  the  most 
important  features  of  Briinnich’s  is 
the  presence  of  a pale  stripe  along 
the  cutting  edge  at  the  base  of  the 
upper  mandible  (white  basally, 
shading  to  pale  grey).  A closer 
look  at  the  photograph  shows  that 
our  bird  has  just  such  a line.  Well, 
could  it  be  a Briinnich’s?  Let’s 
examine  some  of  the  other  fea- 
tures. Even  in  a black-and-white 
photograph,  we  can  see  that  our 
bird  is  not  really  black  above;  in 
fact  the  relatively  pale  (brown) 
upperparts  indicate  that  this  is  a 
southern  Guillemot  of  the  West 
European  race  U.  a.  albionis  which  in 
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Britain  breeds  from  southern  Scotland  southwards.  The  nominate  race, 
which  breeds  in  northern  Scotland,  the  Faroes,  Greenland,  Iceland  and 
parts  of  eastern  Canada  and  northern  Norway,  is  considerably  darker 
above,  but  still  not  the  Razorbill-black  of  a Briinnich's  Guillemot.  Looking 
at  the  flanks  of  our  bird,  we  can  see  that  there  is  some  dark  streaking;  this 
is  a variable  feature  of  Guillemot,  but  all  individuals  show  some  streaks,  a 
feature  not  present  on  Briinnich’s.  But  what  about  that  pale  bill-stripe? 
Well,  that’s  a red-herring.  Small  numbers  of  Guillemots  show  this  feature, 
but  it  is  never  so  prominent  nor  so  well  developed  as  that  of  Briinnich’s.  A 
better  guide  is  the  shape  of  the  bill.  On  Briinnich’s,  the  bill  is  both  shorter 
(about  half  the  loral  distance)  and  thicker  than  that  of  Guillemot,  and  it 
usually  shows  a prominently  angled  gonys.  On  our  bird,  the  bill  gradually 
tapers  to  a point,  and  is  approximately  equal  to  the  loral  distance.  Further 
distinctions  between  the  two  species  in  breeding  plumage  are  the  sharply 
pointed,  inverted  V of  white  that  extends  from  the  upper  breast  towards 
the  throat  of  Briinnich’s.  On  Guillemot,  this  is  usually  rounded  at  the  top. 
though  some  individuals  can  appear  to  have  a pointed  V at  times.  Going 
back  to  that  pale  bill-stripe,  it  is  not  uncommon  for  Guillemots  to  hold  a 
sand-eel  Ammodytes  in  their  bill  for  long  periods,  sometimes  30  minutes  or 
more.  At  a distance,  this  can  give  the  impression  of  both  a pale  bill-stripe 
and  a thicker  bill  profile. 

This  fine  shot  of  a Guillemot  was  taken  by  Ed  Mackrill  at  Flamborough 
Head,  Humberside,  in  July  1982.  I AIN  ROBERTSON 


38.  Mystery'  photograph  129.  Identify  the  species.  Answer  next  month 
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Occurrence  of  ‘Russian’  Bean  Geese  in  Lanca- 
shire/Merseyside The  small  flocks  of  Bean  Geese 
Anser  fabalis  which  winter  in  Britain  consist  of  indi- 
viduals of  the  long-billed  nominate  race  A.  f fabalis, 
known  as  the  ‘Western'  Bean  Goose  (Ogilvie  1978). 

Stragglers  appearing  in  very  small  numbers  with 
flocks  of  other  goose  species,  in  England  principally 
W hite-fronted  A.  albifrons,  include  short-billed  indi- 
viduals with  the  characters  of  the  so-called  ‘Russian' 

Bean  Goose  A.  f.  rossicus  or  intergrades  (Cramp  & 

Simmons  1977;  Ogilvie  1978).  The  nominate  race  breeds  in  the  boreal 
forest  (taiga)  zone  of  northern  Europe  to  the  Urals,  while  the  race  rossicus 
nests  on  the  tundra  of  the  USSR  from  Kanin  to  the  Taymyr  Peninsula.  To 
the  east,  the  former  race  gives  way  to  A.  f.  johanseni  and  then  A.  f. 
middmdorffti,  which  are  both  long-billed,  while  rossicus  gives  way  to  the 
heavier-billed  race  A.  f.  serrirostris',  there  is  a broad  zone  of  intergradation, 
especially  in  the  western  part  of  the  distribution  (Cramp  & Simmons 
1977). 

Since  intergrades  occur  in  this,  essentially  clinal  species,  field  identifica- 
tion of  Bean  Goose  races  may  pose  practical  difficulties;  Ogilvie  (1978) 
urged  birdwatchers  to  draw  the  bills  and  the  extent  of  their  orange  and 
black  markings  in  order  to  ‘assemble  knowledge  on  the  range  of  variation  of 
Bean  Geese  in  given  areas.’  Published  field  characters  and  measurements 
(Cramp  & Simmons  1977)  suggest  that,  under  good  conditions,  experi- 
enced observers  may  successfully  distinguish  between  ‘typical’  individuals 


Fig.  1 . Scale  drawings  of  bills  of  three  Bean  Geese  Anser Jabalis  shot  Ribble  estuary,  Lancashire 
(see  table  1).  Stippling  indicates  extent  of  orange  pigmentation.  The  typically  convex  lower 
mandible  of  the  tundra-breeding  races  is  apparent:  1 and  2 are  of  the  race  rossicus ; 3 is  closest  to 
race  serrirostris  or  an  intergrade  between  rossicus  and  serrirostris 
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of  Jabalis  and  rossicus , the  two  races  known  to  winter  in  Western  Europe, 
especially  when  other  geese  are  present  for  size  comparison. 

During  the  11  winters  1975/76-1985/86,  in  Lancashire  and  north 
Merseyside,  we  recorded  9 1 Bean  Geese  which  we  could  confidently  ascribe 
to  a subspecies  or  recognisable  intergrade.  These  included  four  individuals 
shot  by  wildfowlers  on  the  Ribble  estuary  in  mistake  for  Pink-footed  Geese 
A.  brachyrhynchus , while  all  the  others  were  observed  at  close  range  in  flocks 
of  Pink-footed  Geese.  Of  the  total  of  91,  32  (35%)  were  ascribed  to  the  race 
Jabalis,  56  (61%)  to  the  race  rossicus,  and  three  were  regarded  as  of  the  race 
sernrostns  or  rossicus/ serrirostris  intergrades.  The  largest  influx  of  Russian 
Bean  Geese  (22  sightings)  occurred  during  the  severe  winter  of  1981/82. 

I he  four  shot  geese  were  examined  in  fresh  condition,  three  being  measured 
using  the  criteria  recommended  by  Cramp  & Simmons  (1977)  (table  1,  fig. 
1).  I hree  individuals  (including  the  one  not  measured)  are  typical  of  the 
race  rossicus ; the  fourth  (specimen  3)  is  closest  to  serrirostris  or  an  intergrade 
between  rossicus  and  serrirostris  (its  measurements  overlap  with  those  of 
rossicus , the  bill  length  being  at  the  very  upper  end  of  the  range  for  a male). 
We  have  not  located  any  other  British-taken  specimens  of  Russian  Bean 
Geese  in  museums,  although  our  search  was  not  exhaustive.  Captive  origin 
of  these  geese  seems  unlikely,  and,  incidentally,  The  Wildfowl  Trust  at 
Martin  Mere,  Lancashire,  has  reported  no  escapes  during  the  period  of  the 
study. 

Since  1970,  w hen  there  were  25,000  Bean  Geese  wintering  in  the  Nether- 
lands, the  numbers  there  have  increased,  the  Russian  form  being 
commoner  than  the  Western  race  in  that  country  (van  den  Bergh  1985:  Dr 
M.  A.  Ogilvie  in  litt.).  In  hard  winters,  even  greater  numbers  of  this  species 
move  w'estw'ards  into  the  Netherlands,  with  no  fewer  than  144,000  in 
198 1 /82,  of  w'hich  a maximum  of  18,000  w'ere  labelled  /abatis  by  the  Dutch; 
it  is  possible  that  displacements  from  these  flocks  are  responsible  for  the 
occurrences  of  Russian  Bean  Geese  in  northwest  England.  Circumstantial 
support  for  such  movements  is  provided  by  the  recovery  on  the  Ribble 

Table  1.  Measurements  (mm)  of  three  freshly  dead  Bean  Geese  Anser  fabalis.  shot  Ribble 

estuary,  Lancashire 

Methods  used  for  measuring  are  those  described  by  Cramp  & Simmons  ( 1977).  See  also  fig.  1 


Specimen  1 Specimen  2 Specimen  3 

(imm,  24  Oct  (imin,  24  Oct  (ad  $,  8 Oct 

1981)  1981)  1982) 


Right-wing  length 

430 

420 

440 

Left-w  ing  length 

430 

(outer  tips 
damaged) 
450 

444 

Bill  length 

54 

58 

63 

Bill  depth  (low  er  mandible) 

8 

10 

9 

Middle-toe  length 

78 

79 

80 

Tarsus  length 

— 

— 

80 

Tail 

— 

— 

129 

No.  serrations  on  edge  of 
upper  mandible 

21 

21 

21 

70 
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estuary  on  1 3th  February  1982  of  a Pink-footed  Goose  which  had  been 
ringed  in  Flevoland,  Netherlands,  on  8th  January  1981.  Although  there 
have  been  recoveries  of  Icelandic-ringed  Pink-feet  in  the  Netherlands,  it 
seems  much  more  likely  that  this  individual  was  from  the  Svalbard- 
breeding  population,  which  winters  on  the  Continent,  separately  lrom  the 
Iceland  and  Greenland  breeders  that  winter  in  Britain.  1 his  was  the  first 
Pink-foot  ringed  on  the  Continent  to  be  recovered  in  Britain  and  Ireland, 
and  it  appeared  soon  after  record  numbers  of  this  species  (Forshaw  1983) 
and  of  Russian  Bean  Geese  had  been  counted  in  Lancashire/Merseyside. 

A Bean  Goose  showing  the  characters  of  the  race  middendorjjh  was 
observed  in  the  Netherlands  on  18th  January  1982  (van  den  Bergh  1984). 
As  long-distance  vagrancy  by  wildfowl  is  well  established,  there  seems  no 
reason  why  occasional  individuals  of  this  race  and  also  of  serrirostris  should 
not  appear  in  Western  Europe,  including  Britain. 

We  are  grateful  to  C.  R.  Flodgson,  DrJ.  Kear,  Dr  M.  Largen,  D.  K.  Read 
and  Dr  P.  E.  Wheeler  for  information  and  ideas. 

Philip  H.  Smith  and  W.  Derek  Forshaw 
Biology  Department , The  Polytechnic,  Byrom  Street , Liverpool  L33AF 
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Mallards  diving  like  sawbills  in  deep,  fast-flowing  water  On  1 6th 

April  1984,  at  Grantown-on-Spey,  Highland,  I was  walking  alongside  the 
River  Spey  where  a footpath  follows  the  outside  of  a curve,  so  that  the 
deepest  and  fastest  part  of  the  river  is  near  to  the  opposite  bank.  About  75  m 
away,  some  ducks  were  bouncing  in  and  out  of  the  swiftest  water.  Expecting 
them  to  be  sawbills  Aiergus , I approached,  only  to  find  that  they  were 
Mallards  Anas  platyrhynchos.  Two  individuals  were  diving,  submerging 
totally;  having  been  swept  quickly  downstream  for  some  metres,  they 
popped  up,  swam  towards  the  bank  and  then  worked  their  way  upstream  in 
the  quiet  water  under  the  overhanging  boughs,  to  begin  another  dive.  This 
behaviour  continued  for  maybe  20  minutes  after  I had  first  observed  it. 
Three  Mallards  were  resting:  one  on  the  bank  itself,  and  two  on  the 
horizontal  lower  branches  of  the  overhanging  trees.  ELSPETH  Bartlett 

1 Craigrory,  North  Kessock,  Inverness  IV1 1XH 
Dr  M.  A.  Ogilvie  has  commented  that  this  is  ‘quite  common  in  still  water  when  there  is  a 
good  food  source  available  (e.g.  grain  in  ponds  at  Slimbridge)’,  but  that  he  has  not  heard  of  it 
in  fast-flowing  water.  We  have  previously  published  a note  concerning  Mallards  diving  to 
catch  fish  fry  (Brit.  Birds  70:  164).  Eds 


Immature  Mediterranean  Gull  ‘playing’  with  stick  On  2 1st  December 
1984,  at  the  Oued  Sous  estuary  near  Agadir,  Morocco,  1 saw  a first-winter 
Med  iterranean  Gull  Larus  rnelanocephalus  standing  in  shallow  water 
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repeatedly  pick  up  and  drop  a stick  about  10  cm  long;  eventually  it  lost 
interest  and  resumed  resting  and  feeding.  Similar  behaviour  occurs  in  adult 
courtship  ( BWP , vol.  3),  but  I can  find  no  reference  to  its  being  performed 
either  by  immatures  or  on  wintering  grounds.  A.  G.  Duff 

99  Willow  Avenue , Huntington,  New  York,  NY 11743,  USA 


Black-headed  Gull  dropping  and  re-catching  circular  object  in  air  On 

I 1th  November  1984,  from  the  cliff-top  path  above  Durdle  Door,  near 
Lulworth  Cove,  Dorset,  I saw  an  adult  Black-headed  Gull  Larus  ridibundus 
behaving  unusually.  F rom  a height  ol  about  250m,  it  was  dropping  a round, 
dark  object  seemingly  no  more  than  about  5cm  in  diameter,  and  then 
immediately  diving  and  catching  it  before  it  had  fallen  more  than  20-30m:  it 
then  climbed  to  its  original  position,  dropped  the  object  once  more  and, 
with  wings  drawn  into  its  body  like  a gannet  Sula,  speedily  dived  after  it  and 
caught  it  again.  1 watched  the  gull  through  binoculars,  and  this  entire 
process  of  drop-dive-and-catch  was  repeated  another  five  or  six  times. 
1 inally,  the  gull  flew  out  of  sight  below  the  cliff.  I was  unable  to  identify  the 
object,  but  it  seems  unlikely  to  have  been  a shellfish  as  the  beach  was  offine 
shingle  that  is  pounded  quite  heavily  by  the  sea;  neither  were  there  am 
rocks  nearby  that  the  gull  may  have  used  as  an  ‘anvil’,  and  no  other  gulls 
were  involved.  From  the  dexterity  it  displayed,  the  gull  was  no  stranger  to 
this  activity.  I can  find  no  reference  to  this  behaviour  in  the  literature  I have 
consulted.  Coi.in  Graham 

81  Marriott  Street , Redjern,  NSW  2016,  Australia 


Hovering  flight  of  Tawny  Owl,  and  possible  cause  of  increased 
mortality  in  cold  weather  Hovering  flight  by  the  Tawny  Owl  Stri.x  aluco 
has  been  recorded  only  infrequently.  At  23.30  GMT  on  8th  February 
1986,  while  driving  along  a country'  lane  near  Marshwood,  Dorset.  1 
came  across  a Tawny  Owl  standing  facing  me  in  the  centre  of  the  road. 
To  avoid  colliding  with  it,  I was  forced  to  slow  down  and,  as  1 came  to  a 
halt,  the  owl  took  off  to  its  left,  turned  through  180°  and  reached  a 
position  level  with  the  front  of,  and  about  3 m to  the  offside  of,  my 
vehicle.  Just  over  1 m above  the  verge,  it  started  to  hover  with  long,  fast 
wingbeats,  maintaining  its  position  for  about  ten  seconds;  it  then 
hovered  while  facing  in  the  same  direction  as  I was,  but  after  a few 
seconds  turned  its  head  approximately  135°  backwards  to  its  left  and 
looked  at  me,  as  if  waiting  for  me  to  move  so  that  it  could  return  to  its 
original  position.  I remained  stationary  and  the  owl  described  a 
leisurely  arc  in  front  of  me  and  perched  on  a branch  on  the  nearside 
hedge  (there  was  no  suitable  perch  on  the  offside  hedge),  from  which 
positions  we  ‘studied  each  other'  for  about  two  minutes;  a vehicle  then 
came  from  the  opposite  direction,  I had  to  reverse,  and  the  owl  flew  off. 

At  18.45  GMT  on  27th  February  1986,  driving  along  a country  lane 
near  Whitchurch  Ganonicorum,  Dorset,  l again  had  to  slow  and  stop  to 
avoid  colliding  with  a Tawny  Owl  standing  facing  me  in  the  centre  of 
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the  road;  the  owl  Hew  off.  During  the  very  cold  month  of  February'  1986, 
I also  saw  three  roadside  corpses  of  this  species  in  far  west  Dorset. 

Despite  travelling  the  roads  of  Dorset  for  many  thousands  of  hours,  I 
have  not  previously  seen  Tawny  Owls  standing  in  the  centre  of  the 
road,  nor  such  frequency  of  road  casualties  of  this  species.  I suspect 
that,  during  very  cold  spells,  the  owl  may  stand  in  the  road  at  locations 
known  to  it  as  mammal  runs,  thereby  increasing  its  chances  of 
obtaining  prey  in  the  very  difficult  hunting  conditions,  but  also 
increasing  the  risk  of  its  becoming  a road-accident  victim. 

Robin  M ason 
Police  House , Hill  Road , Lyme  Regis , Dorset  DT7  3PG 


Skylark  singing  close  to  hovering  Kestrel  At  about  15.30  GMT  on  23rd 
April  1986,  near  Bishop’s  Lydeard,  Taunton,  Somerset,  I saw  a female 
Kestrel  Falco  tinnuncufus  hovering  about  10  m above  an  arable  field,  with  a 
Skylark  Alauda  arvensis  hovering  and  singing  about  2 m above  it.  This 
continued  for  at  least  30  seconds,  before  the  lark  rose  higher,  still  singing, 
and  the  falcon  moved  off  to  hover  at  a different  site  over  the  field.  Because  of 
its  relative  position,  the  Skylark  was  apparently  safe  from  attack  by  the 
Kestrel,  which  was  presumably  scanning  the  ground  for  prey. 

A.  P.  Radford 

Crossways  Cottage , West  Bagborough,  Taunton , Somerset  TA4  3EG 

Derek  Goodwin  has  commented:  Tn  many  birds,  a mild  degree  of  alarm  seems  often  to  elicit 
song.’  The  behaviour  described  may  in  fact  be  commonplace,  even  if  not  often  reported.  Eds 


Sand  Martins  apparently  dusting  The  editorial  comment  to  a note  by 
Michael  Clegg  on  Sand  Martins  Ripana  nparia  feeding  on  the  ground  {Brit. 
Birds  77:  361)  stated  that,  so  far  as  is  known,  there  are  no  other  records  of 
dusting  by  this  species.  On  two  occasions,  I have  observed  Sand  Martins 
apparently  dusting:  on  8th  August  1979,  on  a gravel  road  at  Stanton 
Harcourt  Gravel-pits,  Oxfordshire  (75-100  individuals);  and  on  24th  July 
1982,  on  a metalled  path  dividing  the  two  waters  at  Farmoor  Reservoir, 
Oxfordshire  (600-700  martins).  Both  parties  were  almost  entirely  of 
juveniles.  On  both  occasions,  the  martins  were  lying  on  the  ground  with 
wings  outspread,  primarily  as  if  sunning;  they  were  making  wriggling 
movements,  sometimes  pecking  at  the  ground,  sometimes  preening  vigor- 
ously. This  gave  the  appearance  of ‘anting’,  but  close  examination  of  the 
ground  afterwards  gave  no  evidence  of  the  presence  of  ants,  nor  of  any  item 
which  might  serve  as  food;  I assumed  that  they  might  have  been  picking  up 
grit,  but  cannot  be  sure.  In  all  this  activity,  the  martins  made  the  dust  fly. 
The  dusting,  however,  appeared  less  deliberate  than  that  of  other 
passerines  (e.g.  House  Sparrow  Passer  domesticus),  and  it  is  possible  that  it 
was  incidental,  although,  considering  how  unfamiliar  Sand  Martins  are 
with  being  on  the  ground,  it  would  have  been  surprising  had  the  activity 
been  more  extravagant.  John  BRUCKER 

65  Yamton  Road , Kidlington , Oxjord  0X5 1 AT 
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Siberian  Thrush  in  Co.  Cork  Atabout  13.00GMTon  18th  October  1985, 
I was  walking  along  the  ‘High  Roach  on  Cape  Clear  Island,  Co.  Cork,  when 
I noticed  a thrush  flying  from  a small  bush  into  a grassy  field.  At  first 
glance,  I thought  it  was  a Song  Thrush  Turdus  philomelos , but  it  seemed  too 
dark  for  that  species  and  I then  saw  that  it  had  a very  conspicuous 
supercilium,  recalling  Redwing  T.  iliacus , but  very  heavy  spotting  on  almost 
the  entire  underparts  ruled  out  that  species  also.  Puzzled,  I tried  to  get 
closer,  but  disturbed  the  bird.  When  it  flew,  I was  amazed  to  see  white  tips 
to  the  outer  tail-feathers  and  a striking  underwing  pattern.  For  the  next  30 
minutes  I took  notes,  and  then  returned  to  the  bird  observatory  to  inform 
the  warden,  Dave  Borton,  and  to  check  the  literature,  which  suggested  that 
the  bird  was  almost  certainly  an  immature  or  female  Siberian  Thrush 
Zoothera  sibirica.  I returned  to  the  area  with  1)B  and  Mike  Pollard,  and  over 
the  next  2V2  hours  we  took  detailed  notes: 


Fig.  1.  Female  Siberian  Thrush 
Zoothera  sibirica , Co.  Cork, 
October  1985  {Mike  Pollard) 


size  About  same  as  Song  Thrush. 


head  Broad  creamy  supercilium  extended 
from  base  of  bill  to  just  before  nape,  where  it 
curved  sharply  downwards;  very  pale  brown 
at  base  of  bill,  becoming  light  creamy  colour 
above  and  behind  eye,  where  most  obvious. 
Very  dark  brown  crown  and  dark  brown  ear- 
coverts.  Lower  ear-coverts  paler  and  greyer, 
with  dark  brown  flecking.  Nape  slightly  paler 
than  crown,  more  olive-brown.  Pale  narrow, 
off-white  eye-ring,  less  obvious  above  eve, 
where  it  merged  with  supercilium.  Lores 
dark  brown.  Very  conspicuous,  creamy  sub- 
moustachial  stripe  bordered  below  by  dark 
brown  malar  stripe. 

upperparts  Mantle  dark  olive-brown  simi- 
lar to  that  of  Redwing,  contrasting  quite 
markedly  with  rump,  which  distinctly  grey- 
toned. 

wings  L pperwing  dark  brown,  with  very 
obvious  warm  rufous  tone  to  most  feathers. 


and  median  coverts.  Striking  underwing 
pattern:  broad,  buffish  band  running  full 
length  of  wing  contrasting  with  otherwise 
dark  brown  underwing,  very  eye-catching 
when  bird  in  flight.  I'pperwing  also 
appeared  to  have  this  pattern,  but  to  much 
lesser  degree. 

tail  Dark  olive-brown  with  white  tips  to 
outer  tail-feathers.  White  tips  v isible  only  in 
flight,  when  very  obvious. 
underparts  Strong  o range-bull  wash  on 
upper  breast  faded  quickly  to  off-white  on 
lower  breast  and  more  greyish-white  on 
flanks,  becoming  almost  pure  white  on  belly. 
Ventral  area  and  undertail-coverts  off-white. 
Whole  of  breast  had  dark  brown  crescentic 
markings  with  dark  brown  spotting  on 
ventral  area,  undertail-coverts  and  sides  of 
neck.  Some  indistinct  brown  streaking  on 
flanks.  Belly  unmarked. 


Primary  tips  and  tips  of  primary  coverts  dark 
chocolate-brown.  Two  conspicuous  pale 
wing-bars,  formed  by  pale  bull  tips  to  greater 


bare  parts  Bill  similar  in  size  to  that  of  Song 
Thrush:  dark  brown,  slightly  paler  on  lower 
mandible;  rather  yellowish  at  base.  Eyes 
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39.  Female  Siberian  Thrush  Z oothera  sibirica,  Co.  Cork,  October  1985  (A/.  O'Donnell ) 


dark  brown/black.  Legs  strikingly  pale  holding  body  horizontal,  but  appearing  to 
pinkish-orange,  appearing  slightly  longer  arch  back  at  same  time,  giving  it  hunch- 
than  those  of  Song  Thrush.  backed  appearance.  When  it  stopped,  had 

behaviour  Very  like  Song  Thrush  in  all  head  cocked  to  one  side  in  same  manner  as 
respects,  feeding  in  open  for  almost  the  whole  ‘5°n§  ^ brush.  It  ate  several  earthworms  and 
period  of  observation.  When  alarmed,  would  blackberries,  which  it  swallowed  whole, 
fly  into  bushes,  but  return  to  open  after  about  voice  Call  similar  to  that  of  Song  Thrush:  a 
ten  minutes.  Hopped  rapidly  across  ground,  short  ‘Zif , but  softer  and  heard  only  rarely. 

This  record  has  been  accepted  as  the  first  for  Ireland  by  the  Irish  Rare 
Birds  Committee  (Irish  Birds  3:  273-286,  322).  It  is  the  fifth  for  Britain  and 
Ireland  combined,  the  previous  four  all  being  adult  males:  on  the  Isle  of 
May,  Fife,  during  2nd-4th  October  1954  (Brit.  Birds  48:  21-24),  in 
Hampshire  on  28th  December  1976  (Brit.  Birds  72:  121-122),  in  Norfolk  on 
25th  December  1977  (Brit.  Birds  72:  122-123),  and  in  Orkney  on  13th 
November  1984  (Brit.  Birds  78:  573).  In  his  assessment  of  this  record  for  the 
IRBC,  Phil  Round  stated  (in  litt.)  that,  in  his  experience  of  the  species  in 
Thailand,  the  downward  curve  of  the  supercilium  around  the  rear  of  the 
ear-  coverts  is  an  important  feature.  The  very  pale,  pinkish-orange  colour  of 
the  legs — a feature  which  I found  very  prominent — has  been  noted  by 
Jepson  (1985)  and  Sharrock  (1985)  as  being  characteristic  of  Siberian 
Thrush.  An  observer  faced  with  a possible  Siberian  Thrush  should  not  have 
any  great  problem:  the  distinctive  shape  of  the  supercilium,  the  crescentic 
markings  on  the  breast,  the  striking  colour  of  the  legs,  and.  while  in  flight, 
the  underwing  pattern  and  white  tips  to  the  outer  tail-feathers  should  all 
help  to  clinch  the  identification.  MICHAEL  O Donnell 

2 Alden  Road , Verbena  Estate . Sutton.  Dublin  13.  Ireland 
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PhotoSpot 


25.  Black  Vulture 

When  seen  at  a moderate  distance  in  the  field,  the  Black  Vulture 
Aegypius  monachus  is  just  a ‘very  big  and  very  black’  vulture.  When 
viewed  closer,  however,  one  sees  that  its  facial  features  are  unique  and, 
to  my  mind,  resemble  the  mask  of  a clown.  This  individual  was 
photographed  in  the  southern  Arava  in  Israel,  from  a hide  3.5  m away 
from  a carcase  on  which  it  was  dining. 

The  bird  in  the  photograph  is  young,  as  shown  by  the  pink  at  the  base 
of  the  bill,  the  fleshy  orbital  ring,  and  the  exposed  skin  on  its  nape  and 
legs.  On  adults,  these  bare-parts  are  greyish-blue.  Young  Black  Vultures 
usually  have  uniformly  dark  underwing-coverts  which  contrast  with  the 
lighter  remiges.  Adults  also  have  light  grey  spots  on  their  underwing- 
coverts. 

In  flight,  the  body  structure  and  wings  appear  large  and  bulky,  but 
the  flight  is  easy  and  impressive:  the  wings  appear  rectangular,  the  tail 
short,  and  the  head  prominent.  The  wings  are  held  in  line  with  the 
body,  unlike  Griffon  Vulture  Gyps fulvus,  which  raises  its  wings  in  a ‘V’. 

The  Black  Vulture  breeds  in  Europe  and  southern  Asia  and  winters 
in  small  numbers  south  of  its  breeding  areas.  In  Israel,  it  is  a very  rare 
migrant  and  an  occasional  winterer,  but  has  been  known  to  breed  in 
northern  Israel  in  the  past.  The  southern  Arava  in  Israel  is  one  of  the 
few,  if  not  the  only,  places  where  Black  Vulture  can  be  seen  sharing  a 
carcase  with  Eappet-faced  Vulture  Torgos  tracheliotus  (see  PhotoSpot  in  a 
future  issue  of  BB). 

40.  Juvenile  Black  Vulture  Aegypius  monachus , Israel,  November  1986  (H.  Shirihai) 


[Bnt.  Birds  81:  75-77.  February  1988] 
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76  PhotoSpot 

This  PhotoSpot  is  dedicated  to  Paul  Doherty  in  thanks  for  his  help  and  encourage- 
ment in  teaching  me  photography,  and  for  the  great  photographs  which  he  has  produced 
for  the  International  Birdwatching  Centre  in  Eilat.  H ADOR  A M S I II R I II A I 

PO  Box  774,  Eilat  88100,  Israel 

41.  Black  Vulture  Aeg)<pus  monachus,  Israel,  November  1986  (H.  Shirihai) 


[ I'he  inclusion  of  colour  plates  40  and  41  has  been  subsidised  by  ZEISS  West  Germany] 


spcucntp-fibc  peats  ago... 


‘On  December  1 3th,  1912.  my  brother  shot  a C mrlew-Sand piper  (Erolia Jerruginea)  at  Caimess, 
Aberdeenshire.  I saw  the  bird  hall  an  hour  after  it  was  dead,  and  was  able  to  identify  it.  Mv 
brother  thought  it  was  a Dunlin,  but  1 directly  noticed  the  white  rump  and  tail-coverts,  and  the 
slightly  longer  and  more  curved  bill,  being  well  acquainted  with  Curlew-Sandpipers,  having 
kept  them  as  pets  in  my  smoking-room.’  (Brit.  Birds  b:  281,  February  1913) 


Letters 


Field  identification  of  black-headed  Yellow  Wagtails  When  discussing 
races  of  the  Yellow  Wagtail  Motacilla flava.  Martin  van  den  Berg  and  Gerald 
Oreel  (Brit.  Birds  78:  176-188)  claimed  that  ‘most  records  o i' Jeldegg  in 
western  Europe  probably  result  from  confusion  with  the  grey-headed  race 
thunbergi . ’ The  Swedish  records  (13  to  date)  are  mentioned  among  the 
unreliable.  The  reasons  for  their  doubts  were  (1)  that  British  and  Dutch 
record  descriptions  did  not  convincingly  exclude  the  race  thunbergi.  and  (2) 
that  the  timing  of  the  records  in  Belgium,  Britain,  the  Netherlands  and 
Sweden  largely  concurred  with  the  spring  migration  ol  thunbergi  instead  of 
an  expected  somewhat  earlier  pattern,  in  ‘(March)  and  April'  rather  than 
in  May  and  June. 

I will  speak  onlv  for  the  Swedish  records.  Elev  en  of  the  13  records  have 
been  examined  by  the  national  rarities  committee.  The  majority  of  the 
submitted  descriptions  have  been  sufficiently  detailed  and  relevant  to 
eliminate  dark  thunbergi . and.  in  a couple  of  records,  photographic  evidence 
conclusively  shows  adult  males  o ffeldegg.  It  is  true  that  the  Swedish  records 
have  been  made  between  5th  and  24th  May.  with  a peak  in  mid  May,  but 
the  same  pattern  is  found  for  the  Swedish  records  of  British  Yellow 
W agtails  of  the  subspecies  flavissima  (at  least  13  records  ol  males;  a few 
breeding  records  on  the  south  and  west  coasts;  May-early  June);  if  these 
have  been  misidentified  too,  with  what  have  w e confused  them?  I think  that 
not  only  do  we  but  also  people  abroad  have  to  accept  that  Motacil/a J.  flava 
returns  to  Sweden  in  early  May,  that  the  grey-headed  race  thunbergi  passes 
through  south  Sweden  during  about  5th-20th  May.  and  that  vagrant 
flavissima  a nd  feldegg  occur  at  the  same  time.  The  weather  in  April  in  Sweden 
is  not  suitable  for  the  Yellow  Wagtail,  regardless  ofsubspecies — it  is  simply 
too  early. 

I disagree  with  van  den  Berg  & Oreel  that  males  of  /e/degg  and  thunbergi 
can  be  very  similar  to  the  point  of  confusion.  We  are  talking  about  held 
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identification  of  subspecies,  always  requiring  close,  good  views.  YV  ith  this 
kept  in  mind,  I cannot  see  how  a good  Jeldegg,  with  its  completely  glossy 
black  head  and  a distinct  demarcation  to  the  green  mantle,  and  only  a little 
green  (never  grey)  admixed  in  the  black  nape  in  fresh  plumage  on  some, 
could  be  confused  with  a thunbergi , which  is  always  grey  on  the  nape  down  to 
the  mantle,  and  a little  darker  grey  on  the  crown,  not  black.  Only  some  very 
worn  late  June  individuals  (towards  the  end  of  their  breeding  season) 
become  dark  grey  all  over  the  crown  and  nape  and  blackish  on  the  ear- 
coverts,  but  they  are  still  neither  glossy  nor  black.  Dark-headed  Yellow 
Wagtails  in  May  or  early  June  on  spring  migration  or  shortly  afterwards 
should  never  present  a problem.  IfSammalisto  found  three  black-headed 
birds  in  Finland  in  1955-80,  as  quoted  in  van  den  Berg  & Oreel,  I suggest 
that  he  found  three  genuine  Jeldegg , rather  than  three  aberrant  thunbergi. 

Birds  which  are  not  good,  clean  Jeldegg  but  are  showing  traces  of  inter- 
gradation with Jlava , cinereocapilla  or  even  beema  might  be  much  more  similar 
to  thunbergi  and  problematic  to  identify  with  certainty.  But  who  expected 
anything  else?  (And  this  brings  us  outside  the  issue  brought  up  by  van  den 
Berg  & Oreel.)  LarsSvensson 

Sturegatan  60,  S-114  36  Stockholm,  Sweden 

Martin  van  den  Berg  and  Gerald  J.  Oreel  have  commented  as  follows:  ‘We  cannot  accept 
Lars  Svensson’s  view  on  the  identification  of  jeldegg.  In  an  attempt  to  simplify  this  problem,  he 
just  denies  the  incidence  of  black-headed  variants  in  the  thunbergi  population.  This  is  at 
complete  variance  with  the  results  of  previous  studies  on  this  subject  (including  those  by 
Sammalisto).  Svensson’s  suggestion  that  the  three  black-headed  thunbergi  studied  by 
Sammalisto  in  Finland  were  in  fact  Jeldegg  is  without  foundation.  We  remain  of  the  opinion, 
therefore,  that  extralimital  Jeldegg  can  safely  be  identified  only  by  using  a combination  of 
features  (including  the  call  note).  If  Svensson’s  oversimplified  view  has  been  prevalent  in  the 
Swedish  rarities  committee,  then  its  apparently  high  acceptance  rate  of Jeldegg  records  is,  at 
least  partly,  explained. 

'When  discussing  the  temporal  distribution  of  Jeldegg  records  in  western  Europe,  we  did  not 
claim  that  all  May-June  records  were  the  result  of  confusion  with  thunbergi.  We  argued  only 
that  the  observed  vagrancy  pattern  did  not  agree  with  the  expected  one  (the  majority — but  not 
all — being  adult  males  in  April,  which,  as  pointed  out  by  us,  return  well  before  the  other  age 
and  sex  categories,  whose  identification  was  not  dealt  with  in  our  paper).  At  least  some  of  the 
post-April  claims  of  adult  male  Jeldegg  may  be  genuine.’  Eds 


Crown  colour  of  White-crowned  Black  Wheatear  The  occurrence  of 
the  White-crowned  Black  Wheatear  Oenanthe  leucopyga  in  Suffolk  (Brit.  Birds 
79:  22 1 -227)  recalls  a brief  study  of  0. 1.  emesti  made  during  an  expedition  to 
Jordan  in  1963.  This  race  was  common  in  the  Wadi  Rum  area,  nesting  in 
the  crevices  of  the  high  jebels.  Of  13  breeding  adults,  only  three  had  white 
crowns,  or  indeed  any  trace  of  white  on  the  head.  In  view  of  this  curious 
ratio,  it  would  be  interesting  to  know  whether  the  species  is  truly  dimorphic 
or  whether  perhaps  the  white  crown  is  acquired  only  after  the  second  or 
third  moult.  The  birds  in  Jordan  showed  a smaller  area  of  white  on  the  tail 
than  those  of  the  nominate  race  in  North  Africa.  A feature  not  mentioned  in 
B.  J.  Brown’s  article,  nor  apparent  in  the  illustrations,  is  that  this  species 
has  a very  noticeably  large  head,  which  at  a distance  easily  distinguishes  it 
from  other  wheatears.  The  two  illustrations  of  0.  I.  emesti  on  pages  77  and 
140  in  my  Portrait  of  a Desert  (Collins  1964)  show  this  clearly  and  also  the 
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stouter  and  longer  bill  of  this  race  to  which  B.J.  Brown  refers.  I he  small  bill 
ol  the  bird  in  his  pictures  convinces  me  that  the  Suffolk  record  is  of  the 
nominate  race.  Guv  Mountfort 

Hurst  Oak , Sandy  Lane , Lyndhurst , Hampshire  S04  JDS 

Peter  Clement  has  commented:  ‘ I his  is  an  interesting  contribution  on  a rather  controversial 
and  still  unsettled  aspect  ol  wheatear  plumage.  There  arc  those  who  say  that  the  species  is 
dimorphic,  and  others  that  black  crowns  are  only  transient,  all  individuals  ultimateh 
becoming  white-crowned.  1 have  looked  at  evidence  from  studies  made  in  Saudi  Arabia 
supporting  the  latter  view,  but  I am  unconvinced.  I have  seen  skins  of  black-crowned  adults, 
and  Mr  Mountfort  s letter  is  ample  testimony  to  the  fact  that  there  is  considerable  evidence 
concerning  breeding  birds  with  black  and  with  white  crow  ns.  in  both  like  and  unlike  pairings. 
In  a family  ol  birds  noted  for  its  unstable  geneflow  and  dimorphic  (or  even  polymorphic) 
plumages,  I see  no  reason  w hy  black-crowned  birds  should  not  reach  maturity,  retaining  their 
black  crowns  throughout  adult  life.’  Eds 

Announcements 


Do  you  get  your  ‘BB’  late?  If  so,  it  is  not  our  fault.  With  the  exception  even'  year  of  the 
January  issue,  copies  of  BB  are  despatched  on  the  last  Thursday  of  the  month  preceding 
the  cover  date  (e.g.  this  February  issue  will  have  been  despatched  on  2Bth  January).  If 
your  copy  arrives  late,  the  delay  was  in  the  post.  Only  once  in  the  past  ten  years  has  BB 
been  despatched  late  (and  that  was  due  to  a printing  error  which  had  to  be  corrected,  and 
the  issue  was  only  two  days  late).  We  have,  however,  recently  received  complaints  of  late 
delivery  in  Sweden  and  in  Finland,  and  there  are  periodic  complaints  in  various  regions  of 
Britain.  If  you  have  been  affected:  sorry'.  There’s  nothing  we  can  do.  Please  complain  to 
your  own  local  post  office:  this  may  have  an  effect. 

New  books  in  British  BirdShop  In  addition  to  the  continuing  special  offers  concerning 
‘BWP’  vols.  I-V 

I he  ‘British  Birds’  Christopher  Helm  collection 
the  following  books  have  been  added  to  the  British  BirdShop  list  this  month: 

Maclean  Ducks  of  Sub-Saharan  Africa 
Polking  Nature  Photography  Yearbttok  1987-88 

Pyle,  Howell,  Yunick  & DeSante  Identification  Guide  to  North  American  Passerines 

These  can  be  obtained  POST  FREE  through  British  BirdShop.  Please  use  the  order  forms 
on  pages  xiii  and  xiv. 

Reviews 


Where  to  Watch  Birds  in  East  Anglia.  By  Peter  Clarke  and  Margaret 
Clarke.  Christopher  Helm,  London,  1987.  262  pages;  16  black-and-white 
plates;  40  line-drawings;  41  maps.  Paperback  £8.95. 

This  book  is  a guide  to  the  birds  and  their  habitats  of  the  counties  of  Norfolk.  Suffolk,  Essex 
and  Cambridgeshire.  Peter  and  Margaret  Clarke  have  combined  their  own  extensive 
knowledge,  gained  from  a lifetime’s  birdwatching,  mainly  in  Norfolk,  with  both  published 
and  privately  provided  information  from  a wide  variety  of  sources,  to  produce  an  excellent 
and  very  readable  guide  to  the  region’s  avifauna. 

Each  county  is  divided  into  areas  (Norfolk  six.  Suffolk  six,  Essex  nine  and  Cambridge 
five).  These  are  illustrated  with  maps  and  then  information  is  provided  under  the  headings 
‘Habitat’,  ‘Species’,  ‘Timing’,  ‘Access’  and  ‘Calendar’. 

It  is  the  extensive  and  very  readable  habitat  accounts  which  make  this  book  far  more  than 
a simple  account  of  what  birds  to  find  where.  The  authors  have  given  a fascinating  and 
thoroughly  absorbing  account  of  the  history  and  changes  that  have  occurred  in  recent  years, 


80 


Reviews 


clearly  showing  the  need  to  conserve  and  manage  the  habitats  that  have  survived  urban  and 
agricultural  developments.  The  habitat  sections  may  cause  even  the  most  experienced  birder 
to  pick  up  an  unfamiliar  held  guide — one  of  the  British  Floras  and  Faunas — as  many  species 
of  plants  and  animals  peculiar  to  particular  habitats  are  mentioned,  often  with  an  account  of 
their  status. 

The  species  sections  do  not  cover  universally  common  species,  except  w'here  large 
numbers  may  be  seen  on  migration  or  in  large  flocks  in  winter  quarters.  Each  area’s  special 
species  are  well  described  and  many  references  are  given  to  rare  and  semi-rare  species  that 
have  occurred  in  the  past,  and  that  may  reappear.  These  often  lengthy  descriptive  passages 
are  complemented  by  the  ‘Calendar’  sections  and,  further,  by  the  county  check  lists  to  be 
found  in  the  appendix. 

The  ‘Timing’  sections  are  brief,  and  give  a comment  about  seasons  and  favourable  weather 
conditions.  They  also  give  an  indication  of  the  best  tides  and  times  of  day,  w here  these  are 
important. 

The  ‘Access’  sections  describe  accurately  a route  to  the  birding  area  from  the  nearest 
town,  but  do  not  give  details  of  internal  layout  of  paths  and  hides  at  reserves  because  most 
reserves  are  so  well  organised  in  this  respect  nowadays. 

The  ‘Calendar’  sections  are  basic  lists  of  resident  species  and  separate  lists  of  species 
likely  to  be  encountered  in  each  area  in  each  season. 

There  are  useful  appendices  listing  organisations,  reserves,  some  additional  sites, 
birdwatchers’  code  of  conduct,  a further  reading  list,  and  the  county  check  lists,  with 
Fluntingdonshire  and  Peterborough  listed  separately. 

The  book  is  illustrated  with  maps,  black-and-white  photographs,  and  40  vignettes  by  Alan 
Wood,  which  are  reminiscent  of  the  work  of  Richard  Richardson,  to  whose  memory  Peter 
and  Margaret  Clarke  dedicate  this  very  enjoyable  and  useful  book.  A N D Y Lowf. 


Les  Oiseaux  de  France  en  Concert,  vol.  1.  J’ecoute  vivre  . . . Le  Marais, 
L’Etang.  vol.  1.  Le  Chant  de  Nos  Oiseaux.  vols.  1-3.  Book  cassettes  by 
Daniel  J.  Pernin.  80FF;  85FF;  80FF;  85FF;  85FF. 

Since  April  1986,  Daniel  Pernin  has  produced  his  first  seven  cassettes  of  bird  songs  and  calls. 
These  are  five  of  them.  Les  Oiseaux  de  France  en  Concert  is  a straightforward  sound  picture  of  a 
Grey  Heron  colony  and  its  surrounds,  followed  by  a long  sequence  of  singing  Garden 
Warbler  with  a Blackcap  coming  in  very  briefly  at  the  end.  Side  2 continues  the  useful 
comparison  between  the  two  warblers,  with  Blackcap  to  the  fore,  singing  both  ecstatic  and 
non-ecstatic  song,  and  Garden  Warbler  performing  nearby;  this  is  followed  by  3'A  minutes  of 
superb  song  plus  calls  of  Golden  Orioles  with  a varied  background  chorus.  There  are  no 
announcements,  and  each  side  lasts  about  13  minutes. 

J'ecoute  vivre  ...  is  a series  presenting  bird  sounds  of  different  habitats.  This  first  volume, 
covering  wetlands,  lasts  about  15  minutes  per  side.  Again  there  are  no  announcements,  but, 
as  with  the  previous  tape,  sequence  of  recordings  is  listed  (French  names  only)  on  the  back 
cover  of  the  cassette  ‘book’.  This  tape,  most  of  it  recorded  in  east-central  France,  provides  a 
nice  atmospheric  half-hour.  The  mixed  colony  of  Night  Herons  and  Little  Egrets  writh 
young — you  can  almost  ‘feel’  the  stench — is  well  worth  a listen  for  the  ‘behavioural  noises’  of 
the  birds.  Perhaps  the  main  value  is  the  songs  of  Bluethroat  and  of  wetland  warblers — 
Cetti’s,  Grasshopper,  Savi’s,  Reed,  Great  Reed,  Sedge  and  Marsh,  the  last-named  with  an 
excellent  three  minutes’  worth  of  marvellous  and  varied  mimicry’.  The  general  quality 
throughout  is  excellent,  with  adequate  time  devoted  to  each  individual  recording,  all  of 
which  are  admirably  clear. 

The  series  Le  Chant  de  Nos  Oiseaux  presents  the  songs  of  passerines  likely  to  be  heard  in 
France  (and,  of  course,  in  many  other  European  countries).  Volumes  1-3  cover  56  species  (17 
warblers)  in  a total  running  time  of  about  90  minutes,  thus  giving  lengthy  sequences  for  each 
species;  many  calls,  of  various  types,  are  also  included,  making  this  a particularly  useful 
series.  The  author  states  that  this  series  was  conceived  to  enable  the  beginner  to  learn 
progressively — and  I think  he  has  succeeded.  Of  especial  interest  are  (he  French  ‘dialects’  of 
Great  Tit  (vol.  1)  and  of  Goldcrest  (vol.  3),  and  I like  the  way  that  immediate  comparisons 
are  made  between,  for  example,  Wood  and  Bonelli’s  Warblers,  Pied  and  Collared 
Flycatchers,  and  Treecreeper  and  Short-toed  Treecreeper  (all  vol.  3).  The  clarity  of 
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recordings  is  first-rate  and  the  arrangement  is  sensible  and  helpful.  Each  individual 
recording  is  preceded  by  a simple  species-name  announcement  (in  French:  if  in  doubt,  refer 
to  Peterson  el  al.  s field  guide).  1 hese  tapes  are  well  worth  hearing — -for  pleasure,  or  to 
refresh  the  memory;  and  anybody  contemplating  a trip  to  France  (always  to  be 
recommended!)  and  needing  to  acquaint  himself/herself  with  the  voices  of,  say.  Orphean 
Warbler,  Melodious  Warbler  or  Ortolan  Bunting  would  profit  from  obtaining  a set. 

David  A.  Christie 

Ducks  of  Sub-Saharan  Africa.  By  Gordon  Lindsay  Maclean. 
Illustrations  by  Gail  Darroll.  Acorn  Books,  Randberg,  South  Africa, 
1986.  xvi  + 150  pages;  26  colour  plates;  many  line-drawings.  Standard 
edition  £65;  collectors’  edition  £200. 

Dimensions  of  1 7"  X 1 3"  (43  X 33  cm)  give  the  exquisite  paintings  of  Gail  Darroll  as  handsome 
a setting  as  they  deserve.  Each  of  the  southern  African  species  of  wildfowl  is  illustrated,  both 
sexes  where  different  and  in  some  cases  also  the  downy  young,  swimming  or  standing  among 
rushes,  w ater-lilies,  or  other  typical  vegetation.  Though  slightly  old-fashioned  in  design,  being 
roughly  oval  with  generous  white  margins,  the  effect  is  extremely  pleasing,  w hile  the  technical 
expertise  shown  in  the  meticulous  representation  of  feather  and  dow  n is  great,  indeed.  Just 
occasionally,  I felt  that  brighter  colours  were  needed,  for  example  on  the  males  of  Pintail, 
Shoveler  and  Garganey,  but  the  colouring  of  most  species  is  true  to  life. 

The  text  is  thoroughly  researched  and  competently  written,  essays  of  up  to  2,000  words 
covering  description,  derivation  of  name,  range  (with  a clear  map),  biology,  behaviour,  and  so 
on.  The  author  has  perhaps  failed  in  his  stated  aim  of  producing  ‘lyrical  and  evocative  . . . 
w ords  to  match  the  emotion  of  the  colours  of  the  paintings’,  though  he  does  say  what  a hard 
task  that  would  be.  Nor  does  he  really  bring  the  birds  alive  to  the  reader.  But,  with  paintings  as 
beautiful  as  these,  that  matters  not  at  all. 

Charming  line-drawings  are  also  scattered  through  the  book — a quality  production  of 
w'hich  the  publishers.  Acorn  Books,  and  the  South  African  printers,  can  be  justly  proud. 

M.  A.  Ogii.vif. 

A Field  Guide  to  the  Birds  of  Hawaii  and  the  Tropical  Pacific.  By  H. 
Douglas  Pratt,  Phillip  L.  Bruner,  and  Delwyn  G.  Berrett.  Illustrated  by 
H.  Douglas  Pratt.  Princeton  University  Press,  Princeton,  1987.  409  pages; 
45  colour  plates;  5 black-and-white  plates;  42  line-drawings.  Hardback 
£33.50;  paperback  £13.30. 

This  is  the  first  book  to  cover  all  the  birds  of  the  vast  area  of  tropical  Polynesia,  with  the 
entire  Hawaiian  archipelago,  Micronesia  and  Fiji.  All  species  which  regularly  occur  (or 
which  did  occur)  receive  detailed  treatment;  rarities  are  covered  briefly,  with  adequate 
references  to  more  detailed  texts;  an  appendix  deals  with  hypothetical,  enigmatic  and 
temporarily  established  species  (exotics)  which  cannot  unequivocally  be  included  in  the 
islands’  avifauna. 

The  book  comprises  four  interrelated  parts:  an  introductory  section  devoted  to  birding 
techniques  in  general,  and  in  the  tropical  Pacific  in  particular;  colour  plates  with 
accompanying  thumb-nail  notes;  species  accounts;  and  appendices  including  regional 
checklists,  maps  and  a glossary.  An  extensive  bibliography  is  included,  and  the  index 
doubles  as  a checklist.  Species  accounts  are  detailed  with  sections  on  appearance,  habits, 
voice,  identification,  occurrence,  references,  other  names  and  extremely  useful  taxonomic 
‘signpost  notes’  where  appropriate. 

The  myriad  nature  of  the  region  creates  particular  difficulties  for  the  reader  unfamiliar 
with  its  geography,  but  they  have  been  anticipated.  Regional  checklists,  detailing  the  status 
of  each  species  on  all  main  islands,  are  presented  for  the  Hawaiian  islands,  Micronesia, 
central  Pacific  islands,  central  Polynesia,  southeastern  Polynesia  and  Fiji.  The  complemen- 
tary series  of  eight  regional  maps  enables  the  reader  to  locate  all  islands  mentioned  in  the 
text  with  ease.  The  introductory  sections  fully  explain  general  issues  relevant  to  visitors  to 
the  region:  continental  versus  oceanic  islands,  kinds  of  oceanic  islands,  tropical  Pacific 
habitats,  island  birding,  and.  most  importantly,  conservation. 
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The  plates  are  superb  and  depict  plumage  variations  where  necessary.  Of  particular 
interest  is  the  collection  of  illustrations  of  the  famous  and  fantastic  Hawaiian  honeycreepers 
(Drepanidinae),  widely  known  to  biologists  as  an  example  of  adaptive  radiation.  Despite  their 
fame,  I do  not  know  of  another  easily  obtainable  collection  of  illustrations  of  this  group  in  a 
single  volume.  Here  we  find  them  all,  presented  on  just  three  plates  for  wonderment  and 
ease  of  comparison.  Prospective  visitors  have  a grim  shock  in  store:  15  of  Hawaii’s  endemics 
are  extinct,  and  the  majority  of  those  remaining  are  endangered. 

This  book  is  a brilliantly  cohesive  presentation  of  the  birdlife  of  Earth  s most  disparate 
region,  and  I find  it  impossible  to  propose  a significant  criticism.  It  represents  a landmark  in 
the  development  of  ornithology,  and  a revolution  in  the  prospects  for  Pacific-island 
conservation.  It  will  assist  the  effort  to  banish  the  spectre  of  extinction  by  raising  public 
interest.  As  the  populations  of  many  of  the  region’s  remarkable  species  continue  to  dwindle, 
let  us  hope  its  arrival  is  not  too  late.  Ron  Martins 

Foraging  Theory.  By  David  W.  Stephens  and  John  R.  Krebs.  Princeton 
University  Press,  1987.  247  pages.  Hardback  £26.70,  paperback  £9.70. 

Studies  of  bird  behaviour  have  changed  over  the  last  decade.  The  old  approach  was  to  describe 
everything — diet,  habitat,  courtship  or  even  the  scratching  behaviour — in  as  much  detail  as 
possible.  The  modern  approach  takes  an  evolutionary  perspective  and  asks  why  animals  have 
evolved  the  behaviour  they  possess. 

One  of  the  many  productive  consequences  of  this  new  perspective  is  an  approach,  known  as 
optimal  foraging  theory,  which  looks  at  the  costs  and  benefits  of  the  decisions  made  by 
animals.  For  example,  we  now  understand  why  animals  choose  certain  food  items,  why  they 
prefer  one  location  to  another,  and  why  they  bring  selected  items  back  to  the  nest.  As  a result, 
we  have  gained  a deeper  insight  into  the  behaviour  of  the  many  organisms  studied;  these 
include  herons,  Tufted  Ducks,  Redshanks,  Oystercatchers,  Great  fits,  starlings,  humming- 
birds, wheatears,  swallows,  university  students  and  Cree  Indians. 

I his  book  is  excellent,  but  very  esoteric.  Practically  the  entire  book  is  devoted  to  theory  and 
mathematical  gymnastics,  with  most  of  the  descriptions  of  the  field  studies  relegated  to  one 
table.  I suspect  this  book  will  not  find  its  way  into  many  Barbour  jackets  or  onto  many 
birdwatchers’ bookshelves.  W.  J.  Sutherland 
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Mike  Everett  and  Robin  Prytherch 

Opinions  expressed  in  this  feature  are  not  necessarily  those  of  ‘British  Birds’ 


LIPU  Giovani  With  the  aid  of  a grant  of 
£20,000  from  the  RSPB  Chelmsford  Mem- 
bers’ Group,  the  I-ega  Italiana  Protezione 
Uccelli  (LIPU,  the  Italian  equivalent  of  the 
RSPB)  has  established  a junior  branch: 
LIPU  Giovani.  The  aim  is  to  establish  a 
membership  of  7,000  in  the  first  year,  and 
reports  to  hand  indicate  that  they  are  well 
on  target;  one  of  several  incentives  to 
membership  is  the  journal  II  Falchetto  (The 
Hobby),  which  is  based  on  the  RSPB’s 
award-winning  YOG  journal  Bird  Life.  In  the 
face  of  many  difficulties,  LIPU  is  forging 
ahead  with  a great  many  imaginative  initia- 


tives in  the  long  uphill  struggle  to  get 
wildlife  conservation  (and  indeed  an  under- 
standing of  wildlife  generally)  accepted  in 
Italy.  We  wash  LIPU  Giovani  well. 

A good  name  Whilst  visiting  LIPU  recent- 
ly, ME  was  obliged  to  learn  some  Italian 
bird  names  to  facilitate  conversation,  and 
was  struck — not  for  the  first  time — by  the 
appropriateness  of  some  foreign  bird  names. 
I'he  Black  Redstart  Phoenicians  ochruros,  for 
example,  is  Codirosso  Spazzacamino — the 
Red-tailed  Chimneysweep. 
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Protection  for  Tarifa  Beach,  Spain  Tarifa 
is  tiie  southernmost  point  of  mainland 
Europe,  at  the  centre  of  the  Strait  of 
Gibraltar.  Its  strategic  position  for  migrants 
is  well  known,  not  least  to  the  hunters  who 
traditionally  set  clap-nets  in  the  scrub  and 
sand-dunes  along  the  shore  of  I, a Playa  de 
Los  Lances,  the  fine  Atlantic  beach  west  of 
the  town.  These  nets  are  reliably  estimated 
to  have  been  taking  an  annual  toll  of  half-a- 
million  passerines,  mainly  finches. 

Pressure  from  local  ornithologists  and 
conservation  organisations  recently  encour- 
aged the  local  Council,  which  owns  the  land, 
to  declare  it  a reserve,  with  hunting  to  be 
prohibited  forthwith.  This  declaration,  on 
17th  September  1987,  provoked  an  uproar 
among  the  hunters  who  eventually  suc- 
ceeded in  forcing  a concession,  whereby  40 
nets  are  to  be  permitted  daily  during  the 
hunting  season.  This  compares  with  the  300 
nets  usually  operated  there.  The  Council 
insists  that  this  is  a temporary  measure  and 
that  hunting  will  be  banned  there  totally 
soon.  Numerous  telegrams  from  all  over 
Spain,  and  elsewhere,  have  been  sent  to  the 
Mayor,  to  express  support  for  what  has  been 
a very  courageous  step  in  the  face  of  threats 
from  the  aggrieved  hunters.  Letters  from 
overseas  carry  added  weight  and  British 
ornithologists  are  requested  to  help  by 
writing  to  the  Mayor  and  expressing  appro- 
val and  encouragement  for  the  designation 
of  Los  Lances  as  a reserve.  The  address  is  Sr 
Alcalde  de  Tarifa,  Antonio  Ruiz  Jimenez, 
Tarifa,  Cadiz,  Spain. 

The  ornithological  importance  of  the 
proposed  reserve  is  undeniable.  Its  I 18 
hectares  boast  a list  of  215  species.  Large 
numbers  of  gulls  and  waders  regularly  rest 
on  the  beach,  the  former  including  numbers 
of  Audouin’s  Gulls  in  late  summer  and 
autumn,  and  Lesser  Crested  Terns  are 
annual  there.  Thousands  of  storks,  raptors 
and  passerines  overfly  the  reserve  and  many 
of  these  stop  and  rest  there.  The  beach  itself 
is  unspoilt,  and  designation  as  a reserve  may- 
help  to  protect  it  from  the  sort  of  develop- 
ment which  has  ravaged  the  nearby  Costa 
del  Sol.  The  reserve  is  open  to  public  access 
and  anyone  birding  in  Southern  Spain  is 
strongly  advised  to  visit  it.  (Contributed  by 
Ernest  Gama ) 

Two  new  SPAs  Many  would  argue  that 
successive  British  governments  have  been 
lamentably  slow  in  bringing  about  formal 
recognition  and  better  protection  lor  many 


of  our  most  outstanding  wetlands  and 
estuarine  sites,  even  with  the  total  (in 
November  1987)  standing  at  31  sites  classi- 
fied under  the  Ramsar  Convention  and  22 
notified  as  Special  Protection  Areas  (SPAs) 
under  the  1979  European  Community  Birds 
Directive.  It  was,  therefore,  a timely  move  by 
the  present  government  when  they 
announced  SPA  status  for  two  vitally  impor- 
tant areas — Chichester  and  Langstone 
Harbours — towards  the  end  of  October 
1987.  We  gather  that  several  other  sites  are 
under  consideration  for  classification — at  a 
time  when  estuaries  are  under  threat  as 
never  before.  Let’s  hope  for  some  more  good 
news — soon. 

The  Flows  again  The  arguments  over  the 
future  of  the  Flow  Country  of  Caithness  and 
Sutherland  continue.  The  Highlands  and 
Islands  Development  Board  has  now  en- 
tered the  fray,  suggesting  that,  were  the 
Nature  Conservancy  Council’s  recommen- 
dation, concerning  a cessation  ol  planting, 
to  be  adopted,  Caithness  and  Sutherland 
would  stand  to  lose  200  jobs  and  some  two 
million  pounds  in  wages  per  annum,  and 
suffer  widespread  falls  in  land  values.  The 
HIDB  advocates  partial,  selective  planting 
instead  of  a total  ban — more  or  less  main- 
taining the  status  quo , with  some  additional 
planting.  The  NCC  has  outlined  the  unique- 
ness of  this  vast  area  of  bog  (and  its 
international  importance  for  birds)  and.  in 
effect,  has  said  that  much  of  it  has  been 
ruined  already  ; likewise,  the  RSPB  has  said 
‘Enough  is  enough’,  and.  in  addition  to 
making  a strong  case  for  the  area’s  avifauna, 
has  demonstrated  the  many  flaws  in  the 
economics  of  the  whole  forestry  operation 
and  pointed  to  the  fact  that  it  is  actually  the 
taxpayer  who  is  bearing  the  brunt  of  the 
costs,  while  a few  people  get  rich  quick  and 
move  on.  The  w hole  sorry  saga  of  the  Flows 
is  one  of  the  nastiest  stories  of  environmen- 
tal rape  of  our  times — and  it  is  not  over  yet. 
While  we  respect  HIDB’s  real  concern  for 
the  livelihood  of  the  local  people,  we  would 
suggest  that  there  are  other  ways  of  helping 
them  which  would  not  involve  the  wholesale 
and  wanton  destruction  of  a unique  and 
irreplaceable  wildlife  area.  Forestry  is  not 
the  only  answer. 

V 

Belvide  Belvide  Reservoir  is  justly  re- 
nowned as  one  of  the  best  and  most  valuable 
bird  sites  in  the  West  Midlands.  David 
Smallshire  has  now  brought  together  a 
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wealth  of  data  on  this  site  in  his  Belvide  Bird 
Reserve — a natural  history , published  by  the 
West  Midland  Bird  Club.  It  is  available  for 
£5.50  (inch  p & p) — cheques  payable  to 
West  Midland  Bird  Club,  please — from 
Aquila  (WMBC),  Haydon  House,  Alcester 
Road,  Sludley,  Warwickshire  bho  7AN. 

Siberian  write-up  The  growing  numbers  of 
BB  readers  who  are  interested  in  Siberia  and 
its  birds  might  like  to  know  of  a report  on 
the  summer  1987  Finnish  expedition  to 
Kazakhstan,  Tadzikistan  and  Siberia.  It 
includes  information  on  a ‘new’  area  for 
western  birders — Karaganda — a mouth- 
watering bird  list  and  several  locality  sketch- 
maps.  Petri  Hollola  will  be  glad  to  send  you 
a copy  if  you  write  to  him  at  Puronsuunkatu 
4 A 1,  SF-80160  Joensuu,  Finland.  T he  price 
is  25  Finnish  Marks  (28  if  you  live  outside 
Europe):  your  bank  will  advise  you  how  to 
pay  this — payment  should  be  made  to  the 
Union  Bank  of  Finland,  account  no  231920 
7342. 

Ruttledge  House  The  Irish  Wildbird 
Conservancy  has  moved  from  Co.  Wicklow 
to  Co.  Dublin.  The  new  headquarters  has 
been  named  Ruttledge  House,  in  honour 
of  the  IW'C’s  first  President,  Major  R.  F. 
Ruttledge.  The  new  address  is  Irish  Wild- 
bird Conservancy,  Ruttledge  House,  8 
Longford  Place,  Monkstown,  Co.  Dublin, 
Ireland;  telephone  Dublin  (01)  804322. 

Swanwick  yet  again  The  traditional  De- 
cember BTO  Conference  was  held  at  the 
Hayes  Conference  Centre,  Swanwick,  Der- 
byshire, during  4th-6th  December  1987. 
Some  birdwatchers  are  conference-goers, 
whereas  others  hardly  ever  (or  never) 
attend  such  events.  Those  who  fail  to  do  so 
are  missing  the  opportunity  to  meet  and 
exchange  ideas  in  relaxed  surroundings: 
how  many  expeditions,  projects,  co- 
operative research  and  new  lines  of  think- 
ing have  originated  over  a pint  of  beer  or  a 
cup  of  coffee  at  a conference?  That  is  the 
main  reason  for  going,  but  there  are  often 
some  very  good  lectures,  which  the  regular 
conference-goer  probably  regards  as  a 
bonus. 

This  year’s  highlights  were — for  me — Dr 
Tim  Birkhead’s  ‘The  Black  and  White 
Minstrels:  sex  and  violence  among  Mag- 
pies [Pica  pica]'  and  the  carefully  argued 
predictions  by  Bob  Furness  in  ‘Seabirds 
and  fisheries:  an  ecological  time  bomb’. 


The  latter  foresaw  dramatic  declines  of 
some  North  Atlantic  seabirds  as  a result  of 
changing  commercial  fishing  practice, 
which  may  lead  to  the  present  artificially 
high  populations  crashing  as  stocks  of 
their  food  (such  as  sand-eels)  are  reduced 
by  an  increase  in  larger  predatory  fish 
(which  have  been  over-exploited)  and  by 
harvesting  of  these  previously  almost  un- 
touched stocks  for  fishmeal. 

One  of  the  longest  and  most  enthusias- 
tic bouts  of  clapping  ever  heard  at  a 
Swanwick  conference  accompanied  the 
presentation  to  Trevor  and  Anna  Poyser  of 
the  Jubilee  Medal,  for  the  services  which 
their  publishing  house,  T.  & A.  D.  Poyser 
Ltd,  has  given  to  the  Trust. 

The  British  Birds  mystery  photographs 
competition  attracted  98  entries,  of  which 
none  was  wholly  correct,  the  two  best  (with 
five  out  of  six  species  correctly  identified) 
being  from  Andy  Lowe  and  Robin 
Prytherch;  our  new  Editorial  Board  mem- 
ber, Robin,  won  the  draw  and  was  pre- 
sented with  the  traditional  bottle  of  cham- 
pagne by  Firika  Sharrock. 

Other  identification  competitions  in- 
cluded one  featuring  skins  (and  the  odd 
wing  or  other  appendage)  from  the  British 
Museum  (Nat.  Hist.)  at  I ring.  This  test 
attracted  a great  deal  of  attention,  as  did 
the  original  such  ‘Grisly  Competition’  at 
the  Joint  BB/BTO  Conference  in  April 
1987.  The  April  competition  was  won  by 
John  Mather  (Brit.  Birds  80:  340),  a former 
member  of  the  BB  Rarities  Committee  and 
now  Chairman  of  the  BOU  Records  Com- 
mittee; this  December  competition  was 
won  by  Brian  Little,  another  former  mem- 
ber of  the  BB  Rarities  Committee,  and 
currently  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  BOU  Re- 
cords Committee.  Clearly,  the  right  people 
are  in  charge  at  the  top!  The  runners-up 
this  time  were  Dave  Smallshire  and  (with 
his  second  entry — is  that  legal?)  Roger 
Tidman.  An  even  more  difficult  competi- 
tion involved  identifying  the  remains  of 
birds  dissected  from  Hen  Harrier  pellets. 
Only  nine  people  got  so  far  as  submitting 
entries  for  this,  the  joint  winners  being  Dr 
Edmund  Fellowes,  1).  Jardine  (who  won 
the  draw),  John  Marchanl  and  Bob  Scott. 

All  those  who  attended  this  excellent 
conference  owe  thanks  to  Aydrey  Causer 
and  Tim  Davis  of  the  British  Trust  for 
Ornithology  and  the  staff  at  the  Hayes 
Conference  Centre,  who  ensured  that  every- 
thing happened  exactly  as  and  when  it 
should.  (JTRS) 
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42.  Swift  Apus  apus,  Lincolnshire,  June  1987  (Keith  Atkin) 


The  incredible  Swift  It  is  said  that  a 
decapitated  chicken  will  continue  to  run 
around  in  circles.  Apparently,  a headless 
Swift  Apus  apus  can  still  fly  in  a straight  line 
(plate  42).  As  Michael  Caine  would  say, 
‘Not  a lot  of  people  know  that.’  (Contributed  by 
Keith  Atkin) 


As  protected  as  a newt  Congratulations 
to  the  major  building  company,  Persimmon 
Homes , which  responded  positively  to  the 
news  that  ponds  on  a housing  develop- 
ment area  near  Peterborough  were  breed- 
ing sites  for  great  crested  newts  Triturus 
cristatus.  Not  only  has  Persimmon  Homes  left 
the  cluster  of  ponds  intact,  but,  in  re- 
sponse to  a NCC  recommendation,  has 
given  them  to  the  Beds  & Hunts  Wildlife 
Trust  as  a reserve,  and  also  built  special 
‘newt  tunnels'  under  an  access  road,  along 
the  lines  of  those  sometimes  provided  for 
toads  Bufo  or  badgers  Metes  metes. 

Birds  of  inland  waterways  The  joint 
IWC/BTO  conference  held  at  Dundrum, 
Co.  Tipperary,  from  6th-8th  November 
1987  was  devoted  to  this  theme.  The  talks 
ranged  from  general  discussions  on  the 
value  of  the  Shannon  river  system  and  its 
importance  for  a wide  variety  of  both 
breeding  and  wintering  species,  to  the 
specific  problems  facing  breeding  Com- 
mon Scoters  Melanitta  nigra  in  Ireland.  The 
rapid  spread  of  feral  minks  Mustela  vison 
would  appear  to  be  seriously  endangering 
the  remaining  scoter  populations. 

Few  people  can  have  had  their  conserva- 
tion dream  come  true,  but  Margaret 
Ridgeway  must  be  particularly  satisfied 


with  the  results  of  her  efforts,  and  those  of 
her  late  husband,  in  turning  Kilcolman 
Wildfowl  Refuge  into  the  thriving  haven  it 
is  today;  her  determination  to  succeed  is 
an  object  lesson  for  us  all. 

The  bravest  speaker  must  have  been  Dr 
Douglas  Butler,  chairman  of  the  Irish 
National  Association  of  Regional  Game 
Councils,  who  earned  respect  for  the  open 
and  forthright  manner  in  which  he  tackled 
the  conflict  between  shooting  interests  and 
birdwatchers;  often  these  presentations 
are  so  full  of  platitudes  about  compromise 
and  tolerance  that  the  real  problems  are 
not  voiced.  Dr  Butler’s  talk,  and  the  subse- 
quent questioning,  however,  ensured  that 
peoples’  true  feelings  were  made  known, 
particularly  in  regard  to  the  vexed  issue  of 
‘tourist  shooting’. 

The  British  Birds  mystery  photographs 
competition  was  won  by  Chris  Murphy 
from  the  RSPB’s  Northern  Ireland  office. 
(MB) 

‘Seabirds  at  Sea’  Two  important  new  publi- 
cations are  now  available,  both  from  the 
Interpretive  (sic)  Services  Branch.  Dept  PR, 
Nature  Conservancy  Council,  Northminster 
House,  Peterborough  pf.i  H A;  both  are  post 
free:  Vulnerable  concentrations  oj  Seabirds  in  the 
Xorth  Sea  costs  £5  and  Seabirds  in  the  Xorth  Sea 
£12.  These  detail  the  findings  of  the  ‘Sea- 
birds at  Sea’  team,  whose  work  took  them 
over  124,000  km  (equivalent  to  sailing 
around  the  world  three  times),  took  seven 
years  and  involved  counting  some  l'/2  mil- 
lion birds.  The  reports  show  that  about  A'A 
million  seabirds  breed  on  the  coasts  of  the 
North  Sea,  with  the  most  important  colonies 
vulnerable  to  oil  and  chemical  pollution 
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centred  on  the  coasts  of  mainland  Scotland 
and  the  Northern  Isles;  they  show,  too,  that 
auks  always  feed  within  32  km  of  their 
colonies  in  the  breeding  season,  but  range 
much  more  w'idely  at  other  times.  It  is 
concluded,  too,  that  a pollution  incident 
more  than  32  km  offshore  would  not  be 
catastrophic  during  the  breeding  season,  but 
could  of  course  be  so  at  other  times  — such 
as  during  August,  when  large  numbers  of 
mainly  flightless  auks  gather  in  the  North 
Sea  off  northeastern  Scotland. 


Field  Studies  Council  The  FSC  runs  a 
wide  range  of  wildlife  courses  at  its  nine 
field  centres.  If  any  BB  reader  would  like  to 
obtain  details,  they  should  write  to  the  Field 
Studies  Council  at  Montford  Bridge, 
Shrewsbury  SY4  !HYV. 

Change  of  Recorder  Eric  W.  E.  Maughan 
has  taken  over  from  Sinclair  Manson  as 
County  Recorder  for  Caithness:  Eric’s 
address  is  ‘Burnside’,  Harbour  Road,  Reay, 
Thurso,  Caithness  KWI4  7RG. 


October  reports 

Ian  Dawson  and  Keith  Allsopp 


These  are  largely  unchecked  reports,  not  authenticated  records. 

Unless  otherwise  stated,  dates  refer  to  October  1987. 

In  the  first  week,  an  anticyclone  stayed  close  by  over  the  Continent,  bringing  wanri  east  to  southeast  winds. 
As  the  centre  oj  pressure  moved  eastwards,  the  weather  became  cyclonic,  and  wet  westerlies  arrived  on  7th. 
,4  series  of  weather  fronts  trailed  across  the  Atlantic  and  an  instability  in  one  of  these  on  15th  developed 
rapidly  into  a very  deep  low  over  the  Bay  of  Biscay.  This  small  but  intensive  depression  travelled  rapidly 
northeast  across  Britain,  bringing  storm-force  winds  to  southeast  England,  where  woodlands  were 
extensively  damaged.  From  18th,  high  pressure  relumed  to  the  east,  bringing  occasional  periods  of 
easterlies  between  the  blocked  arrivals  of  westerly  air. 

It’s  an  ill  wind  . . . 

The  sudden  and  unexpected  storm  overnight  on  15th/ 16th  wrought 
havoc  on  southeast  England,  but  also  left  scattered  in  its  wake  an 
ornithological  feast,  the  main  course  of  which  was  an  unprecedented 
inland  wreck  of  Sabine’s  Gulls  Lams  sabini  snatched  up  from  the  Bay  of 
Biscay.  About  60  were  dumped  on  inland  waters  on  16th  and  17th, 
centred  around  the  London  reservoirs,  though  the  largest  site-count 
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was  seven  on  Grafham  Water  (Cambridgeshire)  (plates  43-45,  48-51 
One  at  Chasewater  (Staffordshire)  was,  by  a long  way,  the  farthest 
northwest.  Although  many  stayed  for  a week  or  more,  the  only  new 
records  inland  after  17th  were  in  Avon,  Somerset  and  West  Yorkshire, 
suggesting  wandering  birds.  On  the  south  coast  of  England,  about  120 
were  reported  between  16th  and  19th,  the  majority  in  the  Solent  area 
(Hampshire),  and  including  58  flying  west  past  Hengistbury  Head 
(Dorset)  on  19th,  presumably  reorientating  birds.  From  20th  onwards, 
there  were  only  another  17  new  coastal  reports.  Allowing  that  some 
duplication  of  records  balances  those  not  reported  to  date,  the  total 
number  involved  was  perhaps  200,  mostly  adults.  Even  before  the 
storm,  this  autumn  was  proving  outstanding  for  this  delightful  Arctic 
gull,  for,  in  addition  to  the  large  numbers  in  September,  another  30 
were  widely  reported  on  the  west  and  south  coasts  of  Britain  and 
Ireland  in  the  first  half  of  October. 

The  chief  side-dishes  were  Grey  Phalaropes  Pholaropus  fulicarius 
(plates  46  & 47),  Great  Skuas  Stercoranus  skua  and  Little  Gulls  L. 
minutus : there  were  some  130  phalaropes  between  16th  and  19th,  over 
half  inland,  including  a flock  of  20  at  Grafham  and  14  in  the  London 
area.  Individuals  were  scattered  farther  afield  than  the  Sabine’s,  some 
reaching  Greater  Manchester,  Derbyshire,  Nottinghamshire  and  South 
Yorkshire.  Thirty-four  inland  Great  Skuas  on  16th  showed  a slightly 
more  northerly  bias,  with  only  five  in  the  London  area,  but  eight  each  in 


88 


October  reports 


45.  Juvenile  Sabine’s  Gull  Lams  sabitii,  Cambridgeshire,  October  1987  (Steve  Young) 


46.  Grey  Phalarope  Phalaropus  fulicarius,  Surrey,  October  1987  (G.  D.J.  Messenbird ) 


47.  Grey  Phalarope  Phalaropus  fulicarius,  Berkshire,  October  1987  (Peter  Gassori) 


October  reports 


89 


50.  Adult  Sabine’s  Gull  I.ants  sabini.  Cambridgeshire,  October  1987  (Steve  Young) 
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51.  Adult  Sabine’s  Gull  Larus  sabini,  Surrey,  October  1987  (Dominic  Mitchell) 


Bedfordshire  and  Cambridgeshire,  five  in  Leicestershire  and  four  in 
South  Yorkshire.  Over  200  Little  Gulls  were  in  the  London  area, 
mainly  on  the  Thames,  and  good  numbers  elsewhere  in  the  southeast, 
both  inland  and  along  the  coast. 

Other  seabirds  to  be  caught  up  and  deposited  inland  included  small 
numbers  of  Pomarine  Skuas  S.  pomarinus,  Leach’s  Petrels  Oceanodroma 
leucorhoa , Sandwich  Sterna  sandvicensis  and  Arctic  Terns  S.  paradisaea  and 
the  odd  Gannet  Sula  bassana.  A full  account  of  these  events  is  being 
compiled  by  Rob  Hume  and  will  be  published  in  British  Birds  in  due 
course  (see  ‘Request’,  Brit.  Birds  80:  648). 


Divers  to  herons 

A White-billed  Diver  Gavia  adamsii  re- 
mained off  Flamborough  (Humberside) 
until  4th,  while  a Great  Crested  Grebe 
Podiceps  cristatus  was  an  unusual  visitor  to 
Thurso  Bay  (Highland)  on  31st. 

There  was  a small  movement  of  shear- 
waters and  petrels  on  the  English  west 
coast  during  6th- 1 I th,  but  exceptional 
numbers  passed  Dungeness  (Kent),  in- 
cluding a Little  Shearwater  Pujfinus  assimi- 
lis  on  9th,  and  record  daily  maxima  for 
Kent  of  408  Sooty  Shearwaters  P.  griseus 
and  241  Manx  Shearwaters  P.  pujfinus  on 
9th,  and  1 1 Leach’s  Petrels  on  10th.  On 
11th,  a Black-browed  Albatross  Diomedea 
melanophris  was  seen  off  Filey  (North  York- 
shire) and  an  unidentified  albatross  (the 
same  bird?)  off  Cley  (Norfolk),  while,  a 
week  later,  an  immature  Black-browed 
Albatross  was  seen  off  Holme  and  Salt- 
house  (Norfolk). 

A Green  Heron  Butorides  striatus  picked 
up  freshly  dead,  killed  by  a predator,  at 


52.  Spoonbills  Plntalea  leucorodia,  Cornwall, 
November  1987  ( Graham  Sutton) 
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Tyninghame  (Lothian)  on  25th,  is  only  the 
third  British  record.  Otherwise,  large  wad- 
ing birds  were  few,  with  a Little  Bittern 
Ixobrychus  minutus  at  Rye  (East  Sussex),  a 
Little  Egret  Egretta  garzetta  at  Pegwell  Bay 
(Kent),  a couple  of  Purple  Herons  Ardea 
purpurea , and  up  to  three  Spoonbills  Plata- 
lea  leucorodia  wandering  in  west  Corn- 
wall (plate  52). 

Wildfowl 

Goose  numbers  seem  to  go  from  strength 
to  strength  every  year.  Greylag  Geese 
Anser  anser  were  streaming  south  all  day  on 
9th  through  Orkney,  while  numbers  of 
Barnacle  Geese  Branta  leucopsis  on  Islay 
(Strathclyde)  reached  20,000  on  13th. 
Across  in  Lothian,  15,100  Pink-footed 
Geese  A.  brachyrhynchus  was  a record  count 
on  30th.  Arriving  with  the  geese  on  Islay 
were  two  small  Canada  Geese  B.  canadensis 
and  two  Snow  Geese  A.  caerulescens;  also  on 
that  island  from  20th  was  a Harlequin 
Duck  Histrionicus  histrionicus , hot  on  the 
heels  of  last  winter’s  Shetland  bird.  Nearc- 
tic  ducks  included  five  Blue-winged  Teals 
Anas  discors , eight  American  Wigeons  .3. 
americana,  of  which  five  were  in  Ireland, 
four  Ring-necked  Ducks  Aythya  cotlaris 
together  at  Lady’s  Island  Lake  (Co.  Wex- 
ford) from  19th,  and  three  Surf  Scoters 
Melanitta  perspicillata. 

Raptors  to  cranes 

A grey  Gyrfalcon  Ealco  rusticolus  completed 
a fine  collection  of  Arctic  birds  on  Islay, 
while  the  other  coast  of  Scotland  saw  a 
Saker  E.  cherrug  on  the  Eden  Estuary  (Fife) 
on  25th.  Red-footed  Falcons  F.  vespertinus 
in  Suffolk  and  Northumberland  for  a day 
each  were  late,  as  was  a Black  Kite  Milvus 
migrans  over  Prawle  (Devon)  on  16th. 

The  early-autumn  influx  of  Spotted  Cra- 
kes Porzana  porzana  tailed  off,  though  about  a 
dozen  remained  widely  scattered  in  the  first 
half  of  the  month.  The  only  notable  report  of 
Cranes  Grus grus  involved  a party  of  14  flying 
west  past  Hengistbury  Head  on  22nd. 

Waders 

Four  or  five  American  Golden  Plovers 
Pluvialis  dnminica,  mainly  in  the  Southwest, 
were  unexceptional,  but  one  on  Davidstowe 
airfield  (Cornwall)  on  20th  was  accompa- 
nied by  a Sociable  Plover  Chellusia  gregaria. 
Late  Kentish  Plovers  Charadrius  alexandrinus 


were  at  C'alshot  (Hampshire)  and  Ferry- 
bridge (Dorset)  in  the  latter  half  of  the 
month. 

Fair  Isle  (Shetland)  had  its  third  Great 
Snipe  Gallinago  media  of  the  autumn,  from 
17th-24th,  but,  apart  from  the  phalaropes 
appearing  in  the  aftermath  of  the  ’hurricane’, 
and  a Black-winged  Stilt  Himantopus  himan- 
lopus  remaining  at  Akeragh  Lough  (Co. 
Kerry),  the  other  unusual  waders  were  all  of 
Nearctic  origin.  There  were  a dozen  Pector- 
al Sandpipers  Calidris  melanotos , including 
three  at  different  sites  in  Northamptonshire 
early  in  the  month,  with,  later,  four  together 
at  Tacumshin  (Co.  Wexford)  or  Lady’s 
Island  Lake.  These  adjacent  sites  also  held 
four  Long-billed  Dowitchers  Limnodromus 
scolopaceus,  with  three  elsewhere.  Single  Wil- 
son’s Phalarope  Phalaropus  tricolor,  Solitary- 
Sandpiper  Tringa  solitaria  and  Spotted  Sand- 
piper Actitis  macularia  stayed  into  early  Octo- 
ber, with  another  of  the  last  on  Cape  Clear 
Island  (Co.  Cork)  in  the  first  week.  Four 
Baird’s  Sandpipers  C.  bairdii  appeared  in 
the  West  and  Ireland,  four  White-rumped 
Sandpipers  C.  Juscicollis  in  the  South  and 
Southeast,  two  Semipalmated  Sandpipers 
C.  pusilla  at  Ballvcotton  (Co.  Cork),  and  a 
Stilt  Sandpiper  Micropalama  himantopus 
briefly  at  Minsmere  (Suffolk)  on  16th,  but 
there  was  no  discernible  pattern  to  their 
arrivals. 

Skuas,  terns  and  auks 

A South  Polar  Skua  Stercorarius  maccormickii 
flew  past  St  Ives  (Cornwall)  on  8th.  An  un- 
seasonal  Gull-billed  Tern  Gelochelidon 
nilotica  was  near  Hastings  (Fast  Sussex)  on 
17th  and  at  Church  Norton  (West  Sussex) 
the  following  day,  while  a Forster’s  Tern 
Sterna  forsteri  returned  to  Penmon,  Anglesey 
(Gwynedd),  midmonth  for  the  third  year 
(plate  61),  and  across  in  Wexford  Harbour 
(Co.  Wexford)  the  long-staying  bird  there 
was  joined  by  a second  on  18th.  Only  very- 
small  numbers  of  Little  Auks  Alle  alle  were 
seen  off  the  English  east  coast  late  in  the 
month. 

N ear-passerines 

Alpine  Swifts  Apus  melba  were  noted  over 
Tankerton  (Kent)  on  14th,  and  at  Le  Hocq 
(Jersey ) on  1st,  but  a Pallid  Swift  .4.  pallidus 
at  Pleinmont  (Guernsey)  on  15th  and  16th 
was  a first  for  the  Channel  Islands.  Even 
more  exciting  was  a Chimney  Swift  Chaetura 
pelagica  at  Grampound  (Cornwall)  on  18th, 
while  also  from  across  the  Atlantic  came 
Yellow-billed  Cuckoos  Coccyzus  americanus 
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53.  Red-rumped  Swallows  Hinindo  daurica , Scilly,  October  1987  ( Richard  G.  Smith) 


54.  Richard’s  Pipit  Anthus  noraeseelandiae , Lincolnshire,  October  1987  ( Keith  Atkin) 


to  Lundy  (Devon)  on  16th  and  Rauceby 
Warren  (Lincolnshire)  on  18th  and  19th.  A 
Kingfisher  Alcedo  at  this  at  Durkadale,  Main- 
land (Orkney),  also  on  19th,  was  the  first  for 
those  islands  for  12  years. 

Larks  and  swallows 

Only  four  Short-toed  Larks  Calandrella 
brachydactyla  were  found.  There  were  many 
reports  of  numbers  of  Swallows  Hirundo 
rustica  staying  late,  with,  for  example,  44 
through  Spurn  (Humberside)  and  220 
through  Gibraltar  Point  (Lincolnshire)  on 
28th.  Perhaps  the  most  significant  ornitho- 
logical event  of  the  month,  along  with  the 
Sabine's  Gull  influx,  was  the  unprecedented 
arrival  of  Red-rumped  Swallows  H.  daurica 
(plate  53)  from  about  19th,  when  there  were 
four  together  on  Bryher  (Scilly);  subsequent 
multiple  counts  involved  six  on  St  Mary’s 
(Scilly)  on  27th,  five  at  Point  of  Ayr  (Clwyd) 
on  25th,  four  at  Gibraltar  Point  on  27th, 
three  south  over  Flamborough  on  22nd,  two 
or  three  through  Landguard  (Suffolk)  on 
28th,  two  at  'Prevail  (Cornwall)  on  25th,  and 
two  at  Waxham  (Norfolk)  on  29th.  Add 
singles  from  as  far  north  as  Fair  Isle,  and  the 
true  total  must  be  in  excess  of  30  indi- 
viduals. 


Pipits 

The  BB  Rarities  Committee  must  be  thank- 
ful that  Richard’s  Pipit  Anthus  novaeseelandiae 
(plate  54)  no  longer  figures  on  its  list,  for  a 
minimum  of  65  was  reported  to  us  this 
month,  mainly  from  the  East  Coast  and 
Scilly,  with  nearly  a third  of  them  on  1st,  the 
rest  scattered  fairly  evenly  through  the 
month.  No  such  luck  with  Olive-backed 
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55.  Desert  Wheatear  Oenanthe  deserti,  Devon, 
October  1987  (/.  Datchens) 

Pipits  .4.  hodgsoni , until  recently  regarded  as 
a star  ‘Sibe there  was  an  astonishing  arrival 
on  Fair  Isle  from  2nd,  with  peaks  of  five  on 
15th  and  20th,  involving  about  a dozen 
individuals  all  told,  while  North  Ronaldsay 
provided  Orkney’s  first  two  records,  on  5th 
and  30th.  There  were  a further  seven  re- 
ported, ranging  from  Sumburgh  (Shetland) 
to  Scilly.  By  contrast,  eight  Tawny  Pipits  .4. 
campestris  outstripped  Red-throated  Pipits 
.4.  cetvimi s only  by  three.  A Citrine  Wagtail 
Motacilla  citreola  at  Deerness  (Orkney)  on  4th 
was  the  only  one.  A black-bellied  Dipper 
Cinclus  cinclus  cinclus  at  Anstruther  (Fife)  on 
14th  was  an  early  arrival. 

Thrushes 

Pride  of  place  must  go  to  the  small  North 
American  thrushes,  for  they  all  turned  up — 
except  for  the  previously  most  regular  in 
Britain,  Gray-cheeked  Thrush  Calharus  mini- 
mus. The  first  and  best  was  the  first  Wrood 
Thrush  Hylocichla  mustelina  for  Britain  and 
Ireland,  found  skulking  on  St  Agnes  (Scilly) 
on  7th,  and  departing  before  being  seen  by 
all  but  a lucky  few  who  managed  to  get 
across  ahead  of  the  approaching  storm. 
Next  on  St  Agnes  was  a Hermit  Thrush 
Catharus  gut  tat  us  from  15th- 16th.  Meanwhile, 
Swainson's  Thrushes  C..  ustulatus  appeared 
on  St  Mary’s  around  12th,  in  the  Cot  Valley 
(Cornwall)  from  llth-20th.  and  on  Lundy 
from  16th  for  the  rest  of  the  month.  Amaz- 
ingly this  last  was  joined  by  a Veerv  C.. 
fuscescens  (plate  62)  on  13th,  though  its 
identity  remained  in  doubt  until  23rd. 

From  the  other  direction  came  Eye- 
browed Thrushes  Turdus  obscums  to  Fair  Isle 
from  7th- 1 5th,  on  St  Mary’s  on  12th,  and  on 
St  Agnes,  again,  on  27th.  A fine  male  Black- 
throated  Thrush  T.  ruficollis  on  St  Mary’s  on 


23rd  had  been  preceded  on  15th  by  the  first 
British  record  of  the  nominate  race,  Red- 
throated  Thrush,  also  a male,  at  South 
Stack,  Anglesey.  There  were  ten  reports  of 
Stonechats  Saxicola  turquata  of  one  of  the 
eastern  races  maura/stejnegeri,  and,  from  an 
origin  farther  south,  Desert  Wheatears 
Oenanthe  deserti  were  at  Walton-on-the-Naze 
(Essex)  on  12th  (plate  59),  on  North  Ronald- 
say on  13th,  and  at  I.andguard  from  20th- 
24th.  This  last  was  trapped  and  ringed,  and 
astonishingly  turned  up  a couple  of  days 
later  at  Prawle  (Devon)  where  it  remained 
until  30th  (plate  55).  On  Guernsey  on  20th, 
a Black-eared  Wheatear  0.  hispanica  was 
another  first  for  the  Channel  Islands. 

There  were  huge  arrivals  of  thrushes  in 
the  Northern  Isles  from  mid  month,  the 
largest  there  for  several  years.  On  14th, 
there  were  2,500  Song  Thrushes  T.  philome- 
los  on  Fair  Isle,  and  147  were  trapped  on 
North  Ronaldsay;  Fair  Isle  also  held  8.000 
Redwings  T.  Hiatus  and  125  Ring  Ouzels  T. 
torquatus.  On  21st,  there  were  ‘several  tens  of 
thousands’  of  Fieldfares  T.  pilaris  and  Red- 
wings in  Orkney,  and  1 1,000  Fieldfares  and 
12,000  Redw'ings  through  Fair  Isle  on  21st 
and  22nd.  Farther  south,  1,000  Song 
Thrushes  at  Spurn  on  19th  was  the  ‘largest- 
ever  arrival’  of  that  species  there. 


Warblers 

Yellow-browed  Warblers  Phvlloscopus  inoma- 
tus  appeared  in  huge  numbers  again  this 
autumn,  with  about  160  reported  during  the 
month,  about  half  of  them  on  3rd  and  4th. 
and  further  small  peaks  around  13th  and 
20th.  There  were  also  exceptional  numbers 
of  Radde’s  P.  schwarzi  and  Dusky  Warblers 
P.  Juscatus  around  the  same  dates,  with  at 
least  1 1 and  seven  respectively:  famous 
observatories  to  record  their  first  Radde’s 
included  Fair  Isle  and  Bardsey  (Gwynedd), 
while  Dusky  Warblers  were  spread  from 
North  Ronaldsay  to  Old  Head  of  Kinsale 
(Co.  Cork).  Most  of  the  34  Pallas’s  Warb- 
lers P.  proregulgs  typically  arrived  later,  with 
15  between  19th  and  22nd,  and  a further  12 
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56.  Red-breasted  Flycatcher  Ficedula  parva, 
Lincolnshire,  October  1987  (Michael  Tarrant) 


between  28th  and  31st.  Only  one  Bonelli’s 
Warbler  P.  honelli  turned  up,  in  Scilly,  but 
the  star  ‘Phyllosc’  was  what  appeared  to  be  a 
Two-barred  Greenish  Warbler  P.  plum- 
beitarsus  on  Gugh  (Scilly)  from  2 1 st-27th 
(plate  58),  potentially  the  first  for  Britain 
and  Ireland,  and  the  second  for  the  Western 
Palearctic. 

There  was  a late  Aquatic  Warbler  Acro- 
cephalus  paludicola  trapped  at  Kenfig 
(Mid  Glamorgan)  on  4th,  and  from  farther 
east  came  a Paddyfield  Warbler  A.  agricola 
to  Walton-on-the-Naze  on  11th  and  a 
Blyth’s  Reed  Warbler  .4  dumetorum  at  Tyne- 
mouth (Tyne  & Wear)  on  1 7th.  Around 
20th,  there  was  a good  fall  of  Reed  Warb- 
lers .4.  scirpaceus  in  Scotland,  where  the 
species  is  rare,  with  at  least  13  from  Fair  Isle 
to  the  Borders. 

Booted  Warblers  Hippolais  caligata  were 
found  by  the  hordes  in  Scilly,  on  St  Mary’s 
and  St  Agnes  in  the  second  half  of  the 
month,  after  one  at  Lerwick  (Shetland)  on 
7th,  but  Icterine  H.  iclerina  and  Melodious 
Warblers  H.  polyglotta  were  notable  by  their 
great  scarcity. 

A large  arrival  of  Blackcaps  Sylvia  atricap- 
illa  on  14th  found  250  on  Fair  Isle  and  many 
on  North  Ronaldsay,  of  which  50  were 
trapped.  Rare  ‘Sylvias’  were  few,  but  in- 
cluded a Dartford  Warbler  S.  undata  on 
Cape  Clear  Island  on  16th,  a male  Sar- 
dinian Warbler  S.  melanocephala  on  Guern- 
sey on  18th,  and  a Subalpine  Warbler  .9. 
cantillans  at  Tyninghame  on  1 st,  with  another 
less  unusually  on  St  Agnes  (plate  57),  but 
about  16  Barred  Warblers  S.  nisoria 
included  one  on  Guernsey  on  15th,  almost 
unbelievably  a new  species  for  the  Channel 
Islands.  Good  numbers  of  Goldcrests  Reg- 
ulus  regulus  passed  through  Bardsey  early 
in  the  month,  with  a day-maximum  of  250 


on  5th.  This  influx  was  noted  at  other  West 
Coast  sites,  and  inland  as  far  as  Oxford- 
shire. 

Flycatchers  to  vireos 

Red-breasted  Flycatchers  Ficedula  parva 
(plate  56)  followed  the  arrival  pattern  of 
other  eastern  drift  migrants,  some  50  indi- 
viduals appearing,  mostly  in  the  first  four 
days.  A Penduline  Tit  Remiz  pendulinus  was 
found  at  Pett  Level  (East  Sussex)  on  4th;  a 
Treecreeper  Certhia  familiaris  on  Fair  Isle  on 
30th  was  only  the  fifth  record  there;  and,  a 
week  previously,  an  Isabelline  Shrike  Lanius 
isabellinus  had  turned  up  in  Shetland.  The 
most  numerous  Nearctic  passerine,  Red- 
eyed Vireo  Vireo  olivaceus , mustered  a total  of  „ 
six  this  year,  from  9th,  with  two  each  in 
Scilly  and  Cornwall,  and  singles  at  Prawle 
and  Hengistbury  Head.  Not  to  be  outdone 
by  Ireland,  Fresco  pulled  back  Philadelphia 
Vireo  F.  philadelphicus , which  performed  for 
all  from  10th-  13th. 

Finches,  American  wood-warblers  and 
buntings 

There  were  few'  Scarlet  Rosefinches  Carpo- 
dacus  erythrinus , but  Fair  Isle  managed  its 
second  Arctic  Redpoll  Carduelis  homemanni 
of  the  autumn. 

Although  American  warblers  were  few'  in 
number,  all  four  waifs  represented  different 
species:  a Black-and-white  Warbler  Mniot- 
ilta  varia  at  Prawle  from  8th- 13th,  a Yellow- 
rumped  Warbler  Dendroica  coronata  on  Cape 
Clear  Island  on  8th  and  9th,  a Blackpoll 
Warbler  l).  striata  on  Tresco  between  12th 
and  21st,  and  a Northern  Parula  Panda 
americana  at  Nanquidno  (Cornwall)  from 
13th-23rd. 

The  Savannah  Sparrow  Ammodramus  sand- 
wichensis  remained  to  1st  on  Fair  Isle.  The 
same  island  attracted  no  fewer  than  three 
different  Pine  Buntings  Emberiza  leucoceph- 
alos , with  another  on  North  Ronaldsay. 

A mainland  Yellow-breasted  Bunting  E. 


October  reports 

aureola,  at  Fife  Ness  on  3rd,  unfortunately 
stayed  only  briefly.  Four  Rustic  Buntings  E. 
rustica  were  above  par  for  the  month,  though 
an  excellent  total  of  some  25  Little  Bunt- 
ings E.  pusilla  included  at  least  eight  on  Fair 
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Isle.  A female  Rose-breasted  Grosbeak 

Pheucticus  ludoincianus  on  Cape  Clear  Island 
on  8th  (plate  60)  was  just  a few  days  short  of 
the  twenty-fifth  anniversary  of  the  occurr- 
ence there  of  Britain  and  Ireland’s  first. 


57.  Subalpine  Warbler  Sylvia  cantillans , Scilly,  October  1987  (.V.  C.  Hutchings ) 


58.  Two-barred  Greenish  Warbler  Phylloscopus  plumbeitarsus , Scilly,  October  1987  (Andreu 

Moon) 
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59.  Desert  Wheatear  Oenanthe  deserti,  Essex,  October  1987  (RegJ.  Mellis) 


60.  Female  Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  Pheucticus  ludovicianus , Co.  Cork,  October  1987  ( Anthony 

McGeehan) 


October  reports 


97 


61.  Forster’s  Tern  Sterna  Jars  ten,  Gwynedd,  November  1987  (Steie  Young) 


62.  Veery  Cat  hams  Juscescens.  Devon,  October  1987  (Sick  Walt) 


Monthly  marathon 


November’s  wader  photograph  (Brit.  Birds  80: 
594,  plate  302)  was  obviously  far  too  easy  to 


identify: 

Greater  Yellow  legs  Tringa  melwioleuca  (74%) 

Lesser  Yellowlegs  T.  jtavipes  (11%) 

Redshank  T.  totanus  (8%) 

Wi  1 let  Catoptrophorvs  semipalmatus  (3%) 

Spotted  Redshank  T.  erythropus  (2%) 

Greenshank  T.  nebulario  (1%) 

Bar-tailed  Godwit  Limoso  lapponica  ( 1 %) 


Sponsored  by 


98  Monthly  marathon 

The  majority  decision  was  correct:  it  was  a Greater  Yellowlegs, 
photographed  in  Peru  in  August  1979  by  Ed  Mackrill. 

Graham  Walbridge  got  it  right.  He,  therefore,  still  leads  this  competi- 
tion, with  a six-in-a-row  sequence  of  correct  answers.  Chasing  him  are  78 
competitors,  each  with  the  last  two  photographs  named  correctly.  If 
Graham  Walbridge  fails  w ith  any  of  his  next  four  entries,  one  or  more  of 
this  following  group  will  take  over  in  the  race  to  win  a SUNBIRD  birding 
holiday  in  Africa,  Asia  or  North  America. 


63.  Second  ‘Monthly  marathon’  competition.  Photograph  number  10.  Identify  the  species. 
Read  the  rules  on  page  49  in  the  January  1988  issue,  then  send  in  your  answer  on  a postcard  to 
Monthly  Marathon,  Fountains,  Park  Lane,  Blunham,  Bedford  MK44  3NJ,  to  arrive  by  15th 

March  1988 

Recent  reports 


Compiled  by  Mark  Boyd 

This  summary  covers  the  period  4th- 17th  January  1988 


Pied-billed  Grebe  Podilymbus  podiceps  Kenfig 
Pool  (Mid  Glamorgan),  throughout. 

Lesser  White-fronted  Goose  Anser  erythropus 
Slimbridge  (Gloucestershire),  from  10th. 
Red-breasted  Goose  Branta  ruficollis  Blake- 
ney  (Norfolk),  throughout. 

Ring-necked  Duck  Aythya  collaris  Timsbury 
Gravel-pits  (Hampshire),  throughout. 
Ferruginous  Duck  A.  nyroca  Chorlton  Water 
Park  (Greater  Manchester),  4th-8th;  Sopley 
(Dorset),  1 st-  13th;  Walthamstow  Reservoir 
(Greater  London),  to  at  least  16th. 

Surf  Scoter  Melanitta  perspicillata  Gosford 
Bay  (Lothian),  three  from  16th. 

Little  Bustard  Tetrax  tetrax  Near  Christ- 
church (Dorset),  to  4th. 

Pacific  Golden  Plover  Pluvialis  fulva  Marks- 
bury  Plain  (Avon),  to  at  least  14th,  believed 
to  be  this  species,  despite  apparently  pale 


underwings. 

Long-billed  Dowitcher  Limnodromus  scolopa- 
ceus  Belfast  Lough  (Northern  Ireland), 
throughout. 

Spotted  Sandpiper  Actitis  rnacularia  Seaview 
(Isle  of  Wight),  juvenile  on  16th. 
Mediterranean  Gull  Larus  melanocephalus 
Seaforth  Nature  Reserve,  throughout;  Crox- 
ley  Green  (Hertfordshire),  throughout. 
Bonaparte’s  Gull  I..  Philadelphia  Kilmore 
Quay  (Co.  Wexford),  9th. 

Forster’s  Tern  Sterna  forsteri  Anglesey 
(Gwynedd),  several  dates. 

Shore  Lark  Eremophila  alpestris  Titchwell 
(Norfolk),  five  throughout;  Tyninghame 
(Lothian),  six  throughout. 

Great  Grey  Shrike  Lanius  excubitor  Budby 
Common  (Nottinghamshire),  5th-7th;  Exe- 
ter  Forest  (Devon),  14th- 15th. 
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HOLIDAY  ACCOMMODATION 
ENGLAND 

CLEY.  Attractive  house  in  village,  four  bed- 
rooms, large  garden,  garage,  c.h.  Available  all 
year.  Details  from  Mrs  E.  Album,  47  Lyndale 
Avenue,  London  NW2.  Tel:  01-431  2942. 

(BB348) 

CHARLTON  HOUSE  HOTEL,  Dawlish.  A A/ 
RAC  two  star.  Excellent  food.  Exe  Estuary  and 
Dawlish  Warren.  Dawlish  863260.  (BB162) 

NR  MINSMERE,  delightful  converted  barn. 
Sleeps  6-7.  Fully  equipped  & linen  provided. 
Turner,  Vine  Cottage,  The  Street,  Middleton, 
Saxmundham.  Tel:  Westleton  208  after  6 pm. 

(BB170) 

ISLES  OF  SCILLY,  Mincarlo  Guest  House,  St. 
Mary’s.  Superbly  situated  in  own  grounds  over- 
looking the  harbour.  Write  to:  Colin  Duncan  or 
Tel:  0720  225 13.  (BB128) 

NR.  NTH  NFK  RESERVES  Licensed  Guest 
House  run  by  birders  for  birders.  Jean  & Tony 
Bellars,  Haydn  House,  Avenue  Road.  Hunstan- 
ton. Tel:  33115.  (KB272) 

NR  MINSMERE.  Bed  and  breakfast  at  16th  c. 
moated  farmhouse  in  peaceful  country  setting. 
Hill  House,  Sibton.  T el:  5 Oxford  662.  (BB393) 

ISLES  OF  SCILLY  Seaview  Moorings.  St. 
Mary’s.  Personal  service  from  resident 
proprietors,  lony  and  Linda.  Overlooking 
harbour,  close  to  quay  and  town — licensed — in- 
room tea  and  coffee  making  facilities — extensive 
breakfast  menu — pets  welcome.  SAE  for  details 
or  telephone  Tony  or  Linda  Dingley  on  0720 
22327.  (BB360) 

COUNTRY  COTTAGES  between  Alnwick  & 
Belford  sleep  up  to  6.  Fully  equipped,  self- 
catering, available  throughout  the  year.  Well 
placed  for  Holy  Island  & Fame  Islands,  Cheviot 
Hills  and  many  places  of  natural  beauty.  S.A.E.: 
Lady  Gadsden,  606  Gilbert  House.  Barbican, 
London  F.C2Y8BD.  Tel:  01-638  9968.  (BB303) 

OLD  HUNSTANTON.  NORFOLK.  Overlook- 
ing the  Wash.  Fully  equipped  holiday  cottages, 
col  TV',  gas  CH.  Close  beach,  available  all  year. 
Mrs  Lindsay,  4 Marks  Road.  Warlingham.  Sur- 
rey CR3  9SH.  Tel:  Upper  Warlingham  (088-32) 
2013.  (BB302) 

ISLES  OF  SCILLY,  The  W heelhouse.  St. 
Marys.  Licensed  Guest  House.  Open  all 
year  round,  good  food  and  comfortable 
surroundings  next  to  the  log  count  venue. 
Tel:  0720  22719.  (BB329) 

CETTI’S  WARBLER.  Ring-bills  at  Radipole 
Nature  Reserve;  migrations  at  Portland  Bill. 
B&B  or  self-catering  accommodation  in  superb 
surroundings  at  edge  of  Fleet  Nature  Reserve, 
Weymouth,  Dorset.  Home  cooking.  Warm  wel- 
come. M rs  Mowlam,  6 Fleet  Lane.  Chickerell, 
Weymouth.  Dorset  DT3  4DF.  (0.305) 
772268.  (BB404) 
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r Churehwood 
Valley 

South  Devon 

Self-Catering 

Holiday  Cabins 

BIRDS  - ARE  YOU  INTERESTED? 

100  acres  of  Woodland  and  Coastal  Preservation 
Area,  listed  as  of  Outstanding  natural  beauty'  and 
frequently  referred  to  in  handbooks  on  bird  life.  A 
protected  area  of  varied  habitat,  other  Spring/ 
Autumn  migration  points  are  within  easy  reach 
together  with  bird  sanctuaries  of  Devon  and  Corn- 
wall. Nature  conservation  can  succeed,  we  have 
built  a number  of  quality  log  cabins  in  this  peaceful, 
wooded  valley.  The  cabins  have  bird  tables,  nest 
boxes  and  large  view  picture  windows  (the  birds  can 
watch  the  people  inside!)  Yes.  they  have  central 
heating  and  colour  TV,  in  fact  are  very  comfortable, 
they  have  to  be  for  birdwatching  families  to  enjoy  a 
relaxing  holiday.  There  is  a licensed  shop,  riding 
stables,  launderette  and  good  walks,  sailing  Dart- 
moor National  Park  and  the  City  of  Plymouth  are 
near  at  hand.  We  are  AA  listed  and  Tourist  Board 
graded  May  we  send  you  our  brochure? 

Churehwood,  Wembury  Bay, 

Nr  Plymouth,  Devon  PL9  ODZ. 


Tel:  (0752)  862382  (24  hr) 


LAKE  DISTRICT.  Ivy  House,  Hawkshead,  Nr 
Ambleside.  Small  family  run  hotel,  sensibly 
priced.  Telephone  David  or  Jane  Vaughan  for 
brochure  on  09666  204.  (BB407) 


WELLS,  NORFOLK  B&B.  (Tourist  Board 
recommended.)  H.&C.,  Tea  and  Coffee  facilities 
and  TVs  in  all  rooms.  Sylvia  Strong,  The 
Cobblers  (0328)  710155.  (BB359) 

UNPARALLELED  LOCATION  N/Norfolk 
coast,  2 chalets,  2 flats,  CH.  available  all  year. 
Sea  views,  adj.  Nat.  Trust  woodland.  Riding, 
Golf,  R/station.  Brochure:  Monksmead  Country 
House,  West  Runton,  Cromer,  Norfolk  NR27 
9LU.  Tel:  West  Runton  (026  375)  265.  (BB347) 


CLEY.  3 Quality  cottages  (sleep  4,  6 and  6+2). 
Quiet.  Comfortable.  Excellent  value.  Brochure: 
(0353)740770.  (BB287) 

HOLY  ISLAND.  2-bed  house,  sleeps  4/6.  C.H. 
well-equipped.  Tel:  066142345.  (BB330) 

EXMOOR  for  country  and  animal  lovers.  Farm- 
house accommodation,  bed  and  breakfast  and 
evening  meal,  or  self-catering  cottage.  Details 
from:  French,  Brendon  Barton,  Lynton,  Devon. 
Tel:  05987  201.  (BB387) 

LANDS  END.  17th  century  farmhouse.  S/C.  2 
bedrooms:  sleeps  7 + cot.  Pets  welcome.  Colour 
TV',  linen  provided,  elec  included.  'A  mile 
airport  for  Scilly  Isles.  From  £90  p.w.  Brochure 
(07.36  871242.  (BB383) 


Hfe. 

TT-r-  Beautiful  Georgian  Hotel 

wlrtL  Excellent  Food  & Accommodation 

Lawns  h0u,  Norfolk. 

CLEY 
5 miles 
Bargain 

Hotel  aa  (0263>  713390  RAC 

Breaks 

(BB384) 

FARM  COTTAGES  between  I.indisfarne  Re- 
serve and  The  Fames.  Comfortable  and  well 
equipped.  Sorry  no  pets.  Brochure:  Mr  J. 
McNish.  Outchester  Farm,  Belford,  Northum- 
berland. Tel:  066  83  336.  (BB386) 

WELLS  NEXT  THE  SEA.  Central  for  Cley  and 
Titchwell  Reserves.  Warm  welcome.  B&B/EM 
optional.  Guests’  lounge  with  tea  and  coffee 
facilities.  Guest  House  Diploma  Award.  Pets 
welcome.  Mrs  Court,  Eastdene,  Nortljfield  Lane. 
Tel:  0328  7 10381.  (BB410) 

BLAKENEY — we  offer  comfort,  warmth,  bed 
and  breakfast,  own  bathroom  and  sitting  room. 
Tel:  Cley  740876.  (BB409) 

CLEY — 6 miles.  Flint  cottage  sleeps  2.  Cot 
available.  SAE:  Mrs  Hampshire,  Riverbank, 
Hunworth,  Melton  Constable,  Norfolk.  Tel:  Holt 
3891.  (BB397) 


MINSMERE  12  miles.  BB  or  BB&E 
meals.  Excellent  farmhouse  cooking  with 
friendly  atmosphere.  Daily  or  weekly  rates. 
Tel:  Ubbeston  (098683)  235  for  reserva- 
tions. (BB312) 


PEMBROKESHIRE,  Broad  Haven,  Modern 
chalet,  sleeps  6,  TV  and  Microwave.  Hildick- 
Smith,  Redmarley  Orchards,  Great  Witley, 
Worcester.  Tel:  Great  Witley  308.  (BB447) 


British  Birds 

The  monthly  for  British  Birdwatchers 

If  you  rent  Holiday  Accommodation  in  a bird  watching  area  then  you  should 
advertise  in  British  Birds;  the  established  birdwatching  monthly  for  Britain’s  Birders. 

With  over  40,000  genuine  bird  enthusiasts  reading  British  Birds  every  month, 
where  else  would  you  find  such  a unique  and  specialised  readership. 

The  continued  expansion  of  the  British  Birds  holiday  section  shows  that 
advertising  really  works. 

To  find  out  details  of  advertising  rates  and  our  special  series  discounts  phone 
Sandra  Barnes  0621  815085.  (BB325) 
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The  Park  Hotel 

West  Kirby 


Ideally  situated  for  the  famous  Hilbre 
Island  bird  sanctuary  and  the  Wirral 
Park  nature  walks. 

Dinner,  bed  and  breakfast  from  £1 6 in 
a very  comfortable  Hotel.  Licensed 
bar.  Groups  welcome. 

Tel:  061-625  9319 

(BB443) 


15TH  C.  COACHING  INN  midway  Ross/ 
Hereford  amidst  gentle  wooded  hills,  two  fields 
from  River  Wye.  A comfortable  and  informal 
place  wtih  proper  emphasis  on  real  food,  real 
ales  and  civilised  prices.  Log  fires.  C.H.  15 
bedrooms  inc.  four  poster,  all  en-suite,  tea/ 
coffee,  colour  T.V.,  Radio,  Hair  Dryers,  Trouser 
Presses  etc,  Egon  Ronay,  Relais  Routier,  E.T.B. 
Three  Crowns,  A. A.  and  R.A.C.  2 Stars.  Charm- 
ing self  catering  cottages  also  available.  Apply 
the  Green  Man  Inn,  Fownhope,  Hereford  HR1 
4PF..Tel:  (0432  77)  243.  (BB470) 

SHROPSHIRE — meres,  mosses  and  canal. 
Maisonette  in  lovely  country  house.  S/c  sleeps  3- 
4.  SAE  for  details:  Jebb,  The  Lyth,  Ellesmere 
SY120HR.Tel:069  171  2339.  (BB461) 

NORTH  YORKSHIRE.  Holiday  cottages  in 
grounds  of  Manor  House  on  village  green. 
Sleeps  2 or  4.  All  modernised,  fully  equipped 
and  self  contained.  Brochure  from  Hopkins, 
Galphay  Manor,  Ripon.  Tel:  Business  hours 
0423  50977 1 other  076583  205.  ( BB448) 

EXCELLENT  SHORTBREAKS.  For  3 nights 
db&b  in  a double  or  twin  room  with  private 
bathroom,  radio,  T.V.,  tea/colTee  making  facili- 
ties in  a delightful  Country  House  Hotel.  Magni- 
ficent views  of  Skiddaw  and  Derwent  Valley. 
Very  close  Bassenthwaite  Lake.  £79.50  per  per- 
son. (7  nights  £165.)  Please  write  or  phone  for 
brochure.  Thwaite  Howe  Hotel,  Thornthwaite. 
Keswick,  Cumbria.  Tel:  059-682  281.  (BB449) 

RYE  SUSSEX  (ADJACENT  RESERVE)  seclu- 
ded coastguard  cottage,  sleeps  6.  SAE:  Mill 
House,  Peasmarsh  (Tel:  .340),  Rye.  (BB444) 

YORKSHIRE.  Comfortable  period  cottage  at 
Pickering.  Sleeps  4.  Also  delightful  cottage  with 
small  garden  near  Bridlington.  Pets  by  arrange- 
ment. Mrs.  Veitch  0262  676203.  ( BB438) 

MOUSEHOLE.  Small  friendly  guest  house.  Sea 
views,  near  harbour  and  coastal  paths,  quiet 
location.  Bed  and  breakfast.  Phone  Moira 
Palmer  between  6-7  pm.  Tel:  (0736)  731501- 
731757.  (BB306) 

NORTH  NORFOLK — Glavenside  guest  house 
in  Letheringsett,  5 miles  inland  from  sea  at 
Blakenev,  Cley  and  Salthouse.  River  Glaven 
works  adjoining  mill  & flows  through  4 acres  of 
garden  on  its  way  to  sea  at  Cley.  Tel:  Holt  (0263) 
713181.  (BB169) 

COMFORTABLE  FLAT  in  beautiful  Lyth  \ al- 
ley, sleeps  4,  Windermere  6 miles,  children 
welcome.  Also  one  caravan.  Bell,  Fellside  Farm, 
Crosthwaite,  Kendal.  Tel:  Crosthwaite  312. 

(BB442) 

ISLES  OF  SCILLY.  Derek  and  Man  Scofield 
welcome  you  to  their  comfortable  family  guest 
house,  situated  on  the  shore  with  unrivalled 
views.  We  offer  a happy  atmosphere,  home 
cooking  and  a select  wine  list.  Ideal  for  spring 
and  autumn  birdwatching.  Send  stamp  for 
brochure  to  Breachfield  House,  St.  Mary’s.  Book 
Now  for  October.  Tel:  0720  22463.  (BB440) 


SIBTON  (NR  MINSMERE),  The  White  Horse 
Inn.  A charming  16th  century  freehouse  in  3 
acres,  en  suite  accommodation  available  in 
modern  block,  bed  & breakfast  or  weekly  rates. 
Ample  car  parking.  CC  location  site.  Bar  snacks 
or  rest,  meals  avail.  Tel:  Peasenhall  337.  (BB365) 

RYDAL.  Three  cottages,  sleep  4 and  6,  weekly 
lets.  Fisher  Hoggarth,  52  Kirkland,  Kendal.  Tel: 
0539  22592,  office  hours.  (BB460) 

OLD  HUNSTANTON,  NORFOLK.  The 

Lodge  Hotel,  former  17th  century  Dower  House 
(family  run),  offering  a w'arm  and  friendly  wel- 
come. Conveniently  situated  Holme  and  Titch- 
well  Reserves.  Good  food,  central  heating,  log 
fires,  all  rooms  en-suite.  Brochures:  telephone 
04853  2896.  (BB469) 

NORFOLK.  Holiday  Chalets,  quiet  country 
site,  Burgh  Castle,  near  Broads,  coast,  bird- 
watching. Sleep  2/4/6.  TV,  Shop.  From  £45  p.w. 
378B  Dereham  Road,  Norwich  (Tel: 
623368).  (BB466) 

NORTH  NORFOLK,  BINHAM.  Comfortable 
cottage,  garage,  garden,  sleeps  4.  Pets  welcome. 
Open  all  year.  Tel:  032875  539.  (BB354) 

ULLSWATER,  Hartsop.  spacious  modernised 
self-catering  apartment  in  17th  century  cottage. 
Sinclair,  Hartsop,  Patterdale,  Cumbria,  085-32 
438.  (BB435) 

SLAPTON  — well  equipped,  self-contained 
wing/bungalow  in  Vi  acres.  Sleeps  4-6.  Sea  view  . 
From  £70  per  week.  Tel:  0548  580952.  Hillcrest. 
Wood  I.ane,  Slapton,  Devon.  (BB455) 

COTTAGES  GALORE.  We  have  some  200 
delightful  cottages  in  all  parts  of  Britain.  A great 
variety  of  individual  properties,  all  inspected. 
Prices  £20  to  £50  per  person  per  week.  Get  our 
free  colour  brochure:  Amaro  Cottage  Holidays, 
22  High  Street,  Alton,  Hampshire  GU34  1BN. 
Tel:  0420  88892.  (BB399) 
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HOLME-NEXT-SEA,  NORFOLK.  B&B  even- 
ing meal.  Open  all  year.  Overlooks  reserve. 
Traditional  Cottage,  friendly  welcome.  048  525 
317.  ( BB396) 

•ORCHARD  HOUSE’,  Thornham,  Norfolk, 
B/B  and  S/C.  048  526  259.  (BB41 7) 

SALT  HOUSE.  Modernised  cottage  overlook- 
ing marshes.  Sleeps  4/6.  S.a.e.  Baker,  35  Porson 
Road,  Cambridge  CB2  2ET.  (BB425) 

SCILLY  ISLES.  Holiday  Hat.  Details  0720 
22935.  (BB424) 

N.  W.  NORFOLK.  Luxury  S/C  Flat  in  Country 
House.  All  mod.  cons.  incl.  stairlift.  Sleeps  4. 
Tel:  Docking  (04858)  365.  (BB420) 

EXMOOR.  Peaceful  s/catering  c/heated  holiday- 
homes  in  National  Trust  Village.  Marshes, 
woods  and  moorland — rich  in  birdlife.  Reduced 
spring/autumn  terms.  Open  all  year.  Stamp  to 
Sheila  Wright,  Pack  Horse,  Allerford,  nr  Mine- 
head.  Tel:  0643  862475.  (BB305) 

FARM  COTTAGES  between  Holy  Island,  T he 
Fames  and  Cheviots.  Comfortable,  well  equip- 
ped. Mrs  Nixon,  Swinhoe,  Belford,  Northumber- 
land. Tel:  06683  370.  (BB285) 


I (ScdtLfU)LU 

We  have  over  500  furnished  cottages/ 
wooden  chalets  scattered  throughout 
Scotland. 

Why  not  send  for  our  FREE  colour 
brochure.  Write,  enclosing  a 1st  class 
stamp  to:  HOLIDAY  COTTAGES 
(SCOTLAND)  LTD.,  Thorncroft, 
Lilliesleaf,  Roxburghshire  TD6  9JD. 
Telephone:  (083  57)  481-485.  (BB367) 


ISLE  OF  MULL,  Torosay  Castle,  Craignure. 
Golden  eagles  often  seen  in  the  area.  20  species 
in  the  garden  and  over  200  recorded  on  the  . 
island.  Mull  is  a paradise.  Gardens  open  year- 
round.  Castle  1 May-30  Sept.  One  flat  and  one 
cottage  to  let.  Special  monthly  winter  terms.  For 
terms  apply:  The  Secretary.  Tel:  06802 
421.  (BB140) 

ISLE  OF  ISLAY.  Comfortable  isolated  bunga- 
low. Eagles,  Choughs.  T el:  Turner  0496  2140. 

(BB322) 


SCOTLAND 

SPEY  VALLEY,  beautiful  secluded  informal 
country  hotel,  2 miles  from  village  of  Carrbridge. 
Excellent  Birdwatching  amidst  Moorland, 
Forest,  River  and  Lakes.  Home  cooking,  full 
central  heating,  drying  room.  Ospreys  and 
Crested  Tits  local.  Hotel  geared  to  Birdwatchers 
and  their  families.  Terms  £90.00  per  week  D/B/ 
B.  Brochure  from  Maureen  and  Larry  Taulbut, 
The  Old  Manse  Hotel,  Carrbridge,  Inverness- 
shire.  Tel:  (047  984)  278.  A warm  welcome 
guaranteed.  (BB430) 

GALLOWAY.  Hills,  lochs,  forests  and  sea. 
Speciality,  birds  of  prey  and  waterfowl.  High 
quality  self-catering  houses,  cottages,  flats.  De- 
tails send  30p  stamp  to:  G.  M.  Thomson  & Co, 
27  King  Street,  Castle  Douglas.  (BB334) 

YELL,  SHETLAND.  A self-catering  cottage. 
0957  2216.  (BB445) 

FORSINARD  HOTEL,  SUTHERLAND.  Ex- 
cellent accommodation  with  superb  home  cook- 
ing. Warm,  friendly  atmosphere.  In  the  heart  of 
the  ‘Flow  Country'.  For  brochure  telephone 
Halladale  221 . (BB446) 

ISLE  OF  ISLAY,  HEBRIDES.  Five  superbly 
equipped  cottages,  open  throughout  year.  Per- 
fect situation  with  views,  minutes  to  charming 
village.  Short  drive  to  R.S.P.B.  reserve  at 
Gruinart.  Brochure:  Mrs  Sarah  Roy,  Lorgba 
Holiday  Cottages,  Port  Charlotte,  Isle  of  islav, 
Argyll.  T el:  049685/208.  (BB398) 


SHIELING  HOTEL  (under  new  management) 
Coldingham  Bay,  Eyemouth  TD14  5PA.  In  the 
St  Abbs  Nature  Reserve  area,  we  offer  comfort- 
able accommodation  and  good  home  cooking. 
For  more  information  write  or  tel.  08907  71216. 

( BB 1 25) 

THE  HOTEL,  Isle  of  Colonsay,  Argy  ll  PA6I 
7YP.  Demi-pension  (Private  bath)  from  £27.50. 
Details,  brochures,  map  (bird  list  on  request). 
Tel:  09512316.  (BB209) 

CAIRNGORMS — Nethybridge  near  Aviemore. 
Choice  of  unique  converted  smithy,  hay  loft, 
cottages  and  bungalows.  Very  comfortable,  well 
furnished,  central  heating  and  col.  TV  from  £80- 
£285  pw.  Mrs  C.  Patrick,  Chapelton  Place, 
Forres.  Tel:  0309  72505.  (BB362) 

SCOTTISH  BORDERS,  DUNS.  Comfortable 
friendly  home  on  edge  of  small  country  town. 
Central  for  birdwatching  and  most  outdoor 
activities.  Within  easy  reach  of  major  routes, 
historic  towns,  coastlines,  Lammermuir  and 
Cheviot  Hills.  B&B  £9.  EM  on  request.  Mrs  M. 
Watson.  Tel:  036 1 822 11/2.  ( BB406) 

ISLAY,  GEESE.  Warm  cottages  sleep  8,  7 or  2. 
Lady  Wilson,  Ancala,  Port  Charlotte.  Tel: 
289.  (BB400) 

ISLE  OF  MULL.  I.ochdon.  Well  equipped 
cottage.  Sleeps  4-6.  Electricity  included.  Fishing 
by  arrangement.  Auchnacraig,  I.ochdon,  Isle  of 
Mull.  Tel:  06802486.  (BB40I) 
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ISLE  OF  MULL.  A stable  converted  into  2 
warm  comfortable  flats.  Frachadil  Farm,  Cal- 
gary. Tel:  068  84  265  or  (0573)  24852.  (BB370) 

SPEY  VALLEY.  Carrbridge  Area,  luxury  cara- 
van. Shower,  toilet,  quiet  private  site.  £125.00 
per  week  inclusive.  Tel:  047  984  278.  (BB43 1 ) 

ISLE  OF  RAASAY,  by  Skye.  Quiet  island  ideal 
for  hillwalking,  fishing  and  birdwatching.  Splen- 
did views  of  Skye  mountains,  etc.  New  friendly 
hotel  offers  modern  comforts  and  good  food. 
Daily  car  ferries  from  Skye.  Contact  Isle  of 
Raasay  Hotel,  Raasay,  Kyle  IV40  8PB.  Tel:  047 
862  222  or  226.  (BB433) 

ISLE  OF  MULL.  A small  guest  house  and  farm 
in  lovely  countryside  a mile  from  Dervaig  village. 
2 miles  from  coast.  The  best  of  home  cooking  in 
the  Highland  tradition.  Write  to  Jenny  Matthew, 
Ardrioch,  Dervaig,  Isle  of  Mull,  or  tel:  068  84 
264.  (BB392) 

ELLARY  ESTATE— MOST  ATTRACTIVE 

choice  of  self-catering  cottages  and  chalets 
situated  on  the  shores  of  Loch  Caolisport.  While 
you  are  at  Ellary  you  are  free  to  go  wherever  you 
please.  There  are  hill  walks,  many  lochs  and 
burns  where  you  can  fish,  numerous  wildlife, 
birds,  flowers,  etc.  The  perfect  location  for  the 
true  country  lover.  For  full  colour  brochure 
please  write  to:  The  Booking  Office.  Ellary  7, 
Lochgilphead,  Argyll  PA31  8PA.  Tel:  08808  232/ 
209  or  054685  223.  ' ( BB390) 

SEE  PUFFINS,  skuas,  seals  and  a lot  more 
Private  boat  takes  you  among  otherwise  inacces- 
sible colonies.  A nature-lover’s  dream.  Full 
board  in  castle,  or  stay  in  self-catering  cottages. 
Send  for  details:  Balfour  Castle,  Shapinsay, 
Orkney.  Tel:  085  67 1 282.  ( BB436) 


WALES 

ANGLESEY.  Excellent  Sea  watching.  Waders. 
Wildfowl  and  Breeders.  Comfortable,  residen- 
tial centre,  wholesome  food,  ideal  for  Club  or 
Group  field  trips.  Local  information  and  advice. 
Ian  Wright,  Outdoor  Alternative,  Rhoscolyn, 
Holyhead  LL65  2NQ.  Tel:  0407  860469.  (BB47I) 

MILTON  MANOR  HOTEL,  nr  Tenby,  Pem- 
brokeshire. Tel:  064  67  398.  In  7 secluded  acres 
near  National  Park,  estuary  and  coast  path.  26 
bedrooms  most  en-suite,  6 with  self-catering 
terms.  Licensed  restaurant.  Central 
heating.  (BB418) 

ANGLESEY.  Superb  beachside  hotel  with  mag- 
nificent views.  Ideal  centre  for  bird  watchers  and 
botanists  in  area  noted  for  its  lakes,  reserves  and 
coastline  of  outstanding  beauty.  Come  to  ‘High- 
ground’  AA/RAC  listed,  licensed,  for  warm 
welcome,  excellent  food  and  accommodation. 
Brochure:  Mrs  Karen  Hayter,  Highground, 
Ravenspoint  Road,  Trearddur  Bay,  Gwynedd 
LL65  2YY.  Tel:  0467  861X178.  (BB432) 


CHANNEL  ISLES 

SARK:  discover  the  wildlife  and  birds  of  Sark, 
one  of  the  smaller  and  quieter  of  the  Channel 
Islands.  Self-catering  accommodation  in  a mod- 
ern Sark  cottage  sleeping  6.  Please  send  for 
coloured  brochure  to  — Duncan  Spence,  La 
Heche,  Sark,  Channel  Isles.  ( BB203) 


OVERSEAS 

MAJORCA,  NORTH.  Familiar  Hotel.  Half- 
board. Special  car  hire  rates  in  low  season.  Tel: 
531998‘Oriola’  Pollensa.  (BB454) 

HEART  OF  THE  CAMARGUE  S.  France 
Well  equipped  farm  cottage  and  village  house. 
Rogers,  .Vlas  d’Auphan.  L.e  Sambuc,  13200 
Arles.  Tel:  (01033)  90989041  or  0327 
842770.  (BB464) 


BIRD  l 1 .4  TCHING  HO  LI  DA  YS 


Algarve  Birdivatching  Limited 
Combine  guided  birdwatching  trips  with  all 
the  normal  attractions  of  a holiday  in  S. 
Portugal.  Luxury  self  cat.  accom.  flights 
etc.  arranged 

Telephone  0602  412024  for  details  (BB315) 


NORTHERN  WILDLIFE.  Spring  and  autumn 
birdwatching  holidays  organised  and  led  by 
experts.  Comfortable  licensed  guest  house  over- 
looking the  spectacular  Kyle  of  l ongue.  Enjoy 
the  unrivalled  scenery  of  the  north  coast.  Day 
excursions  to  see  resident  Highland  specialities, 
rare  seabirds,  divers,  seaducks,  migrants  etc.  For 
brochure  and  details  contact:  Northern  Wildlife. 
Lundies,  Tongue,  Sutherland.  Tel:  084-755 
256.  (BB39I ) 

1988  Seawatchesl 


June  The  Norwegian  Fjords  to  the  North 


Cape 

Cl  175 

Sept 

Pelagic  Seawatch  off  Cape  Clear 

with  Waders  at  Ballycotton 

£355 

Oct 

North  Sea  Seawatch  and  Danish 

Coast 

£120 

Other  1988  holidays  include  Winter  Birding  Breaks  (see 
our  Dec  advert)  and  Falsterbo  and  Lake  Homborga  in 
^ Sweden.  Brittany.  Holland  & Iceland 


— all  with  Peter  Harnson 

T 

BRANT  A Holidays 

in 

CO 

Branta  Travel  Ltd 

£ 

W 1 1 Uxbridge  Street,  London  W8  7TQ 

F 0 1 -229  723 1 (or  0 1 -639  1 257  evenings)  J 
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DAWLISH  • TEIGNMOUTH  • DARTMOOR 

SHORT 


Bird  Watching  Weekend 

20th-22nd  May  1988  Enjoy  a weekend  of  guided  bird  study  in  beautiful  Devon  countryside.  The  price 
of  £79.00  per  person  includes  accommodation,  meals  and  coach  to  sites.  Full  details  available  from: 

Mrs  A.  Dunn,  Teignbridge  District  Council,  Recreation  and  Tourism  Department,  Forde  House, 
NEWTON  ABBOT,  TQ12  4 XX.  Tel:  (0626)  61 101.  (D282) 


SKOKHOLME/SKOMER  ISLANDS,  PEM- 
BROKESHIRE. Thousands  of  seabirds,  carpets 
of  flowers.  Some  courses.  S.a.e.  Dept  BB, 
WWNTC,  7 Market  Street,  Haverfordwest, 
Dyfed  SA6  1 1 NF.  (BB114) 

BETWEEN  CLEY  AND  TITCHWELL. 

Weekend  Birds  Courses.  With  Knowledgeable 
Tuition  Field  trips.  Evening  lectures  in  comfort- 
able surrounds.  At  Ilex  House,  Wells,  Norfolk 
NR23  lDH.Fakenham  710556.  (BB472) 


UIST  WILDLIFE  HOLIDAYS.  We  organise 
interesting  and  exciting  holidays  in  the  Hebri- 
des. Discover  the  rich  wildlife  of  Uist,  sail  to 
islands  of  the  Inner  Hebrides  or  come  and 
explore  St  Kilda.  Uist  Wildlife  Holidays,  Old 
School,  Lochcaman,  South  Uist,  Outer  Hebri- 
des. Tel:  (08704)  278.  (BB408) 


MIGRATE  TO  FAIR  ISLE  this  year!  Midway 
between  Orkney  and  Shetland  this  beautiful 
rugged  island  offers  a relaxing  widlife  holiday  for 
all  the  family.  Enjoy  comfortable  full  board 
accommodation  and  explore  the  island’s  magni- 
ficent cliff  scenery,  fine  seabird  colonies,  migrant 
birds,  flora,  knitwear  and  fascinating  island  life. 
For  details/bookings  write  (sae):  Booking  Dept 
(C),  Fair  Isle  Bird  Observatory,  Fair  Isle,  Shet- 
land, or  tel:  035  12  258.  (BB373) 


USK  VALLEY  near  Abergavenny.  Two  very 
attractive  modernised  riverbank  cottages,  fully 
equipped,  lovely  countryside  near  Brecon 
Beacons,  secluded  but  easy  access.  Resident 
buzzards,  sparrowhawks,  kingfishers,  ravens. 
SAE  for  particulars:  The  Agent,  Estate  Office, 
Llanover,  Abergavenny,  Gwent.  (BB381) 


Please  mention 
BRITISH  BIRDS 
when  replying  to 
advertisements 


Thinking  of  AUSTRALIA 

Then  contact  the  people  with  experience. 
Guided  trips  for  individuals  or  groups.  We 
go  where  you  want  to  go  - itineraries 
compiled  to  suit  your  needs.  Pelagics  a 
speciality. 

Enquiries  to: 

DIOMEDEA  Pty  Ltd 

c/o  26  Warmington  Street,  Paddington, 
Queensland,  Australia  4064(BB33g) 


WEST  OF  IRELAND.  Wildlife  holidays,  natural 
history  courses,  field  studies  facilities  for  individuals 
and  small  groups.  Good  food  and  comfortable 
accommodation  overlooking  Connemara  mountains 
and  Rough  Corrib.  Guided  tours  to  Connemara,  the 
Burren  and  the  Cliffs  of  Moher.  Contact  Dr  Tony 
Whilde,  Corrib  Conservation  Centre,  Ardnasillagh, 
Oughterard,  Co.  Galway.  (BB426) 


PAPA  WESTRAY,  ORKNEY 

An  island  with  superb  birdlife, 
rare  plants,  seals  and 
archaeology.  Europe’s  V 

largest  tern  colony.  ua. 

For  information  on  travel/ accommodation: 

B.B.,  Papay  Community  Co-operative  Ltd, 
Beltane  House,  Papa  Westray,  Orkney. 
Telephone  08574  267  or  238  (BB255) 


BIRD  WATCHING,  CORNWALL 
at  TALLAND  BAY  HOTEL 
March  and  November  1988 

Three  Star  Country  House  Hotel. 
Comfortable  rooms  with  private  bathrooms. 
Fine  Cuisine 

Ideally  situated  for  Daily  Excursions  to 
coasts,  estuaries,  reservoirs  and  moorland  to 
see  a whole  range  of  birds  with  local  guide. 
The  programme  caters  for  Beginners  and 
Experienced  Bird  Watchers  alike. 


For  Brochure  and  Details: 
Talland  Bay  Hotel 
Near  Looe,  Cornwall  PL  13  2JB. 
Tel:  0503  72667. 


CO 

CM 
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BIRDWATCHING  IN  SOUTHWEST 
ANDALUCIA 

One  week  with  accommodation.  336  bird 
species  possible,  200 — guaranteed  during 
the  winter  and  breeding  seasons,  including 
Imperial  Eagle,  Crested  Coot,  Purple  Galli- 
nule,  Marbled  Teal,  White-headed  Duck, 
etc.  Best  birdwatching  places  around  includ- 
ing Dohana.  Boats  available  to  observe 
seabirds.  For  free  brochure  and  bird  list, 
contact:  GL’FAS  1)E  DONANA  S.A., 
Reinolds,  45,G,  21760  Matalascanas,  (Huel- 
va) Spain.  Phone  number  (955) 
430501 . (BB450) 

MAJORCA  (MID-MAY).  Vacancy  for  2/3  per- 
sons only  on  I week’s  Birdwatching  (and  Paint- 
ing?) holiday  led  by  ornithologist  Robin  Wake 
and  Judith  Wake  (painter).  Villa  accommoda- 
tion. Hired  car  transport.  Exeter  departure  or 
meet  Palma  Airport.  Cost  £275/300.  Write  with 
SAF.  to  Judith  Wake,  Polgreen  Farm,  St  Maw- 
gan,  Nr  Newquay,  Cornwall.  Other  inexpensive 
holidays  in  Cornwall,  Scil lies,  France,  Spain  and 
Morocco.  (BB465) 

MORECAMBE  BAY  near  LEIGH  I ON  MOSS 
Shorelines;  waders  galore;  bright  skies.  Pere- 
grine causing  chaos.  Valley  woods,  reedbeds,  all 
near.  Castle  Head  Field  Centre,  Crange-o- 
Sands,  Cumbria  (04484-4.300).  (BB374) 

A US  I RALIAN  RAINFOREST  Birdwatching. 
Guiding  for  individuals  or  groups.  All  outings 
arranged  to  suit  your  needs  and  budget.  Pitta 
Guiding.  PO  Box  454  Kuranda  QLD  4872. 

(BB284) 

BIRDS  OF'  SPEYSIDE:  A week  of  crossbills, 
crested  tits,  ospreys  and  lots  more  at  3-star  Boat 
Hotel  (all  private  facs.);  small  group  with  verv 
experienced  leader.  5th- 1 1th  June  1988,  just 
£225  all  inch  Write  to:  Natureguide  (Caledonia), 
Shiresmill,  Dunfermline  K.Y12  8ER.  (BB452) 


SPAIN 

Mancha  Sc  Central  Sierras 
Dohana  Sc  South-West 
Pyrenees  Sc  Ebro  Delta 
April,  May,  June  1988 

loin  Gullick  lives  in  Spain.  He  will 
show  you  the  rarest  birds  in  the  most 
beautiful  and  remote  areas.  Expect  to 
see  5 different  eagles,  3 vultures,  2 
bustards,  2 sandgrouse.  White-headed 
Duck,  Gallinule,  Eagle  Owl,  Black 
Stork,  with  many  ducks,  waders  and 
passerines  on  spring  migration.  Also 
Lammergeier,  Wallcreeper,  Dupont’s 
Lark,  Alpine  Accentor,  Black  Wood- 
pecker on  new  Pyrenees  Tour.  1 1 & 8 
day  tours  for  3-4  persons  only,  by 
Range  Rover.  10  years  and  over  700 
field  days  of  experience  in  Spain. 

Tom  Gullick,  c/o  Mrs  M.  Parker, 

5 Tile  Bam  Close,  Famborough, 
Hants.  GUI  4 8LS.  Tel:  0252  54721  3. 

(BB253) 


WALES  WILDLIFE  HOLIDAYS.  Conducted 
birdwatching  nature  or  walking  weeks.  £120  full 
board.  R.  Liford.  Tainewyddion-Uchaf.  Cwmyst- 
wyth,  Dyfed.  Tel:  (097422)  672.  ( BB363) 


An  exciting  Birdwatching  and  Natural  Historv 
Holidays  Programme  for  1988 
SPAIN — the  Ebro  Delta  & Andalucia. 
Tl'NISIA — Easier  break.  Spec  ial  Young 
People's  Holiday  in  Andalucia.  Spain. 

Contact  ECOLIDAYS  LTD. 

26  Canal  Wharfe.  Leeds  LSI  1 5 PS 
Tel:  (0532)  717423 


l>«Sal«uis 


AFRICA 


KENYA  ★ TANZANIA  ★ ZAIRE  ★ MALAWI  ★ 
ZIMBABWE  ★ BOTSWANA  ★ ZAMBIA 

Thinking  of  a birdwatching  and  wildlife  safari  in  Africa?  Join 
one  of  our  escorted  tours  led  by  Sybil  Sassoon,  Ernest  Neal. 
Peter  Lack.  Mark  Boulton  or  other  professionals.  We  have  our 
own  superb  safari  camps  in  Zambia  and  Zaire. 

Write,  phone  or  call  by: 

ECOSAFARIS  (UK)  Ltd. 

146  Gloucester  Road.  London  SW7  4SZ 

Telephone:  01-370  5032  'BB459) 
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WILDLIFE  HOLIDAYS 


BOOKS 


ANDALUSIAN  SIERRAS:  rambling,  natural- 
ist, pony-trekking  summer  holidays.  Fascinating 
birdlife,  wonderful  scenery.  2 weeks  from  £285 
including  full  board  in  picturesque  white  vil- 
lages, activities,  excursions.  Lindsay  Chapman, 
6 Kipling  Place,  Eaton  Ford,  Cambs  PE19  3RG. 
Tel:  0480  2 12540.  (BB467) 

BIRDWATCHING/WILDLIFE  Tented  Kenya 
Safaris.  22nd  July  to  Masai  Mara,  Samburu, 
Lakes  Nakuru,  Naivasha  and  Baringo.  5th  Au- 
gust to  Amboseli,  Tsavo  East  and  West,  the 
Indian  Ocean  and  Lake  Jipe.  2-weeks,  All  Inch 
£1095.  ADVENTURE  AFRICA,  The  Square, 
Ramsburv,  Wiltshire.  (0672-20569).  (BB437) 


TOURS 


Swaziland  Sc  Okavango  Swamps 

Fully  Guided  Bird  & Wildlife-  Tour. 

1st  May  - 18  days 

Local  expert  leader.  High  standard  accm. 
Full  Board  £1755  (inch  insurance) 
Kingdom  Tours,  Barton  House, 
Fotherby,  Lines  LN1I  0UJ 
Tel:  (0507)  601368 

(BB457) 


WORKSHOPS 


WORKSHOPS  IN  THE  USA 

6/19-25  Censusing  8irds  Maine 
7/3-9  Warblers  Maine 
7/31  - 8/6  Atlantic  Seabirds  Maine 
8/7-13  Shorebirds  Maine 
8/21-28  Pacific  Seabirds  Washington 
9/18-24  Raptors  New  Jersey 
Inquiries 'Brochure 
Institute  for  Field  Ornithology 
University  of  Maine  at  Machias 
9 O 8rien  Avenue 
Machias.  Maine  04654  USA 


(BB451) 


BIRD  REPORTS 

LINCOLNSHIRE  BIRD  REPORT  1986.  In- 
cludes rarities,  photos,  Cormorant  survey,  system- 
atic list,  ringing  report,  Gibraltar  Point  report. 
£2.50  post  free,  Lincolnshire  Bird  Club,  20 
Standish  Lane,  Immingham  1)N40  2HA.  Back 
numbers  available.  (BB422) 

BIRDS  OF  OXFORDSHIRE,  1986.  £2.50  inc 
p&p,  from  R.  Overall,  30  Hunsdon  Road,  IfBey, 
Oxford  OX4  4JE.  (BB412) 

SCOTTISH  BIRD  REPORT  1986.  £3.00  (inc 
p&p)  from  SOC  (SBR),  21  Regent  Terrace, 
Edinburgh  EH 7 5BT.  (BB453) 

HERTS  BIRD  REPORT  1986  £3:  back  issues 
£1.  From  HNHS,  6 Castle  Hill,  Berkhamsted 
HP41HE.  ( BB'1-1 1 ) 


HENRY  S6THERAN  LTD,  ICBP,  RSPB 

hmdon ’s  leading  ornithological  book  stockists 

IN  STOCK— 

Reader’s  Digest  Complete  Book  of  New  Zealand 
Birds.  £24.95  — Lever:  Naturalised  Birds  of  the 
World.  £65  — Hails  & Jarvis:  Birds  of  Singapore. 

PB  £19.95.  The  Audubon  Society  Master  Guide  to 
Birding.  3 vols  in  slipcase.  £31.50. 

ICBP,  BTO,  BOU  Publications  and  a 
surprising  range  of  smaller  books  & reports.  er 
Superb  stock  available  for  browsing. 

2,  3,  4 Sc  Sackville  St,  London  W1X  2DP.  — 
01-734  I 150.  Just  off  Piccadilly.  Mon-Fri  9.00-5.30. 


BOOK  ON  BIRDS.  New  and  secondhand, 
catalogue  30p  stamps.  Surplus  books  urgently 
sought.  BB  bought  and  sold.  Open  Monday  to 
Saturday.  Bird  Books  of  Sevenoaks,  67  London 
Rd,  Sevenoaks,  Kent.  Tel:  0732  455899.  (BB372) 

NATURAL  HISTORY  BOOKS.  Secondhand 
and  new,  bought  and  sold.  Catalogues:  J.  E. 
Oliver,  Malt  Cottage,  Croft  Yard,  Wells,  Nor- 
folk. ' (BB291) 


The  original 

BIRDWATCHER’S 

LOGBOOK 


The  most  concise  way  to  record  your 
observations.  Monthly,  annual  and  life 
columns  for  762  species,  plus  1 59 
diary  pages.  Send  £5.50  to: 

Coxton  Publications, 

9 St.  Mary’s  Road,  Mortimer,  Reading, 


Berks.  RG7  3UE. 


(BB358) 


QUALITY  BIRD  BOOKS — for  latest  list  write 
to  A.  & H.  Books,  23  Andrew  Road,  Tunbridge 
Wells,  Kent.  (BB379) 

‘BIRD  BOOKS’.  Good  secondhand  books 
bought  and  sold.  Free  catalogue  from,  and  offers 
to  Briant  Books,  94  Quarry  Lane,  Kelsall, 
Tarporley,  Cheshire  CW6  0NJ.  Tel:  0829  51804. 

(BB317) 

SCARCE  BIRD  BOOKS.  We  specialise  in 
scarce  and  out-of-print  books  on  ornithology  and 
natural  history  of  all  lands.  Free  catalogues  of 
books  issued  at  regular  intervals.  Books  on  all 
aspects  of  natural  history  and  country  life/sport 
purchased.  David  A.  H.  Grayling,  Crosby 
Ravensworth,  Penrith,  Cumbria  CA10  3JP. 
Tel:  093 15-282.  (BB288) 

RARE  AND  SECONDHAND  books  on  birds, 
natural  history,  gardening  and  field  sports 
bought  and  sold.  Peter  Blest,  Wateringbury, 
Maidstone,  Kent. Tel:  0622  812940.  (BB  113) 
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SANDERLING  BCXfKS 
New  catalogue  now  available 
Free  from 

60  Whitelow  Road,  Chorlton, 
Manchester  M2 1 IHR 
Tel:  061-860  7595  (24  hours) 

(BB458) 


ORNITHOLOGICAL  GUIDES  in  the  Let’s 
look  at  ...  series,  Majorca,  SW  Spain,  The 
Carmargue,  Montenegro,  Ethiopia,  Eastern  Au- 
stria, South  Morocco,  North  East  Greece,  Van- 
couver and  The  Rockies,  Sri  Lanka,  Lapland  and 
Arctic  Norway,  The  Gambia,  and  North  West 
Turkey,  £2.80  per  copy,  Ornitholidays,  1-3  Vic- 
toria Drive,  Bognor  Regis,  Sussex  P021 
2PW.  (BBI21) 


SCOTTISH  ORNITHOLt )GISTS’  CLUB 

THE  BIRD  BOOKSHOP 

Over  800  titles  in  stock  Credit  Cards  accepted 
Free  catalogue  from: 

The  Bird  Bookshop,  SOC,  21  Regent  Terrace, 
Edinburgh  EH7  5BT.  Tel:  031-5.56  6042  (24  hours) 

(BUI  90) 


BIRD  & NATURAL  HISTORY  books  bought 
and  sold.  Catalogues  issued.  We  are  very  keen  to 
buy  good  quality  stock,  so  if  you  have  surplus 
items  please  allow  us  to  make  you  an  offer — St 
Ann’s  Bookshop,  2 St  Ann’s  Road,  Great 
Malvern,  Worcs  (06845)  62818.  (BB377) 


British  Birds 

The  monthly  for 
British  Birdwatchers 

British  Birds  is  the  established 
Birdwatching  monthly  for  Britain's 
birders  with  a readership  of  over  40,000 
genuine  enthusiasts  every  month. 

It  is  not  surprising  therefore  that  the  classified  pages 
of  British  Birds  have  become  the  ‘Birdwatcher’s 
Market  Place’  earning  advertisements  in  such  a 
wide  range  of  categories  as:  Holiday  Accommoda- 
tion: For  Sale:  Wanted:  Tours  & Travel:  Books:  Bird 
Reports:  Courses:  Repairs:  Property  for  Sale:  To 
Let:  Stamps:  Appointments:  Personal:  Conferences: 
Overseas  Holiday  Accommodation:  Birdwatching 
Holiday. 

To  find  out  details  of  advertising  rates  and  our 
special  series  discounts  phone  Sandra  Barnes 
0621  815085.  (BB326) 


MEINF.RTZHAGEN,  RICKMAN.  MOREAU 
and  LACK.  Rare  titles  by  these  and  other 
authors.  For  catalogue  write  to:  Barnhill  Books. 
Strathwhillan,  Brodick,  Isle  of  Arran  KA27  8BQ. 
Tel:  0770  2384.  (BB456) 


WANTED 


FOR  SALE 

BIRD  JOURNAL  BACKNUMBERS  SUP- 
PLIED. (BB.  Bird  Study,  County  Reports,  etc.), 
David  Morgan,  Whitmore,  Umberleigh,  Devon. 

(BB309) 

BRITISH  BIRD  VOCABULARY  12-Cassette 
Series  in  six  volumes.  Also  specially  prepared 
Single  Cassette  Sound  Guides.  SAE  to  Lewis, 
Rosehill  House,  Lyonshall  HR53HS.  (BB423) 

BIRDS  OF  THE  SOVIET  UNION— Vols  1 to 
4 and  6.  Translated  by  Israel  Program  for 
Scientific  Translations,  also  Witherbys,  5 vol 
handbook.  Offers:  tel:  03943  7516.  ( BB462) 

MEINERTH AGEN’S  Arabia,  leather-bound, 
numbered  edition  £300.  Witherby’s  Handbook, 
£100.  African  Handbook,  2 vols,  mint,  £100. 
Bannerman’s  Bird  of  British  Isles,  12  vols;  £200. 
Tel:  0703  +47489.  (BB463) 

VIDEOS.  Rare  birds  in  Britain,  1985/87. 
(Movies).  Includes  G.  Yellowlegs.  BB  & YB 
Cuckoos,  Nutcracker,  Sora,  Gyrfalcon.  SB  Gulls. 
Philadelphia  Vireo,  Swainson’s  and  Hermit 
Thrushes.  Approx.  50  mins.  £19  incl.  p&p.  Alan 
Shaw  , Breach  Lane,  Melbourne,  Derby.  ( BB439) 

BINOCULARS  AND  TELESCOPES  from  Kav 
Optical  Servicing.  Service  to  the  naturalist  for 
over  24  yeasrs.  Repairs  to  all  types  of  instru- 
ments carried  out  on  the  premises.  Estimates 
free.  Callers  welcome.  89B  London  Roadf, 
Morden.  Surrey.  Telephone:  01-648  8822  (24 
hour).  tThe  A24.  We  are  opposite  the  Midland 
Bank.  (BB776) 

FOCALPOINT  deal  with  birdwatchers  who 
understand  your  requirements.  All  the  leading 
instruments  from  stock — at  discount  prices.  We 
are  Nikon  and  Kowa  specialists!  tony  and  Enid 
Murphy.  Focalpoint,  14Cogshall  I.ane.  Comber- 
bach.  Northwich,  Cheshire  CW9  6BS.  Tel:  0606 
891098.  (BB778) 

BB  1946-50  Bound.  1962.  63.  68  Unbound. 
Offers.  M.  B.  Grav,  26  Chaucer  Road.  Bath 
(0225)315879.  (BB473) 

BB  1980-87  unbound.  (0384)  293628.  (BB468) 


BRITISH  BIRDS 
for  the  serious  birdwatcher 

FOR  ADVERTISING  RATES 
AND  DETAILS 
Phone  Sandra  Barnes 

0621  815085 
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BWP  vols.  1-4,  I pay  ± £155.  Also  wanted:  BB 
Sep.  Index  to  vols.  1-12  (good  price).  M.  J.  Swart. 
Raai  186.  Drachten,  Holland.  I BB335) 


University  Microfilms  International 
reproduces  this  publication  in  microform:  micro- 
fiche and  16mm  or  35mm  film.  For  information 
about  this  publication  or  any  of  the  more  than 
13.000  titles  we  offer,  complete  and  mail  the 
coupon  to:  University  Microfilms  International, 
300  N.  Zeeb  Road,  Ann  Arbor,  MI  48106.  Call  us 
toll-free  for  an  immediate  response:  800-521-3044. 
Or  call  collect  in  Michigan,  Alaska  and  Hawaii: 
313-761-4700. 


University 

Microfilms 

International 


(D5251 


This 

publication  is 
available  in 
microform. 
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OPTOLYTH 


TBS  80 


The  latest  model  to  follow  in  the  footsteps  of  the  ever 
popular  30x75,  30x80  and  TB80,  birdwatching 
telescopes,  from  the  manufacturers  with  130  years 
experience  in  the  optical  research  and  production. 

Main  Features: 

★ 20xWW,  20  xW,  30  xW  and  40  x interchangeable 
eyepieces. 

★ The  best  quality  - Ceralin®  - multicoating  on  all 
optical  surfaces. 

★ High  luminousity  80mm  dia.  objective  lens. 

★ Fingertip,  smooth,  easy  focusing. 

★ Wear  resistant  green  rubber  armouring. 

★ The  interior  sealed  against  dust  and  moisture 
penetration,  (not  waterproof). 

★ Sunhood. 

★ Continuously  rotatable  45°  easy  angle  viewing. 

★ Fixed  length  of  380mm. 

★ Weight:  only  1400gms. 


For  the  complete  range  of  Optolyth  products: 

Telescopes,  and  the  highly  acclaimed  Alpin  binoculars, 
please  phone  or  to  write  Sole  Importers. 

OPTICRON.  PO.  Box  81,  St.  Albans,  Herts,  AL1  3 NT. 
Tel:  (0727)  56516 


MADE  IN  GERMANY 


(D182) 
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Volume  81  Number  2 February  1988 

5 1 Breeding  status  of  the  Gadwall  in  Britain  and  Ireland  Dr  A.  D.  Fox 

66  Mystery  photographs  128  Guillemot  Iain  Robertson 
Notes 

68  Occurrence  of  ‘Russian’  Bean  Geese  in  Lancashire/Merseyside  Philip  H.  Smith  and 
W.  Derek  Forshaw 

70  Mallards  diving  like  sawbills  in  deep,  fast-flowing  water  Elspeth  Bartlett 

70  Immature  Mediterranean  Gull  ‘playing’  with  stick  A.  G.  Duff 

71  Black-headed  Gull  dropping  and  re-catching  circular  object  in  air  Colin  Graham 

71  Hovering  flight  of  Tawny  Owl,  and  possible  cause  of  increased  mortality  in  cold 
weather  Robin  Mason 

72  Skylark  singing  close  to  hovering  Kestrel  Dr  A.  P.  Radford 

72  Sand  Martins  apparently  dusting  Dr  John  Brucker 

73  Siberian  Thrush  in  Co.  Cork  Michael  O’Donnell 

75  PhotoSpot  25  Black  Vulture  Hadoram  Shitihai 

77  Seventy-five  years  ago  . . . 

Letters 

77  Field  identification  of  black-headed  Yellow  Wagtails  Imts  Svensson 

78  Crown  colour  of  White-crowned  Black  Wheatear  Guy  Mountfort 

Announcements 

79  Do  you  get  your  ‘BB’  late? 

79  New  books  in  British  BirdShop 

Reviews 

79  ‘Where  to  Watch  Birds  in  East  Anglia’  by  Peter  Clarke  and  Margaret  Clarke 
Andy  Lowe 

80  ‘Les  Oiseaux  de  France  en  Concert’  by  Daniel  J.  Pernin  David  A.  Christie 

81  ‘Ducks  of  Sub-Saharan  Africa’  by  Gordon  Lindsay  Maclean  Dr  M.  A.  Ogilvie 

81  ‘A  Field  Guide  to  the  Birds  of  Hawaii  and  the  Tropical  Pacific’  by  H.  Douglas  Pratt, 
Phillip  L.  Bruner,  and  Delwyn  G.  Berrett  Rod  Martins 

82  ‘Foraging  Theory’  by  David  W.  Stephens  and  John  R.  Krebs  Dr  W.  J.  Sutherland 

82  News  and  comment  Mike  Everett  and  Robin  Prytherch 
86  October  reports  Ian  Dawson  and  Keith  Allsopp 

97  Monthly  marathon 

98  Recent  reports  Dr  Mark  Boyd 

Line-drawings:  51  Gadwall  (Sir  Peter  Scott);  86  Leach’s  Petrel  and  Sabine’s  Gull  (Anthony  S. 
Disley );  92  Richard’s  Pipit  (D.  Numey );  93  Radde’s  Warbler  (D.  Numey);  94  Little  Bunting  (I). 
Numey) 

Front  cover:  Long-eared  Owl  (John  Davis);  the  original  drawing  of  this 
month’s  cover  design,  measuring  24.8  X 27.7  cm,  is  for  sale  in  a postal 
auction  (see  page  ,31  in  the  January  issue  for  procedure) 
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should  be  in  Indian  ink  on  good  quality  tracing  paper,  drawing  paper,  non-absorbsent  board  or  light  blue  or  very 
pale  grey  graph  paper;  lettering  should  be  inserted  lightly  in  pencil;  captions  should  be  typed  on  a separate  sheet. 

Authors  of  main  papers  (but  not  notes  or  letters)  receive  ten  free  copies  of  the  journal  (five  each  to  two  or  more 
authors). 


Printed  in  England  by  Newnorth-Burt  Ltd,  Kempston.  Bedford 


in  focus 

OPEN  MON-SAT  9-6  (24  HOUR  PHONE) 


204  HIGH  STREET 
BARNET,  HERTS.  EN5  5SZ 
01-449  1445 
01-441  7748 


THE  BINOCULAR  AND  TELESCOPE  SPECIALISTS 


ZEISS  WEST 

Dialyt  8 x 20B 
Dialyt  10  x 25B 
Dialyt  8 x 20BA 
Dialyt  8 x 30  BGAT 
Dialyt  7 x 42  BGAT 
Dialyt  10  x 40  BT 
Dialyt  10  x 40  BGAT 
Dialyt  8 x 56  BGAT 
5 x 60  GAT  Porro 


Ramguard 

500 

Eye  Cups  (set) 

1000 

Lanyard 

4 00 

LEITZ 

Tnnqvid8x20BC 

225  00 

Tnnevid8x20BCA 

235  00 

T nnovid  1 0 x 25  BC 

235  00 

T nnovid  1 0 x 25  BCA 

245  00 

T nnovid  7 x 35  BA 

399  00 

T nnovid  8 x 32  BA 

429  00 

T nnovid  8 x 40  BA 

469  00 

Tnnovid7x42  BA 

469  00 

T nnovid  10x42  BAN 

phone 

Soft  case  for  Mini 

12  50 

Soft  case 

29  95 

Hard  case 

36  95 

Ramguard 

800 

Eye  cups  (set) 

1200 

NIKON 

7x20B 

74  95 

9x25B 

79  95 

8x23B 

99  95 

10X25B 

119  95 

8 x 20B  Roof  Prism 

134  95 

10  x25B  Roof  Prism 

149  95 

9 x 30B  Roof  Prism 

21900 

7 x 35  Action 

99  00 

8 x 35  Action 

135  00 

10x50  Action 

165.00 

8x30  ZCF 

189  00 

10x35  ZCF 

209  00 

Fieldscope  20x60 

269  00 

Fieldscope  20  x 60  ED 

489  00 

15x  30x  40x  60x 

Eye  pieces  (each) 

65  00 

Filter  ring 

14.25 

Haze  UV  Filter 

42  00 

Rubber  hood 

1075 

Eye  piece  case 

6.95 

OPTOLYTH 

Alpin  8 x 30  BG  A 

186.00 

Alpin  8 x 40  BGA 

200.00 

Alpin  7 x 42  BG  A 

207  00 

Alpin  10x40  BGA 

205  00 

Alpin  10x50  BGA 

221  00 

Optolyth  Ramguard 

4.00 

Optolyth  22  x 60  BGA 

21000 

Optolyth  30  x 75  BGA 

31800 

Optolyth  30  x 80  BGA 

353  00 

Optolyth  TB  80  Body 

344  00 

Optolyth  TBS  80  Body 

320.00 

20x  WA  TBS  only 

88  00 

20x 

56  00 

30x 

57  00 

40x 

58  00 

Case  for  scopes 

35  00 

Soft  case  for  TBS  80 

29  95 

KOWA 

TS*1  Body  45° 

155  00 

TS-2  Body 

133.00 

20x  WA 

41  00 

27  x WA 

41  00 

Case  lor  above 

1600 

601  -45 1 Body 

185  00 

602-Body 

165  00 

20x  WA 

47.50 

25x 

41  00 

40x 

41  00 

20x-60x  Zoom 

93  50 

Case  for  above 

1950 

TSN-1  45  Body 

235  00 

TSN-2Body 

225  00 

20x  WA 

69  00 

25x 

45  00 

40x 

45  00 

20x-60x  Zoom 

99  00 

Case  for  above 

1950 

TSN-345  Body 

435  00 

TSN-4  Body 

425  00 

Use  TSN  Eye  Pieces  and  Case 

Photo  Kit  for  TSN 

69  00 

OPTICRON 

Elite  9x35 

186  00 

8x32B 

93  00 

8x42B 

110  00 

10x42B 

11400 

60  mm  HR  Body 

128  00 

60  mm  HR  GA 

155  00 

60  mm  HR  45° 

150  00 

20x-60x  Zoom 

65  00 

22x  WA 

30  00 

40x 

28  00 

Case  for  HR 

15  00 

Piccolo  Body  60  mm 

107  00 

15x-60x  Zoom 

45  00 

20x  or  40x  Eye  piece 

22  00 

Case  for  Piccolo 

1500 

Photo  Kit  for  HR 

25  00 

Photo  Kit  for  Piccolo 

1800 

One  Action  Tripod 

59  95 

Tnpod  Strap 

695 

ADLERBLICK 

8X32B 

125  00 

8 x 42B 

122  00 

10x42B 

128  00 

10x508 

143  00 

Also  in  Rubber  Finish 

Adlerscope  80 

Body  only 

265  00 

25x  WA 

74  00 

40x  WA 

69  00 

20x-60x  Zoom 

86  00 

Photokit 

23  00 

Case 

25  00 

CARL  ZEISS  JENA 

Jenoptem  8 x 30 

44.95 

Jenoptem  1 0 x 50 

69  95 

Deltnntem  8 x 30 

54  95 

Dekarem  10x50 

88  95 

Turmon8x21 

42  95 

Octarem  8 x 50B 

199  95 

7x40  BGA 

199  95 

SLIK 

Silk  Gazelle  37  95 

Silk  88  65  95 

Silk  Master  D2  69  95 

Silk  Black  Diamond  75  95 

Slik  SL67  104  95 

MIRADOR 

8X42B  110.00 

10x42B  11400 

10x50B  122  00 

Merlin  25x60  97  00 

Merlin  22x- 47x60  129  00 

Merlin  30  x 75  119  00 

Merlin  22x-47  x 75  157  00 

Case  for  Merlin  15  00 

ACCESSORIES 

Hide  Mount  38  00 

Car  Window  Mount  22  00 

Universal  Mount  22  00 

Ramguards  from  3 50 

BARBOUR 

The  Best  British  Clothing  for 
The  Worst  British  Weather 
Durham  Jkt  5295 

Bedalejkt  6295 

GamefairJkt  7195 

BeafortJkt  75  95 

Border  Jkt  82  95 

Northumbria  Jkt.  87  55 

Warm  Linnings  1 7 45 

Hoods  995 

Please  state  size  with  order 


Post  and  packing  free  on  Barbour 

We  also  stock,  Bresser  Swift.  Habicht. 
Manfrotto.  Greenkat.  Bushnell.  etc 


PERSONAL  CALLERS 

Can  choose  and  select  from  out  compre- 
hensive range  of  equipment  Compare 
Zeiss  with  Leitz.  Kowa  with  Optolyth  etc 
We  are  a completely  independent  com- 
pany whose  only  concern  is  that  our 
customers  select  the  correct  instrument  for 
their  personal  needs 

PHONE  ORDERS 

Discuss  your  requirements  with  our  Tech- 
nical Staff  and  orders  placed  with  Access 
or  Visa  Card  will  be  despatched  same  day 
by  Post  or  Secuncor 

MAIL  ORDER 

Just  add  £2  00  to  help  cover  PSP  and 
Insurance  and  your  order  will  be  despatch- 
ed on  the  day  we  receive  your  cheque  All 
equipment  is  supplied  on  14  days  approval 
upon  receipt  of  full  remittance 

TELESCOPE  & TRIPOD  OUT- 
FITS 

If  you  purchase  a scope  and  tnpod  aHhe 
same  time  we  can  offer  a special  pnce! 


IN  FOCUS  AT  LEMSFORD  SPRINGS  NATURE  RESERVE 


We  are  pleased  to  announce  a new  customer  facility  at  the  Herts.  & Middx.  Nature  Reserve  at 
Lemsford  Springs,  near  Welwyn  Garden  City,  Herts.  On  the  dates  below  customers  are  invited  to  visit 
the  reserve  to  compare  and  purchase  quality  optical  equipment.  From  a comfortable  pnvate  hide 
customers  can  expect  good  views  of  Green-Sandpiper,  Snipe.  Kingfisher  and  Water  Fowl.  A 
Woodland  Walk  can  also  offer  a variety  of  other  species  including  Woodpecker,  Siskins  etc.  Saturdays 
27th  February  and  26th  March.  Phone  or  write  for  details.  , 
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What  do  you  know  about  BIRDLINE? 

* The  24 -hour  telephone  message  reports  on  unusual  and  rare-* species  occurring  in  the  U K. 

* The  message  includes  detailed  directions,  often  with  map  references,  to  the  latest  sightings 
(but  does  not  endeavour  to  supply  any  information  on  rare  breeding  birds  or  those  birds  that 
may  occur  at  sensitive  locations  with  limited  access). 

* Birdline  has  quickly  established  a good  relationship  with  many  of  the  important  conservation 
organisations.  Many  reserve  wardens  quickly  notify  us  about  rarities  on  their  reserves  and  such 
news  thus  always  includes  specific  access  instructions  from  the  warden. 

* News  does  not  go  onto  Bindline  if  a warden  or  other  responsible  local  birder  requests  that  it 
be  withheld  - in  fact  we  have  never  put  out  news  when  specifically  requested  not  to  do  so. 

* Many  reserves  and  "local  patches"  do  put  news  out  through  Birdline.  It’s  good  news  in  terms  of 
public  relations  and,  especially  when  major  rarities  are  involved,  it  can  be  excellent  for  fund  - 
raising. 

* News  disseminated  through  Birdline  always  carries  any  specific  access  instructions  given  by  a 
responsible  local  birdwatcher  (sadly  not  always  the  case  with  "grapevine"  news). 

* During  the  course  of  Birdline’s  first  year,  there  has  not  been  any  significant  increase  in  the 
numbers  of  birders  turning  up  to  see  rarities.  The  record  one  day  turn  - out  is  still  the  Norfolk 
Little  Whimbrel  which  was  before  Birdline  started.  The  number  of  "twitchers”  is  growing,  of 
course,  but  Birdline  has  not  greatly  accelerated  this  as  some  feared. 

* "Twitches"  are  getting  better  organised  and  there  are  fewer  and  fewer  instances  of  problems 
occurring  - we  believe  that  this  is  at  least  in  part  due  to  the  responsible  approach  of 

Bird  line. 

* Anyone  can  ’phone  news  in  to  Birdline.  Every  pertinent  news  - call  'phoned  in  to  the  hotline 
(whether  new  news  or  up  - date)  credits  the  caller  20p  towards  their  next  BIS  subscnption. 

* BIS  now  passes  on  all  records  received  to  the  relevant  county  recorders.  Calling  news  and  up- 
dates in  to  the  hotline  thus  benefits  ornithology  through  the  county  records  system  as  well  as 
further  enhancing  the  usefulness  of  Birdline.  (If  you  leave  your  ’phone  number  each  time  you 
leave  your  news  on  the  hotline  then  this  too  will  be  passed  on  to  the  county  recorders  so  that 
they  can  ask  for  further  details  from  you  should  they  require  them  - just  as  we  do  sometimes.) 

* Birdline  information  is  updated  more  or  less  constantly.  A tremendous  number  of  man  - hours  go 
into  running  it  and  it  therefore  has  to  be  run  professionally  to  produce  the  vitally  reliable 

and  responsible  service.  But  the  current  system  has  a carefully  structured  “headlines”  system 
which  makes  the  service  as  economical  to  use  as  possible.  (Dial  Birdline  and  you’ll  get  rare 
birds  rammed  into  your  ear  as  fast  as  we  can  speak!  Just  listen  to  the  headlines  and  then  hang- 
up unless  you  need  full  directions.  If  you  have  a pocket  tape  - recorder,  record  the  message  so 
that  you  can  listen  to  directions  again  at  your  leisure  - or  on  the  way!) 

* If  you  ever  have  occasion  to  wish  to  discuss  a rarity  at  a sensitive  site,  even  to  request 

that  we  withhold  the  news  from  the  line  or  to  request  that  we  quickly  remove  some  news,  then 
please  call  Richard  Millington  on  0485  - 210349  or  Steve  Gantlett  on  0263  - 740913. 

We  hope  this  may  have  given  you  a better  understanding  of  Birdline  and  BIS.  If  you  use 
Birdline  at  all,  why  not  call  in  your  news  and  up  - dates  too  to  help  the  system?  The  hotline 
number  for  incoming  news  is  0485  - 210850. 

THE  BIRD  INFORMATION  SERVICE  also  offers  BIRDCALL  and  the  improved  monthly 

magazine  BIRDING  WORLD.  For  more  details,  a FREE  sample 
issue  of  Binding  World  and  for  access  to  the  Birdline 
number  please  call  the  enquiry  number  0485  - 210349. 

A year’s  BIS  subscription  (12  issues  of  Binding  World), 
is  £15  (£20  overseas). 

BIS,  Applet rce  Cottage,  Marshsidc,  Brancaster,  King’s  Lynn, 

Norfolk  PE31  8AD. 
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Not  just 

BINOCULARS  and 
TELESCOPES 

are  offered  by  us  but  the  best  available  in  each  price  range  together  with  all 
ancillary  equipment  for  the  dedicated  birdwatcher. 

The  essential  TECHNICAL  BACK-UP  is  afforded  by  our  workshops,  with 
many  years  of  experience  of  servicing  a diverse  range  of  optical  instruments 
as  it’s  foundation. 

You  can  either  have  your  existing  binoculars  or  telescope  REPAIRED  or 
SERVICED  here  or  INSPECT,  TEST  and  PURCHASE  from  our  collection, 
which  includes  these  ranges  - 

BINOCULARS 

ZEISS  (West)  DIALYT 
LEITZ  TRINOVID 
SWAROVSKI 
OPTOLYTH  ALPIN 
OPTICRON  High  Resolution 
NIKON 
SWALLOW 
ADLERBLICK 
BRESSER 
Also  available  - 

TRIPODS  - SLIK  and  OPTICRON  (£10  off  when  bought  with  a telescope). 
CLOTHING  - BARBOUR  and  BEAVER. 

NIGHT  VISION  - INFRA-RED  scopes. 

PRICES  - Most  competitive  with  special  offers  usually  available.  Send  for 
full  price  list  (and  MAP)  or  telephone. 

LOCATION  - Southern  edge  of  Greater  London.  1 5 minutes  drive  from  the 
M25  (via  the  A3,  then  the  Merton  turn-off)  or  2 minutes  walk  from  Morden 
tube. 

HOURS:  Mon.-Fri.  9 am  to  5 pm.  Sat.  9 am  to  11.30  am. 

Other  times  by  appointment. 

FIELD  TESTS  - Everything  is  on  14  days  approval  - especially  valuable  if 
you  use  our  mail  order  service. 

HARD-SELL  - None. 

Prospect  of  being  put  in  excellent  optical  order  - most  favourable.  Be  seeing 
you! 


TELESCOPES 

OPTOLYTH 

NIKON 

KOWA  (TS  and  TSN) 

OPTICRON  High  Resolution 

OPTICRON  Classic 

PICCOLO 

SPACEMASTER 

ADLERSCOPE 

MIRADOR 


KAY  OPTICAL  (Established  1962) 

89B  London  Road*.  Morden,  Merton.  Surrey. 
Tel:  01-648  8822  (24  Hour) 

"The  A24.  We  are  opposite  Midland  Bank 
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Charles  Frank- 

The  futzStf  Optical  Experts 

NEW  SHOWROOM 


CHARLES  FRANK 


Our  name  is  your  guarantee  of 

dependable  quality  and  value 

STANDARD  RANG€ 

7x50 

54  95 

8x30 

41  95 

8x40 

4«  95 

10x50 

56.95 

GOLD  LABEL 

Compact,  lightweight 

binoculars 

Suitable  for  spectacle  wearers 

8x32 

105.00 

8x42 

114.00 

10x42 

124  00 

ROOF  PRISM 

8x21  mini 

79  00 

10x25  mini 

44  50 

8x30 

94.50 

9x35 

97  50 

10x40 

99.50 

8x56 

115.00 

OBSERVATION 

20x70 

169.00 

tripod  adaptor 

4 95 

SWIFT 


KOWA 


1 TELESCOPES 

14-45  x50RA  & case 

94.00 

20-60 X60RA  & case 

135.00 

20*50RA  prismatic 

135.00 

22x60  prismatic 

164.50 

20-60  x 60  prismatic 

197.50 

30X75RA 

189.00 

1 ZEISS  DIALYT 

West  Germany  s finest  binoculars 

7 X42B/GAT* 

449.00 

8x206 

190.00 

8 x 30B/GAT* 

384  00 

10x25B 

210.00 

10X40B/GAT* 

479.00 

Equipment  for  the  enthusiast 
75x42  Osprey  144.50 

8 5x44  Audubon  HR5  174.50 

10X42  SPWA  129.50 

15-60  x 60  Telemaster  274.50 


1 UEITZ  TRINOVID 

Eagle  eyes 

8x20BC 

225.00 

8 x 40BA 

475.00 

10X25BCA 

255  00 

10X40BA 

475.00 

10X40BAN 

499.00 

[ OPTOLYTH 

Alpm  ultra  lightweight  binoculars 

8x40 

200.00 

10x40 

205.00 

10x50 

221.00 

TELi  SCOPES 

30x76 

318  00 

TB  80  body 

344.00 

TBS80  oody 

320  00 

Eyepiece  20/30/40 

x 57.00 

Case 

35.00 

1 CARL  ZEISS- 

JENA  I 

Super  value  lifetime  guarantee 

7x50  Bmoctem 

89.00 

8x30  Deltrintem 

57.00 

10x50  Dekarem 

89.00 

8x50  Octarem 

199.00 

1 NIKON 

Highly  recommended  scopes 
TSN-1  body  239.50 

TSN-2  body  229.50 

TSN-3  body  449.50 

TSN-4  body  439.50 

Eyepiece  25/40 x 45.00 

Eyepiece  20x  wa  64.50 

Eyepiece  20-60 x zoom  99.50 

Case  19.50 

Free  case  with  any  TSN  + zoom 
TS-601  body  146.00 

TS-602  body  166.00 

Eyepiece  20x  wa  47.50 

Eyepeice  20-60x  zoom  93.50 


I ADLERBUCir 


Neat  binoculars  from  Japan 
8x42  119.00 

10x42  125.00 

10x50  139.00 


A great  name  in  optics 
8x30  195.00 

10x35  215.00 

20x60ED  Fieldscope  495.00 


1 BUSHNELL 

Spacemasler  15-45x60 

199  00 

1 ACCESSORIES 

Slik  D2  tripod 

69  95 

Car  Window  Mount 

27.95 

Many  more  items  available 

just  ask 

pocket  magnifier  with  any 
order  placed  from  this 
advertisement  before 

31/3/88 


SWAROVSKI 

OPTIK 


Open  on  SATURDAYS 
from  Easter  1984 

Choose  from  our  wide  range  m our 
new  larger  showroom  ana  view  in 
country  conditions 

* Open  9am  5pm  * Ample  parking 
* Part  exchanges  welcomed  Used 
equipment  always  available 
* We  are  on  the  B1121  (old  A 12) 
l mile  North  of  Saxmundham  Town 


Ml  TELEPHONE  ADVICE 
iSl  UNE  (0728)  3506 

(24  hour  answering) 

We  will  be  pleased  to  accept  orders  or 
answer  your  questions  in  a sensible 
straightforward  manner 

Binocular  and  telescope  information 
packs  available 


Fast  moil  order  service  Full 
.refund  offered  on  unsuitable 
rgoods  returned  m unused 
condition  within  M days  Fleose  add 
£2  50  towards  p&p  and  insurance 

SERVICE  DEPT 

Your  hand  held  binocular  or  telescope 
can  be  cleaned  and  realigned  at  a 
special  price  of  £19  50  including  return 
postage  Despatch  with  your  cheque 
to  Charles  Frank  Service  Division 
413/5  93  Hope  Street  Glasgow  G2  6LD 
Full  repair  service  available 
Prices  correct  25/1/44 


HABICHT  8X30W  SLC 

★ Laser  aligned  roof  prism 
system  it  Shockproof  green 
polyurethane  foam  armour 

★ Wide  angle  of  view  78’ 
Weight  - 530g  * Supplied  with 
lanyard,  ramguard  & pouch 
Scoop  Price, 


SAVE  £70 

Our  Normal 
Price  £345 


SAVE  £90 

Our  Normal  Price  £345 
Hablcht  binoculars  from 
Swarovskl  of  Austria  otter  an 
unmatched  combination  of 
optical  quality  and  weather 
resistance.  We  unhesitatingly 
recommend  them  to  all 
birdwatchers 

(D300) 


An  exquisite  Swarowski  Silver  Crystal 
sparrow  (RRP  £14  50)  FREE  with  every 
Hobicht  Diana  or  SLC  ordered 

Charles  Frank  Ltd  ..  Ronald  Lane. 

Carlton  Park.  Saxmundham.  Suffolk  IP17  2NL 


HABICHT  10X40WM  'DIANA' 


★ Lightweight  (670g),  compact  design  ★ Close  focus 
to  4m  ★ Wide  angle  of  view  - 6.3°  ★ Fully  water 
resistant  ★ Supplied  with  lanyard, 
rainguard  & soft  leather  pouch 


British  Birds 

VOLUME  81  NUMBER  3 MARCH  1988 


Rare  breeding 
birds  in  the 
United 
Kingdom 
in  1985 


Compiled  by  Robert  Spencer  and  the  Rare  Breeding  Birds  Panel 

This  is  the  thirteenth  annual  report  published  by  the  Panel,  and  it 
follows  the  style  of  presentation  introduced  progressively  in  the 
reports  for  1983  (Brit.  Birds  79:  53-81)  and  1984  (Brit.  Birds  79:  470-495).  It 
is  relatively  complete  in  so  far  as  nearly  all  county  recorders  have  been 
able  to  submit  data.  It  should,  however,  be  noted  that  no  data  have  been 
received  from  Northern  Ireland,  nor — officially — from  Yorkshire, 
although  one  or  two  records  submitted  privately  are  incoq^orated. 

In  the  introduction  to  the  report  for  1984  we  wrote  “It  is  always  difficult 
to  fit  the  infinite  variety  of  nature  into  rigid  categories  conceived  by  man', 
and  we  continue  to  experience  difficulties  of  interpretation  and  expression 
whenever  the  boundaries  of  natural  ecological  units  differ  markedly  from 
familiar  administrative  boundaries.  Examples  are  not  hard  to  find.  The 
chalk  uplands  of  southern  and  southeastern  England  are  prime  habitat  for 
the  Stone-curlew  Burhinus  oedicnemus , and  anyone  earning  out  a detailed 
survey  of  that  species  will  have  little  if  any  reason  to  be  conscious  of 
county  boundaries.  County  recorders,  on  the  other  hand,  must  stick  to 
their  patches.  The  great — and  growing — conifer  forests  of  northern 
England  and  southern  Scotland  are  beginning  to  form  a single  biotope, 
where  fieldworkers  will  have  little  difficulty  in  determining  natural 
boundaries.  Yet,  through  the  middle  of  those  forests  runs  the  now 

The  publication  of  this  report  has  been  subsidised  by  a donation  from  the  RSPB. 


[lint.  Hirds 8 1 : 99- 1 25.  March  19H8] 
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arbitrary  -seeming  country  boundary'.  Thus,  if  the  Panel  is  presented  with 
a total  figure  tor  the  forest  population,  there  is  no  ready  method  of 
determining  which  individuals,  if  any,  were  in  England  and  which  in 
Scotland. 

It  would  be  fair  to  ask  whether  this  uncertainty  is  important.  The 
theoretical  answer  is  probably  no,  yet  in  practice  it  is  desirable  and 
important  to  know.  Records  for  an  area  often  come  in  from  two  sources — 
the  recorder,  who  has  to  observe  county  boundaries,  and  an  individual 
specialist,  who  bases  his  study  on  the  ecological  unit.  To  try  to  avoid 
duplication,  the  two  sets  of  figures  must  be  compared,  but  this  is  often 
impossible  because  the  locality  descriptions  are  too  imprecise  and  map 
references  are  lacking.  The  Panel  appreciates  the  desire  of  fieldworkers  to 
protect  their  ‘charges’,  but  nevertheless  does  appeal  for  the  regular  use  of* 
map  references.  Observers  may  rest  assured  that  information  submitted 
on  a confidential  basis  will  remain  confidential.  In  published  reports, 
localities  (other  than  reserves  such  as  Havergate  Island)  are  never  named, 
and  county  names  are  used  only  when  the  Panel  has  been  authorised  to  do 
so.  Many  published  records  are  placed  only  within  a region,  and  the 
regions  (listed  below)  represent  very  large  areas  of  land.  A further  stage  in 
preventing  the  chance  of  a site  being  identified  from  a Panel  report  is  the 
combining  of  regions:  for  example,  ‘England,  SW  & SE’. 

For  some  time  now,  ornithological  recording  in  Scotland  has  officially 
been  based  on  the  new  political  regions,  but  the  old  counties  are  retained 
as  districts  within  the  regions;  and  old  habits  die  hard.  Some  reports 
received  by  the  Panel  relate  to  the  regions,  and  others  to  districts,  and  it  is 
often  convenient  to  retain  this  dichotomy  of  approach.  It  would  certainly 
be  very'  time-consuming  for  the  Panel  to  have  to  trace  every  locality  on  the 
map  in  order  to  standardise  on  the  new  terminology,  and,  so  long  as  the 
meaning  is  clear,  it  perhaps  does  not  matter  that  the  name  in  capital 
letters  is  sometimes  that  of  a region,  and  sometimes  that  of  a district. 

Also  in  the  introduction  to  the  report  for  1984  was  the  statement  that 
‘we  see  the  Panel’s  role  as  becoming  practical  rather  than  academic’.  The 
Panel  was  established  to  document  for  posterity  the  processes  of 
colonisation  and  retreat — the  endless  ebb  and  flow  of  bird  populations — 
but  in  recent  years  it  has  become  clear  that  the  data  in  the  Panel’s  hies 
could  and  should  be  used  to  further  the  aims  of  conservation.  From  our 
admittedly  privileged  position  of  insight,  we  reaffirm  that  view.  At  the 
same  time,  and  unexpectedly,  we  must  report  an  increased  academic 
interest  in  the  data.  In  a paper  entitled  ‘Biological  characteristics  of 
invaders  among  bird  species  in  Britain’  (Phil.  Tram.  R.  Soc.  Load.  B314,  583- 
598),  Dr  R.  J.  O’Connor  made  use  of  the  Panel’s  published  reports  in  an 
attempt  to  identify  the  underlying  causes  of  colonisation.  Probably  few'  of 
us  browse  through  the  reports  without  occasionally  wondering  ‘Why?’ 
Why  has  the  colonisation  of  Scotland  by  Shore  Larks  Eremophila  alpestris 
and  Lapland  Buntings  Calcarius  lapponicus  apparently  come  to  an  end?  And 
why  did  it  begin  in  the  hrst  place?  Why  has  the  Cetti’s  Warbler  Cettia  cetti 
secured  a stronger  base  in  England  than  has  the  Black  Redstart  Phoenicians 
ochruros,  and  in  a fraction  of  the  time?  Dr  O’Connor  suggested  three  main 
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considerations:  (1)  a propensity  for  long-distance  migration  may  be 
disadvantageous  in  facilitating  successful  invasion,  (2)  invasion  is  likely  to 
be  more  successful  if  a source  of  population  is  nearby  to  sustain  and 
reinforce  the  invaders  until  the  new  population  has  become  self- 
sustaining,  and  (3)  a high  rate  of  population  increase  is  advantageous, 
especially  if  produced  as  a series  of  clutches  each  season  rather  than  as  a 
single  clutch.  Inevitably,  there  will  be  exceptions — such  as  the  Crested 
Lark  Galerida  cristata,  which  ought  surely  to  have  settled  here  by  now — but 
it  will  be  interesting  to  watch  future  developments  in  the  light  of  these 
three  points.  Meanwhile,  presumably  as  a result  of  Dr  O’Connor’s  paper, 
workers  in  a number  of  countries  have  shown  interest  in  the  Panel’s  work 
and  have  requested  copies  of  current  Panel  reports. 

In  1985,  Ian  Prestt  retired  from  the  Panel,  his  place  being  taken  by 
Richard  Porter,  the  other  members  being  Dr  L.  A.  Batten,  R.  H.  Dennis, 
Dr  J.  T.  R.  Sharrock  and  Robert  Spencer  (Secretary).  Whilst  the  work  of 
the  Panel  is  sponsored  by  the  NCC,  the  RSPB,  the  BTO  and  British  Birds , it 
is  considered  important  that,  in  the  framework  of  the  Panel’s  activities, 
members  should  be  free  to  have  allegiance  only  to  the  birds.  For  that 
reason,  their  appointments  are  in  a personal  capacity,  albeit  with  a 
specialised  knowledge  of  the  interests  and  requirements  of  the  sponsoring 
bodies. 

The  year  1985 

The  profit  and  loss  account  for  the  year  1985  is  a difficult  one  to  draw.  It 
was,  perhaps,  weak  on  oddities  or  the  spectacular,  although  the  early 
pages  of  the  systematic  list  offer,  inter  alia , a mixed  pairing  of  Great 
Northern  Diver  with  Black-throated  Diver  Gama  immer  X G.  arctica , the 
nearest  to  British  breeding  yet  recorded  for  Red-necked  Grebe  Podiceps 
grisegena,  the  attempted  mixed  pairing  of  Smew  with  Goldeneye  Mergus 
albellus  X Bucephala  clangula  and,  towards  the  end  of  the  list,  the  first  know  n 
successful  breeding  of  Bluethroat  Luscinia  svecica. 

Birds  of  prey  offered  some  of  the  nest  success  stories,  including  the 
long-awaited  first  successful  breeding  of  White-tailed  Eagle  Haliaeetus 
albicilla,  and  record  numbers  fledged  of  Red  Kite  Milvus  milvus , Marsh 
Harrier  Circus  aeruginosas  and  Osprey  Pandion  haliaetus.  Avocets  Recuri'irostra 
avosetta  prospered,  in  a breeding  season  which  seems  to  have  suited 
neither  Ruff  Philomachus  pugnax  nor  Black-tailed  Godwit  Limosa  limosa , 
whilst  Purple  Sandpipers  Calidris  maritima  and  Mediterranean  Gulls  Lams 
melanocephalus  began  to  look  a trifle  more  secure  in  their  new  -found  homes. 
There  was  the  first  recorded  breeding  for  several  years  of  Wryneck  Jynx 
torquilla , and  the  improved  reporting  of  Snow  Buntings  Plectrophenax  nivalis 
was  maintained. 

Adverse  weather  certainly  affected  the  breeding  populations  of  some 
species  and  the  breeding  success  of  others.  Presumably  one  need  look  no 
farther  than  the  severe  cold  of  January'  and  February  1985  to  account  for 
the  decline  in  numbers  of  Bitterns  Botaurus  stellaris . and  it  is  remarkable 
that  the  two  resident  warblers,  Cetti's  and  Dartford  Sylvia  undata , came 
through  the  cold  with  relatively  small  population  losses.  Doubtless  their 


102 


Rare  breeding  birds  in  the  UK  in  1985 


fecundity  is  in  line  with  Dr  O’Connor’s  third  desideratum  for  successful 
colonists.  Breeding  of  Black-necked  Grebes  Podiceps  nigricollis  is  reported  to 
have  been  adversely  affected  by  a cold  spring,  high  water  levels,  and  slow 
growth  of  vegetation. 

Garganeys  Anas  querquedula,  notoriously  given  to  population  fluctua- 
tions, arrived  in  numbers  well  below  those  of  1984,  as  did  Firecrests 
Regulus  ignicapillus,  but  it  is  doubtful  that  the  two  species  were  responding 
to  a common  environmental  factor. 

These  lines,  written  towards  the  end  of  the  1987  breeding  season,  hark 
back  to  events  two  years  earlier,  but  are  inevitably  coloured  by  the  vivid 
recollection  of  more  recent  weather.  What  can  small  song  birds  do  to 
protect  their  young  when  two  inches  of  rain  falls  in  three  hours?  How  can 
parents  both  brood  their  tiny  young  throughout  48  hours  of  steady,  cold, 
rain  and  yet  also  find  and  secure  the  necessary  food  for  them?  Weather 
and  slight  changes  of  climate  must  always  play  a part  in  the  changing 
fortunes  of  small,  and  therefore  more-vulnerable,  bird  populations. 


Species  for  which  the  Panel 

The  following  species,  together  with 
Ireland  for  the  first  time,  or  for  the 

Great  Northern  Diver  Gavia  immer 

Red-necked  Grebe  Podiceps  grisegena 

Slavonian  Grebe  P.  auritus 

Black-necked  Grebe  P.  nigricollis 

Black-browed  Albatross  Diomedea  melanophris 

Little  Shearwater  Puffinus  assimilis 

Bittern  Botaums  stellaris 

Little  Bittern  Ixobrychus  minulus 

Purple  Heron  Ardea  purpurea 

Whooper  Swan  Cygnus  cygnus 

Pink-footed  Goose  Anser  brachyrhynchus 

American  Black  Duck  Anas  rubripes 

Pintail  A.  acuta 

Garganey  A.  querquedula 

Scaup  Ay  thy  a mania 

King  Eider  Somateria  spectabilis 

Long-tailed  Duck  Clangula  hyemalis 

Common  Scoter  Melanitta  nigra 

Goldeneye  Bucephala  clangula 

Smew  Mergus  albellus 

Honey  Buzzard  Pemis  apivorus 

Red  Kite  Milvus  milvus 

White-tailed  Eagle  Haliaeetus  albicilla 

Marsh  Harrier  Circus  aeruginosas 

Montagu’s  Harrier  C.  pygargus 

Goshawk  Accipiter  gentilis 

Rough-legged  Buzzard  Buteo  lagopus 

Osprey  Pandion  haliaetus 

Hobby  Valeo  subbuteo 

Spotted  Crake  Porzana  porzana 

Black-winged  Stilt  Himantopus  himantopus 

A voce  t Recurvirostra  avosetta 

Stone-curlew  Burhinus  oedicnemus 


requires  data 

any  which  are  breeding  in  Britain  or 
rst  time  in  many  years: 

Kentish  Plover  Ckaradrius  alexandrinus 
Sanderling  Calidris  alba 
Temminck’s  Stint  C.  temminckii 
Purple  Sandpiper  C.  maritima 
Jack  Snipe  Lymnocryptes  minimus 
Black-tailed  Godwit  Limosa  limosa 
Whimbrel*  Numenius  phaeopus 
Green  Sandpiper  Tringa  ochropus 
Wood  Sandpiper  T.  glareola 
Spotted  Sandpiper  Actitis  macularia 
Turnstone  Arenaria  interpres 
Red-necked  Phalarope  Phalaropus  lobatus 
Mediterranean  Gull  Lams  melanocephalus 
Little  Gull  L.  minulus 
Glaucous  Gull  L.  hyperboreus 
Roseate  Ternt  Sterna  dougallii 
Black  'Lem  Chlidonias  niger 
Snowy  Owl  Nyctea  scandiaca 
Bee-eater  Merops  apiaster 
Hoopoe  Upupa  epops 
Wryneck  Jynx  torquilla 
Woodlark  Lullula  arborea 
Shore  Lark  Eremophila  alpestris 
Citrine  Wagtail  Motadlla  citreola 
Bluethroat  Luscinia  svecica 
Black  Redstart  Phoenicurus  ochmros 
Fieldfare  Tardus  pilaris 
Redwing  T.  iliacus 
Cetti’s  Warbler  Cettia  cetti 
Savi’s  Warbler  Locustella  luscinioides 
Marsh  Warbler  Acrocephalus  palustris 
Great  Reed  Warbler  A.  amndinaceus 
Hartford  Warbler  Sylvia  undata 


away  from  Northern  Isles,  t away  from  main  breeding  sites. 
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Firecresl  Regulus  ignicapillus 
Short-toed  Treecreeper  Certhia  brachydactyla 
Golden  Oriole  Oriolus  oriolus 
Red-backed  Shrike  l/xnius  collurio 
Great  Grey  Shrike  L.  excubitor 
B rambling  Fringilla  montijringilla 


Serin  Serinus  serintis 
Parrot  Crossbill  Loxia  pytyopsittacus 
Scarlet  Rosefinch  Carpodacus  erythrinus 
Lapland  Bunting  Calcarius  lapponicus 
Snow  Bunting  Plectrophenax  nivalis 
Cirl  Bunting  Emberiza  cirlus 


Fig.  1.  Geographical  regions  of  the 
United  Kingdom  used  in  this  report. 
Numbers  refer  to  counties  listed  below 


Key  to  geographical  regions  used  in  this  report 

Numbers  refer  to  fig.  1. 

1.  Northern  Ireland  Antrim,  Armagh.  Down,  Fermanagh,  Londonderry.  Tyrone 

2.  ENGLAND,  SYV  Avon,  Cornwall,  Devon,  Dorset,  Gloucestershire,  Hampshire.  Isle  of 

Wight,  Isles  of  Scilly,  Somerset,  Wiltshire 

3.  England,  SE  Bedfordshire,  Berkshire,  Buckinghamshire,  Essex,  Greater  London, 

Hertfordshire,  Kent,  Middlesex,  Oxfordshire,  Surrey,  Sussex  (East  and  West) 

4.  ENGLAND,  E Cambridgeshire,  Huntingdonshire,  Lincolnshire  & South  Humberside, 

Norfolk,  Northamptonshire,  Suffolk 

5.  England,  Central  Derbyshire,  Herefordshire,  Leicestershire  (with  Rutland),  Notting- 

hamshire, Shropshire,  Staffordshire,  Warwickshire  (West  Midlands  in  the  new  county 
structure),  Worcestershire 

6.  England,  N Cheshire,  Cleveland,  Cumbria,  Durham,  Greater  Manchester,  Isle  of  Man, 

Lancashire,  Merseyside,  Northumberland,  North  Humberside,  Tyne  & Wear, 
Yorkshire  (North,  South  and  West) 

7.  WAI.F.S  All  present-day  counties  (i.e.  includes  the  former  Monmouth) 

8.  SCOTLAND,  S The  former  counties  of  Ayrshire,  Berwickshire,  Dumfriesshire.  Kirkcud- 

brightshire, Lanarkshire,  Lothian  (East,  Mid  and  West),  Peeblesshire,  Renfrewshire, 
Roxburghshire,  Selkirkshire,  Wigtownshire 

9.  SCOTLAND,  Mid  Aberdeenshire,  Angus,  Banffshire,  Clackmannanshire.  Dunbartonshire, 

Fife,  Kincardineshire.  Kinross.  Morayshire,  Nairn.  Perthshire,  Stirlingshire 

10.  Scotland,  N & W Argy  ll,  Bute,  Caithness,  Inverness-shire,  Orkney,  Ross  & Cromarty, 
Shetland,  Sutherland,  Western  Isles  (Outer  Hebrides) 
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Systematic  list 

Great  Northern  Diver  Gama  immer 
One  locality:  one  individual. 

Scotland,  N One  locality:  adult,  paired  with  Black-throated  Diver  G.  arctica,  from  8th  May  to 
June,  but  no  evidence  of  breeding. 

A pair  of  Great  Northern  Divers  bred  in  1970  and  there  was  a hybrid 
pairing  Great  Northern  X Black-throated  in  1971. 

Red-necked  Grebe  Podiceps  grisegena 
One  locality:  one,  possibly  two,  pairs. 

Scotland,  S One  locality:  present  in  breeding  plumage  from  23rd  May  to  27th  July;  pair,  with 
much  display,  carrying  of  nest  material,  and  attempted  mating;  third  on  nine  dates,  thought 
to  be  a female,  and  one  report,  on  3rd  July,  of  four. 

1975  1976  1977  1978  1979  1980  1981  1982  1983  1984  1985 

No.  localities  2520133221  1 

No.  individuals  25201422314 

No.  pairs  00000100101 

The  observations  summarised  above  encourage  the  belief  that  breeding 
will  eventually  be  attempted  at  this  site. 

Slavonian  Grebe  Podiceps  aurit us 
40  localities:  63-81  pairs  breeding. 

Scotland,  S One  locality:  one  at  a suitable  water  from  28th  May  to  22nd  October,  eventually 
moulting  there. 

Scotland,  Mid  Three  localities. 

PF.RTHSHIRF.  One  locality:  single  present  from  31st  July  to  3rd  August,  said  (by  anglers)  to 
have  been  present  for  two  to  three  weeks  before  31st  July. 

FI.SFAVHF.RF  Two  localities:  (1)  two  pairs,  one  of  which  reared  two  young;  (2)  adult  from  17th 
April  to  20th  May. 

Scotland,  N 36  localities. 

INVF.RNFSS-SHIRF.  36  localities:  (l)-(36)  total  of  62  pairs,  rearing  29-47  young. 

1975  1976  1977  1978  1979  1980  1981  1982  1983  1984  1985 


No.  localities 

23 

23 

15 

18 

27 

36 

35 

25 

44 

26 

40 

Confirmed  (pairs) 

54 

70 

42 

37 

58 

53 

52 

51 

41 

39 

63 

Possible  (pairs) 

12 

5 

9 

18 

19 

27 

19 

8 

38 

21 

18 

Max.  total  (pairs) 

66 

75 

51 

55 

77 

80 

71 

59 

79 

60 

81 

The  higher  figures  are  largely  attributable  to  more  waters  being 
surveyed  in  1985  compared  with  1984,  but  it  was  the  best  breeding  season 
since  1973. 


Black-necked  Grebe  Podiceps  nigricollis 
15  localities:  8-21  pairs  breeding. 

England,  E Three  localities,  in  same  county:  (1)  three  on  28th  March;  (2)  one,  in  full 
breeding  plumage,  on  5th  April;  (3)  one,  in  breeding  plumage,  on  5th  May.  ‘The  birds  seem 
to  have  a look  at  each  site  and  move  around.’ 

England,  Central  One  locality:  following  up  report  of  nest,  observers  found  two  moulting 
birds  which,  by  their  behaviour,  were  obviously  paired. 

England,  N Six  localities,  involving  three  counties:  (1)  one  on  26th  May,  ‘no  possibility  of 
undetected  breeding’;  (2)  one  or  two  adults  on  various  dates  between  8th  March  and  15th 
May  at  locality  where  breeding  occurred  in  1984;  (3)  one  to  three  adults  in  breeding  plumage 
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on  various  dates  between  26th  May  and  13th  July;  (4)  adult  in  breeding  plumage  on  16th 
May;  (5)  five  pairs  reared  only  13  young;  (6)  two  adults  on  20th  April  and  from  20th  to  25th 
May,  one  immature  from  17th  August  to  21st  September. 

Scotland,  Mid  five  localities,  involving  two  counties:  (1)  two  pairs  reared  three  young;  (2) 
pair  in  May,  but  no  proof  of  breeding;  (3)  three  on  25th  March,  one  adult  with  two  juveniles 
plus  one  separate  juvenile  on  1st  August;  (4)  single  juveniles,  at  least  two  involved,  from  6th 
to  16th  August,  thought  to  be  from  locality  3;  (5)  pair  on  21st  and  25th  April  and  single 
nearby  from  27th  May  to  10th  July. 

Addendum 

1984  GRKATF.R  MANCHESTER  Two  visited  several  waters  between  24th  April  and  20th  May. 


1975 

1976 

1977 

1978 

1979 

1980 

1981 

1982 

1983 

1984 

1985 

No.  localities 

4 

2 

7 

6 

6 

9 

7 

12 

19 

15 

15 

Confirmed  (pairs) 

2 

10 

1 1 

13 

12 

11 

5 

11 

1 1 

16 

8 

Possible  (pairs) 

9 

1 

5 

2 

2 

10 

7 

10 

21 

12 

13 

Max.  total  (pairs) 

11 

11 

16 

15 

14 

21 

12 

21 

32 

28 

21 

The  species  evidently  suffered 

a reverse 

of  fort 

unes 

in 

1985. 

F rom 

the 

most  successful  site  in  recent  years  came  the  observation  that  ‘The  cold 
spring,  high  water  levels,  and  slow  growth  of  vegetation  delayed  breeding 
and  no  young  were  seen  until  July.’ 


Black-browed  Albatross  Diomedea  melanophris 

One  locality:  one  summered  with  Gannets  Sula  bassana. 

Scotland,  N One  locality. 

SHETLAND  One  locality:  adult  in  colony  from  10th  March  to  late  September. 

Still  no  mate. 

Bittern  Botaums  stellaris 

15  localities:  at  least  28  booming  males. 

England,  E 14  localities,  of  which  1 1 were  in  Norfolk:  ( 1 ) up  to  five  males  and  seven  females 
during  the  year;  (2)  three  booming  males;  (3)  two  booming  males;  (4)-(l4)  single  booming 
males.  No  proof  of  breeding  obtained. 

England,  N One  locality:  seven  or  eight  booming  males. 

1977  1978  1979  1980  1981  1982  1983  1984  1985 


No.  localities  18  17  21  19  16  15  18  18  15 

Confirmed  (pairs)  0 2 14  1 10  5 0 

Booming  males  43  47  51  48  47  35  44-45  36  28-29 

The  figures  are  the  lowest  since  the  Bittern  was  added  to  the  Panel's  list 
in  1977  and  it  seems  likely  that  the  species  was  adversely  affected  by  cold 
weather  in  January  and  the  early  part  of  February  1985. 

Whooper  Swan  Cygnus  cygnus 

Six  localities:  two  or  three  feral  pairs  and  five  singles. 

Scotland,  Mid  One  locality. 

DUNBARTONSHIRE  One  locality:  pair  reared  two  cygnets  from  clutch  of  five  eggs,  second  pair 
abandoned  their  nest  about  17th  June,  and  third  pair  was  present  at  beginning  of  the  season 
but  ‘tended  to  come  and  go’;  also  single  male,  often  seen  soliciting  female  Mute  Swan  Cygnus 
olor. 

Scotland.  N Four  localities:  (l)-(4)  single  adults  on  separate  lochs  in  June,  with  no  evidence 
to  suggest  that  any  of  them  was  paired. 

The  status  hardly  changes  from  year  to  year. 
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American  Black  Duck  Anas  rubtipes 

One  locality:  female  mated  with  male  Mallard  Anas  platyrhynchos. 

Scotland,  S One  locality. 

EAST  I.OTHIAN  One  locality:  female  recorded  9th  February  to  23rd  May,  20th  July  and  31st 
August.  Copulation  observed  on  at  least  two  occasions,  but  no  signs  of  any  subsequent 
young. 

In  recent  years,  similar  hybrid  pairings  have  been  reported  from  the 
Isles  of  Scilly  and  from  Gwynedd. 

Pintail  Anas  acuta 

13  localities:  9-17  pairs  breeding. 

England,  SW  Two  localities. 

CORNWALL  One  locality:  broods  of  two  and  five  noted  at  water  where  pinioned  pair  released 
several  years  ago. 

DORSET  One  locality:  two  pairs  present  until  14th  May  and  a single  on  12th  June,  but  no 
proof  of  breeding. 

England,  E One  locality. 

CAMBRIDGESHIRE  One  locality:  two  males  and  one  female  present  throughout  summer,  female 
giving  distraction  display  to  fox  Vulpes  vulpes  on  25th  May,  but  any  nest  would  have  been 
flooded  out  several  days  later. 

England,  N One  locality. 

DURHAM  One  locality:  female  with  two  or  three  ducklings  (date  not  reported). 

Scotland,  N Nine  localities. 

ARGYLL  Two  localities:  (1)  female  with  young  20th  June;  (2)  female  with  young  16th  June. 
Caithness  One  locality:  pair  on  28th  and  29th  May. 

INVERNESS-SHIRE  One  locality:  pair  from  9th  to  24th  April  and  male  on  7th  June. 

ORKNEY  Four  localities:  (1)  three  nests  located  and  brood  of  about  four  seen  on  30th  June;  (2) 
pair  in  late  April  and  female  on  17th  May;  (3)  pair  in  mid  April;  (4)  pair  displaying  on  25th 
April. 

WESTERN  ISLES  One  locality:  pair  and  second  female  throughout  April,  pair  remaining  until 
5th  May  and  second  female  until  10th  June;  may  have  attempted  to  breed. 

1975  1976  1977  1978  1979  1980  1981  1982  1983  1984  1985 


No.  localities 

11 

10 

15 

10 

19 

15 

16 

18 

22 

15 

13 

Confirmed  (pairs) 

12 

6 

10 

7 

10 

9 

8 

7 

12 

5 

9 

Possible  (pairs) 

13 

10 

16 

16 

31 

16 

23 

25 

15 

13 

8 

Max.  total  (pairs) 

25 

16 

26 

23 

41 

25 

31 

32 

27 

17 

17 

It  seems  likely  that  the  small  Scottish  population  is  relatively  stable. 


Garganey  Anas  querquedula 
29  localities:  4-41  pairs  breeding. 
England,  SW  Two  localities:  0-2  pairs  breeding 

Breeding 

County  Localities  confirmed 

Breeding 

probable 

Breeding 

possible 

Maximum 

total 

Avon  1 

0 

0 

1 

1 

Devon  1 

0 

0 

1 

1 

England,  SE  Three  localities:  1- 

4 pairs  breeding. 
Breeding  Breeding 

Breeding 

Maximum 

County  Localities 

confirmed 

probable 

possible 

total 

Kent  3 

1 

0 

3 

4 
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England,  E 18  localities:  3-28  pairs  breeding. 

Breeding 

Breeding 

Breeding 

Maximum 

County 

Localities 

confirmed 

probable 

possible 

total 

Cambridgeshire 

2 

1 

0 

10 

1 1 

Lincolnshire/South 

Humberside 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Norfolk 

13 

2 

1 

11 

14 

Northamptonshire 

1 

0 

0 

1 

1 

Suffolk 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

England,  Central  One  locality:  0-1 

pair  breeding. 

Breeding 

Breeding 

Breeding 

Maximum 

County 

Locality 

confirmed 

probable 

possible 

total 

Leicestershire 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

England,  N Three  loc; 

alities:  0-3  pairs  breeding. 

Breeding 

Breeding 

Breeding 

Maximum 

County 

Localities 

confirmed 

probable 

possible 

total 

Greater  Manchester 

1 

0 

0 

1 

1 

Lancashire 

1 

0 

0 

1 

1 

Yorkshire 

1 

0 

0 

1 

1 

Scotland  Two  localities:  0-3  pairs  breeding. 

Breeding 

Breeding 

Breeding 

Maximum 

County 

Localities 

confirmed 

probable 

possible 

total 

Borders 

1 

0 

0 

2 

2 

Kinross 

1 

0 

0 

1 

1 

Addendum 

1984  GREATER  MANCHESTER  One  locality:  pair  from  28th  April  to  early  May,  two  males  in  late 

May  and  singing  male 

on  3rd  June. 

1980 

1981 

1982 

1983  1984 

1985 

No.  localities 

34 

48 

66 

58  46 

29 

Confirmed  (pairs) 

4 

8 

10 

15  4 

4 

Possible  (pairs) 

50 

50 

84 

51  53 

33 

Max.  total  (pairs) 

54 

58 

94 

66  57 

41 

The  year  1985  was  the  poorest  for  this  species  since  it  was  added  to  the 
Panel’s  list  in  1980,  the  paucity  of  records  from  SE  England  being 
particularly  striking.  It  is  well  established,  however,  that  numbers  tend  to 
fluctuate  considerably  from  year  to  year. 

Common  Scoter  Melanitta  nigra 
20  localities:  2-47  pairs  breeding. 

Scotland,  Mid  Three  localities. 

DUNBARTONSHIRF./STTRI.INGSHIRF.  One  locality:  early-morning  census  on  22nd  May  located 
four  pairs  plus  two  additional  males;  but  no  subsequent  reports  of  young. 

PERTHSHIRE  Two  localities:  (1)  four  males  and  three  females  on  2nd  June,  one  female  with  six 
young  and  party  of  six  females  on  1 1th  July;  (2)  party  of  six,  with  no  adult  male  among  them, 
on  3rd  May. 

Scotland,  N 17  localities. 

arc; VI. I Two  localities:  (1)  male  and  two  females  on  9th  and  20th  May;  (2)  nine,  not  sexed,  on 
14th  May. 

INVERNESS-SHIRE  Three  localities:  (1)  three  pairs  plus  male  and  two  females  on  25th  May, 
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seven  females  adjacent  on  13th  July;  (2)  one  seen;  (3)  four  agitated  females  on  21st  June. 
ROSS-SHIRF.  One  locality:  two  pairs  displaying  on  30th  May,  female  and  brood  ol  five  young  on 
30th  July. 

SHKTI.AND  1 1 localities:  (l)-(l  1)  from  one  to  six  at  each  locality,  some  until  28th  June,  but  no 
proof  of  breeding. 

1975  1976  1977  1978  1979  1980  1981  1982  1983  1984  1985 


No.  localities 

12 

14 

13 

9 

17 

10 

6 

17 

6 

9 

20 

Confirmed  (pairs) 

32 

22 

24 

16 

98 

7 

5 

14 

10 

17 

2 

Possible  (pairs) 

127 

137 

132 

125 

30 

106 

77 

98 

75 

52 

45 

Max.  total  (pairs) 

159 

159 

156 

141 

128 

113 

82 

112 

85 

69 

47 

The  figures  should  be  interpreted  with  considerable  caution.  In  the  first 
place,  no  data  have  been  received  from  the  single  most  important 
community  in  Northern  Ireland,  whilst  the  number  of  localities  is 
evidently  swollen  by  the  unusually  high  figure  for  Shetland.  Several  of  the' 
regular  sites  were  not  visited  in  1985. 

Goldeneye  Bucephala  clangula 
Six  localities;  67-71  pairs  breeding. 

England,  N One  locality. 

CUMBRIA  One  locality:  pair  on  1st  June. 

Scotland,  S Two  localities. 

BORDERS  Two  localities:  (1)  three  pairs  and  eight  immatures  on  7th  May,  three  pairs  and  four 
immatures  on  22nd  May,  female  on  4th  August;  (2)  female  on  4th  August. 

Scotland,  N 8c  W Total  of  67  clutches  laid,  of  w hich  49  successfully  incubated,  to  produce 
minimum  of  336  ducklings,  with  average  brood-size  of  8.40. 


1975 

1976 

1977 

1978 

1979 

1980 

1981 

1982 

1983 

1984 

1985 

No.  localities 

3 

8 

12 

18 

17 

11 

13 

1 1 

11 

5 

4 

Confirmed  (pairs) 

3 

5 

6 

12 

22 

26 

29 

27 

47 

53 

67 

Possible  (pairs) 

3 

7 

8 

15 

21 

11 

25 

30 

9 

3 

4 

Max.  total  (pairs) 

6 

12 

14 

27 

43 

37 

54 

57 

56 

56 

71 

Young  hatched 

10 

46 

1 1 

40 

110 

165 

286 

220 

209 

311 

336 

In  this  continuing  success  story,  it  should  be  stressed  that  the  number 
of  localities  where  breeding  is  occurring  is  actually  increasing,  but,  rather 
than  individual  nest  sites,  it  seems  more  meaningful  to  think  in  terms  of 
broad  localities.  Records  from  northern  England  and  from  southern 
Scotland  seem,  at  this  stage,  to  represent  late-departing  winter  visitors, 
but,  as  the  breeding  population  increases,  an  eventual  overspill  into  quite 
new  areas  seems  likely. 

Smew  Mergus  albellus 
One  locality:  one  individual. 

Scotland,  N One  locality:  male  displaying  to  two  female  Goldeneyes  Bucephala  clangula  on 
12th  May,  seen  with  female  Goldeneye  at  regular  nesting  location  for  that  species  on  18th 
May;  last  seen  29th  May. 

Hybrids  between  these  two  species  do  occur  in  northern  Scandinavia. 

Honey  Buzzard  Pemis  apivorus 
Three  localities:  0-3  pairs  breeding. 

England,  SW  One  locality:  two  present  on  2nd  June,  with  the  male  displaying;  pair  not  very 
far  away  on  10th  June;  existence  of  nest  suspected. 
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England,  SE  ( )ne  locality:  two,  with  display  flights,  and  one  observer  claiming  that  three 
were  present;  no  evidence  of  nesting. 

England,  E One  locality:  single  located  on  23rd  June,  apparently  did  not  remain  in  area. 

1975  1976  1977  1978  1979  1980  1981  1982  1983  1984  1985 

No.  localities  2 7 8 8 3 3 8 2 2 0 3 

Confirmed  (pairs)  0 0 2 1 12  2 10  0 0 

Max.  total  (pairs)  27883492203 

The  above  entry  excludes  data  from  the  main  breeding  area  of  the 
species  in  Britain,  where,  it  is  understood,  there  are  normally  about  ten 
pairs  breeding. 

Red  Kite  Milvus  milvus 

43  breeding  pairs  of  which  19  pairs  reared  25  young. 

England,  SW  One  locality:  one  for  first  two  weeks  of  July. 

Wales  54  localities:  54  pairs  known,  of  which  43  laid  eggs.  Of  these,  19  pairs  were  successf  ul, 
rearing  25  young,  with  12  broods  of  one,  four  broods  of  two  and  one  brood  of  three.  Five 
dutches  were  incubated  full  term,  but  failed  to  hatch.  Up  to  eight  nests  were  robbed  of  eggs 
and  in  only  one  of  these  was  a repeat  clutch  laid  (which  was  unsuccessful).  This  was  the 
worst  year  for  egg  robberies  in  modern  times.  Other  causes  of  failure  included  predation  by 
Carrion  Crows  Corvus  corone  and  Buzzards  liuteo  buteo , wet  weather  during  the  chick  stage,  and 
the  death  (probably  by  shooting)  of  an  incubating  female.  One  adult  was  killed  by  a jet 
aircraft  shortly  before  the  breeding  season. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  at  least  27  unmated  non-breeders  were  identified  in  spring,  so 
that  the  minimum  population  in  April  was  135  individuals. 

Once  again,  the  Panel  is  deeply  indebted  to  Peter  Davis  and  the  Kite  Committee  for  the 
provision  of  an  admirably  detailed  summary. 


1975 

1976 

1977 

1978 

1979 

1980 

1981 

1982 

1983 

1984 

1985 

Total  pairs 

32 

36 

34 

39 

42 

42 

46 

47 

46 

46 

54 

Breeding  pairs 

28 

29 

28 

32 

30 

29 

32 

38 

33 

33 

43 

Successful  pairs 

15 

15 

12 

13 

14 

21 

18 

19 

20 

13 

19 

Young  reared 

24 

18 

17 

22 

18 

27 

21 

23 

24 

21 

25 

Another  successful  year,  despite  persecution  by  egg  thieves.  The  Panel 
is  interested  in  breeding-season  records  away  from  the  recognised 
breeding  area.  Such  records  may  be  precursors  of  eventual  breeding 
attempts  away  from  Wales. 

White-tailed  Eagle  Haliaeetus  albicilla 
Re-introduction:  4 pairs  laid  eggs,  1 young  reared. 

Scotland  The  White-tailed  Eagle  project  received  ten  young  eagles  from  Norway  and  they 
were  successfully  released  on  Rhum,  Highland,  this  bringing  the  total  released  since  1975  to 
82.  Nesting  activity  occurred  at  at  least  six  sites,  and  four  pairs  laid  eggs.  One  pair 
successfully  reared  one  young,  the  first  young  fledged  in  Britain  since  early  this  century,  and 
a second  youngster  died  in  the  nest.  Three  other  pairs  failed  before  or  close  to  hatching  time, 
probably  influenced  by  severe  snow  blizzards.  (The  Panel  is  grateful  to  John  A.  Love  for 
preparing  this  summary.) 

All  records  of  White-tailed  Eagles  in  Scotland  should  be  sent  to  Roy 
Dennis,  RSPB  Highland  Office,  Munlochv,  Ross  & Cromarty  IY3  3ND,  or 
to  the  Panel’s  Secretary  (see  address  at  the  end  of  this  report). 

Marsh  Harrier  Circus  aeruginosus 
24  localities:  86  young  reared  from  31  nests. 
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England,  E 24  localities.  Number  of  young  reared  from  two  nests  not  known,  although  both 
believed  to  have  been  successful.  From  remaining  nests,  total  of  86  young  reared  to  flying 
stage,  with  mean  of  three  young  fledged  per  nest.  This  is  substantially  better  than  mean  of 
2.5  young  per  nest  recorded  during  previous  14  years.  Only  one  nest  in  crops,  remainder 
being  in  more-typical  reedbed  sites.  There  were  three  bigamous  males  at  two  sites.  At  least 
1 1 non-breeding  pairs  summered,  as  well  as  two  adult  females,  one  immature  female  and 
three  immature  males.  Since  1970,  at  least  575  young  Marsh  Harriers  have  fledged  from  231 
nests  in  Britain  (fig.  2).  (Based  on  report  by  John  Day,  augmented  by  data  from  the  Panel’s 


1975 

1976 

1977 

1978 

1979 

1980 

1981 

1982 

1983 

1984 

1985 

Breeding  cfO* 

5 

11 

13 

14 

1 1 

16 

17 

19 

21 

27 

28 

Breeding  99 

7 

11 

15 

14 

16 

20 

20 

24 

28 

32 

31 

Fledged  young 
Mean  fledged  young 

18 

27 

44 

36 

38 

44 

48 

59 

71 

66 

86 

per  nest 

2.6 

2.4 

2.9 

2.6 

2.4 

2.2 

2.0 

2.5 

2.5 

2.4 

3.0  - 

Fig.  2.  Number  of  nesting  attempts  and  total  young  fledged  per  annum  by  British  Marsh 
Harriers  Circus  aeruginosus  in  Britain  during  1970-85  (prepared  by  John  Day) 

The  continued  success  of  this  species  may  be  attributed  partly  to  much 
hard  work  on  the  part  of  conservation  bodies  and  partly  to  a thriving 
population  in  the  Netherlands,  elements  of  which  may  have  ‘overflowed' 
into  East  Anglia. 

Montagu’s  Harrier  Circus  pygargus 
Eight  localities:  3-8  pairs  breeding. 

England,  SW  Five  localities:  (1)  female  on  23rd  and  26th  May,  pair  on  5th  June;  (2)  female 
on  27th  and  28th  April  and  3rd  May,  immature  male  on  25th  May  and  22nd  June,  female  on 
22nd  June,  immature  male  on  29th  June:  these  records  relate  to  four  different  sites  in  same 
general  area;  (3)  female  over  cereals  on  1st  June;  (4)  male  on  12th  June;  (5)  pair  hatched 
three  young,  but  lost  them  during  poor  weather  some  time  between  20th  and  25th  July. 
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England,  E I wo  localities:  (1)  two  pairs  nested,  rearing  broods  of  three  and  four  from  nests 
located  in  crops;  (2)  male  on  14th  July  in  remote,  under-watched  area  possibly  suitable  for 
breeding. 

1975  1976  1977  1978  1979  1980  1981  1982  1983  1984  1985 


No.  localities  3 

Confirmed  (pairs)  0 

Possible  (pairs)  3 

Max.  total  (pairs)  3 

Fledged  young  0 


4 2 7 4 8 

3 12  2 2 

2 15  2 6 

5 2 7 4 8 

6 0 3 7 4 


8 7 8 2 8 
2 6 6 13 
7 5 4 15 

9 8 10  2 8 
4 4 9 3 7 


The  species  continues  to  have  a somewhat  tenuous  toe-hold  in  Britain, 
and  it  may  be  that  our  damp  maritime  climate  militates  against  it  in  wet 
summers.  The  Panel  acknowledges  the  assistance  of  John  Day  in 
preparing  the  entry  for  this  species. 


Goshawk  Accipiter  gentilis 
64  localities:  36-65  pairs  breeding. 

England  and  Wales  48  localities,  involving  17  counties:  (l)-(48)  30  pairs  known  to  have 
attempted  breeding,  rearing  at  least  36  young;  also  nine  ‘probable’  and  ten  ‘possible’  pairs, 
giving  total  of  49  pairs. 

Scotland  16  localities,  involving  two  regions:  ( 1 )-( 1 6)  six  pairs  known  to  have  attempted 
breeding,  rearing  at  least  seven  young;  also  ten  ‘possible’  pairs,  giving  total  of  16  pairs. 


1975 

1976 

1977 

1978 

1979 

1980 

1981 

1982 

1983 

1984 

1985 

Counties* 

14 

10 

15 

18 

21 

21 

27 

16 

17 

22 

19 

Confirmed  (pairs) 

5 

12 

15 

14 

23 

17 

15 

23 

30 

35 

36 

Possible  (pairs) 

29 

16 

22 

26 

21 

32 

37 

18 

25 

41 

29 

Max.  total  (pairs) 

34 

28 

37 

40 

44 

49 

52 

41 

55 

76 

65 

* In  Scotland,  from  1985,  regions,  not  counties. 

As  in  all  recent  years,  the  Panel  has  received  reports  both  of  eggs  and  of 
young  being  taken,  and  of  a number  of  pairs  deserting  apparently  owing 
to  disturbance.  Despite  such  persecution  and  interference,  the  Goshawk 
population  is  probably  increasing  slowly,  but  part  of  any  indicated 
increase  could  be  due  to  the  Panel  learning  about  well-established  pairs 
which  had  not  hitherto  been  reported. 


Osprey  Pandion  haliaetus 

36  localities:  28  pairs  reared  53  young. 

Scotland,  S Two  localities:  ( 1 )-(2)  one  summered  at  each,  from  May  to  August. 

Elsewhere  in  Scotland  34  pairs:  28  pairs  laid  eggs  and  there  were  22  successful  broods, 
including  one  of  four,  the  first  four-chick  brood  this  century.  Individuals  in  a variety  of  other 
places,  suggesting  increased  numbers  of  prospecting  sub-adults,  so  outlook  for  the  future 
looks  very  encouraging.  (All  breeding  data  compiled  by  Roy  Dennis  on  behalf  of  the  RSPB.) 


1975 

1976 

1977 

1978 

1979 

1980 

1981 

1982 

1983 

1984 

1985 

Pairs 

14 

14 

20 

22 

25 

25 

25 

30 

30 

31 

34 

Successful  pairs 

7 

10 

7 

11 

16 

19 

20 

21 

20 

21 

22 

Young  reared 

16 

20 

13 

19 

30 

41 

42 

45 

45 

47 

53 

The  successful  rearing  of  over  50  young  in  a single  season  represents  a 
significant  landmark  in  the  recolonisation  of  Scotland  by  the  Osprey. 


112 


Rare  breeding  birds  in  the  UK  in  1985 


Hobby  Falco  subbuteo 

216  localities:  76-219  pairs  breeding. 

England,  SW  87  localities:  12-89  pairs  breeding,  21  youngjcnown. 

Breeding  Breeding  Breeding  Maximum 
County  Localities  confirmed  probable  possible  total 


Avon 

5 

1 

0 

4 

5 

Gloucestershire 

3 

0 

0 

4 

4 

Hampshire 

50 

7 

0 

43 

50 

Somerset 

10 

1 

4 

5 

10 

Wiltshire 

19 

3 

10 

7 

20 

England,  SE  84  localities:  45-85 

pairs  breeding,  35  young  known. 

Breeding 

Breeding 

Breeding 

Maximum 

County 

Localities 

confirmed 

probable 

possible 

total 

Bedfordshire 

4 

3 

1 

0 

4 

Berkshire 

5 

0 

0 

5 

5 

Buckinghamshire 

19 

15 

0 

4 

19 

Essex 

2 

2 

0 

0 

2 

Hertfordshire 

25 

5 

7 

13 

25 

Kent 

4 

1 

2 

1 

4 

Oxfordshire 

5 

5 

0 

0 

5 

Surrey 

14 

9 

1 

5 

15 

Sussex 

6 

5 

1 

0 

6 

England,  E 32  localities:  13-32  breeding  pairs,  22  young  known 

Breeding 

Breeding 

Breeding 

Maximum 

County 

Localities 

confirmed 

probable 

possible 

total 

Cambridgeshire 

6 

4 

2 

0 

6 

Lincolnshire/Sou  th 

Humberside 

2 

0 

0 

2 

2 

Norfolk 

2 

2 

0 

0 

2 

Northamptonshire 

17 

4 

13 

0 

17 

Suffolk 

5 

3 

0 

2 

5 

England,  Central  Eight  localities 

: 4-8  pairs  breeding,  4 young  known 

Breeding 

Breeding 

Breeding 

Maximum 

County 

Localities 

confirmed 

probable 

possible 

total 

Derbyshire 

1 

1 

0 

0 

1 

Herefordshire 

3 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Leicestershire 

1 

1 

0 

0 

1 

Shropshire 

3 

1 

0 

2 

3 

Wales  Five  localities:  2-5  pairs  breeding,  no  young  reported. 

Breeding 

Breeding 

Breeding 

Maximum 

County 

Localities 

confirmed 

probable 

possible 

total 

Gwent 

5 

2 

1 

2 

5 

Addenda 

1984  BEDFORDSHIRE  Four  localities:  (1)  pair  bred;  (2)-(3)  one  and  two  pairs,  respectively,  in 
suitable  habitat  during  breeding  season;  (4)  pair  regarded  as  possibly  breeding. 

1984  HERTFORDSHIRE  One  locality:  pair  reared  two  young. 
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1975 

1970 

1977 

1978 

1979 

1980 

1981 

1982 

1983 

1984  1985 

Confirmed  (pairs) 

38 

59 

51 

70 

80 

64 

51 

97 

80 

93 

76 

Possible  (pairs) 

95 

84 

68 

80 

52 

91 

109 

105 

182 

116 

143 

Max.  total  (pairs) 
Young  reared 

133 

143 

119 

156 

132 

155 

100 

202 

262 

209 

219 

(minima) 

42 

69 

78 

96 

72 

86 

89 

63 

104 

91 

82 

It  should  be  emphasised  that  the  numbers  given  are  minima.  Not  only 
is  the  species  easily  overlooked  or  difficult  to  track  down,  but  there  are  no 
numbers  available  for  Devon,  where  the  Hobby  is  relatively  numerous. 
1 he  figures  for  young  fledged  are  equally  conservative.  It  is  possible  to 
determine  brood  size  without  climbing  the  nest  tree,  but  not  always  easy 
to  do  so  accurately. 

Spotted  Crake  Porzana  porzana 
Two  localities:  0-3  pairs  breeding. 

England,  E I wo  localities:  (1)  one  calling  30th  June  to  3rd  July  and  another  on  4th  and  0th 
July:  presumed  to  have  bred;  (2)  one  calling  in  late  June  and  early  July. 

1975  1970  1977  1978  1979  1980  1981  1982  1983  1984  1985 

Counties  01362131332 

No.  localities  02404342042 

Calling  Cfcf  0 2 7 0 8 4 9 3 12  10  3 

A marked  decline,  following  two  outstanding  years. 

Avocet  Recurvirostra  avosetta 

14  localities:  269-272  pairs  reared  at  least  245  young. 

England,  SE  Sc  E 14  localities.  As  in  1984,  main  sites  were  Havergate  Island,  Suffolk.  where 
132  pairs  reared  122  young,  and  Minsmere,  SufTolk,  where  42  pairs  reared  20  young. 

1975  1970  1977  1978  1979  1980  1981  1982  1983  1984  1985 


No.  localities  0 5 6 3 3 5 5 9 91114 

Confirmed  (pairs)  158  151  140  145  147  108  201  190  238  237  269 

Young  reared  (minima)  142  08  14  92  99  101  155  150  192  118  245 

The  year  1985  was  a very  good  one  for  the  Avocet,  with  more  localities 
occupied  than  ever  before  and  a record  number  of  young  reared.  Whilst 
breeding  success  will  continue  to  vary,  it  is  clear  that  the  species  is  no 
longer  a ‘reserves  only’  breeder,  and  its  future  as  a British  breeding  bird 
will  in  part  depend  on  the  good  sense  of  birdwatchers  in  allowing  it 
freedom  from  disturbance. 

Stone-curlew  Burhinus  oedicnemus 
128  localities:  81-128  pairs  breeding. 

The  Panel  has  received  two  sets  of  data,  one  in  the  normal  manner,  through  county  recorders 
and  based  on  county  boundaries;  the  other  from  the  RSPB,  derived  from  considerable 
fieldwork,  and  based  on  large  ecological  divisions,  in  one  case  impinging  on  four  counties.  In 
general,  the  ‘county’  figures  are  more  detailed,  whereas  the  RSPB  figures  appear  to  be  fuller, 
but  lack  the  details,  including  map  references,  which  alone  would  permit  thorough  cross- 
checking. In  what  follows,  the  RSPB  data  cover  England.  South  Central’  and  ‘East  Anglia', 
whilst  the  ‘England,  SE’  figures  are  derived  from  customary  sources. 

England,  South  Central  Estimate  of  45  pairs,  but  fieldwork  in  1980  indicated  that  this  was 
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probably  an  overestimate,  and  30  pairs  is  the  likely  total. 

England,  SE  Ten  localities:  8-10  pairs  breeding,  four  young  reared. 

East  Anglia  73  pairs,  of  which  60  pairs  produced  76  nests;  51  of  the  60  monitored  pairs 
hatched  young  and  at  least  51  young  fledged;  13  of  the  73  pairs  were  not  monitored. 

1975  1976  1977  1978  1979  1980  1981  1982  1983  1984  1985 


Confirmed  (pairs) 

47 

16 

4 

20 

34 

8 

10 

8 

20 

19 

81 

Possible  (pairs) 

25 

93 

23 

14 

47 

37 

43 

59 

76 

52 

47 

Max.  total  (pairs) 

72 

109 

27 

34 

81 

45 

53 

67 

97 

71 

128 

The  high  figures  in  1985  are  directly  attributable  to  the  fieldwork 
programme  by  the  RSPB,  but  note  that  subsequent  experience  has 
indicated  that  some  totals  will  have  to  be  revised  downwards.  The  RSPB 
study  has  already  highlighted  disturbance,  egg-collecting  and  the  destruc- 
tion of  habitat  by  agricultural  activity  as  causes  of  the  species’  declining 
status. 

Kentish  Plover  Charadrius  alexandrinus 
One  locality:  1-2  individuals. 

England,  SE  One  locality. 

KF.NT  One  locality:  1-2  between  14th  May  and  5th  June. 

This  is  the  first  time  since  1982  that  the  Kentish  Plover  has  featured  in 
the  Panel’s  report. 

Dotterel  Charadrius  morinellus 
19  localities:  14-27  pairs  breeding. 

Scotland,  S One  locality:  seven  on  4th  May,  presumed  to  be  on  passage,  but  habitat  suitable 
for  breeding. 

Scotland,  Mid  Five  localities:  (1)  male  with  two  fledged  young  on  28th  July;  (2)  three  adults 
with  two  juveniles  on  28th  July;  (3)  two  juveniles,  but  no  adults,  on  4th  August;  (4)  four 
adults  with  two  newly  hatched  young  on  16th  June;  (5)  party  of  eight  on  5th  May. 
Scotland,  N & W 13  localities:  (1)  six  adults  on  7th  May,  male  with  three  young  on  29th 
June;  (2)  two  pairs  on  20th  May,  14  adults  on  27th  July,  male  with  two  large  young  on  17th 
August;  (3)  pair  with  eggs  on  29th  June;  (4)  male  on  15th  June;  (5)  12  on  10th  June,  seven 
adults  and  three  juveniles  on  28th  July;  (6)  pair  reared  young;  (7)  male  with  three  eggs  on 
10th  June;  (8)  two  on  15th  June;  (9)  adult  with  nest  and  one  egg;  (10)  maximum  of  four  on 
4th  September,  probably  bred;  (1 1)  pair  with  three  eggs  on  3rd  July,  male  nearby  with  one 
young  on  3rd  July;  (12)  adult  with  two  young  on  19th  June;  (13)  one  on  25th  May. 

Although  these  data  are  still  very  incomplete,  the  picture  is  the  most 
detailed  which  the  Panel  has  been  able  to  present  for  several  years.  Note 
that  regular  sites  in  northern  England  were  covered,  but  no  potential 
breeding  Dotterels  were  located. 

Temminck’s  Stint  Calidris  temminckii 
Two  localities:  0-2  pairs  breeding. 

Scotland,  N Two  localities:  (1)  two  song-flighting  during  6th-8th  June;  (2)  one  song-flighting 
on  1st  May,  21st  May  and  4th  June. 

1975  1976  1977  1978  1979  1980  1981  1982  1983  1984  1985 


No.  localities  1 

Confirmed  (pairs)  0 

Possible  (pairs)  2 

Max.  total  (pairs)  2 


2 3 3 4 5 

10  12  1 

3 5 5 4 5 

4 5 6 6 6 


13  112 
0 1 0 0 0 
12  2 12 
13  2 12 
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The  species  status  in  Britain,  never  very  secure,  seems  to  have  been  in 
decline  for  several  years. 

Purple  Sandpiper  Calidris  maritime! 

Three  localities:  1-3  pairs  breeding. 

Scotland,  Mid  and  N I hree  localities:  (1)  two  in  display  flight,  no  date  mentioned;  (2)  pair 
bred,  adult  with  three  young  on  22nd  July  and  adult  with  one  young  on  27th  July;  (3)  noisy 
pair,  2nd  to  8th  June,  and  adult  on  20th  June. 


1978 

1979 

1980 

1981 

1982 

1983 

1984 

1985 

No.  localities 

1 

0 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Confirmed  (pairs) 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1 

Possible  (pairs) 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1? 

2 

Max.  total  (pairs) 

1 

0 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1-2 

3 

The  year  1985  was  the  best  for  Purple  Sandpiper  since  its  first  recorded 
nesting  in  Britain  in  1978,  with  the  first  signs  of  range  extension. 


Ruff  Philomachus  pugnax 

Six  localities:  no  known  case  of  breeding. 

England,  SE  Three  localities:  ( 1 ) up  to  20  until  late  April,  reducing  to  two  by  4th  May;  (2)  19 
on  9th  May;  (3)  one  or  two  until  13th  May.  These  records  all  relate  to  the  same  county. 
England,  E Three  localities:  (1)  lekking  observed  from  18th  April,  with  nine  males  and  1 1 
females  in  a May  census,  but  subsequently  flooding  would  have  thwarted  any  nesting 
attempt;  (2)  18  in  early  May,  with  much  display;  (3)  two  males  displaying  to  several  females 
in  early  May. 


1975 

1976 

1977 

1978 

1979 

1980 

1981 

1982 

1983 

1984 

1985 

No.  localities 

5 

6 

6 

4 

12 

10 

10 

13 

8 

6 

6 

Nests 

2 

4 

0 

0 

3 

3 

0 

1 

2 

0 

0 

Max.  no.  99 
possibly  nesting 

27 

17 

16 

4 

22 

13 

13 

23 

32 

3-6 

3 

TJie  location  of  the  birds  listed — in  the  south  and  east  of  England — 
make  it  possible  (even  probable)  that  all  concerned  were  on  passage  to 
Scandinavia. 


Black-tailed  Godwit  Limosa  limosa 
Nine  localities:  22-36  pairs  breeding. 

England,  SW  One  locality:  one  pair  bred. 

SOMERSET  One  locality:  up  to  three,  one  pair  bred,  but  all  disappeared  about  two  weeks  after 
hatching. 

England,  SE  Two  localities:  (1)  pair  in  April  and  May,  outcome  unknown;  (2)  pair  bred, 
rearing  two  young. 

England,  E Five  localities:  19-27  pairs  breeding. 

CAMBRIDGESHIRE  Two  localities:  (1)  three  pairs  fledged  young,  five  pairs  probably  fledged 
young,  four  pairs  failed  due  to  predators,  one  pair  deserted  during  severe  frost;  (2)  four  pairs, 
three  of  which  were  probably  successful. 

I .INCOI.NSH  IRE/SOI  JTH  HUMBERSIDE  One  locality:  up  to  1 7 from  April  to  August;  one  juvenile  in 
August,  which  may  or  may  not  have  been  bred  locally. 

NORFOLK  One  locality:  six  pairs,  only  one  of  which  may  have  been  successful  because  of  mid- 
summer flooding. 

SUFFOLK  One  locality:  two  pairs  each  reared  three  young,  and  third  pair  possibly  bred. 
England,  N One  locality. 

LANCASHIRE  One  locality:  three  pairs  summered,  one  of  which  known  to  have  reared  two 
young. 
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Scotland,  N One  locality. 

SHF.TI.AND  One  locality:  pair  and  a third  adult,  but  no  young  known  to  have  been  reared. 

1975  1976  1977  1978  1979  1980  1981  1982  1983  1984  1985 


No.  localities 

10 

13 

11 

13 

13 

11 

5 

13 

10 

12 

10 

Confirmed  (pairs) 

63 

72 

37 

50 

39 

52 

22 

38 

32 

55 

22 

Possible  (pairs) 

8 

15 

33 

18 

25 

25 

4 

31 

12 

25 

14 

Max.  total  (pairs) 

71 

87 

70 

68 

64 

77 

26 

69 

44 

80 

36 

Since  most  of  the  main  sites  are  under  regular  observation,  the  low 
figures  for  1985  can  probably  be  taken  at  face  value.  There  can  be  little 
doubt  that  species  breeding  in  damp  grasslands  are  very  vulnerable  to 
rainfall  in  May  and  June. 

Whimbrel  Numenius  phaeopus 

The  Panel  now  collects  information  about  breeding  on  the  Scottish 
mainland. 

Scotland,  N One  locality:  two  adults  at  one  regular  site  on  19th  May,  only  one  on  16th  June 
and  no  sign  of  young. 

There  is  no  indication  at  present  of  any  expansion  from  the  main  areas. 

Wood  Sandpiper  Tringa  glareola 
Three  localities:  2-3  pairs  breeding. 

Scotland,  N Three  localities. 

invf.rnf.ss-sh I RF.  Three  localities:  (1)  one  or  two  on  20th  May,  three  adults  on  17th  June,  at 
least  one  pair  bred;  (2)  present  from  12th  May  to  14th  July,  one  pair  bred,  with  young  seen 
from  9th  to  28th  June;  (3)  one  on  21st  May,  not  seen  subsequently. 

1975  1976  1977  1978  1979  1980  1981  1982  1983  1984  1985 


No.  localities 

5 

3 

4 

7 

3 

4 

1 4 

3 

4 3 

Confirmed  (pairs) 

2 

1 

2 

4 

2 

7 

1 3 

1 

4 2 

Possible  (pairs) 

4 

2 

3 

6 

2 

5 

0 3 

4 

1 1 

Max.  total  (pairs) 

6 

3 

5 

10 

4 

12 

1 6 

5 

5 3 

Apart  from  occasional 

‘good’ 

years, 

such 

as 

1978  and 

1980, 

numbers 

remain  very  low. 


Red-necked  Phalarope  Phalaropus  lobatus 
Five  localities:  15-18  pairs  breeding. 

Scotland,  N & W Five  localities:  (1)  male  on  several  occasions  between  18th  and  24th  June 
at  locality  where  up  to  ten  are  said  to  have  been  present  in  late  May  and  early  June;  (2)  pair 
from  18th  to  24th  June,  male  thought  to  be  incubating;  (3)  female  present  from  25th  May  to 
12th  June;  (4)  13  pairs  hatched  young;  (5)  two  pairs. 

A situation  not  greatly  dissimilar  to  that  in  1984. 


Mediterranean  Gull  Larus  melanocephalus 
Two  localities  in  two  counties:  3-6 
pairs  breeding. 

England,  SE  T wo  localities:  (1)  five  pairs, 
two  thought  not  to  have  bred,  the  others 
with  broods  of  1,  2 and  3 — five  fledged; 

(2)  pair  present  for  long  period  in  April, 

May  and  early  June,  but  no  sign  of 
breeding. 
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1975 

1976 

1977 

1978 

1979 

1980 

1981 

1982 

1983 

1984 

1985 

No.  localities 

0 

1 

2 

1 

3 

5 

4 

2 

6 

4 

2 

Confirmed  (pairs) 

0 

1 

1 

0 

2 

1 

3 

2 

2 

4 

3 

Possible  (pairs) 

0 

0 

1 

1 

1 

4 

3 

1 

6 

1 

3 

Max.  total  (pairs) 

0 

1 

2 

1 

3 

5 

6 

3 

8 

5 

6 

There  are  signs  of  a growing  colony  at  one  locality  and  this  will 
probably  provide  a better  base  from  which  the  species  can  extend  its 
breeding  range  than  would  a number  of  single  pairs  or  individuals  in 
colonies  of  Black-headed  Gulls  Lams  ridibundus.  Many  of  the  pairs  in  the 
early  years  were,  in  fact,  hybrid  ones. 

Roseate  Tern  Sterna  dougallii 

The  Panel  now  collects  reports  of  Roseate  Terns  breeding  away  from  the 
larger  colonies. 

Scotland,  S One  locality:  two  pairs  reared  four  young. 

Phis  species  is  now  the  subject  of  regular  monitoring. 

Snowy  Owl  Nydea  scandiaca 
No  male,  but  females  summered. 

Scotland,  N 

SHETLAND  Three  of  four  females  summered,  mostly  on  Fetlar  and  L'nst. 

With  no  males,  the  prospect  is  bleak. 

Hoopoe  Upupa  epops 

Two  localities:  0-2  pairs  breeding. 

England,  SW  One  locality. 

DEVON  One  locality:  one  calling  daily  from  14th  to  24th  May,  and  watched  prospecting  three 
potential  nest  holes. 

England,  Central  One  locality. 


NOTTINGHAMSHIRE  One  locality 

1975  ' 

: one 
1976 

calling 

1977 

on  30th  June  and 
1978  1979  1980 

1st  July. 
1981  1982 

1983 

1984 

1985 

No.  localities 

1 

2 

4 

4 

0 

2 

0 

0 

1 

2 

2 

Confirmed  (pairs) 

0 

1 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Possible  (pairs) 

1 

1 

0 

4 

0 

2 

0 

0 

1 

2 

2 

Max.  total  (pairs) 

1 

2 

4 

4 

0 

2 

0 

0 

1 

2 

2 

The  Hoopoe  is  clearly  a sporadic  breeder  in  Britain  and  it  would  be 
interesting  to  know  the  circumstances  which  brought  four  pairs  to  breed 
here  in  1977. 


Wryneck  Jynx  torquilla 

Nine  localities:  1-9  pairs  breeding. 

Scotland,  Mid  Sc  N Nine  localities. 

PERTHSHIRE  One  locality:  one  calling  on  23rd  June  in  apparently  suitable  breeding  site. 
GRAMPIAN  One  locality:  five  on  2nd  June  and  three  on  9th  June,  but  not  seen  nor  heard 
subsequently. 

INVERNESS-SHIRE  Seven  localities:  (1)  one  in  desultory  song  on  15th  and  16th  June;  (2)-(4) 
singles  in  late  May  and  early  June;  (5)  one  singing  from  23rd  to  25th  May  apparently  did  not 
find  mate;  (6)  pair  feeding  at  least  two  young  in  hole  in  dead  birch  stump  on  15th  July,  two 
fledged  young  being  seen  the  following  day;  (7)  one  singing  in  June. 
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1975 

1976 

1977 

1978 

1979 

1980 

1981 

1982 

1983 

1984 

1985 

No.  localities 

10 

7 

17 

22 

7 

11 

2 

9 

14 

9 

9 

Confirmed  (pairs) 

3 

1 

7 

4 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Possible  (pairs) 

7 

6 

12 

19 

8 

13 

2 

10 

15 

10 

8 

Max.  total  (pairs) 

10 

7 

19 

23 

9 

14 

2 

10 

15 

10 

9 

Those  at  the  Inverness-shire  locality  number  6 were  the  first  to  have 
been  proved  breeding  in  Britain  since  1980. 


Woodlark  Lullula  arborea 
63  localities:  5-127  pairs  breeding. 

England,  SW  1 1 localities:  2-53  pairs  breeding. 

CORNWAI.I.  Two  localities:  (1)  one  singing  briefly;  (2)  one  in  full  song  over  bulb  field. 

DEVON  Five  localities:  (1)  two  adults  and  four  juveniles  on  19th  May;  (2)  pair  in  breeding  • 
season,  with  two  adults  and  four  juveniles  on  16th  June;  (3)  two  on  21st  May;  (4)  one,  singing 
frequently,  from  28th  January  to  10th  May;  (5)  one  singing  on  10th  June. 

HAMPSHIRE  Three  broad  localities:  (1)  16  pairs  or  singing  males;  (2)  23-24  pairs  or  singing 
males;  (3)  four  pairs  or  singing  males. 

WILTSHIRE  One  locality:  one  singing  on  8th  April. 

England,  SE  15  localities:  0-33  pairs  breeding. 

BERKSHIRE  Four  localities:  (1)  one  singing  in  April  and  May;  (2)  adult  carrying  food  in  June 
and  adult  and  juvenile  in  July;  (3)  pair  in  May  and  July;  (4)  male  singing  in  suitable  habitat 
in  May. 

SURREY  Ten  localities:  (1)  two  pairs;  (2)-(5)  three  pairs  at  each;  (6)  four  or  five  pairs;  (7)  ten 
pairs;  (8)-(9)  pair  at  each;  (10)  present,  but  numbers  not  reported. 

SUSSEX  One  locality:  agitated  male,  but  no  other  evidence  to  suggest  breeding. 

England,  E 37  localities. 

NORFOLK  15  singing  males;  no  indication  of  how  many  localities  involved. 

SUFFOLK  Two  broad  localities:  (1)  22  singing  males;  (2)  about  15  pairs,  of  which  at  least  two 
bred  successfully.  (One  report  for  area  evidently  straddling  Norfolk  and  Suffolk  indicated  14 
young  fledged  from  four  nests.) 

The  figures  given  above  are  considerably  lower  than  those  for  1984.  It  is 
too  early  to  reach  any  conclusions,  although  a report  from  Suffolk 
comments  that  ‘former  breeding  areas  are  now  well  overgrown  as  the 
young  trees  develop’. 

Black  Redstart  Phoenicurns  ochruros 
Five  localities:  1-5  pairs  breeding. 

England,  SE  F our  localities. 

SUSSEX  Four  localities:  (l)-(4)  pair  at  each,  at  least  one  thought  to  have  bred  successfully. 
England,  E One  locality. 

SUFFOLK  One  locality:  pair  fledged  four  young. 

We  know  that  these  data  are  incomplete  and  hope  to  publish  further 
summaries  next  year. 

Bluethroat  Luscinia  svecica 
Two  localities:  one  pair  breeding. 

Scotland,  N One  locality:  one  pair  reared 
two  young. 

Scotland,  Mid  One  locality:  male  singing 
on  31st  May,  but  not  seen  subsequently. 

This  is  the  first  record  of 
successful  breeding  for  Britain.  In 
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1968,  a female  was  flushed  from  a nest  with  eggs,  but  no  male  was 
found.  Bluethroats  pass  through  Scotland  every  spring,  en  route  to 
Scandinavia,  and  it  may  be  significant  that  the  spring  passage  in  1985 
was  of  record  proportions. 

Fieldfare  Turdus  pilaris 

Three  localities:  1-3  pairs  breeding. 

England,  SE  One  locality. 

KENT  One  locality:  one  on  14th  and  23rd  June. 

England,  Central  One  locality. 

STAFFORDSHIRE  One  locality:  one  pair  bred. 

Scotland,  S One  locality. 

BORDERS  One  locality:  one  fledged  juvenile  seen  on  3rd  June;  down  still  showing  on  rump, 
flight  weak,  and  movements  ‘unco-ordinated’.  The  recorder  considers  breeding  in  the 
locality  to  be  still  not  proven,  but  adds  that  it  was  suspected  in  the  general  area  in  both  1983 
and  1984. 

Addenda 

1984  BORDERS  One  locality:  pair  showing  signs  of  maintaining  territory,  and  agitated  when 
seen  on  29th  and  30th  April,  but  not  located  subsequently. 

1984  POWYS  One  locality:  female  giving  alarm  call  in  suitable  breeding  area  on  12th  June,  but 
not  seen  subsequently. 


1975 

1976  1977 

1978  1979 

1980 

1981 

1982 

1983 

1984 

1985 

No.  localities 

10 

1 1 6 

3 6 

5 

6 

7 

10 

4 

3 

Confirmed  (pairs) 

2 

3 4 

1 1 

1 

0 

2 

3 

0 

1 

Possible  (pairs) 

8 

9 2 

3 5 

4 

6 

5 

9 

4 

2 

Max.  total  (pairs) 

10 

12  6 

4 6 

5 

6 

7 

12 

4 

3 

If  not  hatched 

in  the  vicinity  of 

where  it 

was 

found,  the  Borders  bird 

must  surely  have 

been 

reared  in 

Britain. 

Even 

so. 

from 

the 

low 

1985 

figures,  one  must  conclude  that  the  Fieldfare  has  lost  something  of  its 
momentum  in  the  colonisation  of  Britain. 

Redwing  Turdus  iliacus 
32  localities:  11-33  pairs  breeding. 

England,  SE  One  locality. 

KENT  One  locality:  one  on  30th  June. 

England,  Central  One  locality. 

DERBYSHIRE  One  locality:  one  in  full  song  on  18th  May  in  typical  habitat  (mixture  of  pine 
Pinus  plantation,  birch  Betula  and  rhododendron  Rhododendron  ponlicum). 

Scotland,  Mid  One  locality. 

GRAMPIAN  One  locality:  pair  on  9th  June  in  old  birch  wood,  not  seen  subsequently. 
Scotland,  N 29  localities. 

INVERNESS-SHIRE  21  localities:  (1)  pair  feeding  young  in  nest  during  14th  to  20thjuly;  (2)  pair 
feeding  fledged  young  in  July;  (3)  female  feeding  five  young  on  3rd  July;  (4)  pair  with  five 
young;  (5)-(6)  pairs  with  three  and  four  fledged  young  in  June;  (7)  nest  with  five  eggs  on  1 1th 
June,  young  fledged  on  3rd  July;  (8)  nest  with  young  in  May;  (9)  agitated  pair  on  18th  May; 
(10)  two  adults,  one  of  them  singing,  on  23rd  May;  (11)  male  singing  and  mobbing  Tawny 
Owl  Strix  aluco ; (12)  three  singing  males;  (13)  two  singing  males;  ( 1 4)-(2 1 ) singles,  mostly 
singing. 

WESTER  ROSS  Six  localities:  ( 1 ) nest  with  four  eggs  on  16th  May;  (2)  pair  feeding  together;  (3) 
two  singing  males  on  16th  May  and  three  individuals  on  23rd  May;  (4)  male  singing  from 
conifer  plantation  on  18th  May;  (5)  male  singing  persistently  on  22nd  May;  (6)  singing  male 
on  1st  June. 

SITHF.RI.AND  Two  localities:  (1)  adult  collecting  food;  (2)  male  singing  on  29th  Mat. 
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1975 

1976  1977  1978 

1979  1980 

1981  1982 

1983 

1984  1985 

No.  localities 

25 

10  10  12 

6 18 

6 42 

65 

57  33 

Confirmed  (pairs) 

13 

3 2 3 

2 7 

- 4 30 

17 

31  1 1 

Possible  (pairs) 

40 

12  14  14 

7 25 

7 32 

51 

47  22 

Max.  total  (pairs) 

53 

15  16  17 

9 32 

11  62 

68 

78  33 

Although  there  are 

some  grounds  for  thinking  that 

the  breeding 

population  is  reduced  by  cold  winters  (where  do  Scottish  birds  winter?), 

the  chief  reason  for  the  apparent  population  fluctuations 

is  variation  in 

the  amount  of  fieldwork.  Two  observers  who 

normally 

supply  much 

detailed  information  did  not  visit  the  breeding  areas  in  1985. 

Cetti’s  Warbler  Cettia  cetti 

71  localities:  58-210  pairs  breeding. 

England,  SW  44  localities:  54-156  pairs  breeding. 

Breeding 

Breeding 

Breeding 

Maximum 

County 

Localities 

confirmed 

probable 

possible 

total 

Cornwall 

4 

0 

10 

5 

15 

Devon 

11 

1 

37 

7 

45 

Dorset 

2 

48 

0 

0 

48 

Gloucestershire 

2 

1 

0 

1 

2 

Hampshire 

15 

2 

33 

0 

35 

Somerset 

10 

2 

3 

6 

11 

England,  SE  Nine  localities: 

4-27  pairs  breeding. 

Breeding 

Breeding 

Breeding 

Maximum 

County 

Localities 

confirmed 

probable 

possible 

total 

Essex 

1 

0 

0 

1 

1 

Hertfordshire 

1 

0 

0 

1 

1 

Kent 

6 

4 

12 

8 

24 

Sussex 

1 

0 

0 

1 

1 

England,  E 18  localities:  0-27  pairs  breeding. 

Breeding 

Breeding 

Breeding 

Maximum 

County 

Localities 

confirmed 

probable 

possible 

total 

Cambridgeshire 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Norfolk 

15 

0 

23 

0 

23 

Suffolk 

2 

0 

1 

2 

3 

1975 

1976  1977  1978 

1979  1980 

1981  1982 

1983 

1984  1985 

Counties 

3 

8 10  14 

14  11 

16  12 

13 

12  12 

Confirmed  (pairs) 

8 

8 13  30 

46  19 

56  29 

90 

78  58 

Possible  (pairs) 

67 

72  140  144 

117  179 

106  173 

157 

235  152 

Max.  total  (pairs) 

75 

80  153  174 

163  198 

162  202 

247 

313  210 

A comparison  of  the  regional  maxima  for  the  two  years  1984  and  1985 
reveals  in  striking  manner  how  much  better  Cetti’s  Warbler  fares  in  the 
milder  southwest:  England,  SW  157:156,  England,  SE  63:27,  England,  E 
98:27 


Savi’s  Warbler  Locustella  lusciniaides 
Six  localities:  1-10  pairs  breeding. 
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England,  SE  I wo  localities:  (1)  two  territorial  males,  one  pair  breeding  successfully;  (2) 
male  singing  for  three  weeks  in  a regular  site,  but  breeding  not  suspected. 

England,  E Six  localities:  (1)  pair  probably  bred;  (2)  male  singing  between  4th  May  and  1st 
July;  (3)  male  singing  on  16th  June;  (4)  two  males  apparently  holding  territory;  (5)-(6) 
singing  male  at  each. 


1975 

1976 

1977 

1978 

1979 

1980 

1981 

1982 

1983 

1984 

1985 

No.  localities 

3 

8 

13 

15 

15 

14 

8 

11 

12 

10 

8 

Confirmed  (pairs) 

1 

0 

3 

4 

6 

2 

5 

0 

2 

0 

1 

Possible  (pairs) 

2 

9 

23 

24 

24 

27 

10 

18 

15 

12 

9 

Max.  total  (pairs) 

3 

9 

26 

28 

30 

29 

15 

18 

17 

12 

10 

The  Savi’s  Warbler  population  now  appears  to  be  at  its  lowest  level  for 
ten  years  and  in  1985  was  confined  to  two  counties. 


Marsh  Warbler  Acrocephalus  palustris 
22  localities:  18-26  pairs  breeding. 

England,  SE  Six  localities  in  two  counties,  two  to  six  pairs  breeding:  ( 1 ) pair  arrived  on  25(h 
May  and  fledged  two  young  on  20th  July;  (2)  pair  arrived  on  about  17th  June  and  fledged 
three,  possibly  four,  young;  (3)  one  singing  on  25th  May  and  3rd  June;  (4)  one  singing  on 
27th  May;  (5)  one  singing  from  8th  to  30th  June;  (6)  one  singing  on  30th  June:  breeding  not 
suspected  at  localities  4,  5 or  6. 

England,  E One  locality:  0-1  pair  breeding. 

i.lNCOl.NSliiRK/soi Tit  lll'MBKRSIDF.  One  locality:  one  singing  on  3rd  June  at  suitable  locality 
which  held  singing  male  in  1983. 

England,  Central  15  localities:  16-19  pairs  breeding. 

WORCESTERSHIRE  13  localities:  ( 1 )-( 1 3)  16  or  17  pairs  breeding  plus  13  or  14  unmated  males. 
DERBYSHIRE  Two  localities:  (1)  one  singing  from  29th  May  to  2nd  June  in  rough  herbage  by 
stream;  (2)  one  singing  from  9th  to  16th  June  in  riverside  reeds  Phragmites  and  coarse 
vegetation  with  willows  Salix. 


1975 

1976 

1977 

1978 

1979 

1980 

1981 

1982 

1983 

1984 

1985 

No.  localities 

3 

5 

6 

15 

15 

8 

3 

8 

10 

12 

9 

Confirmed  (pairs) 

0 

0 

2 

4 

1 

2 

0 

2 

3 

4 

2 

Possible  (pairs) 

5 

5 

9 

1 1 

22 

10 

3 

7 

9 

9 

7 

Max.  total  (pairs) 

5 

5 

1 1 

15 

23 

12 

3 

9 

11 

13 

9 

As  in  previous  reports,  the  summary  table  omits  records  from  the 
stronghold  of  the  species.  Detailed  fieldwork  in  Worcestershire,  where 
most  sites  were  visited  weekly,  revealed  a further  reduction  in  the  number 
of  pairs  breeding  and  the  alarmingly  high  figure  of  13  or  14  unmated 
males.  It  seems  probable  that  most  of  those  in  other  counties  were  also 
unmated  males.  The  Panel  is  indebted  to  Martin  Kelsey  of  the  Edward 
Grey  Institute  for  a detailed  report  on  the  position  of  the  species  in 
Worcestershire,  where  only  seven  breeding  pairs  and  two  or  three 
unpaired  males  could  be  found  in  1986. 

Dartford  Warbler  Sylvia  undata 
24  localities:  26-316  pairs  breeding. 

England,  SW  16  localities. 

Cornwall  1 1 localities:  ( 1 )-(6)  pairs,  and  juveniles  at  some;  (7)-(8)  pairs  in  April;  (9)  one  in 
April;  (10)  male  singing  on  15th  April,  female  on  13th  October;  (11)  one  seen  and  others 
heard  on  13th  July. 

DEVON  Two  localities:  (1)  pair  reared  at  least  four  young  from  two  broods,  and  two  unpaired 
males;  (2)  one.  probably  two,  pairs  bred  and  reared  total  of  five  young.  (There  were  also 
many  August  to  December  records  of  adults  and  immatures  along  the  southern  coast.) 
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DORSET  One  locality:  18  or  19  pairs  present  and  presumed  to  have  bred. 

HAMPSHIRE  Two  extensive  areas:  (1)  sample  counts  suggested  a 4%  increase  in  the  population 
since  1984,  despite  the  severe  weather  in  February  1985;  this  gives  an  estimated  population 
of  211  pairs;  (2)  eight  to  11  pairs  bred. 

England,  SE  Eight  localities. 

SURREY  Eight  localities:  (1)  ten  pairs;  (2)  four  or  five  pairs,  but  area  not  well  covered;  (3) 
three  pairs;  (4)-(5)  one  pair  at  each;  (6)  25  pairs;  (7)  15  pairs;  (8)  two  pairs.  Recorder 
suggested  a maximum  decrease  of  one-third,  despite  severe  weather  in  January  and  February 
1985,  and  stated  that  breeding  success  was  good  at  the  main  sites. 

Despite  the  cold  winter,  the  maximum  total  was  the  second-highest  of 
recent  years. 


Firecrest  Regulus  ignicapillus 
24  localities:  5-44  pairs  breeding. 

England,  SW  Four  localities:  1-6  pairs  breeding. 

Breeding 

County  Localities  confirmed 

Breeding 

probable 

Breeding 

possible 

Maximum 

total 

Devon 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Gloucestershire 

1 

0 

0 

2 

2 

Somerset 

1 

1 

0 

0 

1 

Wiltshire 

1 

0 

2 

0 

2 

England,  SE  12  localities:  0-25  pairs  breeding. 

Breeding 

Breeding 

Breeding 

Maximum 

County 

Localities 

confirmed 

probable 

possible 

total 

Bedfordshire 

2 

0 

1 

1 

2 

Berkshire 

1 

0 

0 

1 

1 

Buckinghamshire 

3 

0 

8 

2 

10 

Hertfordshire 

2 

0 

1 

1 

2 

Kent 

4 

0 

6 

4 

10 

England,  E Six  localities:  3-9  pairs  breeding. 

Breeding 

Breeding 

Breeding 

Maximum 

County 

Localities 

confirmed 

probable 

possible 

total 

Northamptonshire 

1 

0 

0 

1 

1 

Suffolk 

5 

3 

0 

5 

8 
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England,  Central  One  locality:  0-1  pair  breeding. 

Breeding  Breeding  Breeding  Maximum 

County  Localities  confirmed  probable  possible  total 


Shropshire 

1 

0 

0 

1 

1 

Wales  One  locality: 

1-3  pairs  breeding. 

Breeding 

Breeding 

Breeding 

Maximum 

County 

Localities 

confirmed 

probable 

possible 

total 

Powys 

1 

1 

0 

2 

3 

Addendum 

1983  POWYS  One  locality:  male  paired  with  female  Goldcrest  Regut 

'us  regulus  reared  1 2 

young 

from  two  broods  (see  Ardea  73:  191-192). 

1975  1976 

1977  1978 

1979 

1980 

1981 

1982 

1983 

1984 

1985 

No.  localities 

32  15 

12  7 

25 

30 

35 

21 

75 

47 

24 

Confirmed  (pairs) 

4 4 

2 1 

9 

7 

15 

4 

6 

4 

5 

Possible  (pairs) 

119  24 

29  10 

64 

71 

87 

40 

169 

78 

41 

Max.  total  (pairs) 

123  28 

31  1 1 

73 

78 

102 

44 

175 

82 

46 

The  Firecrest  is  a small  species  with  a poor  expectation  of  life,  but  a 
large  clutch  size.  The  marked  differences  between  high  and  low  points  in 
the  population  level  must  be  partly  linked  with  differing  overwinter 
survival. 

Golden  Oriole  Oriolus  oriolus 
12  localities:  4-15  pairs  breeding. 

England,  SW  One  locality:  one  pair,  may  have  bred,  but  breeding  not  proved;  a probable 
immature  seen  3rd  July. 

England,  SE  Three  localities:  (1)  pair  on  27th  May;  (2)  male  from  27th  May  to  18th  June;  (3) 
immature  male  singing  on  8th  June. 

England,  E Seven  localities:  (l)-(2)  adults  and  nests  seen;  (3)  nest  found  only  when  leaves 
had  fallen;  (4)  up  to  eight  singing  males  in  late  May,  but  thought  likely  that  only  four  or  five 
pairs  bred,  four  juveniles  being  seen  on  30th  July;  (5)  pair  present  in  June;  (6)  pair  together 
on  26th  May,  but  breeding  not  suspected;  (7)  male  singing  on  3rd  June. 

Scotland,  Mid  One  locality. 

GRAMPIAN  One  locality:  pair  present  in  second  half  ofjune,  female  seen  twice  and  male  heard 


singing  on  several  dates. 

1975 

1976 

1977 

1978 

1979 

1980 

1981 

1982 

1983 

1984 

1985 

No.  localities 

4 

11 

16 

14 

17 

17 

13 

12 

14 

10 

12 

Confirmed  (pairs) 

2 

7 

6 

7 

3 

2 

4 

3 

2 

4 

4 

Possible  (pairs) 

5 

16 

15 

21 

27 

26 

22 

18 

21 

13 

11 

Max.  total  (pairs) 

7 

23 

21 

28 

30 

28 

26 

21 

21 

17 

15 

The  reduced  numbers  are  largely  attributable  to  habitat  destruction  in 
one  of  the  main  breeding  areas. 


Red-backed  Shrike  Lanius  collurio 
11  localities:  6-11  pairs  breeding. 

England,  SW  One  locality:  male  singing  on  20th  June,  but  could  not  be  located  on 
subsequent  visits. 

England,  E Eight  localities:  ( 1 )-(2)  pair  bred  at  each;  (3)  pair  reared  five  young;  (4)  pair 
reared  four  young;  (5)-(6)  pairs  each  reared  three  young;  (7)  male  on  27th  June;  (8)  male  in 
ideal  breeding  habitat  on  30th  June.  The  Panel  also  has  a report  for  this  region  of  a minimum 
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of  22  young  being  reared  by  six  pairs  from  seven  nests:  overlap  with  some  of  the  foregoing 
records  seems  almost  certain,  but  the  strict  confidentiality  under  which  records  are 
submitted  at  present  prevents  a resolution  of  the  problem.  ,, 

Scotland,  S One  locality:  male  31st  July  and  female  from  2nd  to  9th  August;  it  is  thought 
certain  that  they  did  not  nest  in  the  immediate  vicinity,  but  could  have  summered,  and 
perhaps  have  bred,  nearby. 

Scotland,  N One  locality:  male  in  song  on  28th  May  and  6th  June,  and  present  to  9th 
August. 


1975 

1976 

1977 

1978 

1979 

1980 

1981 

1982 

1983 

1984 

1985 

Counties 

7 

5 

13 

11 

10 

5 

6 

2 

3 

4 

6 

Confirmed  (pairs) 

51 

3 

48 

13 

14 

23 

11 

5 

11 

6 

6 

Possible  (pairs) 

5 

22 

16 

24 

38 

8 

29 

3 

1 

4 

5 

Max.  total  (pairs) 

56 

25 

64 

37 

52 

31 

40 

8 

17 

10 

1 1 

An  exceptionally  good  spring  passage  on  parts  of  the  East  Coast  may 
have  contributed  partly  to  the  picture,  but  the  population  remains 
critically  low.  Only  the  breeding  success — perhaps  even  better  than  the 
Panel  has  been  able  to  indicate — holds  out  some  promise  for  the  future. 

Brambling  Fringilla  montijringilla 
Three  localities:  0-3  pairs  breeding. 

England,  SE  One  locality. 

ESSEX  One  locality:  male  on  28th  June. 

Scotland,  S One  locality. 

BORDERS  One  locality:  male  in  summer  plumage  sang  briefly  on  12th  June,  but  not  located 
thereafter. 

Scotland,  N & W One  locality. 

SUTHERLAND  One  locality:  male  sang  on  4th  June. 


1975 

1976 

1977 

1978 

1979 

1980 

1981 

1982 

1983 

1984 
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0 

0 

2 

2 

3 

3 

1 

10 

8 

10 

3 

Confirmed  (pairs) 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

2 

i 

1 

0 
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0 

0 

3 

2 

3 

4 

0 

8 

7 

8 

3 

Max.  total  (pairs) 

0 

0 

3 

2 

4 

4 

1 

10 

8 

9 

3 

A poor  year,  after  three  better  ones,  but  a longer  time-scale  will  be 
needed  to  detect  trends. 


Serin  Serinus  serinus 

Four  localities:  1-5  pairs  breeding. 

England,  SW  Three  localities. 

DEVON  Three  localities:  (1)  two  males  and  one  female  from  8th  April  to  August,  only  one 
brood  (of  3)  reared;  (2)  female  on  27th  April,  immature  on  3rd  August  and  1 1th  and  13th 
October,  and  male  and  female  on  28th  October;  (3)  male  singing  at  a former  breeding  site  on 
6th  and  10th  June. 

England,  SE  One  locality. 


KENT  One  locality:  nine  bird-days  between  1st  April  and  15th  May,  with  singing  males  on 
16th,  26th  and  30th  April,  and  females  on  other  dates,  then  one  female  from  8th  to  15th  May. 


1975 
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1977 
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1981 
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0 
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2 
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4 

6 

5 

3 

4 

Max.  total  (pairs) 

0 

2 

0 

4 

0 1 

6 

7 

7 

5 
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A fifth  relatively  good  year  in  the  protracted  process  of  colonisation. 


Parrot  Crossbill  Loxia  pytyopsittacus 
Two  localities:  1-2  pairs  breeding. 

England,  E Two  localities. 

NORFOLK  One  locality:  pair  reared  broods  of  4 and  2. 

SUFFOLK  One  locality:  pair  with  two  juveniles  from  4th  to  21st  April,  and  the  adult  male  to  at 
least  12th  May;  thought  probable  that  the  pair  bred  at  the  site,  where  breeding  was 
suspected  in  1984. 

This  was  the  third  successive  year  in  which  breeding  was  proved  or 
strongly  suspected  in  Britain. 


Scarlet  Rosefinch  Carpodacus  erythrinus 
One  locality. 

Scotland,  N One  locality:  male  singing  in  very  suitable  habitat  on  14th  June,  where  the 
species  was  also  present  in  1984. 

The  only  confirmed  breeding  record  in  Britain  to  date  was  in  1982  (Brit. 
Birds  77:  133-135). 


Snow  Bunting  Plectrophenax  nivalis 
12  localities:  3-15  pairs  breeding. 

Scotland,  Mid  and  N & W 12  localities:  (1)  pair  on  2nd  June;  (2)  five  singing  males  on  29th 
June,  pair  with  three  fledged  young  on  22nd  July,  male  feeding  one  young  on  27th  July;  (3) 
pair  feeding  young  in  nest  on  25th  July;  (4)  pair  on  1 1 th  May;  (5)-(6)  singing  male  at  each  on 
8th  June;  (7)  singing  male  on  10th  June;  (8)  singing  male  on  19th  June;  (9)  two  singing  males 
on  13th  July;  (10)  singing  male  on  14th  July;  (11)  two  or  three  singing  males  on  20th  June; 
(12)  one  on  30th  May. 

For  the  second  successive  year,  we  are  able  to  publish  a rather  fuller — 
although  doubtless  still  incomplete — report.  The  Panel  is  grateful  to  (as 
well  as  envious  of!)  the  seven  fieldworkers  who  covered  the  high  tops. 

Cirl  Bunting  Emberiza  cirlus 
57  localities:  4-57  pairs  breeding. 

England,  SW  56  localities. 

CORNWALL  Two  localities:  (1)  pair  carrying  caterpillar  into  clump  of  brambles  Rubus  and 
second  male  in  next  field;  (2)  singing  male  on  21st  April. 

DF.VON  45  localities:  (l)-(45)  pair  at  each.  No  records  from  several  traditional  sites,  bu.  this 
could  reflect  lack  of  coverage. 

AVON  One  locality:  first  located  on  26th  May,  three  fledged  young  on  24th  July. 

SOMERSET  Eight  localities:  (1)  pair  feeding  young  in  June  and  July;  (2)  singing  male  near  to 
locality  1 on  1st  June;  (3)  three  males  and  one  female  on  2nd  February,  single  males  on 
30th  March  and  4th  July;  (4)  singing  male  on  4th  July;  (5)  singing  male  from  9th  April  to 
18th  May;  (6)  pair  with  fledged  young  on  15th  June;  (7)-(8)  single  males  on  20th  April  and 
26th  May  respectively. 

England,  SE  One  locality. 

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE  One  locality:  one,  sex  not  reported,  on  23rd  May  at  locality  where 
breeding  has  occurred  in  recent  years. 

These  figures  suggest  a further  decline  from  the  0-69  pairs  in  1984. 

Rare  Breeding  Birds  Panel , I redale  Place  Cottage,  Loweswater , Cockermouth,  Cumbria 

C.A13  0SU 


Identification  pitfalls  and 
assessment  problems 


This  series,  which  started  in  January  1983  (Bril.  Birds  76:  26-28),  is  not  intended  to  cover  all 
facets  of  the  identification  of  the  species  concerned,  but  only  the  major  sources  of  error  likely 
to  mislead  the  observer  in  the  field  or  the  person  attempting  to  assess  the  written  evidence. 
The  species  concerned  are  mostly  those  which  were  formerly  judged  by  the  Rarities 
Committee*,  but  which  are  now  the  responsibility  of  county  and  regional  recorders  and 
records  committees. 


9.  Ring-billed  Gull  Larus  delawarensis 


The  Ring-billed  Gull  was  first  recorded  in  Britain  in  1973  and  between  . 
then  and  the  end  of  1986  the  British  and  Irish  total  had  reached  over  500 
records.  In  the  last  three  of  those  years,  it  was  occurring  here  at  the  rate  of 
almost  80  records  a year.  It  is  now  so  numerous  that  records  after  31st 
December  1987  will  no  longer  be  considered  by  the  Rarities  Committee. 
Despite  its  current  abundance,  it  is  still  unfamiliar  inland  and  on  the  East 
Coast,  and  records  continue  to  show  a strong  westerly  bias.  Also,  the 
rejection  rate  remains  high  (25%  in  1986)  and  it  is  clear  that  some 
observers  have  been  jumping  on  the  bandwagon.  The  purpose  of  this 
article  is,  therefore,  to  summarise  the  main  identification  characters  and 


64.  Adult  winter  Ring-billed  Gull  Larus  delawarensis  moulting  to  adult  summer,  Florida, 

USA,  February  1986  (/.  B.  & S.  Bottomley) 


*This  paper,  like  those  earlier  in  the  series  (Bril.  Birds  76:  26-28,  78-80,  129-130,  203-206,  304- 
305,  342-346;  77:  412-415;  78:  97-102),  is  a publication  of  the  Rarities  Committee,  which  is 
sponsored  by  ZEISS  West  Germany. 
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Adult  winter  Common 


First-winter 

Ring-billed 


First -summer 
Ring-billed 


Second-winter 

Herring 


First-summer 

Common 


Fig.  1.  Ring-billed  Lams  delauarensis.  Common  /..  canus  and  Herring  Culls  /..  argent  at  us 

(Alan  Harris) 
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65.  First-winter  Ring-billed  Gull  Lams  delawarensis,  Florida,  USA,  March  1981  ( Jorgen 

Palmgren) 


to  provide  local  bird  report  records  committees  with  a useful  reference. 

Although  the  identification  of  the  Ring-billed  Gull  has  been  dealt  with 
very  thoroughly  elsewhere  (particularly  by  P.  J.  Grant  in  his  second 
edition  of  Gulls — a guide  to  identification , 1986),  it  is  surprising  how  many 
observers  continue  to  regurgitate  standard  text  book  cliches  when 
describing  this  species,  and  many  records,  although  superficially  adequ- 
ate, fail  to  inspire  confidence.  The  following  would  be  a typical  example:  ‘1 
saw  a gull  feeding  with  Herring  Gulls  L.  argentatus * on  a rubbish  tip.  It  was 
smaller  than  Herring  Gull,  larger  than  Common  Gull  L.  cams,  had  a ring 
around  its  bill  and  yellow  legs.  The  head  was  very  angular  and  a 
conspicuous  pale  eye  gave  it  a very  fierce  expression.'  On  a process  of 
elimination,  this  bird  more  or  less  had  to  be  a Ring-billed  Gull,  but  the 
lack  of  detail  and  some  unconventional  emphasis  renders  the  description 
peculiarly  unconvincing.  Poor  descriptions,  such  as  this,  are  surprisingly 
common  and,  in  such  cases,  the  Rarities  Committee  has  tended  to  err  on 
the  side  of  caution  and  reject  the  record.  It  must  be  stressed  that  the  Ring- 
billed Gull  is  a difficult  species,  and  a detailed  description  is  a prerequisite 
to  acceptance.  The  following  notes  set  out  the  main  identification 
features. 


Size,  structure  and  behaviour 

The  Ring-billed  Gull  is  always  conspicuously  smaller  than  the  majority  of 


*A11  references  to  Herring  Gull  relate  to  L.  a.  argentens. 


also  7X  42B/  GAT* 

‘...particularly  useful  in  confined 
habitats,  such  as  woodland  or  forest; 
for  seawatching  or  raptor-watching. . . ' 
(British  Birds  Vol  79  No.  6 June  19B6) 
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Identification  of  Ring-billed  Gull 

Herring  (kills,  and  it  basically  resembles  a big  Common  Gull.  The  size  of 
all  three  species  varies,  however,  and  some  male  Ring-billeds  are 
noticeably  larger  than  most  Common  Gulls,  while  small  females  are  about 
the  same  size.  To  be  valid,  comparisons  should  always  be  made  with  several 
individuals  of  the  commoner  species.  Ring-billed  is  slightly  different 
structurally,  looking  bulkier,  stockier  and  deeper-chested,  while  on  the 
water  it  looks  flat-backed,  sleek  and  attenuated  compared  with  Common 
Gull.  The  most  obvious  structural  difference  is  the  bill,  which  looks 
longer,  noticeably  thicker  and  more  ‘parallel’.  This  effect  is  apparent  even 
at  a distance,  when  the  black  band  (or  tip)  makes  the  bill  appear  rather 
blunt.  The  head  is  slightly  more  angular,  less  rounded  than  that  of 
Common  Gull,  but  this  feature  has  been  over-emphasised  and  the  head 
shape  depends  largely  on  attitude;  when  relaxed,  Ring-billed  can  look 
quite  round-headed.  The  size  difference  may  look  more  obvious  in  flight, 
when  Ring-billed  looks  distinctly  longer  and  broader-winged  than 
Common.  The  wing  tips  are  more  pointed  than  those  of  Common,  but  on 
adults  and  second-years  this  is  emphasised  by  differences  in  wing-tip 
pattern  (see  below).  The  legs  of  Ring-billed  are  often  noticeably  longer 
than  those  of  Common,  resulting  in  a strutting  walk  which  may  recall  that 
of  Mediterranean  Gull  L.  melanocephalus.  Ring-billed  Gulls  are  often 
attracted  to  man  and  may  become  very  tame  at  favoured  feeding  sites. 


Adults 

The  important  point  to  remember  is  that  winter  adult  and  second-year 
Common  Gulls,  and  also  second-year  and  third-year  Herring  Gulls,  often 

66.  First-winter  Ring-billed  Gull  Larus  delawarensis,  Cornwall,  February  1982  (S.  C. 

Hutchings) 
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67.  Second-winter  Ring-hilled  Gull  Larus  delawarensis , Cornwall,  February  1979  (IF.  R 

Hirst) 


show  a prominent,  clear-cut  ring  on  the  bill.  It  would,  therefore,  be 
unusual  to  pick  out  a Ring-billed  Gull  by  its  bill  ring.  The  best  way  to  pick 
out  an  adult  or  a second-year  at  rest  is  by  a combination  of  mantle  colour 
and  tertial  and  wing-tip  patterns.  The  mantle  is  noticeably  paler  than  that 
of  Common  Gull,  being  closer  in  shade  to  that  of  Black-headed  Gull  L. 
ridibundus,  while  the  tertials  look  rather  square  and  lack  the  Common's 
conspicuous  broad  white  crescent.  At  close  range,  the  tertial  tips  on  a 
Ring-billed  are  whiter,  but  they  are  narrow  and  do  not  contrast  with  the 
paler  mantle.  The  closed  primaries  look  uniformly  black,  with  three 
inconspicuous  white  primary  tips  which  decrease  in  size  towards  the  wing 
tips.  The  pale  mantle  and  black  primaries,  unrelieved  by  an  obvious  white 
tertial  crescent,  produce  a pattern  which  is  quite  distinct  from  that  shown 
by  adult  Common  Gull,  and  is,  in  fact,  quite  similar  to  that  of  adult  Black- 
headed Gull.  Two  pitfalls  need  to  be  considered:  (1)  unusually  pale 
Common  Gulls  do  exist  and  (2)  second-year  Commons  often  show  a 
narrow  tertial  crescent  and  little  white  in  the  primaries.  Make  sure, 
therefore,  that  an  ‘adult  Ring-billed  is  not  actually  a second-year 
Common. 

To  avoid  such  pitfalls,  it  is  absolutely  essential  for  the  identification  to 
be  confirmed  by  reference  to  other  features.  The  structural  differences, 
outlined  above,  are  especially  important;  and  pay  particular  attention  to 
the  bill.  The  black  band  should  stand  out  clearly  and  cleanly  and  contrast 
with  the  pale  base,  even  in  winter.  Eye  colour  is  diagnostic.  Ring-billed 
has  pale  irides  (as  well  as  a narrow  orange  orbital  ring),  but  the  pale  eye  is 
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surprisingly  difficult  to  detect  at  any  distance.  Instead,  Ring-billed  usually 
shows  a squint-eyed  expression,  in  contrast  to  the  dark-eyed,  open-faced 
look  of  a Common  Gull.  Ring-billed  tends  to  have  paler,  mottled  head 
streaking,  but  this  is  so  variable  on  Common  Gull  as  to  render  it  of  limited 
value  in  the  field.  Ring-billed  tends  to  have  yellower  legs. 

If  a suspected  Ring-billed  flies  or  wing-flaps,  an  observer  should 
concentrate  on  the  wing-tip  pattern.  Common  has  two  large,  conspicuous 
white  miiTors  right  across  the  wing  tip,  but,  on  Ring-billed,  the  mirrors  are 
small,  relatively  inconspicuous  and  are  often  confined  to  just  one  mirror 
on  the  inner  web  of  the  outer  primary.  This  relative  lack  of  white 
emphasises  the  more  pointed  wing  shape.  The  pale  mantle  and  wings 
contrast  strongly  with  the  black  primary  wedges  so  that,  in  flight,  Ring- 
billed’s  pattern  looks  surprisingly  similar  to  that  of  a Herring  Gull.  The 
very  white  underwings  reinforce  this  impression. 

Second-years 

Similar  to  adult,  but  easily  aged  by  the  presence  of  dark  feathering  on  the 
primary  coverts.  Most  second-years  show  vestigial  black  markings  in  the 
tail  and,  sometimes,  the  secondaries.  Many,  however,  lack  these  markings, 
while,  conversely,  some  second-year  Commons  also  show  them.  Ring- 
billed shows  only  a small  white  mirror  on  the  inner  web  of  the  outer 
primary,  and  this  is  often  difficult  to  see.  In  contrast,  second-year 
Common  shows  one  or  two  obvious  white  mirrors.  The  age  at  which  Ring- 
hilled  develops  adult  bare-part  colouring  varies,  hut  most  attain  a 
complete  hill  band  and  a yellow  base  by  their  first-summer,  although 
some  still  retain  a black  tip  and/or  a greenish  base  a year  later.  Similarly, 
eye  colour  varies,  and  some  remain  dark-eyed  into  their  second  summer. 

First-years 

This  age  is  the  most  difficult  to  identify,  as  many  of  the  subtle  differences 
are  inconsistent.  First-year  Ring-billeds  have  a distinctive  jizz’  once  learnt , 
but  they  should  always  be  identified  by  a combination  of  minor  differences. 
Close  views  and  detailed  notes  are  essential,  and  the  observer  should 
always  bear  in  mind  the  possible  occurrence  of  odd  Common  Gulls  (for 
example,  unusually  pale  individuals).  All  the  following  features  (listed  in 
rough  order  of  importance)  should  be  checked: 

(1)  Bil  l.  The  best  character,  being  heavy,  thick,  ‘parallel’  and  blunt-ended.  In  comparison. 
Common’s  bill  looks  slender,  pointed  and  weedy.  That  of  Ring-billed  is  usually  pale  orangy- 
pink  with  a prominent  black  tip,  reminiscent  of  the  bill  of  a first-year  Glaucous  Gull  /.. 
hyperboreus.  Some  Commons  have  a similar  bill  colour,  but  many  have  a duller,  grey  or 
greenish  base. 

(2)  TF.RTIAI.S  Solidly  dark  brown,  narrowly  edged  white.  On  Common,  they  are  paler  brown, 
with  thick  white  edgings,  but  beware  of  the  effects  of  abrasion. 

(3)  MANTI.F,  and  scAPt'i.ARs  Pale  grey,  lacking  the  dark  ‘saddle’  effect  of  Common.  Whitish 
lips  lo  many  of  the  scapulars  and  (he  retention  of  some  dark  juvenile  feathering  may  create  a 
more  variegated  pattern  than  on  Common,  but  the  dark  feathers  are  moulted  and  the  pale 
tips  wear  off  as  the  winter  progresses. 

(4)  GRKATKR  OOVKRTS  Usually  appear  pale  grey  on  Ring-billed,  sometimes  barred  on  the 
inners  (unlike  Common),  and  produce  a pale  strip  along  the  bottom  of  the  closed  wing  and  a 
noticeable  pale  mid-wing  panel  in  flight. 
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68.  Juvenile  Ring-billed  Gull  I.arus  delawarensis.  North  Dakota.  USA,  August  1980  (E.  /. 

Mackrill) 

(5)  HF.AD  AND  UNDF.RPAR  is  Ring-billed  is  usually  well  mottled  and  spotted  about  the  head  and 
breast  and  more  heavily  marked  below,  often  with  heavy  dark  barring  or  spotting  on  the 
upper-  and  undertail-coverts,  which  Commons  usually  lack.  Both  species  are,  however, 
variable. 

(6)  TAFF  The  dark  of  the  tail  band  usually  extends  up  the  outer  web  of  each  tail  feather  to 
intrude  into  the  tail  base,  which  usually  shows  delicate  greyish  mottling  or  shading.  The  tail, 
therefore,  looks  messy  compared  with  the  clear-cut  band  and  white  base  of  most  Commons. 
On  some  Commons,  however,  the  dark  also  intrudes  into  the  white,  while  a minority  also 
show  grey  mottling  at  the  base,  so  the  differences  are  not  absolute.  Ring-billed  has  dark 
mottling  or  barring  on  the  outer  web  of  the  outer  tail  feather,  which  Common  seems  to  lack. 

(7)  MF.DIAN  COYF.RTS  In  fresh  plumage,  the  brown  centres  to  the  median  coverts  are  pointed 
on  Ring-billed,  but  rounded  on  Common,  but  this  distinction  breaks  down  with  wear  and 
fading  and  is  of  little  use  in  worn  plumage. 

(8)  I.EGS  Sometimes  quite  pink  on  first-year  Ring-billed. 

In  their  first  summer,  both  species  fade  and  bleach  and  eventually 
replace  their  wing-coverts  and  tertials  with  grey  second-winter  plum- 
age. First-summer  Commons  look  washed  out  and  pale,  their  outer 
primaries  and  secondaries  fading  to  brown  and  the  rest  of  their  wing 
becoming  creamy  and  worn,  contrasting  conspicuously  with  their  dark 
grey  ‘saddle’,  particularly  in  flight.  Ring-billed  also  fades,  but,  because 
it  lacks  the  dark  ‘saddle’,  the  mantle  and  wing-coverts  look  uniformly 
pale  grey  and  concolorous.  Unlike  Common,  first-year  Ring-billed  soon 
gains  a pale  bill  tip  and,  by  first-summer,  the  bill  is  usually  similar  to 
that  of  an  adult. 

Juveniles 

Similar  to  first-winter,  but  mantle  and  scapulars  brown,  edged  white,  and 
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head  and  underparts  also  heavily  marked.  Full  juvenile  has  never  been 
recorded  in  Britain  and  Ireland. 

The  Herring  Gull  problem 

First-year  and  second-year  Ring-billeds  may  be  confused  with  second-year 
and  third-year  Herring  Gulls  respectively,  both  of  which  can  show  a 
prominent  bill  band.  Herring  Gull  should,  however,  always  appear  large, 
bulky,  angular-headed,  heavy-billed  and  meaner-looking.  If  in  doubt, 
check  the  wing-coverts.  Second-year  Herring  shows  noticeable  brown 
barring  across  the  wing-coverts  (including  the  greater  coverts),  which  first- 
year  Ring-billed  lacks.  In  addition,  second-year  Herring  shows  rather 
mottled  tertials  and,  usually,  a pale  eye.  In  flight,  second-year  Herring 
Gull  shows  fairly  uniform  grey  inner  primaries,  producing  a grey  pale 
‘window’  extending  to  the  tips  of  the  feathers;  first-year  Ring-billed  Gull 
has  dark  sub-terminal  marks  on  these  feathers.  Third-year  Herrings  are 
also  easily  separated  as  they  retain  traces  of  dark  mottling  on  the  wing- 
coverts,  vestiges  of  immaturity  that  second-year  Ring-billed  would  never 
exhibit.  In  addition,  third-year  Herring  would  have  pinkish  legs,  whereas 
second-year  Ring-billed  would  show  greenish  or  yellowish  legs. 

Treatment  in  bird  reports 

It  is  hoped  to  analyse  the  patterns  of  records  of  this  species  periodically  in 
British  Birds , so  it  is  important  that  report  editors  publish  dates  in  full  and 
use  accurate  ageing  terminology:  individuals  left  unaged,  first-summers 
shown  as  ‘second-summers  and  references  to  ‘immatures’  will  not  be 
appreciated  by  those  who  undertake  the  analyses.  KEITH  VlNICOMBE 

11  Kennington  Avenue,  Bishopston,  Bristol  BS7  9EU 
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-|  C)  A The  bird  shown  in  plates  38  and  69  immediately  suggests  a 
X ZF  lark  or  bunting:  short  conical  bill,  streaked  upperparts  and 
general  stubby  appearance.  The  long  tertials  cloak  the  primaries, 
indicating  that  it  is  a pipit  or  a bunting.  The  open,  sandy  habitat 
favours  the  view  that  it  is  a lark.  Further,  the  tail  is  rather  too  short 
(compared  with  the  wings)  for  a bunting,  and  is  apparently  square,  or 
even  rounded,  whereas  most  buntings  show  a slight  fork.  This  leaves  us 


with  the  larks. 

No  trace  of  a crest  is  visible,  eliminating  the  skylarks  Alauda  and  the 
crested  larks  Galerida.  The  absence  of  pronounced  markings  on  breast 
and  wings  suggests  a Calandrella  or  Ammomanes , or  the  closely-related 
Dunn’s  Lark  Eremalauda  dunnv,  larks  in  the  genus  Melanocotypha  either 
have  dark  neck  patches  (e.g.  Calandra  M.  calandra  and  Bimaculated  Al. 
bimaculata)  or  white  wing  marks  (e.g.  White-winged  M.  leucoptera) , while 


[«n7.  Birds  8 1 : 134-137,  March  1988] 
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the  female  Black  Lark  M.  yeltoniensis  has  extensive  streaking  on  breast 
and  flanks. 

1 he  stance,  chubby  shape  and  streaky  upperparts  of  the  mystery  bird 
suggest  a Short-toed  Calandrella  brachydactyla  or  Lesser  Short-toed  Lark 
C.  mfescens,  and  the  outer  tail-feather  looks  darker  than  the  central  pair, 
perhaps  with  a pale  fringe:  features  shown  by  both  of  these  species. 
Lesser  Short-toed  seems  the  more  likely,  since  the  bird  lacks  a small 
dark  patch  on  the  side  of  the  neck,  which  is  usually  present  in  Short- 
toed. Instead,  faint  streaking  on  the  upper  breast  appears  to  extend  a 
little  down  the  sides  near  the  fold  of  the  wing,  recalling  Lesser  Short- 
toed. 

In  contrast,  Ammomanes  larks  have  almost  unstreaked  upperparts, 
while  the  tail  either  shows  a dark  bar  (Bar-tailed  Desert  Lark  A. 
cincturus)  or  the  central  tail  feathers  are  somewhat  darker  than  the 
outers  (Desert  Lark  A.  deserti).  Further,  Ammomanes  larks  and  Dunn's 
Lark  usually  exhibit  a longer-legged,  more  slender-bodied  aspect.  The 
face  markings  do,  however,  present  difficulties  with  a diagnosis  as 
Lesser  Short-toed  Lark.  The  mystery  bird  appears  to  have  a light  eye- 
ring and  a supercilium  extending  over  the  ear-coverts,  underlined  by  a 
dark  rim  and  streak.  There  are  also  traces  of  a dark  malar  stripe  and  a 
dark  moustachial  stripe.  Lesser  Short-toed  does  have  an  indistinct  pale 
eye-stripe  and  streaking  on  the  lores  and  ear-coverts,  but  these  do  not 
form  the  rather  distinctive  markings  seen  in  the  photograph.  Such 
markings  are,  however,  a prominent  feature  of  Dunn’s  Lark,  and  are 
among  the  first  characters  which  strike  the  eye  when  confronted  by  the 
latter  species.  The  bird  in  the  photograph,  taken  by  John  Palfery  in 
Saudi  Arabia  in  January  1985,  is  indeed  a Dunn's  Lark. 

Plates  38  and  71  show  the  bird  in  a rather  atypical  stance,  when  it 
could  well  be  taken  for  a Lesser  Short-toed.  In  the  field,  however,  the 
pinkish-sandv  coloration  of  the  western  race  dunni  resembles  an 
Ammomanes  rather  than  a Calandrella  (though  the  eastern  race  eremodites  is 
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70.  Dunn’s  Lark  Eremalauda  dunni,  Saudi 
Arabia,  January  1985  ( John  Palfery) 


71.  Dunn’s  Lark  Eremalauda  dunni , Saudi 
Arabia,  November  1983  (John  Palfery ) 


72.  Lesser  Short-toed  Lark  Calandrella 
rufescens  approaching  nest,  Jordan,  April 
1965  (Eric  & David  Hosking) 
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greyer),  and  in  life  the  streaking  is  less  obvious  than  in  a black-and- 
white  print.  Further,  Dunn’s  Lark  more  typically  adopts  the  stance 
shown  by  the  second  photograph  (plate  70),  when  it  resembles  an 
Ammomanes.  The  light  streaking  on  upperparts  and  upper  breast,  head 
markings  (which  give  the  impression  of  a large,  staring  eye)  and  tail 
pattern,  however,  should  distinguish  it  from  both  species  of  Ammomanes. 
Black  outer  margins  to  the  tail  contrast  with  reddish-brown  central 
feathers,  and  Dunn’s  Lark  does  not  show  the  extensive  pure  white  on 
the  outer  edges  of  the  outer  tail  feathers  which  is  so  obvious  on  Lesser 
Short-toed  Lark.  A further  useful  field  character,  not  obvious  in  the 
photographs,  is  the  large,  rather  bright,  yellow-orange  bill,  noticeably 
larger  than  that  of  an  Ammomanes , and  resembling  that  of  a Calandra 
Lark. 

This  little-known  species  was  previously  featured  in  a PhotoSpot 
(Brit.  Birds  78:  42)  and  its  identification  was  discussed  by  P.  D.  Round  and 
T.  A.  VV  alsh  ( Sandgrouse  3:  78-83).  A LAN  T VE 

2 School  Lane , King's  Ripton,  Huntingdon,  Cambridgeshire  PE17  2NL 


73.  Mystery  photograph  130.  Identify  the  species.  Answer  next  month 
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Young  Ornithologists  of  the  Year  Once  again,  British  Birds  was  the  sponsor  of  this  annual 
competition,  which  is  run  by  the  Young  Ornithologists’  Club,  the  junior  section  of  the 
RSPB.  The  general  standard  of  entries  in  the  intermediate  age-group  and,  especially,  the 
senior  age-group  was  even  higher  than  usual,  and  this  is  reflected  by  the  judges’  decision  to 
list  several  runners-up,  as  well  as  the  winners.  Entries  in  the  junior  age-group,  however,  were 
many  fewer  and  of  a lower  standard  than  in  past  years,  probably  as  a result  of  the  increasing 
emphasis  which  the  judges  have  placed  on  field  observations  and  field  notebooks. 

The  winners  and  runners-up  were  as  follows: 
simor  1st  Paul  Salaman  (Raynes  Park,  London) 

(13-18  years  old)  2nd  Guy  Thompson  (Malmesbury,  Wiltshire) 

3rd  Paul  Mead  (Ilford,  Essex) 

4th  Howard  T.  Vaughan  (Ilford,  Essex) 

5th  Eric  Lord  (Southport,  Merseyside) 

6th  Christopher  R.  Drake  (Dorchester,  Dorset) 

7th  Clive  Maxwell  (Billericay,  Essex) 

1st  Oscar  Campbell  (Lurgen,  Co.  Armagh) 

2nd  David  Aiming  (Deal,  Kent) 

3rd  James  Shand  (Dulwich,  London) 

4th  Jane  Reid  (Yarm,  Cleveland) 

NO  FIRST  PRIZE  AWARDED 

Consolation  prize:  Colin  Mackenzie  (Roy  Bridge,  Inverness-shire) 
The  two  winners,  Paul  Salaman  and  Oscar  Campbell,  will  each  receive  a free  one-year 
subscription  to  British  Birds  and  £65-worth  of  bird  books  or  equipment  of  their  choice. 
They  (and  also  the  second  in  the  high-quality  Senior  Section,  Guy  Thompson)  will  be 
presented  with  their  prizes  at  a special  ceremony.  The  runners-up  will  all  receive  an 
inscribed  book  as  a small  token  of  their  achievement. 

British  Birds  is  delighted  to  continue  sponsorship  of  this  competition,  aimed  at 
encouraging  young  birdwatchers  to  take  their  hobby  seriously.  The  Young  Ornitholo- 
gists’ Club  fosters  a responsible  attitude  among  those  who  are  destined  to  become  future, 
ornithologists  and  conservationists,  and  we  urge  all  readers  of  BB  to  encourage  young 
birdwatchers  whom  they  may  know  to  join  the  YOC.  The  address  is  YOC,  The  Lodge, 
Sandy,  Bedfordshire  SG19  2DI..  The  club  produces  an  excellent  magazine,  Bird  Life , edited 
by  Rob  Hume,  which  recently  won  the  top  award  as  ‘Consumer  Periodical  of  the  Year’ 
(Brit.  Birds  80:  390). 


INTERMEDIATE 
( 10-12  years  old) 


JUNIOR 

(6-9  years  old) 


Bird  Illustrator  of  the  Year  1988  The  closing  date  for  submission  of  entries  for  this 
annual  competition,  sponsored  by  KOWA  telescopes,  is  14th  March  1988.  The  full  rules 
were  published  on  page  32  of  the  January  issue. 

Change  of  address  of  ‘BB’  binders  Chapman  Brooks  Bookbinders  Ltd  have  moved  to 
173  Elmers  End  Road,  Beckenham,  Kent  BR3  4S7.  (telephone  01-650  5202). 

‘Seabirds’  delay  Christopher  Helm  has  informed  us  that,  owing  to  extraordinary 
demand,  Seabirds:  an  identification  guide  has  gone  out  of  print  temporarily;  new  stocks  should 
be  available  in  early  June. 

New  items  in  British  BirdShop  This  month,  we  have  added  the  following  items: 

Kettle  British  Bird  Songs  and  Calls  (2-cassette  pack  + booklet) 

Hall  & Govett  Where  to  Watch  Birds  in  Somerset.  Avon , Gloucestershire  & Wiltshire  (Christopher  Helm) 
The  following  special  offers  are  also  still  available  this  month:  (1)  The  ‘British  Birds’ 
Christopher  Helm  Collection;  (2)  ‘BWP’;  (3)  The  Birds  of  Africa',  (4)  Crows  of  the  World ; (5)  An 
Atlas  oj  Birds  of  the  Western  Palaearctic;  and  (6)  Frontiers  of  Bird  Identification. 

Please  use  the  British  BirdShop  forms  on  pages  vii  & viii. 
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^pbentp-fibr  pears  ago... 


‘For  a considerable  time  past  there  has  been  a general  impression  that  some  of  our  summer 
migrants  have  been  decreasing  in  numbers,  and  that  in  some  districts  certain  species  which 
were  common  a few  years  ago  are  becoming  less  common  every  vear.’  (Brit.  Birds  6:  296,  March 
1913) 

News  and  comment 


Mike  Everett  and  Robin  Prytherch 

Opinions  expressed  in  this  feature  are  not  necessarily  those  of  ‘British  Birds’ 


US  Chough  Hard  on  the  heels  of  the 
November  report  of  a Bald  Eagle  Haliaeetus 
leucocephalus  in  Co.  Kerry  comes  news  (from 
Dr  Noble  Proctor  in  Connecticut)  of  a 
Chough  Pyrrhocorax  pyrrhocorax  at  large  in 
New  England.  The  chances  of  either  bird 
having  crossed  the  Atlantic  other  than  with 
ship  assistance  must  be  remote,  and  in  the 
case  of  the  Chough  an  escape  from  captivity 
seems  more  likely.  Whatever  actually  hap- 
pened, no  doubt  the  old  arguments  about 
ship-assisted  passage  will  all  surface  again, 
and  the  usual  questions  about  admission  to 
‘Fists’  will  certainly  crop  up.  You  may  well 
say,  perhaps  with  some  justification,  ‘Who 
cares  anyway?’  You  may  even  feel,  as  the 
late  Ken  Williamson  did,  that  the  concept  of 
a ‘National  List’  is  wholly  unimportant;  or, 
on  the  other  hand,  you  may  be  a stickler  for 
the  ‘rules’  of  such  things.  Despite  the  BOL' 
Records  Committee  guidelines  (that  ships 
are  now  a part  of  the  environment),  the 
generally  held  view  among  birders  is  that 
‘ship-assisted’  birds  ‘don’t  count’ — even  if  it 
does  seem  somewhat  illogical  that  a bird 
which  is  lucky  enough  to  survive  because  it 
finds  a ship  in  mid  ocean  is  somehow  worth 
less  consideration  than  one  which  makes  it 


across  under  its  own  steam.  All  this  seems 
even  more  like  purism  gone  mad  when  you 
think  that  any  bird  arriving  in  Scilly  in 
autumn  will  be  ‘counted’,  on  the  theory  that 
transatlantic  vagrancy  does  happen; 
whether  some  of  these  birds  actually  hitched 
a ride  on  the  way  over  seems  to  lx-  conve- 
niently forgotten. 

Norman  Moore’s  book  a winner  A new 

award,  ‘The  Natural  World  Book  of  the  Year 
Award',  has  been  won  by  Dr  Norman 
Moore’s  The  Bird  of  Time:  the  science  and  politics 
of  nature  conservation , published  by  Cambridge 
University  Press.  As  one  of  the  judges,  Dr 
Franklyn  Perring,  says  in  the  Royal  Society 
for  Nature  Conservation's  magazine,  Natural 
World , ‘The  subtitle  . . . suggests  heavy  going 
but  Professor  Moore  has  a light  touch  . . . 
the  judges  were  unanimous  in  believ  ing  that 
here  was  a book  they  could  recommend  to 
all  readers  of  Natural  World.' 


Question  What  was  David  Tomlinson  Irv- 
ing to  photograph  in  Georgia,  USA,  in 
September  1987?  (Answer  on  next  page.) 
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News  and  comment 


Relief  for  Strangford  At  a time  when  so 
many  vitally  important  estuary  sites  are 
heavily  threatened  on  all  sides,  it  makes  a 
pleasant  change  to  record  a ‘plus’  situation 
at  Strangford  Lough,  Co.  Down.  This  has 
come  about,  as  it  happens,  in  several  ways. 
First,  and  most  importantly,  a tidal  barrage 
scheme  has  been  rejected,  basically  it  seems 
on  economic  grounds,  though  the  RSPB  was 
quick  to  point  out  to  the  Northern  Ireland 
Environment  Minister,  Richard  Needham, 
the  wisdom  of  his  decision  on  environmental 
grounds.  Next,  a scheme  to  set  up  a vast 
salmon-rearing  project  in  the  lough  was 
turned  down;  and,  finally,  a proposal  to 
reclaim  parts  of  the  mudflats  at  the  northern 
end  of  the  area  was  thrown  out  too.  While 
all  this  was  happening,  the  National  Trust, 
with  support  from  its  own  Enterprise  Nep- 
tune Fund,  the  Department  of  the  Environ- 
ment for  Northern  Ireland  and  the  World 
Wildlife  Fund,  were  able  to  buy  the  impor- 
tant Greyabbey  Bay  and  islands  area,  where 
they  had  already  held  shooting  rights  and  a 
lease  of  the  foreshore;  then  the  DoE’s 
Countryside  and  Wildlife  Branch  estab- 
lished a small  National  Nature  Reserve  at 
this  northern  end,  which,  perhaps,  will  grow 
in  size  in  the  years  ahead.  All  this  is 
excellent  and  reassuring  news  for  an  area 
which  meets  the  criteria  for  designation  as  a 
wetland  of  international  importance  under 
the  Ramsar  Convention  and  as  a Special 
Protection  Area  under  the  European  Direc- 
tive on  the  Conservation  of  Wild  Birds:  it 
holds  thousands  of  winter  waders  and  also 
the  bulk  of  the  pale-bellied  Brent  Geese 
Branta  bemicla  hrola  wintering  in  the  UK — 
some  15,000  of  them.  Perhaps  it  is  not  too 
much  to  hope  that  these  designations  will  be 
made  formally  in  the  near  future? 

Goodbye  to  the  Middle-Thames  NHS  The 

Middle-Thames  Natural  History  Society, 


founded  in  1947  (with  the  title  ‘Slough 
Natural  History  Society’),  was  disbanded  at 
the  end  of  October  1987,  following  a special 
general  meeting.  Many  ornithologists  and 
naturalists  in  the  parts  of  Buckinghamshire 
and  Berkshire  previously  covered  by  the 
Society  will  owe  a debt  of  gratitude  to  the 
succession  of  officers  and  recorders  who,  by 
their  volunteer  labours,  have  helped  to 
foster  interest  in,  and  study  of,  natural 
history  over  the  years. 

Good  news  from  Somerset  We  were  very 
pleased  to  learn  that  the  traditional  practice 
of  flooding  Southlake  Moor  (a  200-ha  SSSI 
on  the  Somerset  Levels)  is  to  continue  after" 
all,  reversing  an  earlier  decision  to  the 
contrary.  This  is  an  internationally  impor- 
tant wet  grassland  site,  which,  amongst 
other  things,  holds  very  large  numbers  of 
wintering  Bewick’s  Swans  Cygnus  columbianus 
and  Wigeons  Anas  penelope  and  is  of  very  high 
value  for  its  breeding  populations  of  Lap- 
wing Vanellus  vanellus , Redshank  Tringa  tota- 
nus,  Curlew  Numenius  arquata  and  Snipe 
Gallinago  gallinago.  Flooding  is  vital  to  the 
well-being  of  this  site,  and  the  Other)', 
Middlezoy  and  Westonzoyland  Internal 
Drainage  Board  is  to  be  congratulated  on  its 
change  of  heart.  As  the  Nature  Conservancy 
Council  has  been  quick  to  point  out,  this  is 
an  excellent  example  of  how  conservation 
and  farming  interests  can  work  together. 

Changes  of  Recorders  The  new  recorder 
for  the  old  county  of  Huntingdon  (now  part 
of  Cambridgeshire,  but  bird-recorded  sep- 
arately) is  John  Clark,  7 Westbrook,  Hilton, 
Huntingdon,  Cambs  PF.I8  9N\v.  Nick 
Dymond,  East  House,  South  Whiteness, 
Shetland  7.F.2  9ff,  has  taken  over  from 
Dennis  Coutts  as  Recorder  for  Shetland 
(except  Fair  Isle). 


Answer 

This  Sanderling 
Calidris  alba. 


November  reports 


Keith  Allsopp  arid  Ian  Dawson 

These  are  largely  unchecked  reports,  not  authenticated  records. 

Unless  otherwise  stated,  dates  refer  to  November  1987. 

.4m  anticyclone  covered  Britain  and  Ireland  during  the  first  week , with  resulting  quiet  and  mild  conditions. 
From  8th,  westerly  cyclonic  weather  ensued  as  the  pressure  declined.  The  dominant  warm,  wet,  westerly  air 
was,  however,  replaced  by  much  colder  Arctic  air  after  21st,  when  an  anticyclone  developed  over  the  mid 
Atlantic.  The  northerly  winds  turned  to  northeast  in  the  following  days,  after  which  calm,  foggy,  frosty  weather 
became  established  on  28th,  as  high  pressure  dominated  the  weather  once  more. 

Hapless  victims  of  nature 

Little  Auks  Alle  alle  always  give  the  impression  of  vulnerability  to  the 
forces  of  nature,  be  they  weather  or  predators,  but  they  are  successful  in 
their  own  habitat  in  the  Arctic.  Normally  feeding  in  cold,  plankton-rich 
waters,  they  avoid  the  warmer  waters  of  the  Gulf  Stream.  The  occasional 
influx  into  the  North  Sea,  caused  by  severe  wind  conditions,  as  repeatedly 
occurred  this  autumn,  driving  them  southeastwards  from  their  feeding 
grounds  off  Greenland,  may  trap  them  in  unsuitable  feeding  areas,  where 
they  become  progressively  weaker.  Several  thousands  probably  arrived  in 
the  North  Sea  in  late  October,  when  a few  were  seen  close  inshore.  In  early 
November,  50  to  60  per  hour  were  seen  passing  Sumburgh  Head 
(Shetland),  600  were  seen  at  Fifeness  (Fife)  on  8th,  and  onshore  winds 
brought  counts  of  up  to  300  at  Flamborough  (Humberside)  on  9th. 
Easterly  winds  did  not  return  until  23rd,  when  1,700  was  the  peak  count  at 


76.  I.ittle  Auk  Alle  alle,  Covenham  Reservoir,  Lincolnshire,  November  1987  ( Keith  Atkin) 
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Hartlepool  (Cleveland),  with  1,000  being  seen  both  at  nearby  Seaton 
Sluice  and  at  Whitburn  (Northumberland).  Some  ten  were  found  inland 
(plates  76  & 77),  but  few  were  seen  on  the  west,  coast. 


77.  Little  Auk  Atle  alle , Huttoft,  Lincolnshire,  November  1987  ( Michael  Tarrant) 


Divers  to  herons 

Very  few  divers  were  found  inland,  and  the 
only  notable  report  was  of  a White-billed 
Diver  Gavia  adamsii  flying  past  Spurn  Point 
(Humberside)  on  1st.  A Pied-billed  Grebe 
Podilymbus  podiceps  remained  at  Kenfig  Pool 
(Mid  Glamorgan)  throughout  the  month, 
four  single  Red-necked  Grebes  Podiceps grise- 
gena  were  found  in  southeast  England  from 
mid  month,  and  a concentration  of  eight 
Black-necked  Grebes  /'.  nigricollis  was  re- 
ported in  early  November  on  Staines  Reser- 
voir (Middlesex).  A Storm  Petrel  Hydrobales 
pelagicus  was  a late  stayer  in  Shetland  on  2nd, 
and  several  Leach’s  Petrels  Oceanodroma 
leucorhoa  were  seen  inshore,  mainly  on  west- 
ern coasts,  with  one  found  inland  at  the 
Cotswold  Water  Park  (Wiltshire)  on  15th.  A 
Night  Heron  Nycticorax  nycticorax  was  an 
unusual  garden  bird  at  East  Rudham  (Nor- 
folk) on  14th. 

Wildfowl 

Single  Bewick’s  Swans  Cygnus  columbianus 
were  rare  visitors  to  Shetland  (including  Fair 
Isle)  on  26th,  as  the  wintering  wildfowl 
continued  to  arrive.  By  25th,  34  Bean  Geese 
Anser /abatis  had  arrived  at  Buckenham  (Nor- 
folk), 26,000  Pink-footed  Geese  ,4. 
brachyrhynchus  were  estimated  to  be  in  South- 
east Scotland,  and  11,400  Barnacle  Geese 
Branta  leucopsis  were  at  Caerlaverock  (Dum- 


fries & Galloway),  120  of  the  last  species 
visiting  Upper  Biltel  Reservoir  (Worcester- 
shire) on  16th.  Three  American  Wigeons 
Anas  americana  stayed  throughout  the  month 
in  Ireland,  and  two  reports  came  from 
southern  England,  at  Lodmoor  (Dorset) 
until  13th  and  in  the  Reading  (Berkshire) 
area  from  21st;  also,  a Garganey  ,4.  quer- 
quedula  was  still  to  be  found  on  Belfast 
Lough  (Co.  Down)  throughout  the  month. 
Records  of  Red-crested  Pochards  Netta 
rufina  have  been  increasing  annually,  and 
eleven  reports  this  month  is  no  longer 
exceptional.  A brief  visit  to  Drift  Reservoir 
(Cornwall)  by  a Canvasback  Aythya  valisineria 
sent  pulses  racing  on  15th.  Three  Ring- 
necked Ducks  ,4.  collaris  included  a female  at 
Cheddar  Reservoir  (Somerset)  from  mid 
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78  & 79.  Bald  Eagle  Haliaeetus  leucocephalus, 
Co.  Kerry,  November  1987  (Richard  T.  Mills) 


month.  Four  Ferruginous  Ducks  .1.  nyroca 
were  reported.  Among  the  20,000  Eiders 
Somateria  mollissima  counted  off  Tayport 
(Tayside)  on  21st,  there  was  a splendid 
drake  King  Eider  S.  spectabi/is , and  Surf 
Scoters  Melanitta  perspicillata  were  noted  at 
Rattray  Head  (Grampian),  with  one  on  9th, 
and  at  Strumble  Head  (Dyfed),  with  four  on 
13th.  The  usual  wildfowl  ‘tickability’  prob- 
lem concerned  many  watchers  of  a Barrow’s 
Goldeneye  Rucephala  islandica  at  Wheldrake 
Ings  (South  Yorkshire)  from  2nd  to  14th: 
was  it  wild  or  an  escape? 

Raptors  to  cranes 

A juvenile  Bald  Eagle  Haliaeetus  leucocephalus 
at  Gastleisland  (Co.  Kerry),  from  17th  into 
December  (plates  78  & 79),  provided  both 
identification  and  listing  problems,  until  it 
was  returned  to  the  USA  by  courtesy  of  ,4er 
l Angus. 

At  Tregaron  (Dyfed),  34  Red  Kites  M ileus 
milvus  were  the  estimated  wintering  popula- 
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lion,  and  a single  was  seen  at  Wickham 
Market  (Suffolk)  on  1st.  Also  at  Tregaron 
was  a White-tailed  Eagle  Haliaeetus  albicil/a 
on  21st  and  five  Hen  Harriers  Circus  cyaneus. 
The  only  report  of  a Rough-legged  Buzzard 
Buteo  lagopus  was  from  Woodwalton  Fen 
(Cambridgeshire).  After  this  autumn’s  in- 
flux, one  more  Spotted  Crake  Porzana  por- 
zana  was  seen  at  Pagham  Harbour  (West 
Sussex)  on  2nd,  and  a Crane  Grus  grus  stayed 
at  Caerlaverock  during  the  month. 

Waders 

The  autumn  wader  passage  dwindled  to  a 
trickle.  A White-rumped  Sandpiper  Calidris 
fuscicollis  was  still  on  Hayle  Estuary  (Corn- 
wall) on  1st,  and  a Purple  Sandpiper  C. 
maritima  was  inland  at  Pitsford  Reservoir 
(Northamptonshire)  on  13th.  Yet  another 
Great  Snipe  Gallinago  media  was  found  on 
Fair  Isle,  on  6th,  and  the  numbers  of  vagrant 
Long-billed  Dowitchers  Limnodromus  scolo- 
paceus  this  autumn  grew,  with  another  five 
sightings.  A Lesser  Yellowlegs  Tiinga flavipes 
was  seen  at  Sandwich  Bay  (Kent)  on  22nd, 
and  a Red-necked  Phalarope  Phalaropus 
lobatus  remained  at  Staines  Reservoir  until 
8th. 

Skuas,  gulls  and  terns 
A late  Long-tailed  Skua  Stercorarius  longi- 


caudus  was  seen  at  Cheddar  Reservoir 
(Somerset)  on  29th,  and  Great  Skuas  S.  skua 
were  still  hunting  along  the  Norfolk  coast, 
with  13  sightings  on  20th.  Mediterranean 
Gulls  Lams  melanocephalus  continue  to  be 
found  among  roosting  flocks  across  Eng- 
land, with  23  being  reported,  and  an  im- 
pressive late-November  passage  of  Little 
Gulls  L.  minutus  was  noted  off  the  Channel 
Islands,  with  between  500  and  1,000 
counted  per  day.  A lingering  Sabine’s  Gull 
L.  sabini  was  at  Chew  V'alley  Lake  (Avon)  on 
1st,  and  the  six  Ring-billed  Gulls  /..  delawar- 
ensis  reported  (plates  80-83)  were  all  in 


80.  Ring-billed  Gull  Lams  delawarensis,  Avon,  November  1987  ( Brian  E.  Slade) 
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81  & 82.  Ring-hilled  Gull  Lams  delawarensis 
in  throw-back  display  (left)  and  flight, 
Merseyside,  November  1987  (A  Rryee) 

western  and  southern  coastal  areas.  A few 
Iceland  Gulls  L.  glaueoides  appeared  in  the 
south  after  the  arrival  of  the  cold  weather  on 
21st,  with  even  fewer  Glaucous  Gulls  /.. 
hyperboreus.  A Ross’s  Gull  Rhodostethia  rosea 
was  a good  record  off  Hartlepool  (Cleve- 
land) on  24th,  and  the  Forster’s  Tern  Sterna 
forsteri  on  Anglesey  (Gwynedd)  stayed 
through  the  month. 

Larks  and  swallows 

Shore  Larks  Eremophila  alpestri.s  were  scarce, 
nine  at  Barmston  (Humberside)  being  the 
largest  flock  reported.  Four  Swallows  Hirun- 
do  rustica  were  still  in  Cumbria  on  10th,  but 


the  commoner  species  was  Red-rumped 
Swallow  H.  daurica.  Nine  reports  came  from 
England,  five  from  Scotland  and  two  from 
Ireland,  the  latest  being  on  25th  at  South- 
wold  (Suffolk);  a remarkable  year  for  this 
vagrant. 

Pipits 

A further  five  Richard’s  Pipits  Anthus 
novaeseelandiae  were  reported,  one  still  pre- 
sent in  the  Isles  of  Scilly  on  25th.  A very  late 
Tawny  Pipit  .4.  campestris  visited  Fair  Isle  on 
10th;  one  Olive-backed  Pipit  .4.  bodgsoni  was 
still  to  be  found  in  Orkney  on  6th;  and  a 
Water  Pipit  .4.  spinoletta  was  reported  from 
Scilly  on  27th. 

Thrushes 

Late  passage  included  a Bluethroat  Luscinia 
svecica  in  Orkney  on  16th,  and  there  was  a 
Stonechat  Saxicola  torquala  of  one  of  the 
eastern  races  maura/ stejnegeri  in  Scilly.  Much 
rarer,  a Pied  Wheatear  Oenanthe  pleschanka 
appeared  briefly  at  Foreness  Point  (Kent)  on 
7th,  with  a further  report  of  one  at  Guernsey 
Airport  (Channel  Islands)  on  8th  and  9th. 
The  Nearctic  visitors  on  Lundy  (Devon), 
namely  the  Swainson's  Thrush  Catharus 
ustulatus  and  the  Veery  C.  fusee  seen  s,  re- 
mained until  8th,  and,  from  Siberia,  another 
Black-throated  Thrush  Turdus  mpcollis  was 
found,  in  Shetland  on  1 1th. 


83.  Ring-billed  (bill  Lams  delawarensis,  Merseyside,  November  1987  (Star  Young) 
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Warblers  and  flycatchers 
By  8th,  the  third  Dartford  Warbler  Sylvia 
undata  of  late  autumn  had  been  found  at 
Dungeness  (Kent),  and  another  was  seen  at 
Felixstowe  Ferry  (Suffolk)  on  29th  and  30th. 
The  late-autumn  invasion  of  Pallas’s  Warb- 
lers Phylloscopus  proregulus  continued,  with  the 
records  biased  towards  southern  England. 
Ten  were  found  on  the  British  east  coast, 
with  nine  of  these  in  East  Anglia,  a further 
nine  on  the  British  south  and  west,  and  Irish 
south  coasts,  one  in  Shetland,  and  two 
inland,  at  Droitwich  (Worcestershire)  on 
17th  and  at  Market  Drayton  (Shropshire)  on 
18th.  A further  eight  Yellow-browed  Warb- 
lers P.  inomatus  were  found  up  to  14th,  with 
seven  Dusky  Warblers  P.  fuscatus  in  the 
same  period  (plate  84).  Three  Red-breasted 
Flycatchers  Ficedula  parva  were  belated  arri- 
vals on  1st. 

Shrikes 

An  Isabelline  Shrike  Lanius  isabellinus  was 
identified  at  Wells  (Norfolk)  on  1st  (plates 
85  & 86),  where  it  stayed  until  5th.  On  7th, 
the  same  individual  was  located  at  Wem- 
bury  (Devon),  finally  being  seen  on  17th. 
Great  Grey  Shrikes  L.  excubitor  were  not 
commonly  reported:  some  six  sightings 
only,  all  in  England. 

Starlings,  finches  and  buntings 
A Rose-coloured  Starling  Stumus  roseus, 
present  from  17th  October  at  Christmas  Pie 
(Surrey),  fed  in  a private  garden,  the  owners 
generously  allowing  visitors  to  view  the  bird 
(plate  87),  which  stayed  until  24th.  Another 
stayed  in  Scilly  from  5th  to  23rd.  Those 
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85  8c  86.  Isabelline  Shrike  Lanius  isabellinus, 
Norfolk,  November  1987  (RegJ.  Mellis) 

87.  Rose-coloured  Starling  Stumus  roseus, 
Surrey,  November  1987  (RegJ.  Mellis) 


islands  also  hosted  a Serin  Serinus  serinus 
from  1st  to  7th.  An  influx  of  Lapland 
Buntings  Calcarius  lapponicus  occurred  at  the 
end  of  the  month,  flocks  of  50  being  re- 
ported from  Sandwich  Bay  (Kent)  and 
Aberlady  Bay  (Lothian).  Hocks  of  300  Snow 
Buntings  Plectrophenax  nivalis  were  seen  in 
Orkney  and  at  Lough  Foyle  (Co.  London-  . 
derry),  and  there  were  several  records  of  one 
or  two  inland.  Rare  species  continued  to 
appear,  with  further  Pine  Buntings  Emberiza 
leucocephalos,  in  Orkney  from  3rd  to  9th,  and 
on  Fair  Isle  on  12th;  a Rustic  Bunting  E. 
mslica  at  Upton  Warren  on  7th;  two  Little 
Buntings  E.  pusilla  on  3rd  and  8lh  in 
Orkney;  and  a Yellow-breasted  Bunting  E. 
aureola  at  the  Alt  Estuary  (Lancashire)  on 
17th. 


84.  Dusky  Warbler  Phylloscopus  fuscatus, 
Norfolk,  November  1987  (Steve  Young) 
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Monthly  marathon 

SpOnSOred  by 

Without  Hadoram  Shirihai’s  paper  (Brit.  Birds 
80:  473-482),  how  many  entrants  would  have 
named  the  bird  in  plate  338  in  the  December 
1987  issue  as  an  Upcher  s Warbler  Hippolais 
languida?  That  bird  was  competitors'  most  popu- 
lar choice: 

Upcher’s  Warbler  Hippolais  languida  (72%) 

Olivaceous  Warbler  H.  pallida  ( 1 6%) 

Marsh  Warbler  Acrocephalus palustris  (4%) 

Olive-tree  Warbler  H.  olivetorum  (2%) 

Melodious  Warbler  H.  polyglotta  (1%) 

Other  species  mentioned  included  Booted  Warbler  H.  caligala,  Barred  Warbler  Syh'ia 
nisoria , Garden  Warbler  S.  borin  and  Rose-coloured  Starling  Stumus  roseus. 


1 48  Monthly  marathon 

Upcher’s  Warbler  was  the  correct  answer.  It  was  photographed  in 
Israel  by  Hadoram  Shirihai  in  May  1987.  Once  again,  ‘the  Portland 
Prodigy’,  Graham  Walbridge,  gave  the  right  answer,  and,  with  a seven- 
in-a-row  sequence,  now  has  just  three  more  to  go  before  he  wins  the 
SUNBIRD  holiday  in  Africa,  Asia  or  North  America.  His  closest 
pursuers — hoping,  no  doubt,  that  he  fails  with  one  of  those  three — are 
the  48  entrants  who  have  so  far  each  achieved  three  consecutive  correct 
identifications.  This  month’s  puzzle  picture  appears  below  (plate  88). 
As  usual,  discovering  the  correct  identification  may  be  a matter  of  pure 
skill  or  may  also  involve  guesswork  and  some  luck.  Have  a go! 


88.  Second  ‘Monthly  marathon’  competi- 
tion. Photograph  number  11.  Identify  the 
species.  Read  the  rules  on  page  49  in  the 
January  1988  issue,  then  send  in  your 
answer  on  a postcard  to  Monthly  Marathon, 
Fountains,  Park  Lane,  Blunham,  Bedford 
mk44  3nj,  to  arrive  by  15th  April  1988 


Recent  reports 


Compiled  by  Mark  Boyd 

This  summary  covers  the  period  18th  January  to  14th  February  1988 


White-billed  Diver  Gavia  adamsii  St  Ives  Bay 
(Cornwall),  from  8th  February. 

American  Wigeon  Anas  americana  Rostellan 
(Co.  Cork),  throughout;  Wimbleball  Lake 
(Somerset),  throughout;  Minsmere  (Suf- 
folk), two  on  27th-28th  January. 

Falcated  Duck  Anas  f ale  ala  Thrapston/ 
Ringstead  Gravel-pits  (Northamptonshire), 
throughout. 

Ring-necked  Duck  Aythya  collaris  Timsbury 
Gravel-pits  (Hampshire),  throughout; 
Lough  Corbet  (Co.  Down),  throughout. 
Lesser  Scaup  Aythya  q/finis  Lough  Corbet, 
from  13th  February,  with  several  Aythya 
hybrids  nearby  for  comparison. 

Crane  Grus  grus  Ballycotton  (Co.  Cork),  two 
throughout. 

Spotted  Sandpiper  Actitis  macularia  Seaview 


(Isle  of  Wight),  throughout;  Plymouth 
(Devon),  from  20th  January. 

Laughing  Gull  Larus  atricilla  Penmaenmawr, 
lit li- 1 3th  February. 

Slender-billed  Gull  L arus  genei  Bamburgh 
(Northumberland),  reported  14th  February. 
Great  Grey  Shrike  Lanius  excubitor  Wood- 
bury Common  (Devon),  throughout;  Snod- 
land  (Kent),  from  24th  January;  Turville 
(Buckinghamshire),  from  7th  February; 
Rattceby  Common  (Lincolnshire),  through- 
out. 

Dipper  Cinclus  cinclus  Nominate,  black- 
bellied  race,  Sopwell  (Hertfordshire),  from 
23rd. 

Yellow-browed  Warbler  Phylloscopus  inoma- 
tus  Ashby  de  la  /ouch  (Leicestershire),  from 
31st  January. 


COMING  SOON  FROM  OXFORD 


The  latest  volume  in  a superb  and  highly  acclaimed  series — an 
indispensable  source  of  reference  for  the  professional  scientist  and 

the  amateur  ornithologist 

Handbook  of  the  Birds  of  Europe, 
the  Middle  East,  and  North  Africa 

The  Birds  of  the  Western  Palearctic 

Volume  V:  Tyrant  Flycatchers  to  Thrushes 

Edited  by  the  late  Stanley  Cramp  (Chief  Editor) 

This  authoritative  work  of  reference  has  been  planned  to  take  account  of  the 
great  advances  that  have  been  made  in  ornithological  knowledge  since  the 
publication  of  the  Handbook  of  British  Birds  (1938-41). 

The  new  Handbook  covers  the  whole  of  the  Western  Palearctic,  which 
includes  all  Europe;  the  Middle  East  to  Turkey,  Iraq,  and  Jordan;  and  Africa 
south  to  about  19°N. 


The  seven  volumes  will  contain: 


m 


coverage  of  over  760  species  of  birds  occurring  in  the  region;  (116  species 
are  contained  in  Volume  V,  the  first  of  three  covering  the  passerines) 


full  descriptions  of ; 
characters,  habitat, 
pattern 
measure 

des 
head! 


breeding  species,  with  sections  on  field 
on,  mortality  and  longevity,  population,  social 

breeding,  food,  voice,  plumages,  moults, 

, structure,  and  geographical  variation 


migration  and  accidental  species  under  the  relevant 


commissioned  colour  plates  (the 
,Ott,  Hilary  Bum,  Philip  Burton,  Alan 

urel  Tucker,  and  D.  I.  M.  Wallace) 


■ illustrations  i 
artists  for  Volume  V axe 
Harris,  Viggo&e^ 

■ colour  plates  of  eggs,  black-and-white  illustrations,  and  many  text-figures 
showing  such  features  as  display  postures,  voice  sonograms  and 
melograms,  and  annual  cycles 

■ bibliography  and  indexes  in  each  volume 

'This  almost  incomparable  work  of  reference  A wholly  praiseworthy 
project,  unique  within  this  half  century.’  New  Scientist 

Contents:  Deutero-Oscines’:  Tyranm:  Family  Tyranmdae;  Passeres 
or  Oscines;  Family  Alaudidae;  Family  Hirundmidae;  Family 
Motacillidae;  Family  Pycnonotidae;  Family  Bombycillidae;  Family 
Cinclidae;  Family  Troglodytidae;  Family  Mimidae;  Family 
Prunellidae;  Family  Turdidae:  Subfamily  Turdinae. 

ill  I 

0 19  857508  4, 1,076  pages,  54  pages  of  colour  plates,  over  500 
drawings,  180  maps,  April  1988  £75.00 
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OXFORD  UNIVERSITY  PRESS 


IX 


STEP  INTO 
SPRING  WITH 
BINOCULARS  AND  TELESCOPES 

Our  recommended  instruments  are  rigorously  field  tested  in  the  severest 
conditions  throughout  Cornwall  - sea-watching,  migrant  hunting,  reservoir 
watching,  breeding  bird  surveys,  estuary  counts,  and  yes  - even  the 
occasional  twitch.  We  guarantee  you  detailed  individual  attention  to  ensure 
you  get  the  best  for  your  budget  and  requirements.  OUR  ADVICE  IS 
BASED  ON  FIELD  EXPERIENCE  - NOT  PROFIT  MARGINS.  If  you  buy  at 
the  cheapest  price  you  can  expect  the  cheapest  back-up,  or  more  likely  no 
back-up  at  all.  Buy  from  us  and  we  will  give  every  assistance  to  keep  you 
watching  in  the  case  of  mishap,  plus  guaranteed  part  exchange  if  you 
subsequently  upgrade  your  equipment. 


FOR  HONEST  ADVICE  WITH  GREAT  BACK-UP 

PHONE  REDRUTH  (0209)  210060 

SCOPES  - WE  KEEP  YOU  WATCHING 
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WORLDWIDE  BIRDING  1988 


Darwin’s  Galapagos 

F alkland  Islands 

Zimbabwe 

Papua  New  Guinea 

Madagascar  & Mauritius 

Thailand 


29  March/ 17  days  £1830 

4 & 1 8 February/ 1 8 days  £2499 

7 October/ 1 7 days  £1575 

10  August/25  days  £3855 

14  November/22  days  £2495 

7 December/ 15  days  £1495 


All  of  our  bird  tours  are  carefully  organised  to  include  other 
facets  of  the  countries  being  visited,  such  as  the  wildlife  and 
culture.  All  groups  are  small  and  all  escorted  locally  or  from 
London  by  naturalist  leaders. 

Contact  us  for  your  copy  of  our  beautiful  1988  brochure. 


Twickers  World  / 


22 CHURCH  STREET.TWICKENHAM 

01-892  '7506/ 8164 

24  HR  BROCHURE:  01-892  7851  ABTA/IATA/PATA 


ORNITHOLIDAYS 
1988 


MEMBER  OF  THE  ASSOCIATION  OF 
BRITISH  TRAVEL  AGENTS 


Holidays  Organised 
by  Birdwatchers  for  Birdwatchers 

Twenty-three  years’  service  to  birdwatchers  & naturalists 
Programme  will  include: 


Jamaica 

Kenya 

Okavango  Delta 

Ethiopia 

Etosha 

Morocco 

The  Seychelles 

N.  India  & the  Himalayas 

Tiger  Special  - India 


Malawi 

Tanzania 

Vancouver  & the  Rockies 

The  Galapagos 

Thailand 

Jordan 

Israel 

Turkey 

Cyprus 


N.  E.  Greece 
Yugoslavia 
Lake  Neusiedl 
The  Camargue 
The  Roussillon 
S.  W.  Spain 
Majorca 
Andorra 

Spanish  Pyrenees 


Write  or  ’phone  for  a brochure  to: 

LAWRENCE  G.  HOLLOWAY 

ORNITHOLIDAYS 

DEPT  2,  1-3  VICTORIA  DRIVE,  BOGNOR  REGIS,  WEST  SUSSEX,  P021  2PW 
Tel:  0243  821 230  (D273)  ATOL  LICENCE  No  743 


MEMBER 


J*,  ' 

YOUR 

GUARANTEE 


l 


FOCALPOINT 


Deal  with  birdwatchers  who  understand  your  requirements 


LEITZ  Binoculars 

Beautifully  made  precision  instruments  With 
contrast,  resolution,  flatness  ol  field,  true 


internal  focusing  design,  and  climate  resist- 
ance which  are  unsurpassed  And  all  within  a 
compact  lightweight  design1 
As  used  by  both  principals  of  Focalpoint- 
and  many  thousands  of  discerning  birders 
throughout  the  world 


10x40  BAN 
8x40  BA 
7x42  BA 
8x32  BA 
10  x 25  BCA 
8x20  BCA 
Case  (Trmovids) 
Case  (Miniatures) 


m 

-<■  ZD  £12 

^r-S'L  _ 

Fn 

m 5 ^ CO 

2 o -< 

O m 

m , O 


£ 

499 

469 

469 

429 

245 

235 

31 

14 


KOWA  Main  Stockists 

TSN-1  (45°)  « 

TSN-2  (straight)  o 

TSN-3  (45°  Fluorite) 

TSN-4  (sir  Fluorite)  § 

TS1  (45°)  T 

TS2  (straight) 

TS6  (compact)  5 

TS7  (45°)  * 

TS9  (20  x 50)  •* 

All  eyepieces  photo-adaptors  and  cases 
from  stock 

KOWA  10  x 50  binocular  £149 
Upgrade  your  existing  TSN-1  2 for  the  new 
TSN-3/ 4 models  You  need  only  exchange 
the  body  all  eyepieces,  cases  etc  are 
interchangeable. 


QUESTAR 

- Mirror  Scopes 
From  £1,500 

NIKON  Fieldscope  system 
trom  stock  - ask  for  a quote 


NEW!  superb  SKUA  cases  tor 
KOWA  TSN  & TS 
(trade  enquiries  are  also  welcome) 


BIRDGUIDES 

All  1988  holidays  now  full. 
Please  ask  to  go  on  our  mailing 
list  for  future  trips 
(Venezuela.  Gambia.  Maiorca 
and  similar!) 


MAIL  ORDER 
SPECIALIST 
P/P  & INS  FREE' 


REPAIRS  & 
SERVICING 


TONY  & ENID  MURPHY 

FOCALPOINT 

14  Cogshall  Lane,  Comberbach, 
Northwich,  Cheshire  CW9  6BS 

Telephone:  0606  891 098  (D284) 


PHONE  FOR 
PRICES  AND 
DIRECTIONS 


OPEN  9 30-530 
MON  -FRI 
SAT  930-400 
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Special 


1988 


Interest 


ORNITHOLOGY  HOLIDAYS 

This  year  our  expert  tour  leaders  take  you  to: 


BUDAPEST  & SZEGED 
HUNGARY 

This  tour  caters  for  both  the  experi- 
enced birdwatching  traveller  in  search 
of  new  species  and  the  casual  birder 
wishing  to  broaden  his  knowledge. 
Group  permits  will  allow  us  access  to 
several  sites  which  are  usually  out  of 
bounds  and  there  will  also  be  an 
opportunity  to  meet  and  speak  to  a 
number  of  local  birdwatchers  in  the 
area. 

DEPARTS:  9 MAY  (11  DAYS) 

PRICE:  £699  (£215  single  suppl.) 


ABRUZZI  NATIONAL  PARk 
ITALY 

Situated  in  the  Appenine  range  of 
central  Italy  this  park  contains  within 
its  rugged  peaks  and  gorges  a tremen- 
dous range  of  different  species.  The 
whole  tour  is  essentially  a walking  one, 
based  in  the  national  park  and  conclud- 
ing with  an  exploration  of  the  various 
habitats  of  Abruzzi. 


DEPARTS:  10  JUNE  (13  DAYS) 
PRICE:  £850  (£100  single  suppl.) 


For  further  details  send  for  our  brochure: 

St.  James  Court,  45  Buckingham  Gate,  London  SW1E  6AF 
Tel:  01-931  9106 


Founded  1758 
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heron  optical 


For  a great  deal  on  binoculars  and  telescopes  — 
look  no  further  than  Heron  Optical. 

V\/e  offer  a wide  choice  with  something  to  suit 


everyone  from  pocket  sized  monoculars  to  full 
specification  telescopes. 

There’s  a range  of  prices  too,  from  the  popular, 
budget  priced  Heron  models  to  the  more  lavish  Carl 
Zeiss  etc. 

Full  details  can  be  found  in  our  FREE  illustrated 


Heron  catalogue. 

Best  Buy  Binoculars 

Habicht  Diana  £351 .00 

Optolyth  Alpin  (10x4  OBGA)  £185.00 

Carl  Zeiss  10x40  BGAT 

(Rubber  Armoured/Close  Focus)  Phone! 

Best  Buy  Telescopes 

Bushnell  Spacemaster  (20-60)  Zoom  £1 99.00 

Optolyth  30x75  (Rubber  Armoured)  £290.00 


And  Remember  — We  also  stock  Barbour  clothing, 
ideal  for  birdwatching,  country  walking,  etc. 


“I  can  only  compliment  the 
manufacturers  on  producing 
such  a good,  low-cost  telescope.” 
(British  Birds  Vol  79  No  10 
October  1986). 


MERLIN  Series  Short  Tube 
Straight  Through  Spotting 
Scopes  - 50mm /60mm /75mm. 


This  compact,  all  purpose 
spotting  scope  is  ideal  for  field 
use.  Includes  standard  thread 
tripod  mount  and  fully  coated 
optics.  Comes  complete  with 
20  x /25x  /30x  eyepiece  and 
protective  lens  caps.  Inter- 
changeable eye-pieces  available. 

The  Mirador  factory  in  Tokyo 
has  been  producing  fine  optical 
equipment  for  the  world’s  more 
serious  birdwatchers  since  1 951 . 

For  full  information  just  send 
an  s.a.e.  to: 

I VIII  UVIV/I 

55  Brewery  Road, 

London  N7  9QU 
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APRIL  PUBLICATION 


Birds  of  the 
Middle  East  and 
North  Africa 

by  P.  A.  D.  Hollom 

R.  F.  Porter, 

S.  Christensen 
and  Ian  Willis 

This  long-awaited  companion 
bird-guide  includes  all  known  breeding, 
wintering,  migratory  and  accidental 
species  in  the  region,  from  Morocco  to 
Iran  and  Arabia.  Over  700  species  are 
covered,  of  which  Ian  Willis  illustrates 
more  than  350  species  in  colour, 
showing  sex,  age  and  seasonal 
differences  where  appropriate;  in 
addition  there  are  many  black  and 
white  identification  drawings  in  the  text. 
The  latter  treats  identification  with 
especial  thoroughness  in  the  species 
accounts  but  there  are  also  sections  for 
voice,  habitat  and  status. 

A special  feature  is  the  510  two-colour 
breeding  distribution  maps  which 
provide  more  up  to  date  information 
than  is  to  be  found  in  any  comparable 
source. 

The  authors  have  long  associations 
with  the  region  and  this  distillation  of 
their  knowledge  and  expertise  has 
provided  a much  needed  guide  of 
unequalled  excellence. 

22  x 14cm,  280  pages  plus  40  colour 
plates,  distribution  maps,  many  line 
illustrations,  £14.00  net 

T & A D POYSER 

<d:?03) 
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Leading  specialists  in  high  quality  Wide  range- 

BINOCULARS  - TELESCOPES  I°P  ■ 


Select  from  the  World's  finest  Optical  instruments 
ZEISS  (WEST)  • LEITZ  • HABICHT  • NIKON 
OPTOLYTH  • KOWA  • SWIFT 
HARTMANN  • ADLERBLICK  • BRESSER 
BAUSCH  & LOMB  • BUSHNELL  • OPTICRON 
ZEISS  (EAST)  • MIRADOR  • SLIK  TRIPODS 


Discount  prices 

* We  now  have  our  own 
conservation  area  of  2%  acres 
of  young  woodland,  and  a 
large  pool  to  increase  your 
enjoyment  of  a visit  to  our 
showroom. 

FREE  PARKING 


...  . , i.  ■ Open  Mon  Sat  10am  — 5pm  "H" 

Write  or  phone  NOW  for  current  prices!  mail  order  free  e&oe 

^Church  Lane,  Corley,  Coventry  CV7  8BA  | 0676-40501  ^ 


Cyan  us  Wildlife 


Spring  tours  include 
ZIMBABWE  £1690, 
HUNGARY  £590, 
AUSTRIA  £660, 

SOVIET  ASIA  & SIBERIA  £1,275. 

Other  departures 
later  in  the  year  to 
NEPAL,  CAMARGUE, 
ARIZONA,  KENYA,  BHUTAN, 
GALAPAGOS,  ETHIOPIA  and 
FALKLAND  ISLANDS 


For  further  details  contact: 

Cygnus  Wildlife  Holidays 
96  Fore  Street 
Kingsbridge 
S Devon  TQ7  1 PY 
Tel:  (0548)  6178 
Telex:  45772 
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THE  BERNARD  KING 
ORNITHOLOGICAL 
LIBRARY 

To  be  sold  at  Auction  on 

Tuesday  15th  March  1988 

at  1 1 am 

This  well  known  West  Country 
Library  consists  of  several 
thousand  books  and  journals  in- 
cluding titles  by:  Bannerman;  Ali; 
Brown;  Cooper;  Dillon;  Demen- 
tov;  Delacour;  Forshaw;  Havers- 
chmidt;  Meinertzhagen;  Mack- 
werth;  Murphy;  Rand;  Vaurie. 
Complete  set  of  British  Birds',  Biistol 
Ornithology ; 25  N.N.  1st  edns; 
Somerset  Birds;  Florida  Naturalist;  etc. 

Catalogues  (£2  by  post)  from: 

The  Penzance  Auction  House 
Alverton 
Penzance 

Cornwall  TR18  4RE 
Telephone:  (0736)  61414 
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The 

tIRDSof 

FRICA 

Volume  1 1 1 


• PARROTS  TO  WOODPECKERS  • 

Edited  by 

C.  HILARY  FRY  • STUART  KEITH 
EMIL  K.  URBAN 
Colour  Plates  by 
Martin  Woodcock 
Line  Drawings  by  Ian  Willis 
Acoustic  References  by 
Claude  Chappuis 


£71.50  Pre-publication  price  £60.00 

Pre-publication  price  is  valid  until  IS  June,  1988 

c. 600pp.,  310  x 244mm,  32  colour 
plates,  numerous  line  drawings  and 
distribution  maps.  ISBN:  0.12.137303.7. 
Offer  Price  of  £180.00  Volumes  I -III 
for  orders  received  before  15  June,  1988 


Review  of  Volume  I: 

“ The  quality  and  scope  of  the  text  and  illustra- 
tions in  this  first  volume  augur  well  for  the 
whole  series.  I wholeheartedly  recommend  it  to 
anyone  with  any  interest  in  the  birds  of  Africa.” 
Peter  Olney  in  New  Scientist 
Review  of  Volume  II: 

“This  second  volume  reinforces  the  impression 
gained  from  Volume  I that  this  handbook  is 
destined  to  become  the  standard  work  for  the 
continent,  and  as  such  is  indispensable  to 
anyone  with  an  interest  in  African  birds.” 

Iain  Robertson  in  British  Birds 


For  further  information  on  this 
title  please  write  to: 
Academic  Press, 

Marketing  Department, 
Harcourt  Brace  Jovanovich  Ltd., 

1 Vincent  Square, 

London  SW1P  2PN,  UK. 

Prices  subject  to  change  without  notice 
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CRYING  OUT  for 
a good  birding  — _*■ 

holiday  in  •*.- 

SCOTLAND? 

LINNAEA  TOURS  offers: 

• Approximately  1 15  breeding  species 
in  a 12  mile  radius  of  home  base. 

• Comfortable  country  house  accom- 
modation with  single  rooms  avail- 
able and  quality  meals  served. 

• Guided  day  trips  into  Angus,  Perth- 
shire and  Kincardine  using  a large 
car. 

• Maximum  groups  of  six. 

• One  week  including  accommoda- 
tion, all  meals,  transport  and  guide 
£155. 

Brochure  from  N.  Benvie,  Heughhead, 
by  Arbroath  024  12  253. 
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HO  LI  DA  Y A CCOMMODA  TION 
ENGLAND 


HOTEL 


'flir  Beautiful  Georgian  Hotel 

r Inc  Excellent  Food  it  Accommodation 

Holt,  Norfolk. 

AA(0263)  713390  RAC 


LAWNS 


C1JSY 
5 miles 
Bargain 
Breaks 
(BB384) 


CHARLTON  HOUSE  HOTEL.  Dawlish.  AA 
RAC  two  star.  Excellent  food.  Exe  Estuary  and 
Dawlish  Warren.  Dawlish  863260.  (BB162) 

CLEY.  Attractive  house  in  village,  four  bed- 
rooms, large  garden,  garage,  c.h.  Available  all 
year.  Details  from  Mrs  E.  Album.  47  Lyndale 
Avenue,  London  NW2.  Tel:  01-431  2942. 

(BB348) 


EXMOOR  for  country  and  animal  lovers.  Farm- 
house accommodation,  bed  and  breakfast  and 
evening  meal,  or  self-catering  cottage.  Details 
from:  French.  Brendon  Barton.  Lvnton,  Devon. 
Tel:  059  87  201.  (BB387) 


NORTH  NORFOLK.  B.B.  in  comfortable 
home.  Secluded  position  in  2 acres  near 
Fakenham — equidistant  to  all  North  Coast 
Reserves — 03282942.  (BB265) 

NORTH  NORFOLK.  On  coastal  footpath, 
close  reserves,  marsh  views.  Shipyard  studio,  self 
catering,  sleeps  5:  also  bed  and  breakfast  at  East 
House.  Wells.  0328  7 1 0408.  I BB490) 

SALTHOUSE.  BUNKS  FOR  BIRDERS  in 
house  overlooking  reserve.  Bunkroom  sleeps  4, 
C..H.,  duvets.  Suit  carload  of  birders.  Own 
sitting-room.  Bunks  singly  £4.  Bunk  + B from 
£5.  B + B from  £7.  Liz  Harris.  Cley  (0263) 
740243.  (BB501 ) 
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CLEY.  3 Quality  cottages  (sleep  4,  6 and  6+2). 
Quiet.  Comfortable.  Excellent  value.  Brochure: 
(0353)740770.  (BB502) 

ISLES  OF  SCILLY,  Mincarlo  Guest  House,  St. 
Mary’s.  Superbly  situated  in  own  grounds  over- 
looking the  harbour.  Write  to:  Colin  Duncan  or 
Tel:  0720  2251 3.  (BB503) 

NR  MINSMERE,  delightful  converted  barn. 
Sleeps  6-7.  Fully  equipped  & linen  provided. 
Turner,  Vine  Cottage,  The  Street,  Middleton, 
Saxmundham.  Tel:  Westleton  208  after  6 pm. 

(BB170) 

RYDAL.  Three  cottages,  sleep  4 and  6,  weekly 
lets.  Fisher  Hoggarth,  52  Kirkland,  Kendal.  Tel: 
0539  22592,  office  hours.  (BB460) 

SHROPSHIRE — meres,  mosses  and  canal. 
Maisonette  in  lovely  country  house.  S/c  sleeps  3- 
4.  SAE  for  details:  Jebb,  The  Lyth,  Ellesmere 
SY120HR.Tel:069 1712339.  (BB461) 

NORTH  YORKSHIRE.  Holiday  cottages  in 
grounds  of  Manor  House  on  village  green. 
Sleeps  2 or  4.  All  modernised,  fully  equipped 
and  self  contained.  Brochure  from  Hopkins, 
Galphay  Manor,  Ripon.  Tel:  Business  hours 
0423  509771  other  076583  205.  (BB448) 

OLD  HUNSTANTON,  NORFOLK.  The 
Lodge  Hotel,  former  17th  century  Dower  House 
(family  run),  offering  a warm  and  friendly  wel- 
come. Conveniently  situated  Holme  and  Titch- 
well  Reserves.  Good  food,  central  heating,  log 
fires,  all  rooms  en-suite.  Brochures:  telephone 
04853  2896.  (BB469) 

ISLES  OF  SCILLY— Seaview  Moorings,  St. 
Mary’s.  Personal  service  from  resident 
proprietors,  Tony  and  Linda.  Overlooking 
harbour,  close  to  quay  and  town — licensed — in- 
room tea  and  coffee  making  facilities — extensive 
breakfast  menu — pets  welcome.  SAE  for  details 
or  telephone  Tony  or  Linda  Dingley  on  0720 
22327.  ' (BB360) 

•ORCHARD  HOUSE’,  1 hornham,  Norfolk, 
B/B  and  S/C.  048  526  259.  (BB417) 

SCILLY  ISLES.  Holiday  Hat.  Details  0720 
22935.  (BB424) 

15TH  C.  COACHING  INN  midway  Ross/ 
Hereford  amidst  gentle  wooded  hills,  two  fields 
from  River  Wye.  A comfortable  and  informal 
place  wtih  proper  emphasis  on  teal  food,  real 
ales  and  civilised  prices.  Log  fires.  C.H.  15 
bedrooms  inc.  four  poster,  all  en-suite,  tea / 
coffee,  colour  T.V.,  Radio,  Hair  Dryers,  T rouser 
Presses  etc,  Egon  Ronay,  Relais  Routier,  E.T.B. 
Three  Crowns,  A. A.  and  R.A.C.  2 Stars.  Charm- 
ing self  catering  cottages  also  available.  Apply 
the  Green  Man  Inn,  Fownhope,  Hereford  HR1 
4 PE  .Tel:  (0432  77)  243.  (BB470) 

COUNTRY  COTTAGES  between  Alnwick  & 
Belford  sleep  up  to  6.  Fully  equipped,  self- 
catering, available  throughout  the  year.  Well 
placed  for  Holy  Island  & Fame  Islands,  Cheviot 
Hills  and  many  places  of  natural  beauty.  S.A.E.: 
Lady  Gadsden,  606  Gilbert  House,  Barbican, 
London  EC2Y8BD.  Tel:  01 -638 9968.  (BB303) 


The  Park  Hotel 


West  Kirby 


Ideally  situated  for  the  famous  Hilbre 
Island  bird  sanctuary  and  the  Wirral 
Park  nature  walks. 

Dinner,  bed  and  breakfast  from  £1 6 in 
a very  comfortable  Hotel.  Licensed 
bar.  Groups  welcome. 

Tel:  061  -625  9319 

(BB443) 


NORTH  NORFOLK — Glavenside  guest  house 
in  Letheringsett,  5 miles  inland  from  sea  at 
Blakeney,  Cley  and  Salthouse.  River  Glaven 
works  adjoining  mill  & flows  through  4 acres  of 
garden  on  its  way  to  sea  at  Cley.  Tel:  Holt  (0263) 
713181.  (BB169) 

CETTI’S  WARBLER,  Ring-bills  at  Radipole 
Nature  Reserve;  migrations  at  Portland  Bill. 
B&B  or  self-catering  accommodation  in  superb 
surroundings  at  edge  of  Fleet  Nature  Reserve, 
Weymouth,  Dorset.  Home  cooking.  Warm  wel- 
come. Mrs  Mowlam,  6 Fleet  Lane,  Chickerell, 
Weymouth,  Dorset  DT3  4DF.  (0305) 
772268.  (BB404) 

OLD  HUNSTANTON,  NORFOLK.  Overlook- 
ing the  Wash.  Fully  equipped  holiday  cottages, 
col  TV,  gas  CH.  Close  beach,  available  all  year. 
Mrs  Lindsay,  4 Marks  Road,  Warlingham,  Sur- 
rey CR3  9SH.  Tel:  Upper  Warlingham  (088-32) 
2013.  (BB302) 

HOLME-NEXT-SEA,  NORFOLK.  B&B  even- 
ing meal.  Open  all  year.  Overlooks  reserve. 
Traditional  Cottage,  friendly  welcome.  048  525 
317.  (BB396) 

EXCELLENT  SHORTBREAKS.  For  3 nights 
db&b  in  a double  or  twin  room  with  private 
bathroom,  radio,  T.V.,  tea/coffee  making  facili- 
ties in  a delightful  Country  House  Hotel.  Magni- 
ficent views  of  Skiddaw  and  Derwent  Valley. 
Very  close  Bassenthwaite  Lake.  £79.50  per  per- 
son. (7  nights  £165.)  Please  write  or  phone  for 
brochure.  Thwaite  Howe  Hotel,  Thornthwaite, 
Keswick,  Cumbria.  T el:  059-682281.  (BB449) 

COMFORTABLE  FLAT  in  beautiful  Lyth  \ al- 
ley, sleeps  4,  Windermere  6 miles,  children 
welcome.  Also  one  caravan.  Bell,  Fellside  Farm, 
Crosthwaite,  Kendal.  Tel:  Crosthwaite  312. 

(BB 142) 

NR  MINSMERE.  Bed  and  breakfast  at  16th  c. 
moated  farmhouse  in  peaceful  country  setting. 
Hill  House, Sibton. Tel:  Y oxford 662.  (BB393) 
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NORFOLK.  Holiday  Chalets,  quiet  country 
site,  Burgh  Castle,  near  Broads,  coast,  bird- 
watching. Sleep  2/4/6.  TV,  Shop.  From  £45  p.w. 
378B  Dereham  Road,  Norwich  (Tel: 
623368).  (BB466) 

LAKE  DISTRICT.  Ivy  House,  Hawkshead.  Nr 
Ambleside.  Small  family  run  hotel,  sensibly 
priced.  1 elephone  David  or  Jane  Vaughan  for 
brochure  on  096  66  204.  (BB407) 

NORT  H NORFOLK,  BINHAM.  Comfortable 
cottage,  garage,  garden,  sleeps  4.  Pets  welcome. 
Open  all  year.  Eel:  032875  539.  ( BB354) 

FARM  COTTAGES  between  Holy  Island,  The 
Fames  and  Cheviots.  Comfortable,  well  equip- 
ped. Mrs  Nixon,  Swinhoe,  Belford,  Northumber- 
land. Tel:  06683  370.  (BB285) 

Sl.APTON  well  equipped,  self-contained 
wing/bungalow  in  'A  acres.  Sleeps  4-6.  Sea  view. 
From  £70  per  week.  Cel:  0548  580952.  Hillcrest, 
Wood  Lane,  Slapton,  Devon.  (BB455) 

EXM(X)R.  Peaceful  s/catering  c/heated  holiday 
homes  in  National  1'rust  Village.  Marshes, 
woods  and  moorland — rich  in  birdlife.  Reduced 
spring/autumn  terms.  Open  all  year.  Stamp  to 
Sheila  Wright,  Pack  Horse,  Allerford,  nr  Mine- 
head.  Tel:  0643  862475.  (BB305) 

N.  W.  NORFOLK.  Luxury  S/C  Flat  in  Country 
House.  All  mod.  cons,  inch  stairlift.  Sleeps  4. 
Tel:  Docking  (04858)  365.  (BB420) 

UNPARALLELED  LOCATION  N/Norfolk 
coast,  2 chalets,  2 flats,  CH.  available  all  year. 
Sea  views,  adj.  Nat.  Trust  woodland.  Riding, 
(iolf,  R/station.  Brochure:  Monksmead  Country 
House,  West  Runton,  Cromer,  Norfolk  NR27 
9LU.  Tel:  West  Runton  (026 375)  265.  (BB347) 

BLAKENEY — we  offer  comfort,  warmth,  bed 
and  breakfast,  own  bathroom  and  sitting  room. 
Tel:  Cley  740876.  (BB409) 

HOLY  ISLAND.  2-bed  house,  sleeps  4/6.  C.H. 
well-equipped.  Tel:  066142345.  (BB330) 

COTTAGES  GALORE.  We  have  some  200 
delightful  cottages  in  all  parts  of  Britain.  A great 
variety  of  individual  properties,  all  inspected. 
Prices  £20  to  £50  per  person  per  week.  Get  our 
free  colour  brochure:  Amaro  Cottage  Holidays, 
22  High  Street,  Alton,  Hampshire  Gl'34  1BN. 
Tel:  0420  88892.  (BB399) 

ISLES  OF  SCILLY,  The  Wheelhouse,  St. 
Marys.  Licensed  Guest  House.  Open  all 
year  round,  good  food  and  comfortable 
surroundings  next  to  the  log  count  venue. 
Tel:  0720  22719.  (BB329) 

SALT  HOUSE.  Modernised  cottage  overlook- 
ing marshes.  Sleeps  4/6.  S.a.e.  Baker,  35  Porson 
Road,  Cambridge  CB2  2ET.  (BB425) 

NR.  NTH  NFK  RESERVES  Licensed  Guest 
House  run  by  birders  for  birders.  Jean  & Tony 
Bellars.  Haydn  House,  Avenue  Road.  Hunstan- 
ton. Tel:  331 15.  (BB272) 


r Churehwood  •>. 
Valley 

South  Devon 

Self-Catering 

Holiday  Cabins 

BIRDS  - ARE  YOU  INTERESTED ? 


100  acres  of  Woodland  and  Coastal  Preservation 
Area,  listed  as  of  Outstanding  natural  beauty  and 
frequently  referred  to  in  handbooks  on  turd  life  A 
protected  area  of  varied  habitat,  other  Spnng 
Autumn  migration  points  are  within  easy  reach 
together  with  bird  sanctuaries  of  Devon  and  Corn- 
wall. Nature  conservation  can  succeed,  we  have 
built  a number  of  quality  log  cabins  in  this  peaceful, 
wooded  valley.  The  cabins  have  bird  tables,  nest 
boxes  and  large  view  picture  windows  (the  birds  can 
watch  the  people  inside1)  Yes.  they  have  central 
heating  and  colour  TV,  in  fact  are  very  comfortable, 
they  have  to  be  for  birdwatching  families  to  enjoy  a 
relaxing  holiday  There  is  a licensed  shop,  riding 
stables,  launderette  and  good  walks,  sailing  Dart- 
moor National  Park  and  the  City  of  Plymouth  are 
near  at  hand  We  are  AA  listed  and  Tounst  Board 
graded.  May  we  send  you  our  brochure9 

Churehwood,  Wembury  Bay.  iwrrrm* 
Nr  Plymouth,  Devon  PL9  0DZ. 


Tel:  (0752)  862382  (24  hr) 


(BB375) 


WELLS  NEXT  THE  SEA.  ( >ntral  for  C :iey  and 
Titchwell  Reserves.  Warm  welcome.  B&B/EM 
optional.  Guests’  lounge  with  tea  and  coffee 
facilities.  Guest  House  Diploma  Award.  Pets 
welcome.  Mrs  Court,  Eastdene,  Xorthfield  Lane. 
Tel:  0328  7 1 0381.  (BB410) 


FARM  COTTAGES  between  Lindisfame  Re- 
serve and  The  Fames.  Comfortable  and  well 
equipped.  Sorry  no  pets.  Brochure:  Mr  J. 
McNish.  Outchester  Farm,  Belford.  Northum- 
berland. T el:  066  83  336.  ( BB386) 

WEST  SUSSEX.  Black  Mill  House  Hotel.  Bog- 
nor  Regis.  Sea.  Marine  Gardens,  300  \ds. 
Cocktail  bar.  games  room,  enclosed  garden.  Car 
park.  Visit  Arundel  Wildfowl  Trust.  Mini-Breaks 
from  £47.00.  incl.  P/B — 2 days  SEE  Tourist 
Board  3 Crowns.  Brochure.  Tel:  0243 
821945.  (BB480) 


WINDMILL  AND  TWO  COTTAGES.  Five 
miles  Blakeney.  Phone  01-883  8137  for  colour 
brochure.  (BB488) 


WELLS,  NORFOLK  B&B.  (Tourist  Board 
recommended.)  H.&C...  Tea  and  Coffee  facilities 
and  TVs  in  all  rooms.  Sylvia  Strong,  The 
Cobblers  (0328)  710155.  (BB359) 

PEMBROKESHIRE.  Broad  Haven.  Modern 
chalet,  sleeps  6,  TA'  and  Microwave.  Hildick- 
Smith.  Redmarlev  Orchards.  Great  Witley, 
Worcester.  Tel:  Great  Witley  308.  (BBFI7) 

MINSMERE  12  miles.  BB  or  BB&E 
meals.  Excellent  farmhouse  cooking  with 
friendly  atmosphere.  Daily  or  weekly  rates. 
Tel:  I'bbeston  (098683)  235  for  reserva- 
tions. (BB312) 
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SALTHOUSE  -comfortable,  well  equipped 
holiday  cottage,  view  over  saltings.  10  mins 
beach,  sleeps  4.  SAE:  Ringrose,  Brookside. 
I.idgate,  Newmarket.  Tel:  0638  79385.  (BB482) 

GARA  MILL,  Slapton.  Comfortable,  warm  self- 
catering  Cedar  Lodges  carefully  sited  in  four 
acres  overlooking  river  and  woods.  2 C.H.  flats  in 
16th  c.  commill  available  all  year.  Sleeps  2-6. 
Dogs  welcome.  For  brochure  ring  Stoke  Fleming 
(0803)  770295.  (BB394) 

SCOTLAND 

SPEY  VALLEY,  beautiful  secluded  informal 
country  hotel,  2 miles  from  village  of  Carrbridge. 
Excellent  Birdwatching  amidst  Moorland, 
Forest,  River  and  Lakes.  Home  cooking,  full 
central  heating,  drying  room.  Ospreys  and 
Crested  Tits  local.  Hotel  geared  to  Birdwatchers 
and  their  families.  Terms  £90.00  per  week  D/B/ 
B.  Brochure  from  Maureen  and  Larry  Taulbut, 
The  Old  Manse  Hotel,  Carrbridge,  Inverness- 
shire.  Tel:  (047  984)  278.  A warm  welcome 
guaranteed.  (BB430) 

SPEY  VALLEY.  Carrbridge  Area,  luxury  cara- 
van. Shower,  toilet,  quiet  private  site.  £125.00 
per  week  inclusive.  Tel:  047  984  278.  (BB431 ) 

GALLOWAY.  Hills,  lochs,  forests  and  sea. 
Speciality,  birds  of  prey  and  waterfowl.  High 
quality  self-catering  houses,  cottages,  flats.  De- 
tails send  30p  stamp  to:  G.  M.  Thomson  & Co, 
27  King  Street,  Castle  Douglas.  (BB334) 

YELL,  SHETLAND.  A self-catering  cottage. 
0957  2216.  (BB445) 

SPEY  VALLEY.  B&B.  Warm,  comfortable  bun- 
galow. The  Spinney,  Carrbridge  (047  984) 
251.  (BB485) 

ISLE  OF  GIGHA,  Argyllshire.  For  a holiday 
surrounded  by  natural  beauty,  sandy  beaches, 
exotic  gardens,  birds,  wild  flowers,  good  food 
and  comfortable  accommodation.  Please  contact 
Mrs  McSporran,  Post  Office  House.  058-35 
251.  (BB475) 

ISLE  OF  MULL.  A small  guest  house  and  farm 
in  lovely  countryside  a mile  from  Dervaig  village. 
2 miles  from  coast.  The  best  of  home  cooking  in 
the  Highland  tradition.  Write  tojenny  Matthew, 
Ardrioch,  Dervaig,  Isle  of  Mull,  or  tel:  068  84 
264.  (BB392) 

ISLE  OF  ISLAY,  HEBRIDES.  Five  superbly 
equipped  cottages,  open  throughout  year.  Per- 
fect situation  with  views,  minutes  to  charming 
village.  Short  drive  to  R.S.P.B.  reserve  at 
Gruinart.  Brochure:  Mrs  Sarah  Roy,  I.orgba 
Holiday  Cottages,  Port  Charlotte,  Isle  of  Islay, 
Argyll.  Tel:  049685/208.  (BB398) 

ARGYLL,  SEIL  ISLAND.  250  year  old  home 
on  waters  edge  overlooking  Cuan  Sound  and 
Mull.  B&B  base  for  interesting  birdwatching, 
touring,  walking,  sleeping,  all  year.  Tim,  Melva 
Goodwin  (M.B.O.U.)  Cuan  Ferry,  Seil,  by  Oban, 
Argyll  PA344RB.  08523  258.  (BB479) 


NORTH  WEST  HIGHLANDS,  Dundonnell 
Hotel,  AA/RAC  3 star  and  4 crowns  commended 
by  Scottish  Tourist  Board,  just  south  of  Ulla- 
pool, ideal  location  for  hill  walkers,  birdwatchers 
and  those  who  enjoy  the  open  spaces.  Private 
bathrooms,  col  TV,  full  c.h.  Two  fully  serviced 
luxury'  flats  now  available.  Each  sleeps  4 per- 
sons. Send  for  col  brochure/tariff  giving  details 
of  holiday  offers  on  selected  dates,  to  Selbie 
Florence,  Dundonnell  Hotel,  by  Garve,  Ross- 
shire.  Tel:  085  483  234.  ' (BB492) 

ISLE  OF  MULL,  Torosay  Castle,  Craignure. 
Golden  eagles  often  seen  in  the  area.  20  species 
in  the  garden  and  over  200  recorded  on  the 
island.  Mull  is  a paradise.  Gardens  open  year- 
round.  Castle  1 May-30  Sept.  One  flat  and  one 
cottage  to  let.  Special  monthly  winter  terms.  For 
terms  apply:  The  Secretary.  Tel:  06802, 
421.  (BB140) 

ELLARY  ESTATE— MOST  ATTRACTIVE 

choice  of  self-catering  cottages  and  chalets 
situated  on  the  shores  of  Loch  Caolisport.  While 
you  are  at  Ellary  you  are  free  to  go  wherever  you 
please.  There  are  hill  walks,  many  lochs  and 
burns  where  you  can  fish,  numerous  wildlife, 
birds,  flow’ers,  etc.  The  perfect  location  for  the 
true  country  lover.  For  full  colour  brochure 
please  write  to:  The  Booking  Office,  Ellary'  7, 
Lochgilphead,  Argyll  PA3I  SPA.  Tel:  08808  232/ 
209  or 054685  223.  ' (BB390) 

ISLE  OF  RAASAY,  by  Skye.  Quiet  island  ideal 
for  hillwalking,  fishing  and  birdwatching.  Splen- 
did views  of  Skye  mountains,  etc.  New  friendly 
hotel  offers  modern  comforts  and  good  food. 
Daily  car  ferries  from  Skye.  Contact  Isle  of 
Raasay  Hotel,  Raasay,  Kyle  IV40  8PB.  Tel:  047 
862  222  or  226.  ' (BB433) 

OSPREY  VISITORS  to  Loch  Garten?  Locheil 
GH  offers  BB:  £8.50;  I)BB  £13  or  self-eater 
Cottage  (sleeps  6)  rental  £20  nightly,  and  Chalet 
(sleeps  4).  £15  nightly.  For  details  plus  walks, 
slide-talks,  films,  local  activities,  write:  Locheil, 
Boat  of  Garten,  Inverness-shire.  Tel:  047  983 
603.  (BB419) 

FORSINARD  HOTEL,  SUTHERLAND.  Ex- 
cellent accommodation  with  superb  home  cook- 
ing. Warm,  friendly  atmosphere.  In  the  heart  of 
the  ‘Flow  Country’.  For  brochure  telephone 
Halladale  221 . (BB446) 

SCOTTISH  BORDERS,  DUNS.  Comfortable 
friendly  home  on  edge  of  small  country  town. 
Central  for  birdwatching  and  most  outdoor 
activities.  Within  easy  reach  of  major  routes, 
historic  towns,  coastlines,  Lammermuir  and 
Cheviot  Hills.  B&B  £9.  F.M  on  request.  Mrs  M. 
Watson.  Tel:  0361  8221 1/2.  (BB406) 

ISLE  OF  ISLAY.  Comfortable  isolated  bunga- 
low. Eagles,  Choughs.  Tel:  Turner  0196  2140. 

(BB322) 

THE  HOTEL,  Isle  of  Colonsay,  Argyll  PA61 
7YP.  Demi-pension  (Private  bath)  from  £27.50. 
Details,  brochures,  map  (bird  list  on  request). 
Tel:  09512  316.  (BB209) 
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We  have  over  500  furnished  cottages/ 
wooden  chalets  scattered  throughout 
Scotland. 

Why  not  send  for  our  FREE  colour 
brochure.  Write,  enclosing  a 1st  class 
stamp  to:  HOLIDAY  COTTAGES 
(SCOTLAND)  LTD.,  Thorncroft, 
Lilliesleaf,  Roxburghshire  TD6  9JD. 
Telephone:  (083  57)  481-485.  (BB367) 


ISLE  OF  MULL.  A stable  converted  into  2 
warm  comfortable  flats.  Frachadil  Farm,  Cal- 
gary. Tel:  068  84  265  or  (0573)  24852.  (BB370) 


CAIRNGORMS — Nethybridge  near  Aviemore. 
Choice  of  unique  converted  smithy,  hay  loft, 
cottages  and  bungalows.  Very  comfortable,  well 
furnished,  central  heating  and  col.  TV  from  £80- 
£285  pw.  Mrs  C.  Patrick,  Chapelton  Place, 
Forres.  Tel:  0309  72505.  (BB362) 

ISLE  OF  MULL.  Lochdon.  Well  equipped 
cottage.  Sleeps  4-6.  Electricity  included.  Fishing 
by  arrangement.  Auchnacraig,  Lochdon,  Isle  of 
Mull.  Tel:  068  02  486.  (BB40I) 


WALES 

MILTON  MANOR  HOTEL,  nr  Tenby,  Pem- 
brokeshire. Tel:  064  67  398.  In  7 secluded  acres 
near  National  Park,  estuary  and  coast  path.  26 
bedrooms  most  en-suite,  6 with  self-catering 
terms.  Licensed  restaurant.  Central 
heating.  (BB418) 

LLEYN  SNOWDONIA.  Period  stone  cottages. 
Sleep  5-8.  TV.  Open  tires,  incl.  12  acre  SSSI 
lake,  forest  walks,  fishing.  Pets.  Brochure.  Glas- 
fryn  Estate,  nr  Pwllheli.  Tel:  0766 

810203.  (BB405) 

ANGLESEY.  Excellent  Sea  watching,  W aders. 
Wildfowl  and  Breeders.  Comfortable,  residen- 
tial centre,  wholesome  food,  ideal  for  Club  or 
Group  field  trips.  Local  information  and  advice. 
Ian  Wright,  Outdoor  Alternative,  Rhoscolvn. 
Holyhead  LL65  2NQ.  Tel:  0407  860469.  (BB471) 

SOUTH  STACK.  Holyhead.  Tan-v-Cytiau 
Country  Guest  House.  Dinner/bed/breakfast. 
Home  cooking,  fresh  produce.  Views  over  cliffs. 
Tel:  Keating,  0407  2763.  Also  self-catering  cot- 
tage available.  (BB403) 


TREGARON.  Cambrian  Coffee  Shoppe.  Home 
cooking.  B&B,  £8.  Em,  £4.50.  Tel:  Mrs  Knight, 
097  44  637.  (BB494) 

17th  CENTURY  CHARACTER  COTTAGES 

in  picturesque  setting,  fantastic  views.  Sleeps  2- 
12.  Self-catering.  2 miles  Svmonds  Yat  with 
peregrines,  buzzards.  Open  fires  & central 
heating.  AA  recommended.  H.  Smith.  Old  Kilns. 
Howie  Hill.  Ross-on-Wye.  Tel:  0989  62051. 

(BB 478) 


ANGLESEY.  Superb  beachside  hotel  with  mag- 
nificent views.  Ideal  centre  for  bird  watchers  and 
botanists  in  area  noted  for  its  lakes,  reserves  and 
coastline  of  outstanding  beauty.  Come  to  ‘High- 
ground’  AA/RAC  listed,  licensed,  for  warm 
welcome,  excellent  food  and  accommodation. 
Brochure:  Mrs  Karen  Hayter,  Highground, 
Ravenspoinl  Road,  Trearddur  Bay,  Gwynedd 
LL65  2YY.  Tel:  0407  860078.  (BB432) 

IRELAND 

IRISH  COTTAGE.  Magnificent  situation  on 
Dingle  peninsula,  Kerry.  Sea  and  mountain 
birds,  unspoilt  beaches,  countryside  full  of 
flowers,  quietness.  Mod  cons,  sleeps  4,  £70-£l  10 
weekly  plus  electricity.  Gerrards  Cross  (0753) 
883082.  (BB476) 

CHANNEL  ISLES 

SARK:  discover  the  wildlife  and  birds  of  Sark, 
one  of  the  smaller  and  quieter  of  the  Channel 
Islands.  Self-catering  accommodation  in  a mod- 
ern Sark  cottage  sleeping  6.  Please  send  for 
coloured  brochure  to  — Duncan  Spence,  La 
Heche,  Sark,  Channel  Isles.  ( BB203) 

OVERSEAS 

MAJORCA,  NORTH.  Familiar  Hotel.  Half- 
board. Special  car  hire  rates  in  low  season.  Pel: 
531998  ‘Oriola’ Pollensa.  (BB454) 

HEART  OF  THE  CAMARGUE  S.  France. 
Well  equipped  farm  cottage  and  village  house. 
Rogers,  Mas  d’Auphan,  Le  Sambuc,  13200 
Arles.  Tel:  (0103.3)  90989041  or  0327 

842770.  (BB464) 

S.E.  SPAIN,  waders  galore,  luxury  house.  Sleeps 
3.  Adjacent  salt-pans,  convenient  and  cheap. 
Tel:  0233  28547.  (BB491) 


AUSTRALIA 

Sydney  to  Cairns  overland.  Temperate  to 
Tropical.  Small  party  3 weeks  29/10/88. 
£1,900  inclusive  Airfare.  400  species  GTD. 

Wonga  Tours 

10  Shearman  Road.  Blackheath.  London 
SE3  9HX.  Tel:  01-852  2258 

(BB486) 


BIRD  l \ A TCHING  HO  LI  DA  YS 


Sunbirder  & 

Birding  package  holid«i\s 


The  great  new  idea  in  birdwatching  holidays" 

EILAT  Nov  1988  £287 

Join  daily  minibus  excursions  with  Peter  Grant  & 
Killian  Mullamey,  or  do  your  own  thing  with  low-cost 
car  hire.  Evening  get-together  and  log.  Discount  for 
club  groups.  Details  from; 

SUNBIRDER,  BOX  76C,  Sandy,  Beds  SG19 
IDF  Telephone:  0767  82969  (24  his.)  (BBS07) 
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Algarve  Birdwatch  Limited 
Combine  guided  birdwatching  trips  with  all 
the  normal  attractions  of  a holiday  in  S. 
Portugal.  Luxury  self  cat.  accom,  flights 
etc.  arranged. 

Telephone  0602  602587  for  details.  (BB31 5) 


NORTHERN  WILDLIFE.  Spring  and  autumn 
birdwatching  holidays  organised  and  led  by 
experts.  Comfortable  licensed  guest  house  over- 
looking the  spectacular  Kyle  of  Tongue.  Enjoy 
the  unrivalled  scenery  of  the  north  coast.  Day 
excursions  to  see  resident  Highland  specialities, 
rare  seabirds,  divers,  seaducks,  migrants  etc.  For 
brochure  and  details  contact:  Northern  Wildlife, 
Lundies,  Tongue,  Sutherland.  Tel:  084-755 
256.  (BB391) 

SKOKHOLME/SKOMER  ISLANDS,  PEM- 
BROKESHIRE. Thousands  of  seabirds,  carpets 
of  flowers.  Some  courses.  S.a.e.  Dept  BB, 
WWNTC,  7 Market  Street,  Haverfordwest, 
DyfedSA6  1 INF.  (BB114) 

CALF  OF  MAN  BIRD  OBSERVATORY. 

Hostel  type  accommodation  from  April  to  Octo- 
ber. Details  from  the  Secretary.  The  Manx 
Museum,  Douglas,  Isle  of  Man.  (Tel:  0624 
75522).  (BB484) 


An  exciting  Birdwatching  and  Natural  History 
Holidays  Programme  for  1988 
SPAIN — the  F.bro  Delta  & Andalucia, 
TUNISIA — F.aster  break.  Special  Young 
People’s  Holiday  in  Andalucia.  Spain. 

Contact  ECOLIDAYS  LTD, 

26  Canal  Wharfe,  Leeds  LSI  1 5 PS 
Tel:  (0532)  717423 


(BB413 


BETWEEN  CLEY  AND  TITCHWELL. 

Weekend  Birds  Courses.  With  Knowledgeable 
Tuition  Field  trips.  Evening  lectures  in  comfort- 
able surrounds.  At  Ilex  House,  Wells,  Norfolk 
NR23  lDH.Fakenham  710556.  (BB472) 


1988  Seawatches 


June  The  Norwegian  Fjords  to  the  North 

Cape  £1175 

Sepl  Pelagic  Seawatch  off  Cape  Clear 

with  Waders  at  Bailycotton  £355 

Oct  North  Sea  Seawatch  and  Danish 

Coast  £120 


— all  with  Peter  Harrison. 
Other  1988  holidays  include:  Winter  Birding  Breaks  (see 
our  Dec.  advert)  and  Falsterbo  and 
Lake  Hornborga  in 
Sweden,  Brittany,  Holland  & Iceland. 

BRANTA  Holidays 

Branta  Travel  Ltd 

1 1 Uxbridge  Street,  London  W8  7TQ 

m -OOQ  70-31  Inr  Ol  _R-3Q  1 0137  ovaninnel  J 


PAPA  WESTRAY,  ORKNEY 

An  island  with  superb  birdliie, 
rare  plants,  seats  and 
archaeology.  Europe’s 
largest  tern  colony. 


For  information  on  travel! accommodation: 

B.B.,  Papay  Community  Co-operative  Ltd, 
Beltane  House,  Papa  Westray,  Orkney. 
Telephone  08574  267  or  238  (BB255) 


BIRDS  OF  SPEYSIDE:  A week  of  crossbills, 
crested  tits,  ospreys  and  lots  more  at  3-star  Boat 
Hotel  (all  private  facs.);  small  group  with  very 
experienced  leader.  5th- 1 1th  June  1988,  just 
£225  all  inch  Write  to:  Natureguide  (Caledonia), 
Shiresmill,  Dunfermline  KYI 2 8ER.  (BB452) 


Thinking  of  AUSTRALIA 

Then  contact  the  people  with  experience. 
Guided  trips  for  individuals  or  groups.  We 
go  where  you  want  to  go  - itineraries 
compiled  to  suit  your  needs.  Pelagics  a 
speciality. 

Enquiries  to: 

DIOMEDEA  Pty  Ltd 

c/o  26  Warmington  Street,  Paddington, 
Queensland,  Australia  4064 


DAWLISH  • TEIGNMOUTH  • DARTMOOR 

S H 0 R TrvtagBwT 

BREAKS*1" 

Bird  Watching  Weekend 


20th-22nd  May  1988  Enjoy  a weekend  of  guided  bird  study  in  beautiful  Devon  countryside.  Fite  price 
of  £79.00  per  person  includes  accommodation,  meals  and  coach  to  sites.  Full  details  available  from: 

Mrs  A.  Dunn,  Teignbridge  District  Council,  Recreation  and  Tourism  Department,  Forde  House, 
NEWTON  ABBOT,  TQI2  4XX.  Tel:  (0626)  61 101.  (1)282) 
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CLIFFTOP  TOURS.  The  $ has  fallen  and  so 
have  our  prices  to  USA.  If  you  are  quick  you  can 
still  come  to  Horida  and  1 exas  this  spring  for 
£200  less.  Our  1088  programme  includes  Au- 
stria, France  (Camargue,  Corsica,  Pyrenees, 
Brenne  and  Vendee),  Holland,  Portugal,  Spain, 
Sweden.  Also  world-wide  in  association  with 
Bird  Bonanzas  of  Horida.  Brochure:  c/o  BIT 
I ravel,  2 Majestic  Parade,  Sandgate  Road, 
Folkestone.  Tel:  0303  13777  or  01033  2132936-1 
(evenings).  (BB504) 


NATURE  BREAKS 


LOSEHILL 

HALL 


NATURE  BREAKS 

MOSSES  & LIVERWORTS  8 10  APR 
INTRO.  TO  BIRD  SONG  30 MAY-3 )N 
NATURE  PHOTOGRAPHY  10  17JUN 
LOOKING  AT  GRASSES  13  |UL 
NATURE  IN  THE  PEAK  3 5 JUN 
NATURE  WALKS  6 13 AUG 

NEW  FOR  '88  ’Dragonflies  & Damselflies, 
Looking  at  Sedges,  Intro  to  Woodlands 
Medicinal  uses  of  Wild  Plants 


Further  details  (S.A.E  .please)  from 
fVter  Townsend,  Print  ipal. 

Peak  National  Park  Study  C entre 
Losehill  Hall,  Castleton,  Derbyshire'  S30  2WB 
or  Tel:  Hope  Vfetlley (0433) 20373 . 

(BB505) 


TOURS 


Swaziland  &:  Okavango  Swamps 

Fully  Guided  Bird  & Wildlife  Tour. 

1st  May  - 18  days 

Local  expert  leader.  High  standard  accm. 
Full  Board  £1755  (inch  insurance) 
Kingdom  Tours,  Barton  House, 
Fotherby,  Lines  LN11  01  J 
Tel:  (0507)  601368 

(BB457) 


WILDLIFE  HOLIDAYS  

UIST  WILDLIFE  HOLIDAYS.  Me  organise 
interesting  and  exciting  holidays  in  the  Hebri- 
des. Discover  the  rich  wildlife  of  Uist,  sail  to 
islands  of  the  Inner  Hebrides  or  come  and 
explore  St  Kilda,  Uist  Wildlife  Holidays,  Old 
School,  Lochcaman,  South  Uist,  Outer  Hebri- 
des. Tel:  (08704)  278.  (BB 108) 

ANDALUSIAN  SIF.RRAS:  rambling,  natural- 
ist, pony-trekking  summer  holidays.  Fascinating 
birdlife,  wonderful  scenery.  2 weeks  from  £285 
including  full  board  in  picturesque  white  vil- 
lages, activities,  excursions.  Lindsay  Chapman. 
6 Kipling  Place,  Eaton  Ford,  Cambs  PL  19  3RG. 
Tel:  0480  2 12540.  (BB467) 


WEST  OF  IRELAND.  Wildlife  holidays,  natural 
history  courses,  field  studies  facilities  for  individuals 
and  small  groups.  Good  food  and  comfortable 
accommodation  overlooking  Connemara  mountains 
and  Lough  Corrib.  Guided  tours  to  Connemara,  the 
Burren  and  the  Cliffs  of  Moher.  Contact  I)r  Tony 
Whilde,  Corrib  Conservation  Centre.  Ardnasillagh. 
Oughterard,  Co.  Galway.  (BB426) 


BIRD  WATCHING/WILDLIFE  Tented  Kenya 
Safaris.  22nd  July  to  Masai  Mara,  Samburu. 
Lakes  Nakuru,  Naivasha  and  Baringo.  5th  Au- 
gust to  Amboseli,  Tsavo  East  and  West,  the 
Indian  Ocean  and  Lake  Jipe.  2-weeks.  All  Inch 
£1095.  ADVENTURE  AFRICA,  The  Square. 
Ramsbury,  Wiltshire.  (0672-20569).  (BB437) 


WORKSHOPS 


WORKSHOPS  IN  THE  USA 

6/19-25  Censusing  Birds  Maine 
7/3-9  Warblers  Maine 
7/31  - 8/6  Atlantic  Seabirds  Maine 
8/7-13  Shorebirds  Maine 
8/21-28  Pacific  Seabirds  Washington 
9/18-24  Raptors  New  Jersey 
Inquiries  Brochure 
Institute  lor  Field  Ornithology 
University  of  Maine  at  Machias 
9 O Bnen  Avenue 
Machias.  Maine  04654  USA 


in 


(BB451) 


BIRD  REPORTS 


FIFE  BIRD  REPORT  1986.  List,  articles, 
illustrations.  1985  report  still  available.  £2.20 
each  inc.  P&P  from  I).  Dickson,  20  Rosabell 
Street,  KIRKCALDY  KYI  3DW.  (BB183) 

LINCOLNSHIRE  BIRD  REPORT  1986.  In- 
cludes rarities,  photos.  Cormorant  survey,  system- 
atic list,  ringing  report,  Gibraltar  Point  report. 
£2.50  post  free,  Lincolnshire  Bird  Club,  20 
Standish  Lane,  Immingham  DN40  2HA.  Back 
numbers  available.  (BB422) 

SCOTTISH  BIRD  REPORT  1986.  £3.00  (inc 
p&p)  from  SOC  (SBR).  21  Regent  Terrace. 
Edinburgh  EH7  5BT.  (BB453) 

BIRDS  OF  OXFORDSHIRE.  1986.  £2.50  inc 
p&p,  from  R.  Overall,  30  Hunsdon  Road.  Ifflev. 
Oxford  OX4  4JE.  (BBT  1 2) 

HERTS  BIRD  REPORT  1986  £3:  back  issues 
£1.  From  HNHS,  6 Castle  Hill.  Berkhamsted 
HPT  1 HE.  (BB441 ) 


PERIODICALS 


NATUREWATCHING 

Monthly  magazine-diary  for  people 
who  watch  all  kinds  of  wildlife  — 
places,  habitats,  fauna  and  flora 
Available  on  subscription  only  — £15  p.a. 

Southern  Pitts.  LawTenny,  Pembs  SA68  0PY 

fBB49b) 
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BOOKS 


HENRY  SOTHERAN  LTD,  ICBP,  RSPB 

Ijmdon 's  leading  ornithological  book  stockists 

IN  STOCK— 

Diamond  & Filion:  The  V alue  of  Birds.  PB  £18.50. 
National  Geographic  Society:  Field  Guide  to  the 
Birds  of  North  America.  PB  £9.95.  Heinrich:  One 
Man’s  Owl.  £1 1.50.  Koenig  & Mummc:  Cooperative 
Breeding  Acorn  Woodpecker.  PB  £10.00. 

1. amboume:  Gould’s  Exotic  Birds.  £9.95. 

ICBP,  BTO,  BOU  Publications  and  a -r 
surprising  range  of  smaller  books  & reports,  -r 
Superb  stock  available  for  browsing.  £ 

2,  3,  4 Sc  Sackville  St,  London  W1X  2DP.  ~ 
01-734  1150.  Just  off  Piccadilly.  Mon-Fri  9.00-5.30. 


BIRD  BOOKS,  1813-1986.  Large  S.A.E.  for 
catalogue.  Crack  Books,  Sawmill  Cottages, 
Burton-in-Lonsdale,  Carnforth,  Lancs.  (BB477) 


THE  BIRDS  OF  HERTFORDSHIRE  (Glad- 
win, Sage).  Mint  condition  £14.00  (instead  of 
£17.50).  Tel:  0707  42311  ext.  213  (Miss 
Jack).  (BB487) 


The  original 

BIRDWATCHER’S 

LOGBOOK 


The  most  concise  way  to  record  your 
observations.  Monthly,  annual  and  life 
columns  for  762  species,  plus  1 59 
diary  pages.  Send  £5.50  to: 

Coxton  Publications, 

9 St.  Mary's  Road,  Mortimer,  Reading, 

Berks.  RG7  3UE.  (BB358) 


QUALITY  BIRD  BOOKS^for  latest  list  write 
to  A.  & H.  Books,  23  Andrew  Road,  Tunbridge 
Wells,  Kent.  (BB499) 

BIRD  & NATURAL  HISTORY  books  bought 
and  sold.  Catalogues  issued.  We  are  very  keen  to 
buy  good  quality  stock,  so  if  you  have  surplus 
items  please  allow  us  to  make  you  an  offer — St 
Ann’s  Bookshop,  2 St  Ann’s  Road,  Great 
Malvern,  Worcs  (068  45)  62818.  (BB377) 

SANDERLING  BOOKS 
New  catalogue  now  available 
Free  from 

60  Whitelow  Road,  Chorlton, 
Manchester  M2 1 1HR 

Tel:  061-860  7595  (24  hours) 
(BB458) 

BOOK  ON  BIRDS.  New  and  secondhand, 
catalogue  30p  stamps.  Surplus  books  urgently 
sought.  BB  bought  and  sold.  Open  Monday  to 
Saturday.  Bird  Books  of  Sevenoaks,  67  London 
Rd,  Sevenoaks,  Kent.  Tel:  0732  455899.  (BB372) 

‘BIRD  BOOKS’.  Good  secondhand  books 
bought  and  sold.  Free  catalogue  from,  and  offers 
to  Briant  Books,  94  Quarry  Lane,  Kelsall, 
Tarporley,  Cheshire  CW6  0NJ.  Tel:  0829  51804. 

(BB317) 


SCOTTISH  ORNITHOLOGISTS’ CLUB 

THE  BIRD  BOOKSHOP 

Over  80(1  titles  in  stock  Credit  Cards  accepted 
Free  atalogue  from: 

The  Bird  Bookshop,  SOC,  21  Regent  Terrace, 
Edinburgh  EH7  5BT.  Tel:  031-556  6042  (24  hours) 

(BBI90) 

ORNITHOLOGICAL  GUIDES  in  the  Let’s 
look  at  . . .’  series,  Majorca  SW  Spain,  The 
Camargue,  Montenegro.  Ethiopia,  Eastern  Au- 
stria, South  Morocco,  North  East  Greece,  Van- 
couver and  The  Rockies,  Sri  Lanka,  Lapland  and 
Arctic  Norway,  The  Gambia,  North  West  Tur- 
key and  N.  India.  £2.80  per  copy,  Ornitholidays, 
1-3  Victoria  Drive,  Bognor  Regis,  Sussex  P021 
2PW.  (BB493) 

RARE  AND  SECONDHAND  books  on  birds,, 
natural  history,  gardening  and  field  sports 
bought  and  sold.  Peter  Blest,  Wateringbury, 
Maidstone,  Kent.  Tel:  0622  812940.  (BB498) 

MEINERTZHAGEN,  RICKMAN,  MOREAU 
and  LACK.  Rare  titles  by  these  and  other 
authors.  For  catalogue  write  to:  Barnhill  Books, 
Strathwhillan,  Brodick,  Isle  of  Arran  KA27  8BQ. 
Tel:  0770  2384.  (BB506) 


FOR  SALE 


BIRD  JOURNAL  BACKNUMBERS  SUP- 
PLIED. (BB.  Bird  Study,  County  Reports,  etc.), 
David  Morgan,  Whitmore,  Umberleigh,  Devon. 

(BB309) 

BRITISH  BIRD  VOCABULARY  12-C.assette 
Series  in  six  volumes.  Also  specially  prepared 
Single  Cassette  Sound  Guides.  SAE  to  Lewis, 
Rosehill  House,  Lyonshall  HR5  3HS.  (BB423) 

PARABOLIC  REFLECTOR  specially  de- 
signed for  recording  birdsong.  Hand  or  tripod 
mounting.  £30  incl  p&p.  SAE  details,  Richard 
Margoschis,  80  Mancetter  Road,  Atherstone 
CV9  1NH.  (BB402) 

BRITISH  BIRDS  1964  to  1977  plus  13  issues 
62/63.  Offers.  29  Woolsington  Gardens,  NE13 
8AP.  Tel:  09 1-286  9386  (BB489) 

FOR  SALE  .British  Birds  1961-66  bound,  1967-74 
and  1977-86  unbound.  Bird  Study  1961-64  and 
1966-86  unbound.  Ringing  & Migration  Vols.  1-7. 
Offers  plus  carriage.  J.  H.  Swan.  Congleton 
276622.  (BB495) 

BANNERMAN’S  BIRDS  OF  THE  B.  ISLES. 

12  vols.  in  good  condition  £220.  Tel:  03943 
7516.  (BB497) 

BWP  1-4  £175  ono.  Phone  Rick:  Windermere 
6333  (daytime).  (BB500) 


WANTED 


WANTED  SLIDES  OF  WOODPECKERS 
WORLDWIDE  for  private  collection  24375415 
BDR  McMullan,  HQ  49  I D Regt  R.A.  BFPO 
107.  (BB481) 


OPTOLYTH 


TBS  80 


The  latest  model  to  follow  in  the  footsteps  of  the  ever 
popular  30x75,  30x80  and  TB80,  birdwatching 
telescopes,  from  the  manufacturers  with  130  years 
experience  in  the  optical  research  and  production. 

Main  Features: 


★ 20xWW,  20  xW,  30  xW  and  40  x interchangeable 
eyepieces. 

★ The  best  quality  - Ceralin®  - multicoating  on  all 
optical  surfaces. 

★ High  luminousity  80mm  dia.  objective  lens. 

★ Fingertip,  smooth,  easy  focusing. 

★ Wear  resistant  green  rubber  armouring. 

★ The  interior  sealed  against  dust  and  moisture 
penetration,  (not  waterproof). 

★ Sunhood. 

★ Continuously  rotatable  45°  easy  angle  viewing. 

★ Fixed  length  of  380mm. 

★ Weight:  only  1400gms. 


For  the  complete  range  of  Optolyth  products: 

Telescopes,  and  the  highly  acclaimed  Alpin  binoculars, 
please  phone  or  to  write  Sole  Importers. 

OPTICRON.  PO.  Box  81,  St.  Albans,  Herts,  AL1  3 NT. 
Tel:  (0727)  56516 
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99  Rare  breeding  birds  in  the  United  Kingdom  in  1985  Robert 
Spencer  and  the  Rare  Breeding  Birds  Panel 

126  Identification  pitfalls  and  assessment  problems  9 Ring-billed 
Gull  Keith  Vinicombe 
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138  ‘Seabirds'  delay 
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in  focus 


204  HIGH  STREET 
BARNET,  HERTS.  EN5  5SZ 
01-449  1445 
01-441  7748 


OPEN  MON-SAT  9-6  (24  HOUR  PHONE) 

THE  BINOCULAR  AND  TELESCOPE  SPECIALISTS 

Interest-free  credit  - on  the  following  instruments: 

ZEISS  WEST  8 x 30  BGAT,  7 x 42  BGAT,  10  x 40  BGAT 
LEITZ  TRINOVID  8 x 40  BA,  7 x 42  BA,  10  x 40  BAN 
KOWA  TSN  3x4  Scopes  and  NIKON  Fieldscope  20  x 60  ED 

Simply  select  the  model  of  your  choice,  pay  one  third  of  the  purchase  price,  with  the  balance  in 
two  equal  payments  by  post  dated  cheque  one  month  apart.  Phone,  write  or  visit  for  further 
details. 


WEST  ZEISS 

8 x 20  B 
10  x 25  B 
8 x 20  BA 
8 x 30  BGAT 

7 x 42  BGAT 
10  x 40  BT 
10  x 40  BGAT 

8 x 56  BGAT 
15  x 60  GAT 
Accessories 
Rainquard 
Eye  Cups  (set) 

Lanyard 
Hard  Eye  Cups 
Spare  Case  BGAT 
Spare  Case  BT 
LEITZ 

8 x 20  BC 
8 x 20  BCA 
10x25 BC 
10x25 BCA 
Case  for  above 
7 x 35  BA 
8x32  BA 
8x40  BA 
7 x 42  BA 
10x40  BA 
10x90  BAN 
Soft  Case 
Hard  Case 
Rainquard 
Eye  Cups  (set) 
NIKON 

7 x 20  B 
9x25B 

8 x 23  B 

1 0 x 25  B 
8 x 20  Roof 
10x25  Roof 

7 x 35  Action 

8 x 35  Action 

1 0 x 50  Action 
8x30 ZCF 
10x35 ZCF 
20  x 60  Fieldscope 
20  x 60  Fieldscope  ED 
15  x 30  x 40  x 66x 
Eye  Pieces  (each) 
Filter  Ring 
Haze  UV  Filter 
Eye  Piece  Case 
Rubber  Hood 
KOWA 
TS-l  Body 
TS-2  Body 
20xWA 
27  x WA 


Phone 

on 

all 

models 


5 00 
1000 
400 
10  00 
26  00 
36  00 

235  00 
247  00 
247  00 
259  00 
14  00 
399  00 
44500 
499  00 
498  00 
517  00 
539  00 
34  00 
40  00 
800 
16  00 

74  95 
79  95 
99  95 
119  95 

134  95 
149  95 

99  00 

135  00 
165  00 
189  00 
209  00 
269  00 
489  00 

65.00 

14.25 
42  00 

6.95 

10.25 

155  00 
133  00 

41.00 
41.00 


Case  forTS 

601  Body 

602  Body 
20x  WA 
25  x 

40  x 

20  x-60  x Zoom 
Case  for  60 1-2 
TSN-1  Body 
TSN-2Body 
20  x WA 
25  x 
40  x 

20  x-60  x Zoom 
Case  for  TSN 
TSN-3  Body 
TSN-4  Body 


1600 

125.00 

165.00 
47  50 
41  00 
41  00 
93  50 
19.50 

235  00 
225  00 
69  00 
45  00 
45  00 
99  00 
1950 
435  00 
425  00 


Use  TSN  Eye  Pieces  and  Case 
Free  Case  with  Scope  I 

OPTICRON 

Elite  9 x 35  186  00 

8x42  HR  110  00 

10X42HR  11400 

10x50  HR  122  00 

60mm  HR  Body  128  00 

60mm  HR  GA  155  00 

60mm  45  Body  1 50  00 

22x  WA  30  00 

40  x 28  00 

Case  for  HR  15  00 

Piccolo  Body  1 07  00 

15  x-60  x Zoom  45  00 

20  x or  40  x (each)  22  00 

One  Action  T ripod  59  95 

Tnpod  Strap  6.95 

CARL  ZEISS  JENA 

Jenoptem  8 x 30 
Jenoptem  1 0 x 50 
Deltnntem  8 x 30 
Dekarem  10x50 
Notarem  8 x 32  B 
Notarem  1 0 x 40B 
Octarem  8 x 50 
7 x 40  BGA 
Turmon8x21 

OPTOLYTH 

Alpm8x30 
Alpin8  x40 
Al  pin  10x40 
Alpin  10x50 
Ramguard 
Optolyth  22  x 60 
Optolyth  30  x 75 
Optolyth  30  x 80 
Optolyth  TB80 
Optolyth  TBS  80 
20  x WA  (TBS  only) 


44  95 
69  95 
54  95 
88  95 
114  95 
149  95 
189  00 
189  00 
42  95 


186  00 
200  00 
210.00 
221.00 
4.00 
21000 
31800 
353  00 
344.00 
320  00 
88  00 


20  x 

56  00 

30x 

57  00 

40  x 

58  00 

Case  lor  Scopes 

35  00 

BUSHNELL 

Spacemaster  Zoom 

219  00 

Spacemaster  22  x 60 

199  00 

Case  for  above 

1500 

SWIFT 

Auduron  8 5 x 44 

159  00 

Osprey  7 x 2 x 42 

11900 

HABICHT 

Diana  10  x 40 

269  00 

8x30  SL 

249  00 

MANFROTTO 

Mini  Pro  1 90 

35  00 

Pro  144 

45  00 

128  Head 

34  85 

200  Head 

39  95 

Pro  Mono  Pod 

24  95 

Tnpod  Strap 

995 

New  professional  range  of 

Tnpods 

ADLERBLICK 

7x42  B 

120  00 

8x  42  B 

122  00 

10x428 

128  00 

lOx  50  B 

143  00 

Also  available  in  rubber 

ACCESSORIES 

Slik  D2 

69  95 

Car  Window  Ml 

22  00 

Universal  Mt 

22  00 

Hide  Mt 

38  00 

Rowi  S Pod 

38  00 

Cullmann  S Pod 

24  95 

Tnpod  Strap 

695 

Rainguards  from 

350 

Straps  from 

3 50 

BARBOUR 

The  Best  Bntish  Clothing  for 

The  Worst  British  Weather 

Durham  Jkt 

52  95 

Bedaie  Jkt 

62  95 

Gamefair  Jkt 

71  95 

Beaufort  Jkt 

75  95 

Border  Jkt 

82  95 

Burghiey  Jkt. 

88  95 

Northumbria  Jkt. 

87.55 

Warm  Linings 

17.45 

Hoods 

9.95 

PERSONAL  CALLERS 

Can  choose  and  select  from  our 
comprehensive  range  of  equip- 
ment Compare  Zeiss  with  Leitz. 
Optolyth  with  Kowa  and  Nikon 
We  are  an  independent  com- 
pany whose  only  concern  »s  that 
our  customer  selects  the  correct 
instrument  for  their  personal 
needs 


PHONE  ORDER 

Discuss  your  requirements  with 
our  technical  staff  and  orders 
placed  with  Access  or  Visa  card 
will  be  despatched  same  day 


MAIL  ORDER 

Just  add  €2  00  ro  help  cover 
P&P  and  insurance  and  your 
order  will  be  despatched  on  the 
same  day  as  we  receive  your 
cheque  All  equipment  is  sup- 
plied on  14  days  approval  upon 
receipt  of  full  remittance 


SECOND  HAND 

Instruments  always  available 
Turnover  is  fast,  so  we  don't 
pnnt  a list  Phone  for  informa- 
tion 


PART  EXCHANGE 

Top  prices  pad  for  good  condi- 
tion equipment 


HOW  TO  FIND  US 

We  are  10  mins  from  M25  and 
AIM  motorways  and  10  mins 
walk  from  High  Barnet  Tube 
Station 


TELESCOPE  AND 
TRIPOD  OUTFITS 

If  you  purchase  a scope  and 
tripod  at  the  same  time  we  can 
offer  you  a very  special  price 
Phone  for  quote 


IN  FOCUS  AT  LEMSFORD  SPRINGS 

Lemsford  Village  near  Welwyn  Garden  City,  Herts. 


SATURDAY  FIELD  DAYS 
March  26th.  April  30th.  May  28th 


With  the  kind  cooperation  of  the  Herts  & Middx  Wildlife  Trust  In  Focus  are  now  able  to  offer 
customers  a unique  opportunity  to  use,  compare  and  purchase  quality  optical  equipment  under 
field  conditions.  For  further  information  please  write  or  phone. 


BINOCULAR  AND  TELESCOPE  REPAIRS  ON  THE  PREMISES 

(D305) 
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Diastone  8 x 40 
close-up  Binoculars  are 
ideal  for  Bird  Watchers  as 
optically  excellent  and  focus  to  3 METRES. 

The  8 x 40  Close-focus  Binoculars  are  just  one  of  a 
range  of  Superb  Binoculars  from  one  of  Japan’s  largest  specialist  optical 
manufacturers. 

Full  details  are  available  from: 


6«sk2MefcM0i 

Unit  5,  Lismirrane  Industrial  Park,  Elstree  Road,  Elstree,  Herts  WD6  3EE 
Telephone:  01-953  8234  (D306) 


BIRDS  AND  WILDLIFE  OF 
NORTH  YEMEN 
13-28  October  1988 

HOIKING  TOURS 


See  and  photograph  unforgettable  images. 
North  Yemen  is  a beautiful  and  fascinating  country 
rich  in  birds,  flora  and  landscapes  with  a unique 
architecture  and  friendly  colourful  people. 
Come  with  us  on  our  third  tour  of  this  relatively 
unexplored  country.  We  will  be  looking  for  Arabian 
Bustard  and  many  other  rare  and  exciting  birds  and 
flora  and  sec  incredible  landscapes  all  observed  and 
photographed  on  previous  visits. 
Whatever  your  interest  you  will  see  and  record 
images  that  cannot  be  seen  anywhere  else  in  the 
world.  North  Yemen  is  still  undisturbed  by  a 
developed  tourist  industry  yet  has  so  much  to  offer. 


Rod  Martins  is  our 
experienced  and  professional 
tour  leader  on  his  fourth  tour 
to  Yemen. 


C omfortdblc  hotel 
accommodation. 


For  tour  brochure  and  further  ' 
information  contact 

Hosking  Tours,  Hun  worth, 
Melton  Constable,  Norfolk. 

Tel:  (0263)  713969.  Tlx:  975458 
Fax:  (0263)  711120. 
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1988  TURKISH  BIRDWATCHING 

1988  TURKISH  BIRDWATCHING 
CENTRAL  & SOUTHERN  TURKEY 

18  days  May  • £865.00 

EASTERN  TURKEY 
19  days  May,  June.  August  £975.00 
NORTH  TURKEY  & N.  GREECE 
16  days  August  - £795.00 
CENTRAL  TURKEY  & BOSPHORUS 
MIGRATION 
18  days  September  £930.00 

BOSPHORUS  MIGRATION 
1 1 days  September  £685.00 
HUNGARY 
THE  HUNGARIAN 
ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY 
BIRDWATCHING  TOUR  FOR  1988 
kiskunsAg  LAKES 
1 1 days  May  • £559 
HORTOBAGY  MIGRATION 
1 1 days  August  £635 


CHRIS  L.  SLADE 

8 The  Grange,  Elmdon  Park,  Solihull, 
West  Midlands  B92  9EL.  — 

Tel:  021-742  5420/021-705  5535.  § 

Telex:  337000  JBSOL 
Agents  for  Regent  Holidays  (U.K.)  Ltd. 
IATA,  ABTA,  ATOL  856 


Kay  Optical  (Est.  1962) 

A wealth  of  optical  experience  is  at  your  service  whether  you  wish  to 
purchase  new  equipment  or  have  your  present  equipment  serviced  in  our 

workshop. 

The  best  equipment  is  available  for  you  to  inspect,  test  and  purchase  from 
these  premises,  including,  for  example:- 


etc. 

ZEISS  (West) 

1 0 x 25  Dialyt 
8 x 20  BGA  Dialyt 
8 x 30  BGAT  Dialyt 
10  x 40  BGAT  Dialyt 

7 x 42  BGAT  Dialyt 

8 x 56  BGAT  Dialyt 
15  x 60  GAT  Porro 

7 x 50  BGA  (IF)  Porro 

LEITZ  (Lelca) 

8x20Trinovid 
8x20BCATnnovid 
l0x25BCTrinovid 
10x25BCATrinovid 

8 x 32  BA  T rmovid 

8x40  BA  Trinovid 
1 0 x 40  BA  N T rinovld 
Miniature  soft  case  14 

BA  soft  case  34 

SWAROVSKI 

1 0 x 40  WM  Waterproof  34 1 

7 x 42  M Waterproof  298 

8 x 30  SLC  roof  prism,  water  and 
shock  proof 


SWALLOW 

C 

10  x 40  or  8 x 40  rubber-covered,  roof 

prism 

111 

c 

ADLERBLICK 

£ 

8x42 

123 

c 

o 

8 x 42  rubber  covered 

143 

jC 

Cl 

1 0 x 42  rubber  covered 

148 

<D 

7x21  compact 

109 

in 

8 x 24  compact 

119 

3 

0- 

BUDGET  BINOS 

With  rubber  eyecups  etc 

8x30 

31 

235 

10x50 

35 

247 

247 

MONOCULARS 

259 

8 x 20  Porro 

39 

445 

8 x 30  roof  prism,  rubber 

armoured. 

469 

close-focusing 

77 

499 

10  x 30  roof  prism,  rubber  armoured 

close-focusing 


79 


OPTOLYTH 

8x30Alpin 
8 x 40  Alpin 
10x40  Alpin 

7 x 42  Alpin 
10x50  Alpin 
12x50  Alpin 

NIKON 

8 x 20  roof  prism 
10x25  roof  prism 

9 x 30  DCF  roof  prism 

1 2 x 36  DCF  roof  pnsm 


302 


186 

200 

205 

207 

221 

225 

139 

154 

248 

268 


NIGHT  VISION 

Infra-red  scope'  (hand  held)  complete 
with  searchlight  and  power  pack  690 
Mains  charger  69 

‘(operates  in  pitch  darkness  and  is 
invisible) 

TELESCOPES 


NIKON 

20x60  ED 

469 

30  x or  40  x eyepieces 

65 

Camera  adaptor 

157 

KOWA 

TSN-1  body  (45) 

235 

TSN-2body 

225 

TSN-3body  (45  ) 

435 

TSN-4  body 

425 

£ 

25  x or  40  x eyepiece  50 

20  x (WA)  eyepiece  70 

20-60  x zoom  eyepiece  1 00 

TS-1  body  (45°)  160 

TS-2body  140 

TS  eyepieces  from  26 

OPTOLYTH 

30x75  318 

30  x 80  353 

TB  80  body  344 

TBS  80  body  (AS0)  320 

TB  eyepieces  from  56 

15-40x60  265 

22-60  x 70  353 

22  x 60  210 

22  x 70  290 

ADLERSCOPE 

80mm  body  (straight  or  45  ) 253 

Eyepieces  from  49 

TRIPODS  etc 

Opticron  60 

Silk  D2  73 

Slik  SL67  105 

Universal  clamp  20 

Hide  clamp  38 

Car  wi  ndow  mount  (all  one  -action ) 24 

OPTICRON 

60mm  HR  body  1 28 

Ditto,  with  rubber  155 

60mm  HR  body  (45°)  1 50 

Zoom  eyepiece  65 

Other  eyepieces  from  26 

30  x 75  Classic  1 25 

PICCOLO 

60mm  body  107 

Zoom  eyepiece  45 

Other  eyepieces  from  22 


The  above  lists  are  abbreviated;  all  the  usual  accessories  are  earned  plus  Opticron  HR  binoculars.  Mirador  and 
Spacemaster  telescopes 

SPECIAL  OFFERS  - 

Deduct  £10  when  buying  a telescope  and  tripod  together. 

Spring  sale  of  Waxed  Jackets  etc.  Up  to  24%  off!  E g.  Barbour  Border'  £83" £63  or 
“Durham"  £63  £47.  Beaver  "Fieldsman" .£63  £39. 


Callers  are,  of  course,  welcomed  and  encouraged  but  you  can  also  use  our 
mail  order  service  if  more  convenient  (allow  £2  ppi)  and  14  days  approval  is 
allowed.  For  callers,  we  are  1 5 minutes'  drive  from  the  M25  (via  A3  then  the 
Merton  turn-off)  or  2 minutes'  walk  from  Morden  tube  A fuller  list  (with 
prices)  and  a map  sent  upon  request.  E.&O.E. 


Repairs  carried  out  in  our  own  workshops. 

BINOCULARS,  TELESCOPES,  etc.  from: 
KAY  OPTICAL  SERVICING 
Be  seeing  you! 


Mon-Fri, 

9 am  to  5 pm  89B  London  Road*,  Morden.  Merton,  Surrey.  Tel:  01-648  8822 

Sat  9 am  to  ‘The  A24  yye  are  opposite  Midland  Bank 

il.30am 


(D252) 


in 


Binoculars  and  Telescopes  at  Prices  You’ll  Find  Hard  to  Beat 


Star  Buy  Products  (P&P  £2.00) 


Bushnell  Spacemaster  Telescope  with  20-60  Zoom  £199  00 
Optolyth  30x75  Telescope  Rubber  Armoured  £29000 

Carl  Zeiss  10x40  BGAT  Rubber  Armoured  Close  Focus  Binoculars 
Phone  for  a special  price1 

Habicht  Diana  10x40  Binoculars  £351 .00 

Optolyth  Alpin  10x40  BGA  Binoculars  £185.00 


Special  Otter  (While  Stocks  Last) 


A FREE  pair  of  8x30  binoculars  worth  £29.95  when  you  buy  a pair  of 
Adlerblick  8x42.  10x42, 10x50  “Soft  Touch  Rubber"  binoculars 
Send  for  our  FREE  illustrated  binocular/telescope  catalogue  and 
DISCOUNT  price  list 


STOP  PRESS:  Field  & Trek  Mail  Outdoor 
Catalogue  out  now  FREE. 


Field  & Trek/Heron  Optical  Shops 

23/25  Kings  Road,  Brentwood,  Essex.  Tel  (0277)  222230 
3 Palace  Street,  Canterbury,  Kent.  Tel  (0227)  470023 


Field  & Trek/Heron  Optical  Mail  Order 

Dept  BB  3 Wates  Way,  Brentwood,  Essex.  Tel  (0277)  221259, 

219418,  210913,  233122  (All  24hrs).  (D321 ) 


New  Skua  Cases  Available 

THE  PROTECTION  FOR  YOUR  TELESCOPE  IN  THE  FIELD 
- Stormproof  - Shock  Absorbing  - A One  Piece  Protection 
Fits  on  Kowa  TSN1  and  TSN2 

t 

Sold  by  Focal  Point,  14  Cogshall  Lane,  Comberbach,  Northwich,  Cheshire  CW9  6BS, 

United  Kingdom 

Optiek  Deputter,  St  Jacobsstraat  32,  8000  Brugge,  Belgium 
Ned.  Vogelbescherming,  Driebergseweg  16C,  3708  JB  Zeist,  The  Netherlands 
Optiker  Arild  Hansson,  Torg  GT16.  Oslo  1,  Norway 

The  Skua  cases  are  a product  of  Sperwer 

Outdoor  Equipment, 
-0S  Blekerijstraat  67  - B 8320, 

SPERWER  Brugge  4 - Belgium 

OUTDOOR  EQUIPMENT  (D327) 


BASS  & BLIGH  Leeds 

YOUR  OPTICAL  SPECIALIST  IN  YORKSHIRE 
PART  OF  THE  RICHARDS  Camera  Group 

4 BRIGGATE,  LEEDS  Tel:  0532  454451 

SCOOP  PURCHASE  - LIMITED  STOCKS 


Specifications 

Rubber  jacket  design  for  all 
weather  use 

Roof  prism  design  for  compactness 
and  light  weight 
Multicoated  BaK4  optics  for 
higher  image  clarity  and 
brightness 

Includes  shoulder  strap  and  carry 
case 


VI VITA R SERIES  1 

SAVE  8 x 42  £79.95 
£3°  8 x 21  £69.95 


Vivitar 


0PT0LYTH 


Extremely  light  West  German  binoculars 
Rubber  armoured 


8x40 

200  00 

10x40 

225  00 

10x50 

221  00 

12x50 

225  00 

8x30 

186  60 

7x4? 

207  00 

WEST  ZEISS 

PHONE 

PHONE 

Dialyt  8x20BA 

PHONE 

Dialyt  7 x 42BGAT 

PHONE 

Dialyt  10  x 40BT 

PHONE 

Dialyt  10x40BGAT 

PHONE 

Dialyt  8 x 56BGAT 

PHONE 

1 5 x 60  Porro  GAT 

PHONE 

Rainnuard  

PHONE 

[ LEITZ 

225  00 

in  y ?SROA-Green 

255  00 

8 x 40BA-Green 

475  00 

10  x 40BA-Green 

475  00 

1 0 x 40RA-CF-Black 

499  00 

^PENTAXJ 

79  95 

10x24..  

79  95 

7x  20 

79  95 

9x20 

79  95 

8 x 40 

....  109  95 

8 x 30  Monocular 

76  95 

7.5  x 42  Osprey  Armoured 

139  95 

8 5 x 44  Audubon  HR5 

179  50 

flv4?c:p\A/A 

89  95 

NIKON 

199  00 

1 0 x 35 

21900 

20x60  ED  telescope 

489  00 

EAST  ZEISS 

10  x 50  Jenoptem 

69  95 

l0x50Dekarem 

94  95 

12x50  Dodecarem 

199  95 

7 x 50  Binoctem 

89  95 

8 x 30  Deltnmtem 

59  95 

8 x 30  Jenoptem 

42  95 

8 x 50  Octarem 

179  95 

8 x 32  Notarem 

139  95 

TELESCOPES 


KowaTSN-1  body  239  00 

KowaTSN-2body  229  00 

Kowa  TSN-3  body  449  00 

Kowa  TSN-4  body  439  00 

Kowa  Eyepiece  25  40X  45  00 

Kowa  Eyepiece  20X  wa  68  50 

Kowa  Eyepiece  20-60X  zoom  99  50 

Kowa  Soft  Case  1 9 50 

New  model  Kowa  now  in  stock 
TS602  60mm  OG  174  00 

250R40X  Eyepiece  (TS)  43  00 

Spacemaster  1 5*45  x 60  1 88  50 

T amron  20-60  x 65  caiadtoptric  299  00 
TS601  196  00 


OPTICRON:  TELESCOPES 


Opticron  classic  75mm  scope 
Opticron  classic  I8x  or  25x  E P 
60mm 

107  00 
for 

18  00 

Opticron  classic  22x  or  30x  E P 
75mm 

for 

18  00 

Opticron  classic  zoom  E P for 
60  75mm 

50  00 

Opticron  Hi-resolution  60mm 
scope 

128  00 

Opticron  Hi-resolution  60mm  45 
smne 

155  00 

Opticron  Hi-resolution  eyepieces  I5x.  20x 
25x.40x.60x  28  00 

Opticron  Hi-resolution  zoom  20-60x  65  00 
Opticron  Hi-resolution  20x  wide  33  00 

Opticron  Piccolo  60mm  scope  1 52  00 

c w 1 5-60x  zoom  E P 

OPTOLYTH  TELESCOPES 


DALESMAN  BINOCULARS 


Superb  range  of  fully-coated  wide  field  of 
view  binoculars  all  featuring  hardwearing 
black  rubber  armour 

8 x 40  ZWCF  GA  £49  95 

including  case 

10x40  ZWCF  GA  £54  95 

including  case 

lOx  50ZWCFGA  £59  95 

including  case 

Just  out  for  a stroll  or  on  holiday 
Dalesman  Pocket  Binoculars  will  slip 
neatly  into  a pocket  or  handbag 
compact,  lightweight,  central  focusing 
Excellent  optical  performance  Made  in 
Japan  Fitted  with  fold-down  rubber 
eyecups  Leatherette  finish  Supplied  with 
soft  black  case  8 x 21  including  case 
£59  95  10  x 25  including  case  £69  95 

2 TELESCOPE  SPECIALS 

ZEISS 

ASTRONOMICAL 

Telescope  63  840  including  tripod  169  95 
Swift  Technar  20  x 60  spotting 
scope  99  95 

including  2 eyepieces 

CARL  ZEISS 
(SIP]  JENA 

Designed  as  the  world's  finest  binoculars  - 
the  Zeiss  Octarem  8 x 50B  and 
Dodecarem  12  x 506 
Ourpnce8x50B  179  00 

Our  pnce  1 2 x 50B  219  00 

And  Zeiss  created  the  Notarem 
Ourpnce8x32B  129  50 

Our  pnce  1 0 x 40B  187  50 

BASS  & BLIGH  leeds 

Your  Optical  Specialists  in  Yorkshire 

PART  OF  THE  RICHARDS  Camera  Group 

Not  all  advertised  items  available  at  all  instore'  branches  - but  can  be  obtained 
in  24  hours  - please  phone  BASS  & BLIGH  ' Instore  Centres''  or  RICHARDS 
CAMERAS,  9 Hallgate.  Doncaster.  Tel:  0302  21655  - 12  Queens  Street. 
Huddersfield.  Tel:  0484  25334 
All  branches  open  6 days 

Credit  terms  available  - only  10%  deposit  - ask  for  written  quotation 


Oototvth  TB80  body  fixed  lens 
Ootofyth  Eyepiece  20  30  40x 
Optolyth  30  x 75  fixed  tens 

244  00 
55  00 
31800 

Optolyth  case  (both  models) 
Optolyth  30  x 80  fixed  tens 
Optolyth  TBS80  45 

35  00 
353  00 
320  00 

Ontoh/tn  ?0  x wtdp 

88  00 

,%‘l  B 

69  95 

7 x 35  rubber  covered 

1 0 x 50  rubber  covered 

59.95 

89.95 

7-21  x 50  rubber  covered 

110.95 

(D325) 


SO  VIET 
BIRD  SONGS 


Two  high-quality  cassettes  and  an  explanatory  booklet  (in  English)  in  a 
specially  designed  box,  including  excellent  recordings  of  the  songs  and  calls 
of  a total  of  120  species  of  Soviet  birds.  Most  of  them  are  not  to  be  found  on 
other  discs  and  cassettes. 

If  You  are  interested  in  the  songs  and  calls  of  such  species  as  Himalayan  Snowcock. 
Lesser  Golden  Plover,  Swinhoe's  Snipe,  Rufous  Turtle  Dove,  Oriental  Cuckoo,  Pacific 
Swift,  Black  Lark,  White-winged  Lark,  Richard's  Pipit,  Olive-backed  Pipit,  Citrine 
Wagtail,  Brown  Shrike,  White's  Thrush,  Black-throated  Thrush,  Eye-browed  Thrush, 

Blue  Whistling  Thrush,  Pied  Wheatear,  Red-flanked  Bluetail,  Eversmann’s  Redstart, 
Daurian  Redstart,  Blue-headed  Redstart,  Siberian  Rubythroat,  Himalayan  Rubythroat, 
Rufous-tailed  Robin,  Siberian  Blue  Robin,  Yellow-browed  Warbler,  Hume's  Yellow- 
browed  Warbler,  Pallas's  Warbler,  Dusky  Warbler,  Radde’s  Warbler,  Spotted  Bush 
Warbler,  Chinese  Bush  Warbler,  Gray's  Grasshopper  Warbler,  Savi's  Warbler,  Pallas's 
Grasshopper  Warbler,  Lanceolated  Warbler,  Paddyfield  Warbler,  Thick-billed  Warbler, 
Booted  Warbler,  Severtozov's  Tit  Warbler,  Brown  Flycatcher,  Black-throated  Accentor, 
Brown  Accentor,  Red-headed  Bunting,  Chestnut  Bunting,  Yellow-browed  Bunting, 
Black-faced  Bunting,  Rock  Bunting,  Yellow-breasted  Bunting,  White-winged  Grosbeak, 
Red -fronted  Serin,  Long-tailed  Rosefinch,  Red-mantled  Rosefinch,  Hodgson's  Rosy 
Finch,  and  a lot  of  other  Soviet  Birds  - these  are  the  cassettes  for  You.  If  You  wish  to 
learn  the  calls  of  the  Soviet  birds  You  think  of  solely  as  migrant  rarities  or  if  You  merely 
want  to  enjoy  some  very  good  recordings  of  bird  songs  - order  it  from: 

KRISTER  MILD,  Kopparvagen  23,  S-175  72  Jarfalla,  Sweden. 

Price:  185-  Swedish  kronor  (SEK),  or  equivalent  in  other  currencies  (including 
postage).  Payment  is  easiest  made  directly  into  Swedish  Post  Office  GIRO 
account  number  463  93  22  - 9 i Krister  Mild.  If  paying  with  the  Post  Office 
GIRO  account  is  not  possible,  make  payment  in  an  international  money  order 
or  by  a cheque  drawn  on  a bank.  Do  not  use  personal  cheques.  Add  15  SEK  if 
sending  a cheque  or  using  an  international  money  order.  Make  all  cheques 
payable  to  Krister  Mild. 
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VI 


25x80  SPOTTING  SCOPE 

A SPOTTING  SCOPE  PURCHASE  OF  A 
LIFETIME  - FOR  A LIFETIME 


IT'S  NOT  MAGIC. 


Although  its  all  done  by  mirrors  as 
the  conventional  erecting  prism 
system  has  been  replaced  by  a high 
reflected  coated  mirror  system... 
which  is  offering  arguably  a brighter 
image. 

The  80mm  objective  lens  has  been 
Magenta  Coated  and  the  selection  of 
eyepieces,  all  offering  high  eye 
point,  are  amber  coated.  Ideal  for 
spectacle  wearers. 

The  Adlerscope  80  is  available 
either  angled  or  straight  and  comes 
complete  with  a 25x  eye  piece. 
Accessories  available  include  1 5x, 
40x,  20-60x  zoom  eye  pieces, 
camera  adaptor  and  a rubber 
objective  lens  hood. 


NEW  BROCHURE  NOW  AVAILABLE 

With  the  purchase  of  the  Adlerscope  80  Spotting  Scope,  JJ  Vickers  offer 
you  a lifetime  guarantee  applicable  to  the  United  Kingdom  and  does  not 
affect  your  statutory  rights. 

For  advice  on  your  nearest  stockist,  please  contact  the  sole  U K importer 

J.  J.  VICKERS  & SO/VS  LTD. 

UNIT  1,  RIVER  HURST  HOUSE,  2 A PEMBROKE  ROAD, 
BROMLEY,  KENT  BR1  2WB. 

TEL:  01-460  1799  (24  Hour  Answer  Phone) 


VII 
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A BIRDWATCHER  S GUIDE  TO 


OUTNOW  £8.75 


The  first  in  a new  series 
designed  to  help  you  make 
the  most  of  your  birdwatching 
holiday: 


Other  titles  under  production  include: 


Holland 

India 

Morocco 


Birdwatchers'  Guides  are  available  from 

Natural  History  Book  Service, 

2 Wills  Road, 

Totnes, 

Devon 
TQ9  5XN 

(Tel:  0803  865913) 


BIRD 


Trade  enquiries  welcome. 
Visa  and  Access  accepted. 


WATCHERS 
GUIDES  \\ 


viii 
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CPU/VV  V c: 188 years  as  OPTICAL  SPECIALISTS 
If  Unrivalled  Experience 


of  LIVERPOOL 


established  1800ad 


Advice  & Service 


SWALLOW 


SEWILL 


ADLERBLICK 

8x32 

8x42 

10x42 

7x21 

8x24 

8 x 21  DCF 
8 x 40  DCF 
10  x 40  DCF 

8 x 25  DCF 
8 x 30  ZCF 
8 x 40  ZCF 

7 x 50  ZCF 
10x50 

BUDGET  RANGE 

8 x 30  ZCF 
AEROLITE  16  x 50 

SPECIAL  OFFER 
SWIFT  8 x 32  SP 

MIRADOR 
CORVETTE  8 x 42 
CORVETTE  10  x 50 
8x32 
10x42 
10x50 

BRESSER 

LINNEAR  10  x 42 
LINNEAR  8 x 42 
CONDOR  8 x 40 


Cl  19  00 
£11700 
£123  00 
£109  00 
£11900 

£3995 

£99.95 

£99.95 

£82.65 

£44.25 

£45.70 

£49.60 

£5070 

£22  95 
£2495 

£6995 

£118  95 
£129  30 
£125.90 
£136.30 
£153.50 

£129.95 
£129  95 
£101.80 


BUSHNELL 

SPORTSVIEW  8 x 40  £58  95 

SPORTSVIEW  10  x 50  £63  80 

SWIFT 

STADIUM  8 x 30  £44.95 

STADIUM  8 x 40  £49  95 

STADIUM  7 x 50  £50  25 

STADIUM  10  x 50  £51  00 

BELMONT  8 x 40  £65  40 

BELMONT  10  x 50  £72.00 

AUDUBON  8 5 x 44  £175  00 

OSPREY  7.5  x 42  £145.00 

LEITZ 

10  x 40  BW  £517  00 

8 x 40  BA  £499  00 

8 x 20  BC  £235  00 

8 x 20  BCA  £247  00 

ZEISS  WEST 

10  x 40  BGAT  £527  00 

8 x 20  B £212  99 

10  x 25  B £232  80 

SPOTTING  SCOPES 
ADLERBLICK  80 

WITH  25  x E P £349  00 

BAUSCH  & LOMB 
DISCOVERER  1 5-60  x 60  £1 99  00 

SPACEMASTER  15-45x60  £199  00 
MIRADOR  MERLIN 
25  x 60  £99  00 

18-40  x 60  £129  00 

32x  75  £129  00 

22-47  x 75  £159  00 


KOWA 

TSN-1  BODY  £239  00 

TSN-2  BODY  £229  00 

25  x 40  x E.P  £45  00 

20  x W.A  E.P.  £69  00 

ZOOM  E.P  £102.95 

TS-601  BODY  £189  00 

TS-602  BODY  £169  00 

20  x 40  x E P £45  00 

20  xW  A.  E.P  £49  00 

ZOOM  E P £99  00 

NEW 

SWALLOW 

18-60  x 60  £129  95 

THESE  ARE  A 
SELECTION  FROM 
OUR  EXTENSIVE  RANGE 
OF  TELESCOPES  AND 
BINOCULARS  FOR  THE 
BIRDWATCHER 


PART  EXCHANGE  WELCOME 


COMPETITIVE  PRICES 


WE  WILL  HAPPILY  MATCH  ANY  ° 
GENUINE  ADVERTISED  PRICE  CO 

Q 

FULL  SERVICE  AND  REPAIR 
FACILITIES  AVAILABLE  . 


LONDON  CAMERA  EXCHANGE 


BINOCULARS 

ALPIN  BY  OPTOLYTH 


TELESCOPES 

OPTOLYTH  TELESCOPES 

FOR  THOSE  WHO  WANT  ONLY  THE  BEST 

Superior  definition  Light-transmission  plus  the  widest 
field  at  high  magnifications 


W.  EUROPE’S  MOST  POPULAR 
COMPACT  AND  LIGHTWEIGHT 


30X75GA 


Weight 

44oz 


Field 

120ft. 


Pnce 

£318  Case  £35 


BINOCULARS 

22x60GA 

35oz 

183ft. 

£210 

Weight 

Field 

Price 

22x70GA 

37oz 

— 

£290 

EYEPIECES 

10x50BA 

22.5oz 

309ft 

£221  (inc.  case) 

22-60x70GA 

47oz 

87-54ft 

£353 

20xWW  £88 

10x40BGA 

19oz 

345ft 

£205  (inc.  case) 

30x80 

£353 

20x  £56 

8x40BGA 

19oz 

330ft 

£200  (inc.  case) 

TB  80  Body 

£344 

30x  £57 

8x30BGA 

14oz 

420ft 

£186  (inc.  case) 

TBS  80  Body 

£320 

40x  £58 

MAIL  ORDER 


2 WELCOMED 

g Part  Exchange 
Available 


London  Camera  Exchange 

10  High  Street  13  Cheap  Street 

Southampton.  Hants.  Bath 

Tel:  (0703)  221597  Avon  BA1  1NB 

Tel:  (0225)  62234 


l\ 


EcoSafaris 


Our  BIRDWATCHING  and  WILDLIFE  SAFARIS  FOR  1988 
include  some  very  special  tours: 

★ KENYA  BIRDWATCHING 

led  by  Dr  Peter  Jack  of  the  B.T.O. 

★ ZIMBABWE  BIRDWATCHING 
led  by  Brian  Rawstrom 

★ ZAIRE  BIRDS,  BUTTERFLIES  AND  BIG  GAME 
led  by  Dr  Pat  Rogers 

★ FRANCE  THE  CAMARGUE  and  BRITTANY  BIRDWATCHING 
and  WILDLIFE 

★ INDIA  & ASSAM  BIRDS  & WILDLIFE 
led  by  Sybil  Sassoon 

★ ZAMBIA  & ZIMBABWE  SAVE  THE  RHINO  SAFARI 
led  by  Virginia  McKenna 

IVhy  not  consult  us  for  your  wildlife  holiday?  We  are  the  safari  people. 
Write  or  call  us  for  our  1988  brochure: 

ECOSAFARIS  (UK)  Ltd 

146  Gloucester  Road,  London  SW7  4SZ 
Telephone:  01-370  5032/3,  373  0473 


LD 

Csj 

CO 
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CARL  ZEISS  SWIFT  ADLERBLIK  GREENKAT  PENTAX  MINOLTA  OPTOLYTH  TASCO  BUSHNELL  KOWA  MIRADOR  PRAKTICA  HARTMAN 


of  BIRMINGHAM 


Binoculars — Telescope  Dealers 
Wide  Range — Top  Quality — 
Discount  Prices 


LTD. 


OPTOLYTH 

MAIN 

STOCKISTS 


MAIL  ORDER  WELCOME— VISA— NOW  OFFICIAL  DISTRIBUTOR  OF 
HARTMAN  WEZLAR  QUALITY  BINOCULARS 


Sherwoods  are  a major  Binocular  and  Telescope  stockist  in 
the  Midlands — we  carry  large  stocks  of  popular  brands  and 

guarantee  the  lowest  price  in  town  on  goods  in  stock  Call 
into  our  shop  in  Birmingham.  We  offer  Sale  on  Approval — 
Accept  Part  Exchange — Offer  Credit  Facilities. 

We  offer  Discounts  for  RSPB  Members  on  selected  items. 


11-13  Gt.  Western  Arcade,  Birmingham  B2  5HU. 
Tel:  021 -236  7211. 


(1)268) 


New  From  Oxford 


Compact  Edition  of  the  Handbook  of  the 
Birds  of  India  and  Pakistan 

Together  with  those  of  Bangladesh,  Nepal,  Bhutan,  and  Sri  Lanka 
Second  Edition 

Salim  \li  and  S.  Dillon  Ripley 

The  text  of  the  full  Handbook  has  been  photographically  reduced  to  provide  a 
more  portable  version  of  this  beautifully  illustrated  reference  to  1 ,200 
species — their  distribution,  habits,  breeding  biology,  diet,  voice,  and  other  details. 
The  106  colour  plates  by  famous  bird  painter  John  Henry  Dick  remain  full-sized. 

0 19  562063  1 , 816  pp.,  illus.,  OUP  India,  April  1988  £75.00 

The  Quails,  Partridges,  and  Francolins  of 
the  World 

Paul  A.  Johnsgard 

This  unrivalled  companion  volume  to  the  author's  highly  successful  Pheasants  of 
the  World  decribes  three  times  as  many  species.  127  beautiful  colour 
plates — mostly  by  Henry  Jones — illustrate  all  of  the  species  in  the  group.  The 
descriptions  cover  biology,  ecology,  development,  behaviour,  taxonomy,  and 
zoogeographic  aspects. 

0 19  857193  3,  280  pp.,  illus.,  May  1988  £47.50 

Handbook  of  the  Birds  of  India 
and  Pakistan 

5.  Larks  to  the  Grey  Hvpocolius 

Salim  Ali  and  S.  Dillon  Ripley 

This  second  edition  features  a completely  new  set  of  colour  and  black-and-white 
plates  by  John  Henry  Dick,  illustrating  120  forms.  The  text  has  also  been  revised 
where  necessary. 

the  much-praised  standard  work  on  the  birds  of  the  sub-continent  British  Birds 
0 19  561857  2,  292  pp.,  illus.,  OUP  India  Bombay  Natural  History  Society,  1987 

£17.50 


Now  in  paperback 


The  Birds  of  China 

R.  VI.  de  Schauensee 

It  is  something  of  an  achievement  to  cram  the 
1 ,195  species  of  birds  occurring  in  China  into 
one  volume  . . . authors  and  artists  have  given 
us  a book  to  value.  British  Birds 
this  is  a book  which  really  has  no  rival.  The 
Ibis 

0 87474  363  X,  780  pp.,  illus.,  Smithsonian 
institution  Press,  1987  £19.50 
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Binoculars  and 

telescopes  survey 


/.  T.  R.  Shamrock 

This  report  is  the  fourth  on  a survey  of  the  binocular  and  telescope 
ownership,  and  views  on  these  items  of  equipment,  of  the  readers  of 
the  monthly  magazine  British  Birds.  Previous  surveys  were  published  in 
1978,  1982  and  1985  {Brit.  Birds  71:  429-439;  76:  155-161;  78:  167-175).  As 
i ii  the  past,  a questionnaire  was  included  in  an  issue  of  the  magazine 
(October  1987)  and  readers  were  invited  to  detach,  complete  and  return 
it;  on  this  occasion,  a total  of  1,259  subscribers  did  so.  We  recognise  that 
this  is  not  a random  sample,  but  the  readers  of  British  Birds  are  the  most 
experienced  users  of  optical  equipment  for  birdwatching,  in  a wide  variety 
of  weather  conditions  and  habitats,  from  arid  deserts  to  humid  tropical 
rain-forests,  for  long  periods  in  mist  and  rain  when  watching  passing 
seabirds,  or  for  intense  watching  of  breeding  behaviour,  or  the  reading  of 
ring-numbers  on  marked  individuals  in  flocks  of  geese.  Those  who 
returned  completed  questionnaires  will  probably  include  higher  propor- 
tions of  those  who  particularly  like  or  particularly  dislike  the  equipment 
which  they  are  using,  who  will  have  had  a greater  incentive  to  report  on 
the  quality  or  the  failings  of  their  binoculars  or  telescopes  than  those 
birdwatchers  who  were  mainly  content  with  their  instruments. 

It  should  be  stressed  that  even  binocular  and  telescope  named  or  listed 
in  this  report  has  been  rated  at  least  as  ‘Good'  (or  as  ‘Very  good'  or 
‘Excellent’).  Even  the  most  lowly  rated  will  be  one  of  the  top  30  optical 
instruments  available,  and  far  superior  to  many  of  those  that  can 
commonly  be  found  for  sale  in  ‘High  Street  stores'.  It  is  important  that 
readers  of  this  report  recognise  that  even  those  at  the  bottom  of  our  tables 
can  still  be  excellent  value  for  money. 


[Bril.  Birds H\  : 149-160.  April  I9KH] 
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Binoculars 

Most  popular  binoculars 
Among  British  Birds  subscribers,  the  most  frequently  owned  binocular  is 
still  the  Zeiss  West  Dialyt  10  X 40B.  Indeed,  since  our  last  survey,  this  has 
increased  in  popularity  by  over  8%,  to  stand  more  than  20%  clear  of  its 
nearest  rival  (table  1).  The  Zeiss  Jena  Jenoptem  10  X 50  remains  in  second 
place.  Four  models  have  shown  small  but  significant  increases  in  the  three 
years  since  our  last  survey:  Leitz  Trinovid  10  X 40B  (up  2.2%),  Optolyth 
Alpin  10  X 50,  Optolyth  Alpin  10  X 40  and  Zeiss  West  7 X 42  (all  up  1.1- 
1.3%). 

Table  1.  Most  popular  binoculars 

The  binoculars  most  frequently  owned  by  knowledgeable  birdwatchers  in  1987 

(1985  1985  Now 

Position  position)  Make  & model  (%)  (%) 


1st 

(1) 

ZEISS  WEST  Dialyt  10  x 40B 

20.7 

28.8 

2nd 

(2) 

ZEISS  JENA  Jenoptem  10  X 50 

13.1 

8.7 

3rd 

(4) 

LEITZ  Trinovid  10  X 40B 

4.8 

7.0 

4th 

(5) 

OPTOLYTH  Alpin  10  x 50 

3.5 

4.8 

5th 

(3) 

SWIFT  Audubon  8.5  X 44 

7.0 

4.4 

bth 

(9) 

OPTOLYTH  Alpin  10  x 40 

2.6 

3.7 

7th 

(7) 

ZEISS  JENA  Jenoptem  8 X 30 

3.0 

3.3 

8th 

(8) 

LEITZ  Trinovid  8 x 40B 

2.7 

2.5 

9th 

(9) 

ZEISS  JENA  Notarem  10  x 40B 

2.6 

2.2 

10th 

(11) 

SWAROVSKJ/HABICHT  Diana  10  X 40 

2.3 

1.7 

11th 

(16) 

SWIFT  Newport  10  x 50 

0.8 

1.6 

12th 

(6) 

MIRADOR  10  x 40 

3.2 

1.4 

13th  = 

(12) 

ZEISS  JENA  Dekarem  10  X 50 

1.5 

1.2 

13th  = 

— 

ZEISS  WEST  7 x 42 

— 

1.2 

15th 

(14) 

SWIFT  Trilvte  10  X 40B 

0.9 

0.8 

All  others 

28.0 

27.6 

Most  popular  makes  of  binocular 

Since  one  manufacturer  may  produce  only  one  or  two  models  suitable  for 
birdwatching  whereas  another  may  make  half-a-dozen  or  more,  we  have 
on  this  occasion  listed  not  only  the  most  popular  models  (table  1),  but 
also  the  most  popular  makes  (table  2).  Zeiss  West  is  well  in  the  lead,  with 

Table  2.  Most  popular  makes  of  binocular 
The  makes  most  frequently  owned  by  knowledgeable  birdwatchers  in  1987 


Position 

Make 

% 

1st 

ZEISS  WEST 

30.8 

2nd 

ZEISS  JENA 

16.4 

3rd 

OPTOLYTH 

10.4 

4th 

LEITZ 

10.3 

5th 

SWIFT 

9.5 

6th 

SWAROVSKI/HABICHT 

2.3 

7th 

OPTICRON 

1.7 

8th 

MIRADOR 

1.4 

9th 

PEN  FAX 

1.0 

10th 

ROSS 

0.9 

11th 

NIKON 

0.8 

All  others 

14.5 
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three  in  every  ten  experienced  birdwatchers  owning  a Zeiss  West  binocular. 
I he  East  German  firm,  Zeiss  Jena,  lies  second,  with  Optolyth,  Leitz  and  Swift 
occupying  the  third  to  fifth  positions. 

Most  highly  rated  binoculars 

The  questionnaire  asked  owners  to  rate  their  binoculars  on  a six-category 
performance  scale:  as  Excellent,  Very  good,  Good,  Satisfactory,  Poor  or 
Very  poor.  Although  subjective,  these  assessments,  made  independently 
by  the  1,259  owners,  give  a good  indication  of  the  quality  of  the  different 
models,  based  on  thousands  of  hours  of  intensive  field  use  (which  we 
believe  to  be  more  relevant  than  any  amount  of  laboratory  testing). 

Top,  with  an  amazing  100%  record,  came  a newcomer  to  this  table,  the 
Zeiss  West  7 X 42,  all  of  whose  owners  rated  ii  as  ‘Excellent"  (table  3). 
Second,  up  one  position  from  1985,  was  another  Zeiss  West  model,  the 
Dialyt  10  X 40B.  Other  models,  all  rated  as  ‘Excellent  on  average,  were 
the  Leitz  7 X 42,  the  Leitz  Trinovid  8 x 40B,  the  Leitz  Trinovid  10  X 40B, 
the  Swarovski/Habicht  Diana  10  x 40  and  the  Opticron  Elite  9 x 35. 

Table  3.  Most  highly  rated  binoculars 

Performance  of  binoculars  as  rated  b\  their  owners 
Performance  rating:  6 — excellent,  5 = very  good,  4 = good,  3 = satisfactory  , 2 = poor,  1 - 

very  poor 

(1985  Performance  rating  Average  per- 


Position 

positior 

) Make  & model 

8 

5 

4 

3 

2 

1 forma  tue 

rating 

1 si 

ZEISS  WEST  7 x 42 

15 

Excellent 

8.00 

2nd 

(3) 

ZEISS  WEST  Dialyt  10  x 40B 

306 

53 

1 

Excellent 

5.84 

3rd 

— 

I.EITZ  7 x 42 

8 

1 

Excellent 

5.71 

4lh 

(1) 

LEITZ  Trinovid  8 x 40 B 

23 

7 

1 

Excellent 

5.71 

5th 

(2) 

I.EITZ  Trinovid  10  x 40B 

70 

13 

3 

i 

Excellent 

5.70 

lith 

(4) 

SWAROVSKI  HAB1CHT  Diana  10  x 40 

13 

8 

1 

Excellent 

5.55 

7lh 

— 

OPTICRON  Elite  9 x 35 

4 

4 

Excellent 

5.50 

Hlh 

(5) 

OPTOI.YTH  Alpin  10  x 50 

28 

29 

4 

Yen  good 

5 39 

9th 

(8) 

SWIFT  Osprey  7.5  x 42 

3 

8 

Very  good 

5.33 

10th 

(13) 

SU  M '1  Audubon  8.5  x 4-3 

24 

22 

8 

1 

Very  good 

5.25 

1 lilt 

(7) 

OPTOI.YTH  Alpin  10  x 40 

15 

27 

4 

Very  good 

5.24 

12th 

(6) 

OPTOI.YTH  8 x 40 

1 

5 

Very  good 

5.17 

13th 

— 

NIKON  (all  models) 

3 

4 

2 

1 

Yen  good 

4.90 

14th 

— 

ZEISS  JENA  Deltrintetn  8 x 30 

3 

2 

2 

1 

Very  good 

4 88 

15th 

(9) 

ZEISS  JENA  Dekarem  10  x 50 

3 

8 

3 

1 

Yen  good 

4.87 

1 6th 

(17) 

PF.NTAX  8 x 40 

3 

1 

Very  good 

4.75 

18th  = 

(16) 

SWIFT  Newport  10  X 50 

4 

8 

7 

1 

Very  good 

4.75 

IKtli 

(12) 

ZEISS  JENA  Jenoptem  10  X 50 

14 

55 

33 

8 

Yen  good 

4.71 

19th 

(18) 

SWIl-T  Trilvie  10  x 40B 

1 

5 

4 

Yen  good 

4.70 

20th 

(15) 

MIRADOR  10  x 40 

1 

10 

5 

i 

Very  good 

4.85 

2 1st 

(II) 

ROSS  Stepruva  9 x 35 

3 

2 

Very  good 

4.80 

22nd 

(14) 

ZEISS  JENA  Jenoptem  8 x 50 

5 

20 

12 

5 

Yen-  good 

4.60 

23rd 



OPTICRON  Classic  10  x 42 

i 

3 

1 

i 

\ ety  good 

4.50 

23rd  = 



PF.NTAX  10  x 50 

4 

1 

i 

Yen  good 

4.50 

25th 

(10) 

ZEISS  JENA  Notarem  10  x 40B 

2 

15 

8 

4 

i 

Good 

4.46 

26  th 

— 

OPTICRON  Polarex  10  x 50 

i 

o 

•> 

2 

Good 

4.29 

Regular  readers  of  these  survey  reports  may  wonder  how  the  same 
model  can  be  more  (or  less)  highly  rated  in  one  survey  compared  with 
another.  In  some  cases,  the  model  may  have  been  changed  slightly  by  the 
manufacturer  (not,  unfortunately,  always  for  the  better).  In  others,  longer 
usage  may  have  revealed  previously  undetected  faults.  Thirdly,  bird- 
watchers' requirements  change.  For  instance,  35.1%  of  respondents  to  this 
survey  wear  spectacles  (comparable  with  the  33. 1 %-35.9%  in  our  previous 
surveys),  but  more  now  put  their  binoculars  up  to  the  spectacles  (63%, 
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compared  with  the  previous  57%-59%)  rather  than  lifting  or  removing 
their  spectacles  first  (37%,  compared  with  the  previous  41%-43%).  Thus, 
more  birdwatchers  will  be  demanding  a wide  field  of  view,  flexible 
eyepiece  rims  and  optics  designed  for  spectacle  wearers.  For  them,  a 
binocular  identical  to  one  which  they  previously  regarded  as  ‘Excellent'  or 
‘Very  good’  could  now  be  rated  as  ‘Poor’  or  even  ‘Very  poor’.  Fourthly, 
there  is  no  doubt  that  the  views  of  one  birdwatcher  influence  another,  and 
there  are  ‘fashions’  created  partly  by  advertising,  but  also  by  word-of- 
mouth  recommendations.  If  someone  has  not  got  ‘this  year's  model’,  he  or 
she  may  be  less  content  with  the  binocular  which  he  or  she  does  own,  in 
the  belief  (justified  or  unjustified)  that  it  is  not  as  good  as  it  could  be. 

In  addition,  there  are,  of  course,  improvements  and  new  models 
constantly  becoming  available.  It  is  especially  noticeable  that  three 
models  appearing  in  our  table  for  the  first  time,  and  all  rated  as 
‘Excellent’ — Zeiss  West  1 X 42,  Leitz  7 X 42  and  Optician  Elite  9 X 35 — have 
a lower  magnification  than  the  formerly  fashionable  10  X.  This  almost 
certainly  reflects  the  still  increasing  habitual  use  of  the  telescope-and- 
tripod  combination  (see  later),  so  that  most  experienced  birdwatchers  do 
not  need  such  powerful  binoculars  and  put  even  greater  stress  than  before 
on  a large  field  of  view. 

The  mast  satisfactory  binoculars 

Three  binoculars  stand  head-and-shoulders  above  all  others  when  owners 
are  asked  whether  they  would  buy  the  same  again  or  change  to  another 
Table  4.  The  most  satisfactory  binoculars 
Proportion  of  current  owners  who  would  buy  the  same  binoculars  again 
(1985 


Position 

position) 

Make  & model 

No. 

(%) 

1st 

— 

ZEISS  WEST  7 x 42 

14/15 

93.3 

2nd 

(1) 

ZEISS  WEST  Dialyt  10  X 40B 

311/362 

85.9 

3rd 

(2) 

LEITZ  Trinovid  10  X 40B 

71/88 

80.7 

4th 

— 

LEITZ  7 x 42 

4/7 

57.1 

5th 

— 

OPTICRON  Elite  9 x 35 

4/8 

50.0 

6th 

(3) 

OPTOLYTH  Alpin  10  x 50 

29/61 

47.5 

7th 

(6) 

OPTOLYTH  Alpin  10  X 40 

21/47 

44.7 

8th 

(4) 

LEITZ  Trinovid  8 X 40B 

13/31 

41.9 

9th 

(13) 

SWIFT  Audubon  8.5  x 44 

21/55 

38.2 

10th 

— 

ZEISS  JENA  Deltrintem  8 x 30 

3/8 

37.5 

11th 

(5) 

SWAROVSKI/H  ABICHT  Diana  10  X 40 

8/22 

36.4 

12th 

(8) 

OPTOLYTH  Alpin  8 x 40 

2/6 

33.3 

13th 

(9) 

ZEISS  JENA  Jenoptem  10  X 50 

33/109 

30.3 

14th 

(17) 

SWIFT  Trilyte  10  X 40B 

3/10 

30.0 

15th 

(11) 

ZEISS  JENA  Dekarem  10  x 50 

3/15 

20.0 

16th 

(7) 

ZEISS  JENA  Notarem  10  x 40B 

5/28 

17.9 

17th  = 

— 

OPTICRON  Classic  10  x 42 

1/6 

16.7 

17th  = 

— 

PENTAX  10  x 50 

1/6 

16.7 

17th  = 

(10) 

ZEISS  JENA  Jenoptem  8 x 30 

7/42 

16.7 

20th 

— 

OPTICRON  Polarex  10  X 50 

1/7 

14.3 

21st 

(14) 

MIRADOR  10  x 40 

1/17 

5.9 

22nd 

(15) 

SWIFT  Newport  10  x 50 

1/20 

5.0 

All  others 

25/289 

8.7 

153 


Binoculars  and  telescopes  survey  1988 

model.  The  highly  rated  Zeiss  West  7 X 42  tops  the  table  (table  4),  followed 
by  its  stablemate,  the  Zeiss  West  Dialyt  10  X 40B,  and  the  latter’s 
equivalent  Leitz  model,  the  1 rinovid  10  X 40B.  Again,  the  high  positions 
in  the  table  of  relatively  low-magnification  models  is  noticeable. 

Top  binoculars  for  the  future 

By  combining  the  totals  of  birdwatchers  who  intend  to  buy  the  same 
model  again  (table  4)  with  those  who  plan  to  switch  to  each  model,  we  can 
predict  current  purchasing  intentions  over  the  next  few  years  (although 
these  will  obviously  be  amended  as  new  models  appear  or  advertising 
influences  purchasers’  decisions). 

1 op  model  last  time,  and  still  dominantly  at  the  head  of  the  table,  is  the 
Zeiss  West  Dialyt  10  X 40B  (table  5).  Our  figures  suggest  that  over  one- 
third  of  the  binoculars  sold  to  experienced  birdwatchers  in  the  next  few 
years  will  be  this  model.  Its  great  rival,  the  Leitz  Trinovid  10  x 40B, 
remains  in  second  place.  As  an  aside,  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  5%  of 
Zeiss  West  10  X 40  owners  plan  to  switch  to  Leitz  10  X 40  next  time, 
compared  with  7%  ol  Leitz  10  x 40  owners  who  intend  to  change  to  a Zeiss 
West  10  X 40. 

Table  5.  Top  binoculars  for  the  future 

I he  make  and  model  which  experienced  birdwatchers  intend  to  purchase  next  time  that  the\ 

buy  a pair  of  binoculars 


Position 

(1985 

position) 

Make  & model 

1985 

(%) 

Now 

(%) 

1st 

(1) 

/KISS  YVKST  Dialyt  10  x 40B 

40.9 

3b. 8 

2nd 

(2) 

I. KIT/.  Trinovid  10  X 40B 

1 1.8 

11.4 

3rd 

— 

ZEISS  WEST  7 x 42 

— 

4.1 

4th 

(4) 

OPTOLYTH  Alpin  10  x 50 

7.1 

3.9 

5 th 

(5) 

OPTOLYTH  Alpin  10  X 40 

3.6 

3.2 

bth 

(3) 

ZEISS  JENA  Jenoptem  10  X 50 

8.5 

2.b 

7th 

(h) 

SWIFT  Audubon  8.5  x 44 

3.1 

2.1 

8th 

(7) 

LEITZ  Trinovid  8 X 40B 

3.0 

1.0 

9th 

(9) 

/.KISS  JKNA  Notarem  10  X 40B 

2.3 

0.9 

10th 

(8) 

SWAROVSK.I/HABICHT  Diana  10  X 40 

2.5 

0.8 

11th 

(10) 

/KISS  JENA  Jenoptem  8 x 30 

1.3 

O.b 

12th 

— 

LEITZ  7 x 42 

— 

0.4 

13th  = 

(ID 

MIRADOR  10  x 40 

1.2 

0.3 

13th  = 

— 

OPTICRON  Elite  9 x 35 

— 

0.3 

15th  = 

(15) 

SWIFT  Trilyte  10  x 40B 

0.3 

0.2 

15th  = 

(13) 

/KISS  JKNA  Dekarem  10  x 50 

0.5 

0.2 

15th  = 

— 

/KISS  JENA  Deltrintem  8 x 30 

— 

0.2 

18th 

(12) 

OPTOLYTH  Alpin  8 x 40 

1.0 

0.2 

Others  or  don't  know 

30.8 

The  most  striking  new  entries  are  the  Zeiss  West  7 X 42.  which  has  leapt 
into  third  place,  and  the  Leitz  7 X 42,  which  is  twelfth.  We  predict, 
however,  that  actual  sales  of  these  two  binoculars  will  exceed  the  figures 
indicated  here,  for  word-of-mouth  praise  of  the  attributes  of  a 7 X 42 
compared  with  the  still-fashionable  10  X 40  is.  in  our  view,  likely  to  result 
in  both  the  Zeiss  West  7 X 42  and  the  Leitz  7 X 42  becoming  very  popular 
purchases  in  the  late  1980s.  The  Opticron  Elite  9 X 35  and  Zeiss  Jena 
Deltrintem  8 X 30  may  also  be  significant  new  entries,  for  none  of  the 
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other  12  models  listed  has  a larger  potential  share  of  the  market  now, 
compared  with  that  predicted  for  future  sales  in  our  1985  survey  report. 

Top  makes  of  binocular  for  the  future 

The  pre-eminent  position  of  Zeiss  West  is  confirmed  (table  6),  for  the 
increasing  popularity  of  the  Zeiss  West  7 X 42  exactly  matches  the  slight 
drop  in  favour  of  the  top  birdwatching  model,  the  Zeiss  West  Dialyt  10  X 
40B  (table  5).  Leitz , Optolyth  and  Zeiss  Jena  are  the  next  most  favourite 
planned  purchases,  but  comparison  of  table  2 and  table  6 indicates  clearly 
that  popularity  encourages  popularity:  provided  that  it  is  highly  regarded, 
most  people  not  only  want  but  also  plan  to  buy  the  best  that  is  available, 
and  change  to  a good  model  is  likely  to  follow  the  well-known  snowball 
principle.  By  the  early  1990s,  we  expect  that  well  over  half  of  the  most 
knowledgeable  birdwatchers  will  own  either  a Zeiss  West  or  a Leitz 
binocular.  Luckily,  there  are  another  half-dozen  excellent  makes  which 
provide  cheaper  alternatives  for  those  who  are  less-well-heeled  or  who  do 
not  wish  to  make  such  a major  investment  in  one  item  of  equipment: 
Optolyth , Zeiss  Jena,  Swift,  Swarovski/Habicht,  Opticron  and  Mirador  can  all  be 
recommended. 

Table  6.  Top  makes  of  binocular  for  the  future 

The  makes  which  experienced  birdwatchers  intend  to  purchase  next  time  that  they  buy  a 

pair  of  binoculars 

Position  Make  % 


1st 

ZEISS  WEST 

41.3 

2nd 

LEITZ 

12.8 

3rd 

OPTOLYTH 

7.2 

4th 

ZEISS  JENA 

4.5 

5th 

SWIFT 

2.4 

6th 

SWAROVSKI/HABICHT 

0.9 

7th 

OPTICRON 

0.5 

8th 

MIRADOR 

0.3 

Others  or  don’t  know 

30.1 

Telescopes 

The  proportion  of  British  Birds- level  birdwatchers  owning  and  using  a 
telescope  has  now  increased  to  over  91%  (from  64%  in  1978,  81%  in  1982 
and  86%  in  1985).  The  proportion  who  use  one  ‘Always'  or  ‘Regularly’ 
when  birdwatching  has  also  continued  to  increase,  having  now  reached 
86%  (from  41%  in  1978,  76%  in  1982  and  80%  in  1985).  The  constant  use  of 
a tripod  has  also  continued  to  gain  adherents,  with  70%  now  always  using 
a telescope-on-tripod  combination  (compared  with  22%  in  1978,  50%  in 
1982  and  55%  in  1985),  and  only  7%  now  never  or  only  occasionally  using 
a tripod  (the  figure  was  as  high  as  43%  only  ten  years  ago,  in  1978). 
Nowadays,  only  11%  of  experienced  birdwatchers  do  not  own  and  use  a 
telescope-with-tripod  combination  as  well  as  binoculars. 

Most  popular  telescopes 

The  most  frequently  owned  telescope  is  now  the  Bushnell  Spacemaster 
X 60,  which  has  risen  three  places  since  1985  to  become  the  most  popular 
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Table  7.  Most  popular  telescopes 

1 he  telescopes  most  frequently  owned  by  knowledgeable  birdwatchers  in  1987 
wee  = with  changeable  eyepieces 


Position 

(1985 

position) 

Make  & model 

1985 

(%) 

Now 

(%) 

1st 

(4) 

BUSHNELL  Spacemaster  x60  wee 

12.6 

14.9 

2nd 

(1) 

OPTOLYTH  30  x 75GA 

19.9 

13.1 

3rd 

— 

KOWA  TSN-l/TSN-2  x 77  wee 

— 

11.0 

4th 

(2) 

KOWA  TS-l/TS-2  x 80  wee 

13.2 

6.9 

5th  — 

(3) 

BUSHNELL/BAUSCH  & EOMB  Discoverer 

15-80  X 60 

12.8 

5.7 

5th  — 

(10) 

OPTOLYTH  30  x 80GA 

1.2 

5.7 

7th 

(5) 

HER  PEL  & REUSS  Televari  25-60  x 60 

12.5 

5. 1 

8th 

(9) 

MIRADOR  x 60  wee 

2.4 

3.3 

9th 

— 

NIKON  Eieldscope  20  x 60  Ed 

— 

3.0 

10th 

(6) 

NICKEL  Supra  15-60  x 60 

7.2 

00 

evi 

11th 

(16) 

OPTICRON  Piccolo  x 60  wee 

0.5 

1.7 

12th 

(8) 

SWIFT  Telemaster  15-60  x 60 

2.8 

1.6 

13th 

(12) 

OPTICRON  High  resolution  x 60  wee 

0.9 

1.5 

14th 

(13) 

OP  TIMA  x 60  wee 

0.7 

1.4 

15th  = 

— 

OPTICRON  20-60  x 60 

— 

1.3 

15th  = 

(7) 

SCHMIDT  & BENDER  15-60  x 60 

3.0 

1.3 

17th 

(11) 

OPTOLYTH  22  x 60GA 

1.1 

0.9 

All  others 

18.8 

model  (table  7).  Close  behind  are  the  Optolyth  30  X 75GA  and  a new  entry, 
the  Kowa  TSN-l/TSN-2,  which  has  leapt  from  nowhere  to  achieve  third 
place  and  a sizeable  1 1%  of  the  market.  Other  models  which  have  gained 
in  popularity  are  the  Optolyth  30  X 80GA,  the  Mirador  X 60,  the  A 'ikon 
Fieldscope  20  X 60  Ed,  the  Opticron  Piccolo  X 60,  the  Opticron  HR  x 60,  the 
Optima  X 60  and  the  Opticron  20-60  x 60. 

Most  popular  makes  of  telescope 

Each  with  more  than  one  popular  model,  three  makes — Kowa.  Optolyth  and 

Table  8.  Most  popular  makes  of  telescope 


The  makes  most  frequently  owned  by  knowledgeable  birdwatchers  in  1987 
Position  Make  % 


1st 

KOWA 

24.0 

2nd 

OPTOIATH 

21.3 

3rd 

BUSHNELL/BAUSCH  & EOMB 

20.6 

4th 

OPTICRON 

7.8 

5th 

HER  TEL  & REUSS 

5. 1 

6th 

MIRADOR 

3.3 

7th 

NIKON 

3.0 

8th 

NICKEL 

2.8 

9th 

SWIFT 

1.6 

10th 

OPTIMA 

1.4 

11th 

SCHMIDT  & BENDER 

1.3 

12th 

CHARLES  FRANK 

1.0 

13th 

SWAROVSKI/'H  ABICHT 

0.7 

14th 

GREEN KAT 

0.5 

15th 

TAM  RON 

0.4 

1 6th 

QUEST  AR 

0.3 

Others 

4.9 
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Bushnell/ Bausch  & Lomb — account  together  for  almost  two-thirds  of  the 
telescopes  owned  by  British  Birds  subscribers  (table  8).  Kowa,  the  top  make, 
is  now  owned  by  almost  one-quarter  of  all  knowledgeable  birdwatchers. 


Most  highly  rated  telescopes 

The  crystal-clear  image  produced  by  the  Questar  mirrorlens  telescope,  even 
at  the  highest  magnifications,  is  legendary.  It  is  hardly  surprising, 
therefore,  that  it  has  again  achieved  a 100%  record,  with  all  of  its  few 
owners  rating  it  as  ‘Excellent-  (table  9).  Straight  in  at  second  place  is  a 
new  entry  in  our  tables,  the  Nikon  Fieldscope  20  X 60  Ed.  With  the  same 
score  as  in  our  last  survey,  the  Swarovski/Habicht  30  X 75  is  again  very 
highly  rated  by  its  owners.  The  Kowa  TSN-l/TSN-2  X77  and  the  Optolyth 
30  X 80GA  are  both  rated  as  ‘Excellent’.  We  must  again  stress  here, 
however,  that  all  25  models  listed  in  this  table  were  rated  as  ‘Good-,  ‘Very 
good-  or  ‘Excellent’:  these  are,  therefore,  the  top  25  models  for 
birdwatching,  selected  from  among  the  many  which  are  on  sale. 


Table  9.  Most  highly  rated  telescopes 

Performance  of  telescopes  as  rated  by  their  owners 
Performance:  6 = excellent,  5 = very  good,  4 — good,  3 = satisfactory,  2 = poor, 

1 = %'ery  poor 


Position 

(1985 

position 

)Make  & model 

6 

Pcrformam 
5 4 

e rating 
3 2 

Average  per- 
1 formance  rating 

1st 

ID 

QI  ES  I \l<  (mirrorlens)  w< c 

3 

Excellent 

6.00 

2nd 

— 

NIKON  Fieldscope  20  x 60  Ed 

29 

3 

1 

F.xcellent 

5.85 

3rd 

(2) 

SWAROVSKI/HABICHT  30  x 75 

6 

2 

Excellent 

5.75 

4th 

— 

KOWA  TSN-l/TSN-2  x 77  wee 

86 

36 

5 

Excellent 

5.64 

5th 

(4) 

OPTOI.YTI  1 30  x 80GA 

40 

21 

4 

i 

Excellent 

5.50 

6th 

(3) 

OPTOI.YTH  30  x 75GA 

80 

64 

6 

i 

Verv  good 

5.48 

7th  = 

(12) 

OPTOLYTH  22  X 60GA 

4 

6 

Verv  good 

5.40 

7th  = 

— 

TAMRON  20-60  x 65 

2 

3 

Very  good 

5.40 

9th 

(6) 

KOWA  TS-l/TS-2  x 60  wee 

28 

39 

12 

Very  good 

5.20 

l()th 

(5) 

BUSHNEIT  Spacemaster  x 60  wee 

54 

91 

24 

i i 

Very  good 

5.15 

1 1th 

— 

OPTICRON  20-60  x 60 

5 

7 

3 

Very  good 

5.13 

12th 

(9) 

OPTICRON  High  resolution 

x 60  wee 

6 

7 

4 

Very  good 

5.12 

13th  = 

— 

OPTICRON  Classic 

1 

3 

1 

Very  good 

5.00 

13th  = 

(10) 

OPTOIATH  22-60  x 70GA 

1 

2 

1 

Very  good 

5.00 

15th 

(8) 

BUSHNEL 1. /BAUSCH  & LOMB 

Discoverer  15-60  x 60 

14 

36 

10 

6 

Very  good 

4.88 

16th 

(11) 

MIRADOR  x 60  wee 

7 

15 

12 

3 

Very  good 

4.70 

17th 

— 

OPTICRON  Polarex 

5 

1 

Very  good 

4.67 

18th 

(13) 

OPTIMA  x 60  wee 

1 

8 

4 

2 

Very  good 

4.53 

19th 

(15) 

SWIFT  Telemaster  15-60  X 60 

3 

7 

3 

4 

Verv  good 

4.53 

20th 

(7) 

OPTICRON  Piccolo  x 60  wee 

3 

6 

8 

3 

Good 

4.45 

21st 

— 

CHARLES  FRANK  (all  models) 

1 

3 

6 

1 1 

Good 

4.17 

22nd 

(14) 

HF.RTEL  & RF.USS  Televari 

25-60  x 60 

1 

21 

19 

16  1 

Good 

4.09 

23rd 

(17) 

SCHMIDT  & BENDER  15-60  x 60 

4 

5 

5 1 

Good 

3.80 

24th 

(18) 

NICKEL  Supra  15-60  x 60 

5 

1 1 

13  3 

Good 

3.56 

25  th 

(16) 

GREENKAT  x 60 

2 

3 1 

Good 

3.50 

The  most  satisfactory  telescopes 

When  a new  telescope  takes  1 1%  of  the  market  (table  7),  beats  other  very 
well-known  models  in  its  performance  rating  (table  9)  and  then  gets  voted 
‘the  most  satisfactory  telescope’  (table  10),  everyone  planning  to  buy  a 
telescope  needs  to  take  notice.  The  Nikon  Fieldscope  20  X 60  Ed  is  clearly 
a most  remarkable  instrument. 

The  relatively  few  owners  of  Questar  mirrorlens  and  Tamron  20-60  X 65 
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Table  10.  The  most  satisfactory  telescopes 

Proportion  of  current  owners  who  would  buy  the  same  telescope  again 


(1985 


Position 

position) 

Make  & model 

No. 

% 

1st 

— 

NIKON  Fieldscope  20  x 80  F.d 

24/34 

70.6 

2nd 

(2) 

QUEST AR  (mirrorlens)  wee 

2/3 

66.7 

3rd 

— 

TAM  RON  20-60  x 65 

3/5 

60.0 

4th 

(4) 

OPTOLYTH  30  x 80GA 

34/ 66 

51.5 

5th 

— 

KOWA  'TSN-1 /TSN-2  x77  wee 

55/127 

43.3 

6th 

(8) 

OPTICRON  High  resolution  X 60  wee 

7/17 

41.2 

7th 

— 

OPTICRON  Classic 

2/5 

40.0 

8th 

(9) 

SWAROVSK1/HABICHT  30  x 75 

3/8 

37.5 

9th 

(1) 

BUSHNELL  Spacemaster  x 60  wee 

64/171 

37.4 

10th 

(12) 

OPTOLY  TH  22  x 60GA 

3/10 

30.0 

1 1th 

— 

OPTICRON  20-60  x 60 

4/15 

26.7 

12th 

(8) 

OPTOLY  TH  30  x 75GA 

40/151 

26.5 

13th 

(7) 

BUSHNELL/BAUSCH  & LOMU  Discoverer 

15-60  x 60 

16/66 

24.2 

14th 

(5) 

OPTICRON  Piccolo  x 60  wee 

I 20 

20.0 

15th 

(3) 

KOWA  TS-l/TS-2  X 60  wee 

14/79 

17.7 

lbth 

— 

( >P  TIMA  X 60  wee 

2/16 

12.5 

1 7th 

— 

SWIFT 'TELEMASTER  15-60  x 60 

2/18 

11.1 

18th 

— 

CHARLES  FRANK  (all  models) 

1/12 

8.3 

19th 

— 

SCHMID  T & BENDER  15-60  x 60 

1/15 

6.7 

20th 

(9) 

MIRA  DOR  x 60  wee 

2/38 

5.3 

2 1st 

— 

HERTEL  & REL'SS  Televari  25-60  x 60 

i 59 

5.1 

All  others 

66/215 

30.7 

telescopes  are  also  very  satisfied.  The  Optolyth  30  x 80GA  and  the  Kowa 
rSN-l/TSN-2  X 77  are  regarded  as  the  most  satisfactory  of  the  telescopes 
which  are  popular  with  experienced  birdwatchers. 

f op  telescopes  for  the  future 

Most  birdwatchers  plan  to  acquire  an  Optolyth  30  x 80GA,  a Korea  TSN-1/ 
TSN-2  X77,  an  Optolyth  30  x 75GA.  a Nikon  Fieldscope  20  X 60  Ed  or  a 
Bushnell  Spacemaster  X 60  the  next  time  that  they  buy  a telescope  (table 
1 1).  As  we  predicted  (Brit.  Birds  78:  175),  the  Optolyth  30  x 80GA  has  risen 
to  top  this  table,  ousting  its  stablemate,  the  Optolyth  30  X 75GA,  which 
was  first  in  our  last  survey.  The  Kowa  TSN-1  TSN-2  X 77  is  close  behind, 
and  another  new  entry,  the  Nikon  Fieldscope  20  X 60  Ed,  is,  in  our 
opinion,  likely  to  do  even  better  than  is  suggested  by  its  fourth  place  and 
6.9%  share. 

Top  makes  of  telescope  for  the  future 

Our  survey  shows  that  two  makes  of  telescope — Korea  and  Optolyth — are 
together  likely  to  take  the  lion's  share  of  purchases  by  birdwatchers  in  the 
next  few  years  (table  12).  Korea  is  at  present  the  top  make,  which  over 
one-third  of  experienced  birdwatchers  plan  to  purchase  next  time  that 
they  buy  a telescope.  As  we  have  already  stated,  however,  we  predict  that 
Nikon,  with  its  Fieldscope,  will  take  more  than  the  6.9%  shown  in  table  12. 
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Table  11.  Top  telescopes  for  the  future 

hich  experienced  birdwatchers  intend  to  purchase  next  time  that  they 
buy  a telescope 

1985  Now 

Make  & model  (%)  (%) 

1st 

(5) 

OPTOLYTH  30  x 80GA 

1 1.7 

18.3 

2nd 

— 

ROW  A TSN-l/TSN-2  x 77  wee 

— 

14.5 

3rd 

(1) 

OPTOLYTH  30  x 75GA 

26.8 

9.1 

4th 

— 

NIKON  Fieldscope  20  x 60  Ed 

— 

6.9 

5th 

(2) 

BUSHNELL  Spacemaster  X 60  wee 

16.5 

6.7 

6th 

(3) 

KOWA  TS-l/TS-2  x 60  wee 

15.8 

2.2 

7th 

(4) 

BUSHNELL/BAUSCH  & LOMB  Discoverer 

15-60  x 60 

13.1 

1.4 

8th 

(11) 

QUESTAR  (mirrorlens)  wee 

0.9 

1.3 

9th  = 

(13) 

OPTICRON  Piccolo  X 60  wee 

0.4 

0.7 

9th  = 

(13) 

OPTOLYTH  22  x 60GA 

0.4 

0.7 

1 1th 

(10) 

OPTICRON  High  resolution  x 60  wee 

1.1 

0.6 

12th 

— 

OPTICRON  20-60  x 60 

— 

0.3 

13th 

(0) 

HERTEL  & REUSS  Televari  25-60  x 60 

3.1 

0.3 

13th  - 

(17) 

OPTIMA  x 60  wee 

0.1 

0.3 

13th  = 

(7) 

SWAROVSKI/HABICHT  30  x 75 

2.1 

0.3 

13th  = 

— 

TAM  RON  20-60  x 65 

— 

0.3 

17th  = 

(9) 

MIRADOR  X 60  wee 

1.0 

0.2 

17th  - 

— 

OPTICRON  Classic 

— 

0.2 

17th  = 

(12) 

SWIFT  Telemaster  15-60  X 60 

0.6 

0.2 

Others  or  don’t  know 

35.5 

Table  12.  Top  makes  of  telescope  for  the  future 

The  make  which  experienced  birdwatchers  intend  to  purchase  next  time  that  they 

buy  a 

telescope 

Posit 

ion 

Make 

% 

1st 

KOWA 

34.9 

2nd 

OPTOLYTH 

28.6 

3rd 

BUSHNELL/BAUSCH  & LOMB 

8.1 

4th 

NIKON 

6.9 

5th 

OPTICRON 

2.3 

6th 

QUESTAR 

1.3 

7th 

= 

HERTEL & REUSS 

0.3 

7th 

= 

OPTIMA 

0.3 

7th 

= 

SWAROVSKI/HABICHT 

0.3 

7th 

= 

TAMRON 

0.3 

1 Ith 

= 

MIRADOR 

0.2 

11th 

= 

SWIFT 

0.2 

13th 

= 

CHARLES  FRANK 

0.1 

13th 

= 

SCHMIDT  & BENDER 

0.1 

Others  or  don’t  know 

16.1 

Counting  the  cost 

Our  survey  results  (tables  1-12)  have  shown  what  British  Birds  subscribers 
think  of  their  optical  equipment  and  have  indicated  their  purchasing 
intentions.  These  provide  good  guidelines  for  other  birdwatchers,  but,  as 
well  as  quality,  most  binocular  and  telescope  purchasers  have  to  consider 
cost.  However  much  they  may  desire  to  own  them,  not  everyone  can 
afford  to  buy  a Zeiss  West  binocular  or  a Quest ar  telescope. 


I able  13.  Prices  of  binoculars  and  telescopes  and  summary  of  league  positions 

Not  all  retailers  stock  every  model,  and  prices  vary  from  one  to  another;  the  prices  of  tele- 
scopes are  particularly  variable,  and  depend  on  whether  the  lens  required  is  fixed  magnifica- 
tion or  variable  (zoom);  in  general,  the  price  quoted  is  the  average  of  the  choices  available. 


Make  & model 


Binoculars 

LEITZ  Trinovid  10  x 40B 

ZEISS  WEST  Dialyt  10  x 40B 

LEITZ  7 x 42 

LEITZ  Trinovid  8 X 40B 

ZEISS  WEST  7 x 42 

SWAROVSKI/HABICHT  Diana  10  X 40 

OPTOLYTH  Alpin  10  x 50 

OPTICRON  Elite  9 x 35 

OPTOLYTH  Alpin  10  x 40 

ZEISS  JENA  Notarem  10  x 40B 

OPTOLYTH  8 x 40 

SWIFT  Audubon  8.5  x 44 

SWIFT  Trilyte  10  X 40B 

SWIFT  (4s prey  7.5  X 42 

OPTICRON  Classic  10  x 42 

ZEISS  JENA  Dekarem  10  X 50 

PEN  TAX  10  X 50 

ZEISS  JENA  Jenoptem  10  X 50 

PEN  FAX  8 X 40 

OPTICRON  Polarex  10  x 50 

ZEISS  JENA  Deltrintem  8 X 30 

ZEISS  JENA  Jenoptem  8 X 30 

Telescopes 

QUESTAR  (mirrorlens)  wee 
NIKON  Eieldscope  20  x (SO  Ed 
SWAROVSKI/HABICHT  30  x 75 
OPTOLYTH  30  x 80GA 
TAM  RON  20-60  x 65 
KOWA  TSN-l/TSN-2  x 77  wee 
OPTOLYTH  22-60  x 70GA 
OPTOLYTH  30  x 75GA 
SWIFT  Telemaster  15-60  x 60 
BUSHNELL  Spacemaster  X 60  wee 
BUSHNELL/BAUSCH  & LOMB 
Discoverer  15-60  x 60 
OPTOLYTH  22  x 60GA 
OPTICRON  High  resolution  X 60  wee 
OPTIMA  x 60  wee 
KOWA  TS-l/TS-2  x 60  wee 
OPTICRON  20-60  x 60 
MIRAIX4R  X 60  wee 
HERTEL  & REUSS  Televari  25-60  X 60 
SCHMIDT  & BENDER  15-60  x 60 
OPTICRON  Piccolo  x 60  wee 
OPTICRON  Polarex 
OPTICRON  Classic 
GREEN KAT  x 60 


Approx. 

retail 
price  in 
December 
1987  (inch 
VAT) 

Currently 
most 
popular 
(tables 
1 & 7) 

Most 
highly 
rated 
(tables 
3 & 9) 

The 
most 
satis- 
factory' 
(tables 
4 & 10) 

Top 
models 
for  the 
future 
(tables 
5 & 11) 

£500 

3 

5 

3 

2 

£480 

1 

2 

2 

1 

£470 

— 

3 

4 

12 

£468 

8 

4 

8 

8 

£460 

13= 

1 

1 

3 

£300 

10 

6 

11 

10 

£205 

4 

8 

6 

4 

£186 

— 

7 

5 

13= 

£185 

6 

11 

7 

5 

£180 

9 

25 

16 

9 

£180 

— 

12 

12 

18 

£175 

5 

10 

9 

7 

£158 

15 

19 

14 

15= 

£145 

— 

9 

— 

— 

£1 14 

— 

23= 

17= 

— 

£90 

13= 

15 

15 

15= 

£80 

— 

23= 

17= 

— 

£70 

2 

18 

13 

6 

£70 

— 

16= 

— 

— 

£56 

— 

26 

20 

— 

£55 

— 

14 

10 

15= 

£45 

7 

22 

17= 

11 

£1,500 



1 

2 

8 

£489 

9 

2 

1 

4 

£390 

— 

3 

8 

13= 

£322 

5 

5 

4 

1 

£320 

— 

7= 

3 

13= 

£300 

3 

4 

5 

2 

£297 

— 

13= 

— 

— 

£290 

2 

6 

12 

3 

£210 

12 

19 

17 

17= 

£200 
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Binoculars  and  telescopes  survey  1988 

To  help  readers  to  choose  their  next  purchases,  we  have  summarised 
the  ‘league  positions'  from  tables  1-12  and  also  give  price  indications 
(table  13).  Careful  perusal  of  this  summary  table  should  help  binocular 
and  telescope  purchasers  to  pick  the  best  make*  and  model  which  lies 
within  the  price  range  which  they  can  afford. 

Among  binoculars,  the  Zeiss  West  10  X 40B,  the  Zeiss  West  1 X 42,  the 
Optolyth  Alpin  10  X 50,  the  Opticron  Elite  9 X 35,  the  Swift  Audubon  8.5  X 
44,  the  Zeiss  Jena  Jenoptem  10  X 50  and  the  Zeiss  Jena  Deltrintem  8 X 30 
seem  especially  good  buys  within  their  respective  price  ranges.  Similarly, 
among  telescopes,  the  Questar,  the  Nikon  Fieldscope  20  X 60  Ed,  the 
Optolyth  30  x 80GA,  the  Kowa  KSN-l/TSN-2  X77,  the  Optolyth  30  x 75GA, 
the  Bushnell  Spacemaster  X 60,  the  Kowa  TS-l/TS-2  X 60,  and  the  Opticron 
Classic  appear  to  provide  high  quality  and  value  for  money. 

Hundreds  of  binoculars  and  dozens  of  telescopes  are  not  included  in 
our  sample  or  in  tables  1-13.  Most  of  these  are  inferior  to  those  listed  in 
this  report,  but  some — especially  the  newest  models — may  be  excellent. 
Indeed,  we  know  of  several  models  recently  introduced  by  well-known 
manufacturers  which,  because  they  are  so  new,  are  not  yet  owned  in 
sufficient  numbers  to  feature  in  our  survey  results.  We  always  welcome 
submission  by  manufacturers  or  wholesalers  of  such  newly  introduced 
optical  products  for  assessment  and  possible  inclusion  in  our  feature 
‘Product  reports'. 

Finally,  we  must  give  one  vital  piece  of  advice.  It  is  always  wise  to  try 
(preferably  in  the  field)  as  many  different  models  as  possible  before 
making  a final  choice,  for  what  suits  one  person  may  well  not  suit  another. 
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^cbnith  fiuc  pears  ago... 


Blyth’s  Reed-warbler  ( Acrocephalus  dumetorum).  At  Fair  Isle  four  or  five  occurred  on 
September  24th,  26th,  29th  and  30th,  and  October  1st.  1'his  is  very  interesting  especially  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  one  has  already  been  recorded  in  our  pages  at  Holy  Island,  September 
25th  and  another  in  Holderness,  Yorkshire,  on  September  20th  (supra,  pp.  206  and  217).  Yet 
previous  to  the  autumn  of  1912  the  bird  was  only  known  to  have  occurred  once  in  the  British 
Isles,  viz.  at  Fair  Isle  on  September  29th,  1910.  (Brit.  BirdsCr.  351,  April  1913) 


Mystery  photographs 


1 0/\  A quick  glance  at  the 
A distinctive  bill-shape 

and  long,  pointed  wings  of  last 
month’s  mystery  bird  (plate  73, 
repeated  here  as  plate  89)  is  suf- 
ficient to  identify  it  as  a shearwater. 

I he  astute  reader,  confident  in  our 
sense  of  lair  play,  would  have 
immediately  (and  correctly)  cast 
aside  all  thought  of  those  shearwa- 
ters not  recorded  in  the  North 
Atlantic  Ocean.  Pale-footed  Shear- 
water Pujfinus  cameipes , the  only 
shearwater  seen  in  the  Western 
Palearctic  but  not  in  the  North 
Atlantic  Ocean,  is,  in  addition  and 
in  common  with  Sooty  Shearwater 
P.  griseus,  immediately  eliminated  by 
the  mystery  bird’s  white  underparts. 

When  a bird  is  alone  and  against 
the  sky,  as  is  the  case  here,  size 
assessment  is  very  difficult,  and  may- 
be attempted  only  by  judging  the 
bird’s  proportions.  Nevertheless,  the 
two  large  shearwaters  of  the  North 
Atlantic  can  also  be  ruled  out  on  other  characters:  Cory’s  Shearwater 
Calonectric  diomedea  by  our  bird’s  proportionally  slim  bill  and  narrow  wings,  its 
dark  bill  and  its  clean-cut  and  contrasting  facial  pattern,  and  Great  Shear- 
water P.  gravis  by  the  my  stery  shearwater's  lack  of  prominent  dark  shoulder 
marks  and  a white  collar,  of  a dark  belly  patch,  and  of  dark  markings  on  the 
axillaries  and  broken  dark  lines  along  the  underwing-coverts. 

The  technique  of  elimination  is  all  very  well  up  to  a point,  but  should 
be  avoided  whenever  possible  in  the  final  identification  process.  On  a 
positive  note,  then,  which  species  of  shearwater  found  in  the  North 
Atlantic  is  small  or  fairly  small  with  a slender,  dark  bill,  a dark  crown, 
nape  and  rear  neck,  entirely  white  underparts,  dark-bordered  white 
underwings  and  pale  feet?  The  answer  is,  unfortunately,  three  species: 
Manx  Shearwater  P.  pufpnus , Little  Shearwater  P.  assimilis  and 
Audubon’s  Shearwater  P.  Ihemiinieri.  Progress  can  still  be  made  at  this 
stage,  however,  as  our  bird’s  black-and-white,  clean-cut  appearance 
with  gleaming  white  Hanks  and  undertail-coverts  and  w hite  underw  ings 
with  a contrasting,  dark  border  is  quite  wrong  for  the  two  Mediterra- 
nean forms  of  Manx  Shearwater,  P.  p.  mauretanicus  and  P.  p.  yelkouan.  A 
paper  on  the  identification  and  taxonomic  status  of  these  two  forms  is 
currently  in  preparation  for  British  Birds. 
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Flight  action,  so  important  in  the  separation  of  the  three  species  in 
contention,  as  stressed  by  W.  F.  Curtis,  P.  A.  Lassey  and  D.  I.  M. 
Wallace  (Brit.  Birds  78:  123-138),  is,  like  size,  not  possible  to  perceive 
from  a single  photograph.  Structural  assessme-nt  is  possible,  though, 
providing  the  reader  is  fully  conversant  with  Manx  Shearwater,  which, 
being  overwhelmingly  the  commonest  of  the  three  in  most  of  the 
Western  Palearctic,  is  the  starting-point,  the  yardstick  against  which 
the  two  rarer  species  should  be  compared.  Such  familiarity  will 
probably  produce  the  reaction  that,  structurally,  the  mystery  bird 
seems  to  be  a typical  Manx  Shearwater.  A Little  Shearwater’s  bill  is 
shorter,  finer  and  rather  weaker-looking  than  that  of  our  bird,  its  head 
is  more  rounded  and  its  wings  are  proportionately  shorter,  especially 
the  outer  wing,  and  more  rounded  at  the  tips,  the  whole  producing  a 
more  compact  appearance  than  that  of  the  commoner  species.  An 
Audubon’s  Shearwater’s  bill  is  only  slightly  shorter,  but  relatively 
sturdier,  than  the  mystery  bird’s,  its  wings  are  proportionately  a little 
shorter,  and  its  tail  is  obviously  longer,  giving  a less  well-balanced, 
more  noticeably  elongated  rear-bodied  look. 

Can  the  impression  that  the  bird  is  a Manx  Shearwater  be  confirmed 
by  a study  of  its  plumage?  This  is  where  such  a good  photograph  comes 
into  its  own,  giving  the  opportunity  to  examine  closely  and  at  length 
many  characters  often  imperfectly  seen  on  a shearwater  rushing  past  on 
a rough  day.  There  are  three  key  areas:  the  'face’,  with  the  dark  of  the 
head  extending  well  below  the  eye  and  ending  in  an  apparent  bulge 
caused  by  an  intrusion  of  white  upwards  to  behind  the  ear-coverts,  and 
a slightly  dirty  appearance  to  the  lower  'face’  and  sides  of  the  throat; 
the  undertail-coverts,  which  are  white;  and  the  underwing,  with  its  very 
slender,  dark  leading  edge,  somewhat  broader,  dark  trailing  edge  and 
extensive,  dark  tip. 

There  are  two  races  of  Little  Shearwater  in  the  North  Atlantic  Ocean 
to  consider:  P.  a.  baroli  of  the  Azores,  Madeira  and  the  Canary  Islands, 
and  P.  a.  boydi  of  the  Cape  Verde  Islands,  the  latter  being  thought  by 
some  to  be  a race  of  Audubon’s  Shearwater  rather  than  of  Little 
Shearwater.  The  face  of  P.  a.  baroli  is  predominantly  white,  with  the 
generally  sharply  defined  border  between  black  and  white  passing  in  an 
almost  straight  line  (or  down-curved  behind  the  eye,  rather  than 
upcurved  as  on  Manx)  above  the  consequently  isolated  and  easily 
visible  eye.  The  lower  face  and  throat  are  white,  and  the  white  on  the 
head  can  have  a distinctive  disc-like  appearance.  Like  Manx  Shear- 
water, the  undertail-coverts  are  white,  and  the  largely  white  underwing 
has  a similar  dark-bordered  pattern,  but  there  is  a difference  at  the 
wing-tip,  where  P.  a.  baroli  has  a much  neater,  slimmer  dark  surround 
owing  to  white  bases  to  the  under  primaries.  The  dark  on  the  head  of  P. 
a.  boydi  extends  down  to  about  eye-level,  but  breaks  up  around  the  eye 
itself,  where  dusky  and  white  are  intermixed  leaving  the  eye  semi- 
isolated  adjacent  to  the  dark  cap,  and  giving  a less  clean-cut  outline  to 
the  face  pattern  than  on  P.  a.  baroli.  The  lower  face  and  throat  of  P.  a. 
boydi  are  white,  and  the  undertail-coverts  are  decidedly  dusky,  unlike 
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90.  Mystery  photograph  131.  Identify  the  species.  Answer  next  month 

those  of  the  mystery  shearwater.  The  underwing  has  a pattern  similar 
to,  but  not  as  cleanly  contrasting  as,  that  of  Manx  Shearwater,  and  with 
the  dark  wing-tip  surround  more  slender,  approaching  the  even  more 
restricted  dark  line  of  B.  a.  baroli. 

Audubon’s  Shearwater  has  the  dark  of  the  head  extending  below  eye- 
level,  but  it  ends  in  a straight  line  with  no  upwards  white  intrusion  to  the 
rear  of  the  ear-coverts,  and  the  lower  face  and  sides  of  the  throat  are  white. 
The  undertail-coverts  are  dark,  square-cut  against  the  otherwise  white 
underparts,  and  give  a solidly  dark-ended  appearance  from  below.  The 
underwing  has  a slightly  wider  dark  trailing  edge  than  that  of  our  bird, 
and  a less  clean-cut  and  often  dirtier-looking  central  panel. 

By  means  of  a critical  examination  of  structure  and  plumage  made 
possible  by  the  splendid  photograph,  which  was  taken  by  Keith  Atkin  in 
Lincolnshire  in  September  1983,  last  month's  mystery  bird  is  satisfactorily 
identified  as  a Manx  Shearwater.  P.  G.  Lansdown 


First  meeting  of  County  Bird 
Recorders 

.4  report  on  the  meeting  by  its  Chairman , Malcolm  Ogilvie 

Prior  to  the  Joint  British  Birds/ British  Trust  for  Ornithology  Conference 
held  at  Swanwick,  Derbyshire,  over  the  weekend  of  10th- 12th  April 
1987,  even  county  and  regional  ornithological  society  in  Britain  was 
invited  to  send  its  Recorder,  or  a nominated  deputy,  to  attend  a meeting 
of  County  Bird  Recorders  to  be  held  at  the  Conference  on  the  afternoon  of 
Saturday  1 1th  April.  In  addition,  representatives  of  the  RSPB.  the  B1  O, 
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the  BOU,  the  NCC,  the  Irish  Rare  Birds  Committee,  the  Rare  Breeding 
Birds  Panel,  the  BBRC,  and,  of  course,  British  Birds  were  invited  to  be 
present. 

The  total  attendance  at  the  meeting  was  51,  including  representatives 
from  over  40  counties  or  other  recording  areas.  Apologies  for  non- 
attendance  were  received  from  a further  15  recorders. 

There  was  no  formal  agenda  for  the  meeting,  but  a provisional  one  had 
been  assembled  beforehand,  by  M.J.  Rogers,  Secretary  of  the  BB  Rarities 
Committee,  and  the  Chairman.  A number  of  items  were  added  to  it,  and 
in  the  end  some  16  different  subjects  were  discussed,  though  with 
considerable  overlap  between  some  of  them. 

The  meeting  opened  with  a discussion  on  the  function  and  content  of 
county  bird  reports.  Whilst  many,  if  not  all,  of  these  began  as  a means  of 
publishing  the  records  of  the  members  of  a particular  local  society,  several 
have  expanded  that  role  into  a comprehensive  and,  very  importantly, 
consistent  annual  record  of  the  status  of  the  birds  of  a given  area.  The 
greater  the  moves  in  this  direction,  the  more  useful  such  reports  become, 
but  it  was  realised  within  the  meeting  that  there  is  great  variation  in  the 
time  that  recorders  can  devote  to  producing  their  reports,  as  well  as  major 
differences  in  the  finances  available  for  their  production  by  the  societies 
and  clubs  concerned. 

The  importance  of  county  reports  in  a national  context  was  stressed.  A 
number  of  surveys,  particularly  of  status  changes  of  birds,  have  made  use 
of  them.  It  has  been  common  for  the  authors  of  such  surveys  to  highlight 
the  advantages  to  them  of  having  uniform  standards  of  presentation  of 
systematic  lists  within  reports,  not  just  of  species  order,  but  preferably 
with  some  form  of  species  numbering,  too.  Whilst  this  was  agreed  as  a 
useful  aim,  there  was  no  consensus  as  to  the  way  forward  to  achieve  it. 

An  additional  point  raised  during  this  discussion  was  the  need  to  have 
one  or  more  central  libraries  where  county  reports  were  deposited,  both 
for  use  by  researchers  and  as  a record  of  British  ornithology.  At  present, 
collections  can  be  found  at  the  Alexander  Library,  within  the  Edward 
Grey  Institute,  Oxford;  at  the  RSPB;  and  at  the  BIX),  but  none  is 
anything  like  complete.  It  was  recommended  that  all  societies  and  clubs 
should  ensure  that  copies  of  their  reports  are  regularly  deposited  at  all 
three  libraries. 

The  BTO  representative  spoke  about  the  plans  for  a national  centre  of 
ornithology  at  Tring,  and  said  that  the  BIX)  was  looking  at  ways  of 
increasing  the  help  they  could  offer  to  county  societies.  This  could  include 
central  computerisation  of  records  and  guidance  over  uniformity  of  their 
treatment. 

The  idea  of  an  English  Bird  Report,  similar  to  those  covering  Scotland 
and  Wales,  was  raised  but,  as  on  past  occasions  when  it  has  been 
discussed,  without  any  practical  suggestions  for  its  implementation. 

T he  next  major  topic  on  the  agenda  was  that  of  scarce  birds:  those 
which  fall  between  the  species  dealt  with  by  the  BBRC  and  those  of 
regular  occurrence.  A revision  of  the  book  Scarce  Migrant  Birds  in  Britain  and 
Ireland  (1974)  was  in  progress,  but  there  was  still  a need  for  some 
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systematic  collection  and  regular  analysis  of,  in  particular,  those  species 
dropped  from  the  BBRC  list.  Some  progress  was  reported,  with  a small 
panel  willing  to  take  on  the  work  ol  collecting  the  records  with  the 
intention  of  publishing  a five-yearly  or  ten-yearly  review.  It  was  very 
apparent  that  a central  collection  of  county  bird  reports  would  greatly  aid 
this  panel  in  its  work. 

The  decision  ol  the  BBRC1.  to  drop  Ring-billed  Gull  Lams  delawarensis 
from  its  deliberations  was  announced  to  the  meeting.  A paper  on  the 
identification  problems  of  the  species,  especially  immatures,  was  prom- 
ised for  British  Birds  (now  published,  81:  126-134),  while  the  BBRC 
remained  willing  to  help  county  recorders  with  difficult  records. 

The  recent  upsurge  in  pelagic  trips  by  birdwatchers,  particularly  off  the 
south  and  west  coasts,  had  produced  the  problem  of  how  the  records  of 
such  trips,  often  containing  many  sightings  of  unusual  species,  should  be 
dealt  with.  The  BBRC1  and  the  BOU  now  accepted  the  International 
Maritime  Limit  of  200  miles  (322  km)  as  within  their  remit  for  rare  and 
new  species,  but  it  was  asking  a lot  of  a county,  such  as  Cornwall,  to 
incorporate  the  sometimes  voluminous  records  into  their  county  report.  It 
was  suggested,  and  widely  agreed,  that  records  from  pelagic  trips  were  out 
of  place  in  county  reports,  which  should  stick  to  their  present  limit  of 
three  miles  (4.8  km),  or  whatever  could  be  seen  from  the  land.  It  was 
hoped  that  the  Seabird  Group  or  the  Royal  Naval  Birdwatching  Society 
would  collect  and  perhaps  publish  such  records. 

There  was  general  agreement  on  the  next  point,  which  concerned  the 
treatment  of  feral  and  escaped  species.  The  populations  of  some  feral 
species,  such  as  Greylag  Goose  Anser  anser,  Ring-necked  Parakeet  Psittacula 
krameri  and  Mandarin  Aix  galericulata , were  growing  fast  and  spreading, 
and  it  was  important  to  have  a record  of  this.  County  recorders  were  urged 
to  include  all  Category'  C and  1)  species  in  their  main  systematic  lists.  The 
BBRC  was  keen  to  be  able  to  measure  the  escape  rate  of  species  of 
potentially  wild  occurrence,  and  the  county  reports  were  the  natural  place 
for  such  records  to  be  published. 

Relations  between  neighbouring  counties  is,  in  general,  excellent,  but 
the  need  was  expressed  for  maximum  co-operation  when  dealing  with 
records  from,  for  example,  large  estuaries  which  were  split  between  two 
counties.  It  was  felt  preferable  for  both  county  reports  to  include  the 
records  for  the  whole  site,  though  obviously  this  must  be  clearly  stated.  As 
an  example  where  a site  is  mainly,  though  not  wholly  , within  one  county  , 
the  case  of  the  gravel-pit  complex  on  the  Gloucestershire/Wiltshire  border 
was  quoted.  The  satisfactory  solution  arrived  at  there  was  for  records  from 
the  whole  complex  to  f)e  published  in  the  Gloucestershire  Report,  while 
the  Wiltshire  Report  restricted  itself  to  the  records  from  the  rather  few 
pits  within  its  boundary. 

The  vexed  question  of  changing  county  boundaries  was  aired.  Almost 
all  societies  had  adjusted  their  boundaries  following  the  major  changes  in 
1974,  but,  as  was  pointed  out,  the  Metropolitan  Counties  have  now  been 
abolished,  thus  posing  further  problems  in  those  areas.  There  was  no  ideal 
solution,  though  it  was  regarded  as  essential  that  the  recording  area  was 
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clearly  shown  in  each  report,  with  details  of  any  changes  that  had  taken 
place  in  the  past. 

It  was  clear,  from  a lively  discussion,  that  relations  between  county  bird 
societies  and  wardens  of  reserves  within  the  county  are  sometimes  not  as 
good  as  they  should  be.  Most  wardens  probably  submit  reports  to  their 
parent  body  (e.g.  the  NCC,  the  RSPB,  the  Wildfowl  T rust),  but  there  was 
clearly  often  no  organised  way  in  which  such  reports  could  then  find  their 
way  to  the  county  recorder.  Sometimes,  there  was  excellent  co-operation 
between  the  warden  and  the  county  recorder,  but  then  a change  of  warden 
could  result  in  a complete  cessation  of  records.  Even  when  it  was  the 
policy  of  the  national  organisation  for  their  wardens  to  co-operate  at  the 
local  level,  there  could  be  serious  communication  problems.  It  was 
suggested  that,  in  case  of  real  difficulty,  a letter  from  the  county  recorder 
to  the  headquarters  of  the  national  organisation  might  help  the  situation. 

The  final  topic  discussed  concerned  the  problems  associated  with  ‘mass 
twitches’,  and  also  twitches  at  sites  holding  rare  breeding  birds.  On  the 
whole,  it  was  felt  that  there  were  few'  serious  occurrences,  though  some 
recorders  felt  that  they  were  placed  in  an  invidious  position  when  asked  to 
suppress  the  record  of  some  rare  species,  especially  when  this  w as  due  to 
some  anti-twitching  feeling  and  not  solely  to  protect  the  bird  or  its  nesting 
site. 

The  meeting  closed  with  the  Chairman  thanking  everyone  for  their 
attendance  and,  especially,  for  the  ample  comments  and  discussion  which 
had  taken  place.  It  was  obvious  that  the  meeting  had  been  very- 
worthwhile,  and  that  the  calling  of  it  had  fulfilled  a clear  need. 

British  Birds  intends  to  call  a second  meeting  of  County  Bird  Recorders 
in  two  or  three  years’  time,  and  thereafter  to  promote  further  such 
meetings  at  regular  intervals.  Items  for  inclusion  in  the  next  agenda 
should  be  sent  to  the  address  below. 

Dr  M.  A.  Ogilvie,  Glencaim,  Bruichladdich,  Isle  of  Islay,  Argyll  PA49  71  TV 
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Bernard  King  (1907-1987) 

Bernard  King  was  an  exceptional  birdwatcher.  Unbounding  enthu- 
siasm, great  kindness  to  others  and  an  intense  desire  to  commit  his 
observations  to  paper  were  the  hallmarks  of  this  amateur  ornithologist. 
Many  young  birdwatchers,  some  of  whom  have  gone  on  to  put  their 
interest  to  professional  advantage,  had  him  to  thank  for  settling  them  in 
an  engrossing  hobby. 


\Hrit.  Birds  H I 160-170.  April  1988) 
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91.  Bernard  Ring  (1907-1987).  Cornwall,  June  1977  (A.  E.  L.  Simmons) 

Bernard  was  horn  on  9th  August  1907.  in  Bristol,  of  Cornish  parents, 
and  those  two  areas  were  eventually  to  dominate  his  life  and  his 
birdwatching.  He  attended  Bristol  Grammar  School  and  Kent  College, 
Canterbury,  before  taking  an  Honours  Diploma  in  ceramics  at  Stoke-on- 
Trent.  He  took  up  birdwatching  late  by  today's  standards,  in  1937,  when 
in  his  thirtieth  year.  By  the  time  war  came,  he  was  totally  absorbed  by  the 
new  hobby,  and  he  continued  to  make  observations  during  this  difficult 
period,  when  conditions  permitted.  Indeed,  his  first  contribution  to  British 
Birds  was  during  the  war.  and  the  idea  was  suggested  by  H.  F.  \\  itherby 
when  Bernard  (kitted  out  in  his  Army  private’s  uniform)  called  on  him  at 
his  house.  Bernard  was  always  keen  to  acknowledge  Harry  Witherby’s 
help  with  this  note  (‘Unusual  migrants  in  Surrey’,  Brit.  Birds  36:  76)  and 
many  subsequent  ones.  Another  early  mentor  of  Bernard's  was  Humphrey 
Tetley  of  the  Bristol  Citv  Museum. 
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All  activity  was  interrupted,  however,  by  active  service  overseas,  first  in 
Africa  attached  to  the  Royal  West  Africa  Frontier  Force  and  then  in 
Norway  with  the  army  of  liberation.  Reunited  once  more  with  his  wife, 
Marjorie,  and  their  young  daughter,  Elizabeth,  after  the  war,  he  settled 
back  into  their  bungalow,  ‘Mayfield’,  in  Saltford,  near  Bath  (soon  to  be  the 
‘hub’  of  much  ornithological  activity),  where  he  joined  the  staff  of  the 
Ministry  of  Defence  (Naval) — ‘the  Admiralty’ — as  a civilian,  in  1945. 

He  quickly  established  himself  as  one  of  the  most  active  birdwatchers  in 
the  ‘Bristol  district'  (he  liked  to  define  the  area  around  Bristol  in  this  way) 
and  in  Cornwall,  where  he  spent  his  annual  leave  in  late  summer  or 
autumn  ever)  year  from  then  until  his  retirement  in  1971,  when  he  moved 
down  to  Newlyn. 

Excursions  in  winter  included  The  New  Grounds  in  Gloucestershire, 
where  goose-watching  then  was  not  as  easy,  but  possibly  much  more 
exciting  than  now.  Bernard  took  a keen  interest  in  the  developments  there 
as  Peter  Scott  established  The  Wildfowl  Trust.  The  ‘wilderness’  may  have 
been  encroached  upon,  but  Bernard  could  see  the  benefits.  He  became  an 
honorary  warden  and  was  a judge  at  the  annual  Christmas/New  Year 
competition  for  school  teams.  He  would  put  any  amount  of  effort  into 
helping  youngsters  with  their  birdwatching.  He  organised  a group  of  them 
in  Saltford,  and  the  keener  members  joined  him  on  some  of  his  other 
activities,  especially  duck  counts.  These  he  organised  in  Somerset  for  23 
years,  from  1947  until  1971;  it  is  as  a duck-counter  that  many  people 
remember  Bernard.  When  Chew  Valley  Lake  was  flooded  in  1952,  he 
counted  almost  the  very  first  birds  to  arrive,  and  during  the  following  two 
years  he  held  the  only  birdwatching  permit,  much  to  the  chagrin  of  other 
local  birdwatchers.  He  counted  Chew  in  both  summer  and  winter  and 
walked  the  19-km  circuit  regularly  in  all  weathers.  He  also  organised  the 
BTO's  Heronry  Census  in  Somerset  for  15  years  (1953-68)  and  was  a 
prominent  member  of  the  Bristol  Naturalists’  Society,  being  one  of  its 
Vice-Presidents  as  well  as  serving  on  several  of  its  Committees  and,  not 
least,  taking  an  active  interest  in  the  junior  section  of  the  Society.  He  also 
regularly  attended  two  groups  of  informal  gatherings,  the  ‘Redstarts'  in 
Bath  and  the  ‘Waxwings’  in  Bristol,  during  which  birdwatching  activities 
were  discussed  amongst  friends. 

What  Bernard  enjoyed  most  of  all,  though,  was  being  out  in  the  field, 
watching  birds.  Keen  to  see  a rare  bird,  yes  (he  and  David  Hunt  added 
Northern  Panda  Panda  americana  to  the  British  and  Irish  List:  Brit.  Birds  63: 
149-151),  but  he  also  earnestly  endeavoured  to  find  out  as  much  as  he 
could  about  the  common  birds,  which  he  felt  many  people  ignored.  His 
notebooks  were  quickly  filled  with  the  raw  material  which  he  was  to  draw 
on  over  the  years  to  come.  Within  ten  years  of  the  war,  he  had  28  ‘Short 
notes’  published  in  BB,  and  the  following  three  decades  produced  an 
amazing  flow  of  yet  more  Notes  (some  co-authored),  not  only  to  this 
journal,  in  which  a total  of  164  Notes  has  been  published  to  date,  but 
also  another  86  spread  through  issues  o {Reports  of  the  Wildfowl  Trust  (16), 
Sea  Swallow  (7),  Florida  Field  Naturalist  (10),  Somerset  Bird  Repori  (1),  The 
Avicultural  Magazine  (1)  and  Bristol  Ornithology  (51).  It  is  an  exceptional 
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contribution  to  the  ornithological  literature.  Bernard's  friend,  Dr  K.  E.  L. 
Simmons,  recently  described  him  as  ‘an  ornithological  miniaturist’:  a 
description  that  Bernard  would  have  liked,  for,  although  he  wrote  eight 
papers  (three  jointly),  he  always  preferred  to  concentrate  on  writing  his 
‘Notes’.  He  was  well  aware  of  his  limitations,  and  left  it  to  others  to 
connect  his  observations  of  detail  to  the  broader  spectrum. 

What  his  contributions  reveal  is  his  overriding  interest  in  the  behaviour 
of  birds,  particularly  that  related  to  migrant  birds  or  to  feeding.  About 
one-fifth  of  his  Notes  report  on  migrants — unusual  occurrences  or 
numbers — and  on  identification  or  plumage  characteristics.  He  took  great 
pains  to  check  through  the  literature,  a task  made  easier  by  his  own  very 
extensive  library  of  books  and  journals. 

Amongst  the  papers  are  two,  written  jointly  with  his  friend  and  duck- 
counting colleague,  Hugh  Boyd,  on  wildfowl  subjects.  ‘A  breeding 
population  of  Mallard’  ( 11th  Report  of  the  Wildfowl  Trust  1958/59:  137-143) 
was  a study  at  four  North  Somerset  reservoirs,  which  showed  the 
enormous  impact  of  the  recent  flooding  of  Chew  Valley  Lake  (a  more  than 
doubling  of  the  pairs)  and  also  looked  at  aspects  of  breeding  success,  and 
the  other  was  on  the  ‘Effects  of  the  severe  winter  on  ducks  in  north 
Somerset’  ( 15th  Report  of  the  Wildfowl  Trust  1962/63:  47-50).  Typically,  his 
paper  on  ‘The  incidence  of  albinism  and  melanism  in  grebes’  ( Bristol  Om. 
6:  25-28)  and  its  sequel,  ‘Additional  records  of . . .'  ( Bristol  Om.  8:  108-109), 
started  from  his  discovery  that  an  albinistic  Great  Crested  Grebe  Podiceps 
cristatus  which  he  saw  at  Durleigh  reservoir,  Somerset,  was  the  first  ever 
recorded  in  Britain  and  Ireland. 

Although  some  of  his  Notes  may  have  been  slight  in  content  and  others 
of  seemingly  well-known  behaviour  (although,  in  fact,  previously  unre- 
corded), he  would  be  quick  to  put  down  such  criticisms  (if  that's  what  they 
sounded  like)  by  pointing  out  howr  often  his  work  was  cited  by  other 
writers  (e.g.  35  times  in  the  first  four  volumes  of  BUT).  He  had  no  doubt 
about  the  value  of  the  Notes,  and  urged  many  other  people  to  follow  his 
example.  He  enjoyed  his  reputation  as  ‘Short  Note  King’,  as  he  was 
affectionately  dubbed. 

When  the  Bristol  Ornithological  Club  was  formed  in  1966,  Bernard 
became  its  first  Honorary  Life  Member,  in  recognition  of  his  distinguished 
service  to  ornithology  in  the  Bristol  area.  He  was  tremendously  excited  by 
the  prospects  for  the  new  Club,  and  over  the  years  was  one  of  its  most 
loyal  advocates.  Many  of  the  Club's  early  Committee  meetings  were  held 
at  his  bungalow,  where  the  Committee  would  take  over  the  lounge  whilst 
Bernard  and  Maijorie  exiled  themselves  to  the  kitchen  and  other  rooms, 
to  appear  only  at  the  end,  with  trays  of  coffee  and  cakes.  Visitors  to 
‘Mayfield’  or  ‘Gull  Cry’  (in  Newlyn)  soon  realised  that  Bernard  and 
Marjorie  provided  hospitality  that  was  unstoppable. 

After  the  move  to  Cornwall,  Bernard  retained  his  close  connection  with 
the  Club,  and  often  travelled  up  to  Bristol  to  attend  meetings.  But 
retirement  to  Cornwall  now  gave  Bernard  not  just  more  opportunities  to 
study  migrants,  but  also  seabirds — another  passion  of  his.  In  1946,  he 
applied  for  membership  of  the  Royal  Naval  Birdwatching  Society, 
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normally  open  only  to  service  personnel,  but  a change  in  the  rules  enabled 
him  to  become  the  first  civilian  member. 

His  enthusiasm  and  stamina  were  epitomised  by  one  trip  he  made  in 
1973.  Confident  that  there  was  great  potential  in  pelagic  birdwatching,  he 
enrolled  as  a ‘supernumerary’  with  the  crew  of  16  on  the  MV  Goram,  a 
1,600-ton  cargo  ship  due  to  sail  from  Penzance  to  Sardinia.  During  an 
alarming  episode,  when  the  engines  and  generator  had  failed  and  the 
vessel  drifted  helplessly  for  18  hours  through  the  night  in  a stormy  Bay  of 
Biscay,  Bernard  was  on  deck  in  the  darkness  listening  to  a number  of 
Wilson’s  Petrels  Oceanites  oceanicus  calling  as  they  flew  around  the  ship.  His 
description  of  this  event  and  the  many  others  on  the  ill-fated  journey  left 
those  who  heard  it  both  enthralled  and  astonished.  The  Wilson’s  Petrel 
saga  is  vividly  recalled  in  a short  paper  ( Bristol  Om.  11:  31-32). 

It  was  on  another  such  pelagic  birdwatching  trip,  although  this  time  on 
calmer  seas,  that  Bernard  died  on  26th  March  1987.  He  was  in  Florida 
with  Marjorie,  visiting  their  daughter  and  grandchildren.  He  was  in 
excellent  form  by  all  accounts,  and  had  gone  off  on  a day’s  birdwatching 
on  a fishing  vessel  to  look  for  seabirds  off  Florida’s  east  coast,  when  he  was 
struck  down  by  a heart  attack.  His  ashes  were  later  scattered  at  sea  off 
Newlyn,  from  the  Mousehole  lifeboat,  on  a beautiful  calm  day. 

For  a purely  amateur  ornithologist  who  claimed,  with  genuine  humility 
and  sincerity,  to  ‘know  very  little  about  birds’,  Bernard's  contribution  to 
British  ornithology  is  unique.  And  there  are  many  birdwatchers  who  will 
have  good  reason  to  remember  him  with  gratitude.  Robin  PRYTHERCH 
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What  was  that  diving  bird  (plate  34)? 
Competitors  named  it  as: 


Red-necked  Grebe  Podiceps grisegena  (22%) 

Black-necked  Grebe  P.  nigricollis  (21%) 

Cormorant  Phalacrocorax  carbo  ( 1 6%) 

Shag  P.  aristotelis  ( 1 4%) 

Scaup  Aythya  mania  (13%) 

Slavonian  Grebe  Podiceps  auritus  (6%) 


Sponsored  by 


with  a few  votes  for  Black-throated  Diver  Gavia  arctica.  Little  Grebe  Tachybaptus  nificollis , 
Socotra  Cormorant  Phalacrocorax  nigrogularis,  Pochard  A.  Jenna,  Ferruginous  Duck  .-t  nyroca , 
I lifted  Duck  A fuligula,  Smew  Mergus  albellus  and  Red-breasted  Merganser  M.  senator. 


When  we  set  this  photograph  as  January’s  problem  picture,  we  did  not 
anticipate  that  it  would  be  especially  difficult.  But  then  we  knew  the 
answer.  As  it  turns  out,  only  four  people  got  it  right,  and,  unfortunately, 
they  did  not  include  Graham  Walbridge,  whose  magnificent  run  of  seven- 
in-a-row  has  now  ended.  The  correct  answer  was  Red-breasted  Mergan- 
ser, this  bird  being  photographed  in  Scotland  by  Wendy  Dickson. 


Monthly  marathon 
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92.  Second  ‘Monthly  marathon’  competition.  Photograph  number  12.  Identify  the  species. 
Read  the  rules  on  page  49  in  the  January  1988  issue , then  send  in  your  answer  on  a postcard  to 
Monthly  Marathon,  Fountains,  Park  Lane,  Blunham,  Bedford  MK44  :i\|,  to  arrive  by  15th 


May  1988 


The  new  leaders  of  this  competition  are  Anthony  McGeehan  (with  a 
four-in-a-row  sequence  so  far),  E.  Brodie  (with  a three-in-a-row  sequence), 
and  Alan  Walsh  and  Mark  Berney  (each  with  just  one  right  so  far).  The 
pressure  is  now  all  on  Anthony  McGeehan,  who  needs  another  six  right, 
with  not  a single  slip  in  his  sequence,  to  win  the  SUNBIRD  birdwatching 
holiday  to  Africa,  Asia  or  North  America.  Since  diving  birds  seem  to  be 
difficult,  perhaps  we  ll  slot  another  one  in  soon,  to  test  everyone’s  mettle. 
This  month’s  puzzle,  however,  appears  as  plate  92.  Have  a go! 


Characters  and  taxonomic 


A/A 

In  Europe,  the  Great  Reed  Warbler  Acrocephalus  arundinaceus  ranges 
widely  and  breeds  south  to  the  Mediterranean,  extending  also  to 
northwest  Africa.  In  Asia,  it  breeds  through  the  USSR  east  to  about 


position  of 
Basra  Reed 
Warbler 

D.J . Pearson  and 
G.  C.  Backhurst 


| tint.  Hirds  81:  171-178.  April  1988] 
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85°E;  farther  south,  it  is  replaced  in  the  Near  East  and  from  Iran  to  the 
western  Himalayas  by  the  Clamorous  Reed  Warbler  A.  stentoreus , and  in 
Iraq  by  the  much  smaller,  slender-billed  Basra  Reed  Warbler  A. 
(arundinaceus)  griseldis. 

The  Basra  Reed  Warbler  was  described  by  Hartlaub,  not  from  Asia 
but  from  a specimen  collected  by  Emin  Pasha  at  Nguru,  some  200  km 
west  of  Dar-es-Salaam,  Tanzania  (Hartlaub  1891).  The  bird  was 
subsequently  found  in  Lower  Iraq  (Ticehurst  1920,  1922),  to  which  its 
breeding  appears  to  be  restricted  and  where  Vaurie  (1959)  gave  its 
range  as  ‘the  marshes  along  the  Euphrates  and  Tigris  from  north  of 
Baghdad  to  Basra  and  Fao’.  Hartlaub  called  his  new  taxon  Calamoherpe 
griseldis.  The  bird  continued  to  be  treated  as  a full  species,  though 
within  the  genus  Acrocephalus,  by,  for  example,  Ticehurst  (1922), 
Jackson  (1938),  and  Mackworth-Praed  & Grant  (1960).  Vaurie  (1959), 
White  (1960)  and  Williamson  (1968),  however,  among  others  have 
preferred  to  regard  it  as  a race  of  the  Great  Reed  Warbler,  and  it  has 
been  accorded  similar  status  in  the  recent  eleventh  volume  of  Peters’s 
Check-list  of  birds  of  the  World  (Mayr  et  at.  1986).  As  a result,  it  has  been  of 
limited  interest  to  European  ornithologists,  and  has  received  scant 
attention  in  the  popular  literature. 


Fig.  1 Bill  profiles  and  plans  of  Basra  Reed 
Warbler  Acrocephalus  ( arundinaceus ) griseldis 
(top)  and  Great  Reed  Warbler  A.  arundinaceus 
(bottom) 


Two  other  forms  of  the  Great 
Reed  Warbler  complex  have  often 
been  lumped  under  A.  arundinaceus. 
The  Eastern  Great  Reed  Warbler 
A.  ( arundinaceus ) orientalis  of  eastern 
Asia,  treated  as  a race  of  arundina- 
ceus by  Vaurie  (1959),  Williamson 
(1968)  and  Voous  (1977),  but 
separated  by  Mayr  et  al.  (1986), 
has  a shorter  and  rather  more 
rounded  wing  than  Great  Reed.  In 
voice,  habits,  plumage  coloration 
and  bill  size  and  shape,  however, 
it  resembles  Great  Reed  very 
closely.  The  Clamorous  Reed 
Warbler  A.  stentoreus  is  treated  as  a 
full  species  by  Vaurie,  Williamson 
and  Voous,  but  was  lumped  under 
arundinaceus  by,  for  example, 
Dementiev  & Gladkov  (1954)  and 
Meinertzhagen  (1954).  Its  wing  is 
still  more  rounded,  and  the  bill, 
although  as  long  as  that  of  Great 
Reed,  is  narrower  (but  not  so  slim 
as  that  of  Basra  Reed,  see  fig.  1). 
The  Clamorous  Reed  Warbler 
breeds  east  and  southwest  of  the 
Basra  Reed  and  is  less  strongly 
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migratory.  It  is  larger,  and  heavier-billed  than  Basra  Reed;  and  the  Red 
Sea  and  Near  Eastern  populations  are  much  more  warmly  coloured.  Its 
grating  and  clucking  call  notes  recall  those  of  Great  Reed  rather  than 
Basra  Reed. 

The  Basra  Reed  Warbler  winters  in  eastern  parts  of  Africa.  Fewer 
than  30  individuals  had  been  recorded  from  that  continent  up  to  1970, 
but  movements  and  wintering  range  have  since  become  much  better 
known.  From  late  October/December  to  March/early  April,  it  occurs 
from  southern  Somalia  through  eastern  Kenya  and  eastern  Tanzania 
to  Malawi  and  Mozambique  to  at  least  1 7°S  (Pearson  et  al. 
1978;  Hanmer  1979;  Ash  & Miskell  1981;  Pearson  1982),  with  one 
record  from  the  Transvaal  (J.  C.  Sinclair  in  litt.).  There  are  now  also 
many  records  from  Ethiopia  for  the  period  September-November  (Ash 
1981  and  in  litt.)  and  it  is  regular  on  autumn  passage  on  the  Sudan 
coast  during  late  August  to  mid  October  (Nikolaus  1981;  Nikolaus  & 
Backhurst  1982;  G.  Nikolaus  in  litt.);  it  is  also  known  from  Saudi  Arabia 
(Jennings  1981).  The  bird  is  particularly  well  known  to  us  in  Kenya,  where 
over  700  have  been  caught  on  southward  passage  at  the  Ngulia  ringing 
site  in  Tsavo  West  National  Park  (Pearson  & Backhurst  1976),  and  where 
it  appears  to  be  the  commonest  wintering  Acrocephalus  on  the  Lower 
Tana  floodplain  (Pearson  et  al.  1978).  The  purpose  of  this  paper  is 
to  describe  the  features  of  this 
West  Palearctic  breeding  bird,  in 
the  hand  and  in  the  held,  as 
observed  in  Kenya,  and  to  stress 
reasons  for  our  view  that  this  and 
the  Great  Reed  Warbler  are 
decidedly  different  species. 

The  coloration  of  the  Basra  Reed 
Warbler  is  best  appreciated  on 
recently  moulted  individuals. 

Moult  occurs  in  Africa,  but  some 
70-80%  of  those  caught  in  Kenya 
and  Malawi  during  November- 
December  are  already  in  fresh 
plumage  or  have  moulted  all  except 
their  outer  primaries.  Most  thus 
appear  to  moult  during  an  autumn 
stopover  in  Ethiopia,  and  only  a 
minority  do  so  in  their  final  winter 
quarters.  Plumage  is  already  some- 
what worn  by  the  time  that  they 
return  to  their  breeding  grounds. 

The  upperparts  are  uniform  cold 
olivaceous-brown,  lacking  the  warm 

93.  Basra  Reed  Warbler  Acrocephalus  (arundi- 
naceus)  griseldis  (after  moult),  Kenya.  Decem- 
ber 1982  (G.  C.  Backhurst) 


95.  Great  Reed  Warbler  Acrocephalus  anindinaceus  (after  moult),  Kenya,  December  1986 

(G.  C.  Backhurst) 


96.  Reed  Warbler  Acrocephalus  scirpaceus  (after  moult),  Kenya,  December  1986  ( G . C.  Backhurst ) 

97.  Clamorous  Reed  Warbler  Acrocephalus  stentoreus,  Sudan,  September  1981  (/).  J.  Pearson ) 


Characters  oj  Basra  Reed  Warbler 


94.  Basra  Reed  Warbler  Acrocephalus  ( arundinaceus ) griseldis  (after  moult),  Kenya,  December 

1986  ( G . C.  Backhurst) 


[The  inclusion  of  plates  94-97  in  colour  has  been  subsidised  by  ZJ'JSS  West  Germany] 
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Characters  oj  Basra  Reed  Warbler 

Table  1.  Measurements  (mm)  and  weights  (g)  of  Basra  Reed  Warblers  Acrocephalus 
(arundinaceus)  griseldis,  Great  Reed  Warblers  .1.  arundinaceus  and  Reed  Warblers  .1.  scirpaceus 

trapped  in  Kenya 

Reed  Warblers:  eastern  birds,  mostly  of  the  race  fuscus.  Wing  and  tail  measurements  made 
only  on  fresh-plumaged  birds.  Weights  given  only  for  lean  birds  with  fat  rating  / (see  Pearson 
& Backhurst  1976) 


BASRA  RF.F.I)  WARBFF.R  GRF.AT  RF.F.D  WARBFF.R  RF.F.D  WARBFF.R 


Attribute 

n 

Range 

Mean 

n 

Range 

Mean  n 

Range 

Mean 

Wing 

(100) 

78-08 

(83.8)  (100) 

89-103 

(96.4)  (100) 

64-75 

(68.7) 

Tail 

(24) 

58-67 

(63.1) 

(24) 

72-81 

(76.7)  (20) 

51-57 

(53.8) 

Tarsus 

(29) 

24-27 

(25.2) 

(24) 

27-31 

(29.0)  (23) 

21-24 

(22.7) 

Bill  to  skull 

(25) 

20-24 

(23.0) 

(24) 

20-25 

(23.8)  (23) 

16-19 

(18.0) 

Bill  to  rear  of  nostril 

(22) 

13.5-15.5  (14.5) 

(24) 

13.5-16 

(14.7)  (100) 

10-12.5(1 1.1) 

Bill  width  across  rear 

of  nostril 

(22) 

4.4-5.4 

(4.8) 

(24) 

5. 6-6. 4 

(6.0)  (100) 

3. 7-4.8 

(4.2) 

Weight 

(100) 

13.4-18.8  (15.7) 

(44)  21.2-33.5 

(27.5)  (100) 

9.0-1 1.9(10.4) 

tinge  of  nominate  Great  Reed  Warbler,  and  darker  and  without  the 
greyish  tone  of  the  central  Asian  zamdnyi ; in  fresh  plumage,  the  tail  is  very 
dark.  The  underparts  are  much  whiter  than  on  nominate  Great  Reed,  with 
a cold  huffish  wash  confined  to  the  flanks;  in  contrast  to  Great  Reed, 
Basra  lacks  fine  streaks  on  the  throat.  The  supercilium  is  whitish  (not 
huffish  as  on  Great  Reed),  and,  though  narrow,  quite  prominent, 
extending  from  the  base  of  the  bill  to  well  behind  the  eye;  a contrasting 
dark  streak  through  the  eye  is  well  emphasised.  Bill  and  eye  colour  are 
similar  to  those  of  Great  Reed,  but  the  legs  and  feet  of  Basra  are  invariably 
dull  greyish,  in  contrast  to  the  typical  pale  brown  of  Great  Reed. 

Wing,  tail,  tarsus  and  bill  measurements  of  the  Basra  Reed  W arbler  are 
compared  in  table  1 with  those  of  Great  Reed  Warbler  and  Reed  Warbler 
A.  scirpaceus.  Except  where  otherwise  stated,  figures  concern  fresh- 
plumaged  individuals  caught  in  Kenya.  Weight  ranges  are  also  given  for 
lean  individuals.  Some  measurements  of  sexed  museum  specimens  are 
summarised  in  table  2.  With  respect  to  most  measurements,  Basra  Reed  is 
just  about  intermediate  between  the  other  two,  with  weights  nearer  to 
those  of  Reed.  The  bill,  however,  is  the  really  distinctive  feature:  about  as 
long  as  that  of  Great  Reed,  but  thin  and  narrow  (see  also  fig.  1 and  plates 
93-101).  In  proportion,  the  tail  is  slightly  shorter  than  that  of  Great  Reed, 
but  the  wing  is  long  and  pointed  with  a substantial  ‘primary  projection'. 


Table  2.  Measurements  (mm)  of  sexed  museum  specimens  of  Basra  Reed  Warbler 

Acrocephalus  ( arundinaceus ) griseldis  and  Great  Reed  Warbler  .-t.  arundinaceus 
BASRA  RF.F.D  WARBFF.R  GRF.AT  RF.F.D  WARBFF.R 


o'er  (5)  9$  (4)  o'er  (io)  99  (io) 


Attribute 

Range 

Mean 

Range 

Mean 

Range 

Mean 

Range 

Mean 

Wing 

82-85 

(83.0) 

78-84 

(81.0) 

93-99 

(95.5) 

89-96 

(91.3) 

Tail 

62-67 

(64.6) 

58-64 

(62.0) 

74-81 

(77.5) 

73-80 

(76.1) 

Tarsus 

25-26 

(25.8) 

24-26 

(24.8) 

29-31 

(30.0) 

27-29 

(28.4) 

Bill  (to 
skull) 

20-24 

(22.4) 

22-23 

(22.2) 

23-25 

(24.1) 

20-24 

(22.9) 

98.  Great  Reed  Warbler  Acrocephalus  arundinaceus  (after  moult),  Kenya,  December  1985  (D.J. 

Pearson) 


Characters  of  Basra  Reed  Warbler 


100.  Basra  Reed  Warbler  Acrocephalus  (arundinaceus)  griseldis  (after  moult),  Kenya,  December 

1985  (G.  C.  Backhurst) 

101.  Basra  Reed  Warbler  Acrocephalus  (arundinaceus)  griseldis  (before  moult),  Kenya,  December 

1983  (D.J.  Pearson) 


99.  C ireat  Reed  Warbler  Acrocephalus  arundinaceus  (alter  moult),  Kenya,  December  1985  (G.  G. 

Backhurst) 


also7X  42B/GAT* 

. . particularly  useful  in  confined 
habitats,  such  as  woodland  or  forest; 
for  seawatching  or  raptor-watching.  . ' 

(British  Birds  Vol  79  No.  6 June  1986 ) 


Zeiss  - a tradition  of  excellence. 


The  preferred  binocular  of  experienced  birdwatchers 
worldwide.  Unsurpassed  in  quality  and  performance. 
Excellent  image  contrast;  superior  light  transmission 
at  dawn  and  dusk;  genuine  “B”  special  eyepieces  with 
unrestricted  viewing  for  spectacle-  and  non-spectacle 
wearers  alike:  true 
close  focusing  (5m). 


For  brochure  and  nearest  stockist  please  contact 


Sturdy  and  dependable. 

Available  with  or 
without  rubber  armour. 


Carl  Zeiss 
(Oberkochen)  Ltd 

PO  Box  78 
Woodfield  Road 
Welwyn  Garden  City 
Herts  AL7  ILL) 
Telephone 
(0707)331144 


ZEISS 


West  Germany 


(D272) 


SEEING  IS  BELIEVING 


FREE  FIELD  TRIAL 

Send  no  money,  just  your  name,  address  and  telephone  no.  and  we  will  send  you  either  the  Optima 
Super  60  telescope  together  with  your  choice  of  eyepiece,  or  any  Optima  branded  binoculars  for  a 
Free  Field  Trial.  If  you  do  not  agree  that  they  are  the  best  then  simply  return  them  to  us.  Only  one 
item  offered  on  tnal  at  a time. 

Both  the  above  items  are  made  to  our  own  specification  by  a leading  Japanese  manufacturer.  They 
are  available  only  from  OPTIMA.  Thus  by  eliminating  the  middleman  we  are  able  to  offer  High 
Quality  Optics  at  prices  you  would  expect  to  pay  considerably  more  for. 

PHONE  NOW  FOR  HELP  AND  ADVICE  0204  386899 

Easy  credit  terms  available  to  most  adult  current  bank/credit  card  holders.  Just  send  10%  deposit 
(Rounded  up  to  nearest  £)  EG  10x40BA  Leitz  cash  pnce  £499,  Deposit  £50.  Minimum  monthly 
payment  £18  APR  29.8%  by  Direct  Debit.  Written  details  on  request  - Part  exchange  considered. 


Case £19.50 

Photokit £70.00 


OPTIMA  SUPER  60 
BIRDWATCHING 
SCOPE 

(Rubber  Armoured) 


Guaranteed  to  have  better 
resolution  than  any  other  scope 

selling  up  to £275.00 

Focuses  down  to  5m  at  any 
magnification. 

Available  with:  20-45  Zoom 

Eyepiece £215.00 

OR  with  Fixed  Magnification 

Eyepiece £175.00 

(inc  choice  1 eyepiece)  NB:  Zoom 
eyepiece  & fixed  eyepiece  are 
interchangeable. 

Eyepieces  available:  15x,  20x,  30x, 


40x,  50x,  60x £25.00 

20-45  Zoom  Eyepiece £65.00 

SLR  Camera  Adaptor  Kit  (state 

model) £29.95 

Shoulder  Case £16.95 


Floor  Tnpod  (lightweight) £60.00 

TELESCOPES 

ADLERSCOPE 

80mm  Body  straight  or  angled 


including  25x  eyepiece £349.00 

40x  Eyepiece £70.00 

20x-60x  Zoom £85.00 

Photo  Kit £23.95 

ZEISS  30x60GA £490.00 

BUSHN  ELI . 

Discoverer  15-16x60 £199.00 

Spacemaster  15-45x60 £199.00 

Additional  Eyepieces  15,  20,  22WA, 

25,40 £37.50 

Eyepieces  20x,  32x,  40x £20.00 

each 

MTRADOR 


50mm,  60mm,  75mm  Body £60.00, 


£80.00,  £115.00 

20x,  32x,  40x,  Eyepiece £19.00 

22x  47x  Zoom £63.00 

KOWA 

TSNIBody £235.00 

TSN2Body £225.00 

TSN3  Body £435.00 

TSN4  Body £425.00 

20x  wide  angle  eyepiece £69.00 

25x,  40x  eyepiece each  £45.00 

20x60  Zoom £99.00 


TS601  Body £185.00 

TS602Body £165.00 

20x  W A £60.00 

25x,  40x each  £47.50 

20-60  Zoom £93.50 

OPTOLYTH 

30x75GA £3 18.00  Case  £35.00 

30x80GA £353.00  Case  £35.00 

30x80GA  with  interchangeable 


eyepiece  body  only £344.00 

20x  £56,  30x  £57,  40x  £58.00 

TBS  80CA  Body £320.00 

20x  WW £88.00 

20xW,  30xW.  40x £56.00  each 

Case  £35.00 


All  prices  inclusive  of  p&p  etc.  Full 
refund  if  goods  returned  in  unused 
condition  within  14  days 

OPTIMA 

BINOCULARS 

8x40  High  resolution  rubber 
armoured.  Wide  angled  BAK  4 
Prisms. 

Complete  with  leather  case  £139.00 


(F.O.V.  8.2"  143m  at  1000m) 

10x40  High  resolution  BAK  4 Prisms 

complete  with  case £ 105.00 

10x50  High  resolution  BAK  4 Prisms 

complete  with  case £1 15.00 

8x24  Compact  very  high  quality 
rubber  armoured  complete  with 

soft  case £89.00 

10x50  Good  quality  budget 

binoculars  complete  with 

case £39.00 


AIL  OPTIMA  BRANDED 
PRODUCTS  CAN  BE  SEEN  AT 
OUR  YORKSHIRE  AGENTS  - 
COUNTRY  LIFE,  18  WEST 
PARK,  HARROGATE. 

Tel:  0423  60092 


OPTIMA 

LEISURE  PRODUCTS 

GILNOW  MILL  SPA  ROAD  BOLTON  LANCS  BL1  4LF 
Tel:  (0204)  386899  Telex:  63114 

Oelerred  Payment  terms  available. 

Please  write  lor  details  and  app  form 


ZEISS  DIALYT 

8x20B 

....  £216  inc  Pouch 

8x20BGA 

..  ..  £268  inc  Pouch 

10x25B  ... 

8x30B 

£434  me  Case 

8x30BGAT 

....  £435  inc  Pouch 

7x42BGAT 

....  £504  me  Pouch 

8x56BGAT 

10x40B 

£622  me  Case 

£496  me  Case 

10x40BGAT 

....  £535  inc  Pouch 

ADLERBLICK  SOFT  TOUCH 

RUBBER 


8x42BA £139.00 

10x42BA £149.00 


10x50BA 

£165.00 

8x24BA 

£119.00 

7x21BA 

£109.00 

LEITZ  TRINOVID 

8x20BC £242  Pouch  £15.00 

8x20BCA £282  Pouch  £15.00 

10x25BC £262  Pouch  £15.00 

10x25BCA £279  Pouch  £15.00 

8x40BA £499  Pouch  £35.00 

10x40B £480  Pouch  £35.00 

10x40BA £499  Pouch  £35.00 

10x40BA  (C/F) £559  Pouch  £35.00 

Demo  models  available  huge 
savings  - Phone  now 

ALPIN 

10x50BGA £22 1 .00  inc  Soft  Case 

10x40BGA £205.00  me  Soft  Case 

8x40BGA £200.00  inc  Soft  Case 

8x30BGA £ 186.00  me  Soft  Case 

12x50BGA £225.00  me  Soft  Case 

CARL  ZEISS  JENA 

1 0x50  Jenoptem £8 1 . 50  me  case 

10x50  Dekarem £95.50  me  case 

8x30  Deltrmtem £57.50  me  case 

7x50  Binoctem £89.50  me  case 

8x32  Notarem £ 127.50  me  case 

10x40B  Notarem  £187.75  me  case 

8x50Nobilem £187.50  inc  case 

12x50  Nobilem £2 12.75  inc  case 

SWIFT 

Audubon  HRS  8.5x44  BWCF 

£175.00  me  case 

Osprey  7.5x42  BCF £145.00  me 

case 

Personal  callers  welcome 
Mon-Fri  9am-5pm 
Sat  9am- 12  noon 
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VERY  FEW  PEOPLE 
HAVE  SEEN  A 
DARTFORD  WARBLER 
CLOSE  UP 

THEY’RE  TOO  BUSY 
FOCUSING  THEIR 
BINOCULARS. 


To  TV  viewers.  Bill  Oddie  is  recog 
m/ed  as  an  outstanding  comedy  writer 
and  actor 

But  to  ornithologists  he's  as  well 
known  as  a serious  and  skilled  bird 
watcher  He  uses  Leica  Trinovid  10  x AO 
BA's  We  asked  him  why 

"I  judge  binoculars  by  how  little 
they  interfere  with  the  process  of  watch 
ing.  My  Leica  binoculars  - how  can  I 
put  it  - I’m  not  conscious  I'm  using  them 
They  are  the  most  natural  binoculars 
I've  found  natural  colours,  perfect 
balance,  brilliant  clarity  and  definition 
And  quite  a lot  lighter  than  they  look1' 
All  of  which  would  suggest,  if  you're 
serious  about  birdwatching,  you  should 
watch  out  for  our  Trinovid  / x 42. 10  x 40 
and  8 x40  binoculars 
They're  a breed  apart 


formation  and  a list  of  Leica  and  Trinovid  Specialists,  write  or  telephone  Leica  PO  Box  10 
igford.  Herts  SG9  9BT  Telephone  (0582)  404040  or.  outside  offic e hours.  404051 


THE  CHOICE  OF  THE  ELITE 


Where  to  Watch 
Birds  in  Britain  and 
Europe 

JOHN  GOODERS 

★ A complete  rewrite  of 
John  Gooders'  best-selling 
guide  to  the  top  birding 
spots  in  Britain  and 
Europe. 

★ Now  extended  to  cover 
Morocco,  Israel,  Turkey, 

Cyprus  and  Crete. 

★ Precise  details  of  where  to 
go  and  what  to  see  for  over 
200  sites. 

★ Numerous  maps  show 
detailed  access,  paths, 
vantage-points  - 
sometimes  down  to 
particular  species. 

★ Details  the  most  sought- 
after  species  as  well  as  the 
most  likely  birds  to  be  seen 
season  by  season. 

Contents 

Introduction  • Austria  • 

Belgium  • Britain  ■ Bulgaria  ■ 

Cyprus  • Czechoslovakia  • 

Denmark  • Finland  ■ France  ■ Germany  (Federal  Republic)  • Greece  ■ Holland  ■ 

Hungary  • Iceland  ■ Ireland  • Israel  ■ Italy  ■ Morocco  • Norway  • Poland  ■ Portugal  • 

Romania  ■ Spain  ■ Sweden  • Switzerland  • Turkey  • Yugoslavia  • Index  • 

£9.95  pbk  0-7470-1212-1  272  pages  234  x 156mm  71  maps,  30  line  drawings 

April  ’88. 

Available  through  British  BirdShop 
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British  BirdSnop 


ALL  BOOKS  ARE  POST  FREE  TO  ‘BRITISH  BIRDS’  SUBSCRIBERS 

Recordings  Please  add  £1 .75  p & p per  order  Please  tick 

Sture  Palmer  &JefTery  Boswall  .1  Field  Guide  to  the  Bird  Songs  of  Britain  and  Europe  ^ 

Complete  set  of  16  cassettes  in  four  packs  (running  time  approx  13  hours)  (t  st  \i  met  £105)  £95.00*  EH 

Cassette  pack  1 Divers  to  gulls CPI  EH 

Cassette  pack  2 Terns  to  warblers CP2  EE 

Cassette  pack  3 Goldcrest  to  crows CP3  El 

Cassette  pack  4 Accidentals CP4  EH 

Complete  set  of  15  LP  discs  of  birds  (running  time  approx  12  hours)  (isi ' \l.  pkic:f  £105) £95.00*  EH 

Complete  set  of  15  LP  discs  of  birds  and  2 I.P  discs  of  mammals  (t  si  \i  hrk  f £120) £108.90*  EE 

Companion  set  oj  recordings  of 69  British  and  European  mammals  (2  LP discs) £13.90*  EH 

I o order  individual  discs,  please  use  the  British  BirdShop  order  form  on  pages  xi  & xii  in  your  January  1988 
issue.  *plus  £1.75  p&p  per  order 

* Kettle  British  Bird  Songs  and  Calls  (2-cassette  pack) £ 1 3.99  El 

Roche Birdwalker  (3-cassette  pack)  (C.  Helm) £28.95  EH 


£28.00  each* 


Socks  mid  other  items  lire  included  in  Br 
ipproved  by  British  Birds  and  considered  to  I 
md  useful  additions  to  a birdwatcher  s libi 
British  BirdShop  which  fails  to  meet  your  up 
noney  will  be  refunded  without  question.  It 
ubscribers  with  the  best  and  most  reliable  « 
■nee  concerning  British  BirdShop  should  bt 
•/o  NHBS,  2 \\  ills  Road,  Totnes,  Devon  L( 


they 


Books  New  books  and  special  otters  marked  * 

Ali  & Ripley  Handbook  of  the  Birds  of  India  and  Pakistan,  t:t >\ip  \(  r edition  (OUP)  (pit.  ji  i y) £75.00  EH 

Brown,  Ferguson,  Lawrence  & I .ees  Tracks  & Signs £ 1 7.95  EH 

Bruun,  Delin,  Svensson,  Singer  & Zetterstrom  Birds  of  Britain  and  Europe  (Country  Life) Paperback  £5.95  EH 

Clarke  & Clarke  It  here  to  Watch  Birds  in  East  Anglia  (C.  Helm) Paperback  £8.95  EH 

Cramp  Birds  of  the  Western  Palearctic  vol.  I £75  EH  vol.  2 £75  EH  vol.  3 £75  EH  vol.  4 £75  EH  vol.  5 £75  EH 

*SPI  ( I \l  ‘BWP‘  OFFER,  F.Xt  I I sl\l  IO  ‘BB‘  St  HSCRtRFKS 

Vols.  l-5(t  si  \i  pa  it  i £375.00) SAVE  £80.00 £295.00  EH 

If  vol.  .7  purchased  nine  at  C7~>  (order  below),  vols.  1-1  available  al  £60  each  (t  si  \l  prk  r £7.5 ) 

Vol. 5 £75 □ + vol.  I £60  EH.  vol.  2 £60 D, vol. 3 £60  EH.  vol.  t £60  EH 

Diamond,  Schreiber,  Attenborough  & Prestt  Save  the  Birds  (CUP) £1 7.50  EH 

Ferguson- Lees,  Willis  & Sharrock  The  Shell  Guide  to  the  Birds  of  Britain  and  Ireland  (Michael  Joseph) 

THEBESTUC 'IDF. FOR  l SP  IN  BRITAIN £8.95  EH 

Fowler  & Cohen  Statistics  for  Ornithologists  ( BIO) Paperback  £ 1 4.30  EH 

*Frv,  Keith  & Urban  'Hie  Birds  of  Africa  (Academic  Press)  \ Dl.  3 (ut  i n m I vol  I £65.00  EH  vol.  2 £68.  >0  EH 

vol.  3 will  be  £7 1 .50,  but  if  ordered  now  £60.t)oEH  vols.  1-3  will  lie  £21  1.50.  but  if  ordered  now  £180.00  EH 

*Gensbol  Birds  ofPrev  of  Britain  and  Europe.  Snrth  Africa  and  the  Middle  East  (Collins) £1  1.95  EH 

* Goodwin  Grows  of  the  World  2nd  edn  (British  Museum)  F.\t  1 1 sivr . offfr  ro'BB'  reapers, 

ki  di  i ed from  £30.00  iii £22.50  EH 

Hall  & Govett  Whereto  Watch  Birds  in  Somerset.  Avon.  Gloucestershire  s s'  Wiltshire  (C.  Helm) £9.95  EH 

Harbard  Evenings  at  the  Coot  & Corncrake  (Collins) Paperback  £2.95  EH 

Harbard  .4  Bird-watcher's  Qiiiz  Book  (Collins) Paperback  £2.95  EH 

Harrison,  P.  Seabirds:  an  identification  guide  Revised  edn.  Bt  si  Bird  Boom  if  1983  (dcf.JI’nf.) £19.95  EH 

Harrison,  P.  Seabirds  oj  the  1 1 arid:  a photographic  guide Paperback  £ 1 5.95  EH 

Hayman.  Marchant  & Prater  Shorebirds:  an  identification  guide  to  the  leaders  of  the  World  Best  Bird 

B<  x >K  < if  1986 ^ -95  ^ 

Hill  & Langsbury  .4  Field  Guide  to  Photographing  Birds  in  Britain  and  Western  Europe  (Collins) £12.95  LJ 

‘Holden.  Sharrock  A Bum  lb,  RSPB  Book  .>/  British  Birds  ( Macmillan)  Ri  \ m pEim  i h >,n £6-95  EH 

Hume  Observers  Birds  (Warne) Paperback  £3.50  LJ 

King.  Dickinson  & Woodcock.!  Field  Guide  to  the  Birds  of  South-East  Asia  (Collins) Paperback  £8.95  U 

Knystautas  The  Satural  History  of  the  l SSR  (Century) £14.95  LJ 

Lack  ’the  Atlas  of  Wintering  Birds  in  Britain  & Ireland  ( Poyser)  Bf.st  Bird  Book  of  198/ £19.00  LJ 

Madge  & Burn  Wildfowl:  an  identification  guide  to  the  ducks,  geese  and  swans  of  the  World p. £ 19.95  LJ 

Moore  BirdofTme  (CUP) Paperback  £9.95  □ Hardback  £27.50  U 

Please  use  the  British  BirdShop  form  on  page  xviii  to  complete  your  order. 
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British  BirdShop  (continued) 

ALL  BOOKS  ARE  POST  FREE  TO  ‘BRITISH  BIRDS’  SUBSCRIBERS 
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Characters  of  Basra  Reed  Warbler 

I he  wing  formula,  with  the  3rd-4th  primaries  longest  and  the  notch  on  the 
inner  web  of  the  2nd  primary  falling,  on  the  closed  wing,  between  the  tips 
of  the  6th-8th  primaries,  is  similar  to  that  of  Great  Reed;  this  has 
presumably  been  one  of  the  reasons  for  the  ‘lumping’  of  the  two  forms  as 
one  species. 

The  voice  of  the  Basra  Reed  Warbler  is  quite  different  from  that  of 
Great  Reed.  The  typical  call-note  is  a harsh  ‘chaarr’,  rather  louder  than 
the  similar  note  of  the  Reed  Warbler.  The  song,  which  may  be  heard  in 
Kenya  from  January  to  March,  is  a rather  subdued  sequence  of  notes, 
‘chuc-chuc-churruc-churruc-chuc  . . .’,  less  squeaky  and  with  a less 
forceful  rhythm  than  the  song  of  Reed,  and  quieter  than  and  without  the 
guttural,  grating  quality  of  that  of  Great  Reed. 

In  Kenya,  wintering  Basra  Reed  Warblers  frequent  moist  green  thicket, 
sedge  and  rank  undergrowth  habitat  similar  to  that  utilised  by  Marsh  A. 
palustris  and  Reed  Warblers,  and  sometimes  occur  alongside  one  or  other 
of  those  species.  They  have  a greater  preference,  however,  for  cover 
adjacent  to  water,  over  drying  lakes  and  floodpans  and  along  ditches.  On 
the  Lower  Tana,  where  they  occur  together  with  Great  Reed  Warblers, 
they  mainly  inhabit  bushes  and  thickets,  whereas  Great  Reeds  are  more 
dependent  on  stands  of  tall  grass. 

In  the  field,  the  Basra  Reed  Warbler  gives  the  impression  of  a large, 
slim,  dark-tailed  Reed  Warbler  rather  than  a small  Great  Reed  Warbler. 
The  long,  slender  bill  is  the  most  distinctive  single  feature,  separating  it 
easily  from  Great  Reed.  Additionally,  the  combination  of  white-looking 
underparts,  long  distinct  supercilium  and  greyish  legs  should  distinguish 
it  readily  from  Reed  and  Marsh  Warblers.  Reed  Warblers  of  the  eastern 
race  fuscus  are  white  below  and  lack  warmth  on  the  mantle,  but  are  paler 
above  than  Basra,  with  a shorter  bill,  a less  distinct  supercilium  and 
browner  legs. 

In  view  of  its  far  smaller  size,  consistent  and  distinctive  plumage 
differences,  very  different  bill  shape,  different  leg  colour  and  different 
song,  we  feel  that  there  is  no  justification  for  continuing  to  regard  the 
Basra  Reed  Warbler  as  a race  of  Great  Reed. 
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Pied-billed  Grebe  catching  fish  attracted  by  man  I 

was  very  interested  in  Dan  Crawley’s  recent  note  {Brit. 

Birds  80:  72-73)  describing  how  a Great  Crested  Grebe 
Podiceps  cristatus  caught  fish  attracted  by  bread  thrown  to 
waterbirds.  I had  rather  a similar  experience  involving  a 
Pied-billed  Grebe  Podilymbus  podiceps  at  Lake  Eola, 

Orlando,  Florida,  USA,  on  8th  April  1981.  In  this  case, 
however,  the  ‘bait’  was  ‘wild  bird  seed’  which  visitors  had 
obtained  from  a slot  machine  and  thrown  to  feral  Rock 
Doves  Columba  livia  and  Ring-billed  Gulls  Larus  dela- 
warensis  on  the  grass  banks  of  the  lake.  Inevitably,  some  spilled  into  the  clear 
shallow  water,  causing  a sudden  influx  of  numerous  small  fish  (probably  all 
less  than  50  mm  long).  A Pied-billed  Grebe  resting  on  the  surface  then 
became  extremely  active  and,  after  making  food-scanning  movements, 
thrusting  its  head  in  and  out  of  the  water  and  moving  it  from  side  to  side,  it 
dived.  In  the  clear  water,  its  feeding  behaviour  could  be  noted.  It  used  its 
wings  to  propel  itself  in  pursuit  of  its  prey,  though  seldom  obtained  one 
immediately  from  a direct  dive.  On  every  occasion,  its  victim  was  brought 
to  the  surface,  where  most  of  them  were  mandibulated  and  softened  by  a 
rapid  bill  action  passing  from  one  end  of  the  fish’s  body  to  the  other,  beaten 
on  the  water,  and  swallowed,  head  first.  A few  of  the  larger  fish  were  also 
summarily  dealt  with  as  described,  but,  at  times,  the  grebe  had  difficulty  in 
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coping  with  them  and  momentarily  released  them  on  the  surface,  where 
they  were  subjected  to  fierce  jabbings.  There  were  also  occasions  when  the 
grebe,  still  holding  its  prey,  swam  to  and  fro  under  water  before  finally 
surfacing  to  swallow  it.  I have  observed  this  behaviour  previously,  around 
Penzance  and  Newlyn  harbours,  Cornwall,  when  Great  Northern  Divers 
Gavia  immer  were  catching  small  shore  crabs  Carcinus  maenas  and  . having 
held  it  in  its  bill  for  a short  while,  dived  again  with  it.’  (Brit.  Birds  69: 
497-498). 

I he  feeding  behaviour  of  the  Pied-billed  Grebe  lasted  only  while  the 
grain  was  attracting  the  fish,  which  I later  ascertained  from  Mr  G.  Bretze 
were  immature  blue  gills  Lepomis  macrohirus . The  late  Bernard  King 

Diving  times  and  intervals  of  feeding  Ferruginous  Duck  There 
appears  to  be  very  little  published  information  on  the  feeding  behaviour  of 
Ferruginous  Ducks  Aythya  nyroca,  in  particular  on  their  diving  for  food  and 
intervals  between  dives.  BWP  vol.  1 (page  574)  states  that  food  is  taken 
from  the  surface,  when  swimming  with  the  head  submerged,  by  up-ending 
and  by  diving;  that  diving  times  are  up  to  40-50  seconds,  but  probably 
normally  less;  and  that,  in  Hungary,  feeding  was  mostly  in  depths  of 
20-70  cm,  but  up  to  1 .6  m. 

From  late  December  1984  to  early  February  1985,  a male  Ferruginous 
Duck  was  present  at  Drift  Reservoir,  Cornwall.  Poor  weather  throughout 
made  observation  difficult,  but  when  visiting  the  reservoir  I always  stayed 
in  one  of  the  partly  sheltered  bays.  This  was  a favourite  feeding  area  for  the 
duck  if  undisturbed,  and  I managed  to  obtain  the  following  data  on  its 
feeding  behaviour.  The  duck  fed  in  depths  of  0.5  to  1.5  m,  and,  using  a 
stop-watch,  I timed  193  dives  and  184  corresponding  pauses  between  dives. 
The  maximum  diving  time  was  22  seconds,  the  minimum  3 seconds,  and 
the  mean  17.24  seconds;  the  maximum  interval  between  dives  was  31 
seconds,  the  minimum  2 seconds,  and  the  mean  1 1.59  seconds.  During  one 
continuous  midday  feeding  period  of  54  minutes,  122  dives  and  the  same 
number  of  intervals  were  timed.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Ferruginous  Duck 
frequently  made  only  one  or  two  dives,  then  spent  long  intervals  roosting  or 
swimming  idly  about  on  the  surface.  Only  twice  during  long  periods  of 
watching  v/as  food  brought  to  the  surface,  where  it  was  immediately 
swallowed.  The  duck  made  no  attempt  to  scan  for  food  with  its  head 
submerged,  or  to  up-end.  It  was  seldom  seen  in  flight,  but  left  the  area  of  the 
bay  by  swimming  quietly  away. 

Owing  to  bad  weather,  I had  to  concentrate  on  the  Ferruginous  Duck 
and  so  v/as  unable,  unfortunately,  to  make  comparative  observations  on 
other  diving  ducks  present,  which  varied  their  locations  more  on  the 
reservoir. 

I am  grateful  to  Prof.  G.  V.  T.  Matthews  for  his  helpful  comments  on  this 
note.  The  late  Bernard  King 

American  Golden  Plover  calling  from  ground  Early  in  the  morning  on 
5th  October  1980,  at  Drift  Reservoir.  Cornwall,  I heard  an  American 
Golden  Plover  Pluvialis  dominica  call  while  resting  on  an  old  tree  trunk  a little 
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offshore.  It  gave  soft  but  clear  ‘tue-tue’  calls  whenever  small  waders,  such 
as  Dunlins  Calidris  alpina , passed  low  over  it;  as  it  called,  it  stretched  its  neck 
upwards  and  then  brought  it  down  quickly  in  a concertina-like  manner. 
This  behaviour  continued  sporadically  for  at  least  20  minutes  before  the 
plover  departed  to  another  part  of  the  reservoir.  This  was  the  first  time  I 
had  heard  this  species  call  from  the  ground.  I have  frequently  heard  Golden 
Plovers  P.  apricaria  do  so  (e.g.  Brit.  Birds  75:  32),  but  I have  never  scrutinised 
them  carefully  enough  to  see  if  they  also  stretched  their  necks  while  calling. 

The  late  Bernard  King 

Sanderlings  flocking  with  Turnstones  to  take  bread  In  a recent  note 
(Brit.  Birds  74:  521-522),  I referred  to  Sanderlings  Calidris  alba  eating  bread, 
a habit  previously  reported  from  Devon  (Brit.  Birds  59:  194).  Man-made 
foods  are  not  listed  in  the  food  of  Sanderlings  in  BWP  (3:  286),  although 
bread  is  mentioned  in  the  diet  of  Turnstones  Arenaria  interpres.  (It  may 
perhaps  be  assumed  that  the  Devon  record,  because  it  was  just  a ‘one-off 
affair,  did  not  warrant  inclusion  in  BWP.)  I should  like,  therefore,  to  put  on 
record  the  following  observations,  which  may  help  to  advance  a little  our 
knowledge  of  the  diet  of  both  species. 

During  visits  with  my  family  to  areas  of  the  88-km  sandy  beach  between 
Cocoa  Beach  and  Datona,  Florida,  USA,  in  December  1983  and  January 
1984,  not  only  were  large  numbers  of  Laughing  Larus  atricilla  and  Ring- 
billed Gulls  L.  delawarensis  there  to  scavenge  food  from  visitors,  but  also, 
rather  surprisingly,  flocks  of  Sanderlings  with  Turnstones.  These  mixed 
flocks  of  waders,  sometimes  40  or  more,  with  Turnstones  about  three  to  two 
in  preponderance,  adopted  a feeding  strategy  enabling  them  to  avoid  too 
much  aggression  from  the  gulls:  they  would  advance  towards  us  to  within 
3-4 m,  the  Turnstones  always  taking  the  lead  and  quickly  eating  larger 
pieces  of  bread.  The  Sanderlings,  however,  obtained  a fair  share  of  the  food 
that  we  distributed,  but  ate  smaller  pieces.  If  they  needed  to  break  open 
large  pieces,  they  flew  to  the  tideline  to  soften  them  before  swallowing.  On 
every  occasion  that  they  did  so,  individual  Sanderlings  were  attacked  by  a 
number  of  gulls,  which  pursued  the  wader  in  zigzag  flight  up  and  down  the 
beach  or  even  well  out  to  sea  for  up  to  seven  or  eight  minutes,  but  never 
succeeded  in  inducing  the  Sanderling  to  release  the  food  (I  think  that  the 
gulls  often  gave  up  through  exhaustion).  The  Turnstones  never  resorted  to 
the  same  behaviour,  but  always  stayed  near  us  or  other  visitors. 

YV  e sometimes  visited  remote  areas  of  the  vast  beach  and  dunes  while  no 
other  human  beings  were  present.  It  was  not  long  before  mixed  flocks  .of 
Sanderlings  and  Turnstones  approached  us  for  food.  We  often  came  across 
Semipalmated  Plovers  Charadrius  semipalmatus , Grey  Plovers  Pluvialis 
squatarola  and  Willets  Catoptrophorus  semipalmatus , but  these  species  fed  more 
or  less  near  the  water’s  edge  and  did  not  come  for  food  items.  It  is 
interesting  that  both  Sanderlings  and  Turnstones  frequently  called  when 
feeding:  the  former  gave  persistent,  rather  quiet,  but  excited  ‘twitterings’, 
while  the  Turnstones  uttered  rather  hard  and  loud  guttural  noises. 

I suggest  that  this  feeding  behaviour  is  comparatively  new  for  Sander- 
lings, and  that  they  have  learned  it  by  watching  feeding  Turnstones,  with 
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which  they  often  associate  closely  in  winter.  It  would,  therefore,  be  of  some 
interest  it  the  views  of  others  could  be  obtained,  although,  as  with  so  many 
common  practices  among  birds,  old  habits  are  almost  wholly  neglected  by 
ornithologists.  The  late  Bernard  King 

Strategy  of  inland  feeding  Turnstones  On  28th  August  1983,  at 
Carnaquidden  Farm,  Gulval,  Penzance,  Cornwall,  16  km  and  6 km  from 
the  Atlantic  and  English  Channel  coasts  respectively,  we  were  rather 
surprised  to  find  two  1 urnstones  Arenana  interpres  feeding  on  elevated  land 
at  122  m.  I hey  wrere  foraging  among  soiled  straw'  near  farm  buildings  in 
typical  1 urnstone  manner.  Small  earthworms  and  many  grounded  tw'o- 
winged  insects  were  taken  avidly,  but  the  main  food  items  were  yellow  dung 
flies  Scatophaga  stercorana , which  were  present  in  great  numbers  on  the  straw 
and  seepage.  Apparently  the  yellow  dung  fly  has  not  been  recorded  in  the 
diet  of  I urnstone.  Robert  E.  Gill  Jr  recently  emphasised  that  the  Turnstone 
has  one  of  the  most  varied  diets  of  any  wader  (Brit.  Birds  79:  402). 

Joan  Hampden  Smith  and  the  late  Bernard  King 
Carnaquidden  P'arm,  Gulval , Penzance , Cornwall 


Possibly  melanistic  Kittiwake  in  Cornwall  On  8th  May  1985,  at  St  Ives 
Bay,  Cornw'all,  I saw' a distinctly  odd-looking  gull.  It  v/as  about  the  size  of  a 
Kittivcake  Rissa  tridactyla , but  appeared  practically  all  black,  except  for  a 
uniform  grey  patch  in  the  centre  of  each  wing  and  a dirtv-white  tail.  When 
first  seen,  it  w'as  wdth  Black-headed  Larus  ridibundus,  Herring  L.  argentatus 
and  Great  Black-backed  Gulls  L.  marinus  and  Kittiwakes,  and  was  either 
stooping  to  the  surface  or  resting  on  the  sea  taking  edible  items.  A little 
later,  it  left  its  companions  and  alighted  on  rocks  just  below'  my  vantage 
point.  After  a w'hile,  Peter  Harrison  v/as  informed  and  he  came  to  see  it;  he 
agreed  that  it  w'as  an  extraordinary-looking  bird  the  like  of  which  was  new 
to  him,  but  after  careful  scrutiny  from  onlv  a few  metres  he  considered  that 
it  must  be  a Kittiwake  w'ith  melanistic  features.  We  felt  sure  that  the  bird 
w'as  not  contaminated  by  oil  or  any  other  material.  The  follow  ing  descrip- 
tion v.'as  taken: 

Forehead  and  crown  whitish  to  sootv-black;  spicuous  in  flight.  Underwing  blackish;  rest 
nape  and  mantle  black;  whole  of  tail  dull  of  underparts  all  deep  sootv  -black.  Eye-ring 
dirty-white.  Upperwing  black,  except  for  red,  iris  dark  brown.  Bill  bright  yellow, 
grey  patch  in  centre  of  each  wing  and  a white  rather  thick  and  slightly  curved.  Legs  and 
mirror  on  the  outermost  primary,  deep  black  webs  dull  black.  Occasionally  made  un- 
on  primary  tips:  thus  making  bird  very  con-  familiar  ‘creek-creek'  noises. 

Melanism  has  been  recorded  for  Lesser  Black-backed  L.juscus.  Herring 
and  Black-headed  Gulls  (Brit.  Birds  55:  224-225),  and  Dr  j.  M.  Harrison 
and  Dr  J.  G.  Harrison  described  a remarkable  Black-headed  Gull  showing 
both  albinism  and  melanism  (Brit.  Birds  55:  435-436,  plate  71).  Details  of 
the  St  Ives  Kittiwake  were  forwarded  to  Peter  Grant,  who  commented  (in 
litt .)  that  he  vcas  ‘unaware  of  any  proven  case  of  melanism  in  gulls,  and  that 
in  claims  of  melanistic  birds  (especially  gulls)  in-the-hand  examination  is 
essential  so  that  the  feathers  can  be  treated  with  solvents  to  prove  that  the 
feathers  are  pigmented,  and  not  just  discoloured.’  This  rather  throws  into 
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question  some  past  claims  of  melanism  in  birds,  and  I therefore  suggest  that 
the  phenomenon  be  reviewed  by  British  Birds.  The  late  Bernard  King 


102.  Possibly  melanistic  Kittiwake  Rissa  tridactyla,  Cornwall,  spring  1985  (via  J.  B.  Bottomley) 


What  was  undoubtedly  this  same  individual  was  seen  in  early  spring  1985,  also  at  St  Ives,  by 
people  who  were  not  birdwatchers,  one  of  whom  obtained  a photograph  of  it  (plate  102).  Eds 


Migrating  Swallows  feeding  juveniles  in  flight  In  late  afternoon  and 
evening  on  5th  September  1984,  a hot  and  sultry  day  with  a light  northeast 
breeze,  I came  across  a migration  party  of  35  Swallows  Hirundo  rustica  and 
about  15  House  Martins  Delichon  urbica  at  Cot  Valley,  St  Just,  Cornwall. 
After  a short  while,  I noticed  two  Swallows  momentarily  come  together  at 
the  peak  of  an  upward  flight,  apparently  touch  bills,  and  then  quickly  break 
away.  Consequently,  I watched  the  hirundines  for  two  hours  until  they  all 
left  the  area.  On  40  or  more  occasions,  I found  that  this  behaviour  involved 
adult  Swallows  feeding  juveniles  on  the  wing.  So  far  as  I could  ascertain,  the 
actions  were  always  the  same:  two  birds  met  on  an  upward  flight  path,  and 
an  adult  then  fed  a juvenile.  It  was,  of  course,  impossible  to  know  if  adults 
were  feeding  their  own  young,  but  it  seems  a likely  assumption  that  this  was 
so.  The  martins  made  no  attempt  to  behave  similarly.  It  is  well  known  for 
adult  Swallows  to  feed  resting  juveniles  in  autumn,  but  I have  been  unable 
to  find  any  records  of  hirundines  on  autumn  passage  feeding  juveniles  in 
flight.  When  I returned  to  Cot  Valley  the  next  day,  I saw  only  two  or  three 
Swallows.  The  late  Bernard  King 

Water  Pipit  feeding  in  close  association  with  man  On  6th  March  1986, 
at  Lamorna  Cove,  Cornwall,  two  men  repairing  the  headland  bordering  a 
small  metalled  road  were  removing  rock,  grass  and  other  plant  material, 
thus  exposing  a bank  of  bare  rock  and  earth.  They  informed  me  that  for 
most  of  the  day  a very  active  small  brownish  bird  had  been  around  their  feet 
or  flitting  up  to  the  bank  where  they  were  working;  it  was  very  tame  and 
unconcerned  by  the  noise  of  their  pickaxes  and  shovels.  I soon  found  the 
bird,  a Water  Pipit  Anthns  spinoletta.  It  allowed  me  to  approach  to  within  1 m 
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and  I noticed  it  obtaining  small  earthworms  and  other  items  from  the  clifl 
wall  and  the  road.  This  was  the  tamest  Water  Pipit  that  I had  ever 
encountered,  and  I can  find  no  mention  in  the  literature  of  this  species 
associating  so  closely  with  man.  The  late  Bernard  King 

Unusually  tame  Water  Pipit  On  22nd  January  1985,  at  Warsash, 
Hampshire,  a narrow  path  separating  the  River  Hamble  from  a tidally 
flooded  field  was  being  repaired  by  a man  operating  a small  earth- 
excavator.  As  I approached,  1 noticed  a small  brownish  bird  moving  about 
among  the  mounds  of  earth.  I soon  realised  that  it  was  a Water  Pipit  Anthus 
spinoletta.  For  15  minutes,  1 watched  this  surprisingly  tame  individual  as  it 
fed  on  small  items  among  the  spoil,  and  I was  able  to  get  to  within  1.5-2m  of 
the  pipit  without  its  showing  any  fear  or  anxiety.  Ten  Rock  Pipits  A.  petrosus 
along  the  same  400-m  stretch  of  path  shov  ed  no  apparent  interest  in  the 
fortification  activities  or  the  potential  feeding  opportunities  they  offered, 
nor  did  they  ever  allow  an  approach  closer  than  about  6m. 

David  A.  Christie 
4 Steventon  Road , Harefietd,  Southampton  S025HA 


Barred  leucistic  Blackbirds  On  2nd  June  1984,  in  Cot  Valley,  St  Just, 
Cornwall,  we  found,  in  a secluded  garden,  two  juvenile  leucistic  Blackbirds 
Tardus  merula.  Although  it  is  fairly  common  to  see  Blackbirds  with  albinistic 
characteristics,  these  were  unlike  any  Blackbirds  that  we  had  previously 
encountered.  Sometimes,  they  were  joined  by  their  normally  plumaged 
parents.  Although  one  juvenile  was  paler  than  the  other,  both  were  very 
pale  cinnamon-grey  to  pale  cinnamon-buff  throughout.  Indeed,  their 
colour  reminded  us  of  that  of  Collared  Doves  Streptopelia  decaocto.  Equally 
striking,  their  lack  of  normal  pigmentation  resulted  in  their  growth  bars  or 
fault  bars  on  mantle,  wings  and  tail  being  blatantly  conspicuous  (see  plate 
103  and  fig.  1).  As  described  by  Lars  Svensson  (1975),  Identification  Guide  to 
European  Passerines ),  ‘the  distance  between  the  bars  and  the  width  of  each 
bar  vary  depending  on,  among  other  things,  the  growth  rate  of  the  feather 


103.  Juvenile  Blackbird  Tiintus  merula,  Corn- 
wall. June  1984  {Vivian  Stratton) 


Fig.  1.  Juvenile  Blackbird  Turdus  merula 
showing  lack  of  pigment  and  prominent  fault 
bars  on  wings  and  tail  (Drawn  by  Robin 
Prvtherch from  photographs  by  Vivian  Stratton ) 
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and  varying  metabolic  conditions’.  The  staple  diet  of  these  individuals,  and 
their  parents,  seemed  to  be  food  provided  on  a bird-table.  They  were  seen 
well  irregularly  into  late  September/early  November  in  the  valley  and  its 
vicinity.  As  Robin  Prytherch  has  reminded  us  (iff  litt.),  ‘your  Blackbirds 
would  keep  these  flight  feathers  until  late  summer  (i.e.  one  year),  when  it 
would  have  been  interesting  to  see  what  degree  of  melanin  the  new  feathers 
contained.  The  body  feathers  are  moulted  in  the  first  autumn  so,  from  your 
winter  observations,  it  would  seem  the  fault  was  persistent.’ 

The  late  Bernard  King  and  Vivian  Stratton 

11  Corva  Close,  St  Ives,  Cornwall 

Carrion  Crow  hiding  food  when  attacked,  and  later  recovering  it 

Much  has  been  written  in  British  Birds  during  the  last  40  years  on  hiding  and 
recovery  of  food  by  members  of  the  crow  family  (Corvidae),  and  over  30 
years  ago  Derek  Goodwin,  in  a note  on  Jays  Garrulus  glandarius  and  Carrion 
Crows  Corvus  corone  recovering  hidden  food  (Brit.  Birds  48:  181-183),  wrote: 
‘The  storing  and  recovery  of  food  by  birds  is  of  great  interest,  and  certainly 
no  instance  of  recovery  should  be  thought  unworthy  of  record.’ 

On  3 1 st  J uly  1 975,  as  I walked  across  Marazion  marsh,  Cornwall,  I came 
across  a large  and  very  hard  piece  of  crusty  bread.  I threw  this  into  the 
nearby  river,  which  carried  it  slowly  towards  the  beach.  In  a matter  of 
moments,  a Carrion  Crow  appeared  and  tried  three  times  to  snatch  the  food 
while  in  flight;  it  finally  secured  the  crust  by  wading  up  to  its  underparts, 
and  then  returned  to  the  bank.  It  had  eaten  at  least  half  of  the  bread  when 
two  Herring  Gulls  Larus  argentatus  arrived  and  endeavoured  to  snatch  the 
rest.  The  crow  took  flight  and  carried  the  material  to  a very  large  pile  of 
fresh  seaweed  along  the  tideline,  where  it  proceeded  to  hide  it:  with  forceful 
head-butting  and  bill  movements,  it  soon  opened  a gap  in  the  seaweed, 
placed  the  bread  in,  and  quickly  covered  it  over  by  side-to-side  head 
movements.  1 1 immediately  flew  about  1 80  m and  landed  in  a field,  where  it 
joined  other  Carrion  Crows  and  Rooks  C.jrugilegus.  I kept  a careful  watch 
on  this  particular  crow,  and  saw  it  return  after  some  30  minutes  to  the  beach 
and  unhesitatingly  find  the  spot  where  it  had  buried  the  bread;  with  a few 
bill  movements,  it  soon  uncovered  the  food  and  swallowed  it. 

The  late  Bernard  King 
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‘The  Famous  Grouse’  Christmas  whisky  puzzle: 
the  solution 

Following  a meeting  at  Blunham,  some  of  our  rare  men 
headed  east  for  a spot  of  birding  on  a Norfolk  heath. 
One  of  them,  in  the  light  of  an  earlier  discussion  while 
watching  Linnets  feeding  in  Tim  Sharrock’s  Garden,  was 
struck  by  the  amazing  series  of  coincidences  in  this  upper 
scene,  only  to  be  told  that,  in  one  respect  at  least,  he  was 
showing  his  age. 


Sponsored  by 
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1.  What  were  the  coincidences?  2.  What  was  his  mistake?  3.  Why  did  a passing 
ornithologically  erudite  policeman  call  on  HU  s Managing  Editor  and  ask  him  to  help  the 
police  with  their  enquiries?  4.  Why  did  another  member  of  the  group  think  the  subsequent 
(lower)  scene  nearby  even  more  against  the  odds?  5.  What  was  his  odd-bird-out?  6.  How 
many  similar  species  could  he  have  seen  in  Norfolk  this  year?  7.  What  is  the  minimum 
number  of  out-of-county  day  trips  he  would  have  to  have  made  since  1967  to  complete  the 
list?  8.  What  species  would  have  been  suspect?  9.  Where  would  he  have  celebrated  with  a 
bottle  of  The  Famous  Grouse ? 10.  Why? 

Bryan  Bland  has  supplied  the  following  solution  to  his  puzzle  (above),  which  appeared  in  the 
December  1987  issue  (page  iv). 

I The  specific  term  of  the  scientific  name  of  each  bird  is  indicated  by  its  actions  or  associations.  From 
the  top.  clockwise,  the  free  Pipit  (A  triviaUs : prefix  In  three  and  no  road)  is  literally  at  the  road  junction; 
the  Garden  Warbler  (.S',  borin:  from  bos  ox)  is  from  our  viewpoint  associated  with  oxen;  the  Rooks  (C. 
frugilegus:  /nix  gen.  frugis  fruits  of  the  earth;  lego  collect)  are  busy  crop-picking;  the  Wren  (T.  troglodytes:  Irogle 
hole;  duo  enter)  is  typically  seeking  cover;  the  Greenshank  (T.  nebularia ; nebula  mist)  brings  to  mind  its 
Norwegian  vernacular  name  skodde-fole , mist-foal;  and  the  W hinchat  (.9.  ntbetra:  nihus  bramble-bush), 
despite  the  gorse  all  around  and  in  its  English  name,  is  perching  on  the  only  bramble  stem. 

2.  The  Song  Thrush,  however,  is  no  longer  associated  with  heaths.  Our  hypothetical  rare  man  obviously 
cut  his  ornithological  teeth  on  the  Witherby  Handbook  or  the  Observer's  Hook  of  British  Birds  or  one  of  the  first 
Collins’  field  guides,  such  as  ‘Peterson’  or  ‘Fitter  & Richardson'— the  days  when  T.  philomelos  ( music- 
loving’)  was  known  as  T.  ericetorum  (‘of  the  heaths’:  gen.  plural  of  M.  I.,  meet  urn  heath.  Gr.  ereike  heather) 
thanks  to  Lewin's  false  labelling  of  his  sketch  of  a ‘heath  thrush’  in  I 796  and  the  erroneous  nomenclature 
perpetuated  by  Turton  in  1807. 

3.  The  passing  policeman,  assessing  the  situation  in  an  instant,  correctly  deduced  that  the  earlier 
discussion  in  Tim  Sharrock’s  garden  arose  because  Linnets  (C.  eannahina:  cannabinus  hemp-eating)  were 
feeding  on  the  cannabis.  Knowing  that  MB's  Managing  Editor  makes  regular  visits  to  the  Far  East,  he 
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wrongly  assumed  that  he  had  discovered  the  centre  of  the  Bedfordshire  Drug  Ring.  Little  did  he  know  that 
the  good  doctor  had  been  framed  by  the  deviser  of  this  puzzle. 

4.  All  the  birds  depicted  in  the  lower  scene  have  tautonymic  scientific  names  (as  usual  for  the  typical 
species  of  their  genus),  the  specific  term  being  the  same  as  the  generic  one. 

5.  The  odd-bird-out  is  Cetti’s  Warbler  in  which  the  genus  is  Cettia  and  the  species  cetti.  Close,  but  no 
cigar. 

6.  An  amazing  19  species  in  addition  to  the  13*  depicted:  Manx  Shearwater  P.  puffinus;  Night  Heron  ,V. 
nycticorax ; White  Stork  C.  namin',  \\  hooper  Swan  C.  cygnus;  Greylag  Goose  .4.  miser ; Sheiduck  T.  tadoma*; 
Red  Kite  \l.  milvus;  Buzzard  B.  buteo;  Grey  Partridge  P.  perdix*;  Quail  C.  cotumix;  Spotted  Crake  P.  porzana *; 
Corncrake  C.  crex;  Crane  G.  gnt. v;  Black-winged  Stilt  //.  himantopus ; Lapwing  V.  vanellus*;  Snipe  G.  gallinago; 
Black-tailed  Godwit  L.  lirnnsa *;  Little  Auk  .4.  alle;  Swift  .4.  apus*;  Sand  Martin  R.  riparia*;  Dipper  C.  cinclus ; 
Wren  /'.  troglodytes ; Thrush  Nightingale  L.  luscinia;  Redstart  P.  phoenicunts* ; Wheatear  0.  oenanthe;  Goldcrest 
R.  regulus *;  Golden  Oriole  0.  oriolus ; Magpie  P pica*;  Serin  S.  sennits;  Goldfinch  C.  carduelis*;  Bullfinch  P. 
pyrrhula*;  and  Hawfinch  C.  coccothraustes* . 

7.  Only  one.  Assuming  that  he  saw  a Little  Bustard  T.  tetrax  in  Norfolk  in  1968  (although  it  was  then 
officially  Otis  tetrax)  and  the  Cley  Rock  Sparrow  P.  petronia  in  1981  (still  the  only  British  record),  he  would 
need  only  three  species  to  complete  the  British  list  of  tautonyms:  Harlequin  Duck  //.  histrionicus , ( Tough  P. 
pyrrhocorax;  and  Red  Grouse  L.  lagopus.  All  these  he  could  have  seen  within  a few  hours  yesterday  (as  I . 
write).  He  would  have  flown  there  and  back  to  avoid  the  long  drive. 

8.  Eagle  Owl  R.  bubo.  All  British  sightings  for  over  a hundred  years  are  regarded  as  relating  to  escapes. 

9.  Islay,  where  the  three  oustanding  species  were  to  be  seen  at  the  end  of  October  1987. 

10.  Because,  after  seeing  the  aforementioned  Harlequin  (not  recorded  in  Norfolk  for  40  years)  and 
Chough  (which  probably  nested  on  Norwich  Cathedral  over  600  years  ago,  if  their  appearance  in  the  early 
14th-century  Holkham  Bible  Picture  Book  and  other  East  Anglian  illustrated  manuscripts  can  be  taken  as 
corroborative  evidence),  he  completed  the  set  with  fine  views  of  Red  Grouse,  which,  despite  its 
appearance  on  the  tea-towel  o {Birds  of  the  Xorjolk  Broads , is  the  only  one  of  these  38  species  which  has  never 
been  recorded  in  Norfolk.  Which  is  why  the  Grouse  is  Famous. 

Nobody  solved  the  whole  of  Bryan  Bland’s  puzzle.  The  prizes  of  the  three  bottles  at  The 
Famous  Grouse  Scotch  whisky  have  been  awarded  to  the  three  entrants  who  got  closest  to 
complete  solution:  Ray  Hobbs  of  24  Cromwell  Road,  Lancaster;  Neil  Pinder  of  33  Park 
Avenue  East,  Keyworth,  Nottinghamshire;  and  G.  Glombek  of  22  Fawconer  Road, 
Kingsclere,  Newbury,  Berkshire. 

Winners  of  free  subscriptions  From  the  large  number  of  replies  to  our  ‘Readership 
survey’  (Brit.  Birds  80  (October):  xiv),  which  are  currently  being  analysed,  three  were 
drawn  at  random.  The  winners  of  the  free  one-year  subscriptions  to  British  Birds  are 
George  B.  Brown,  Farm  View,  Baker’s  Lane,  Black  Notley,  Braintree,  Essex  CM7  «i.g; 
Simon  Clayton,  15  Melcombe  Road,  Benfleet,  Essex  SS7  5NB;  and  Laurens  Steyn,  De 
Maroc  1,  2291  J W Wateringen,  The  Netherlands. 

Internationa]  Neotropical  Bird  Society  During  the  3rd  Neotropical  Ornithology  Congress, 
held  in  Cali,  Colombia,  from  30th  November  to  4th  December  1987,  the  participants  made  a 
formal  step  towards  establishing  an  ‘International  Neotropical  Bird  Society’,  with  its  own 
scientific  journal,  Omitologia  Neotropical.  The  first  issue  is  planned  for  the  end  of  1989.  Papers 
are  welcomed  in  Spanish,  English  or  Portuguese.  The  membership  fee  will  include  the 
subscription  to  the  journal.  The  following  editors  have  been  appointed:  Humberto  Alvarez- 
Lopez  (Colombia),  David  C.  Oren  (Brazil),  Mario  Ramos  (Mexico),  F.  Gary  Stiles  (Costa 
Rica),  Raymond  Mcneil  (Canada),  Franqois  Vuilleumier  (USA),  Alexander  Cruz  (USA),  and 
Karl-L.  Schuchmann  (Federal  Republic  of  Germany).  All  persons  interested  in  Neotropical 
ornithology  are  welcome  to  join  the  society.  For  further  information  please  contact  Karl-L. 
Schuchmann,  Dept  of  Ornithology,  Zool.  Research  Institute  and  Museum  A.  Koenig, 
Adenauerallee  150-164,  D-5300  Bonn  1,  FRG.  Non-European  residents  may  contact  Mario 
Ramos,  INIRF.B,  Apartado  Postal  219,  San  Cristobal  de  las  Casas,  Chiapas,  29299  Mexico. 

Raptor  Research  Meeting  The  Raptor  Research  Foundation  is  holding  its  annual  meeting 
during  26th-29th  October  1988,  in  St  Paul,  Minnesota,  U S A . It  will  be  preceded,  during 
24th-25th,  by  a special  international  symposium  on  medicine,  surgery,  and  diagnostic 
procedures  relating  to  wild  and  captive  birds  of  prey,  complementary  to  one  held  at  Oxford 
University  in  1980.  For  further  details,  please  write  to  Dr  Patrick  T.  Redig,  Raptor  Research 
and  Rehabilitation  Program,  College  of  Veterinary  Medicine,  University  of  Minnesota,  St 
Paul,  MN  55108,  USA. 
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Birdwatcher  s Guides  A new  series  of  books,  masterminded  In  David  Fisher,  Chris 
Harbard,  Bernard  Mercer  and  Richard  Porter,  aims  to  provide  information  needed  by  the 
travelling  birdwatcher — what  can  be  seen,  and  exactly  where  to  see  it.  The  first  in  the  series 
covers  Nepal  and  is  written  by  Carol  Inskipp.  Others  will  follow  in  due  course  on  Morocco, 
India,  (he  Netherlands,  and  other  prime  birdwatching  countries.  All.  as  they  become 
available,  will  be  obtainable  through  British  BirdShop. 

Birdwatching  with  Bill  Oddie  I bis  new  book  provides  ‘a  practical  guide  to  better 
birding  . I he  advice  is  sound,  being  based  on  Bill  Oddie’s  years  of  experience  as  an  ordinan 
birdwatcher,  but  is  written  with  all  the  enthusiasm  and  humour  that  we  have  come  to  expect 
of  him.  Orders  through  British  BirdShop  (pages  xvii  & xviii)  will  help  British  Birds. 

Exclusive  British  Birds  ties  I ies  bearing  BB  s Red  Grouse  emblem  can  be  ordered 
through  British  Birdshop.  I hey  will  be  available  in  four  colours  (dark  blue,  brow  n,  green  and 
maroon),  and  each  bears  a single  Red  Grouse  emblem  in  white.  Place  vour  orders  now,  using 
the  order  form  on  pages  xvii  & xviii.  We  shall  be  obtaining  a limited  number,  depending 
upon  demand,  so  please  order  quickly  to  ensure  that  you  get  yours. 

‘BWP’  Special  Offer  We  have  just  learnt  from  Oxford  University  Press  that  the  price  of  all 
volumes  is  now  £75  each.  I he  exclusive  offer  to  ‘BB’  subscribers  is  now  even  even  better 
value. 

New  books  in  British  BirdShop  The  following  books  are  added  this  month: 

( iensbul  Birds  oj  Prey  of  Britain  and  Europe , Sorth  Africa  and  the  Middle  East 
Holden,  Sharrock  & Burn  Che  RSPB  Book  of  British  Buds  Revised  edition 
Oddie  Birdwatching  with  Bill  Oddie 
lulloch  Bobby  Bulloch's  Shetland 

Special  reduced  offers  are  still  available  for  (1)  BWP,  (2)  The  Buds  of  Africa,  (3)  Crows 
of  the  World , and  (4)  The  Frontiers  of  Bird  Identification. 

These  can  be  obtained  POS  T FREE  through  British  BirdShop.  Please  use  the  order 
forms  on  pages  xvii  and  xviii. 


Colour-ringed  Dotterels  In  1987.  over  300  breeding  Dotterels  Charadrius  morineltus  and  their 
chicks  were  ringed  in  Scotland.  This  represents  a large  proportion  of  the  breeding 
population  and  doubles  the  previous  number  ever  ringed  in  Britain.  The  majority  were  also 
individually  colour-marked,  using  up  to  four  colour-rings  (including  above  the  knee).  This 
offers  a unique  opportunity  to  study  the  migration  of  the  Scottish  population  through  Britain 
(and  farther  afield).  Would  anyone  seeing  Dotterels  this  spring  (and  in  future  migration 
seasons)  please  note: 

(a)  site,  date  and  number  of  individuals; 

(b)  how  many  were  checked  for  rings; 

(c)  the  colours  of  anv  rings  seen,  which  leg  they  were  on  and  whether  they  were  above  or  below  the 


All  reports  will  be  acknowledged.  Please  send  details  to  Rik  Smith.  36  Dubford  Crescent. 
Bridge  of  Don,  Aberdeen  \B2  8FT. 

(It  is  only  in  exceptional  circumstances  that  we  publish  individual  requests  of  this  nature,  since  there 
are  hundreds  of  colour-marking  schemes  in  operation  (see  Brit.  Birds  80:  23).  In  this  instance,  however,  the 
special  appeal  of  this  attractive,  scarce  species  and  its  habit  of  appearing  in  (locks,  often  on  traditional 
passage-sites,  make  it  likelv  that  British  Birds  readers  ran  make  a real  contribution  to  this  study.  Fits] 
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Requests 

Records  from  North  Rona  and  Sula  Sgeir  For  inclusion  in  a checklist  currently  being 
compiled  by  the  NCC,  any  unpublished  records  of  migrants  or  breeding  birds  are  requested. 
These  should  be  sent  to  Stuart  Benn,  Nature  Conservancy  Council,  17  Rubislaw  Terrace, 
Aberdeen  abi  ixe.  „ 

Bad  photographs  In  ‘Mystery  photographs’  we  like  to  include  good  photographs  of  difficult 
species.  For  our  competitions  at  conferences,  however,  and  for  use  in  our  ‘Monthly 
marathon'  competition,  we  need  prints  of  those  photographs  which  photographers  might 
otherwise  throw'  away — the  bird  that  turned  its  head  just  as  the  shutter  opened,  or  that  out- 
of-focus  ‘just  like  a misty  day’  fuzzy  picture.  Anything  which  you  can  spare  w'ili  be  helpful  for 
our  use.  Please  send  your  ‘duds’  to  DrJ.  T.  R.  Sharrock,  British  Birds,  Fountains,  Park  Fane, 
Blunham,  Bedford  MK44  3NJ. 
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Highlight  the  Wild:  the  art  of  the  Reid  Henrys.  By  Bruce  Henry. 

Palaquin  Publishing,  Hartley  Wintney,  1986.  103  pages;  40  colour 
plates;  66  black-and-white  plates.  £20.00. 

I his  unusual  book  by  Bruce  Henry'  can  be  recommended  for  its  richness  of  illustration 
and  the  interest  of  its  story'  of  a family  of  wildlife  artists.  The  senior  member,  the  author’s 
father,  G.  M.  Henry,  is  best  known  for  A Guide  to  the  Birds  of  Ceylon  (1955).  This  seminal 
work,  based  on  observations  made  during  35  years  on  the  staff  of  the  Colombo  Museum, 
was  admirably  and  fully  illustrated  in  colour,  monochrome  and  line.  The  background  to 
this,  his  magnum  opus,  is  fully  described.  The  talent  of  the  father  was  passed  on  to  his 
sons,  Bruce  and  David,  through  genes  and  inspired  teaching. 

David  Reid  Henry,  who  died  in  1977  aged  only  58,  was  probably  the  best-known  and 
finest  draughtsman  of  the  three,  and  there  are  many  splendid  examples  of  a wide  range  of 
his  work,  although  none  of  his  extraordinarily  fine  line-drawings.  An  excellent  collection 
of  these  can  be  found  in  Greenw'ay’s  Extinct  and  Vanishing  Birds  of  the  World  ( 1958). 

George  Henry  stressed  the  importance  of  field  observations  and  sketching  from  life  and 
the  many  examples  by  all  three  are  a particularly  attractive  feature  of  Highlight  the  Wild. 
George  was  a fine  illustrator,  and  studies  of  plants,  spiders  and  iridescent  beetles  show 
something  of  his  wide  interest  in  all  living  things.  David  was  principally  a bird  painter, 
with  a remarkable  ability  to  paint  meticulous  plumage  details  without  losing  the  general 
character  and  form  of  the  bird.  Many  young  bird  artists  could  study  his  approach  to 
feather  texture  with  advantage,  eschewing  the  slick  detail  of  lesser,  but  more  fashionable 
artists.  He  was  also  one  of  the  best  bird-feet  artists  in  the  business. 

Bruce  Henry  ’s  work  shows  more  interest  in  the  landscapes  in  which  wildlife  is  placed, 
in  scale  (or  even  left  out  altogether).  He  skilfully  adds  pastel  to  the  range  of  media  used 
by  the  trio. 

In  two  of  the  six  chapters,  ‘The  artists  at  work’  and  ‘The  making  of  a picture’,  Bruce 
gives  us  invaluable  insight  into  how  they  went  about  the  business  of  picture  making, 
sometimes  in  great  and  helpful  detail.  The  last  chapter,  ‘The  art  of  the  Reid  Henrys’,  is 
written  by  Donald  Watson,  who  assesses  their  work  with  sympathy  and  the  understand- 
ing of  a fellow  practitioner.  Considering  the  wealth  of  illustrations,  including  40  full-page 
colour  plates,  this  book  is  very'  good  value.  Robert  G Il.I.MOR 
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A Field  Guide  to  Photographing  Birds  in  Britain  and  Western 
Furope.  By  Mike  Hill  and  Gordon  Langsbury.  Collins,  London,  1987. 
256  pages;  100  colour  plates;  15  black-and-white  plates;  3 maps.  £12.95. 

One  of  the  most  infuriating  things  about  reviewing  this  book  was  finding  that  am  nice, 
juicy  points  that  could  be  commented  upon  unfavourably  were  usually  answered  most 
adequately  farther  on. 

In  lacl,  I have  to  admit  that  at  first  I did  not  take  the  book  seriouslv,  but  perhaps  I was 
distracted  by  the  (unny  pictures  (if  men  doing  improbable  things  in  hides.  At  some  stage, 
every  bird  photographer  gets  the  idea  that  some  unbelievably  elaborate  hide  w ill  produce 
the  goods,  but,  believe  me.  the  ‘l.aw  ol  diminishing  returns'  applies,  so  keep  hides  simple! 

( )idv  hall  ol  the  book  is  devoted  to  the  art  and  practice  of  photographing  birds,  and.  all 
in  all,  it  is  a pretty  competent  eflort.  It  is  very  well  produced,  interesting  and  lucidlv 
written,  while  managing  to  cover  most  subjects  adequately.  I do  not  use  the  word 
‘adequately’  in  a derogatory  sense,  but  only  to  indicate  that,  in  the  137  pages  devoted  to 
techniques,  it  would  be  impossible  to  deal  with  even,  subject  in  depth.  This  book  is 
particularly  suited  to  the  person  starting  to  photograph  birds  seriously,  who  requires 
simple  guidance  on  the  right  equipment  to  buy  and  how  to  use  it. 

I hroughoul  the  text,  it  is  obvious  that  the  authors  are  primarilv  photographers  who 
use  long  lenses,  with  or  without  a hide.  Consequently,  some  areas  are  not  well  covered, 
and  this  is  more  obvious  from  the  photographs  than  from  the  text.  The  worst  example  is 
the  chapter  entitled  ‘ I he  use  ol  the  flash';  the  text  solemnly  relates  the  pitfalls  to  avoid, 
w hile  some  ol  the  supposedly  glowing  examples  then  fall  straight  in.  ( )n  page  92  there  is  a 
typical  picture  of  a Sparrowhawk  Arcipiler  nisu s supposed!)  illustrating  the  ‘Synchro- 
sunlight technique",  but  with  the  darkest  sunlit  background  I have  ever  seen,  while,  on 
the  facing  page,  a Little  Owl  Athene  noctua  casts  the  heaviest  shadow  imaginable. 

In  the  same  chapter,  several  pages  are  devoted  to  ‘Open  flash'  and  'Photographs  of 
small  birds  in  flight",  but  no  results  from  these  methods  are  shown.  I feel  that  the  authors 
should  have  included  pictures  taken  by  other  photographers  to  illustrate  these  points.  I 
also  have  to  comment  that  all  the  flash  pictures  bar  one  have  been  taken  on  a Nikon  13 
with  dedicated  flash  and,  although  typical  of  the  current  state  of  the  art.  the)  do  not 
illustrate  the  points  raised  in  the  text. 

Ihe  second  half  of  the  book  is  a gazetteer  of  where  to  go  in  Kurope  to  photograph  birds. 
Unfortunately,  British  Birds  has  not  asked  me  to  visit  every  site  to  check  on  the  validity  of 
the  information,  but,  of  the  places  that  I know,  such  as  Scotland,  Shetland,  the  Pyrenees, 
Yaranger  fjord,  Lapland  and  Sweden,  the  information  is  correct,  and  this  will  hopefullv 
stimulate  others  to  visit  all  these  wonderful  wild  places. 

Perhaps  I might  be  accused  of  being  old-fashioned,  but  I would  have  liked  the  authors 
to  have  shown  some  examples  of  the  superb  black-and-white  pictures  for  which  Britons 
are  justly  famed.  As  it  is.  all  the  illustrations  of  monochrome  work  are  taken  from  colour 
slides,  or  merely  depicted  as  contact-print-sized  shots  in  the  ‘Basic  techniques'  section. 

Despite  these  criticisms,  this  is  an  excellent  book,  well  written  and  informative,  lull  of 
hard-won  advice,  with  many  superb  photographs,  and  is  a volume  which  1 would  have 
been  happy  tofind  in  my  Christmas  stocking.  Don  SMITH 


British  Bird  Songs  and  Calls.  Compiled  and  edited  by  Ron  Kettle.  The 

British  Library'  National  Sound  Archive.  London.  1987.  Two  cassettes. 
£13.99. 

Almost  ever\  birdwatcher  wants  to  have  a set  of  bird-song  and  bird-call  recordings,  for 
reference  purposes.  The  comprehensive  .3  Field  Guide  to  the  Bird  Songs  of  Britain  and  Europe  b\ 
Sture  Palmer  and  JefTerv  Boswall,  which  consists  of  15  discs  or  16  cassettes,  now  costs 
around  £100  (usual  price  £105,  but  £95  to  British  Birds  readers  through  British  BirdShop). 
This  is  widely  owned,  but  is  either  more  complete  or  more  expensive  than  some  people 
require  or  wish  to  spend. 

British  Bird  Songs  and  Calls  covers,  in  just  two  cassettes,  'over  100  of  the  species  most  likely  to 
be  heard  in  Britain  today.'  It  is  beautifully  presented,  in  a solid,  card  container,  and  with  a 
28-page  cassette-sized  booklet. 
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The  species  are  arranged  in  approximate  Voous  sequence  (families  according  to  Voous, 
but  some  flexibility  among  the  species).  Thus,  it  will  be  easy  for  most  birdwatchers  to  find 
the  bird  that  they  want,  and  closely  related  species  are  close  together  on  the  tapes.  1'he 
running  time  (1  hour  47  minutes)  allows  an  average  of  jusUover  one  minute  per  species. 
Except  in  a very  few  instances,  each  species  (which  is  announced  clearly  with  its  English 
name)  is  represented  by  its  song  or  songs  and  call  or  calls.  The  accompanying  leaflet  gives 
from  two  to  half  a dozen  or  more  lines  of  useful  comment,  often  naming  some  (though  not 
all)  of  the  species  which  can  be  heard  in  the  background,  together  with  the  county,  month 
and  year  of  the  recording,  and  the  name  of  the  recordist.  Almost  all  the  recordings  were 
made  in  Britain.  The  notes  are  often  useful  for  identification  (e.g.  Blackcap  ‘Song,  with 
cleanly  articulated  clear  flute-like  notes  in  all  too  short  a tune  of  exquisite  beauty  . . . Alarm 
call — hard  “ taks Garden  Warbler  ‘The  rich,  bubbling,  breathless  song  (longer  than 
Blackcap’s  normal  song)  . . . Alarm  calls,  similar  to  Blackcap  but  less  hard.’). 

The  quality  of  the  recordings  is  consistently  excellent.  Indeed,  the  only  criticism  that  I can 
make  is  that  in  a few  cases  (e.g.  Willow  Warbler)  the  bird  was  obviously  so  close  to  the 
microphone,  with  its  song  so  loud  and  clear,  that  a slightly  false  impression  is  given  of  the 
volume  of  this  species’  ‘sweet  cadence,  lisping  down  the  scale’,  as  it  is  described  in  the  notes. 
It  comes  to  something,  however,  when  a reviewer’s  only  criticism  is  that  something  is  too 
good. 

What  about  the  choice  of  species?  With  only  1 10  species  included  (there  are  around  250 
species  which  can  reasonably  be  classed  as  common  or  well-known  British  birds,  likely  to  be 
seen  within  a birdwatcher’s  first  couple  of  years),  it  is  bound  to  be  difficult  for  a compiler  to 
choose  what  to  include  and  what  to  omit  (everyone  would  have  their  own  ideas  on  the  ideal 
selection).  When  a set  of  recordings  is  collected  mainly  for  identification  purposes,  however, 
it  does  seem  a pity  that  there  is  no  Marsh  Warbler  to  compare  with  Reed  Warbler;  no 
Eirecrest  to  compare  with  Goldcrest;  and  no  Spotted  Elycatcher  (how  often  does  one  hear 
that  rather  weak,  short  song  from  an  impossible-to-observe  individual  high  within  the  leafy 
canopy).  To  make  room  for  these,  and  others,  I personally  would  have  omitted  Great  Crested 
Grebe,  Grey  Heron  and  Avocet  (surely,  seldom  identified  purely  by  voice).  1 am,  however, 
quibbling  perhaps,  for  this  is  an  excellent  selection,  with  many  first-rate  comparisons.  Above 
all,  the  choice  of  recordings  themselves  is  first  rate;  the  songs  and  calls  are  clear;  and  the 
average  of  one  minute  per  species  is  exactly  right  for  the  purpose  to  which  these  two  tapes 
are  most  likely  to  be  put.  If  you  have  not  already  got  a comprehensive  set  of  bird  recordings,  I 
can  strongly  recommend  these  two  cassettes.  J.  T.  R.  Sharrock 


Shorebirds  in  Australia.  By  Brett  Lane;  colour  illustrations  by  Jeff 
Davies.  Nelson,  Melbourne,  1987.  187  pages;  16  colour  plates;  27  black- 
and-white  plates;  numerous  maps.  AS49.95. 

A massive  amount  of  work  by  700  observers,  organised  through  the  Royal  Australian 
Ornithologists  Union,  has  been  drawn  together  in  this  clearly  laid-out  book.  All  species 
recorded  in  Australia  are  included,  but  the  emphasis  has  been  placed  on  the  distribution  and 
abundance  of  shorebirds  on  the  coast  and  particularly  the  non-breeding  populations.  This  is 
no  mean  task  in  a country  of  7.68  million  square  kilometres. 

Chapters  cover  distribution  by  site,  feeding  behaviour  and  ecology,  migration  and 
movements,  species  accounts,  regional  accounts,  the  future,  and  an  excellent  bibliography. 
The  book  is  an  important  contribution  to  the  rapidly  expanding  knowledge  of  shorebird 
numbers,  distribution  and  movements  in  the  northeast  Asian/Australasian  flyway. 

The  identification  notes  in  the  text  are  brief,  but  helpful;  the  illustrations  are  rather 
variable,  some  good,  but  others  slightly  oversimplified,  such  as  the  female  Red-capped 
Dotterel  Charadrius  ruficapillus.  British  birdwatchers  are,  however,  not  likely  to  use  this  as  a 
field  guide,  since  the  format  is  too  large.  They  will  find  in  it  masses  of  information  on  where 
to  see  the  mouth-watering  species  that  any  trip  needs.  It  tells  where  160.000  Great  Knots 
Calidris  tenuirostris,  30,000  Oriental  Plovers  Charadrius  veredus  or  Eittle  Curlews  Numenius  minutus 
have  occurred.  As  a book  to  browse  through,  and  plan  that  holiday,  it  has  great  value  and 
relevance.  It  is  well  worth  getting  and  reading.  Tony  Pratf.R 
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The  New  Environmental  Age.  By  Max  Nicholson.  Cambridge 
University  Press,  Cambridge,  1987.  232  pages;  63  black-and-white 
plates.  £15.00. 

Max  Nicholson,  who  was  Senior  Editor  of  British  Birds  from  1951  to  1959,  is  an 
ornithologist  of  whom  all  readers  of  British  Birds  can  feel  proud.  He  founded  the  BTO  in 
1933:  as  he  says  in  this  book,  ‘That  was  where  I came  in.’  His  delight  in  birds  has  been 
sublimated  in  a life  of  public  serv  ice,  whose  main  aim  has  been  to  promote  a view  of  life  in 
which  Man  works  with  Nature.  He  is  an  enthusiastic  environmentalist  who  stalks  the 
corridors  of  power.  Anything  he  writes  is  worth  reading. 

In  The  New  Environmental  Age,  he  endeavours  ‘to  further  the  understanding’  of  what 
makes  environmentalism  ‘tick’.  He  does  this  by  discussing  the  origins  and  history  of 
environmental  conservation.  Throughout  his  book,  he  emphasises  both  the  psychological 
origin  of  conservation  and  its  need  for  a scientific  basis:  ‘conservationists  are  among  the 
most  up-to-date  groups  in  our  culture  but  they  may  also  be  among  the  most  atavistic’.  He 
says,  ‘Our  cause  is  great  and  it  has  enlisted  great  people’.  He  pays  tribute  to  the  pioneers 
of  conservation,  to  W.  H.  Hudson,  as  well  as  to  Theodore  Roosevelt.  His  thumbnail 
sketch  of  his  friend  and  mentor.  Sir  Julian  Huxley,  is  particularly  illuminating.  He 
believes  that  the  environmental  movement  has  thrived  on  its  untidy  diversity;  it  needs 
both  ‘polarisers’  and  ‘integrators’. 

Much  of  the  book  consists  of  a diatribe  against  the  environmentally  blind,  the 
intelligent  people  who  not  only  know  nothing  about  the  environmental  problems  of  the 
age  but  ‘don’t  want  to  know’,  people  who  won’t  listen  to  warnings.  He  asks,  ‘What  is  the 
nature  and  cause  of  this  perversity?  How  can  it  be  corrected  or  cured,  short  of  locking  up 
those  afflicted  in  secure  homes  for  the  environmentally  blind?’  He  is  particularly  critical 
of  politicians,  civil  servants,  educationalists,  the  business  world  and  the  Churches.  His 
criticism  of  the  Churches  is  only  partly  valid:  he  seems  to  be  unaware  of  the  long- 
standing and  constructive  debate  on  environmental  issues  within  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  and  in  its  numerous  publications.  All  this  invective  is  great  fun — just  as  one 
begins  to  feel  that  the  writing  of  countless  committee  minutes  has  reduced  the  message 
he  wants  to  put  over,  out  comes  a pithy  aphorism  of  dazzling  aptness.  Max  Nicholson 
sees  the  need  to  integrate  conservation  with  all  human  activities.  He  says  that  he  is  an 
integrator  himself,  but  how  much  his  book  will  help  the  process  is  debatable.  The  danger 
of  condemning  whole  groups  of  people  is  that  you  discourage  the  growing  number  of 
conservationists  within  the  condemned  groups.  That  can  be  unprofitable. 

Max  Nicholson  asks  whether  the  environmental  movement  ‘is  a reality  or  a figment  of 
the  imagination’.  Clearly,  he  believes  that  the  New  Environmental  Age  has  already 
arrived,  although  he  admits  that  much  has  yet  to  be  done.  He  sees  hope  in  the  new 
information-technologies  and,  above  all,  in  the  attitudes  of  young  men  and  women.  His 
hopefulness  and  encouragement  are  timely.  He  ends  his  book  with  1 1 guidelines  for  the 
future;  they  are  the  summation  of  his  experience  and  life’s  work.  N ORM  v N M OORF. 

Nature  Photography  Yearbook  1987-88:  animals,  plants,  land- 
scapes. Edited  by  Fritz  Polking.  Fountain  Press,  Tolworth.  1988.  120 
pages;  92  colour  plates.  £19.95. 

A total  of  92,  mostly  full-page,  colour  photographs,  all  beautifully  reproduced,  is 
included  in  this  state-of-the-art  collection.  It  includes  birds,  mammals,  insects,  other 
animals,  plants,  and  natural  beauty  such  as  rock  formations,  waves,  fallen  leaves  and  the 
Aurora  Borealis.  It  is  an  excellent  mixture  of  portraits  and  action  shots,  and  good 
judgment  on  the  part  of  those  who  selected  the  photographs  is  reflected  in  the  relatively 
few  at-the-nest  shots  all  being  photographed  from  some  distance  away,  so  that  the  habitat 
is  also  well  illustrated.  The  work  of  over  50  photographers  from  19  countries  is 
represented,  but  more  than  half  are  from  four:  the  Federal  Republic  of  Germany  (over 
20%),  the  United  Kingdom,  Finland  and  the  USA.  The  text  (in  eight  languages,  including 
English)  consists  of  extended  captions,  with  full  photographic  details  and  also  a little 
about  each  photographer.  This  book  will  be  purchased  by  those  who  want  a permanent 
record  of  the  work  of  some  of  today’s  best  wildlife  photographers,  and  by  those  who  will 
revel  in  the  marvellous  images  which  they  have  produced.  J.  T.  R.  Sharrock 
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Identification  Guide  to  North  American  Passerines:  a compendium 
of  information  on  identifying,  ageing,  and  sexing  passerines  in  the 
hand.  By  Peter  Pyle,  Steve  N.  G.  Howell,  Robert  P.  Yunick  and 
David  F.  DeSante.  Illustrations  by  Steve  N.G.  Howell.  Slate  Creek 
Press,  Bolinas,  1987.  278  pages;  480  line-drawings.  Paperback  $19.50. 

W hen  the  Identification  Guide  to  European  Passerines  by  Lars  Svensson  was  published,  it  was 
greeted  with  enthusiasm  and  relief.  I say  relief  because  passerine  in-the-hand  identifica- 
tion had  previously  been  piecemeal  and  scattered  through  the  literature.  Now,  belatedly, 
North  America  has  its  own  guide.  The  Identification  Guide  to  North  American  Passerines  was 
inspired  by  Svensson  and  follows  closely  the  European  guide’s  format.  It  sets  out  in-the- 
hand  criteria  for  the  identification,  ageing  and  sexing  of  virtually  all  passerine  species 
which  regularly  breed  in  North  America — 276  species  plus  20  well-defined  subspecies. 
The  species  are  presented  systematically.  A short  family  summary,  giving  number  of 
species  and  family  characteristics  (and  for  difficult  groups  a summary,  table  or  formulae 
of  identification  characters),  is  followed  by  concise  individual  species  accounts  under 
headings:  species,  molt,  skull,  age,  sex,  and  references.  Main  criteria  used  are  the  extent 
and  timing  of  moults,  skidl  ossification,  wing-formulae,  tail  and  outer  primary  shapes, 
measurements,  feather  contrasts  and  wear,  and  plumage  variations.  For  brevity, 
abbreviations  are  extensively  used.  Familiarisation  with  the  very  full  28-page  introduc- 
tion is  essential  for  correct  use  of  the  guide.  Measurement  and  wing-formula  techniques, 
skull  pneumatisation,  moult  and  its  terminology,  feather  structure,  shape  and  wear, 
breeding  characteristics  and  the  format  of  the  guide  are  all  discussed  there.  A glossary 
and  three  blank  pages  for  notes  are  useful  features  at  the  end  of  the  guide. 

The  guide  is  an  excellent  addition  to  the  identification  literature.  But  there  are  some 
disappointing  features:  the  opportunity  to  standardise  with  European  ringing  techniques 
has  been  missed  (e.g.  continued  use  of  the  less  scientifically  rigorous  natural  curvature 
wing  measurement);  the  rather  misleading  term  ‘wing-tip’  is  used  instead  of  the  self- 
explanatory  ‘primary  projection’;  and  figures  have  been  labelled  unsystematically  (e.g. 
‘Hatch  Year'  is  the  left-hand  feather  in  some  figures  but  the  right-hand  one  in  others).  I 
picked  out  a number  of  minor  orthographical  errors  and  some  more  fundamental  ones: 
the  bill  shapes  of  Common  and  Hoary  Redpoll  are  transposed  in  figs.  215  & 216;  in  the 
same  figures,  longest  undertail-covert  patterns  are  assigned  correctly,  but  labelled 
‘uppertaii  covert’;  Northern  and  Loggerhead  Shrikes’  culmen  measurements  are  given 
correctly  in  the  text,  but  reversed  in  fig.  99;  and  Willoughby  ( 1986)  has  been  omitted  from 
the  list  of  references.  Has  a measurement  been  omitted  from  the  I ra ill’s  wing  formula 
entry  in  the  Empidonax  flycatchers  chart?  And  should  it  not  be  made  clear  that  ‘Traill's’  is 
a generic  term  for  two  very  closely  related  flycatchers,  Alder  and  Willow?  Nevertheless, 
the  guide  is  still  valuable,  even  for  this  side  of  the  Atlantic.  The  recent  spate  of  passerine 
vagrants  should  prompt  every  ringer  in  western  Britain  to  own  one,  and  it  would  be  a 
sensible  purchase  for  any  serious  European  ringer.  For  the  field  man,  it  is  no  substitute 
for  the  current  field  guides,  but  is  a most  useful  adjunct  with  some  very  helpful 
identification  summaries.  Nick  RmnnoRD 


The  Slater  Field  Guide  to  Australian  Birds.  By  Peter  Slater,  Pat 
Slater  and  Raoul  Slater.  Rigby,  Dee  Why  West,  1986.  343  pages;  157 
colour  plates.  Paperback  AS29.95. 

Australia  offers  fantastic  birding  for  far-travelling,  adventurous  ‘Poms’,  and  now  there  is 
an  excellent,  comprehensive  field-guide  which  will  fit  literally  into  the  back  pocket  of 
your  jeans  or  shorts.  During  two  years  in  Australia,  I found  Peter  Slater's  pioneering  two- 
volume  A Field  Guide  to  Australian  Birds  had  become  rather  outdated,  and  most  Australian 
birders  were  using  Pizzey’s  .1  Field  Guide  to  the  Birds  of  Australia.  This  new  guide  by  the 
Slater  family  will  compete  for,  and  probably  take  over,  the  top  spot  for  field  usage. 

The  text  and  the  plates  are  on  facing  pages,  a major  advantage  for  any  field-guide.  This 
has  been  achieved,  despite  the  book’s  dimensions  of  11cm  X 21cm,  by  using  a small 
typeface,  and,  even  with  a small  outline  of  Australia  depicting  range  alongside  each  text, 
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the  descriptive  content  is  accurate,  not  loo  brief  and  certain!)  adequate  for  normal 
identifications.  I lie  text  is  less  detailed  than  in  Pizzev  s guide,  but  markedk  belter  than 
in  The  Birds  oj  Australia:  a honk  oj  identification  by  Simpson  & l)av  (Brit.  Birds  7b:  220). 

With  lew  exceptions,  mostly  Australian  rarities  such  as  phalaropes  and  wagtails,  the 
(olom  plates  are  excellent,  accuratel)  depicting  detail  as  well  as  capturing  jizz.  and 
including  sex  and  age  differences,  and  geographical  variations.  On  a few  plates,  yellow, 
orange,  red  and  rufous  have  printed  rather  luridly,  but  colour  representation  is  mnstlv 
vcr\  good.  In  addition  to  the  colour  plates,  there  are  four  double-page  black-and-white 
plates  and  one  single-page  one.  I hose  of  shearwaters  and  petrels  and  of  Sterna  terns  are 
useful,  but  those  depicting  flying  wildfowl,  flying  raptors  and  flying  waders  would  sure!) 
have  been  much  more  use  in  colour. 

I he  thorn)  taxonomic  problems  of  lumping  and  splitting  and  varying  vernacular 
names  are  particularly  prevalent  in  Australia,  and  are  widelv  reflected  in  this  book. 
Listers  and  twitchers  will  be  exasperated:  fortunately,  I seem  to  have  gained  four  species 
and  lost  four.  St  reaked  C • ist icola  Cisticola juneidis  on  one  plate  becomes  Zi t ting  Cist icola  on 
tbe  next,  while  Providence  Petrel  Bterodroma  solandii  in  the  text  and  colour  plate  becomes 
Solander  s Petrel  on  the  black-and-white  plate,  without  cross-reference.  More  surprising 
is  the  inclusion  of  Rusty-tailed  W arbler  Geiygone  ruficauda,  to  w hich  I can  find  no  reference 
as  a species  or  as  a race  in  any  of  my  four  other  Australian  bird  books. 

Perhaps  the  brief  introduction  that  pit-  cedes  the  main  text  should  have  included  bird 
topograph)  diagrams  and  a glossary:  the  former  would  have  explained  ‘bullseves’  on  the 
underwings  ol  raptors  while  the  latter  might  have  thrown  light  on  the  usage  of  the 
colloquialism  ‘thickheads  for  whistlers,  shrike-thrushes  and  their  allies. 

I consider  this  new  field-guide  to  be  the  best  there  is.  and  would  heartilv  recommend 
anyone  to  make  a trip  to  Australia  to  put  it  to  the  test.  Nick  Dvmoxd 


Birds,  Bogs  and  Forestry.  By  D.  A.  Stroud,  T.  M.  Reed,  M.  W. 
Pienkowski  and  R.  A.  Lindsay.  Nature  Conservancy  Council,  Peter- 
borough. 1987.  121  pages;  26  colour  photographs;  25  text  figures;  9 tables. 
£10.00. 

The  battle  for  the  bogs  of  Caithness  and  Sutherland  has  been  wideK  reported,  but  the  launch 
ol  this  report  last  summer  came  like  an  F.xocet  in  the  war  of  words.  Kxplanation  of  the 
political  context  in  which  the  report  appeared  may  thus  help  to  highlight  the  implications  of 
its  contents. 

On  the  one  hand,  national  conservation  bodies  are  united  in  their  opposition  to 
afforestation  of  the  northern  peatlands.  On  the  other.  Highland  development  agencies  and 
some  private-sector  foresters  argue  that  the  nation  needs  more  timber,  and  that  bogs  are  as 
good  a place  as  any  for  growing  softwoods.  At  stake  is  the  future  of  the  Flow  Country — a vast 
expanse  of  sphagnum  hummocks,  pools  and  channels  which  provides  habitat  for  a rich 
variety  of  waders  and  other  birds. 

W hile  the  debate  over  the  future  of  the  Flows  has  grumbled  on,  thousands  of  hectares  of 
prime  bird  sites  have  gone  under  Fountain  Forestry  Ltd's  high-tech  ploughs.  An  alien  fuzz  of 
pine  and  spruce  saplings  now  sprouts  beside  trenches  in  an  otherwise  treeless  landscape. 

Publication  of  this  report  provoked  some  bitter  verbal  skirmishes.  Part  of  the  blame  for 
this  must  rest  squarelv  with  the  Nature  Conservancy  Council  itself.  In  a classic  PR  blunder, 
the  report,  which  has  a bearing  on  future  land-use  in  the  northernmost  part  of  the  British 
mainland,  was  launched  950  km  away,  in  London.  No  NCC  staff  were  available  for  comment 
anvwhere  north  of  the  Border.  Incredibly,  this  snub  to  the  Scots  appears  to  have  resulted 
from  decisions  made  at  the  N'CC  s Scottish  headquarters. 

Amidst  the  howls  of  protest  from  bodies  such  as  the  Highlands  and  Islands  Development 
Board,  onlv  the  Forestry  Commission  inadvertently  added  a touch  of  humour.  The  PC’s 
delicately  named  in-house  paper.  The  Slasher,  referred  to  the  publication  as  ‘Birds.  Bov  s and 
Forestry'. 

Despite  all  the  political  fuss  which  greeted  its  publication,  the  report  does  not  itself 
recommend  specific  conservation  measures  for  the  northern  peatlands.  The  major  part 
presents  the  findings  of  bird-survey  work  carried  out  by  the  NCC  between  1979  and  198b. 
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Together  with  data  from  recent  RSPB  studies,  this  is  the  most  extensive  account  yet 
published  of  the  peatlands'  unusual  suite  of  birds.  Numerous  maps  showing  the  distribution 
of  key  bird  species,  habitat  features  and  forest  locations  complement  the  text,  while  tables 
and  bar-charts  illustrate  bird  densities  and  set  them  in  an  international  context.  This  clear 
presentation  makes  the  report  a useful  source  of  summarised  data  for  quick  reference. 

Many  Scottish  ornithologists  now  regret  that  they  did  not  draw  attention  to  the  riches  of 
the  bogs  many  years  ago.  1 can  only  hope  that  a great  many  birders  will  now  read  this  report, 
visit  the  peatlands,  then  tell  their  friends  at  home  and  abroad.  The  future  of  two-thirds  of  the 
EEC’s  Greenshanks  could  depend  on  it.  K F.NNETH  Tayi.OR 


News  and  comment 


Robin  Prytherch  and  Mike  Everett 

Opinions  expressed  in  this  feature  are  not  necessarily  those  of  'British  Birds’ 


The  Flows  give  and  take  The  Scottish 
Office  announced  in  January  1988  that 
40,000  ha  of  the  Flow  Country  in  Caith- 
ness and  Sutherland  should  be  given  over 
to  conifer  forests  (see  Brit.  Birds  81:  83  for 
earlier  comments).  At  the  same  time,  the 
Government  has,  however,  agreed  to 
declare  some  175,000  ha  as  a Site  of 
Special  Scientific  Interest,  just  under  half 
the  total  area  of  the  Flows.  That  such  naive 
tactics  have  been  adopted  should  surprise 
none  of  us.  It  must  be  disheartening  for 
those  who  have  worked  so  hard  to  save  this 
unique  area:  to  have  to  give  in  to  one 
decision  as  they  gratefully  accept  another. 
As  the  RSPB  Scottish  Director  said,  ‘The 
proof  of  the  pudding  will  be  where  the 
further  40,000  hectares  of  new  conifer 
forests  will  go.’  The  measure  represents  an 
interim  response  to  the  Nature  Conser- 
vancy Council’s  recommendations.  Let  us 
hope  that  future  statements  indicate 
further  commitments  to  conservation  of 
the  Flows. 

‘The  Bullbird’  This  is  the  name  of  a 
quarterly  review  of  bird  observations  made 
in  the  province  of  Newfoundland  and 
Labrador.  It  is  a newsletter-style  publica- 
tion, and  six  issues  have  been  produced  to 
date.  This  region  of  North  America  is  the 
closest  to  Britain  and  Ireland  and  the 
migratory  pattern  there  may  be  of  interest 
to  those  monitoring  movements  of  vag- 
rants over  here.  Current  subscription  rates 
are  C$12.00  per  year,  and  enquiries  should 


be  sent  to  Bruce  Mactavish,  37  Waterford 
Bridge  Road,  St  John’s,  Newfoundland  A IF. 
ics,  Canada.  Bullbird,  incidentally,  is  the 
local  name  for  the  Little  Auk  Alle  alle. 

ICBP  move  After  eight  years  of ‘tempor- 
ary’ accommodation  in  two  and  a half 
‘portakabins’  on  Cambridge  University 
land,  the  International  Council  for  Bird 
Preservation  will  move  this  spring  into  The 
Mount,  in  Girton,  less  than  4 km  from 
their  present  address.  To  celebrate  the 
purchase  of  its  new  world  headquarters, 
the  ICBP  held  a gala  dinner  at  which  it 
announced  the  launch  of  a three-year 
project  to  identify  the  World’s  most 
important  sites  for  preserving  biological 
diversity  and  also  an  appeal  for  £250,000 
to  recoup  the  cost  of  the  building  and 
necessary  renovations.  The  gala  dinner 
and  donations  have  raised  £60,000  so  far. 
Donations  in  cash  or  kind  will  put  more 
money  into  bird  conservation;  contact 
ICBP  at  219c  Huntingdon  Road,  Cam- 
bridge CB3  0DI.. 

Wader  grant  Congratulations  to  Dr 
Nicholas  Davidson  of  the  Nature  Conser- 
vancy Council,  Peterborough,  who  has 
received  a 1987  Travelling  Fellowship 
worth  £1,219  from  the  British  Ecological 
Society.  Dr  Davidson  will  undertake  a 
study  of  the  life-cycles  of  shorebirds  in 
Arctic  Canada. 

Black-hooded  Antwren  rediscovered 

World  Birdwatch  (winter  1987  issue)  has 
reported  that,  on  7th  September  1987, 
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Fernando  and  Cacilda  Cavalho  of  the  Rio 
de  Janeiro  Birdwatchers’  Club  observed  a 
bird  t hey  could  not  identify  in  a forest  in 
ihe  state  of  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Brazil.  ( )n  24th 
September,  Fernando  Cavalho  and  J. 
Fernando  Pacheco  returned  and  found  the 
birds  again:  a pair  of  Black-hooded 
Antwrens  Myrmotherula  erythronotos,  last  reli- 
ably seen  in  the  second  half  of  the  19th 
century.  The  species  is  one  of  a group, 
endemic  to  the  Atlantic  forests  of  south- 
eastern Brazil,  which  has  been  feared 
extinct  owing  to  forest  destruction  around 
Rio  de  Janeiro.  The  antwrens  were  later 
mist-netted,  photographed  and  released, 
and  tape  recordings  were  made  of  the 
male’s  song  and  female’s  call. 

Young  Ornithologists  of  the  Year  I he 

winners  of  this  annual  competition,  run  by 
the  Young  Ornithologists’  Club  and  spon- 
sored by  British  Birds , were  presented  with 
their  prizes  by  the  Director  General  of  the 
RSPB,  Ian  Prestl,  at  Ihe  I.odge  on  5th 
January.  As  is  traditional,  the  winners  then 
spent  the  remainder  of  the  day  birdwatching 


with  the  two  judges:  the  YOC’s  National 
Organiser,  Peter  Holden,  and  BB' s Manag- 
ing Editor,  l)r  Tim  Sharrock  (plate  104). 

Giant  Pied-billed  Grebe  extinct  After 
several  months  at  Fake  Atitlan,  Guate- 
mala, Dr  Laurie  Hunter  began  to  suspect 
that  there  were  no  Giant  Pied-billed 
Grebes  Podilymbus  gigas  present.  The  spe- 
cies is  flightless  and  endemic  to  Lake 
Atitlan.  All  pied-billed  sightings  were 
thought  to  be  of  the  common  Pied-billed 
Grebe  P.  pudiceps,  and  all  subsequent 
data — sonagram  frequencies,  egg  dimen- 
sions, bill  measurements  and  body 
weights — collected  at  Atitlan  did  not  differ 
significantly  from  those  of  the  smaller 
species.  Some  interesting  questions  arise 
from  this  discovers.  When  did  the  giant 
species  disappear?  When  did  the  common 
species  first  appear  at  Lake  Atitlan,  and 
did  it  hybridise  with  the  Giant  Pied-billed 
Grebe?  Studies  of  the  mitochondrial  DNA 
content  of  the  many  samples  taken  from 
captured  birds  may  answer  some  ques- 
tions, but  others  will  forever  remain  a 
mystery. 


104.  Yoi'NG  Ormthoi.ck.ists  of  THF.  Yf.ar.  Left  to  right.  Oscar  Campbell  (Intermediate 
Winner),  Dr  J.  T.  R.  Sharrock  (judge),  Guy  Thompson  (second  in  Senior  Section),  Paul 
Salaman  (Senior  Winner)  and  Peter  Holden  (judge)  (RSPB  & C.  H.  Gomersall ) 
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R & M Conference  1988  The  20th  BTC) 
Ringing  and  Migration  Conference  was  held 
at  the  Hayes  Conference  Centre,  Swanwick, 
during  8th- 10th  January.  Martin  Jones 
opened  with  a talk  on  the  birds  of  the 
Madeiran  Archipelago.  The  range  of  species 
there  is  relatively  limited,  but  there  are 
remarkable  seabird  populations,  and  some 
of  the  island  races  of  familiar  garden  species 
were  interesting. 

Lukas  Jenni,  head  of  the  Swiss  ringing 
scheme,  gave  two  presentations;  the  first  on 
mass  winter  roosts  of  Bramblings  Fringilla 
montifringilla,  and  the  second  an  overview  of 
Swiss  ringing.  Former  estimates  of  the 
numbers  of  Bramblings  visiting  some  mass 
roosts  were  revised  downwards,  to  a mere 
1,000,000  or  so. 

An  interesting  technique  which  the  Swiss 
used  for  catching  migrants  in  the  Egyptian 
deserts  involved  taking  ‘habitat’  with  them, 
in  the  form  of  bushes  strapped  to  the  top  of 
a Land  Rover.  When  set  up  in  the  middle  of 
nowhere,  these  bushes  attracted  up  to  100 
migrants  per  day. 

Martin  Kelsey  compared  populations  of 
Marsh  Warblers  Acrocephalus  palustris  breed- 
ing in  England  with  those  wintering  in 
Zambia.  The  proportion  of  its  time  that  this 
species  spends  singing  at  both  ends  of  its 
migration  route  is  remarkable,  as  is  the  site 
fidelity  of  certain  wintering  Palearctic  mig- 
rants. 

Stephen  Baillie  urged  ringers  to  take  part 
in  the  ‘Constant  Effort  Scheme’,  which  is 
now  beginning  to  bear  fruit.  This  scheme, 
whereby  ringing  effort  within  sites  is  stan- 
dardised, provides  an  important  backup  for 
other  BTO  surveys,  and  will  make  general 
ringing  more  scientifically  useful. 

‘How  to  beat  the  heat  of  January’  saw 
David  Holmes  following  Nearctic  migrants 
to  their  South  American  wintering  grounds. 
Interestingly,  some  species  requiring  rela- 
tively large  woods  in  which  to  breed  were 
found  wintering  only  in  small  woodland 
plots. 

Continuing  the  North  American  iheme,  a 
Saturday  night  workshop  on  the  identifica- 
tion of  Nearctic  landbird  migrants  which 
have  occurred,  or  are  likely  to  occur,  in 
Europe  was  well  attended,  providing 
interest  until  well  past  midnight.  Many 
British  ringers  will  now  be  in  a better 
position,  should  they  be  lucky  enough  lo  be 
faced  with  an  American  wood-warbler  in 
their  mist-net. 

Dave  Okill  survived  the  ‘deathspot’  of 
Sunday  morning,  reputation  intact,  and 


managed  to  stimulate  the  bleary  survivors  of 
Saturday  night  with  a talk  on  ringing  ‘rain- 
geese’,  Red-throated  Divers  Gavia  stellata. 
Gone  are  the  days  when  this  slot  could  be 
guaranteed  to  be  the  worst  of  the  confer- 
ence. 

The  British  Birds  mystery  photographs 
competition  provided  the  usual  entertain- 
ment, with  the  five  photographs  being  cor- 
rectly identified  by  only  three  of  the  98 
entrants:  Ian  Hunter,  Clive  McKay  and  Dr 
Moss  Taylor,  the  last  named  being  success- 
ful in  the  draw  for  the  bottle  of  champagne. 
(MB) 

Deutsche  Omithologen-Gesellschaft  The 

100th  anniversary  meeting  of  the  German 
Ornithological  Society  will  take  place  in 
Bonn  from  25th  September  (arrival)  to  1st 
October  1988  (departure).  There  will  be 
excursions  on  2nd  and  3rd  October.  A 
members'  meeting  will  be  held  on  30th 
September. 

Members  of  the  DO-G  have  several  inter- 
national links.  Accordingly,  foreign  speakers 
have  been  invited,  aided  by  a generous  grant 
from  the  Deutsche  Forschungsgemein- 
schaft.  Lectures  will  be  given  in  plenary 
sessions,  and  in  a number  of  three-hour 
symposia  which  will  run  in  parallel.  Each 
symposium  will  include  up  to  six  papers. 
Under  the  general  topics  Zoogeography, 
Systematics  and  Behavioural  Ecology,  the 
following  items  are  planned:  Orientation 
and  navigation;  Ecology  of  birds  of  prey; 
Annual  periodicity  and  hormonal  control; 
Energy  budgeting  and  thermoregulation; 
Nature  conservation,  especially  of 
endangered  species;  Problems  in  speciation 
of  tropical  bird  species;  bioacoustics;  Ecol- 
ogy of  marine  birds;  Telemetry;  Functional 
anatomy;  and  Paleontology.  In  addition, 
places  for  about  100  posters  will  be  avail- 
able. (Contributed  by  Dr  Goetz  Rheinwald) 

Computer  gremlins  BB’s  new  word- 
processing package  includes  a spelling 
checker.  Unfortunately,  the  program’s  dic- 
tionary is  rather  limited;  the  wretched 
machine  would  convert  all  birdwatchers  to 
biographers  at  the  touch  of  a button,  and  the 
West  Paralytic  List  Committee  is  surpassed 
only  by  the  Dartboard  Warbler  Sylvia  undata. 

Yemen  reports  Sandgrouse  9 (now  available: 
price  £7.00  from  OSME,  c/o  The  Lodge, 
Sandy,  Bedfordshire  sc ; I o 2DI.)  is  wholly 
devoted  to  the  findings  of  the  Ornithological 
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Society  of  llie  Middle  East’s  1985  Expedi- 
tion to  North  Yemen,  The  principal  con- 
tents are  a series  of  papers  on  the  endemic 
species  studied  during  the  Expedition,  and  a 
lull,  annotated  checklist  of  the  birds  seen — 
which  also  includes  full  references  back  to 
earlier  records  and,  in  elfect,  becomes  the 
most  up-to-date  checklist  available  for 
North  Yemen.  1 his  issue  is  an  important 
contribution  to  modern  Arabian  ornitho- 
logy. A separate  Expedition  report,  ‘Birds  in 
the  Yemen  Arab  Republic’,  will  be  available 
shortly:  more  details  in  due  course. 


‘Bioacoustics’  The  first  issue  of  this  new 
international  journal  of  animal  sound  and 
its  recording  is  due  to  be  published  in  early 
1988.  Bioacoustics  hopes  to  attract  papers  and 
articles  that  might  otherwise  be  lost 
amongst  many  different  journals.  It  plans  to 
cover  topics  such  as  animal  sound  com- 
munication, wildlife  sound  recording  techni- 
cpies  and  equipment,  recording  expeditions 
and  other  projects,  and,  since  it  is  published 
in  association  with  the  National  Sound 
Archive,  it  will  also  provide  information 
about  wildlife  sound  archives.  The  first  issue 
will  contain  a variety  of  papers,  including 
two  on  bird  subjects — acoustic  signalling  of 
the  Great  Black-headed  Gull  l.arus  ichthyaetus 
and  incomplete  song  strophes  of  the 
Chaffinch  Fringilla  coelebs.  There  will  also  be  a 
review  of  the  first  bird  sound  compact  discs, 
one  from  France  and  two  from  Germany. 
The  German  CDs  contain  recordings  that 
were  recorded  digitally.  There  is  a special 
rate  for  individual  subscriptions  and  anyone 
interested  should  contact  the  publishers,  AB 
Academic  Publishers,  PC)  Box  97,  Berk- 
hamsted,  Hertfordshire  HP4  2PX. 

Djibouti  III  Sandgrouse  9 includes  a paper 
by  Richard  Porter  and  Steen  Christensen  on 
observed  raptor  migration  during  the  1985 
North  Yemen  Expedition — which  coincided 
with  the  discovery  in  Djibouti  of  a major 
migration  crossing  point  at  the  Bab-el- 
Mandeb  strait  by  Geoff  and  Hilary  Welch 
and  their  colleagues.  The  indefatigable 
Djibouti  team  have  been  at  it  again:  from 
3rd  October  to  9th  November  1987,  the  area 
was  under  observation  as  a major  part  of  the 
third  Djibouti  visit.  Full  details  will  be 
published  in  due  time,  but  the  preliminary- 
report  we  have  been  sent  underlines  the 
importance  of  this  migration  route:  no  fewer 
than  246,478  raptors  were  counted.  By  far 


the  most  numerous  species  were  Steppe 
Buzzard  Buleo  buteo  vulpinus  (98,339  plus 
29,853  unidentified  buzzards),  peaking  dur- 
ing the  first  ten  days  of  October,  and  Steppe 
Eagle  Aquila  rapax  nipalensis  (76,586  plus 
27,992  unidentified  Aquila  eagles),  peaking 
in  the  last  third  of  November.  The  Steppe 
Eagle  total  is  the  highest  ever  recorded, 
spring  or  autumn,  anywhere  in  the  Middle 
East. 

Basking  sharks  The  huge  (up  to  9 m), 
harmless  (plankton-eating)  basking  shark 
Cetorhinus  maximus  may  be  at  risk  from 
overfishing  (for  liver-oil  for  cosmetics,  fins 
for  human  consumption,  and  sport).  If  your 
birdwatching  takes  vou  to  the  coast,  vou  can 
help  by  reporting  every  sighting  (on  a 
postcard)  to  the  Marine  Conservation  Soc- 
iety, 4 Gloucester  Road,  Ross-onW've.  Here- 
fordshire. 

New  BOC  Secretary  The  administrative 
office  of  the  British  Ornithologists  I nion 
has  now  moved  from  the  Zoological  Societv 
of  Eondon  in  Regent's  Park,  to  within  the 
British  Museum  (Natural  History)  Sub- 
department of  Ornithology,  bring,  Hert- 
fordshire HP2:i  sap.  The  many  friends 
which  Gwen  Bonham  has  made  over  the 
years,  when  she  was  a member  of  staff  of  the 
B TO,  will  be  delighted  to  hear  that  she  has 
now  taken  up  the  post  of  Secretary  to  the 
BOU.  Good  luck  in  the  new  job.  Gwen! 

A new  gull?  Kathleen  Barrett  has  sent  us  a 
cutting  from  The  Guardian  for  5th  January 
1988,  which  reported  that  'hundreds  of 
birdwatchers  flocked  to  Liverpool  vester- 
day  to  see  the  small  rosser  s gull  . . .’  She 
wondered  whether  this  was  a misprint  for 
rozzer’s,  and,  if  so,  did  it  wear  a helmet? 
No  comments,  please! 

Wisdom  acquired  Finding  new  facts,  fol- 
lowing additional  investigations,  after  having 
submitted  a tvpescript  to  BB,  Dr  Ian  Newton 
commented  wryly:  ‘The  secret  of  all 
research  is  knowing  when  to  stop!’ 

ID  consultant  needed  Ronald  Baker  and 
Mike  Heckler  have  both  pointed  out  to  us  a 
photograph  in  The  Dailx  Telegraph  for  28th 
December  1987  captioned  ‘A  Christmas  Dav 
swimmer  joins  the  ducks  on  the  Serpentine 
in  Hyde  Park’.  The  intrepid  gentleman  in 
question  is  surrounded  by  30  unconcerned 
Canada  Geese  and  one  Coot,  but  no  ducks. 


December  reports 


Ian  Dawson  and  Keith  Allsopp 


These  are  largely  unchecked  reports,  not  authenticated  records. 
Unless  otherwise  stated,  dates  refer  to  December  1987 


Cold  anticyclonic  weather  dominated  the  first  half  of  the  month , but  persistent  cloud  cover  kept  overnight 
temperatures  above  freezing.  Winds  were  light,  coming  from  north  to  southeasterly  directions.  From  1 5th,  the 
temperature  rose,  and  warm,  settled  westerly  weather  covered  Britain  and  Ireland  as  the  high  pressure  declined. 
The  year  ended  with  several  days  of  heavy  rain  and  strong  winds. 


The  Little  B . . . 

In  a most  unremarkable  month  for  birds,  the  appearance  of  an  immature 
male  Little  Bustard  Tetrax  tetrax  in  the  Burton  area  north  of  Christchurch 
(Dorset)  on  30th  came  as  a complete  surprise.  The  locals  managed  to  pin 
it  down  the  following  day,  and  New  Year’s  Day  saw  one  of  the  biggest-ever 
turnouts  for  what  amounted  to  Britain’s  first  twitchable  example.  The 
reply  of  a local  who  asked  what  the  bird  was  called — ‘That’s  not  very  nice, 
is  it?’ — unfortunately  summed  up  the  bird’s  behaviour  for  the  majority  of 
those  present;  and  although  there  were  sporadic  sightings  for  a few  days, 
only  the  birders  lucky  enough  to  be  there  on  1st  January  had  any  sort  of 
decent  view. 

Divers  to  herons 

Divers  were  reported  as  being  ‘less  numer- 
ous than  usual’  in  Cumbria,  a comment 
which  seemingly  applied  to  the  rest  of 
Britain  and  Ireland,  though  a flock  of  more 
than  200  Red-throated  Divers  Gama  stellata 
off  Minsmere  (Suffolk)  on  22nd  was  notable. 

On  the  same  day,  there  were  over  100  Great 
Crested  Grebes  Podiceps  cristalus  on  the  sea 


off  Southwold  (Suffolk).  Five  widely  scat- 
tered inland  Black-throated  Divers  G. 
arctica  were  reported,  while  the  only  inland 
Great  Northern  Diver  G.  i miner  was  on 
Staines  Reservoir  (Surrey)  in  mid  month.  In 
the  light  of  these  records,  the  report  of  a 
White-billed  Diver  G.  adamsii  on  Auden- 
shaw  Reservoirs  (Greater  Manchester)  on 
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the  morning  of  8th  is  all  the  more  remark- 
able. There  were  only  about  ten  inland  Red- 
necked Grebes  /'.  grisegena,  and  one  shared 
Kenfig  Pool  (Mid  Glamorgan)  with  the 
returned  Pied-billed  Grebe  Podilymbus  podi- 
ceps. 

The  faithful  Glossy  Ibis  Plegadis  jalcinellus 
at  Stodmarsh  (Kent)  continued  to  come  in 
to  roost  in  the  afternoons. 


Wildfowl 

High  counts  of  Whooper  Swans  Cygnus 
cygnus  included  465  on  the  Loch  of  Hurray 
(Orkney)  on  11th,  230  at  The  Hirsel  (Bor- 
ders) on  20th,  and  more  than  500  at  the 
Ouse  Washes  (Norfolk/Cambridgeshire).  A 
Bewick’s  Swan  C.  columbianus  of  the  nomin- 
ate race,  known  as  ‘Whistling  Swan’,  reap- 
peared on  the  Wexford  Slobs  (Co.  Wexford) 
in  mid  month.  Another  returning  individual 
was  the  adult  Red-breasted  Goose  Branta 
ruficollis,  found  on  7th  and  remaining  in  the 
Cley/Salthouse/Blakeney/Langham  area 
(Norfolk)  into  1988.  A Brent  Goose  B. 
bemicla  of  the  race  nigricans  was  in  the  same 
flock  of  Brents,  while  others  were  seen  at 
Lynn  Point  (Norfolk)  on  17th,  and  in  Dun- 


drum  Bay  (Co.  Down)  on  31st.  Good  num- 
bers of  Bean  Geese  Anser  fabalis  were 
perhaps  a little  surprising  given  the  mild 
weather,  but  more  than  400  were  in  the 
traditional  area  at  Buckenham  (Norfolk),  28 
at  Slimbridge  (Gloucestershire),  and  nine  on 
the  South  Slob,  Wexford,  along  with  odd 
ones  elsewhere.  White-fronted  Geese  .4. 
albifrons , too,  were  widely  reported  from  non- 
traditional  haunts  in  England,  including  34 
on  the  Kent  Estuary  (Cumbria)  from  20th- 
22  nd. 

A drake  Common  Scoter  Melanitta  nigra  of 
the  race  americana  was  found  in  Gosford  Bay 
(Lothian)  on  the  last  day  of  the  year,  while 
also  of  transatlantic  origin  were  Surf  Sco- 
ters 47.  per.spicillala  with  three  in  St  Bride's 
Bay  (Dyfed)  and  a female  at  Laytown  (Co. 
Meath).  There  were  single  Teals  Anas  crecca 
of  the  Nearctic  race  carolinensis  in  England, 
Ireland  and  Scotland,  only  two  American 
Wigeons  .4.  americana,  and  only  six  Ring- 
necked Ducks  Aythya  cotlaris , of  which  half 
were  together  on  Hawkridge  Reservoir 
(Somerset).  A lost  Garganey  Anas  querqnedula 
remained  at  Belfast  (Co.  Down),  and  the 
Falcated  Duck  A.  falcata  reappeared  at 
Thrapston  (Northamptonshire).  Some  ten 
Red-crested  Pochards  Xetta  rufina  and  half  a 
dozen  Ferruginous  Ducks  Aythya  nyroca 
were  below  par  for  recent  winters,  though 
Smews  Mergus  albellus  were  widespread,  with 
up  to  25  at  Dungeness  (Kent)  and  15  at 
Wraysbury  (Berkshire). 


Birds  of  prey 

( here  were  five  reports  of  Red  Kites  Atilvus 
mih'us  flying  over  eastern  England  between 
12th  and  21st,  and  another  in  Dovedale 
(Derbyshire)  on  30th.  The  only  Rough- 
legged Buzzards  Buteo  lagopus  reported  were 
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105.  Ring-billed  Gull  /.  arus  delawarensis , 
Merseyside,  December  1987  (Steve  Young) 


two  in  the  Butley/Chillesford  area  (Suffolk) 
from  at  least  13th,  and  one  at  Slapton 
(Devon)  on  6th;  while  female  Goshawks 
Accipiter  gentilis  created  havoc  at  Holme 
(Norfolk)  on  ‘22nd  and  Hemingford  Grey 
(Cambridgeshire)  on  24th. 

Waders 

Four  Long-billed  Dowitchers  I.imnodromus 
scolopaceus  involved  individuals  at  Anthorn 
(Cumbria)  to  7 th,  Braunton  Burrows 
(Devon)  to  at  least  5th,  the  Gann  Estuary 
(Dyfed)  from  12th,  and  Belfast  Lough  all 
month.  A plover  showing  all  the  features  of 
Pacific  Golden  Pluvialis fulva,  except  for  the 
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underwing  (white  rather  than  smoky),  origi- 
nally seen  briefly  in  November,  was  refound 
at  Chew  Valley  Lake  (Avon)  on  26th, 
moving  to  Marksbury  Plain  (Somerset). 
Several  observers  remarked  on  the  scarcity 
of  Jack  Snipe  Lymnociyptes  minimus  this  w in- 
ter. A Spotted  Redshank  Tringa  erythropus 
wintering  at  Stenness  (Orkney)  was  the  first 
for  those  islands.  A Grey  Phalarope  Phatar- 
opus  fulicarius  was  seen  off  Southwold  on 
22nd. 

Gulls,  terns  and  auks 

About  a dozen  Ring-billed  Gulls  Larus 
delawarensis  (plate  105),  with  only  one  Irish 
report,  perhaps  indicates  a turnaround  in 
numbers.  Some  30  each  of  Glaucous  L. 
hyperboreus  and  Iceland  Gulls  /..  glaucoides 
mainly  involved  regular  wintering  indi- 
viduals, and  the  scarcity  of  the  former  was 
particularly  remarked  upon.  Three  Iceland 
Gulls  roosting  together  at  Ogston  Reservoir 
(Derbyshire)  on  20th  w'as  worthy  of  note,  as 
was  the  return  of  the  individual  of  the 
Nearctic  race  kumlieni  to  Banff  (Grampian). 
The  total  of  30  or  so  Mediterranean  Gulls 
/..  melanocephalus  again  involved  many  winter 
regulars,  in  addition  to  two  dozen  at  Copt 
Point  (Kent).  A Sabine’s  Gull  L.  sabini  was 
seen  at  Woolwich  (Greater  London)  on  7th. 

One  of  the  few'  remarkable  records  during 
the  period  was  a Lesser  Crested  Tern  Sterna 
bengalensis  at  Dawlish  (Devon)  on  19th,  and 
two  days  later  at  Cardiff  (South  Glamor- 
gan). At  the  other  end  of  Wales,  the 
Forster’s  Tern  S.forsteri  reappeared  at  Pen- 
mon,  Anglesey  (Gwynedd),  late  in  the 
month. 

There  were  still  large  numbers  of  Little 
Auks  Alle  alle  in  the  North  Sea,  mainly  early 
in  the  month,  though  with  a more  northerly 
bias  than  in  November:  the  highest  count 
was  of  1,000  on  the  sea  off  Tyninghame 
(Lothian)  on  13th.  Several  were  picked  up 
inland  in  the  first  few  days.  A Black 
Guillemot  Cepphus  grylle  at  Yellowcraig 
(Lothian)  on  13th  w'as  unusual. 
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Larks  to  thrushes 

An  unseasonal  Short-toed  Lark  Catandrrlla 
brachydactyla  spent  about  ten  days  on  the 
coastal  path  at  Aldborough  (Humberside) 
mid  month.  Very  few  Shore  Larks  h'.re- 
mophila  alpestris  were  scattered  down  the 
British  east  coast  from  Tyninghame  to 
Seasalter  (Kent).  There  were  late  Swallows 
Himndo  rustica  and  House  Martins  Delichoti 
urbica  in  Cumbria  and  Cambridgeshire 
respectively,  while  a Richard’s  Pipit  Anthu.s 
nnvaeseelandioe  stayed  at  Sandwich  Bay  (Kent) 


for  a week,  and  a male  Whinchat  Saxicola 
mbetra  remained  at  Hurst  Reservoir  (Derby- 
shire) to  13th.  Vying  for  star  billing  with  the 
Little  Bustard,  but  unseen  by  most,  was  a 
Dusky  Thrush  Turdus  naumaniti  on  the  island 
of  Skorner  (Dyfed)  from  4th  to  bth. 

Warblers  to  buntings 

An  Acrocephalus  warbler  which  remained  at 
Welches  Dam  (Cambridgeshire),  from  the 
end  of  November  to  7th,  may  well  hav  e been 
a Blvth’s  Reed  Warbler  .4.  dumetorum.  but 
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we  shall  probably  never  know  unless  some 
wing-formula-revealing  photographs  are 
unearthed.  There  was  a scattering  ol  Chiff- 
chaffs  Phylloscopus  collxbita  showing  characters 
of  the  eastern  race  tristis  and  two  tardy 
Pallas’s  Warblers  P.  proregulus , at  Rusting- 
ton  (West  Sussex)  on  5lh  and  6th,  and  at 
Felixstowe  (Suffolk)  on  23rd. 

A Treecreeper  Certhia  familiaris  of  the 
nominate,  northern  race  remained  at  Bins- 
carth  (Orkney)  to  at  least  Christmas  Eve. 
There  were  only  half  a dozen  reports  of 
Great  Grey  Shrikes  Lanius  excubitor;  ‘very 
low  numbers  of  Bramblings  Pringilla  monti- 


December  reports 

fringilla.  with,  lor  example,  just  two  singles  in 
Avon;  and  virtually  no  Siskins  Carduelis 
spinus  in  Northern  Ireland.  There  were, 
however,  more  coastal  flocks  of  Twites  C. 
flaiirostris  tharr  usual  in  Cumbria.  There  were 
also  good  numbers  of  Lapland  Buntings 
Calcarius  tapponicus.  with  flocks  in  excess  of  20 
at  three  sites  in  Lothian  and  Borders,  as  well 
as  in  Norfolk,  Suffolk  and  Kent,  and  Snow 
Buntings  Plectrophenax  nivalis,  especially  on 
both  sides  of  the  Irish  Sea.  A Song  Sparrow 
Z onolrichia  melodia  reported  at  Point  of  Ayr 
(Clwyd)  on  18th  could  not  unfortunately  be 
relocated  the  following  day. 


Recent  reports 


Compiled  by  Mark  Boyd 

This  summary  covers  the  period  15th  February  to  20th  March  1988 


White-billed  Diver  Gavia  adamsii  St  Ives 
(Cornwall),  I5th-27th  February;  Filey 
(North  Yorkshire),  1 0th- 1 4th  March. 
Garganey  Anas  querquedula  Port  Meadow 
(Oxfordshire),  from  15th  March;  Welney 
(Norfolk),  from  17th  March. 

Lesser  Scaup  Ay  thy  a affinis  Corbet  Lough 
(Co.  Down),  to  at  least  12th  March. 

Red  Kite  Milvus  milvus  Holme  (Norfolk),  at 
least  four  on  18th  March;  Downham  Market 
(Norfolk),  19th  March;  Cockley  Cley  (Nor- 
folk), 1 9th  March;  Holkham  (Norfolk),  19th 
March;  Gavton  (Norfolk),  19th  March; 
Covenham  Reservoir  (Lincolnshire),  19th 
M arch;  Hemington  (Northamptonshire), 
19th  March;  Gressenhall  (Norfolk),  20th 
March;  Bradwell  Marsh  (Essex),  20th 
March. 


Dotterel  Charadrius  morinellus  Holkham,  27th 
February-6th  March. 

Ross’s  Gull  Rhodostethia  rosea  Galway  Docks 
(Co.  Galway),  28th  February  to  at  least  13th 
March;  Lizard  Peninsula  (Cornwall),  8th- 
11th  March;  Plym  Estuary  (Devon),  from 
13th  March;  Sunderland  (Tyne  & Wear), 
16th  March. 

Alpine  Swift  Apus  melba  Sandwell  Valley 
Nature  Centre  (West  Midlands).  1 6th-20th 
March,  when  flown  to  Portugal  courtesy  of 
British  Airways ; Yeovil  (Somerset),  17th 
March;  Spurn  (Humberside),  20th  March. 
Waxwing  Bombycilla  garrulus  Broughton 
Aspley  (Leicestershire),  20th-28th  February. 
Yellow-browed  Warbler  Phylloscopus  inoma- 
lus  Ashby  de  la  /.ouch  (Leicestershire),  to  at 
least  28th  February. 


‘BARNACLE  BEN’ 


Wildlife  artist  David  Cook  has  donated  this  colour  pencil  drawing  of  a 
Barnacle  Goose  to  BBC  Television’s  THATS  LIFE'S  Ben 
Hardwick  Memorial  Fund  which  helps  children  who,  like  Ben, 
suffer  from  liver  disease. 

The  drawing  may  be  viewed  at  Paperpoint,  Wiggins  Teape's 
Covent  Garden  Gallery,  from  11th-22nd  April  with  other  geese 
drawings  by  David  Cook.  Limited  edition  prints  of  Barnacle  Ben  at 
£25  and  greetings  cards  at  50p  will  be  on  sale.  From  August,  the 
drawing  will  be  on  permanent  exhibition  at  Rexel  Cumberland's 
pencil  museum  in  Keswick  where  prints  and  cards  will  also  be 
available. 

BY  BUYING  PRINTS  OR  CARDS,  BIRD  LOVERS  WILL  MAKE  A 
DIRECT  CONTRIBUTION  TO  THE  FUND’S  WORK  OF  SAVING 
CHILDREN’S  LIVES  THROUGH  LIVER  TRANSPLANTATION. 
THE  WHOLE  PURCHASE  PRICE  COMES  TO  THE  FUND. 


Further  enquiries:  Ben  Hardwick  Memorial  Fund,  12  Nassau  Road, 
Barnes,  London  SW13  9QE. 

(D315) 
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STEP  INTO 
SPRING  WITH 
BINOCULARS  AND  TELESCOPES 

Our  recommended  instruments  are  rigorously  field  tested  in  the  severest 
conditions  throughout  Cornwall  - sea-watching,  migrant  hunting,  reservoir 
watching,  breeding  bird  surveys,  estuary  counts,  and  yes  - even  the 
occasional  twitch.  We  guarantee  you  detailed  individual  attention  to  ensure 
you  get  the  best  for  your  budget  and  requirements.  OUR  ADVICE  IS 
BASED  ON  FIELD  EXPERIENCE  - NOT  PROFIT  MARGINS.  If  you  buy  at 
the  cheapest  price  you  can  expect  the  cheapest  back-up,  or  more  likely  no 
back-up  at  all.  Buy  from  us  and  we  will  give  every  assistance  to  keep  you 
watching  in  the  case  of  mishap,  plus  guaranteed  part  exchange  if  you 
subsequently  upgrade  your  equipment. 


FOR  HONEST  ADVICE  WITH  GREAT  BACK-UP 

PHONE  REDRUTH  (0209)  210060 

SCOPES  - WE  KEEP  YOU  WA  TCHING 


(D285) 


Checklist  and  Field  Ust  of  Scottish  Birds  if 
you  join  the  Scottish  Ornithologists’  Club  now 


Join  now  or  ask  for  details 

THE  SCOTTISH 


ORNITHOLOGISTS’  CLUB 

FREEPOST  (no  stamp  required),  EDINBURGH  EH7  OLQ 
Telephone:  031-556  6042  (anytime) 

Scottish  Charity  No.  CR38075  (D309) 


Join  now  and  help  us  with  our  exciting 
new  project  - the  New  Atlas  of  Breeding 
Birds  in  Scotland. 

You  will  also  receive  our  quarterly 
newsletter  Scottish  Bird  News,  the  twice 
yearly  journal  Scottish  Birds  and  the 
annual  Scottish  Bird  Report. 

As  a Club  member  you  also  qualify  for 
privilege  terms  from  The  Bird  Bookshop. 

All  this  for  only  £10  a year  plus  a free 
Checklist  and  Field  List  (usually  £2.00). 
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Leading  specialists  in  high  quality 

BINOCULARS  - TELESCOPES 

Select  from  the  World's  finest  Optical  instruments 
ZEISS  (WEST)  • Leitz  • HABICHT  • NIKON 
OPTOLYTH  • KOWA  • SWIFT  • OPTIMA 
MINOLTA  • ADLERBLICK  • BRESSER 
BAUSCH  & LOMB  • BUSHNELL  • OPTICRON 
ZEISS  (EAST)  • MIRADOR  • SLIK  TRIPODS 

Write  or  phone  NOW  for  current  prices!  mPa!YMo°rder  free  e&oe 

Church  Lane,  Corley.  Coventry  CV7  8BA  | 0676-40501 


Our  showroom  is  set  in  7 
acres  of  private  grounds  with 
ample,  free  and  safe  parking. 
Testing  facilities  are  probably 
the  best  in  the  country. 
Viewing  from  the  showroom  is 
across  a large  pool  with  its 
various  bird  visitors  ana  to 
more  distant  views  of  the 
countryside.  (D307) 


FOCALPOINT 

Deal  with  birdwatchers  who  understand  your  requirements 


KOWA  Main  Stockists 

rSN-1  (45°) 

TSN-2  (straight) 
TSN-3  (45°  Fluorite) 

IS 

O 

CX 

TSN-4  (sir  Fluorite) 

5 

o 

TS1  (45°) 

TS2  (straight) 
TS6  (compact) 
TS7  (45°) 

o 

o 

3 

TS9  (20  x 50) 

All  eyepieces,  pholo-adaplors  and  cases 

trom  stock 

KOWA  10  x 50  binocular  £149 

Upgrade  your  existing  TSN-L2  tor  the  new 
TSN-3/4  models  You  need  only  exchange 

ihe  body,  all  eyepieces  cases, 
interchangeable 

etc  are 

QUESTAR 

- Mirror  Scopes 

From  £1,500 

LEITZ  Binoculars 

Beautifully  made  precision  instruments  With 
contrast,  resolution,  flatness  ol  held,  true 
internal  focusing  design,  and  climate  resist- 
ance which  are  unsurpassed  And  all  within  a 
compact  lightweight  design' 

As  used  by  both  principals  ol  Focalpoinl 
and  many  thousands  ot  discerning  birders 
throughout  the  world. 


10x40  BAN 
8x40  BA 
7x42  BA 
8 x 32  BA 
10x25 BCA 
8 x 20  BCA 
Case  (Trinovids) 
Case  (Miniatures) 


c8  = 


sis- 
— ^ ~rl 
om 

m ^ O 


£ 

499 

469 

469 

429 

245 

235 

31 

14 


NIKON  Fieldscope  system 
trom  stock  - ask  for  a quote. 


NEW  Skua  Mkll  cases  for  Kowa  TSN 
telescopes  coming  soon  Total  encase- 
ment. ultra  rugged  and  weatherproof 
Stays  on  the  scope  at  all  times 


BIRDGUIDES 

All  1988  holidays  now  full. 
Please  ask  to  go  on  our  mailing 
list  for  future  trips 
(Venezuela.  Gambia.  Majorca 
and  similar!) 


MAIL  ORDER 
SPECIALIST 
P/P  & INS  FREE! 

TONY  & ENID  MURPHY 

FOCALPOINT 

14  Cogshall  Lane,  Comberbach, 
Northwich,  Cheshire  CW9  6BS 

Telephone:  0606  891098  (D284) 

PHONE  FOR 
PRICES  AND 
DIRECTIONS 

REPAIRS  & 
SERVICING 

OPEN  9 30-5  30 
MON  -FRI 
SAT  930-4  00 

Will 


Ta/ktoA.R.Hawkins 
about  Binoculars! 


(PHONE  US  FOR 

Best  Makes. 
Largest  Stocks. 
Fastest  Service. 
By  return 
Despatch  and 
Free  Advice. 


ALL  THE  TOP  BINOCULARS  & TELESCOPES  IN  THE  BRITISH  BIRDS  SURVEY 
ARE  AT  A.  R.  HAWKINS!  CALL  - COMPARE  AND  SELECT  AT  YOUR  LEISURE 


ZEISS  WEST 

10X40BGA  T Dialyl 

SFocus 

10  x 40  B Dialyl  S.  Focus 
8x30  BGAT 
7x42 BGAT  Dialyl 
8x56BGAT  Dialyl 
3 X 20  B Mini  Dialyl 
10  x 25  8 Mini  Dialyl 
15x60 GA  £ m 

Phone  your  order  with  Visa  Access 
for  same  day  dispaich1 


O LU 
U-O 

££ 

§«« 
£ 52 

uj“j 
GO  ^ 

<c  t- 

UJ  CO 


SWIFT 

3 5 X 44  New  Audubon  £171.95 

7 5 x 42  Osprey  with  case  £139  95 


ZEISS  JENA 

7 X 40  BGA  new  moOel 
8x30Jenoplem 

8 x 300ellfinleni 
8 x 32  Nolaiem 
8 x 50B  Octarem 
7x50Jenoplem 
10  x 40  Nolaref'i 
10x50  Jenupletn 
10  x 50  Dekarem 
I2x500odecarern 


£230  00 
£47.95 
£55  95 
£120  00 
£185  00 
£64  95 
£176  00 
£69  95 
£88  95 
£203  45 


OPTOLYTH  ALPIN 

Superb  lightweighl  Models  from  W 

Germany  at  sensible  prices 

8 x 30  BGA  Alpm 

£186  00 

8x40  BGA  Alpm 

£200  00 

10x40  BGA 

£205  00 

10  x 50  BGA  Alpin 

£221  00 

12x50  BGA  Alpm 

£225  00 

7x42  BGA  Alpm 

£207  00 

MIRADOR 

7X42B 

£125  00 

7 x 42  BGA  R Armoured 

£129  00 

8x42B 

£119  00 

8 x 42  BGA  R Armoured 

£125  00 

10  x 42  B 

£125  00 

10  x 42  BGA  R/Armoured 

£129  00 

10  x 50  BGA  R Armoured 

£145  00 

All  Mirador  are  supplied  with 

cases  and  rainguard 

BRESSER 

A new  range  of  quality,  lightweight 

root  prism  binoculars  complete  with 

sporls  case 

8 x 32  BGA  1 mear 

£123  00 

8 x 42  BGA  1 meat 

£126  00 

10  x 42  BGA  l mear 

£131.00 

7x42  BGA  Diorit 

£230.00 

10  x 42  BGA  Diorit 

£240  00 

TELESCOPES 

Nikon  F leldscope  20  x 60  ED  £489  00 
Nikon  Eyepieces  15  x 30  x 40  x 60x 

£64  95 

Kowa  TSN1  Body  £234.95 

Kowa  TSN2  Body  £223.95 

Kowa  TSN3  Body  £439  95 

Kowa  TSN4  Body  £428.95 

Kowa  TSN20xW  A Eyepiece  £68.95 

Kowa  TSN  25  x 40  x Eyepieces  £44  95 

Kowa  ISN  20-60  Zoom  £98.95 

Oplolylh  TBS  80  £320.00 

Oplolyth  TB  80  £344.00 

Eyepieces  Optolylh  TB  20  x WW  £88 
20  x W £56  30  < £57  10  x £58 
Oplolylh  30  x 75  £318.00 

Oplolylh  30x80  £353.00 

Opticron  Piccolo  1 5-60  x 60  £152.00 

Opticron  Classic  22-47  x 75  £157.00 

Oplicran  20-60  x 60  HR  £193.00 

Spacemasler  15-45  x 60 
and  case  £194.95 

Kowa  TS9  20  x 50  £89.95 

Miradot  Merlin  25  x 60  £99.95 

Kowa  TS602  £169.95 

Kowa  TS  20-60  Zoom  £93  00 

Habichl  23x70  BGA  £216  00 


TRIPODS 

Opticron  Tripod 
Slik  D2  Tripod 
Slik  88  Black  Diarnprid 
Slik  Cameraman 
Slik  Mini  450  G 
Tripod  Carrying  Strap 
Car  Window  Mounl 
Universal  Mount 
Haw3-in-l  Hide  Clamp 


£59  70 
£69  95 
£75.95 
£49  95 
£23  95 
£6  95 
£21  95 
£21  95 
£36.95 


ORDER  IWW  tor  "By  Return" 
Dispatch.  Binoculars  and 
Telescopes  £2.50p  post  and 
insurance  send  cheque  or 
Visa/Access  accepted  by 
phone!  Stamps  (50p).  For 
illustrated  Discount  Price  List , 
and  Coloured  Brochures  on 
over  200  Models 

CALLERS  WELCOME! 

Our  Showrooms  are  only  7 
minutes  from  Ml  Exit  15  or  16 
and  2 min.  walk  from  railway. 

Early  closing  Thursday  1 p.m. 
Prices  correct  2nd  March  1988 
subject  to  change  availability. 


A.  Rhawkins 


N’PTON  9 MAREFAIR 

NORTHAMPTON NN1 1SR 
TELEPHONE  0604/39674  (D316) 


LTD 


Cygnus  Wildlife 


r tm 


Spring  tours  include 
ZIMBABWE  £1690, 
HUNGARY  £590, 
AUSTRIA  £660, 

SOVIET  ASIA  & SIBERIA  £1.275. 

Other  departures 
later  in  the  year  to 
NEPAL,  CAMARGUE, 
ARIZONA,  KENYA,  BHUTAN, 
GALAPAGOS.  ETHIOPIA  and 
FALKLAND  ISLANDS 


For  further  details  contact: 

Cygnus  Wildlife  Holidays 
96  Fore  Street 
Kingsbridge 
S Devon  TQ7  1 PY 
Tel:  (0548)  6178 
Telex:  45772 


(D302) 


ANNOUNCING: 

RAPTOURS 

Join  Bill  Clark, 
author  of  N.Am. 
raptor  guide 
on  a raptor 
watching  tour. 

* Aug  88  Trinidad. 

Intro  to  Neotropical 
Raptors. 

* Sept  88  Cape  May 
Raptor  Workshop. 

* Oct  88  Israel  (&  Cyprus). 
Eleonora's  & Sooty  Falcons 
+ raptor  migration. 

and  many  other  exciting  tours, 
workshops.  & 3-day  weekends. 

RAPTOURS 

Box  8008.  Silver  Spring. 

MD  20907,  USA  (D310) 
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APRIL  PUBLICATION 


Birds  of  the 
Middle  East  and 
North  Africa 

by  P.  A.  D.  Hollom 

R.  F.  Porter, 

S.  Christensen 
and  Ian  Willis 

This  long-awaited  companion 
bird-guide  includes  all  known  breeding, 
wintering,  migratory  and  accidental 
species  in  the  region,  from  Morocco  to 
Iran  and  Arabia  Over  700  species  are 
covered,  of  which  Ian  Willis  illustrates 
more  than  350  species  in  colour, 
showing  sex,  age  and  seasonal 
differences  where  appropriate;  in 
addition  there  are  many  black  and 
white  identification  drawings  in  the  text 
The  latter  treats  identification  with 
especial  thoroughness  in  the  species 
accounts  but  there  are  also  sections  for 
voice,  habitat  and  status. 

A special  feature  is  the  510  two-colour 
breeding  distribution  maps  which 
provide  more  up  to  date  information 
than  is  to  be  found  in  any  comparable 
source. 

The  authors  have  long  associations 
with  the  region  and  this  distillation  of 
their  knowledge  and  expertise  has 
provided  a much  needed  guide  of 
unequalled  excellence. 

22  x 14cm.  280  pages  plus  40  colour 
plates,  distribution  maps,  many  line 
Illustrations,  £14.00  net 

T & A D POYSER 


limit 


"/  can  only  compliment  the 
manufacturers  on  producing 
such  a good,  low-cost  telescope.  ” 
(British  Birds  Vol  79  No  10 
October  1986). 


MERLIN  Series  Short  Tube 
Straight  Through  Spotting 
Scopes  - 50mm /60mm /75mm. 


This  compact,  all  purpose 
spotting  scope  is  ideal  for  field 
use.  Includes  standard  thread 
tripod  mount  and  fully  coated 
optics.  Comes  complete  with 
20  x /25x  /30x  eyepiece  and 
protective  lens  caps.  Inter- 
changeable eye-pieces  available. 

The  Mirador  factory  in  Tokyo 
has  been  producing  fine  optical 
equipment  for  the  world's  more 
serious  birdwatchers  since  1 951 . 

For  full  information  just  send 
an  s.a.e.  to: 

IVAii'orlsM* 

I VIII  UVIV/I 

55  Brewery  Road, 

London  N7  9QU 

(D173) 
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BOOKS 
ON  BIRDS 


Catalogue  on  request 

WHELDON  & 
WESLEY  LIMITED 

LYTTON  LODGE 
CODICOTE 
Nr.  HITCHIN 
HERTS.  SG4  8TE 

Tel.  Stevenage  (0438)  820370 

(D274) 


CRYING  OUT  for 


a good  birding 
holiday  in 


SCOTLAND? 


LINNAEA  TOURS  offers: 

• Approximately  1 15  breeding  species 
in  a 12  mile  radius  of  home  base. 

• Comfortable  country  house  accom- 
modation with  single  rooms  avail- 
able and  quality  meals  served. 

• Guided  day  trips  into  Angus,  Perth- 
shire and  Kincardine  using  a large 
car. 


• Maximum  groups  of  six. 

• One  week  including  accommoda- 
tion, all  meals,  transport  and  guide 
£155. 

Brochure  from  N.  Benvie,  Heughhead, 
by  Arbroath  024  12  253. 

(1)293) 


Classified  Advertisements 

All  advertisements  must  be 

PREPAID 

and  sent  to 

British  Birds  Advertising 
Fountains,  Park  Lane,  Blunham, 
Bedford  MK44  3NJ. 

Telephone  0621  815085 

Rates 

(including  15%  VAT) 

£2.10  a line — average  of  6 words 

£8.00  a centimetre — 

min.  2 centimetres 

Box  Number  counts  as  2 words  is 

£1.00  extra  per  insertion 

Replies  should  be  sent  to  the 

above  address 

Series  Discounts 

3 insertions  for  the  price  of  2 
6 insertions  for  the  price  of  4 


Copy  Date 
5th  of  month 
preceding  publication 

Please  post  early 
to  avoid  disappointment. 


British  Birds 

is  most  grateful  to  those 
companies  which  support 
the  magazine  by  their 
sponsorship: 


Sponsors  of 
the 

Rarities  Committee 


Sponsors  of 
‘ Monthly 
marathon ’ 

Christopher  Helm  1 

and  ?yp 

Collins  "T” 

Sponsors  of 
‘ Bird 

Illustrator  of 
the  Year ’ 


b\V>A' 

Sponsors  o) 

‘ Bird 

Photograph 
of  the  Year  ’ 


telescopes 
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HO  LID  A Y ACCOMMODATION 
ENGLAND 

CLEY 
5 miles 
Bargain 
Breaks 
(BB.184) 

FARM  COTTAGES  between  Lindisfarne  Re- 
serve and  I he  Fames.  Comfortable  and  well 
equipped.  Sorry  no  pets.  Brochure:  Mr  J. 
McNish.  Outchester  Farm,  Belford,  Northum- 
berland. Tel:  066  83  336.  (BB386) 

WEST  SUSSEX.  Black  Mill  House  Hotel,  Bog- 
nor  Regis.  Sea,  Marine  Gardens,  300  yds. 
Cocktail  bar,  games  room,  enclosed  garden.  Car 
park.  Visit  Arundel  Wildfowl  Trust.  Mini-Breaks 
from  £17.00,  inch  R/B — 2 days  SEE  Tourist 
Board  3 Crowns.  Brochure.  Tel:  0243 
821945.  (BB480) 

RYDAL.  Three  cottages,  sleep  4 and  6,  weekly- 
lets.  Fisher  Hoggarth,  52  Kirkland,  Kendal.  Tel: 
0539  22592,  office  hours.  ( BB460) 

SHROPSHIRE  meres,  mosses  and  canal. 
Maisonette  in  lovely  country  house.  S/c  sleeps  3- 
4.  SAE  for  details:  Jebb,  The  l.yth,  Ellesmere 
SY120HR.  Tel:  069  171  2339.  (BB461) 

NORTH  YORKSHIRE.  Holiday  cottages  in 
grounds  of  Manor  House  on  village  green. 
Sleeps  2 or  4.  All  modernised,  fully  equipped 
and  self  contained.  Brochure  from  Hopkins, 
Galphay  Manor,  Ripon.  Tel:  Business  hours 
0423  509771  other  076583  205.  (BB448) 

ISLES  OF  SCILLY  Seaview  Moorings,  St. 
Mary’s.  Personal  service  from  resident 
proprietors,  lonv  and  Linda.  Overlooking 
harbour,  close  to  quay  and  town — licensed — in- 
room tea  and  coffee  making  facilities — extensive 
breakfast  menu — pets  welcome.  SAE  for  details 
or  telephone  Tony  or  Linda  Dingley  on  0720 
22327.  ’ (BB360) 

‘ORCHARD  HOUSE’,  Thornham,  Norfolk. 

B/B  and  S/C.  048  526  259.  (BB4I7) 

1 5TH  C.  COACHING  INN  midway  Ross/ 
Hereford  amidst  gentle  wooded  hills,  two  fields 
from  River  Wye.  A comfortable  and  informal 
place  wtih  proper  emphasis  on  real  food,  real 
ales  and  civilised  prices.  Log  fires.  C.H.  15 
bedrooms  inc.  four  poster,  all  en-suite,  tea/ 
coffee,  colour  T.V..  Radio,  Hair  Dryers,  Trouser 
Presses  etc,  Egon  Ronay,  Relais  Routier.  E.T.B. 
Three  Crowns,  A. A.  and  R.A.C..  2 Stars.  Charm- 
ing self  catering  cottages  also  available.  Apply 
the  Green  Man  Inn,  Fownhope,  Hereford  HR1 
4 PE.  Tel:  (0432  77)  243.  (BB470) 

COUNTRY  COTTAGES  between  Alnwick  & 
Belford  sleep  up  to  6.  Fully  equipped,  self- 
catering, available  throughout  the  year.  Well 
placed  for  Holy  Island  & Fame  Islands,  Cheviot 
Hills  and  many  places  of  natural  beauty.  S.A.E.: 
Lady  Gadsden,  606  Gilbert  House,  Barbican. 
London  F.C2Y8BD.  Tel:  01 -638  9968.  (BB303) 
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Tur  Beautiful  Georgian  Hotel 

f **111,  Excellent  hood  & Accommodation 

LAWNS  Hoil,  Norfolk. 
//07RAA(°263)  7.3390  rac 


r Churehwood 
Valley 

South  Devon 

Self-Catering 

Holiday  Cabins 

BIRDS  - ARE  YOU  INTERESTED ? 


100  acres  of  Woodland  and  Coastal  Preservation 
Area,  listed  as  of  Outstanding  natural  beauty'  and 
frequently  referred  to  in  handbooks  on  bird  life  A 
protected  area  of  varied  habitat,  other  Spring 
Autumn  migration  points  are  within  easy  reach 
together  with  bird  sanctuaries  of  Devon  and  Corn- 
wall. Nature  conservation  can  succeed,  we  have 
built  a number  of  quality  log  cabins  in  this  peaceful, 
wooded  valley.  The  cabins  have  bird  tables,  nest 
boxes  and  large  view  picture  windows  (the  birds  can 
watch  the  people  inside!)  Yes.  they  have  central 
heating  and  colour  TV,  in  fact  are  very  comfortable, 
they  have  to  be  for  birdwatching  families  to  enjoy  a 
relaxing  holiday  There  is  a licensed  shop,  riding 
stables,  launderette  and  good  walks,  sailing  Dart- 
moor National  Park  and  the  City  of  Plymouth  are 
near  at  hand.  We  are  AA  listed  and  Tourist  Board 
graded  May  we  send  you  our  brochure9 

Churehwood,  Wembury  Bay, 

Nr  Plymouth,  Devon  PL9  0DZ. 

Tel:  (0752)  862382  (24  hr) 


CLEY.  Attractive  house  in  village,  four  bed- 
rooms, large  garden,  garage,  c.h.  Available  all 
year.  Details  from  Mrs  E.  Album,  47  Lyndale 
Avenue.  London  NW2.  Tel:  01-431  2942. 

(BB348) 

EXMOOR  for  country  and  animal  lovers.  Farm- 
house accommodation,  bed  and  breakfast  and 
evening  meal,  or  self-catering  cottage.  Details 
from:  French,  Brendon  Barton,  Lynton,  Devon. 
Tel:  059 87  201.  (BB387) 

NORTH  NORFOLK.  B.B.  in  comfortable 
home.  Secluded  position  in  2 acres  near 
Fakenham — equidistant  to  all  North  Coast 
Reserves— 0.3282942.  (BB265) 

NORTH  NORFOLK.  On  coastal  footpath, 
close  reserves,  marsh  views.  Shipyard  studio,  self 
catering,  sleeps  5;  also  bed  and  breakfast  at  East 
House, Wells.  0328  710408.  (BB490) 

SALTHOUSE.  BUNKS  FOR  BIRDERS  in 
house  overlooking  reserve.  Bunkroom  sleeps  4. 
C.H.,  duvets.  Suit  carload  of  birders.  Own 
sitting-room.  Bunks  singlv  £4.  Bunk  + B from 
£5.  B + B from  £7.  Liz  Harris.  Cley  (0263) 
740243.  (BB501 ) 

CLEY.  3 Quality  cottages  (sleep  4,  6 and  6+2). 
Quiet.  Comfortable.  Excellent  value.  Brochure: 
(0353)740770.  (BB502) 

ISLES  OF  SCILLY,  Mincarlo  Guest  House,  St. 
Mary’s.  Superblv  situated  in  own  grounds  over- 
looking the  harbour.  Write  to:  Colin  Duncan  or 
Tel:  0720  22513.  (BB503) 

NR  MINSMERE,  delightful  converted  barn. 
Sleeps  6-7.  Fully  equipped  & linen  provided. 
Turner,  N ine  Cottage,  The  Street,  Middleton. 
Saxmundham.  Tel:  Westleton  208  after  6 pm. 

(BB170) 
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The  Park  Hotel 

West  Kirby 


Ideally  situated  for  the  famous  Hilbre 
Island  bird  sanctuary  and  the  Wirral 
Park  nature  walks. 

Dinner,  bed  and  breakfast  from  £1 6 in 
a very  comfortable  Hotel.  Licensed 
bar.  Groups  welcome. 

Tel:  061-625  9319 

(BB443) 


WELLS  4 miles.  Modernised  flint  cottage  at 
Binham.  Sleeps  4-6.  Children  and  pets  welcome. 

( )pen  all  year.  CH,TV,  carport.  1 cl:  0883  7 15579. 

(BB521) 

MINSMERE  12  miles.  BB  or  BB&E 
meals.  Excellent  farmhouse  cooking  with 
friendly  atmosphere.  Daily  or  weekly  rates. 
Tel:  Ubbeston  (098683)  235  for  reserva- 
tions. (BB522) 

NORTH  NORFOLK— Glavenside  guest  house 
in  Letheringsett.  5 miles  inland  from  sea  at 
Blakeney,  Cley  and  Salthouse.  River  Glaven 
works  adjoining  mill  & flows  through  4 acres  of 
garden  on  its  way  to  sea  at  Cley.  Tel:  Holt  (0263) 
713181.  (BB530) 

SCILLY  ISLES.  Holiday  flat.  Details  0720 
22935.  (BB5.32) 

COTTAGES  GALORE.  We  have  some  200 
delightful  cottages  in  all  parts  of  Britain.  A great 
variety  of  individual  properties,  all  inspected. 
Prices  £20  to  £50  per  person  per  week.  Get  our 
free  colour  brochure:  Amato  Cottage  Holidays, 

22  High  Street.  Alton,  Hampshire  GU34  1BN. 
Tel:  0420  88892.  (BB533) 

EXMOOR.  Peaceful  s/catering  c/heated  holiday 
homes  in  National  Trust  Village.  Marshes, 
woods  and  moorland- — rich  in  birdlife.  Reduced 
spring/autumn  terms.  Open  all  year.  Stamp  to 
Sheila  Wright,  Pack  Horse,  Allerford,  nr  Mine- 
head.  Tel:  0643  862475.  ( BB535) 

ISLES  OF  SCILLY,  The  Wheelhouse,  St. 
Marys.  Licensed  Guest  House.  Open  all 
year  round,  good  food  and  comfortable 
surroundings  next  to  the  log  count  venue. 
Tel:  0720  22719.  (BB536) 

NORFOLK.  CLEY-NEXT-SEA  1 MILE.  Flint 
stones  Guest  House,  Wiveton  Holt.  Full  C/H, 
H&C,  tea/coffee  making  facs.  Col  TV  all  rooms. 
Evening  meal  optional.  Open  nearly  all  year. 
Please  ring  for  brochure.  Sorrv  No  Smoking.  Tel: 
0263  740337.  (BB539) 


RYE  SUSSEX  (ADJACENT  RESERVE)  sec  lu- 

ded  coastguard  cottage,  sleeps  6.  SAE:  Mill 
House,  Peasmarsh  (T  el:  340),  Rye.  (BB444) 

EXHAUSTED  PARENT/FRUSTRATED 
TWITCHER?  Woolston  House,  South  Devon 
could  answer  your  holiday  or  break  needs.  We 
offer  high  standards  of  comfort  and  facilities  for 
parents  who  need  a rest.  Our  location  in  the 
South  Hams  is  ideal  for  birdwatching  from  the 
I'.xe  to  the  Fay.  Contact  Helen  or  Peter  Mound 
on  Kingsbridge  (0548)  550341.  Ashley  Courte- 
nay recommended.  (BB514) 

WINDMILL  AND  TWO  COTTAGES.  Five 
miles  Blakeney.  Phone  01-883  8137  for  colour 
brochure.  (BB488) 

WELLS,  NORFOLK  B&B.  (Tourist  Board 
recommended.)  H.&C.,  Tea  and  Coffee  facilities 
and  TVs  in  all  rooms.  Sylvia  Strong,  The 
Cobblers  (0328)  710155.  ( BB359) 

PEMBROKESHIRE,  Broad  Haven.  Modern 
chalet,  sleeps  6,  TV'  and  Microwave.  Hildick- 
Smith,  Redmarley  Orchards,  Great  Willey, 
Worcester. Tel:  Great  Willey  308.  (BB447) 

UNPARALLELED  LOCATION  N/Norfolk 
coast,  2 chalets,  2 flats,  CH.  available  all  year. 
Sea  views,  adj.  Nat.  Trust  woodland.  Riding, 
Golf,  R/station.  Brochure:  Monksmead  Country 
House,  West  Runlon,  Croiner,  Norfolk  NR27 
9LU.  Tel:  West  Runton  (026 375)  265.  (BB347) 

BLAKENEY — we  offer  comfort,  warmth,  bed 
and  breakfast,  own  bathroom  and  sitting  room 
Tel:  Cley  740876.  (BB409) 

HOLY  ISLAND.  2-bed  house,  sleeps  4/6.  C.H 
well-equipped.  Tel:  06614  2345.  (BB330 

NR.  NTH  NFK  RESERVES  Licensed  Guest 
House  run  by  birders  for  birders.  Jean  & Tony 
Bellars,  Haydn  House,  Avenue  Road,  Hunstan- 
ton. Tel:  331 15.  (BB272) 

LANDS  END.  17th  century  farmhouse.  S/C.  2 
bedrooms:  sleeps  7 4-  cot.  Pets  welcome.  Colour 
TV,  linen  provided,  elec  included,  '/i  mile 
airport  for  Scilly  Isles.  From  £90  p.w.  Brochure 
(0736)871242.  (BB509) 

SIBTON  (NR  MINSMERE),  The  White  Horse 
Inn.  A charming  16th  century  freehouse  in  3 
acres,  en  suite  accommodation  available  in 
modern  block,  bed  & breakfast  or  weekly  rates. 
Ample  car  parking.  CC  location  site.  Bar  snacks 
or  rest,  meals  avail.  Tel:  Peasenhall  337.  (BB365) 

ISLES  OF  SCILLY.  Santa  Maria.  Sally  Port.  St 
Mary’s.  A licensed  guest  house  ideally  situated 
100  yards  from  the  monitoring  and  information 
centre  for  birdwatchers  at  Porthcressa.  Home 
cooking  and  a warm  welcome  awaits  you  from 
Roger  and  Pamela  Savage.  Smart  flatlet  for  2 
persons  also  available.  Tel:  0720  22687.  (BB212) 

N.  W.  NORFOLK.  Luxury  S/C  Flat  in  Country 
House.  All  mod.  cons,  inch  stairlift.  Sleeps  4. 
Pel:  Docking  (04858)  365.  (BB420) 
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CETTI’S  WARBLER,  Ring-hills  ai  Radipole 
Nature  Reserve;  migrations  at  Portland  Bill. 
R&B  or  self-catering  accommodation  in  super!) 
surroundings  at  edge  of  Fleet  Nature  Reserve, 
Weymouth,  Dorset.  Home  cooking.  Warm  wel- 
come. Mrs  Mowlam,  t>  Fleet  I.ane,  Chickerell, 
Weymouth.  Dorset  DT3  4I)F.  (0305) 

772268.  (BB404) 

OLD  HUNSTANTON,  NORFOLK.  Oxerlook- 
ing the  Wash.  Fully  equipped  holiday  cottages, 
col  IV,  gas  CH.  Close  beach,  available  all  year. 
Mrs  Lindsay,  4 Marks  Road,  Warlingham,  Sur- 
rey CR3  9SH.  Tel:  Upper  Warlingham  (088-32) 
2013.  (BB302) 

EXCELLENT  SHORTBRF.AKS.  For  3 nights 
db&b  in  a double  or  twin  room  with  private 
bathroom,  radio,  I A .,  tea/coffee  making  facili- 
ties in  a delightful  Country  House  Hotel.  Magni- 
ficent views  of  Skiddaw  and  Derwent  Valley. 
Very  close  Bassenthwaite  Lake.  £79.50  jx-r  per- 
son. (7  nights  £165.)  Please  write  or  phone  for 
brochure.  Fhwaite  Howe  Hotel.  I hornt hwaile, 
Keswick,  Cumbria.  Tel:  059-682281 . (BB 149) 

COMFORTABLE  FLAT  in  beautiful  Lyth  \ al- 
ley, sleeps  1,  Windermere  6 miles,  children 
welcome.  Also  one  caravan.  Bell,  Fellside  Farm, 
Crosthwaite,  Kendal.  Tel:  Crosthwaile  312. 

(BB  1 42) 

NR  MINSMF.RE.  Bed  and  breakfast  at  16th  c. 
moated  farmhouse  in  peaceful  country  setting. 
Hill  House. Sibton  Tel:  Yoxlord 662.  (BB393) 

NORFOLK.  Holiday  C.halets,  quiet  country 
site.  Burgh  Castle,  near  Broads,  coast,  bird- 
watching.  Sleep  2/4/6,  TV,  Shop.  From  £45  p.w 
378B  Dereham  Road,  Norwich  (Tel: 
623368).  (BB466) 

LAKE  DISTRICT.  Ivy  House,  Hawkshead.  Nr 
Ambleside.  Small  family  run  hotel,  sensibly 
priced.  Telephone  David  or  Jane  Vaughan  for 
brochure  on  09666  204.  (BB407) 

NORTH  NORFOLK.  B1NHAM.  Comfortable 
cottage,  garage,  garden,  sleeps  4.  Pels  welcome. 
Open  all  year.  Tel:  032875  539.  (BB354) 

FARM  COTTAGES  between  Holy  Island.  The 
Fames  and  Cheviots.  Comfortable,  well  equip- 
ped. Mrs  Nixon,  Swinhoe,  Belford,  Northumber- 
land. Tel:  066  83  370.  (BB285) 


SI.APTON  well  equipped,  self-contained 
wring/ bungalow  in  1 _•  acres.  Sleeps  4-6.  Sea  v iew 
From  £70  per  week.  I el:  0518  580952.  Hillcrest. 
Wood  Lane,  Siapton,  Devon.  (BB455) 

SCOTLAND 

SPEY  VALLEY,  beautiful  secluded  informal 
country  hotel,  2 miles  from  village  of  Carrbridge. 
Excellent  Birdwatching  amidst  Moorland. 
Forest,  River  and  1-akes.  Home  cooking,  full 
central  heating,  drying  room.  Ospreys  and 
('.rested  Tits  local.  Hotel  geared  to  Birdwatchers 
and  their  families.  Terms  £90.00  per  week  l)/B, 
B.  Brochure  from  Maureen  and  Larrv  Taulbut, 
The  Old  Manse  Hotel,  Carrbridge,  Inverness- 
shire.  Tel:  (047  984)  278.  A warm  welcome 
guaranteed.  (BB430) 

SPEY  VALLEY.  Carrbridge  Area,  luxury  cara- 
van. Shower,  toilet,  quiet  private  site.  £125.00 
per  week  inclusive.  Tel:  047  984  278.  ( BB43 1 ) 

GALLOWAY.  Hills,  lochs,  lorest^  and  sea. 
Speciality,  birds  ol  prev  and  waterfowl.  High 
quality  self-catering  houses,  cottages,  flats.  De- 
tails send  30p  stamp  to:  G.  M Thomson  & Co. 
27  King  Street.  ( aist  le  Douglas.  (BB33  4) 

YELL,  SHETLAND.  V self-catering  collage 
0957  2216.  (BB4-45) 

SPEY  VALLEY.  BAB  Warm,  comfortable  bun- 
galow. The  Spinney.  Carrbridge  (047  981) 
251.  (BB485) 

1S1.E  OF  GIGHA,  \rgvllshire.  For  a holidav 
surrounded  b\  natural  beauty,  sandv  beat  lies, 
exotic  gardens,  birds,  wild  llowers.  good  food 
and  comfortable  accommodation.  Please  contact 
Mrs  Mi  Sporran.  Post  Office  House  058-33 
251.  (BBI75) 

ISLE  OF  MULL..  \ small  guest  house  and  farm 
in  lovely  countryside  a mile  from  Dervaig  village. 
2 miles  from  coast.  The  liest  of  home  cooking  in 
the  Highland  tradition.  W rite  to  Jennv  Matthew. 
Ardrioch.  Dervaig.  Isle  of  Mull,  or  tel:  068  81 
264.  (BB392) 

CAIRNGORMS  Nethvbridge  near  Xviemore. 
Choice  of  unique  converted  smiths,  hay  loft, 
cottages  and  bungalows.  Wry  comfortable,  well 
furnished,  central  heating  and  col.  TV  from  £80- 
£285  pw.  Mrs  C.  Patrick.  Chapelton  Place, 
Forres.  Tel:  0309  72505.  ( BB362) 


British  Birds 

The  month lv  for  British  Birdwatchers 

y 

If  you  rent  Holiday  Accommodation  in  a bird  watching  area  then  you  should 
advertise  in  British  Birds;  the  established  birdvvatching  monthly  for  Britain's  Birders. 

With  over  40,000  genuine  bird  enthusiasts  reading  British  Birds  every  month, 
where  else  would  you  find  such  a unique  and  specialised  readership. 

The  continued  expansion  of  the  British  Birds  holiday  section  shows  that 
advertising  really  works. 

To  find  out  details  of  advertising  rates  and  our  special  series  discounts  phone 
Sandra  Barnes  062 1 81 5085.  ( BB325) 
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Holiday 

($C0tl*+vd)  Ltd 


We  have  over  500  furnished  cottages/ 
wooden  chalets  scattered  throughout 
Scotland. 

Why  not  send  for  our  FREE  colour 
brochure.  Write,  enclosing  a 1st  class 
stamp  to:  HOLIDAY  COTTAGES 
(SCOTLAND)  LTD.,  Thorncroft, 
Lilliesleaf,  Roxburghshire  TD6  9JD. 
Telephone:  (083  57)  481-485.  (BB367) 


ISLE  OF  MULL.  A stable  converted  into  2 
warm  comfortable  flats.  Frachadil  Farm,  Cal- 
gary. Tel:  068  84  265  or  (0573)  24852.  (BB370) 

ARGYLL,  SEIL  ISLAND.  250  year  old  home 
on  waters  edge  overlooking  Guan  Sound  and 
Mull.  B&B  base  for  interesting  birdwatching, 
touring,  walking,  sleeping,  all  year.  Tim,  Melva 
Goodwin  (M.B.O.U.)  Guan  Ferry,  Seil,  by  Oban, 
Argyll  PA344RB.  08523  258.  (BB479) 

NORTH  WEST  HIGHLANDS.  Dundonnell 
Hotel,  AA/RAC  3 star  and  4 crowns  commended 
by  Scottish  Tourist  Board,  just  south  of  Ulla- 
pool, ideal  location  for  hill  walkers,  birdwatchers 
and  those  who  enjoy  the  open  spaces.  Private 
bathrooms,  col  TV,  full  c.h.  Two  fully  serviced 
luxury  flats  now  available.  Each  sleeps  4 per- 
sons. Send  for  col  brochure/tariff  giving  details 
of  holiday  offers  on  selected  dates,  to  Selbie 
Florence,  Dundonnell  Hotel,  by  Garve,  Ross- 
shire.  Tel:  085  483  234.  (BB492) 


THE  HOTEL,  Isle  of  Colonsay,  Argyll  PA6I 
7YP.  Demi-pension  (Private  bath)  from  £27.50. 
Details,  brochures,  map  (bird  list  on  request). 
Tel:  09512  316.  (BB209) 

WALES 

ANGLESEY.  Excellent  Sea  watching,  Waders, 
Wildfowl  and  Breeders.  Comfortable,  residen- 
tial centre,  wholesome  food,  ideal  for  Club  or 
Group  field  trips.  Local  information  and  advice. 
Ian  Wright,  Outdoor  Alternative,  Rhoscolvn. 
Holyhead  LI  .65  2NQ.  Tel:  0407  860469.  ( BB47 1 ) 

SOUTH  STACK.  Holyhead.  Tan-y-Cytiau 
Country  Guest  House.  Dinner/bed/breakfast. 
Home  cooking,  fresh  produce.  Views  over  cliffs. 
Tel:  Keating,  0407  2763.  Also  self-catering  cot- 
tage available.  (BB403) 

TREGARON.  Cambrian  Coffee  Shoppe.  Home 
cooking.  B&B.  £8.  Em,  £4.50.  Tel:  Mrs  Knight. 
097  44637.  (BB494) 

17th  CENTURY  CHARACTER  COTTAGES 

in  picturesque  setting,  fantastic  views.  Sleeps  2- 
12.  Self-catering.  2 miles  Symonds  5 at  with 
peregrines,  buzzards.  Open  fires  & central 
heating.  AA  recommended.  H.  Smith.  Old  Kilns. 
Howie  Hill.  Ross-on-Wye.  Tel:  0989  62051. 

(BB478) 

ANGLESEY.  Superb  beachside  hotel  with  mag- 
nificent Mews.  Ideal  centre  for  bird  watchers  and 
botanists  in  area  noted  for  its  lakes,  reserves  and 
coastline  of  outstanding  beauty.  Come  to  ‘High- 
ground’  AA/RAC  listed,  licensed,  for  warm 
welcome,  excellent  food  and  accommodation. 
Brochure:  Mrs  Karen  Hayter,  Highground, 
Ravenspoint  Road,  Trearddur  Bay,  Gwynedd 
LL65  2YY.  Tel:  0407  860078.  (BB523) 


FORSINARD  HOTEL,  SUTHERLAND.  Ex- 
cellent accommodation  with  superb  home  cook- 
ing. Warm,  friendly  atmosphere.  In  the  heart  of 
the  ‘Flow  Country’.  For  brochure  telephone 
Halladale  221 . (BB446) 

ISLE  OF  ISLAY,  Eochside  Hotel.  Situated  on 
the  edge  of  Loch  Indaal.  Birdwatching  all  the 
year  round.  Superb  2 star  accommodation  with 
full  central  heating.  All  rooms  have  private 
bathroom  or  shower  with  wash  hand  basin, 
colour  TV,  radio,  telephone  & tea/coffee  making 
facilities.  Fully  licensed.  Brochure  & tariff  from 
proprietor  Mrs  Eileen  McNab.  Eochside  Hotel, 
Bowmore,  Isle  of  Islav,  Argyll  PA43  71. B.  Tel: 
Bowmore  (049-68 1 ) 244/265.  ( BB524) 

ARGYLL  COAST.  Simple  traditional  cottages 
on  quiet  estate.  Nature  Conservancy  SSS1. 
Unspoiled  scenery.  Otters,  wildcats,  much  bird- 
life.  Use  of  dinghy.  Sorry  no  dogs.  SAE:  Mrs 
Maclean,  Ardpalrick,  Tarbert,  Argyll.  Tel: 
(08802)608.  (BB517) 

ISLAY,  GEESE.  Warm  cottages  sleep  8,  7 or  2. 
Lady  Wilson,  Ancala,  Port  Charlotte.  Tel: 
289.  (BB400) 


ABERGYNOLWYN  — bird  watchers/walkers 
paradise.  Peaceful,  scenic  area  of  Mid  M ales. 
Homely  accommodation.  C/H.  H&C.  dogs 
welcome.  B&B  £7/£8,  EM  £3.50.  Details  sae. 
Riverside  Guest  House,  Abergynoiwyn,  Tywyn. 
Gwynedd.  Tel:  0654  77235.  ( BB527) 

PEMBROKESHIRE.  ( Converted  water  mill. 
Sleeps  4.  Available  all  year.  Tel:  0734 
341220.  (BB526) 

IRELAND 

IRISH  COTTAGE.  Magnificent  situation  on 
Dingle  peninsula.  Kerry.  Sea  and  mountain 
birds,  unspoilt  beaches,  countryside  full  of 
flowers,  quietness.  Mod  cons,  sleeps  1,  £70-£l  10 
weekly  plus  electricity.  Gerrards  Cross  (0753) 
88.3082.  (BB476) 

CHANNEL  ISLES 

SARK:  discover  the  wildlife  and  birds  of  Sark, 
one  of  the  smaller  and  quieter  of  the  Channel 
Islands.  Self-catering  accommodation  in  a mod- 
ern Sark  cottage  sleeping  6.  Please  send  for 
coloured  brochure  to  — Duncan  Spence,  La 
Heche,  Sark,  Channel  Isles.  (BB203) 


XXX 


OVERSEAS 

MAJORCA,  NORTH,  familiar  Hotel.  Hall- 
hoard.  Spei  ial  car  hire  rales  in  low  season  lei: 

531998'Oriola’  Pollensa.  (BB454) 

HEART  OF  THE  CAMAROUE  S I ranee. 
Well  equipped  farm  cottage  and  village  house. 
Rogers,  Mas  d Auphan,  l.e  Samhuc,  132(H) 
Arles.  Tel:  (01033)  90989041  or  0327 

842770.  (BB464) 

S.E.  SPAIN  , vva  ders  gal<  >re,  luxury  house.  Sleeps 
3.  Adjacent  salt-pans,  convenient  and  cheap. 
Tel:  0233  28547.  (BR49I) 


AUSTRALIA 

Sydney  to  Cairns  overland.  Temperate  to 
Tropical.  Small  party  3 weeks  29/10/88. 
£1,900  inclusive  Airfare.  TOO  species  OTI). 
Wonga  Tours 

10  Shearman  Road,  Blackheath,  London 
SE3  9HX.  Tel:  01-852  2258 

( BB48H) 


SOUTH  WEST  BRITISH  COLUMBIA, 

Canada.  Bed  and  breakfast,  held  trips.  200  + 
local  species.  BC  total  400+ . Write  for  brochure , 
checklist:  I).  Solecki,  3672  West  1st  Avenue, 
Vancouver,  BC  V6R I H2 Canada.  (BB5I6) 


WILDLIFE  HOLIDAYS 


ANDALUSIAN  SIERRAS:  rambling,  natural- 
ist, pony-trekking  summer  holidays,  f ascinating 
birdlife,  wonderful  scenery.  2 weeks  from  £285 
including  full  board  in  picturesque  white  vil- 
lages, activities,  excursions.  I.indsav  Chapman, 
ti  Kipling  Place,  Eaton  f ord.  Camhs  PE  19  3RC. 
Tel:  0480  2 1 2540.  (BBtb7) 


WEST  OF  IRELAND.  Wildlife  holidays,  natural 
history  courses,  field  studies  facilities  for  individuals 
and  small  groups.  Good  food  and  comfortable 
accommodation  overlooking  Connemara  mountains 
and  I.ough  Corrib.  Guided  tours  to  Connemara,  the 
Burren  and  the  Cliffs  of  Moher.  Contact  Dr  Tony 
Whilde.  Corrib  Conservation  Centre.  Ardnasillagh. 
Oughterard,  Co.  Galway.  ( BB426) 


BIRDWATCH1NG/WILDUFE  lented  Kenya 
Safaris.  22nd  July  to  Masai  Mara,  Samburu, 
Lakes  Nakuru,  Naivasha  and  Baringo.  5th  Au- 
gust to  Amboseli,  Tsavo  Last  and  West,  the 
Indian  Ocean  arid  Lake  )ipe.  2-weeks,  All  Inch 
Jl  1 095.  ADVENTURE  AFRICA,  The  Square, 
Ramshury,  Wiltshire.  (0672-20569).  (BB437) 


Please  mention 
BRITISH  BIRDS 
when  replying  to 
advertisements 


BIRD  1 1 'A  TCHING  HO  LI  I)A  YS 


Autumn  birding  in 
southwest  Ireland 


Two  new  tours  this  Autumn  with  Peter  Harrison 
and  local  Irish  birder  Frank  King 

Pelagic  Seawatch  oft  Cape  Clear  with 
waders  at  Ballycotton  - £355 
American  waders,  wildfowl  and  choughs 
in  Kerry  - £290 


r uvea  mciuue  dir  ir  civet  aria  ail 

excursions  at  sea  and  on  land 
Comfortable  hotel  base  For  full 
details  phone  or  write  to 

BRANT  A Holidays 


1 1 Uxbridge  Street.  London  W8  7TQ 

ni  -95Q  75m  i 


CL1EFTOP  TOURS.  I he  S has  (alien  and  so 
have  our  prices  lo  USA.  II  vou  are  quick  you  can 
still  come  to  Elorida  and  Texas  this  spring  for 
£200  less.  Our  1988  programme  includes  Au- 
stria. f iance  (Camargue,  Corsica.  Pyrenees. 
Breinie  and  Vendee).  Holland.  Portugal.  Spain. 
Sweden.  \lso  world-wide  in  association  with 
Bird  Bonanzas  of  Elorida  Brochure:  c o B E! 

I ravel,  2 Majestic  Parade,  Sandgate  Road. 
Folkestone.  I el:  0303  13777  or  01033  213293b! 


(evenings).  (BB501) 

BETWEEN  CI.EY  AND  TITCHWELL. 
Weekend  Birds  ( nurses.  With  Knowledgeable 
I uition  f ield  trips.  Evening  lectures  in  comfort- 
able surrounds.  At  Ilex  House.  Wells.  Norfolk 
NR23  11)11.  f akenham  710.55b.  (BB472) 


Algari'c  Birdwatch  Limited 
Combine  guided  birdwatching  trips  with  all 
the  normal  attractions  of  a holiday  in  S 
Portugal.  Luxury  self  cat.  accom.  flights 
etc.  arranged 

Telephone  0602  602587  for  details.  (BB315) 

SKOKHOLME/SKOMER  ISLANDS,  PEM- 
BROKESHIRE. Thousands  of  seabirds,  carpets 
of  flowers.  Some  courses.  S.a.e.  Dept  BB. 
WWNTC,  7 Market  Street.  Haverfordwest, 
Dyfed  SA6  1 1 NF.  (BB1 14) 

CALF  OF  MAN  BIRD  OBSERVATORY. 
Hostel  type  accommodation  from  April  to  Octo- 
ber. Details  from  the  Secretary.  The  Manx 
Museum,  Douglas,  Isle  of  Man.  (Tel:  0624 
75522).  (BB484) 

PAPA  WESTRAY,  ORKNEY 

An  island  with  superb  birdlife. 
rare  plants,  seals  and 
archaeology.  Europe's 
largest  tern  colony. 

For  information  on  travel /accommodation: 

B.B.,  Papav  Community  Co-operative  Ltd, 
Beltane  House,  Papa  Westray,  Orkney. 
Telephone  08574  267  or  238  (BB255) 


\x\ 
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"The  great  new  idea  m birdwatching  holidays" 

EILAT  Nov  1988  £287 

Join  daily  minibus  excursions  with  Peter  Grant  & 
Killian  Mullamey,  or  do  your  own  thing  with  low-cost 
car  hire.  Evening  get-together  and  log.  Discount  for 
club  groups.  Details  from: 

SUNBIRDER,  BOX  76C,  Sandy,  Beds  SG19 
IDF  Telephone:  0767  82969  (24  hrs.)  (BB507) 

BIRDWATCHING  IN  SOUTHWEST 
ANDALUCIA 

One  week  with  accommodation.  336  bird 
species  possible,  200 — guaranteed  during 
the  winter  and  breeding  seasons,  including 
Imperial  Eagle,  Crested  Coot,  Purple  Galli- 
nule,  Marbled  Teal,  W hite-headed  Duck, 
etc.  Best  birdwatching  places  around  includ- 
ing Dofiana.  Boats  available  to  observe 
seabirds.  For  free  brochure  and  bird  list, 
contact:  Gl'IAS  I)E  DONANA  S.A., 
Reinolds.  15. G,  21760  Matalascanas,  (Huel- 
va) Spain.  Phone  number  (955) 
430501. (BB518) 

BIRDS  OF  SPEYSIDE:  A week  of  crossbills, 
crested  tits,  ospreys  and  lots  more  at  3-star  Boat 
Hotel  (all  private  facs.);  small  group  with  very 
experienced  leader.  5th- 1 1th  June  1988,  just 
£225  all  inch  Write  to:  Nalureguide  (Caledonia). 
Shiresmill,  Dunfermline  KY 12  8ER.  ( BB  152) 
MIGRATE  TO  FAIR  ISLE  this  year!  Midway 
between  Orkney  and  Shetland  this  beautiful 
rugged  island  oilers  a relaxing  widlife  holiday  for 
all  the.  family.  Enjoy  comfortable  full  board 
accommodation  and  explore  the  island’s  magni- 
ficent cliff  scenery,  fine  seabird  colonies,  migrant 
birds,  flora,  knitwear  and  fascinating  island  life. 
For  details/bookings  write  (sae):  Booking  Dept 
(C),  Fair  Isle  Bird  Observatory,  Fair  Isle,  Shet- 
land, or  tel:  035  12  258.  (BB373) 

TOURS 


Swaziland  &:  Okavango  Swamps 
Fulh  Guided  Bird  & Wildlife  l our. 

1st  May  18  days 

Local  expert  leader.  High  standard  accm. 
Full  Board  £1755  (inch  insurance) 
Kingdom  Fours,  Barton  House, 
Fotherby.  I incs  I.N  1 1 01  | 

Tel:  (0507)  601368 

( BB  157) 

RAPTORS.  Raptor  watching  tours  and  work- 
shops. 1988-1989  schedule  includes:  Trinidad, 
Cape  May,  Israel,  S.  Texas,  Senegal,  Mexico, 
Panama,  Tikal,  Ecuador  and  S.  Arizona.  Fours 
led  by  Bill  Clark,  author  of  new  NA  raptor  guide. 
Write  for  brochure  and  schedule  to  Raptours, 
PO  Box  8008,  Silver  Spring.  Ml)  20907  USA. 

(BB520) 


Sunbirder 

Itirdm/j  p.it  k.ijjc  holid.i\s 


BIRD  REPORTS 


FIFE  BIRD  REPORT  1986.  List,  articles, 
illustrations.  1985  report  still  available.  £2.20 
each  inc.  P&P  from  1)  Dickson.  20  Rosabell 
Street,  KIRKCALDY  KYI  3DW  . (BB183) 

SCOTTISH  BIRD  REPORT  1986.  £3.00  (inc 
p&p)  from  SOG  (SBK),  21  Regent  Terrace, 
Edinburgh  EH7  5BT.  (BB453) 

HERTS  BIRD  REPORT  1986  £3:  back  issues 
£1.  From  HNHS,  6 Castle  Hill,  Berkhamsted 
HP  11  HE.  (BB441) 


THE  BIRDS  OF  THE 
STRAIT  OF  GIBRALTAR 
its  waters  and  northern  shore 

Gibraltar  ornithologists  Dr  Clive  Finlayson  and  Dr  • 
John  Cortes  describe  the  diverse  habitats  and  rich 
birdlife  of  the  European  side  of  the  Strait  of  Gibraltar 
from  the  Guadalquivir  bordering  Donana  to  the 
Mediterranean's  Costa  del  Sol,  from  the  uplands  of 
Ronda  to  the  world-famous  Rock 

Chapters  on  vegetation,  migration  and  conserva- 
tion, and  a comprehensive  systematic  list  of  the 
birds  of  the  area 

A special  10th  Anniversary  issue  of  ALECTORIS, 
the  annual  report  of  the  Gibraltar  Ornithological  & 
Natural  History  Society. 

Available  at  £3  from  the  Secretary,  Gibraltar 
Ornithological  & Natural  History  Society,  8/8  Buena 
Vista  Road,  Gibraltar, 

Details  on  the  GONHS  from  the  Gibraltar 
Museum.  (BB519) 


WILTSHIRE  BIRD  REPORT  1986,  £2.00  inc 
p&p  from  N.  Pleass,  13  Westbrook  Road. 
Swindon,  Wilts  SN2  I PA.  (BB513) 


1986  KENT  BIRD  REPORT  £3.  Special  offer 
1986  4-  1985  £5.50,  both  inch  p&p.  Other  years 
available.  P.  C.  Heathcote,  9 Greenfinches,  New 
Barn.  Kent  I )A3  7NI).  (BB534) 


PERIODICALS 


NATUREWATCHING 

Monthly  magazine-dian  for  people 
who  watch  all  kinds  of  wildlife  — 
places,  habitats,  fauna  and  flora 
Available  on  subscription  onl\  — £15  p.a. 

Southern  Pitts.  Lawrenny.  Pembs  SA68  0PY 

(RR4W) 


PROPERTY  EOR  SALE 


BARN  ELMS,  BARNES,  SW13 

For  sale:  top  floor  balcony  apartment  cen- 
trally positioned  overlooking  Barn  Elms 
reservoirs.  Duck,  grebes,  migrating  terns, 
waders,  oddities. 

Price:  c.  £99,000. 

liniker  information  from  01-748  0475  (evenings). 

(BB538) 
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BOOKS 


HENRY  SOTHF.RAN  l.TD,  ICBP,  RSPB 

London's  leading  ornithological  hook  stockists 

in  stock— 

Rotund:  Nest  Boxes  ot  the  Birds  ot  Britain  and 
Europe.  £12.95.  Isler:  Tanagers.  £65.00 
Kipley:  Kails  of  the  World.  £75(M)  Brownlie: 
Secrets  of  Natural  New  Zealand.  £30.00. 
Wilson:  Birds  of  the  Antarctic.  £9.99. 

R BP,  Bit),  BOl'  Publications  and  a 
surprising  range  of  smaller  books  & reports,  x 
Superb  stock  available  for  browsing. 

2,  3,  4 & Sackville  St,  London  WIX  2DP.  ? 
01-734  I 1 30.  Just  off  Piccadilly.  Mon-Fri  9.00-5.30. 


'BIRD  BOOKS’.  Good  secondhand  books 
bought  and  sold.  Free  catalogue  from,  and  oilers 
to  Brian!  Books,  94  Quarry  Lane,  Krlsall, 
larporley,  Cheshire  CW6  ON  J.  Tel:  01129  51804. 

(BB528) 

B(X)K  ON  BIRDS.  New  and  secondhand, 
catalogue  30p  stamps.  Surplus  books  urgently 
sought.  BB  bought  and  sold.  Open  Monday  to 
Saturday.  Bird  Books  ol  Sevenoaks,  87  London 
Rd,  Sevenoaks.  Kent.  Tel:  07.32  455899.  (BB372) 

QUALITY  BIRD  BOOKS  for  latest  list  write 
to  A.  & H.  Books,  23  Andrew  Road , Tunbridge 
Wells,  Kent.  (BB499) 

BIRD  Sc  NATURAL  HISTORY  books  bought 
and  sold.  Catalogues  issued.  We  are  very  keen  to 
buy  good  quality  stock,  so  if  you  have  surplus 
items  please  allow  us  to  make  you  an  offer — St 
Ann’s  Bookshop,  2 St  Ann’s  Road,  Great 
Malvern,  Wort  s (068  45)  62818.  (BB377) 


SANDERLING  BOOKS 
New  catalogue  now  available 
Free  from 

60  Whitelow  Road,  Chorlton. 

Manchester  M2 1 I HR 
Tel:  061-860  7595  (24  hours) 

(BB458) 


NATURAL  HISTORY  BOOKS.  Secondhand 
and  new,  bought  and  sold.  Catalogues:  J.  E. 
Oliver,  Malt  Cottage,  Croft  Yard.  Wells,  Nor- 
folk. (BB515) 


The  original 

BIRDWATCHER’S 

LOGBOOK 


The  most  concise  way  to  record  your 
observations.  Monthly,  annual  and  life 
columns  for  762  species,  plus  1 59 
diary  pages  Send  £5.50  to: 

Coxton  Publications, 


9 St.  Mary’s  Road.  Mortimer,  Reading, 
Berks.  RG7  3UE. 


ORNITHOLOGICAL  GUIDES  in  the  Let's 
look  at  . . . series,  Majorca  S\\  Spain.  The 
Camargue,  Montenegro,  Ethiopia.  Eastern  Au- 
stria. South  Morocco.  North  East  Greece.  Van- 
couver and  I he  Roc  kies.  Sri  Lanka.  Lapland  and 
Arctic  Norway.  The  Gambia.  North  West  Tur- 
key and  N.  India.  £2.80  per  copy.  Omit  holidays. 
1-3  Victoria  Drive,  Bognor  Regis,  Sussex  l’()2l 
2PW.  ( BB 493) 

RARE  AND  SECONDHAND  hooks  on  birds, 
natural  history,  gardening  and  held  sports 
bought  and  sold.  Peter  Blest,  Wateringbury. 
Maidstone,  Kent.  Tel:  0622  812940.  ( B B 198 ) 

MEINER  I ZHAGEN,  RICKMAN,  MOREAU 
and  LACK.  Rare  titles  by  these  and  other 
authors.  For  catalogue  write  to:  Barnhill  Books. 
Strathwhillan.  Brodick.  Isle  of  Arran  KA27  8BQ. 
Tel:  0770  2384.  (BB506) 


SC( ) TUSH  ORNTTHOLI  JOISTS’ CLUB 

THE  BIRD  BOOKSHOP 

( )vcr  8(10  titles  in  stock  ( redd  ( arris  an  cpted 
Free  catalogue  fnittt: 

I be  Bird  Bookshop.  St )( , 21  Regent  Terrace. 
Edinburgh  1.H7  581  Tel:  031-556  6042  (21  hours! 

iBBI'Hl) 

BOOKS.  Scarce  and  out-of-print  books  on 
ornithology'  and  natural  history  of  all  lands. 
Catalogues  of  books  issued.  Books  on  all  aspects 
of  natural  history  and  held  sports  purchased. 
David  A.  H.  Grayling,  Crosby  Ravensworth, 
Penrith.  Cumbria  CAI0  3JP.  fel:  09315 
282.  (BB5I0) 

BIRD  BOOKS.  1813-1986.  Large  S.A.h.  for 
catalogue.  Crack  Books,  Sawmill  Cottages, 
Burt  on-in- 1. onsdale.  Camforth,  Lancs,  t B R 177) 


To  advertise  in  British  Birds 
Please  phone  SANDRA  BARNES 

0621  815085  for  details 
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Please  order 
all  your 

BIRD  BOOKS 
from 

‘BRITISH 

BIRDSHOP’ 

Please  use  the  Jonn  on  the 
cut-out  page  in  this  issue. 

The  purchase  of  books  and 
recordings  through 
‘British  BirdShop’ 
subsidises  every  subscription, 
and  adds  extra  pages 
and  extra  photographs 
to  every  issue  of 
British  Birds  , uor , ,, 


FOR  SALE 


BANNERMAN,  Birds  of  British  Isles,  com- 
plete, dust  wrapper,  £275.00.  Tel:  (0767) 
82462.  (BB5I2) 

BRITISH  BIRD  VOCABULARY  I 2-Cassette 
Series  in  six  volumes.  Also  specially  prepared 
Single  Cassette  Sound  Guides.  SAE  to  Lewis, 
Rosehill  House,  Lyonshall  HR5  3HS.  (BB525) 

SECONDHAND  BOOKS  on  Birds  and  Natural 
History1  for  sale.  Send  stamp  for  list.  B.  R. 
Squires,  10  Whitehill  Road.  Barton,  Beds. 

(BB529) 

ZEISS  MIRROR  TELESCOPE.  30  x 60  B/GA. 
Manual  focusing  and  Velbon  Tripod.  Little 
used.  £300. Tel:  Epsom  26539.  (BB531) 

BIRD  JOURNAL  BACKNUMBERS  SUP- 
PLIED. (BB.  Bird  Study,  County  Reports,  etc.), 
David  Morgan,  Whitmore,  Umberleigh,  Devon. 

(BB537) 


WANTED 


PHOTOGRAPHERS.  New  wildlife  photo- 
graphic agency  seeks  photographers  with  top 
quality  coverage,  transparency  or  b/white. 
Please  submit  50  examples  and  list  of  other 
subjects  enclosing  return  postage.  Swan,  67 
London  Rd,  Sevenoaks,  Kent  TNI  3 1AU.(BB51 1) 
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British 

Birds 


The 

British  Birds 

Binder 

It’s  so  easy  and  tidy  with  the  British  Birds  Binder  to 
file  your  copies  away.  Each  binder  is  designed  to 
hold  twelve  issues  and  the  index,  and  is  attractively 
bound  and  blocked  with  the  British  Birds  logo. 

Each  issue  is  held  in  place  by  a removable  metal  rod. 
So,  you  can  use  a binder  to  store  the  current  year’s 
issues  as  they  arrive,  or  to  hold  a complete  volume 
for  your  bookshelves. 

Price  UK  £6.95  including  postage  & packing. 

Why  not  place  your  order  now?  , BB547) 

Please  use  the  British  BirdShop  order  form. 
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OPTOLYTH 


Choice  of  connoisseurs 


10  x 40  BGA 


TOURING 


The  excellence  of  optical  design  and  construction.  Superb, 
bright,  crystal  clear  image.  Compact,  lightweight,  green 
rubber  armoured.  Field  of  view  is  110m  at  1000m. 

Min.  focus  5m. 

For  the  complete  range  of  Optolyth  products: 

Telescopes,  and  highly  acclaimed  A 'pin  binoculars, 
please  phone  or  write  to  Sole  Importers. 

OFTICRON.  PO.  Box  81,  St.  Albans,  Herts,  AL1  3 NT. 

Tel:  (0727)  56516 

I——  ■ — ■«■■■■■■■■ 


(D317) 


British  Birds 


Volume  81  Number  4 April  1988 

149  Binoculars  and  telescopes  survey  1988  Dr  J.  T.  R.  Sharrock 

160  Seventy-five  years  ago  . . . 

161  Mystery  photographs  130  Manx  Shearwater  P.  G.  Lansdown 
163  First  meeting  of  County  Bird  Recorders  Dr  M.  A.  Ogilvie 
166  Obituary  Bernard  King  (1907-1987)  R.  J.  Prytherch 

170  Monthly  marathon 

1 7 1 Characters  and  taxonomic  position  of  Basra  Reed  Warbler  D.  J.  Pearson 
and  G.  C.  Backhurst 

Notes 

178  Pied-billed  Grebe  catching  fish  attracted  by  man  Bernard  King 

179  Diving  times  and  intervals  of  feeding  Ferruginous  Duck  Bernard  King 

179  American  Golden  Plover  calling  from  ground  Bernard  King 

180  Sanderlings  flocking  with  Turnstones  to  take  bread  Bernard  King 

181  Strategy  of  inland  feeding  Turnstones  Joan  Hampden  Smith  and  Bernard  King 

181  Possibly  melanistic  Kittiwake  in  Cornwall  Bernard  King 

182  Migrating  Swallows  feeding  juveniles  in  flight  Bernard  King 

182  Water  Pipit  feeding  in  close  association  with  man  Bernard  King 

183  Unusually  tame  Water  Pipit  David  A.  Christie 

1 83  Barred  leucistic  Blackbirds  Bernard  King  & Vivian  Stratton 

184  Carrion  Crow  hiding  food  when  attacked,  and  later  recovering  it  Bernard  King 

Announcements 

184  ‘The  Famous  Grouse’  Christmas  whisky  puzzle:  the  solution 

186  Winners  of  free  subscriptions 

186  International  Neotropical  Bird  Society 

186  Raptor  Research  Meeting 

187  Birdwatcher’s  Guides 

187  ‘Birdwatching  with  Bill  Oddie’ 

187  Exclusive  ‘British  Birds’  ties 

187  ‘BWP’  Special  Offer 

187  New  books  in  British  BirdShop 

Requests 

187  Colour-ringed  Dotterels  Rik  Smith 

188'  Records  from  North  Rona  and  Sula  Sgeir  Stuart  Benn 

188  Bad  photographs  Dr  J.  T.  R.  Sharrock 

Reviews 

188  ‘Highlight  the  Wild:  the  art  of  the  Reid  Henrys’  oy  Bruce  Henry  Robert  Gillmor 

189  ‘A  Field  Guide  to  Photographing  Birds  in  Britain  and  Western  Europe’  by  Mike  Hill  and  Gordon 
Langsbury  Don  Smith 

189  ‘British  Bird  Songs  and  Calls’  compiled  and  edited  by  Ron  Kettle  Dr  J.  T.  R.  Sharrock 

190  ‘Shorebirds  in  Australia’  by  Brett  Lane  Tony  Prater 

191  ‘The  New  Environmental  Age’  by  Max  Nicholson  Norman  Moore 

191  ‘Nature  Photography  Yearbook  1987-88:  animals,  plants,  landscapes’  edited  by  Fritz  Polking 
Dr  J.  T.  R.  Sharrock 

192  ‘Identification  Guide  to  North  American  Passerines:  a compendium  of  information  on  identifying, 
ageing,  and  sexing  passerines  in  the  hand’  by  Peter  Pyle,  Steve  N.  G.  Howell,  Robert  P.  Yunick 
and  David  F.  DeSante  Nick  Riddiford 

192  ‘The  Slater  Field  Guide  to  Australian  Birds’  by  Peter  Slater,  Pat  Slater  and  Raoul  Slater 
Nick  Dymond 

193  ‘Birds,  Bogs  and  Forestry’  by  D.  A.  Stroud,  T.  M.  Reed,  M.  W.  Pienkowski  and  R.  A.  Lindsay 
Dr  Kenneth  Taylor 

194  News  and  comment  Robin  Prytherch  and  Mike  Everett 
198  December  reports  Ian  Dawson  and  Keith  Allsopp 
202  Recent  reports  Dr  Mark  Boyd 

Line-drawings:  149  Binoculars  and  telescopes  logo  (P.J.  Grant);  171  Basra  Reed  Warbler  (Norman  Arlott); 
198  Little  Bustard  (Erik  van  Ommen );  199  Pied-billed  Grebe  and  Tufted  Duck  (Dan  Powell)  and  American 
Wigeon  (Erik  van  Ommen);  200  Surf  Scoter  and  Common  Scoters  (Paul  Salomon);  201  Great  Grey  Shrike  (D. 
Numey)  and  Forster’s  Tern  (David  Daly);  202  Shore  Larks  (Darren  Rees) 

Front  cover:  Whitethroat  (Daind  Daly):  the  original  drawing  of  this  month’s  cover 
design,  measuring  18.6  X 20.8  cm,  is  for  sale  in  a postal  auction  (see  page  31  in 
January  issue  for  procedure) 
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OPEN  Mon-Sat,  9-6  (24-hour  phone) 


204  HIGH  STREET 
BARNET,  HERTS. 
EN5  5SZ 

01-449  1445 
01-441  7748 


THE  BINOCULAR  AND  TELESCOPE  SPECIALISTS 


IN  FOCUS  AT  RSPB  BEMPTON 


IN  FOCUS  AT  LEMSFORD  SPRINGS 


Following  successful  Field  Days  at  Lemstord  Springs  in  Hertfordshire  we 
are  pleased  to  announce  a further  Field  Weekend  on  the  9-10  July  at  the 
RSPB  Reserve  at  Bempton  on  the  East  Yorkshire  coast  This  celebrated 
reserve  is  well  known  lor  its  wealth  ol  seabirds  which  populate  the  ckfls  in 
summer  and  its  excellent  observation  facilities 

In  Focus  invite  you  to  |Otn  them  during  the  weekend  to  sample  and 
purchase  a range  ot  quality  viewing  instruments  whether  your  interests  are 
binoculars  or  telescopes  It  you  would  like  to  receive  an  invitation  to  the 
viewing  facility . and  the  expert  advice  that  will  be  provided  during  the 
weekend  please  write  or  telephone  lor  your  invitation  and  Field  Day 
information  pack  without  delay  It  would  help  us  it  you  could  indicate  when 
you  write  or  1 otophone  your  preferred  day  and  approximate  time  ot  visit 
during  the  weekend 

To  ensure  you  receive  our  individual  attention  preference  will  be  given  to 
those  with  an  invitation  card 


SATURDAY  FtELD  DAYS 
25  JUNE  30  JULY  20  AUGUST 
OPEN  9 30em  - 5pm 

With  the  kind  co-operation  ot  the  Herts  and  Middx  WildMe  Trust  In  Focus 
are  now  able  to  otter  customers  a unique  opportunity  to  use  compare  and 
purchase  quality  optical  equipment  under  tietd  condrtons  Lemstord  Springs 
Nature  Reserve  is  situated  approximately  20  miles  north  of  London  and  « 
lust  1 5 mins  drive  from  June  23  on  the  M25  motorway  This  compact  well 
managed  reserve  has  a good  variety  of  bird  life  and  customers  can  expect 
good  views  ol  water  and  woodland  birds  Visitors  are  invited  to  take 
advantage  ot  the  ample  parking  to  the  right  ot  the  reserve  gale  (hen  make 
their  way  to  reception  At  this  point  customers  can  dscuss  their  rxWiduai 
requirements  with  our  technical  staff  txnocutars  are  issued  trom  th*  port 
and  can  be  used  on  a woodland  walk  or  m a private  r*de  where  a tuB  range 
ot  telescopes  can  also  be  viewed  For  further  information  and  dweehoos 
please  contact  IN  FOCUS 


PERSONAL  CALLERS 

Can  choose  and  setect  trom  our 
comprehenswe  range  ot  equp- 
ment  Compare  Zeiss  with  Leitz 
OpcTyth  with  Kowa  or  Nfcon  We 
are  a completely  independent  com- 
pany whose  only  concern  * that 
our  customers  select  the  correct 
*xstrumert  to#  the*  personal  needs 


PHONE  ORDERS 

Discuss  your  reguvements  with  our 
techrxeal  staff  and  orders  placed 
with  Access  or  V«sa  Cards  w*  be 
despatched  same  day 


ZEISS  WEST  E 

Dialyt  8 * 20B 

Diatyt  10  • 2 SB  ^ISS 

Dialyt  8 ■ 20BA  PR'CE 

Dialyt  8 > 30BGAT  INCREASE 

Dialyt  7 « 42BGAT  PHONE 

Dialyl  10  x 40BT  ON 

Dialyt  10  k 40BGAT  ALL 

Dialyt  8 * S6BGAT  MODELS 

15  • 60  GAT 
Accessones 

Rainguard  5 00 

Eye  cups  (set)  1000 

Lanyard  4 00 

Spare  case  tor  10  ■ 40  26  00 


Leitz  e 

Tnnovida  « 20BC  235  00 

Tnnovid  0 * 20BCA  247  00 

Tnnovid  10  ■ 25BC  247  00 

Tnnovid  10  < 25BCA  259  00 

Case  tor  compact  14  00 

Tnnovid  7 • 3SBA  399  00 

Tnnovid  0 ■ 32BA  445  00 

TnnovxlB  • 40BA  499  00 

Tnnovid  10  • 40BA  499  00 

Tnnovid  10  ■ 40BAN  539  00 

Soli  case  34  00 

Hard  case  40  00 

Rainguard  8 00 

Eye  cups  (set)  16  00 


NIKON  E 

7 x 20B  74  95 

9 x 25B  7995 

8 x 23B  99  95 

8 ■<  20  Root  Prism  134  95 

10 ' 2SFtootPnsm  149  95 

9 x 30  Roof  Prism  239  00 

7 * 35 Action  135  00 

8 x 35  Action  135  00 

10  * 50 Action  165  00 

8 * 30ZCF  189  00 

10  x 35ZCF  209  00 

20  i 60  F.eldscope  269  00 

20  x 60  Fteldscope  Ed  489  00 

1 5 x 30  « 40  x and  60  x 

Eye  pieces  (each ) 65  00 

Filter  nng  14  25 

Ha/e  UV  titter  42  00 

Rubber  Hood  10  25 

Eye  piece  case  795 


SWIFT  E 

Audubon  8 5 » 44  1 79  95 

Osprey  7 5 x 44  1 19  95 


OPTOLYTH  £ 

AlpmB  • 30BGA  186  00 

AlpinB  • 40BGA  200  00 

Alprn  10  - 40BGA  205  00 

Alpm  7 • 42BGA  207  00 

Alprn  10  • 50BGA  221  00 

Rainguard  4 00 

Optolyth30  « 75  318  00 

Optolyth30  • 80  353  00 

Optolyth  TB80  344  00 

Optolyth  TBS80  320  00 

20WA  TBS80  88  00 

20  - 56  00 

50  • 57  00 

40  « 58  00 

Case  lor  scopes  35  00 


OPTICRON  E 

Elite  9 * 35  186  00 

8 * 42HR  1X00 

10  • 42HR  1 14  X 

HR  Body  60mm  128  X 

HR  Body  45  150  X 

HR  Body  GA  60mm  155  X 

20  « 60  * zoom  65  X 

22  « WA  XX 

40  x 28  X 

Case  lor  HR  15  X 

Piccolo  body  107  X 

15  * -60  • zoom  45  X 

Case  lor  Piccolo  1 6 X 

Opticron  tripod  50  95 


KOWA 

TS1  body 

1 55  X 

TS2body 

133  X 

20  x WA 

41  X 

27  . WA 

41  X 

TSN-1 

235  X 

TSN-2 

225  X 

TSN-3 

435  X 

TSN-4 

425  X 

20  x WA 

69  X 

25  • 

45  X 

40  x 

45  X 

20  x -60  x zoom 

99  X 

TS601 

185  X 

TS602 

165  X 

20  * WA 

47  X 

25  x 

41  X 

40  x 

41  X 

20  * -60  x zoom 

93  X 

Case  tor  Kowa 

19  50 

Photo  tot  lor  TSN 

69  X 

FREE  CASE  WHEN 
YOU  BUY  A KOWA’ 


BUSHNELL 

E 

Space  master 

140  X 

1 5 x -45  x zoom 

79  X 

20-60  • zoom 

66  X 

22  • WA 

39  X 

20  * or  40  • each 

34  X 

Photokrt 

25  X 

Casa 

15  X 

New  custom  binoculars 

Customs  • 368 

1 79  X 

Custom  10  ■ 46B 

189  X 

CARL  ZEISS  JENA 

£ 

Jenoptem  8 ■ X 

44  95 

Jenoptem  10  * 50 

69  95 

Deltnntem  8 • 30 

54  95 

Dekarem  10  ■ X 

88  95 

NotaremS  • 32B 

11495 

Notarem  10  * 4 0B 

144  95 

ADLERBLICK 

£ 

8 • 32B 

125  X 

7x  42B 

' 25  X 

8 - 428 

122  X 

10  « 42B 

' 28  X 

10  - 50B 

' 43  X 

7 ■ 21  BA 

'09  X 

8 < 248 

1 19  X 

BRESSER 

E 

8 x 42GA  Roof  P 

99  X 

10  « 42GA  Root  P 

99  X 

7 x 42BGA  Lux 

135  X 

10 ' 42BGA 

Lux  149  X 

10  • 50BGA 

Lux  166  X 

MIRADOR 

E 

8 « 428 

110X 

10  * 42B 

1 14  X 

10  « 50B 

122  X 

MerSn  25  » X 

97  X 

Merlin  18  < -40  ■ 60 

129  X 

MerknX  * 75 

1 19  X 

Mertn  22  * -47  x 75 

157  X 

Case  to#  MerVi 

15  X 

MANFROTTO 

TRIPODS 

£ 

MrmPR0 190 

35  X 

Base  144 

45  X 

Bas>c  144  black 

50  X 

i28Fukdhead 

34  95 

Extra  hght2X 

39  95 

Tnpod  strap 

695 

Pro  Mono  Pod 

24  95 

SLIK 

£ 

Gazelle  950 

3795 

Master  D2 

69  95 

SL67 

104  95 

Tnpod  strap 

695 

Mono  Pods  from 

15  50 

BARBOUR  £ 

The  best  British  doCtxng  yx  toe 
worst  British  weatoe* 

Durham  52  95 

32  to  46 

?TtoX  41  75 

32  to 46  62  95 

Garneta*  71 95 

32  to  46 

Beautort  75  95 

32  to  46 

Border  82  95 

32  to  46 

Burghley  88  95 

36  to  44 

Northumbria  87  55 

X to  46 

Lmngs  1 7 45 

Hoods  10  95 

Send  tor  Cotour  Barbour  cat 
Post  FREE  on  Barbour 


ACCESSORIES 

E 

Car  window  mount 

22  X 

Universal  mount 

2200 

Hide  mount 

38X 

Ftowi  shoulder  pod 

38  X 

Cullmann  shldr  pod 

24  95 

Cullmann  OR 

995 

Rainguard  small 

3 50 

Rainguard  large 

3 50 

Leather  lanyard 

3 50 

Tnpod  strap 

695 

WE  ALSO  STOCK: 

HABICHT  GREENKAT 
ADLERSCOPE 
BAUSCH  & LOMB  ETC 
PERSONAL  EXPORT 
SERVICE  TO  NON  UK 
RESIDENTS 

PRICES  CORRECT  10  3 88 
E40E 


MAIL  ORDER 

Just  add  £2  to  help  towards  P&P 
and  insurance  and  you#  order  wii 
be  sent  the  same  day  as  we 
recewe  you*  eheoue  A*  equoment 
* suppfced  on  u days  approval 
upon  lecec*  ol  M >em4tanoe 


SECONDHAND 
inetosnents  are  always  avatabto 
T jmover  <s  fast  so  we  do  not  print  a 
hsu  Phone  tor  rtormafcon 


PART  EXCHANGE 

Top  pnoes  pato  to*  good  condfton 
equomert 


HOW  TO  FIND  US 

We  are  lOnws  trom  M25  and  AIM 
motorways  and  15  mn»  wa*  ton 
»4gh  Barnet  T ube  Stafton 


TELESCOPES  AND 
TRIPOD  OUTFITS 

H you  purchase  a scope  and  inpod 
at  toe  same  hme  we  can  ctoer  you  a 
very  special  pnee* 


PHONE  FOR  A QUOTE 


SUMMER  OFFER 

£5.00  discount 

ON  ANY  BARBOUR  JCKT 
PURCHASED  FROM 
1 MAY  TO  31  AUG 
PLEASE  SENO  THIS 
VOUCHER  OR  COPY  WITH 
ORDER 


INTEREST  FREE  CREDIT  ON  THE 
FOLLOWING  INSTRUMENTS 

ZEISS  WEST  8 x 308GAT.  7 x 42BGAT  10  * 40BGAT 
LEITZ  TRINOVID  8 x 408A.  7 • 42BA.  10  x 40BAN 
KOWA  TSN-3  or  4.  NIKON  FIELDSCOPE  ED 
Simply  select  the  model  of  your  choice  pay 
one-third  of  the  purchase  pnee  with  the  balance 
m two  equal  payments  one  month  apart 

Phone  wnte  or  caH 


BINOCULARS  & TELESCOPES 


REPAIRED  ON  THE  PREMISES 


(D332) 


I 


k 


Focus  on  The  Specialists 


Soft  Touch  Black* 
Rubber  Armoured 
BA  K4  Prism- 
7x42  only  £1^ 
8 x 42  only  £15 


10  x 40  ZWCF^''-~^«J 
British  Pilkington  Opticais^ 
TERRIFIC  CLARITY  5 
for  only  £99  s J 


38*  SEW  ILLS 

Of  LIVERPOOL  estd.  1800 
The  FOCAL  POINT  OF  BRITAIN 


SPRING  SPECIALS 

Swallow  ZCF 

16  x 50  s _ _ - i 

only  £30/ 


CARL  ZEISS  SWIFT  ADLERBLIK  GREENKAT  PENTAX  MINOLTA  OPTOLYTH  TASCO  BUSHNELL  KOWA  MIRADOR  PRAKTICA  HARTMAN 


u 

n 


LTD. 


of  BIRMINGHAM 

Binoculars — Telescope  Dealers 
Wide  Range — Top  Quality — 
Discount  Prices 


OPTOLYTH 

MAIN 

STOCKISTS 


MAIL  ORDER  WELCOME  - VISA  - ACCESS  - CHEQUES 
PART  EXCHANGE  BINOCULARS  - TELESCOPES  AND  PHOTO  EQUIPMENT 


Sherwoods  are  a major  Binocular  and  Telescope  stockist  in 
the  Midlands — we  carry  large  stocks  of  popular  brands  and 

guarantee  the  lowest  price  in  town  on  goods  in  stock.  Call 
into  our  shop  in  Birmingham.  We  offer  Sale  on  Approval — 
Accept  Part  Exchange — Offer  Credit  Facilities. 

We  offer  Discounts  for  RSPB  Members  on  selected  items. 


11-13  Gt.  Western  Arcade,  Birmingham  B2  5HU. 

Tel:  021 -236  7211. 

(back  of  Rackhams  Store)  (D334) 


Kay  Optical  (Est.  1962) 

A wealth  of  optical  experience  is  at  your  service  whether  you  wish  to 
purchase  new  equipment  or  have  your  present  equipment  serviced  in  our 

workshop. 

The  best  equipment  is  available  for  you  to  inspect,  test  and  purchase  from 
these  premises,  including,  for  example:- 


etc. 


ZEISS  (West) 

10  x 25  Dialyt 
8 x 20  BGA  Dialyt 
8 x 30  BGAT  Dialyt 
10  x 40  BGAT  Dialyt 

7 x 42  BGAT  Dialyt 

8 x 56  BGAT  Dialyt 
1 5 x 60  GAT  Porro 

7 x 50  BGA  (IF)  Porro 

LEITZ  (Leica) 

8x20Trinovid 
8x20  BCATrinovid 
10x25BC  Trmovid 
10x25  BCATrinovid 
8x32  BATrinovid 
8x40  BA  Trinovid 
1 0 x 40  BA  N T rinovid 
Miniature  soft  case 
BA  soft  case 

SWAROVSKI 

1 0 x 40  WM  Waterproof 
7 x 42  M Waterproof 


s 

SWALLOW 

£ 

£ 

10  x 40  or  8 x 40  rubber-covered,  roof 

25  x or  40  x eyepiece 

50 

prism 

111 

20  x (WA)  eyepiece 

70 

c 

20-60  x zoom  eyepiece 

100 

z. 

ADLERBLICK 

TS-1  body  (45°) 

160 

0 

8x42 

123 

TS-2body 

140 

o 

8x42  rubber  covered 

143 

TS  eyepieces  from 

26 

-C 

Cl 

1 0 x 42  rubber  covered 

148 

0 

7x21  compact 

109 

OPTOLYTH 

</) 

03 

8 x 24  compact 

119 

30x75 

318 

0 

30x80 

353 

Q. 

BUDGET  BINOS 

TB  80  body 

344 

With  rubber  eyecups  etc. 

TBS  80  body  (45°) 

320 

8x30 

31 

TB  eyepieces  from 

56 

235 

10x50 

35 

15-40x60 

265 

247 

22-60  x 70 

353 

247 

MONOCULARS 

22x60 

210 

259 

8 x 20  Porro 

39 

22x70 

290 

445 

469 

499 

14 

34 

341 

298 


8  x 30  SLC  roof  prism,  water  and 
shock  proof  302 

OPTOLYTH 

8 x 30  Alpin  1 86 

8 x 40  Alpin  200 

10x40  Alpin  205 

7x42  Alpin  207 

10x50Alpin  221 

12x50  Alpin  225 

NIKON 

8 x 20  roof  prism  1 39 

10x25  roof  prism  154 

9 x 30  DCF  roof  prism  248 

12x36  DCF  roof  prism  268 


8 x 30  roof  prism,  rubber  armoured, 
close-focusing  77 

10  x 30  roof  prism,  rubber  armoured, 
close-focusing  79 

NIGHT  VISION 

Infra-red  scope'  (hand  held)  complete 
with  searchlight  and  power  pack  690 
Mains  charger  69 

'(operates  in  pitch  darkness  and  is 
invisible) 

TELESCOPES 

NIKON 

20x60  ED  469 

30  x or  40  x eyepieces  65 

Camera  adaptor  1 57 

KOWA 

TSN-1  body  (45°)  235 

TSN-2body  225 

TSN-3  body  (45°)  435 

TSN-4  body  425 


ADLERSCOPE 

80mm  body  (straight  or  45  ) 253 

Eyepieces  from  49 

TRIPODS  etc 

Opticron  60 

Slik  D2  73 

Slik  SL67  105 

Universal  clamp  20 

Hide  clamp  38 

Car  window  mount  (all  one-action)  24 

OPTICRON 

60mm  HR  body  1 28 

Ditto,  with  rubber  1 55 

60mm  HR  body  (45°)  150 

Zoom  eyepiece  65 

Other  eyepieces  from  26 

30  x 75  Classic  1 25 

PICCOLO 

60mm  body  1 07 

Zoom  eyepiece  45 

Other  eyepieces  from  22 


The  above  lists  are  abbreviated;  all  the  usual  accessones  are  carried  plus  Opticron  HR  binoculars.  Mirador  and 
Spacemaster  telescopes. 

SPECIAL  OFFERS  - 

Deduct  £10  when  buying  a telescope  and  tripod  together. 

Spring  sale  of  Waxed  Jackets  etc.  Up  to  24%  off!  E.g.  Barbour  "Border " £83T  £63  or 
“Durham”  £83  £47.  Beaver  “Fieldsman”  £80  £39. 

Callers  are,  of  course,  welcomed  and  encouraged  but  you  can  also  use  our 
mail  order  service  if  more  convenient  (allow  £2  ppi)  and  14  days  approval  is 
allowed.  For  callers,  we  are  1 5 minutes’  drive  from  the  M25  (via  A3  then  the 
Merton  turn-off)  or  2 minutes'  walk  from  Morden  tube.  A fuller  list  (with 
prices)  and  a map  sent  upon  request.  E.&O.E. 

Repairs  carried  out  in  our  own  workshops. 

BINOCULARS,  TELESCOPES,  etc.  from: 

KAY  OPTICAL  SERVICING 

Be  seeing  you!  «« 


Mon-Fri, 

9 am  to  5 pm  89B  London  Road*,  Morden.  Merton,  Surrey.  Tel:  01-648  8822 

Sat  9 am  to  *The  /\24.  We  are  opposite  Midland  Bank 

1 1 .30  am 
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VIEWING* 

Wide 


range  - 
Top 

quality  - 
Discount 


prices 


Leading  specialists  in  high  quality 

BINOCULARS  - TELESCOPES 

Select  from  the  World's  finest  Optical  instruments 
ZEISS  (WEST)  • Leitz  • HABICHT  • NIKON 
OPTOLYTH  • KOWA  • SWIFT  • OPTIMA 
MINOLTA  • ADLERBLICK  • BRESSER 
BAUSCH  & LOMB  • BUSHNELL  • OPTICRON 
ZEISS  (EAST)  • MIRADOR  • SLIK  TRIPODS 

Write  or  phone  NOW  for  current  prices!  ma [larder  fre^  eIoe 

^Church  Lane.  Corley,  Coventry  CV7  8BA|  0676-40501 


Our  showroom  is  set  in  7 
acres  of  private  grounds  with 
ample,  free  and  safe  parking. 
Testing  facilities  are  probably 
the  best  in  the  country. 
Viewing  from  the  showroom  is 
across  a large  pool  with  its 
various  bird  visitors  and  to 
more  distant  views  of  the 
countryside. 


London  Camera 


BINOCULARS 

ALPIN  BY  OPTOLYTH 


TELESCOPES 
OPTOLYTH  TELESCOPES 

FOR  THOSE  WHO  WANT  ONLY  THE  BES'l 

Superior  definition/Light-transmission  plus  the  widest 
field  at  high  magnifications 


W.  EUROPE’S  MOST  POPULAR 

Weight 

Field 

Price 

COMPACT  AND  LIGHTWEIGHT 

30x75GA 

44oz 

120ft. 

£318  Case  £35 

BINOCULARS 

22x60GA 

35oz 

183ft. 

£210 

Weight  Field  Price 

22x70GA 

37oz 

— 

£290  EYEPIECES 

1 0x50BA  22.5oz  309ft.  £221  (inc.  case) 

10x40BGA  19oz  345ft.  £205  (inc.  case) 

8x40BGA  19oz  330ft.  £200  (inc.  case) 

8x30BGA  14oz  420ft.  £186  (inc.  case) 

22-60x70GA 
30x80 
TB  80  Body 
TBS  80  Body 

47oz 

87-54ft. 

£353  20xWW  £88 
£353  20x  £56 
£344  30x  £57 
£320  40x  £58 

MAIL  ORDER 
2 WELCOMED 

g Part  Exchange 
Available 


London  Camera  Exchange  Group 

1 0 High  Street  1 3 Cheap  Street 

Southampton,  Hants.  Bath 
Tel:  (0703)  221597  Avon  BA1  1NB 

Tel:  (0225)  62234 


IV 


John  Coons  Jan  Erik  Pierson  John  Rowlett 
Rose  Ann  Rowlett  Bret  Whitney 

field  guides 

I INCORPORATED 

Excellence  in  hireling  tours  worldwide 

ur  Neotropical  Program  of  over  30  tours  reaches 
from  Mexico  to  Tierra  del  Fuego.  Each  tour  emphasizes 
the  endemics,  rarities,  and  behaviorally  interesting  birds 
of  the  world's  richest  birding  areas,  and  our  skilled  and 
personable  guides  are  known  for  their  experience  and 
their  ability  to  show  participants  the  birds.  Join  us  this 
year  as  we  seek  antbirds,  ovenbirds,  cotingas,  hummingbirds, 
tapaculos,  and  hundreds  of  other  birds  on  the  Bird  Continent. 


For  detailed  itineraries  and  our  tour  catalog,  contact: 


field  guides 

INCORPORATED 


P.O.  Box  160723-C 
Austin,  Texas  78746 
U.S.A. 

(512)  327-4953 
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ZIMBABWE 

Annually  we  take  one  small  group  to  Zimbabwe  visiting  Kariba,  the 
Victoria  Falls,  the  Eastern  Highlands  and  Hwange.  The  diverse  local 
climatic  conditions  ranging  from  rain  forest  to  dry  scrubland 
provide  a tremendous  variety  and  abundance  of  game  and  bird  life 
with  some  exciting  rarities.  The  group  is  led  by  an  accomplished, 
local  ornithologist  and  naturalist. 

Departure  7th  October  1988  17  days  £1575 

Contact  us  for  our  brochure 


Twickers  World 


22  CHURCH  STREET, TWICKENHAM 

01-892  7606/8164 

24  HR  BROCHURE:  01-892  7851  ABTA/IATA/PATA 


STEP  INTO 
SPRING  WITH 
BINOCULARS  AND  TELESCOPES 

Our  recommended  instruments  are  rigorously  field  tested  in  the  severest 
conditions  throughout  Cornwall  - sea-watching,  migrant  hunting,  reservoir 
watching,  breeding  bird  surveys,  estuary  counts,  and  yes  - even  the 
occasional  twitch.  We  guarantee  you  detailed  individual  attention  to  ensure 
you  get  the  best  for  your  budget  and  requirements.  OUR  ADVICE  IS 
BASED  ON  FIELD  EXPERIENCE  - NOT  PROFIT  MARGINS.  If  you  buy  at 
the  cheapest  price  you  can  expect  the  cheapest  back-up,  or  more  likely  no 
back-up  at  all.  Buy  from  us  and  we  will  give  every  assistance  to  keep  you 
watching  in  the  case  of  mishap,  plus  guaranteed  part  exchange  if  you 
subsequently  upgrade  your  equipment. 


FOR  HONEST  ADVICE  WITH  GREAT  BACK-UP 

PHONE  REDRUTH  (0209)  210060 

SCOPES  - WE  KEEP  YOU  WA  TCHING 
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ANNOUNCING 

RAPTOURS 

Join  Bill  Clark, 
author  of  N.Am. 
raptor  guide 
on  a raptor 
watching  tour. 

* Aug  88  Trinidad. 

Intro  to  Neotropical 
Raptors. 

* Sept  88  Cape  May 
Raptor  Workshop. 

* Oct  88  Israel  (&  Cyprus). 
Eleonora's  & Sooty  Falcons 
+ raptor  migration. 

and  many  other  exciting  tours, 
workshops.  & 3-day  weekends. 

RAPTOURS 

Box  8008.  Silver  Spring. 

MD  20907.  USA  (D310) 


UNUSUAL 
BIRDS’  NESTS 

The  BBC  Natural  History  Unit  is  pre- 
paring a programme  about  Kinky 
Nests'.  This  season  it  is  filming  birds 
nesting  in  unusual  places,  or  using 
strange  materials. 

It’s  not  just  robins  in  old  kettles  - some 
less  common  birds  are  choosing  some 
very  surprising  places  to  breed. 

The  programme  seeks  to  understand 
why  birds  are  adopting  such  habits, 
and  looks  at  the  relationship  between 
these  new  nests  and  natural  sites. 

If  you  spot  any  kinky  nests',  we  would 
be  very  interested  to  hear  about  them. 

Don't  delay  - please  contact: 

HILARY  JEFFKINS 
KINKY  NESTS' 

NATURAL  HISTORY 
UNIT 

BBC  TELEVISION 
BRISTOL  BS82LR 
Tel:  (0272)  732211 
ext.  2092  (D330) 


"/  can  only  compliment  the 
manufacturers  on  producing 
such  a good,  low-cost  telescope.” 
(British  Birds  Vol  79  No  10 
October  1986). 


MERLIN  Series  Short  Tube 
Straight  Through  Spotting 
Scopes  - 50mm /60mm /75mm. 


This  compact,  all  purpose 
spotting  scope  is  ideal  for  field 
use.  Includes  standard  thread 
tripod  mount  and  fully  coated 
optics.  Comes  complete  with 
20  x /25x  /30x  eyepiece  and 
protective  lens  caps.  Inter- 
changeable eye-pieces  available. 

The  Mirador  factory  in  Tokyo 
has  been  producing  fine  optical 
equipment  for  the  world’s  more 
serious  birdwatchers  since  1 951 . 

For  full  information  just  send 
an  s.a.e.  to: 

I VIII  UVIV/I 

55  Brewery  Road, 

London  N7  9QU 
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Access 


FOCALPOINT 


Deal  with  birdwatchers  who  understand  your  requirements 


LEITZ  Binoculars 

Beautifully  made  precision  instru- 
ments. With  contrast,  resolution, 
flatness  of  field,  true  internal  focusing 
design,  and  climate  resistance  which 
are  unsurpassed.  And  all  within  a 
compact  lightweight  design! 

As  used  by  both  principals  of 
Focalpoint — and  many  thousands  of 
discerning  birders  throughout  the 


world 

£ 

10x40  BAN  539 

8x40  BA  499 

7x42  BA  498 

8x32  BA  445 

10  x 25  BCA  259 

8 x 20  BCA  247 

Case  (full  size)  34 

Case  (minatures)  14 


Prices  increased  on  1st  Feb. 

Some  sizes  still  at  pre  inc,  prices. 
ASK' 


KOWA 


No-one  in  the  U.K.  knows  the  KOWA 
system  better!  We  have  ALL  the 
expected'  items  from  stock — plus 
many  which  are  less  generally  avail- 
able 


KOWA  body  list 

TSN-1,  2,  3,  4 
TS1,  2,  3,  6,  7 
TS601.  602 
TS8.  TS9RA 

Plus  all  19  KOWA  eyepieces! 
If  its  KOWA  we  have  it! 


Superb  SKUA  Mkll  cases  now  again 
in  stock  for  the  KOWA  TSN  series. 
Total  encasement  making  the  scopes 
ultra  rugged  and  weatherproof!  Stays 
on  the  scope  at  all  times — even  when 
on  the  tripod. 


FOCALPOINT 

new  agent  in 

Yorkshire 
Mike  Armitage 
56  Dragon  View 
Skipton  Road 
Harrogate 
Tel:  0423-530612 


QUESTAR 

The  ultimate  high  power  telescope  for 
the  birder.  Very  expensive  but  essen- 
tial equipment  for  those  who  MUST 
have  THE  best! 

3’/?"  field  model  £1656 

+BBLR  coatings  £1886 

Complete  outfit  including  photo  adap- 
tor, outfit  case  and  1 eyepiece  of  your 
choice.  Demonstration  model  avail- 
able at  Comberbach. 


FOCALPOINT 

TEAL’ 

New  ultra  lightweight  (18ozs)  wide 
angle,  rubber  armoured  roof  prism 
binoculars.  8 x 40  or  10  x 40 
outstanding  value  at  the  introductory 
price  of  just  £99.95. 


Ask  for  the  full  price  list 


All  major  systems 
in  stock 

ZEISS  WEST 
NIKON 

BAUSCH  & LOMB 
BUSHNELL 
0PTICR0N 
0PT0LYTH 
HABICHT 
MIRADOR 
ZEISS  JENA 
P0LAREX 
BRESSER 
ADLERBLICK 
SWIFT 
SLIK 

MANFR0TT0 


CLEY/ 

SALTHOUSE 

Telescope  (and  Leitz  bino- 
cular) demonstration. 

Bank  Holiday  Sunday  & Monday 
29th/30th  May  1988.  Your  chance  to 
try  and  buy  Questar,  Nikon,  Kowa, 
Optolyth,  Bushnell,  Mirador  and  more. 
Many  secondhand  bargains  and  some 
very  special  offers  for  these  two  days 
only.  Opposite  ‘the  duck  pond'  at 
Salthouse  10am  to  4pm  daily. 


Detailed  information  pack  written  by 
birdwatchers  available  FREE  on  receipt 
of  26p  stamp  for  postage 


MAIL  ORDER 
SPECIALIST 
P/P  & INS  FREE! 


REPAIRS  & 
SERVICING 


TONY  & ENID  MURPHY 

FOCALPOINT 

14  Cogshall  Lane,  Comberbach, 
Northwich,  Cheshire  CW9  6BS 

Telephone:  0606  891 098  (D284) 


PHONE  FOR 
PRICES  AND 
DIRECTIONS 


OPEN  9 30-5  30 
MON  -FRI 
SAT  9.30-4  00 
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British  Birds 

V O L U M E 8 1 N U M B K R 5 M AY  1988 


Readership  survey 


The  pull-out  questionnaire  which  was  included  in  the  October  1987 
issue  was  aimed  mainly  at  providing  us  with  information  so  that  we 
can  (1)  adjust  the  balance  of  the  contents  of  the  journal  to  suit  the  wishes 
of  our  readers,  and  (2)  provide  our  advertisers  (and  potential  advertisers) 
with  information  about  the  sort  of  people  who  are  BB  subscribers.  We 
know,  however,  that  many  readers  (especially  the  1,249  who  returned 
questionnaires)  will  be  interested  in  a summary'  of  the  results. 

In  our  sample,  only  0.4%  of  readers  have  subscribed  since  the  1930s, 
and  1.8%  since  the  1940s.  On  the  other  hand,  one-third  have  subscribed 
for  three  years  or  less;  half  have  subscribed  for  six  yrears  or  less;  and  two- 
thirds  for  nine  years  or  less.  These  figures  are  hardly  surprising, 
considering  the  enormous  growth  in  our  circulation  in  recent  years,  but 
we  were  surprised  to  realise  how  few  of  today’s  BB  readers  will  remember 
back  to  the  days  when  the  journal  was  published  by  H.  F.  & G.  Witherby, 
and,  indeed,  the  high  proportion  (57%)  who  did  not  start  subscribing  to 
BB  until  after  the  magazine  left  Macmillan  and  became  independent,  in 
August  1980. 

We  strongly  support  the  excellent  work  done  by  the  RSPB,  and  were 
glad  to  find  that  83.3%  of  BB  subscribers  also  do  so,  by  being  members. 
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Only  44.0%,  however,  are  members  of  the  B TO;  although  we  did  not 
check  to  see,  we  suspect  that  the  majority  will  be  from  among  the  more 
long-standing  of  BB  subscribers,  since  we  have  always  regarded  BB  as  a 
stepping-stone  between  casual  RSPB  membership  and  local  society 
involvement  in  birdwatching  for  fun,  and  the  more  serious  and  dedicated 
survey  and  census  work  of  the  BTO.  We  were  surprised  to  find  that  less 
than  half  of  the  BTO  members  in  our  sample  also  subscribed  to  the 
Trust’s  journal,  Bird  Study. 

Over  half  (55.5%)  of  BB  subscribers  are  aged  18/40  years;  a further  36% 
are  41-64;  a mere  5%  over  64;  and  3.5%  under  18. 

In  the  next  12  months,  8%  of  BB  subscribers  plan  to  buy  a camera,  12% 
will  buy  a new  pair  of  binoculars,  12%  will  buy  a telescope,  17%  will  buy  a 
tripod,  27%  will  buy  a birdwatching  coat  or  jacket,  and  38%  will  buy  boots, 
shoes  or  wellingtons  for  birdwatching.  The  trend  towards  owning  a tripod 
as  well  as  a telescope  has  been  shown  by  our  regular  surveys  of  ownership 
of  binoculars  and  telescopes  (Brit.  Birds  71:  429-439;  76:  155-161;  78:  167- 
175;  81:  149-160).  It  can  be  assumed,  however,  that  all  birdwatchers 
already  own  binoculars,  a birdwatching  coat  or  jacket,  and  special 
footwear  for  birdwatching,  and  we  know  of  no  special  trend  towards 
increased  camera  ownership  among  birdwatchers.  It  is  possible,  therefore, 
to  calculate  replacement  times  for  these  items.  On  average,  a British  Birds 
subscriber  w ill  buy  special  birdwatching  footwear  every  two  or  three  years; 
a birdwatching  coat  or  jacket  every  four  years;  a new  pair  of  binoculars 
every  eight  years;  a new  telescope  also  every  eight  years;  and  a camera 
every'  12  or  13  years.  The  extraordinarily  short  replacement  times  for 
these  items,  especially  the  binoculars  and  telescopes,  reflect  the  constant 
heavy  use  to  which  British  Birds  readers  subject  their  birdwatching 
equipment,  and  their  desire  always  to  have  the  most  up-to-date  models. 
While  most  people  buy  one  or  perhaps  two  pairs  of  binoculars  in  their 
lifetime,  British  Birds  subscribers  will,  on  average,  buy  six  or  seven.  Some 
readers  plan  to  spend  an  average  of  over  £1,000  per  year  on  birdwatching 
equipment,  and  most  expect  to  spend  about  £300  a year. 

It  comes  as  no  surprise  to  discover  that  British  Birds  readers  are  also 
book-buyers;  97%  plan  to  buy  at  least  one  bird  book  this  year.  While  the 
occasional  subscriber  intends  to  spend  £2,500  or  so  on  bird  books  in  the 
coming  12  months,  British  Birds  readers  expect,  on  average,  to  spend  £102 
on  bird  books  in  a normal  year. 

British  Birds  subscribers  devote  an  average  of  109  days  to  birdwatching 
per  year:  more  than  two  days  per  week.  Over  half  of  BB  subscribers  (55%) 
travel  abroad  birdwatching  each  year,  spending  an  average  of  19  days  on 
these  overseas  trips.  When  birdwatching  at  home,  42%  stay  in  guest 
houses,  for  an  average  of  ten  nights  per  year;  27%  stay  in  hotels,  for  an 
average  of  nine  nights  per  year;  26%  camp  out,  for  an  average  of  13  nights 
per  year;  and  22%  stay  in  hostels  or  at  bird  observatories,  for  an  average  of 
12  nights  per  year. 

Subscribers  who  keep  their  copy  of  British  Birds  to  themselves  make  up 
only  53%  of  those  who  read  the  magazine.  Even  ignoring  the  3,660  copies 
supplied  to  libraries  and  reading  circles  each  year,  more  than  one-quarter 
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of  BB  subscribers  share  their  copy  with  at  least  one  other  non-subscriber, 
and  some  copies  are  read  by  two,  three,  four,  five  or  six  other  people  (one 
subscriber  admitted  to  sharing  his  with  15  other  birdwatchers,  and 
another  with  26). 

Unlike  most  magazines,  British  Birds  does  not  have  a short  life.  It  is  not 
read  and  thrown  away,  like  a newspaper  or  a ‘glossy,  bookstall  magazine’: 
only  0.4%  of  readers  treat  their  copy  in  this  way,  with  a staggering  99.6% 
keeping  their  copy  of  BB  permanently  and  referring  to  it  subsequently 
(44%  “often’;  and  55%  ‘occasionally’). 

Regarding  the  contents  of  BB,  questionnaire  respondents’  favourite 
features  were  identification  articles,  ‘Monthly  reports’  of  bird  news,  the 
short  ‘Notes’  on  varied  subjects  , and  the  main  papers  (on  whatever  topic). 
A flattering  10%  said  that  they  liked  all  of  it,  and  could  not  choose  a 
favourite  feature.  The  largest  votes  were  for  more  space  to  be  devoted  to 
identification,  photographs,  birdwatching  sites  and  bird  behaviour. 

Concerning  readers’  least  favourite  features,  just  over  one-third  (34%) 
said  that  they  liked  all  the  contents  and  could  not  select  any  feature  as 
“least  favourite’.  The  biggest  ‘hates’,  however,  were  ‘Seventy-five  years  ago 
. . .’  and  ‘Personalities’.  (In  defence  of ‘Seventy-five  years  ago  . . we  have 
to  point  out  that  it  usually  occupies  space  that  would  otherwise  be  blank; 
and  we  do  suggest  that  all  those  who  said  that  they  dislike  it  should  at 
least  read  the  one  on  page  77  in  the  February  1988  issue.)  When  it  came  to 
asking  for  a reduction  in  the  space  devoted  to  features,  the  most  votes 
were  for  less  on  rare  birds  (especially  species  not  recorded  in  Britain). 
Some  readers  pressed  for  British  Birds  to  be  restricted  to  articles  on  British 
birds,  but  we  have  stated  for  more  than  a quarter  of  a century  that  'British 
Birds  publishes  material  dealing  with  original  observations  on  the  birds  of 
the  West  Palearctic’  (see  the  inside  front  cover  of  even  issue),  and  BB 
does  have  subscribers  in  63  countries. 

A surprising  number  of  readers  requested  a reduction  in  the  number  of 
advertising  pages.  As  we  hoped  most  people  now  realised,  extra 
advertising  means  extra  income,  which  means  extra  pages  of  papers  and 
notes,  and  extra  illustrations  and  photographs,  with  more  of  them  in 
colour.  A reader's  reaction  ought,  therefore,  to  be  ‘Good!  There’s  a lot  of 
advertising  in  this  issue',  not  the  reverse.  Seeing  the  comments  requesting 
that  all  photographs  should  be  in  colour,  we  also  realise  that  not  all 
subscribers  appreciate  that  the  inclusion  of  just  one  colour  photograph 
currently  costs  almost  £700  (compared  with  under  £30  for  one  in  black- 
and-white). 

We  are  aware  that  BB  appeals  to  a wide  variety  of  birdwatchers,  and 
that  what  one  person  likes  best  is  what  another  likes  least.  We  shall, 
however,  be  taking  all  the  detailed  comments  and  criticism  into  account 
when  planning  future  issues.  We  thank  everyone  who  spent  time 
completing  our  questionnaire. 
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Taxonomy  of  the  Rock/ Water 
Pipit  superspecies  Anthus 
petrosus,  spinoletta  and 
rubescens 


t the  time  of  the  last  British  checklist  (BOU  1971),  the  Rock  and 


Water  Pipits  were  generally  regarded  as  one  polytypic  species  of 
Holarctic  distribution,  Anthus  spinoletta.  This  species  ranged  from  western 
Europe  to  eastern  Siberia,  across  North  America  from  Alaska  to  western 
Greenland  and  southwards  along  the  Rocky  Mountains.  Recently,  the 
British  Ornithologists’  Union  Records  Committee,  on  the  recommenda- 
tion of  its  taxonomic  working  group,  decided  to  treat  these  pipits  as  a 
superspecies  composed  of  three  species,  A.  petrosus , A.  spinoletta  and  A. 
rubescens , all  of  which  occur  or  have  occurred  in  Britain  and  Ireland 
(BOURC  1986;  table  1).  In  this  paper,  1 shall  briefly  give  the  background 
to  this  decision. 

Geographic  variation 

Many  of  the  subspecies  within  the  original  Rock/Water  Pipit  complex 
(table  1)  grade  into  one  another  to  some  extent.  This  is  particularly  so 
with  the  forms  in  western  Europe,  where  a cline  runs  from  the  longer- 
billed  and  darker  ‘ kleinschmidti ’ (see  below),  through  petrosus , to  the  shorter- 
billed  and  paler  littoralis  (Hall  1961).  These  races  also  vary  in  the  extent  to 
which  they  undergo  a moult  in  late  winter.  In  the  cases  of  ‘kleinschmidti’  and 
petrosus , the  winter  plumage  is  largely  retained  and  the  birds  are  dark  and 
heavily  streaked  as  the  breeding  season  approaches.  A distinctive  spring 
plumage  is  acquired  by  littoralis,  to  a degree  which  varies  between 
individuals.  Some  petrosus  from  Ouessant,  France,  appear  to  be  intermedi- 
ate, and  moult  into  littoralis- like  spring  plumage  (Mayaud  1952). 

Although  the  northern  end  of  this  cline  is  called  kleinschmidti , this  form  is 
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only  poorly  differentiated  and  arbitrarily  separated  from  petrosus.  Its 
geographic  range  is  not  clear  (Vaurie  1959;  Hall  1961;  Williamson  1965). 
As  with  several  other  names  given  to  stages  in  this  dine,  it  is  perhaps  best 
synonymised  (BOU  US  1956).  \ he  acceptable  northwestern  forms  (petrosus 
and  littoralis)  difler  from  the  remaining  subspecies  in  being  more  olive- 
brown  instead  of  greyish  on  the  upperparts,  especially  the  rump,  with  the 
underparts  more  extensively  streaked  and  washed  with  yellow-buff,  and 
by  the  outer-tail  pattern  being  dusky  rather  than  pure  white. 

Nominate  spinoletta  is  more  lightly  streaked,  and  the  underparts  are 
flushed  with  pale  pink  in  spring.  The  Middle  Eastern  form,  coutellii , is 
smaller  than  nominate  spinoletta , and  more  heavily  streaked,  with  more 
orange  tones  and  a warmer  pink  on  the  breast  in  spring.  .4.  s.  blakistoni  is 
paler  than  either  nominate  spinoletta  or  coutellii , and  less  heavily  streaked 
than  the  latter.  More  distinctive  than  either  coutellii  or  blakistoni,  japonicus  is 
dark,  with  heavy  spotting  in  autumn.  The  underparts  in  spring  are 
sparsely  marked,  and  washed  orange-buff  rather  than  pink.  The  white  in 
the  tail  is  more  extensive,  and  the  legs  are  pale. 

The  North  American  races  are  all  similar  to  japonicus,  although  warmer 
brown  in  autumn,  and  with  lighter  streaking.  In  spring,  they  are  greyer 
and  darker  above,  with  little  or  no  streaking  below.  The  legs  are  dark.  The 
populations  in  western  North  America  tend  to  be  paler  than  those  farther 
east,  and  may  not  be  separable.  The  race  in  the  Rocky  Mountains,  alticola, 
has  a rich  spring  plumage.  (Plumage  notes  based  on  Hall  1961  and  Vaurie 
1959.) 

Table  1.  The  subspecies  of  the  Rock/Water  Pipit  superspecies  (based  on  Hall  1961  and 

Vaurie  1959) 

* Regarded  here  as  synonym  of  petrosus 

1 .  (Nonspecific  under  the  name  .-1.  petrosus 

2.  (Nonspecific  under  the  name  .1.  spinoletta 

3.  (Nonspecific  under  the  name  .-1.  rubescens 


Subspecies 

Breeding  distribution 

[kleinschmidti* 

Faroe  Islands  and  possibly  Scottish  outlying  islands] 

1 petrosus 

Ireland,  Britain,  northwest  France 

1 littoralis 

Fennoscandia  and  northwest  Russia 

2 spinoletta 

Southern  and  central  Europe 

2 coutellii 

Asia  Minor.  Caucasus  and  Iran 

2 blakistoni 

Central  Asia 

3 japonicus 

Eastern  Asia 

3 pacificus 

Western  North  America 

3 rubescens 

Eastern  North  America  and  western  Greenland 

3 alticola 

Central  and  southern  Rockv  Mountains 

'Separation  of  ‘A.  rubescens*  from  ‘A.  spinoletta* 

Recent  work  in  the  USSR  has  shown  that  blakistoni  and  japonicus  live  ‘side 
by  side'  in  Transbaykalia  (Nazarenko  1978).  The  two  forms  were  found  to 
occupy  different  habitats,  blakistoni  inhabiting  ‘tundra*  with  few  or  no 
rocks,  and  japonicus  (which  was  much  rarer)  on  parts  of  the  same  ‘tundra* 
where  rocks  were  abundant.  There  was  no  evidence  of  hybridisation,  and 
'Nazarenko  believed  that  the  two  populations  were  behaving  as  different 
species.  Shirihai  & Colston  (1987)  have  provided  further  references  to  the 
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Fig.  1.  Breeding  distributions  of  Rock  Pipit  Anthus  petrosus  (black),  Water  Pipit  .4.  spu 

See  Table 


Soviet  literature  which  confirm  the  differences  between  these  taxa.  Since 
the  North  American  races  are  thought  to  be  closely  related  to  japonicus , all 
these  forms  are  now  best  removed  from  A.  spinoletta  (which  includes 
blakistoni),  under  the  name  A.  rubescens  (this  being  the  oldest  name  within 
the  newly  separated  species).  Alstrom  & Mild  (in  press  & in  prep.) 
consider  that  morphological  and  vocal  differences  alone  would  justify  the 
separation  of  these  species. 

There  have  been  four  records  of  A.  r.  rubescens  in  Britain  and  Ireland:  St 
Kilda  in  September  1910,  Wexford  in  October  1951,  Fair  Isle  in 
September  1953,  and  Wicklow  in  November  1967  (BOU  1971).  Three 
other  records,  one  of  which  predates  the  above,  are  still  under 
consideration.  Elsewhere  in  Europe,  there  have  been  three  records  of  this 
subspecies  from  Helgoland  (November  1851,  May  1858  and  September 
1899),  and  one  in  Italy  (November  1951)(Glutz  1985).  A.  r.  japonicus  is  a 
scarce,  but  regular,  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor  to  the  Middle  East 
(Shirihai  & Colston  1987;  Alstrom  & Mild  in  press),  and  there  is  one 
European  record,  from  Italy  in  October  1960  (Bonfio  1962). 


Rock  and  Water  Pipits 

The  original  concept  of  A.  spinoletta  (i.e.  including  A.  rubescens)  comprised 
two  distinct  ecological  groups  of  races — the  petrosus  group  (petrosus  and 
litt oralis,  together  known  as  the  Rock  Pipits)  and  the  spinoletta  group  (all  the 
remaining  races,  known  as  the  Water  Pipits).  During  the  breeding  season, 
the  former  is  largely  confined  to  the  rocky  coasts  of  northern  and  western 
Europe,  whereas  the  latter  ‘consists  predominantly  of  inland  forms 
occurring  on  tundras,  barren  tracks,  alpine  pastures,  and  rocky  grassy 
slopes  with  or  without  scrub,  and  particularly  along  streams’  (Vaurie 
1959). 

Although  Rock  and  Water  Pipits  are  entirely  allopatric  during  the 
breeding  season,  they  are  sometimes  found  alongside  one  another  in 
winter.  Bijlsma  (1977)  studied  littoralis  and  nominate  spinoletta  at  one  such 
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and  American  Pipit  A.  rubescens  (vertical  shading)  (after  Glut/.  1985). 
•on  of  races 


site  in  the  Netherlands.  He  found  differences  in  the  distribution  of  the  two 
forms  between  the  available  habitats,  with  spinoletta  in  wetter  places  than 
littoralis : where  they  occurred  together,  they  were  separated  by  microhabi- 
tat. It  is  sometimes  found  that  conspecific  subspecies  differ  in  the  habitats 
they  utilise  while  on  passage  or  in  winter  (e.g.  Yellow  Wagtail  Motacilla 
fiava  subspecies:  Fry  et  at.  1972),  but  this  is  usually  the  case  also  with 
distinct  species.  Bijlsma  found  that  his  Rock  and  Water  Pipits  roosted  in 
different  habitats.  In  Britain,  Water  Pipits  roost  communally,  unlike  Rock 
Pipits  (Biber  1986).  Rock  and  Water  Pipits  have  also  shown  different  food 
and  habitat  requirements  within  Britain,  spinoletta  particularly  avoiding 
saline  environments  (Gibb  1956;  Johnson  1966,  1970;  Biber  1986). 

The  main  plumage  differences  between  the  groups  are  described  above, 
but  they  are  not  absolute.  Some  littoralis , for  example,  have  greyish  tones 
on  the  upperparts  and  Konigstedt  & Muller  (1983)  reported  that 
‘exceptional  individuals  [of  nominate  spinoletta ] cannot  be  separated  from 
littoralis  on  tail  feather  colouration  alone.  Under  these  circumstances, 
other  characters  must  be  used  as  well:  either  plumage  features,  or  perhaps 
■ vocalisations. 

Separation  of  ‘A.  petrosus’  from  ‘A.  spinoletta’ 

The  Rock  and  European  Water  Pipits  are  generally  quite  distinctive  and 
easy  to  identify  . Their  breeding  ranges  are  widely  separated,  and  they 
occupy  very  different  habitats:  the  former  coastal,  the  latter  montane. 
I During  winter,  they  have  different  ecological  requirements.  There  are 
clearly  good  reasons  for  considering  them  to  be  different  species. 

Allopatric  breeding  populations  frequently  cause  difficulties  for  tax- 
onomists: there  is  no  direct  evidence  as  to  whether  the  forms  would  or 
would  not  successfully  interbreed  if  they  were  to  come  into  contact.  The 
morphological  and  ecological  differences  between  Rock  and  W ater  Pipits 
i in  Europe  are,  however,  at  least  as  pronounced  as  those  between  A.  s. 
blakistoni  and  A.  r.  japonicus.  We  believe,  therefore,  that  it  is  appropriate  to 
treat  the  petrosus  and  spinoletta  groups  as  separate  species. 
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The  BOU  proposes  to  treat  the  British  forms  of  the  superspecies  in  the 
following  manner: 


.4.  spinoletta  spinoletta  Water  Pipit 
.4.  riibescens  rtibescens  American  Pipit 

The  sequence  conforms  with  the  principles  used  by  Voous  (1977):  Anthus 
is  an  Old  World  genus;  the  exclusively  Palearctic  taxa  are  therefore  placed 
first,  with  rubescens  following.  This  order  also  places  each  taxon  next  to  its 
presumed  nearest  relative  (of  those  on  the  British  and  Irish  List). 

The  suggested  English  name  for  mbescens — American  Pipit — follows 
earlier  usage,  and  describes  the  geographic  origin  of  the  individuals  which 
have  occurred  in  Britain.  It  is  not  entirely  satisfactory  if  applied  to  the 
whole  species,  and  the  alternatives  of  Buff-bellied  Pipit  and  Holarctic. 
Pipit  have  been  suggested. 

The  Rock  Pipits  were  treated  as  separate  species  by  Bannerman  (1953) 
and,  more  recently,  by  Oreel  (1980)  and  Devillers  (1980).  The  Middle 
European  handbook  (Glutz  1985)  and  Devillers  (1980)  treated  the 
American  Pipit  as  a separate  species.  Johnson  (1970)  has  reviewed  the 
identification  and  distribution  of  Rock  and  Water  Pipits  within  Britain. 
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Identification  of  large  terns 


S.  J.  M.  Gantlett 
Illustrated  by  Alan  Hams 

Part  2.  Photographs 

This  concluding  part  consists  solely  of  photographs  of  the  seven  (or 
eight)  species  concerned,  and  is  intended  to  be  used  in  conjunction 
with  the  text,  maps  and  paintings  which  appeared  in  Part  1 (Brit.  Birds 
80:  257-276). 


[Brit.  Birds 8 1 : ‘2 1 1-222,  Max  l'WH| 
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106.  Adult  Caspian  Fern  Sterna  caspia , Mon- 
golia, August  1979  (Alan  Kitson),  showing 
diagnostic  blackish  undersides  to  primaries 


107.  Adult  winter  Caspian  Terns  Sterna  caspia , Kenya,  January  1984  (J.  De  Ridder).  Note 
streaked  forehead,  in  front  of  and  above  eye,  even  in  full  non-breeding  plumage 


108.  Adult  summer  Caspian  Tern  Sterna  caspia , Black  Sea,  USSR,  summer  (K.  A.  Judin) 
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109.  Adult  summer  Royal  Tern  Sterna  maxima,  California,  USA,  March  1984  (Richard  E. 
Webster),  compare  underwing  pattern  with  Caspian  Tern  Sterna  caspia  (plate  106),  but  beware 
darkening  effect  of  age  and  wear  on  primaries  of  all  terns 


110.  Adult  winter  Royal  Terns  Sterna  maxima  with  two  adult  winter  Sandwich  Terns  Sterna 
sandvicensis  and  Laughing  Cadis  Lams  atriciUa,  Florida,  USA,  October  1984  (J.  B.  & .S'. 
Bottomley).  Note  that  the  Royal  Terns  are  much  larger  than  the  Sandwich  Ferns 
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111.  First-summer  Royal  Terns  Sterna  maxima , California,  USA,  March  1984  (Richard  E. 

Webster ) 


112.  First-winter  Royal  Tern  Sterna  maxima,  Florida,  USA,  December  1983  ( Richard 
Coomber).  At  this  age,  tern  bills  may  not  yet  be  fully  grown 


113.  Adult  winter  Royal  Tern  Sterna  maxima,  Florida,  USA,  December  1983  (Richard 
Coomber).  Note  difference  in  nape-feather  positioning  from  plate  1 18. 


* 
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1 14.  Adult  winter  Crested  Tern  Sterna  bergii  (foreground)  and  adult  w inter  Lesser  Crested 
Tern  Sterna  bengalensis , Kenya,  January  1984  ( Jan  Mulder).  The  Crested  I ern  shows  the 
typical  (though  not  always  present)  winter  white  edgings  to  rear  crown  feathers 


115.  Adidt  Crested  fern  Sterna  bergii , Namibia,  South  Africa,  November  1982  (David 
Tomlinson).  Note  that  this  is  nominate  race,  which  has  paler  wings  and  mantle  than  .S'.  b. 
velox  of  the  Red  Sea  area.  Interpretation  of  tern  upperparts  shade  should  always  be 
treated  with  caution,  however,  owing  to  lighting  and  photographic  effects.  In  breeding 
plumage.  Crested  fern  shows  small,  neat  white  forehead;  this  individual  has  streaks 
reaching  to  above  the  eye,  however,  and  is  not  in  full  breeding  plumage 
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116.  Firs  t-year  Crested  Fern  Sterna  bergii.  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  South  Africa,  November 

1982  (David  Tomlinson) 


117.  Adult  winter  Crested  Ferns  Sterna  bergii  and  one  adult  winter  Lesser  Crested  I ern 
Sterna  bengalensis , Kenya,  January'  1984  (Jan  Mulder ) 
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118.  Adult  summer  Lesser  Crested  1'ern  Sterna  bengalensis  with  Sandwich  Terns  Sterna 
sandvicensis,  Banc  d’Arguin,  France,  June  1974  (Pierre  Petit) . Originally  published  (Brit.  Birds 
77:  373,  plate  139)  as  of  uncertain  identity,  but  now  accepted  as  Lesser  Crested  I'ern 


119.  Adult  Lesser  Crested  I'ern  Sterna  bengalensis  with  Sandwich  l erns  Sterna  sandvicensis, 
Italy,  August  1982  (K.  Mainardi ).  Moult  into  winter  plumage  has  begun 
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120.  Adult  winter  Lesser  Crested  Terns  Sterna  bengalensis  and  one  adult  winter  Crested 
Tern  Sterna  bergii,  Kenya,  January  1984  (/.  De  Ridder).  Note  larger  size  and  much  broader 

wings  of  the  Crested  Tern 


121.  Winter  Lesser  Crested  Terns  Sterna  bengalensis , Kenya,  January'  1984  (J.  De  Ridder) 
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122.  Adult  and  first-summer  Elegant  Terns  Sterna  elegans  and  two  Forster’s  Ferns  Sterna 
Jorsteri , California,  USA,  September  1980  {/’.  .1.  Doherty).  The  variable  number  of  dark 
outer  primaries  is  evident  and  some  of  the  birds  are  in  obvious  primary  moult 


123  8c  124.  First-summer  (left)  and  adult  summer  (right)  Elegant  Terns  Sterna  elegans. 

California,  USA,  August  1985  (/.  .4.  Blincow) 

125.  Adidt  summer  Elegant  Terns  Sterna  elegans,  California,  USA,  April  1984  (Richard  E. 
Webster).  Note  long,  thin  bill,  especially  on  individual  in  full  profile,  and  ‘shaggy’  nape 

plumes 
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126.  Elegant  Terns  Sterna  elegans  with  two  Royal  Terns  Sterna  maxima,  California,  USA, 
April  1984  (Richard  E.  Webster).  Compare  sizes,  body  bulk  and  bill  shape 


127.  Adult  winter  Elegant  Tern  Sterna  elegans,  California,  USA,  September  1986  (Jonathan 

Alder fer) 


128.  Adult  summer  Cayenne  Terns  Sterna  (sandvicensis)  eurygnatha  at  breeding  colony, 
Aruba,  Netherlands  Antilles,  June  1987  (R.  van  Halewyn) 
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129.  Adult  summer  Cayenne  1 erns  Sterna  (sandvicensis)  eurygnatha , Aruba,  Netherlands 

Antilles,  June  1987  (R.  van  Halewyn) 


130.  Adult  winter  Sandwich  Tern  Sterna  sandvicensis,  Florida,  USA.  October  1981  (J.  B.  & .S'. 

Bottomtey ) 
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131.  F irst-winter  Sandwich  Fern  Sterna  sandvicensis,  Netherlands,  December  1983  (Anioitd 
B.  van  den  Berg).  Note  strikingly  grey  rump  and  tail  at  this  age,  and  that  photograph  was 
taken  in  December,  when  Sandwich  Tern  is  rarely  observed  in  Britain 
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^rhctitp-fiur  prats  ago... 

‘The  inclusion  of  Barrow’s  Goldeneye  as  a British  species  has  recently  been  shown  to  be 
entirely  unwarranted  and  this  is  mentioned  by  Mr.  Millais  in  a footnote  added  while  his  work 
was  “in  the  press.”  We  must  take  exception,  too,  to  the  inclusion  of  Baer’s  Pochard,  whose 
status  as  a British  bird  rests  on  the  one  example  shot  at  Tringon  November  5th,  1901.  In  these 
days  when  water-fowl  from  all  parts  of  the  world  a‘re  kept  in  semi-captivity  in  this  country  it  is 
not  advisable  to  admit  such  a species  on  the  strength  of  one  occurrence.’  (Brit.  Birds  6:  365, 
May  1913) 


Mystery  photographs 

1 Q 1 Last  month’s  mystery 
A %J  A photograph  (plate  90,  re- 
peated here  as  plate  132)  was  one 
of  the  most  difficult  in  this  series.  It 
was  obviously  a large  raptor,  either 
a buzzard  or  an  eagle,  but  unfor- 
tunately was  in  silhouette,  so,  with- 
out any  plumage  details  to  help  us, 
we  have  to  rely  on  shape  alone  to 
identify  the  bird.  Even  for  an  ex- 
perienced raptor-watcher,  a lone 
bird  seen  in  silhouette  can  present 
great  problems,  indeed  many  such 
birds  defy  identification. 

With  no  immediately  obvious  features  to  go  on,  we  shall  have  to  use  a 
process  of  elimination.  At  least  with  a photograph  we  do  have  a 
stationary  image;  in  the  field,  the  bird  might  be  lost  to  view  before  we 
could  make  an  appraisal  of  all  the  details. 

If  we  examine  the  photograph  carefully,  we  can  see  that  the  bird  has 
a fairly  prominent  and  rather  broad  head.  The  wings  are  fairly  broad, 
with  the  hand  similar  in  width  to  the  arm,  producing  a somewhat 
rectangular  shape.  There  is  a slight  bulge  to  the  trailing  edge  of  the 
secondaries,  which  in  turn  gives  a pinched-in  look  to  the  base  of  the 
wings.  The  seven  'fingered  primaries  are  well  separated.  The  wings  are 
held  fairly  straight,  not  obviously  held  forward  or  kinked.  The  tail  is 
slightly  rounded  or  possibly  wedge-shaped;  it  is  just  over  two-thirds  of 
the  depth  of  the  wing,  making  it  neither  long  nor  particularly  short.  In 
fact,  there  is  nothing  particularly  striking  about  the  shape  at  all,  which, 
as  we  shall  see,  is  in  itself  a feature. 

Taking  buzzards  first,  we  can  quickly  eliminate  Buzzard  Buteo  buteo 
on  the  grounds  that  the  head  of  our  bird  protrudes  too  far  and  the 
secondary  bulge  produces  the  wrong  wing  shape.  Both  Long-legged 
Buzzard  B.  rufinus  and  Rough-legged  Buzzard  B.  lagopus  look  long- 
winged and  have  the  hand  narrower  than  the  arm,  so  they  too  are  safely 
ruled  out. 

White-tailed  Eagle  Haliaeetus  albicilla  has  a strongly  wedge-shaped 
tail,  and  the  massive,  broad  wings  show  a jagged  rear  edge  to  the 
secondaries  which  is  lacking  here.  Booted  Eagle  Hieraaetus  pennatus  has 
rather  narrow,  straight-edged  wings  and  a longer,  square-tipped  tail, 
while  Bonelli’s  Eagle  H.  fasciatus  also  shows  rectangular  wings  with  a 
hand  that  is  slightly  narrower  than  the  arm.  The  tail  of  Bonelli's  Eagle 
often  appears  very  long  and  is  invariably  square-ended.  Short-toed 
Eagle  Circaetus  gallicus  is  one  of  the  most  distinctively  shaped  of  the 
Palearctic  eagles.  With  a broad,  markedly  protruding  head  typical  of 
the  genus,  and  square-tipped  wings  which  are  both  long  and  rather 
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133.  Spotted  Eagle  Aquila  clanga,  India,  January  1979  (Klaus  Mailing  Olsen) 

broad  and  usually  held  forwards  when  soaring,  it  can  usually  be 
identified  even  at  great  range.  Both  Golden  Eagle  Aquila  chrysaetos  and 
Imperial  Eagle  A.  heliaca  are  long-winged  and  have  ample  tails.  The 
wings  of  Golden  Eagle  are  strongly  pinched-in  at  the  base,  making  the 
tail  appear  even  longer.  Imperial  Eagle  has  a very  prominent  head,  and 
adults  usually  show  almost  parallel  front  and  rear  edges  to  the  wings,  but 
some  juveniles  have  longer  secondaries,  producing  a bulge  on  the  trailing 
edge.  This  species  invariably  appears  large  and  heavily  built,  with  a 
powerful  flight,  characters  that  do  not  come  across  readily  from  a 
photograph,  but  are  usually  apparent  in  the  field. 

Similar  in  size  and  shape  to  Imperial  Eagle  is  Steppe/Tawny  Eagle  A. 
rapax.  This  species  often  shows  a wedge-shaped  tail  and  a secondary 
bulge,  particularly  on  immatures.  The  pronounced  gape  of  A.  r.  nipalensis, 
which  reaches  farther  back  below  the  eye  than  on  any  other  Palearctic 
eagle,  is  often  visible  in  the  field.  Lesser  Spotted  Eagle  A.  pomarina  can 
appear  almost  identical  in  shape  to  Steppe  Eagle,  though  it  is  much 
smaller  and  shorter-winged,  as  well  as  lacking  the  prominent  bill  and 
gape.  Spotted  Eagle  A.  clanga  also  shows  a wedge-shaped  tail,  though 
typically  this  is  rather  short,  and  it  also  has  a very  prominent  secondary 
bulge  which  accentuates  the  rather  broad-winged  appearance.  The  effects 
of  age  and  moult  can,  however,  alter  the  typical  flight  silhouette  of  these 
three  species,  making  their  shapes  appear  very  similar  at  times.  In 
particular,  fresh-plumaged  juvenile  Spotted  Eagles  may  have  distinctly 
longer  tails,  so  that  a ‘normal  looking’  tail  does  not  necessarily  rule  out 
Spotted. 

We  are  now  faced  with  a choice  between  three  species,  and  it  is 
debatable  whether  we  can  progress  much  farther  from  the  photograph 
alone.  In  the  field,  we  might  have  gained  a better  impression  of  size  and 
bulk,  particularly  if  we  had  some  recent  experience  of  raptor-watching. 
We  might  reasonably  say,  however,  that  the  bird  lacks  the  broad-winged, 
short-tailed  appearance  of  a typical  Spotted  Eagle,  and  does  not  look  quite 
so  massive  and  long-winged  as  would  a Steppe  Eagle,  and  that,  therefore, 
it  has  to  be  a Lesser  Spotted  Eagle.  If  we  did,  we  would  be  correct,  for  that 
is  the  species  shown:  photographed  by  J.  Roche  in  Algeria  in  September 
1979. 


My  stay  ph  o to graphs 


225 


If  we  could  have  seen  the  underwing  pattern,  we  could  have  been 
certain  of  the  identification,  for  the  paler  underwing-coverts,  uniform  with 
the  body  and  contrasting  with  the  darker  flight  feathers  (the  reverse  of  the 
pattern  of  Spotted  Eagle),  are  diagnostic.  An  immature  Steppe  Eagle 
would  normally  show  a pale  line  forming  a border  between  the  underwing- 
coverts  and  the  flight  feathers,  whilst  an  adult  would  show  a uniform 
greyish-brown  underwing  without  any  contrast  between  coverts  and  flight 
feathers.  An  excellent  summary  of  the  identification  features  of  these 
species  was  given  recently  by  Klaus  Mailing  Olsen  {Brit.  Birds  79:  329- 
331).  Iain  Robertson 


134.  Mystery  photograph  132.  Identify  the  species.  Answer  next  month 
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Atlas  of  Breeding  Birds  of  the  Algarve  This  year  is  the  first  of  this  five-year  project. 
Offers  of  help  will  be  much  appreciated.  Further  information  and  record  cards  can  be 
obtained  from  the  western  Algarve  organiser,  Mrs  Glenis  Yowles,  Yale  Bom.  Odelouca, 
8300  Silves,  Portugal;  or  from  the  eastern  Algarve  organiser:  Les  Batty,  U.  E./  Biologia 
Marinha  e Pescas,  Universidade  do  Algarve,  8000  Faro,  Portugal. 

Avian  pathology  and  disease:  register  of  laboratories  and  reference  centres  The 

International  Council  for  Bird  Preservation  is  publishing  the  Proceedings , edited  by  J.  E. 
Cooper,  of  a symposium  on  ‘Disease  and  management  of  threatened  wild  bird  populations’ 
held  in  Canada  in  1986.  With  growing  interest  in,  and  appreciation  of,  the  importance  of 
disease  and  wildlife  conservation,  it  was  agreed  to  include  a register  of  persons  and 
organisations  working  on  all  aspects  of  avian  pathology  and  disease.  The  ICBP  is  most 
anxious  to  include  all  those  interested  in  being  consulted  over  problems  relating  to 
morbidity  and  mortality  and  to  facilitate  exchange  of  information  and  material  between 
those  working  on  avian  disease.  Anyone  who  would  like  to  be  listed  in  the  register  should 
please  write  as  soon  as  possible  for  details  and  a questionnaire  to:  N.  Hillgarth,  Department 
of  Zoology,  South  Parks  Road,  Oxford  OX  l 3 PS;  or  toj.  E.  Cooper,  Royal  College  of  Surgeons 
of  England,  35/43  Lincoln’s  Inn  Fields,  London  WC2A  3PN. 

Transparencies  of  1987  rarities  Anyone  with  high-quality  colour  transparencies  of  a 1987 
rarity  is  asked  to  loan  the  originals  to  us  for  possible  use  (perhaps  in  colour)  in  the  next  rarities 
report.  To  be  considered,  transparencies  must  arrive  with  Dr  J.  T.  R.  Sharrock  (Fountains, 
Park  Lane,  Blunham,  Bedford  MK44  3NJ)  before  15th  june.  Thank  you. 
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the  risk  of  boring  our  regular  readers,  we  must  say,  yet  again,  that 


the  photographic  standard  of  this  competition  is  amazingly  high. 
For  the  judges,  this  is  very  much  one  of  the  highlights  of  the  year,  full  of 
pleasure  and  enjoyment.  It  is  extremely  rewarding  to  see  the  fruits  of 
some  of  the  world's  top  bird  photographers’  best  endeavours. 

From  the  103  entries,  the  judges’  selection  of  33  included  all  of 
Jacques  Trouvilliez’s  three  entries,  and  two  transparencies  from  eight 
other  photographers:  Dr  Kevin  Carlson,  Arie  de  Knijff,  Bob  Glover, 
Conrad  Greaves,  Dr  Mike  Hill,  Huub  Huneker,  Richard  T.  Mills  and 
Mike  Wilkes.  Further  sifting — not  an  easy  process — produced  a short- 
list of  17  transparencies,  from  which  11  were  selected  for  the  final 
independent  vote,  which  produced  the  following  result: 

1st  ‘Bird  PHOTOGRAPH  of  THE  Year’  Brent  Geese  Branta  bemicla  (R.  Glover,  Essex) 
(plate  137) 

2nd  Purple  Heron  Ardea purpurea  (Dr  Kevin  Carlson,  Norfolk)  (plate  135) 

3rd  Black-necked  Grebe  Podiceps  nigricollis  and  Black-headed  Gull  Larus  ridibundus 
(Jacques  Trouvilliez,  France)  (plate  136) 

4th  Little  Grebe  Tachybaptus  mficollis  (Arie  de  KnijlT,  Netherlands)  (plate  138) 

5th  Wren  Troglodytes  troglodytes  at  nest  of  Turtle  Dove  Streptopelia  turtur  (Tony 
Hamblin,  Warwickshire)  (plate  139) 

6th  Rufous  Bush  Robin  Cercotrichas  galaclotes  (Dr  Mike  Hill,  Bahrain) 

7th  Black-headed  Gull  (Nigel  R.  Jones,  Hampshire) 

8th=  Jackdaws  Coitus  monedula  (Mike  Wilkes,  Worcestershire) 

8th=  Corn  Bunting  Miliaria  calandra  (M.  J.  McKavett,  Merseyside) 

10th  White-breasted  Kingfisher  Halcyon  smymensis  (Huub  Huneker,  Netherlands) 
11th  Broad-billed  Sandpiper  Limicola  falcinellus  (Peter  de  Knijff,  Netherlands) 

The  other  six  short-listed  photographs  were:  Tufted  Ducks  Aythya 
fuligula  and  Pochards  A.ferina  (P.  Munsterman),  Sand  Partridges  Ammoper- 
dix  heyi  (Jan  A.  M.  Schram),  Oystercatchers  Haematopus  ostralegus  (R. 
Glover),  Wilson’s  Phalarope  Phalaropus  tricolor  (Dennis  Bright),  Bee- 
eater  Merops  apiaster  (Richard  T.  Mills),  and  Magpie  Pica  pica  and 
Buzzard  Buteo  buteo  (P.  Munsterman). 

Even  if  their  entry'  is  not  mentioned  here,  all  the  photographers  who 
submitted  transparencies  can  be  assured  that  there  was  little  wrong 
with  their  work — the  general  standard  was  very  high,  even  those  not 
selected  being  comparable  with  the  photographs  reproduced  here. 

If  we  have  any  criticism,  it  is  that  in  some  cases  the  balance  of  the 
composition — and  this  is  not  always  easy  in  the  heat  of  the  moment — 
could  be  improved  by  a little  judicious  masking,  to  bring  the  main 
subject  to  correct  position  in  the  frame,  to  avoid  an  out-of-focus 
foreground,  or  other  embarrassing  intrusions.  (This  can  easily  be  done  by 
remounting  with  the  aid  of  carefully  cut  aluminium  foil.) 

It  is  most  rewarding,  too,  to  be  able  to  report  a continuing  trend 
towards  ‘action’  photography:  if  we  considered  a photograph  of  a bird 
at  the  nest,  it  was  usually  for  this  reason. 

226  | Brit.  Birds H 1 : 226-232.  May  1 988] 
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Purple  Heron  Ardea  purpurea  at  nest  with  young,  Portugal,  May  1987  (Kevin 
Carlson)( Nikon  FE2.  70-210  mm  Nikkor  AF  zoom.  f.8.  1 /60th.  Kodachrome  64) 


136.  Black-necked  Grebe  Podiceps  nigricollis  and  Black-headed  Gull  Larus  ridibundus , France, 
June  1987  (Jacques  Troumlliez)  (Nikon  FE.  400  mm  Nikkor  f.5. 6.  Fujichrome  100) 
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137.  Bird  Photograph  OF  the  Year:  Brent  Geese  Branta  bemicla , Essex,  Januan 
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Glover)  (Nikon  FE.  55  mm  Mikronikkor.  f.3.5.  1 /500th.  Kodachrome  25) 
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138.  Little  Grebe  Tachybaptus  ruficollis,  Netherlands,  January  1987  (Arie  de  Knijff)  (Nikon  F3 
HP.  600  mm  IFED  Nikkor.  f.5.6.  Kodachrome  64) 


139.  Wren  Troglodytes  troglodytes  at  nest  of  Turtle  Dove  Streptopelia  turtur,  Warwickshire,  June 
1987  (4.  R.  Hamblin)  (Olympus  OM2N.  85-250  mm  Zuiko  zoom.  f.ll.  1 /30th.  Kodachrome 
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1 his  year,  we  have  selected,  by  our  votes,  a pictorial  subject  as  the 
winner.  In  all  respects,  Bob  Glover's  photograph  (plate  137)  is 
outstanding.  1 he  composition  is  superb;  the  Brent  Geese  (clearly 
identifiable  as  such  in  spite  of  the  individually  small  images)  flying  into 
the  picture,  all  neatly  fitting  into  the  frame.  It  captures  perfectly  the 
atmosphere  of  a crisp,  sunlit  January  day  out  on  the  Essex  saltings, 
ideally  illustrating  the  winter  habitat  of  the  geese.  We  note  with 
admiration  that  the  photographer  was  bold  enough  to  use  a slow,  but 
extremely  fine-grain  film,  which  has  allowed  both  the  full  detail  and 
also  the  considerable  beauty  of  the  scene  to  be  recorded  to  greatest 
effect.  Not  only  a worthy  winner,  but  also  an  indication  to  future 
entrants  that  the  judges  do  not  have  a stereotyped  ‘potential  winner  in 
mind:  provided  it  is  good  enough,  any  bird  photograph — whether  close- 
up  or  distant  atmosphere  shot — is  in  with  a chance. 

He’s  done  it  again!  After  his  aberration  last  year,  when  he  managed 
to  win  this  competition,  Kevin  Carlson  has  reverted  to  his  almost 
perennial  second  place.  What  consistency!  So  far,  no-one  has  managed 
to  win  twice,  but  we  can  assure  Kevin  that  this  is  not  a deliberate  policy 
of  the  judges.  Although,  as  readers  will  well  know,  we  try  not  to 
overplay  the  photography  of  birds  at  the  nest,  we  all  admire  Kevin’s 
nest-photographs  and  regard  him  as  one  of  the  world's  supreme 
masters  of  this  art.  His  Purple  Heron  (plate  135)  is  both  a very  fine 
photograph — in  sharp  focus,  well  captured,  perfectly  exposed — and  at 
the  same  time  is  of  considerable  interest.  We  share  with  the 
photographer  the  activity  as  the  parent  disgorges  food  brought  back  to 
the  nest  for  its  young.  It  was  with  some  difficulty  that  Kevin  introduced 
a hide  to  this  site,  a clump  of  willows  in  H/2  m depth  of  water.  We 
understand  that  at  one  point  he  became  dangerously  entangled  with 
water  lilies  while  swimming  to  the  hide.  It  is  also  worth  noting  the  good 
use  to  which  a zoom  lens  has  been  put  in  this  photograph,  neatly 
framing  the  adult  as  it  bends  to  feed  its  young. 

The  third-placed  photograph  arose  from  a study  of  the  use  made  by 
Black-necked  Grebes  of  the  protection  from  predators  provided  by  a 
colony  of  Black-headed  Gulls.  We  were  amused  to  discover  that 
Jacques  Trouvilliez  was  able  to  observe  the  colony  by  wading  in  a 
rubber  suit  in  1 '/>  m depth  of  water,  his  upperparts  disguised  as  the 
nest  of  a muskrat  Ondatra  zibethicus.  He  used  this  technique  to  take  the 
fine  shot  of  the  nesting  grebe  with  neighbouring  Black-headed  Gull, 
both  of  which  are  incubating  (plate  136).  While  the  grebe  reacts 
vigorously  to  another  nearby  grebe,  the  gull  remains  unconcerned. 

It  is  well  known  that  a grebe  will  sometimes,  when  disturbed,  remain 
partly  submerged,  with  only  its  head  appearing  above  water.  Usually,  it 
does  this  while  tucked  in  against  the  river-bank  or  amongst  the  reeds, 
so  this  behaviour  is  not  often  seen.  Still  more  rarely  is  it  photographed, 
so  we  were  full  of  admiration  for  Arie  de  KnijfFs  photograph  of  a Little 
Grebe  (plate  138),  not  under  a dark  shadowy  bank,  but  out  in  the  ‘open’ 
of  an  ice-fringed  area  of  unfrozen  water,  giving  us  a clear  unimpeded 
view  of  this  fascinating  aspect  of  grebe  behaviour.  None  of  the  judges 
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had  seen  a photograph  of  this  before,  let  alone  one  of  this  quality. 

Occasionally  the  nest-photographer  will  have  a surprise  and  be  able 
to  photograph  a species  of  bird  other  than  the  owner  of  the  nest.  This 
happened  to  Tony  Hamblin  while  he  was  awaiting  the  return  of  a Turtle 
Dove  to  its  nest  and  young.  A Wren  made  two  visits,  foraging  for 
invertebrates  in  the  doves’  nest,  and  on  one  occasion  appeared  to 
scrutinise  carefully  the  young,  actually  standing  on  one.  Unfortunately, 
on  that  occasion  the  Wren  kept  its  back  to  the  camera,  but  Tony  none- 
the-less  managed  to  obtain  this  interesting  shot  of  a rather  unusual 
event  (plate  139). 

Now  we  can  look  forward  to  next  year  and — we  are  sure — another 
batch  of  superb  pictures  from  the  world’s  top  bird-photographers.  We 
are  most  grateful  to  the  sponsors  of  this  competition,  the  publishers 
William  Collins  Son  & Co.  Ltd  and  Christopher  Helm  Publishers 
Ltd,  whose  support  of  British  Birds  provides  the  encouragement  that  is 
reflected  in  the  rising  standards  which  annually  amaze  the  judges. 

R.  J.  Chandler,  Eric  Hosking,  J.  T.  R.  SHARROCKand  Don 

Smith 


Letter 


Are  we  getting  our  figures  right?  The  BTO  may  well  tell  me  that  it  is 
extremely  naughty  of  me  to  turn  their  population  estimates  of  winter 
thrushes  Turdus  (by  D.  W.  Snow,  in  Lack  1986)  into  the  rounded  ratio  of: 
Blackbird  T.  merula  28:  Song  Thrush  71  philomelos  13:  Redwing  T.  iliacus  2 or  more:  Fieldfare  7. 
pilaris  2:  Mistle  Thrush  7.  viscivorus  1 

but,  there,  I’ve  done  it.  As  I suspected,  it  does  not  fit  the  count  ratios  of 
winter  thrushes  in  five  out  of  six  of  my  own  local  studies,  conducted  in 
England  from  1959  onwards. 

Yes,  I know  that  what  might  be  termed  ‘specific  visibility'  is  higher  for 
Fieldfare  and  sometimes  Redwing  than  for  the  other  species  and  that  ‘line 
counts’  and  ‘bird/day  totals’  can  be  untrustworthy  measurements. 
Nevertheless,  I am  stuck  with  the  impression — built  over  44  years — that 
the  normal  descending  order  of  winter  thrush  numbers  (written  left  to 
right)  is: 

Blackbird:  Redwing/Fieldfare:  Song:  Mistle 

In  the  context  of  about  180  km  of  line-counts  during  1950-84,  my 
Yorkshire  East  Riding  ratio  was: 

Blackbird  19:  Fieldfare  14:  Redwing  11:  Song  2:  Mistle  1 

In  the  context  of  about  75  km  of  a similar  discipline  in  1986-87,  my  east 
Staffordshire  ratio  is: 

Blackbird  18:  Fieldfare  16:  Mistle  3 and  Song  3:  Redwing  1 
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Only  in  Regent’s  Park,  London — hardly  typical  winter-thrush  habitat — 
have  my  counts  followed  the  ratio  of  the  Wintering  Atlas , and  that  was  20 
years  ago. 

The  position  of  Song  Thrush  is  the  one  that  puzzles  me  most.  The 
Wintering  Atlas  admits  that  it  is  ‘visually  less  conspicuous’  and  ‘more 
migratory’  than  Blackbird,  but  suggests  nevertheless  that  ‘less  than  a 
quarter’  of  the  late-summer  population  emigrates  from  Britain,  yet  with 
the  map  showing  clearly  a major  north  English  and  Scottish  evacuation. 
Hence  the  main  basis  of  the  conclusion  that  ‘6-10  million’  winter  in 
Britain  and  Ireland.  Except  in  Regent’s  Park,  I have  never  witnessed  any 
mainly  sustained  ‘summer  presence’  and  each  succeeding  autumn  I watch 
Song  Thrushes  ‘fade  away’ — except  perhaps  from  sheltered  village 
gardens — to  return  no  earlier  than  the  following  February,  but  then 
abruptly  in  a manner  that  suggests  a real  arrival  (and  not  local  re- 
distribution). Nor  have  I ever  convinced  myself  that  immigrant  Song 
Thrushes  add  substantially  to  winter  numbers.  I enjoy  picking  out  the 
'strange  dark'  and  ‘grey  Continental’  Song  Thrushes  in  autumn  falls;  I look 
for  them  in  winter,  but  with  only  rare  success. 

Finally,  does  not  the  Redwing  number — at  least  in  some  winters — -far 
more  than  1 million?  My  estimate  of  10,  even  15  million  (1981,  Birdwatching 
in  the  Seventies)  may  have  gone  over  the  top,  but  it  was  made  during  the 
review  of  a decade’s  records,  which  included  a one-day  total  of  150,000  on 
some  small  bits  of  northern  Scotland  on  26th  October  1976.  Maybe  the 
Redwing  is  not  as  common  as  it  used  to  be,  but  its  flocks  can  still  drown 
parts  of  our  countryside:  for  example,  34  km  of  the  M5’s  haw  thorn  hedges 
in  January'  1985.  In  the  same  month,  Redwings  clearly  outnumbered  all 
other  thrushes  in  the  village  of  Frocester,  Gloucestershire. 

As  my  also  Scottish  boss  says:  ‘Are  we  getting  our  figures  right?  and  'If 
not,  why  not?’  In  terms  of  conservation  accuracy,  getting  Song  Thrush  and 
Redwing  right  is  more  important  than  chasing  after  the  umpteenth  Ring- 
billed Gull  Larus  delawarensis.  Does  anyone  else  worry  about  Atlas 
estimates?  D.  I.  M.  WALLACE 

Elton  House , Chapel  Lane,  Newborough,  Burton-on-Trent,  East  Staffordshire 


Notes 

Three  Great  Crested  Grebes  building  a nesting  platform  On  12th 
November  1984,  at  Potteric  Carr,  Doncaster,  South  Yorkshire,  my 
attention  was  drawn  to  three  Great  Crested  Grebes  Podiceps  cristatus 
collecting  vegetation  and  arranging  it  on  a small  submerged  mound  which 
was  covered  by  about  5 cm  of  water.  The  three  grebes  were  easily 
separable:  bird  A was  an  adult  coming  back  into  summer  plumage 
(probably  male);  B was  an  adult  in  winter  plumage  (later  assumed  to  be  a 
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female  when  A was  seen  to  mount  and  copulate  with  it);  and  C was  an 
immature.  Since  August,  there  had  been  only  four  Great  Crested  Grebes 
at  Potteric  Carr:  A and  B and  their  two  offspring,  one  of  which  was  grebe 
C.  On  several  occasions  over  the  previous  two  months,  the  two  adults  had 
been  observed  displaying  for  short  periods.  When  I first  noticed  the 
building  activity,  B was  doing  most  of  the  work,  and  at  no  time  did  A seem 
as  enthusiastic  as  B.  At  first,  bird  C did  not  seem  welcome,  particularly  by 
bird  A,  but  both  adults  did  not  appear  to  want  bird  C to  be  too  close  at  this 
stage;  several  times,  C was  chased  from  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the 
platform  to  a distance  of  about  6 m.  If,  while  collecting  material,  the 
adults  moved  away  (usually  more  than  6 m)  from  the  platform,  the 
immature,  C,  took  the  opportunity  to  move  in  and  begin  to  add  material 
itself;  at  one  point,  C climbed  on  to  the  platform,  and  sat  there  until 
chased  off  by  B.  As  the  platform  progressed,  both  adults  became  more 
tolerant  of  the  immature,  C,  which  eventually  took  as  much  part  in 
building  activity  as  grebe  B.  After  one  short  period  of  activity,  B climbed 
on  to  the  platform  and,  after  some  neck-stretching  and  shaking,  began 
arranging  material  around  itself.  This  lasted  for  about  three  minutes, 
during  which  time  C continued  to  bring  material.  Eventually,  A and  B 
drifted  out  across  the  water  and  did  not  return.  The  immature,  C,  stayed 
around  the  platform  for  a further  five  minutes,  but  did  not  seem  too 
interested  once  the  adults  had  left  and  soon  swam  off  to  open  water.  The 
whole  episode  lasted  for  25-30  minutes. 

One  month  later,  on  12th  December  1984,  I observed  the  two  adults,  A 
and  B,  displaying,  platform-building  and  finally  copulating.  All  this  took 
place  in  the  presence  of  the  immature,  C,  which  was  chased  off  on  several 
occasions,  but  persistently  returned  until  the  adults  lost  interest  and 
drifted  away  preening. 

Although  grebes  will,  given  the  correct  stimuli,  take  part  in  unseasonal 
nest-building,  I can  find  no  reference  to  this  sort  of  behaviour  involving 
immatures.  R.  P.  LAMBE 

22  Carlton  Road , Doncaster,  South  Yorkshire  DN1  2TS 

Dr  K.  E.  L.  Simmons  has  commented  as  follows:  ‘The  observations  on  Great  Crested 
Grebes  Podiceps  cristatus  by  R.  P.  Lambe  (published  above)  provide  an  interesting  example 
of  early  courtship,  rather  than  unseasonal  nest-building.  Great  Crested  Grebes  often  start 
forming  or  re-forming  pairs  months  in  advance  of  eventual  nesting  (see,  e.g.,  Simmons 
1974).  Part  of  the  behaviour  associated  with  this  process  involves  the  building  of  one  or 
more  mating  platforms  upon  which  soliciting  and  copulation  occur.  As  with  a number  of 
other  species  that  go  through  mating  ceremonies  well  before  laying  (e.g.  Mallard  Anas 
platyrhynchos) , this  is  part  of  the  courtship  and  is  not  functional  mating  (which  happens 
later,  before  nesting  proper).  Unlike  ducks,  however,  grebes  can  copulate  only  out  of 
water,  so  they  have  to  build  a mating  structure  or  use  a “substitute”  one  (see  Simmons 
1955).  It  was  to  stress  the  significance  of  such  copulatory  courtship  that  I later  coined  the 
term  “platform  courtship"  for  activities  on  the  mating  platform  and  “water  courtship"  for 
the  better-known  and  even  more  complex  display  ceremonies  away  from  it  (see  also  BWP 
1:  85).  Such  behaviour  is  not  uncommon  during  December  and  January,  and  Mr  Lambe's 
observations  now  show  that  incipient  platform  courtship  can  occur  as  early  as  November. 
Incidentally,  the  identification  of  one  of  the  grebes  as  a female  on  the  basis  of  its  role  in 
copulation  is  uncertain  for,  as  first  discovered  some  87  years  ago  (Selous  1901),  this 
species  sometimes  performs  reversed  mounting. 

‘The  behaviour  of  the  immature  grebe  is  something  quite  different.  This  bird,  evidently 
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one  of  llie  offspring  of  the  pair  (probably  the  “in-chick”  of  B:  see  Simmons  1974)  that 
had — as  sometimes  occurs — continued  to  associate  with  its  parents  long  after  the  usual 
period  of  dependence,  was  probably  stimulated  to  take  part  in  plaform-building  by  the 
example  of  the  adults.  Encounters  with  weed  and  other  items  of  potential  nest  material 
can  trigger  in  young  grebes  from  an  early  age  a number  of  responses,  from  carrying  and 
depositing  to  performances  of  “weed-dances”,  that  become  functional  only  much  later  in 
life;  soliciting  among  older  juveniles,  both  before  and  after  independence,  also  occurs, 
but  in  my  experience  copulation  does  not  (details  in  Simmons  1970).  Elements  of  both 
water  and  platform  courtship  can  also  occasionally  be  shown  by  a young  grebe  towards 
one  of  its  parents.’  Eds 
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Leucism  and  partial  albinism  in  Balearic  race  of  Manx  Shearwater 

Leucism  and  albinism  have  been  reported  for  such  a variety  of  bird 
species  (e.g.,  Sage,  Brit.  Birds  56:  409-416;  Gross,  Bird  Banding  36:  67-71) 
that  lack  of  pigmentation  can  apparently  be  expected  in  any  species. 
According  to  Harrison  (1983,  Seabirds:  an  identification  guide)  and  the 
following  sources,  however,  it  has  been  reported  for  only  six  or  seven  out 
of  the  18-20  species  of  shearwater  Calonectris/Puffinus , detailed  descriptions 


140.  Partially  albinistic  Manx  Shearwater  Puffin  us  puffinus  of  Balearic  race  mauretanicus , 

Spain,  May  1985  (Ed  Mackrilt) 
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being  available  for  only  four  of  these:  Cory’s  C.  diomedea  (Haney,  Oriole  49: 
33-34),  Great  P.  gravis  (Lee  & Grant,  Wilson  Bull.  98:  488-490),  Sooty  P. 
griseus  (Stallcup,  Western  Birds  7:  113-136)  and  Audubon’s  P.  Ihemiinieri 
(Hayes  & Baker,  Elepaio  46:  32).  Harris  (BWP  vol.  1,  page  145)  reported 
partial  albinism  in  Manx  Shearwater  P.  puffinus , and  Mayaud  ( Alauda  3: 
230-249)  examined  an  aberrant  juvenile  female  Manx  of  the  Balearic  race 
mauretanicus  (which  the  present  authors  consider  better  treated  as 
belonging  to  a distinct  species,  P.  yelkouan:  Bourne  et  al.,  in  press),  but  no 
plumage  details  are  given  for  either  record. 

On  28th  August  1984,  PY  observed  at  close  range  a very  pale,  leucistic 
shearwater  off  Vendee,  western  France;  it  was  exactly  similar  in  size  and 
‘jizz’  to  accompanying  mauretanicus  and  was,  without  any  doubt,  a fresh- 
plumaged  juvenile  of  that  subspecies.  Ten  days  later,  in  the  same  area,  a 
similar  bird,  probably  the  same  one,  was  observed  twice.  The  upperparts 
appeared  an  almost  uniform  pale  grey,  the  primaries  being  a very  pale 
silvery-grey,  and  the  secondaries  slightly  darker.  The  underparts  were 
apparently  completely  white,  although  the  precise  colour  of  the  under- 
wing, obviously  very  pale,  was  not  determined  for  certain.  There  was  a 
sharp  demarcation  between  the  grey  upperparts  and  the  white  underparts, 
and  the  general  impression  was  of  a bird  looking  at  least  as  pale  as  an 
adult  Mediterranean  Gull  Larus  melanocephalus.  The  bill  was  of  a paler 
brown  than  generally  found  on  this  subspecies,  and  the  feet  were  flesh- 
coloured. 

In  May  1985,  a partially  albinistic  Manx  Shearwater  of  the  race 
mauretanicus  was  photographed  by  EJM  off  Menorca,  in  the  Balearic 
Islands,  Spain.  It  showed  well-developed  pure  white  patches  on  the 
central  lesser  coverts  on  both  wings,  extending  marginally  onto  the 
median  and  greater  coverts  on  at  least  the  left  wing,  and  two  small  pure 
white  spots  on  the  crown  (plate  140). 

Such  abnormalities  are  certainly  of  rare  occurrence,  the  above  records 
being  the  only  ones  we  have  obtained  out  of  the  many  thousand 
mauretanicus  each  of  us  has  carefully  observed.  Nor  do  they  seem 
commoner  in  other  shearwater  species:  fewer  than  a dozen  albinistic 
individuals  out  of  several  thousand  Cory’s  observed  by  Haney;  and  only 
one  partial  albino  out  of  3,095  Audubon’s  Shearwaters  observed  by  Hayes 
& Baker.  According  to  Lee  & Grant,  the  more  pronounced  feather 
abrasion  induced  by  the  lack  of  pigmentation  could  explain  the  scarcity  of 
albinism/leucism  records  in  shearwaters,  through  a reduced  potential  for 
survival.  In  order  to  avoid  possible  identification  pitfalls  with  shearwaters 
in  general,  however,  seawatchers  should  remember  that  they  can  be  faced 
with  such  puzzling  individuals.  E.J.  MACKRlLLand  P.  YESOU 

Welton-le- Marsh,  Spilsby , Lincolnshire  PE23  5SY 


Unusual  escape  flight  of  Grey  Heron  On  29th  April  1981,  at  Corris, 
Gwynedd,  I watched  a pair  of  Ravens  Corvus  corax  mobbing  a Grey 
Heron  Ardea  cinerea.  At  each  attack,  the  heron  folded  its  wings,  turned 
upside  down  and  dropped  a couple  of  metres  (in  the  manner  of  a Raven 
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itself).  The  Ravens  mobbed  as  a pair  and  attacked  three  times;  each 
time,  the  heron  turned  upside  down,  then  flapped  furiously  to  regain 
height.  After  200  m,  the  Ravens  left  the  heron  in  peace.  A Buzzard  Buteo 
buteo  which  flew  overhead  was  ignored  by  the  Ravens.  I have  not  seen 
this  escape  flight  used  by  Grey  Herons  before  or  since. 

Roger  Q.  Skeen 
Braich  Goch  Hotel,  Corris,  near  Machynlleth  SY20  9RD 

Diet  of  White-tailed  Eagle  in  Buckinghamshire  in  winter  1983/84 

An  immature  White-tailed  Eagle  Haliaeetus  albicilla  that  wintered  in  the 
Brill  area  of  Buckinghamshire  from  mid  December  1983  to  the  end  of 
February  1984  (Brit.  Birds  79:  539)  was  watched  by  over  4,000 
birdwatchers  for  hundreds  of  man-hours,  but  relatively  little  active 
feeding  was  observed.  In  an  attempt  to  assess  this  individual’s  diet, 
requests  for  information  were  placed  in  the  Buckinghamshire  Bird  Club 
Bulletin  (February  1984)  and  in  BTO  News  (May  1984).  The  results  of 
follow-up  ‘detective  work’  (to  distinguish  fact  from  fiction  as  rumours 
of  strange  prey  items  spread  from  local  villagers  to  interested 
birdwatchers)  are  summarised  below. 

The  eagle  fed  on  a number  of  live,  sometimes  moribund,  prey  and 
also  scavenged  widely.  It  was  seen  to  take  at  least  five  rabbits  Oryctolagus 
cuniculus , three  as  carrion  and  two  as  sick  myxomatosis  victims,  two 
brown  hares  Lepus  capensis , and  a dog  fox  Vulpes  vulpes.  It  flew  over  and 
frightened  a medium-sized  domestic  dog;  and  swooped  low  over  a 
muntjac  Muntiacus  reevesi  flushed  by  beaters,  crossing  a line  of  guns  in 
the  process  without  mishap. 

On  numerous  occasions,  the  eagle  was  seen  to  feed  on  rearing  and 
calving  cake  provided  for  the  local  livestock;  these  foods  are  composed 
very  largely  of  barley  and  maize,  but  include  herring  meal,  molasses, 
dried  poultry  and  soya.  It  was  repeatedly  mobbed  by  crows  (Corvidae) 
and  Black-headed  Gulls  Larus  ridibundus  in  particular,  but  with  time 
became  tolerant,  though  it  was  watched  stripping  a gull  carcase  while 
standing  in  floodwater.  At  a nearby  lake  frequented  more  often  later  in 
its  stay,  the  eagle  was  frequently  mobbed  by  Canada  Geese  Branta 
canadensis  and  especially  by  Grey  Herons  Ardea  cinerea , and  was  observed 
eating  dead  fish  (unidentified)  and  Coots  Fulica  atra.  The  interests  of 
the  eagle  were  daily  looked  after  by  the  local  keeper,  who,  ironically, 
had  his  binoculars  stolen  from  his  van  before  the  bird’s  arrival  and 
watched  it  through  the  telescopic  sights  of  his  rifle  for  long  periods. 

Records  were  contributed  by  Mrs  S.  Cowdy,  Mrs  R.  Hall,  Mrs  B.  M. 
Hulbert,  C.  Humphrey,  R.  S.  R.  Fitter,  J.  Knight,  R.  A.  Morgan,  P. 
Morris,  Fadv  Newall,  and  J.  Bibbv  Agriculture  Ltd  of  Banbury, 
Oxfordshire.  David  Glue 

Populations  Section , British  Trust  for  Ornithology,  Beech  Grove , Twig.  Hertford- 
shire HP23  5NR 

Barn  Owls  nesting  in  wells  in  Portugal  In  early  March  1985,  at 
Aretortas,  Almadena,  in  the  Algarve  area  of  southern  Portugal,  a pair  of 
Barn  Owls  Tyto  alba  was  disturbed  while  roosting  down  an  old  well.  By 
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the  end  of  March,  the  pair  had  moved  about  130  m to  another  old  well, 
which  was  passed  daily;  the  width  of  this  well  was  4.5  m at  the  top  and 
3 m in  the  lower  part.  By  7th  April,  five  eggs  had  been  laid  on  the  pump 
ledge  (maximum  width  80  cm),  10  m from  the  to.p  of  the  well  and  4.5  m 
above  the  water  surface;  three  of  the  eggs  were  scattered  and  two  were 
against  the  wall,  and,  when  a sixth  egg  appeared,  one  of  the  scattered 
eggs  was  placed  against  the  wall  to  make  a clutch  of  four  in  the  nest. 
Once  the  hen  was  seen  incubating,  visits  to  the  well  were  curtailed;  by 
27th  April,  however,  the  owls  had  deserted.  Subsequently,  the  owls 
were  found  about  100  m away  at  a third  old  well,  the  diameter  of  which 
was  3.2  m narrowing  to  about  2.7  m:  by  23rd  May,  five  eggs  had  been 
laid  on  a ledge  9.6  m from  the  top  and  5.7  m from  the  water;  when  the 
well  was  next  visited,  on  22nd  June,  the  eggs  were  apparently  deserted, 
there  being  no  sign  of  the  owls.  On  14th  July,  a third  clutch,  of  six  eggs, 
had  been  laid  farther  along  the  same  ledge,  and  on  13th  August  four 
owlets  had  hatched.  These  thrived  until  12th  September,  when  two  had 
fallen  to  the  bottom  of  the  well,  one  having  drowned  and  the  other 
ending  up  on  a small  patch  of  exposed  mud;  the  other  two  were  still  on 
the  ledge,  but  a rescue  attempt  resulted  in  one  falling  off,  and 
eventually  only  two  were  rescued  alive.  Since  it  was  not  practical  to 
place  the  owlets  in  a safe  place  where  they  could  be  fed  by  the  parents, 
hand  rearing  was  attempted. 

It  is  thought  that  the  Barn  Owls  chose  this  unusual  nest  site  because  of 
lack  of  suitable,  more  orthodox  sites  in  the  surrounding  countryside. 
House  mice  Mus  musculus,  common  rats  Rattus  norvegicus , shrews  Sorex, 
young  rabbits  Oiyctolagus  cuniculus  and  lizards  Lacerta  abound  in  the  area. 

Wendy  Nazar,  Michael  Nazar  and  Ian  F.  Kf.ymf.r 
Vale  Grifo,  Aretortas , Almadena  8600 , Lagos,  Portugal 
The  Old  Smithy,  The  Green , Edgefield,  Melton  Constable,  Norfolk  NR24  2AI. 


Robin  attacking  common  lizard  On  10th  June  1985,  on  Mousehold 
Heath,  Norwich,  Norfolk,  I noticed  an  adult  Robin  Erithacus  rubecula 
vigorously  attacking  a small  common  lizard  Lacerta  vivipara.  The  Robin 
would  leap  forward,  seize  the  lizard  and  shake  it  violently,  often  beating  it 
against  the  ground  (‘flogging’  it),  either  to  kill  it  or  perhaps  to  break  it  into 
smaller  pieces;  it  would  then  drop  the  lizard  and  jump  back.  The  Robin 
repeatedly  made  these  attacks,  flying  off  only  when  I approached  to  within 
a metre  or  two;  the  lizard  lay  motionless  between  onslaughts.  The  reptile, 
on  examination,  measured  4 cm;  it  had  recently  lost  its  tail,  presumably 
during  the  attacks,  and  had  some  damage  to  the  body  scales  around  the  tail 
stump  and  on  the  head.  After  about  a minute,  it  recovered  and  was 
released.  The  only  reference  I have  found  to  Robins  attacking  lizards 
involved  one  taking  young  sand  lizards  L.  agilis  (C.  Mead,  1984,  Robins). 
Whether  the  common  lizard  was  viewed  as  potential  prey  is  not  clear. 

P.  J.  Heath 

Elat  7,  2 Yarmouth  Road,  Thorpe.  Norwich , Norfolk 
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Male  Blackbird  feeding  wasps  to  young  During  weather  conditions 
bordering  on  drought  in  the  summer  of  1984,  I watched  a male 
Blackbird  Turdus  merula  in  my  garden  at  Levens,  Cumbria.  He  was 
feeding  wasps,  which  1 identified  as  tree  wasps  Vespula  sylvestris,  to  his 
young  (the  female  Blackbird  had  been  killed  by  a Sparrowhawk  Accipiter 
nisus).  I he  Blackbird  approached  the  wasps  in  a cotoneaster  Cotoneaster , 
brought  one  to  the  ground  and  killed  it  with  about  20  pecks  of  his  bill; 
he  then  tucked  the  insect  into  his  bill  and  selected  a further  wasp, 
although  this  was  not  killed  immediately.  The  prey  was  then  fed  to  the 
fledgling  Blackbirds  in  the  neighbouring  garden.  This  behaviour 
continued  at  intervals  of  10-15  minutes  throughout  the  afternoon  and 
on  the  following  day.  Initially,  at  least  100  wasps  were  visible,  but  on 
the  second  day  there  were  only  20-25,  and  thereafter  only  the 
occasional  one  was  seen.  Only  female  wasps  sting,  but  it  seems  highly 
unlikely  that  the  wasps  were  solely  males.  T.  R.  Birkhead  (Brit.  Birds  67: 
221-229)  included  the  Blackbird  among  species  recorded  eating  social 
wasps  (Vespidae),  but  I know  of  no  reference  to  Blackbirds  feeding 
wasps  to  their  young.  LESLIF.J.  Hai.L 

Causeway  Bud,  Levens,  Cumbria 


Warblers  fleeing  from  attacks  by  swallowtail  butterfly  On  1st 

August  1984,  a hot  and  sunny  day,  at  Hickling  Broad  NNR,  Norfolk,  1 
observed  a swallowtail  Bapilio  papilio  patrolling  a 50-m  stretch  of 
pathway  bordered  on  one  side  by  a reedbed  and  on  the  other  by  willows 
Salix.  During  15  minutes’  observation,  I saw  it  react  aggressively 
towards  a Reed  Warbler  Acrocephalus  scirpaceus  (twice)  and  a Sedge 
Warbler  A.  schoerwbaenus.  On  each  occasion,  the  warbler  emerged  from 
the  reedbed,  took  flight,  was  chased  by  the  swallowtail,  and  dived 
quickly  back  into  the  reedbed.  I can  only  assume  that  the  butterfly 
thought  that  the  warbler  was  an  intruder  into  its  territory  which 
represented  some  form  of  threat.  B.I).  Harding 

6 Braydeston  Avenue,  Brundall,  Noru'ich  XRI3  5JX 


The  latejohn  Heath  commented:  ‘Yes,  I think  this  must  be  a reaction  to  the  warblers 
entering  the  swallowtail’s  territory.  I haven't  seen  it  in  Britain,  but  there  are,  of  course, 
few'  recorded  observations  on  this  species  here.’  Ens 


Goldcrests  eating  lichen-covered  bark  On  21st  January’  1984,  at  East 
Meon,  Hampshire,  while  watching  a party  of  Goldcrests  Regulus  regulus 
foraging  in  a hedgerow,  I noticed  that  two  individuals  spent  some  time 
pecking  vigorously  at  a decayed  branch  of  trav  eller’s-joy  Clematis  vitalba 
which  was  covered  in  a green  lichen.  They  extracted  and  ate  small  parts, 
i One  individual’s  activity  seemed  to  attract  the  others,  which  then 
proceeded  to  attack  the  lichen-covered  branch  and  eat  small  quantities. 
'Subsequent  examination  revealed  no  trace  of  insect  life;  the  Goldcrests 
seemed  to  devour  the  lichen-covered  bark  for  itself  and  no  other  reason.  The 
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birds  made  no  attempt  to  catch  small  insects  in  the  area.  I can  find  no 
mention  in  the  literature  of  birds  eating  lichen.  E.  M.  Raynor 

Priors  Mead , Nash  Meadow,  South  Warnborough,  Hampshire 

We  recently  published  a record  of  Long-tailed  Tits  Aegithalos  caudatus  apparently  eating 
lichen  (Brit.  Birds  80:  169).  Ens 


Possible  sap-sucking  by  Long-tailed  Tits  During  cold  weather  in  late 
February  1985,  near  Hitchin,  Hertfordshire,  I noticed  a flock  of  Long- 
tailed Tits  Aegithalos  caudatus  returning  repeatedly  to  a wet  patch  on  the 
trunk  of  a sycamore  Acer  pseudoplatanus.  The  patch  was  presumably 
oozing  sap,  although  it  may  possibly  have  been  meltwater  from  a 
deposit  of  ice.  The  tits  were  drinking  the  liquid,  and  tolerated  an 
approach  to  within  about  1 m.  Other  species  were  in  the  vicinity, 
including  Blue  Parus  caeruleus  and  Great  Tits  P.  major  and  Treecreepers 
Certhia  familiaris,  but  none  was  seen  to  drink  from  the  wet  patch. 

Nigel  Agar 

34  Oakfield  Avenue,  Hitchin,  Hertfordshire  SG4  9JB 

Further  observations  of  a similar  nature  will  be  welcome,  particularly  if  they  help  to 
resolve  the  question  of  whether  the  liquid  being  drunk  is  sap  or  water.  Eos 


Double  song  of  Cirl  Bunting  Most  standard  textbooks  describe  the  song 
of  the  Cirl  Bunting  Emberiga  cirlus  as  a metallic  one-riote  rattle,  perhaps 
recalling  that  of  a Lesser  Whitethroat  Sylvia  curruca.  The  Handbook  also 
describes  a ‘rare  variant’,  scarcely,  if  at  all,  distinguishable  from  the  song  of 
the  Yellowhammer  E.  citrinella,  but  without  the  final  ‘cheese’.  During  the 
springs  of  1982,  1983  and  1984,  in  Somerset,  I spent  some  time  watching 
and  listening  to  one,  sometimes  two,  male  Cirl  Buntings.  It  gradually 
dawned  on  me  that  they  were  regularly  giving  two  similar,  but  quite 
distinct  song  types:  most  frequently  heard  (about  80%  of  all  songs  in  1982) 
was  a fast,  high-pitched,  dry,  insect-like  trill;  the  second  type  was  a slower, 
lower-pitched,  almost  ‘dribbling’  trill,  vaguely  recalling  Yellowhammer  or, 
perhaps,  Lesser  Whitethroat  (the  quality  maybe  even  recalling  Chaffinch 
Fringilla  coelebs ).  An  individual  would  usually  sing  for  a considerable  time  in 
one  bush  before  flying  low  and  direct  to  another  bush,  sometimes  as  much 
as  a couple  of  hundred  metres  away,  where  it  would  then  often  switch 
song  type.  It  would  sometimes  also  switch  songs  after  an  intervening 
feeding  bout,  but,  on  other  occasions,  the  songs  would  be  alternated  more 
randomly:  perhaps  five  to  ten  bursts  of  the  first  song  and  then  five  to  ten 
bursts  of  the  second,  before  reverting  once  again  to  the  original. 

It  is  not  known  whether  this  double  song  is  typical  of  all  Cirl  Buntings,  or 
whether  it  is  peculiar  to  those  in  this  particular  area.  Also,  I do  not  know 
whether  the  textbook  ‘Lesser  Whitethroat  song’  refers  to  the  first  song  type 
or  the  second,  although  the  first  did  not  to  my  ear  suggest  Lesser 
Whitethroat.  The  reasons  for  this  double  song  are  not  immediately 
apparent,  but,  since  Cirl  Buntings  can  have  extremely  large  territories 
(Brit.  Birds  75:  105-108),  could  it  be  that  the  two  songs  are  used  in  order  to 
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create  an  illusion  of  the  presence  of  two  individuals  so  that  a larger  territory 
may  be  defended?  K..  E.  Vinicombe 

/ Exton  Close,  Whitchurch.  Bristol  BS14  9QG 

The  theory  that  song  variants  may  create  an  illusion  of  the  presence  of  more  than  one 
bird — known  as  the  ‘Beau  Geste  hypothesis’ — was  first  discussed  byj.  R.  Krebs  (1977,  Anim. 
Behaviour  25:  475-478).  Ithas,  however,  been  criticised  (see  A Dictionary  oj Birds,  1985).  Eds 


Announcements 


West  Palearctic  List  Committee  The  main  aims  of  the  WPLC  were  announced  last  year 
(Brit.  Birds  80:  176-177).  National  representatives  on  the  WPLC  have  now  been  appointed  for 
most  West  Palearctic  countries,  as  follows: 

Albania  No  representative  yet  nominated 
Algeria  No  representative  yet  nominated 
Azores  No  representative  yet  nominated 
Acstria  No  representative  yet  nominated 

Bf.i.givm  Rene-Marie  Lafontaine,  IRSNB,  29  Rue  Vautier,  1040  Brussels 

Bulgaria  Dr  Taniu  Michev,  Research  & Co-ordination  Centre  for  Environmental  Protection,  Yuri 
Gagarin  St  2,  Sofia  1113 

Canary  Islands  Dr  Aurelio  Martin,  Departamento  de  Biologia  Animal  (Zoologia),  Universidad  de  la 
Laguna,  38206  La  Laguna,  T enerife 
Capf,  Verdf.  Islands  No  representative  yet  nominated 

Cyprus  C.  J.  L.  Bennett,  The  Cyprus  Ornithological  Society  1957,  PO  Box  4319,  Nicosia 
Czechoslovakia  Dr  Karel  Stastny,  Institute  of  Applied  Ecology  and  Ecotechnology,  Agriculture 
University  in  Prague,  281  63  Kostelec  n.C.lesy 
Denmark  Klaus  Mailing  Olsen,  Mollegade  21  st.  th,  DK-2200  Copenhagen  N 
Egypt  No  representative  yet  nominated 

Estonian  SSR  Dr  Vilju  l.illeleht,  Institute  of  Zoology  and  Botany,  21  Yanemuise  St.  SU-202400  I artu 

Faroe  Islands  No  representative  yet  nominated 

Federal  Republic:  of  Germany  No  representative  yet  nominated 

Finland  Lasse  J.  Eaine,  Brontie  2 as  2,  SF-02400  Kirkkinummi 

France  Dr  Philippe  J.  Dubois,  I.PO,  51  rue  Eangier,  75017  Paris 

German  Democratic  Republic.  No  representative  yet  nominated 

Greece  George  1.  Handrinos,  50  El  Venizelou  Street,  166  75  Glyfada 

Hungary  Dr  Laszlo  Haraszthy,  Madartani  Intezet,  H- 1121  Budapest,  Kolto  u.  21 

Iceland  Dr  Aevar  Petersen,  Icelandic  Museum  of  Natural  History,  PO  Box  5320,  125  Reykjavik 

Iraq  No  representative  yet  nominated 

Israel  Hadoram  Shirihai,  PO  Box  4168,  Eilat  88102 

Italy  Marco  Gustin,  Stazione  Romana  per  L’Osservazione  e la  Protezione  degli  Uccelli.  c/o  Oasi 
Naturale  VVVVF  Bosco  di  Palo,  Via  Palo  Laziale  2,  00055  Ladispoli  (Rome) 

Jordan  No  representative  yet  nominated 
Kuwait  No  representative  yet  nominated 

Latvian  SSR  Dr  Janis  Baumanis,  Laboratory  of  Ornithology,  Miera  3,  Salaspils 
Lebanon  No  representative  yet  nominated 
Libya  No  representative  yet  nominated 

Luxembourg  David  Crowther,  18  rue  des  Eglantiers,  L-8227  Mamer 
Madeira  Dr  Francis  Zino,  Rua  Dr.  Pita  7,  9000  Funchal 
M alt  a Joe  Sultana,  The  Ornithological  Society,  PO  Box  448.  \ alletta 
Morocco  No  representative  yet  nominated 

Net  herlands  Amoud  B.  van  den  Berg.  Duinlustparkweg  98,  2082  EG  Santpoort-Zuid 
Norway  Viggo  Ree,  c/o  Zoological  Museum,  Sars"  gate  1,  N-0562  Oslo  5 

Poland  Dr  Tadeusz  Stawarczyk,  Wroclaw  University,  Museum  of  Natural  History,  Sienkiewicza  21,  50- 
. 335  Wroclaw 

Portugal  Dr  Antonio  Teixeira,  CEMPA,  Servigo  Nacional  de  Parques,  Reservas  e Conservagao  da 
Natureza,  Rua  da  Lapa  73,  1200  Lisboa 

Republic  of  Ireland  Killian  Mullamey,  Redshire  House,  Redshire  Road,  Murrintown.lCo.  Wexford 
Romania  Dr  Victor  Ciochia,  Str.  Pavilionele  CFR  30.  R-2200  Brasov 

Spain  Dr  Eduardo  de  Juana,  Catedra  de  Zoologia  (Vertebrados),  Facultad  de  Biologia.  Universidad 
Complutense,  28040  Madrid 
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Sweden  Erik  Hirschfeld,  S.  Forstadsg.  62,  S-211  43  Malmo 

Sweezf.ri.and  Dr  RafFael  Winkler,  Naturhistorisches  Museum,  August inergasse  2,  CH-4001  Basel 
Syria  No  representative  yet  nominated 

Tunisia  Thierry  Gaultier,  INRST/Omithologie,  Bordj  Cedria,  BP  95,  2050  Hamman-Lif 
Turkey  Rod  Martins  (provisional  representative),  6 Connaught  Road.  Norwich  NR2  3BP,  United 
Kingdom  '* 

United  Kingdom  Dr  J.  T.  R.  Sharrock,  Fountains,  Park  Lane,  Blunham,  Bedford  MK44  3NJ 
Yugoslavia  Iztok  Geister,  64202  Naklo,  Pokopaliska  pot  13 

We  hope  that  the  gaps  will  soon  be  filled  by  nominations  from  the  relevant  ornithological 
societies.  All  correspondence  should  be  directed  to  the  WPLC,  c/o  Dr  J.  T.  R.  Sharrock, 
British  Birds,  Fountains,  Park  Lane,  Blunham,  Bedford  MK44  3NJ,  Fmgland. 


Reduced  subscriptions  to  'BB’  We  are  delighted  that  co-operation  continues  between 
British  Birds  and  the  following  organisations,  whose  members*  are  entitled  to  claim  a reduced 
subscription  to  British  Birds. 


American  Birding  Association  (Birding) 

Army  Birdwatching  Society 

Banbury  Ornithological  Society 

Bardsey  Bird  Observatory 

Bedfordshire  Natural  History  Society 

Bristol  Naturalists’  Society 

Bristol  Ornithological  Club 

British  Ornithologists’  Union 

British  Trust  for  Ornithology 

Buckinghamshire  Bird  Club 

Cambridge  Bird  Club 

Cardiff  Naturalists’  Society 

Cornwall  Bird- Watching  & Preservation  Soc. 

Chester  & District  Ornithological  Society 

Christchurch  Harbour  Ornithological  Club 

Cumbria  Association  of  Nat.  Hist.  Socs. 

Derbyshire  Ornithological  Society 

Devon  Bird  Watching  & Preservation  Soc. 

Dorset  Bird  Club 

Dorset  Nat.  Hist.  & Arch.  Soc. 

Dungeness  Bird  Observatory 
Durham  Bird  Club 
Dutch  Birding  Association 
Essex  Birdwatching  & Preservation  Soc. 

Fair  Isle  Bird  Observatory 
Finland,  Association  of  Ornithological  Socs. 
Filey  Brigg  Ornithological  Group 
Gloucestershire  Naturalists’  Society 
Gwent  Ornithological  Society’ 

Hampshire  Ornithological  Society 
Hertfordshire  Natural  History  Society 
Huntingdonshire  Fauna  & Flora  Soc. 

Irish  W’ildbird  Conservancy 

Isle  of  W'ight  Nat.  Hist.  & Arch.  Soc. 

Kent  Ornithological  Society 
Lancaster  & District  Birdwatching  Soc. 
Leeds  Birdwatchers’  Club 
Leicestershire  & Rutland  Orn.  Soc. 

Leigh  Ornithological  Society 
Limicola  (subscribers  to) 


Lincolnshire  Bird  Club 
London  Natural  History  Society 
Norfolk  & Norwich  Naturalists’  Society 
Norfolk  Ornithologists’  Association 
Northamptonshire  Bird  Club 
Northern  Ireland  Ornithologists’  Club 
Northumberland  & Tyneside  Bird  Club 
Nottinghamshire  Birdwatchers 
Oriental  Bird  Club 

Ornithological  Society  of  the  Middle  East 
Oxford  Ornithological  Society 
Portland  Bird  Observatory 
Reading  Ornithological  Club 
Rotherham  & District  Om.  Soc. 

Royal  Air  Force  Orn.  Soc. 

Royal  Naval  Bird  Watching  Society 
Royal  Society  for  the  Protection  of  Birds 
Sandwich  Bay  Bird  Observatory 
Scottish  Ornithologists’  Club 
Sheffield  Bird  Study  Group 
Shetland  Bird  Club 
Shropshire  Ornithological  Society 
Societe  Jersiaise 

Somerset  Ornithological  Society 

South  Walney  Nature  Reserve 

Suffolk  Ornithologists’  Croup 

Surbiton  & District  Birdw'atching  Society 

Surrey  Bird  Club 

Sussex  Ornithological  Society 

Sveriges  Ornitologiska  Forening 

Teesmouth  Bird  Club 

Wakefield  Naturalists’  Society 

Western  Field  Ornithologists  (Western  Birds) 

West  Midland  Bird  Club 

West  Wales  Trust  for  Nature  Conservation 

Wildfowl  Trust 

Wiltshire  Ornithological  Society 
York  Ornithological  Club 
Young  Ornithologists’  Club  (aged  11-18) 
All  holders  of  a current  UK  ringing  permit 


‘Libraries,  reading  circles,  universities  and  other  institutions  are  not  eligible. 

We  do  urge  all  birdwatchers  to  join  their  local  society  or  club  and  to  support  and 
participate  in  the  surveys  and  other  fieldwork  organised  by  national  as  well  as  local  bird 
organisations. 

We  limit  the  number  of  participants  in  our  Special  Offer  Subscription  Scheme,  but 
applications  from  clubs  or  societies  to  join  (or  rejoin)  should  be  made  to  Erika  Sharrock, 
Fountains,  Park  Lane,  Blunham,  Bedford  MK44  3NJ. 
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New  books  in  British  BirdShop  1 his  month,  we  have  added  the  following  items: 
f lint,  Boehme,  Kostin  & Kuznetsov  Birds  of  the  l SSR 
Gooders  II  here  to  11  atch  Birds  in  Europe 
Joh  nsgard  Diving  Birds  of  North  America 
McFarland  The  Oxford  Companion  to  Animal  Behaviour 
Soper  & BTO  GoBirding! 

Stroud,  Reed,  Pienkowski  & Lindsay  Birds,  Bogs  and  Forestry 
1 he  following  special  offers  are  also  available  this  month:  ( 1)  The  Birds  of  Africa:  (2)  Crozes 
of  the  II  mid:  (3)  The  Natural  History  of  the  l SSR:  (4)  The  Frontiers  of  Bird  Identification. 

Please  use  the  order  forms  on  pages  xi  & xii. 


Reviews 


Seabirds:  feeding  ecology  and  role  in  marine  ecosystems.  Edited  by 
J.  P.  Croxall.  Cambridge  University  Press,  Cambridge,  1987.  408 
pages.  £30.00. 

Most  seabirds  eat  fish  and  are  therefore  potential  competitors  with  the  various,  and 
mostly  expanding,  human  fisheries;  seabirds  are  now  attracting  much  scientific  effort.  To 
quote  from  the  apt  cover  notes,  'this  book  is  concerned  with  the  ways  in  which  seabirds 
function  as  predators  in  the  marine  environment;  in  particular  about  how  they  find  and 
catch  food  and  how  much  of  it  they  consume.'  The  book  also  'examines  quantitatively  the 
interactions  of  seabird  communities  with  their  prey.’  There  are  chapters  from  many  of  the 
best  researchers  in  the  field,  and  the  volume  is  introduced,  edited  and  summarised  by 
John  Croxall  in  his  usual  impressive  manner.  Specific  topics  range  from  the  diet  or 
feeding  ecology  of  penguins,  Procellariiformes  and  Pelecaniformes,  through  kleptopar- 
asitism,  flight  and  diving,  to  the  links  between  birds  and  krill.  The  book  will  be  outside 
the  price  range  of  most  BB  readers,  but  anyone  seriously  interested  in  seabirds  should  at 
least  glance  at  a library  copy  as  they  will  find  some  very  interesting,  and  usually  clearly 
written, contributions.  Mikf.  Harris 

Diving  Birds  of  North  America.  By  Paul  A.  Johnsgard.  University  of 
Nebraska  Press,  Lincoln  & London,  1987.  294  pages;  32  colour  plates; 
38  line-drawings;  31  maps.  £42.75. 

In  recent  years,  Professor  Johnsgard  has  produced  a series  of  monographs  on  a variety  of 
interesting  bird  families  on  a North  American  or  world-wide  basis.  All  these  were 
taxonomically  discrete,  but  now  he  has  turned  his  hand  to  three  families — divers 
(Gaviidae),  grebes  (Podicipedidae),  and  auks  (Alcidae) — which  are  either  totally 
unrelated  (divers/grebes,  grebes/auks)  or  of  still  uncertain  affinity  (divers/auks).  These 
were  the  subject  also  of  the  classic  by  A.  G.  Bent.  The  present  book  is  a worthy  successor 
to  this,  ably  drawing  together  60  odd  years  of  further  information. 

The  organisation  of  the  text  is  similar  to  Johnsgard's  other  monographs,  the  bulk  being 
taken  up  with  the  species  accounts  covering  four  divers,  six  grebes,  and  21  auks.  All  are 
surface  divers  and  underwater  swimmers,  and  it  is  this  which  links  them  and  makes  them 
suitable  as  joint  subjects  of  a single  book  though,  of  course,  the  divers  and  grebes  use 
their  feet  to  progress  below  the  surface  while  the  auks  employ  their  wings. 

Like  Bent’s  Life  Histories  of  North  American  Diz’ing  Birds  ( 1919),  Johnsgard's  monograph  is 
really  a handbook  in  that  it  is  essentially  a formal  compilation  rather  than  a really 
intimate  study  of  one  or  more  of  the  subject  families  based  on  that  deep,  specialised 
familiarity  which  comes  from  years  of  intensive  research.  It  is  on  this  basis,  perhaps,  that 
the  book  should  be  judged,  inviting  comparison  especially  with  PIlPvol.  1 (for  divers  and 
grebes),  on  which  it  has  drawn  heavily,  and  flWPvoI.  4 (for  auks).  It  scores  over  PltPin  its 
six  introductory  chapters,  where  the  comparative  biology  of  the  three  families  is  outlined 
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in  some  detail.  Although,  in  some  of  these,  one  might  have  welcomed  additional 
comparisons,  say  with  certain  diving  ducks  or  cormorants,  this  introductory  material  is  a 
valuable  feature  of  the  book,  as  are  the  various  appendixes  (including  those  giving 
identification  keys). 

In  its  species  treatments  of  the  same  four  divers,  however,  it  hardly  improves  on  BWP 
vol.  1 and  is  not  so  detailed;  the  same  is  even  more  true  of  the  grebes,  except  here  we  have 
the  bonus  of  two  more  species  accounts  (for  the  Least  Grebe  Tachybaptus  dominicus  and 
Western  Grebe  Aechmophorus  occidentalis)  and  a fuller  account  of  the  Pied-billed  Podilymbus 
podiceps.  So  it  is  in  its  coverage  of  the  auks,  I suspect,  that  the  book  will  prove  of  most 
value  to  general  ornithologists  and  birdwatchers  in  the  Old  World.  Here  there  is  an 
overlap  of  only  seven  species  with  BWPv ol.  4,  so  the  coverage  of  the  other  14  auks  usually 
complements  the  sections  in  that  book  which,  though  listed,  seems  hardly  to  have  been 
drawn  on  at  all.  Thus,  between  Johnsgard  and  BWPv  ol.  4,  we  have  a most  useful  coverage 
of  nearly  all  the  auks.  Though  specialists  may  wish  to  wait  until  the  appearance  of  Dr  Asa 
C.  Thorenson’s  forthcoming  monograph  on  the  whole  family,  the  rest  of  us  should  be 
happy  with  Johnsgard,  especially  as  he  was  able  to  consult  Dr  Thorenson’s  text  and  thus 
reduce  the  area  of  overlap.  There  is  also  the  bonus  of  those  comparisons  with  the  divers 
andgrebes.  K.  E.  L.  SIMMONS  ' 


The  Oxford  Companion  to  Animal  Behaviour.  Edited  by  David 
McFarland.  OUP,  Oxford,  1987.  685  pages;  many  line-drawings. 
Paperback  £12.95. 

This  standard  reference  work  first  appeared  in  1981.  Although  it  has  not  been  revised  for 
this  new  edition,  various  small  corrections  have  been  made  and,  more  importantly,  an 
extremely  detailed  index  has  been  added.  Ethology,  or  the  study  of  animal  behaviour,  has 
been  growing  apace  in  recent  decades  and  this  work  performs  a great  service  in  making 
recent  advances  available  to  the  non-scientist,  while  at  the  same  time  providing  the 
expert  in  one  aspect  of  ethology  with  up-to-date  information  about  other  areas  of  study. 

The  concept  is  a good  one:  get  a team  of  leading  ethologists,  about  75  of  them,  to  write 
about  their  oarticular  field,  allowing  them  several  thousand  words  for  the  more  important 
topics  with  references  to  further  reading,  edit  these  texts  into  a very  readable  and 
harmonious  whole  and  add  numerous  shorter  entries  to  cover  subsidiary  subjects.  The 
result  is  closer  to  an  encyclopedia  than  a dictionary,  with  the  subject  matter  arranged 
alphabetically  and  dealt  with  in  considerable  depth. 

Although  it  deserves  a place  on  any  bookshelf  as  an  invaluable  reference  work,  this  is 
also  a great  book  for  dipping,  the  eye  usually  being  caught  by  one  of  the  line-drawings 
with  which  the  book  is  generously  provided.  The  illustrations  are  all  carefully  chosen  to 
help  make  a point,  and  excel  in  both  clarity  and  artistry. 

I have  enjoyed  dipping  and  reading  on  a wide  variety  of  subjects,  but  I have  enjoyed  it 
more  since  I alighted  upon  the  article  devoted  to  the  history  of  the  study  of  animal 
behaviour.  This  should  be  required  reading  for  anyone  coming  fresh  to  the  subject,  and 
for  those  professionals  already  involved  who  might  not  be  paying  sufficient  heed  to  those 
who  have  gone  before.  As  principally  a bird  specialist,  I could,  prior  to  reading  this 
article,  conjure  up  the  names  of  Heinroth,  Lorenz  and  Tinbergen,  who  have  certainly 
made  the  greatest  modern  contributions  to  the  science  of  ethology,  but  I am  now  aware  of 
the  long  list  of  earlier  workers  on  whose  sound  foundations  those  famous  three  built  their 
own  notable  studies. 

From  no  index  at  all,  which  in  any  book  other  than  a dictionary  is  a crime  against  the 
reader,  the  publishers  have  now  provided  no  less  than  a massive  72  pages  to  index  a text 
of  6 10  pages.  It  is,  needless  to  say,  incredibly  detailed  and  a boon  to  the  reader  wishing  to 
research  a particular  aspect  or  check  through  references  to  a single  species.  In  at  least  one 
case,  however,  the  indexer  has  over-reached  himself.  On  looking  up  ‘duck’  (what  else?)  1 
was  surprised  to  see  a sub-heading  of ‘tool-using’,  and  even  more  surprised  on  turning  to 
the  indicated  page  to  find  that  the  text  concerned  captive  monkeys  and  chimpanzees 
using  pieces  of  bread  to  lure  ducks  within  reach  to  capture  and  kill  them.  That  is  no  more 
tool-using  by  ducks  than  this  is  a review  of  me  by  this  book.  M . A.  Ogii.VIF. 
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Opinions  expressed  in  this  feature  are  not  necessarily  those  of  'British  Birds’ 


Another  Islay  controversy  By  early  Feb- 
ruary 1988,  ten  licences  had  been  issued 
allowing  the  shooting  of  Greenland 
White-fronted  Geese  Anser  albifrons  flaviros- 
tris  on  the  island  of  Islay.  Once  again,  the 
Department  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries 
for  Scotland  has  ignored  advice  from  the 
Nature  Gonservancy  Council  and  seems  to 
have  brushed  aside  the  fact  that  a team 
funded  hv  the  Manpower  Services  Com- 
mission had  been  employed  to  scare  the 
geese  from  fields  where  they  might  cause 
damage.  The  fact  that  this  declining  race 
(only  some  21,000  individuals  exist)  needs 
protection,  and  the  notion  that  a solution 
to  the  alleged  problems  on  Islay  might  he 
solved  by  other,  less  dramatic  measures, 
seem  to  have  been  overlooked  too.  Shoot- 
ing under  licence  is  supposed  to  be  a last- 
resort  tactic  when  other  methods  of  con- 
trol have  failed;  and  where  there  is  serious 
damage  to  crops.  It  is  quite  clear  that 
‘other  methods’  have  scarcely  been  given  a 
chance  to  succeed;  and  the  proof  of  serious 
damage  seems  slender,  to  say  the  least.  We 
hope  that  proper  discussions  will  be  held 
and  other  solutions  considered  before  next 
winter:  in  this  day  and  age,  there  is  really 
no  excuse  for  DAFS  to  behave  like  this.  It 
may  not  bother  them,  but  it  bothers  us  that 
they  are  earning,  for  Scotland,  an  unde- 
served reputation  for  being  backward  in 
conservation  thinking;  this  is  even  worse 
when  we  hear  that  the  Greenlanders  are 
angry  about  the  whole  affair,  having  them- 
selves invested  so  much  hard  work  in 
protecting  the  birds’  breeding  grounds. 

NCC  needs  volunteers  The  Nature  Con- 
servancy Council  has  asked  us  to  draw- 
readers’  attention  to  its  need  for  volun- 
teers to  help  with  its  Coastwatch  Survey, 
which  aims  to  gather  basic  data  about 
some  9,500  km  of  coastline,  about  half  of  it 
in  Scotland.  Details  of  habitats  will  be 
gathered,  as  well  as  information  on  poten- 
tially damaging  activities,  all  of  which  will 
be  invaluable  for  future  planning  of  survey 
and  conservation  work.  For  more  details. 


write  to  Tom  Mercer,  NCC,  Northminster 
House,  Peterborough  pf.i  it  a. 

Birdwatch  1988  David  Tomlinson  has 
reminded  us  that  this  year’s  Country  Life/ 
Royal  Society  for  Nature  Conservation  Bird- 
watch  takes  place  over  the  weekend  of  14th/ 
15th  May.  Teams  of  four  people  have  to  see 
how  many  species  they  can  find  over  24 
hours  (midnight  to  midnight)  on  either  day; 
sponsorship  money  raised  goes  to  the 
British  Wildlife  Appeal.  This  event  is  now 
firmly  established  as  part  of  the  birding 
calendar,  and  there  are  handsome  prizes  for 
the  winning  teams.  It  is  not  too  late  to  enter, 
and  David  will  gladlv  send  you  more  details 
and  an  application  form  if  you  write  to  him 
now  at  Country  Life/ RSNC  County  Bird- 
watch,  King’s  Reach  lower,  Stamford 
Street,  London  sf.i  9l  s,  or  telephone  01-261 
6665. 

BTO's  City  Launch  of  £1.5  million 
appeal  At  a definitely  up-market  Recep- 
tion, held  at  the  BP  offices  in  London  on 
8th  February,  the  BTO  launched  its  appeal 
to  the  City  lor  the  £719,847  needed  to 
bring  its  National  Centre  for  Ornithology 
Appeal  fund  up  to  the  £1.5  million  target 
figure.  The  BTO  has  outgrown  its  Beech 
Grove  headquarters  and  plans  to  erect  a 
new  purpose-built  Centre  in  Tring,  which 
will  not  only  house  the  BTO’s  scientific 
and  administrative  staff  (now  numbering 
over  70),  but  will  also  provide  meeting 
rooms  and  conference  accommodation  for 
use  by  visiting  groups  of  ornithologists. 
With  less  than  15%  of  its  income  now 
being  derived  from  members'  subscrip- 
tions, the  BTO’s  expansion  reflects  its 
growing  reliance  on  governmental  bodies 
and  individual  concerns,  which  seek  the 
facts  relevant  to  developments  such  as  the 
proposed  Severn  Barrage.  As  the  BTO's 
President,  James  Hancock,  made  clear  in 
his  description  of  the  Trust’s  role,  the 
BTO  provides  the  facts,  it  is  not  a conser- 
vation body — a task  ably  carried  out  by,  for 
instance,  the  BTO's  ‘Big  Sister’,  as  he 
called  the  RSPB. 
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His  Grace  The  Duke  of  Westminster  and 
Sir  Terence  Beckett  spoke  in  support  of 
the  Appeal,  and,  with  a room  crowded  with 
representatives  of  financial  and  business 
concerns,  the  BTO  will  surely  see  its  plans 
come  to  fruition.  When  they  do,  we  must 
all  hope  that  the  BTO  remembers  that  its 
members  are  its  strength,  and  that  its 
members  should  always  come  first,  who- 
ever may  currently  be  controlling  the 
purse-strings.  There  are  plenty  of  research 
organisations  with  professional  staff,  but 
there’s  only  one  BTO,  with  its  expert 
taskforce  of  nearly  9,000  amateur  ornitho- 
logists. 

If  you  want  to  contribute  to  their  Appeal 
or  join  the  Trust,  write  to  BTO,  Beech 
Grove,  Tring,  Hertfordshire  HP23  5 NR 
(JTRS) 

‘Putni  daba’  This  is  the  title  of  a new 
annual  journal,  published  jointly  by  the 
Latvian  Ornithological  Society  and  the 
Institute  of  Biology  of  the  Latvian  SSR 
Academy  of  Sciences.  The  first  issue  con- 
tains papers  reporting  on  the  Latvian 
breeding  birds  atlas  project  during  1980- 
84;  the  seasonal  and  daily  singing  activity 
of  Acrocephalus  and  Locustella  warblers  and 
the  Thrush  Nightingale  Luscinia  luscinia ; 
the  nesting  of  Herring  Gulls  Larus  argenta- 
tus.  Common  (fulls  /..  canus  and  Common 
Terns  Sterna  hirundo  on  roofs  in  Riga;  and 
the  occurrence  of  Bearded  Tits  Panurus 
biamiicus  and  Penduline  fits  Remiz  penduli- 
nus  in  winter  at  the  large  coastal  lakes 
during  1973/74-1983/84.  English  summar- 
ies are  provided  for  these  papers.  For 
further  information,  write  to  the  Latvian 
Ornithological  Society,  Miera  st.  3,  229021 
Salaspils,  Latvian  SSR,  USSR.  {JTRS) 

Black  Robin  news  Having  mentioned  the 
desperate  plight  of  the  Chatham  Island 
Black  Robin  Petroica  traversi  before  (Brit. 
Birds  77:  575),  we  were  very  pleased  to 
learn  from  the  ICBP’s  newsletter,  World 
Birdwatch,  that  40  survived  the  1987  winter. 
The  numbers  include  a record  14  pairs, 
eight  of  which  had  started  breeding  when 
the  newsletter  went  to  press.  All  being 
well,  there  could  be  about  60  individuals  in 
the  population  by  the  time  you  read  this, 
all  descended  from  just  one  pair. 

Good  signs  from  Spain  We  are  grateful 
to  David  Smallridge  for  sending  us  a 


cutting  from  an  English  weekly  newspaper 
produced  on  the  Costa  Blanca.  This  draws 
attention  to  the  Junta  de  Andalucia’s  third 
campaign  to  protect  insectivorous  birds  in 
its  regions;  Jaws  prohibit  the  hunting, 
capture  and  sale  of  birds,  with  a fine  (per 
bird)  of  up  to  10,000  ptas  (£48).  Illegal 
hunting  is  still  widespread,  but  the  Junta 
seems  determined  to  tackle  the  problem, 
partly  through  a programme  of  education 
and  information.  We  wish  it  well. 

Golden  Jubilee  Cruise  David  Saunders  of 
the  Dyfed  Wildlife  Trust  has  written  to  tell 
us  of  its  Golden  Jubilee  Cruise,  which 
takes  place  on  26th  June  1988:  if  you  get  in 
touch  now  (Cruise  Booking  Officer,  Dyfed 
Wildlife  Trust,  7 Market  Street,  Haver- 
fordwest, Pembrokeshire  SAfil  INF:  tel. 
Haverfordwest  (0437)  5462  or  67062), 
there  may  be  some  places  left.  The  cruise 
will  go  around  Grassholm,  Skokholm  and 
Skomer,  so  there  should  be  a good  day’s 
birding. 

Haslemere  Centenary  Our  congratula- 
tions go  to  the  Haslemere  Natural  History 
Society  on  achieving  its  century  this  year. 
The  Surrey  organisation  has  been  closely 
associated  with  the  Haslemere  Educatio- 
nal Museum  throughout,  and  the  Museum 
celebrates  its  centenary  in  1988  too.  In 
addition  to  the  normal  programme  of 
outings  and  lectures,  special  celebrations 
include  an  exhibition  in  Haslemere,  a 
garden  party  at  local  Shulbrede  Prior)'  and 
the  publication  of  a centenary  booklet  on 
the  Society’s  history.  An  interesting  joint 
conversazione  in  the  autumn  will  feature 
short  talks  on  the  personalities  who  have 
guided  and  influenced  the  two  bodies  in 
the  past. 

Gibraltar  publication  One  of  the  best 
things  to  reach  us  in  the  mail  recently  was  a 
copy  of  The  Birds  of  the  Straits  of  Gibraltar,  sent 
to  us  by  John  Cortes,  Secretary  of  the 
Gibraltar  Ornithological  and  Natural  His- 
tory Society.  This  is  in  fact  the  sixth  issue  of 
their  journal  Alectoris  (which  last  appeared  in 
1983)  and  is  a special  one,  w’ritten  by  John 
and  Dr  Clive  Finlayson,  covering  the  whole 
area  from  the  Guadalqivir  in  the  northwest 
to  the  eastern  end  of  the  Serrania  de  Ronda 
and  south  to  the  Strait  itself.  It  divides  the 
study  area  into  nine  sections,  dealing  with 
topography  and  land-use,  as  well  as  birds; 
separate  chapters  deal  with  habitats,  conser- 
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vation  and  the  systematic  list.  This  will 
prove  an  invaluable  publication  to  anyone 
interested  in  the  region,  but  we  echo  the 
thoughts  ol  the  authors  when  they  say  how 
many  gaps  there  are  in  our  knowledge,  even 
though  the  area  has  been  so  ‘well  known’  for 
so  long.  Hopefully,  birding  visitors  will  do 
something  positive  to  fill  some  of  these  gaps. 
Copies  cost  only  £3  (including  p & p)  and 
are  available  from  l)r  J.  E.  Cortes,  8/8  Buena 
Vista  Road,  Gibraltar. 

Strangers  and  champagne  in  Bucks  At 

the  Buckinghamshire  Bird  Club  meeting 
on  4th  February,  David  Cottridge  enter- 
tained 110  members  and  guests  with  his 
talk  on  ‘Strangers  in  our  I. and’.  Five 
people  identified  all  five  species  in  the  BB 
Mystery  Photographs  Competition;  the 
Club’s  Chairman,  Jerry  Cook,  drew  (he 
name  of  Henry  Mayer-Gross  as  the  winner 
of  the  traditional  bottle  of  champagne,  the 
unlucky  four  being  Philip  Cruttendon, 
Martin  Flack,  Andy  Harding  and  Mike 
Wallen.  (Contributed  by  Tim  Davis) 

An  Irish  joke  Remember  that  sick  and 
hungry  Bald  Eagle  Haliaeetus  leucocephaltis 


discovered  in  Co.  Kerry,  which  we  re- 
ported in  March  ( Brit.  Birds  81:  143)?  We 
cannot  resist  the  temptation  to  repeat  the 
headline  given  to  the  story  by  the  editor  of 
fWC  Mews:  ‘111-eagle  Alien’  (IIVC  Xews  54: 
2). 

Changes  of  Recorders  Pony  Armstrong 
has  taken  over  from  K.  Baldridge  as  Recor- 
der for  Co.  Durham:  his  address  is  39 
Western  Hill,  Durham  Dill  4RI.;  telephone 
Durham  (091)  386  1519.  In  Cheshire  and 
Wirral,  Jonathan  Guest  has  been  succeeded 
by  Tony  Broome,  ‘Sibrica’,  3 Martin  Close, 
Offerton  Close,  Stockport  SK2  5L'U  In 
Scotland,  R.  H.  Dennis  of  Inchdryne, 
Nethybridge,  Inverness-shire  PH25  (KF,  has 
taken  over  from  A.  R.  Mainwood  as  Recor- 
der for  Highland  (Sutherland),  and  F.  W.  F. 
Maughan  of  Burnside,  Reay,  Thurso,  Caith- 
ness KWI4  7 R Ci , has  taken  over  from  S. 
Manson  as  Recorder  for  Highland  (Caith- 
ness). 

Change  of  address  of  Recorder  I.  P. 

Gibson,  Recorder  for  parts  of  Strathclyde, 
has  now  moved  to  c/o  Wood,  47  Kilbowie 
Road,  South  Carbrain,  Cumbernauld  t,<>7 
2PZ. 


January 

Keith  Allsopp 


reports 

and  Ian  Dawson 


These  are  largely  unchecked  reports,  not  authenticated  records. 
Unless  otherw  ise  stated,  dates  refer  to  January'  1987. 


The  month  was  dominated  by  unsettled  cyclonic  westerly  weather.  Very  moist,  warm  air  from  the  4 -ores 
meeting  the  colder  Arctic  air  caused  strong  winds  and  very'  hecuy  rain.  Foriunately,  the  warm  air  flow  covered 
Britain  and  Ireland,  and  the  extensive  cloud  cover  kept  night  frosts  to  a minimum.  Only  on  22nd  when  the  cold 
air  penetrated  to  the  south  was  there  extensive  snow  coi'er  in  lowland  areas,  but  this  was  shori-lived  as  warm 
air  followed  in  the  next  day. 

One  Swallow  unmakes  a winter 

The  unusually  mild  conditions  were  the  main  feature  of  the  month.  The 
effect  on  bird  mortality  will  show  only  from  ringing  returns  and  census 
results  during  the  coming  breeding  seasons.  The  survival  of  insectivorous 
species  when  insect  activity  is  minimal  is  low,  but  a Swallow  Hirtmdo  rustica 
at  Bromeswell  (Suffolk)  on  21st  must  have  found  sufficient  numbers  of 
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insects  flying  to  keep  it  alive.  An  Olive-backed  Pipit  Anthus  hodgsoni  on 
Shetland  on  3rd  might  find  enough  to  feed  on  in  the  stonewalls,  and 
Cetti’s  Warblers  Cettia  cetti , with  one  being  seen  at  Ditchford  Gravel-pits 
(Northamptonshire)  on  18th,  may  well  benefit  ./rom  a mild  winter  and 
extend  their  breeding  range.  Of  particular  interest  would  be  the  survival 
of  a Yellow-browed  Warbler  Phylloscopus  inomatus,  which  was  found 
feeding  along  a stream  in  a suburban  housing  estate  in  Ashby  de  la  Zouch 
(Leicestershire)  on  9th,  but  not  identified  until  late  in  the  month.  It  had 
managed  to  avoid  a mauling  from  the  local  cats,  but  not  from  itinerant 
ringers.  Other  unseasonal  species  were  a Turtle  Dove  Streptopelia  turtur  at 
Scarborough  (North  Yorkshire)  and  a Hoopoe  Upupa  epops  at  Woolver- 
stone  (Suffolk)  on  31st. 


Divers  to  herons 

Apart  from  the  usual  offshore  concentra- 
tions, with  over  40  Black-throated  Divers 
Gama  arclica  in  Cornwall  and  12  in  Orkney, 
there  were  only  four  single  inland  records  of 
the  three  common  divers.  Grebes  showed  a 
similar  pattern:  ten  Red-necked  Grebes 
Podiceps  grisegena  were  noted  off  the  Cleveland 
coast  on  18th,  and  five  were  found  inland 
(plates  141  & 142);  two  Slavonian  Grebes 
P.  auritus  were  on  Hanningfield  Reservoir 
(Essex)  all  month,  and  the  Pied-billed 
Grebe  Podilymbus podiceps  remained  at  Kenftg 
Pool  (Mid  Glamorgan);  Black-necked  Gre- 
bes Podiceps  nigiicollis  were  recorded  mainly 
along  the  English  south  coast. 

The  high  winds  at  the  beginning  of  the 
month  brought  a Leach’s  Petrel  Oceanodroma 
leucorhoa  up  the  Bristol  Channel  (Avon)  on 
3rd,  another  to  Sandbanks  (Dorset)  on  6th, 
and  one  was  picked  up  dead  at  Netherseal 
(Derbyshire)  on  10th.  The  numbers  of  Cor- 
morants Phalacrocorax  carbo  wintering  inland 
continued  to  increase,  and  some  300  were  at 
Little  Paxton  Gravel-pits  (Cambridgeshire) 
during  the  month.  One  of  few  notable 
reports  from  Spurn  Point  (Humberside)  was 
a Bittern  Botaurus  stellaris  on  3rd;  two  other 
Bitterns  were  found  in  Cumbria,  and  one 
stayed  at  Holywell  Pond  (Northumberland), 
all  these  reports  being  away  from  their 
normal  breeding  sites.  Single  Little  Egrets 
Egretta  garzetta  continued  to  haunt  Poole 
Harbour  (Dorset)  and  Erampton  Marsh 
(Lincolnshire),  and  two  Spoonbills  Platalea 
leucorodia  remained  on  the  Taw  Estuary 
(Devon). 

Wildfowl 

A (lock  of  400  Bewick’s  Swans  Cygnus 
columbianus  at  Ramsey  Heights  (Cam- 
bridgeshire) and  another  of  500  in  Lan- 
cashire were  notable  concentrations;  but 


more  exceptional  were  the  429  Whooper 
Swans  C.  cygnus  at  Martin  Mere  (Lancashire) 
and  some  200  in  Cumbria,  while  500  stayed 
on  the  Ouse  Washes  (Norfolk).  The  404 
Bean  Geese  Anser  fabalis  remained  at  Buck- 
enham  (Norfolk),  with  small  groups  asso- 
ciating with  other  goose  flocks.  Five  Bean 
Geese  could  be  found  among  the  3,000 
White-fronted  Geese  A.  albifrons  at  Slim- 
bridge  (Gloucestershire),  as  (sometimes) 
could  an  elusive  Lesser  White-fronted 
Goose  .4.  erythropus.  Some  movement  was 
noted:  60  White-fronted  Geese  of  the 
Greenland  race  flaviroslris  arrived  at  The 
Loons  (Orkney)  on  1 8th,  and,  in  the  dis- 
turbed weather  at  the  beginning  of  the  year, 
100  Barnacle  Geese  Branla  leucopsis  flew  over 
Westwood  Pool  (Worcestershire)  on  4th.  In 
the  settled  flocks  of  Brent  Geese  B.  bemicla 
in  the  Cley  (Norfolk)  area,  an  individual  of 
the  race  nigricans  could  still  be  found,  as 
could  a Red-breasted  Goose  B.  ruficollis. 

A record  9,000  Wigeons  Anas  penelope  had 
‘whistled’  into  Martin  Mere  by  11th,  two 
records  each  of  American  Wigeons  .4. 
americana , Falcated  Ducks  .4.  Jalcata  and 
Teals  .4.  crecca  of  the  Nearctic  race  carolinensis 
were  received,  and  there  was  also  another 
report  of  a wintering  Garganey  .4.  querquedu- 
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In.  Scattered  around  Britain  and  Ireland 
were  eight  Red-crested  Pochards  Setta 
rufina,  four  Ring-necked  Ducks  Ay  thy  a col- 
laris  and  six  Ferruginous  Ducks  .-I.  nyroca. 
Single  King  Eiders  Somateria  spectabilis  could 
be  found  wintering  on  Loch  Fleet  (High- 
land) and  at  Reawick  (Shetland);  four  Surf 
Scoters  Xlelanitta  perspicillata  were  off  Ireland, 
three  off  Scotland  and  two  ofTWales.  Of  the 
eight  inland  Long-tailed  Ducks  (.'languid 
hyemalis , only  three  stayed  the  month:  most 
quickly  moved  on.  Smews  Mergus  albellus 
were  numerous  in  Southeast  England,  where 
50  remained  (or  most  of  the  month;  five 
records  in  the  English  Midlands  were  main- 
ly of  shorter-staying  groups  and  individuals, 


and  elsewhere  one  was  found  on  Loch  of 
Cluney  (Orkney)  on  18th. 

Birds  of  prey 

As  in  December  1987,  sightings  of  Red 
Kites  Xlilvus  milvus  in  eastern  England  were 
again  the  highlight:  apart  from  singles  at 
Sevenoaks  (Kent)  on  5th  and  Gouthwaite 
Reservoir  (North  Yorkshire)  on  17th,  the 
other  four  were  in  East  Anglia  and  could 
have  related  to  the  same  individual.  The 
only  two  reports  of  Rough-legged  Buzzards 
Buteo  lagopus  were  also  from  that  area.  A brief 
view  of  a Gyrfalcon  Falco  rusticolus  at  Thor- 
ney  Island  (West  Sussex)  was  an  exciting 
experience  on  10th,  as  were  the  flying 
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displays  of  three  Peregrines  F.  peregrinus 
over  the  New  Grounds,  Slimbridge,  late  in 
the  month. 

Wading  birds 

Two  Cranes  Gms  grits  stayed  at  Cloyne  (Co. 
Cork)  all  month  (plate  143),  and  the  un- 
obliging Dorset  Little  Bustard  Tetrax  tetrax 
was  not  seen  after  5th.  An  Avocet  Recuruiros- 
tra  avosetta  had  returned  to  Snettisham  Pits 
(Norfolk)  by  26lh.  Two  Little  Stints  Calidris 
minuta  were  wintering  at  Elmley  (Kent),  and 
a Curlew  Sandpiper  C.  ferruginea  was  at 
Eling  (Hampshire).  The  Long-billed 
Dowitcher  Limnodromus  scolopaceus  at  Belfast 
Lough  remained  for  another  month,  but  one 
near  Milford  Haven  (Dyfed)  was  not 
reported  after  1st.  Another  Nearctic  wader, 
a Spotted  Sandpiper  Actitis  macularia, 
stayed  at  Seaview  (isle  of  Wight)  all  month, 
and  another  was  found  on  18th  on  the  River 
Plym  (Devon),  where  it  remained  until  the 
end  of  the  month. 

Skuas  to  auks 

Three  Pomarine  Skuas  Stercorarius  pomarinus 
were  seen  inshore  on  the  windy  2nd  and  3rd; 
there  were  also  three  Great  Skuas  .S',  skua, 
one  staying  in  Pegwell  Bay  (Kent)  until  19th 
and  another  on  the  River  Severn,  confusing 
goose-watchers  at  Slimbridge  in  late  Janu- 
ary. 

Of  the  45  coastal  records  of  Mediterra- 
nean Gull  Lams  melanocephalus,  23  were  at 
Folkestone  (Kent)  and  eight  were  on  Irish 
Sea  coasts,  all  these  being  mainly  long- 
stayers,  whereas  the  seven  inland  records 
were  mainly  of  transients.  Little  Gulls  L. 
minutus  were  concentrated  around  Liverpool 
Bay  early  in  the  month,  with  100  being 
around  North  Fylde  (Lancashire)  on  7th  and 
ten  at  the  Seaforth  Nature  Reserve 
(Merseyside)  on  10th.  Reports  of  Nearctic 
gulls  included  a Bonaparte’s  Gull  L.  Phila- 
delphia at  Kilmore  Quay  (Co.  Wexford)  on 


9th  and  10th,  and  14  mainly  resident, 
wintering  Ring-billed  Gulls  I.,  delawarensis. 
Iceland  Gulls  L.  glaucoides  numbered  about 
40  this  month,  most  on  Scottish  coasts,  but 
w'ith  ten  inland  in  England,  and  few  being 
seen  in  Ireland.  Glaucous  Gulls  L.  hyperbor- 
eus  were  also  scarce  in  Ireland:  half  of  the  50 
records  came  from  Scotland,  and  only  seven 
from  inland  roosts  in  England.  From  the 
High  Arctic,  a Ross’s  Gull  Rhodostethia  rosea 
made  a brief  appearance  at  the  Seaforth 
Nature  Reserve  on  3rd,  and  an  Ivory  Gull 
Pagophila  ebumea  was  seen  at  Dungarvan  (Co. 
Waterford)  on  21st.  A Sandwich  Tern  Sterna 
sandvicensis  appropriately  spent  the  month  at 
Sandwich  Bay  (Kent),  another  was  seen  at 
Musselburgh  (Lothian)  on  2nd,  and  the 
long-staying  Forster’s  Tern  S.  forsteri  was 
relocated  at  Holyhead,  Anglesey  (Gwy- 
nedd), on  10th  to  24th.  Little  Auks  Alle  alle 
w'ere  reported  along  most  coasts  in  only 
small  numbers,  except  for  92  counted  in  two 
hours  flying  east  past  Gullane  Point 
(Lothian)  on  26th;  a few  tideline  corpses 
w'ere  also  found  in  that  county,  and  one  was 
found  dead  at  Kenfig  Pool  on  3rd. 

Passerines 

Winter  flocks  of  Shore  Larks  Eremophila 
alpestris  were  never  very  common,  but  now 
they  are  increasingly  rare,  especially  consid- 
ering the  great  increase  in  birdwatching  in 
recent  years:  just  16  individuals  in  three 
flocks  were  reported.  With  berries  in  abund- 
ance, the  countryside  was  a potential  para- 
dise for  Waxwings  Bombycilla  gamilus , but 
only  a few  discovered  it:  eight  at  Cleadon  on 
6th  and  one  at  Sunderland  on  25th,  all  in 
Tyne  & Wear.  A Dipper  Cinclus  cinclus  of  the 
nominate,  black-bellied,  European  race  was 
relocated  at  Lemsford  Springs  (Hertford- 
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shire)  on  ‘23rd  and  remained  to  tin*  end  of 
the  month.  Just  six  Great  Grey  Shrikes 
l.anius  excubitor  were  on  regular  patches,  with 
two  other  transient  sightings.  Two  Gold- 
finches Carduelis  carduelis  in  Orkney  on  14th 
were  rarities  and  flocks  of  Hawfinches 
Coccothraustes  coccothraustes  were  watched  in 


Clumber  Park  (Nottinghamshire),  Holkham 
Park  (Norfolk)  and  at  Cromford  Canal 
(Derbyshire).  Lapland  Buntings  Calcarius 
lapponicus  remained  fairly  numerous  on  the 
east  coast  of  Britain,  and  12  were  also  found 
wintering  at  Kilmore  Quay. 


Monthly  marathon 


The  headless  wader  (plate  63)  was  identified  as 


Marsh  Sandpiper  Tringastagnatilis  (49%) 

Green  Sandpiper  T.  ochropus  ( 1 8%) 

Common  Sandpiper  Actitis hypoleucos  ( 1 0%) 

Solitary'  Sandpiper  T.  solitaria  (9%) 

Greenshank  T.  nebularia  (8%) 

Wood  Sandpiper  T.  glareola  (5%) 


Sponsored  by 


with  a few  votes  for  Short-billed  Dowitcher  Limnodromus  griseus,  Bar-tailed  Godwit  Limosa 
lapponica , Spotted  Redshank  T.  erythropus  and  Spotted  Sandpiper  A.  macularia. 

The  most  popular  choice  was  the  correct  one.  This  Marsh  Sandpiper 
was  photographed  in  Kenya  in  November  1983  by  David  Tomlinson. 

The  two  leading  contenders  both  got  this  one  right.  E.  Brodie  has 
now  achieved  a four-in-a-row  sequence  of  correct  answers,  and 
Anthony  McGeehan  has  a five-in-a-row  run,  just  half-way  towards  the 
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ten-in-a-row  sequence  which  could  win  him  the  SUNBIRD  birdwatch- 
ing holiday  in  Africa,  Asia  or  North  America. 

This  month  s puzzle  picture  appears  as  plate  144. 


144.  Second  ‘Monthly  marathon’  competition.  Photograph  number  13.  Identify  the  species. 
Rules  are  given  on  page  49.  Send  your  answer  on  a postcard  to  Monthly  Marathon,  Fountains, 
Park  Lane,  Blunham,  Bedford  MK44:iNj,  toarrive  by  15th  June  1988 


Recent  reports 


Compiled  by  Mark  Boyd 

This  summary  covers  the  period  21st  March  to  17th  April  1988 


Little  Bittern  Ixobrychus  minutus  St  Mary’s 
(Scilly),  1st  April;  near  Woodmancote  (West 
Sussex),  released  from  care,  2nd- 12th  April; 
Portland  Bill  (Dorset),  16th  April;  Slapton 
Ley  (Devon),  16th  April. 

Black  Stork  ( '.iconia  nigra  Chew  Valley  Lake 
(Avon),  10th  April;  F.ast  Allington  (Devon), 
from  14th  April. 

White  Stork  ( , 'iconia  ciconia  Wigan  (Lan- 
cashire), 28th  March;  near  St  Catherine’s 
Point  (Isle  of  Wight),  29th-30th  March;  near 
Hook  (Hampshire),  31st  March;  Rochdale 
(Lancashire),  31st  March;  north  Norfolk 
coast,  lst-2nd  April;  Anglesey  (Gwynedd), 
4th- 1 1 th  April. 

Black  Kite  Milvus  migrans  South  Gare  (Cle- 
veland), 16th  April. 


Crane  Gnis  grus  Titchwell  (Norfolk),  1st 
April;  Hornsea  Mere  (Humberside),  11th 
April;  Overy  Marshes  (Norfolk),  from  16th 
April. 

Long-billed  Dowitcher  Limnodromus  scolopa- 
ceus  Curbridge  (Hampshire),  from  4th  April. 
Bonaparte’s  Gull  I.arus  Philadelphia  Plym 
Estuary  (Devon),  27th  March. 

Ross’s  Gull  Rhodostethia  rosea  Plvm  Estuary, 
27th-29th  March. 

Rock  Thrush  Monlicola  saxatilis  Portland 
Bill,  16th  April. 

Woodchat  Shrike  l.anius  senator  St  Man’s, 
from  4th  April. 

Little  Bunting  Emberiza  pusilla  Near  1'het- 
ford  (Norfolk),  male  from  11th  April. 
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8 x 20  B and  Pouch £189. 

10  x 25  B and  Pouch £209. 

8 x 30  B and  K Case £379. 

8 x 30  BGA  CF  & Pouch £379. 

8 x 56  B.G.  AT  & Case £544. 

7x42  B.G.  AT  & Case £442. 

10  x40  BT  & K Case £459. 

10  x 40  BGA  CF  & Pouch Phone 
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Very  good  value  with  Hard  Case 

8 x 30  Jenoptem £.44. 

8x30  Deltrintem £.  54 . 

10  x 50  Jenoptem £.  85. 

1 0 x 50  Dekarem £.85. 

8 x 32  Notarem £3  .15. 
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£.69. 

Red  Spot  8 x 40 

Sale. . £.  91. 

Red  Spot  10  x 50 

£.  99. 

Blue  Spot  9 x 42 

. Sale.  . . £100. 

Blue  Spot  10  x 42 ...  . 

£325 

T rilyte  Rubber  1 0 x 40 . 

£325. 

Trilyte  10  x 40 

. Sale.  . . £100. 

Osprey  7.5  x 42 

Sale £120. 

Audubon  8 5 x 44 

Sale.  £159. 
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EcoSafaris 


Our  BIRDWATCHING  and  WILDLIFE  SAFARIS  FOR  1988 
include  some  very  special  tours: 

★ KENYA  BIRDWATCHING 

led  by  Dr  Peter  Jack  of  the  B.T.O. 

★ ZIMBABWE  BIRDWATCHING 
led  by  Brian  Rawstrom 

★ ZAIRE  BIRDS,  BUTTERFLIES  AND  BIG  GAME 
led  by  Dr  Pat  Rogers 

★ FRANCE  THE  CAMARGUE  and  BRITTANY  BIRDWATCHING 
and  WILDLIFE 

★ INDIA  & ASSAM  BIRDS  & WILDLIFE 
led  by  Sybil  Sassoon 


★ ZAMBIA  & ZIMBABWE  SAVE  THE  RHINO  SAFARI 
led  by  Virginia  McKenna 

Why  not  consult  us  for  your  wildlife  holiday ? We  are  the  safari  people. 
Write  or  call  us  for  our  1988  brochure: 

ECOSAFARIS  (UK)  Ltd. 

146  Gloucester  Road,  London  SW7  4SZ 
Telephone:  01-370  5032/3,  373  0473 


CLOSE  TO 
NATURE 

Diastone  8 x 40 
close-up  Binoculars  are 

ideal  for  Bird  Watchers  as  they  are  light  in  weight, 
optically  excellent  and  focus  to  3 METRES. 

The  8 x 40  Close-focus  Binoculars  are  just  one  of  a 
range  of  Superb  Binoculars  from  one  of  Japan’s  largest  specialist  optical 
manufacturers. 

Full  details  are  available  from: 


Unit  5,  Lismirrane  industrial  Park,  Elstree  Road,  Elstree,  Herts  WD6  3EE 
Telephone:  01-953  8234 
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HO  LI  DA  Y A CCOMMODA  TION 
ENGLAND 


Tlir  Beautiful  Georgian  Hotel 

r Int  Excellent  Food  & Accommodation 

Lawns  hou,  Norfolk. 
Ho ja  aa'02*)  7133,0  rac 


CLEY 
5 miles 
Bargain 
Breaks 
(BB384I 


FARM  COTTAGES  between  Lindisfarne  Re- 
serve and  The  Fames.  Comfortable  and  well 
equipped.  Sorry  no  pets.  Brochure:  Mr  J. 
McNish.  Outchester  Farm,  Belford,  Northum- 
berland. Tel:  06683  336.  (BB386) 

WEST  SUSSEX.  Black  Mill  House  Hotel.  Bog- 
nor  Regis.  Sea,  Marine  Gardens,  300  yds. 
Cocktail  bar,  games  room,  enclosed  garden.  Car 
park.  Visit  Arundel  Wildfowl  Trust.  Mini-Breaks 
from  £50.00,  inch  P/B — 2 days  SEE  Tourist 
Board  3 Crowns.  Brochure.  Tel:  0243 
821945.  (BB480) 

RYDAL.  Three  cottages,  sleep  I and  6,  weekly 
lets.  Fisher  Hoggarth,  52  Kirkland,  Kendal.  Tel: 
0539  22592,  office  hours.  (BB460) 

NORTH  YORKSHIRE.  Holiday  cottages  in 
grounds  of  Manor  House  on  village  green. 
Sleeps  2 or  4.  All  modernised,  fully  equipped 
and  self  contained.  Brochure  from  Hopkins, 
Galphay  Manor,  Ripon.  Tel:  Business  hours 
0423  50977 1 other076583  205.  i BBTIH) 

ISLES  OF  SCI Ll.Y  Seaview  Moorings.  St. 
Mary’s.  Personal  service  from  resident 
proprietors,  Tony  and  Linda.  Overlooking 
harbour,  close  to  quay  and  town — licensed — in- 
room tea  and  coffee  making  facilities — extensive 
breakfast  menu — pets  welcome.  SAE  for  details 
or  telephone  Tony  or  Linda  Dingley  on  0720 
22327.  (BB360) 

•ORCHARD  HOUSE’,  Thornham,  Norfolk. 
B/ Band  S/C.  048  526  259.  (BB4I7) 

15TH  C.  COACHING  INN  midway  Ross, 
Hereford  amidst  gentle  wooded  hills,  two  fields 
from  River  Wye.  A comfortable  and  informal 
place  wtih  proper  emphasis  on  real  food,  real 
ales  and  civilised  prices.  Log  fires.  C.H.  15 
bedrooms  inc.  four  poster,  all  en-suite.  tea/ 
coffee,  colour  T.V..  Radio,  Hair  Dryers.  Trouser 
Presses  etc,  Egon  Ronay,  Relais  Routier.  E.T.B. 
Three  Crowns,  A. A.  and  R.A.C.  2 Stars.  Charm- 
ing self  catering  cottages  also  available.  Apply 
the  Green  Man  Inn,  Fownhope,  Hereford  HR1 
4PE.Tel:  (0432  77)  243.  (BB470) 

COUNTRY  COTTAGES  between  Alnwick  & 
Belford  sleep  up  to  6.  Fully  equipped,  self- 
catering, available  throughout  the  year.  Well 
placed  for  Holy  Island  & Fame  Islands,  Cheviot 
Hills  and  many  places  of  natural  beauty.  S.A.E.: 
Lady  Gadsden,  606  Gilbert  House,  Barbican, 
London  EC2Y  8BD.  Tel:  0 1 -638  9968.  (BB303) 


NR.  NTH  NFK  RESERVES  Licensed  Guest 
House  run  by  birders  for  birders.  Jean  & Tony 
Bellars,  Haydn  House,  Avenue  Road,  Hunstan- 
ton. Tel:  331 15.  (BB272) 

PEMBROKESHIRE,  Broad  Haven,  Modern 
chalet,  sleeps  6,  TV  and  Microwave.  Hildick- 
Smith,  Redmarley  Orchards,  Great  Witley, 
Worcester.  Tel:  Great  Witley  896308.  (BB447) 

BLAKENEY — we  offer  comfort,  warmth,  bed 
and  breakfast,  own  bathroom  and  sitting  room. 
Tel:  Cley  740876.  (BB409) 

HOLY  ISLAND.  2-bed  house,  sleeps  4/6.  C.H. 
well-equipped.  Tel:  06614  2345.  (BB330) 

GARA  MILL,  Slapton.  Comfortable,  warm  self- 
catering Cedar  Lodges  carefully  sited  in  four 
acres  overlooking  river  and  woods.  2 C.H.  flats  in 
16th  c.  cornmill  available  all  year.  Sleeps  2-6. 
Dogs  welcome.  For  brochure  ring  Stoke  Fleming 

(0803)770295.  (BB394) 

CLEY.  Attractive  house  in  village,  four  bed- 
rooms, large  garden,  garage,  c.h.  Available  all 
year.  Details  from  Mrs  E.  Album,  47  Lyndale 
Avenue,  London  NW2.  Tel:  01-431  2942. 

(BB348) 

EXMOOR  for  country  and  animal  lovers.  Farm- 
house accommodation,  bed  and  breakfast  and 
evening  meal,  or  self-catering  cottage.  Details 
from:  French,  Brendon  Barton,  I.ynton,  Devon. 
Tel:  059  87  201.  (BB387) 

NORTH  NORFOLK.  On  coastal  footpath, 
close  reserves,  marsh  views.  Shipyard  studio,  sell 
catering,  sleeps  5;  also  bed  and  breakfast  at  East 
House,  Wells.  0328  710408.  (BB490) 

LANDS  END.  17th  century  farmhouse.  S/C.  2 
bedrooms:  sleeps  7 + cot.  Pets  welcome.  Colour 
TV,  linen  provided,  elec  included.  'A  mile 
airport  for  Scilly  Isles.  From  £90  p.w.  Brochure 
(0736)871242.  ‘ (BB509) 


SALTHOUSE,  BUNKS  FOR  BIRDERS  in 

house  overlooking  reserve.  Bunkroom  sleeps  4, 
C.H.,  duvets.  Suit  carload  of  birders.  Own 
sitting-room.  Bunks  singly  £4.  Bunk  -I-  B from 
£5.  B + B from  £7.  Liz  Harris,  Cley  (0263) 
740243.  ..  (BB501 ) 

CLEY.  Quality  cottages  (sleep  4,  6 and  6 + 2). 
Quiet.  Comfortable.  Excellent  value.  Brochure: 
(0353)740770.  (BB502) 

ISLES  OF  SCILLY,  Mincarlo  Guest  House,  St. 
Mary’s.  Superbly  situated  in  own  grounds  over- 
looking the  harbour.  Write  to:  Colin  Duncan  or 
Tel:  0720  22513.  (BB503) 

MINSMERE  12  miles.  BB  or  BB&E 
meals.  Excellent  farmhouse  cooking  with 
friendly  atmosphere.  Daily  or  weekly  rales. 
Tel:  Ubbeston  (098683)  235  for  reserva- 
tions. (BB522) 

ISLES  OF  SCILLY.  Derek  and  Mary  Scofield 
welcome  you  to  their  comfortable  family  guest 
house,  situated  on  the  shore  with  unrivalled 
views.  We  offer  a happy  atmosphere,  home 
cooking  and  a select  wine  list.  Ideal  for  spring 
and  autumn  birdwatching.  Send  stamp  for 
brochure  to  Breachfield  House,  St.  Mary’s.  Book 
Now  for  October.  Tel:  0720  22463.  ’ (BB440) 

N.  W.  NORFOLK.  Luxury  S/C  Flat  in  Country 
House.  All  mod.  cons,  inch  stairlift.  Sleeps  4. 
Tel:  Docking  (04858)  365.  (BB420) 

CHARLTON  HOUSE  HOTEL,  Dawlish.  A A/ 
RAC  two  star.  Excellent  food.  Exe  Estuary  and 
Dawlish  Warren.  Dawlish  863260.  (BB542) 

ECONOMICAL  self-catering  natural  history 
weekends  in  a superb  nature  reserve — red 
squirrels,  terns,  nightjars  etc.  Sae:  The  Warden, 
The  Villa,  Brownsea  Island,  Poole, 
Dorset.  (BB543) 

ISLES  OF  SCILLY.  Guest  house,  en  suite 
rooms,  tea/coffee  facilities,  licensed.  Close  to 
harbour,  nature  trail.  Good  food,  friendly  atmos- 
phere, The  Bylet,  Church  Road,  St  Mary’s.  Tel: 
0720  22479.  ' (BB545) 


British  Birds 

The  monthly  for  British  Birdwatchers 

If  you  rent  Holiday  Accommodation  in  a bird  watching  area  then  you  should 
advertise  in  British  Birds;  the  established  birdwatching  monthly  for  Britain’s  Birders. 

With  over  40,000  genuine  bird  enthusiasts  reading  British  Birds  every  month, 
where  else  would  you  find  such  a unique  and  specialised  readership. 

The  continued  expansion  of  the  British  Birds  holiday  section  shows  that 
advertising  really  works. 

To  find  out  details  of  advertising  rates  and  our  special  series  discounts  phone 
Sandra  Barnes  062 1 815085.  (BB325) 
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NOR  I H NORFOLK — Glavenside  guest  house 
in  Letheringsett,  5 miles  inland  from  sea  at 
Blakeney,  Clcy  and  Salthouse.  River  Glaven 
works  adjoining  mill  & flows  through  4 acres  of 
garden  on  its  way  to  sea  at  Cley.  Tel:  Holt  (0263) 
713181.  (BB530) 

SCILLY  ISLES.  Holiday  flat.  Details  0720 
22935.  (BB532) 

CETTI’S  WARBLER,  Ring-bills  at  Radipole 
Nature  Reserve;  migrations  at  Portland  Bill. 
B&B  or  self-catering  accommodation  in  superb 
surroundings  at  edge  of  Fleet  Nature  Reserve, 
Weymouth,  Dorset.  Home  cooking.  Warm  wel- 
come. Mrs  Mowlam,  6 Fleet  Lane,  Chickerell, 
Weymouth,  Dorset  I)T3  4DF.  (0305) 
772268.  (BB404) 

OLD  HUNSTANTON,  NORFOLK.  Overlook- 
ing the  Wash.  Fully  equipped  holiday  cottages, 
col  I V,  gas  CH.  Close  beach,  available  all  year. 
Mrs  Lindsay,  4 Marks  Road,  Warlingham,  Sur- 
rey CR3  OSH.  Tel:  Upper  Warlingham  (088-32) 
2013.  (BB302) 

EXCELLENT  SHORTBREAKS.  For  3 nights 
db&b  in  a double  or  twin  room  with  private 
bathroom,  radio,  T.V.,  tea/coflee  making  facili- 
ties in  a delightful  Country  House  Hotel.  Magni- 
ficent views  of  Skiddaw  and  Derwent  Valley. 
Very  close  Bassenthwaite  Lake.  £79.50  per  per- 
son. (7  nights  £165.)  Please  write  or  phone  for 
brochure.  Thwaite  Howe  Hotel,  Thornthwaite, 
Keswick,  Cumbria.  Tel:  059-682  28 1 . (BB449) 


r Churehwood 
Valley 

South  Devon 

Self-Catering 

Holiday  Cabins 

BIRDS  - ARE  YOU  INTERESTED? 

100  acres  of  Woodland  and  Coastal  Preservation 
Area,  listed  as  of  Outstanding  natural  beauty  and 
frequently  referred  to  in  handbooks  on  bird  life  A 
protected  area  of  varied  habitat,  other  Spring 
Autumn  migration  points  are  within  easy  reach 
together  with  bird  sanctuanes  of  Devon  and  Corn- 
wall. Nature  conservation  can  succeed,  we  have 
built  a number  of  quality  log  cabins  in  this  peaceful, 
wooded  valley  The  cabins  have  bird  tables,  nest 
boxes  and  large  view  picture  windows  (the  birds  can 
watch  the  people  inside!)  Yes,  they  have  central 
heating  and  colour  TV,  in  fact  are  very  comfortable, 
they  have  to  be  for  birdwatching  families  to  enjoy  a 
relaxing  holiday.  There  is  a licensed  shop,  riding 
stables,  launderette  and  good  walks,  sailing.  Dart- 
moor National  Park  and  the  City  of  Plymouth  are 
near  at  hand.  We  are  AA  listed  and  Tourist  Board 
graded  May  we  send  you  our  brochure? 

Churehwood,  Wembury  Bay,  jmpjviii 
Nr  Plymouth,  Devon  PL9  0DZ.  ojEfvjff* 


Tel:  (0752)  862382  (24  hr) 


(BB375) 


COTTAGES  GALORE.  We  have  some  200 
delightful  cottages  in  all  parts  of  Britain.  A great 
variety  of  individual  properties,  all  inspected. 
Prices  £20  to  £50  per  person  per  week.  Get  our 
free  colour  brochure:  Amato  Cottage  Holidays. 
22  High  Street,  Alton,  Hampshire  Gl  31  I BN. 
Tel:  042088892.  (BB533) 


COMFORTABLE  FLAT  in  beautiful  I.vth  X al- 
lev,  sleeps  4,  Windermere  6 miles,  children 
welcome.  Also  one  caravan.  Bell.  Fellside  Farm, 
C.rosthwaite,  Kendal.  Tel:  Crosthwaite  312. 

(BB442) 

NR  MINSMERE.  Bed  and  breakfast  at  16th  c. 
moated  farmhouse  in  peaceful  country  setting. 
Hill  House,  Sibton.  Tel:  Yoxford  662.  (BB393) 

NORFOLK.  Holiday  Chalets,  quiet  country 
site,  Burgh  Castle,  near  Broads,  coast,  bird- 
watching. Sleep  2/4/6.  TV,  Shop.  From  £45  p.w. 
378B  Dereham  Road.  Norwich  (Tel: 
623368).  (BB466) 

LAKE  DISTRICT.  Ivy  House.  Hawkshead.  Nr 
Ambleside.  Small  family  run  hotel,  sensibly- 
priced.  Telephone  David  or  Jane  Vaughan  for 
brochure  on  096 66  204.  (BB407) 

NORTH  NORFOLK,  BINHAM.  Comfortable 
cottage,  garage,  garden,  sleeps  4.  Pets  welcome. 
Open  all  year.  Tel:  032875  539.  (BB354) 

FARM  COTTAGES  between  Holy  Island,  The 
Fames  and  Cheviots.  Comfortable,  well  equip- 
ped. Mrs  Nixon,  Swinhoe,  Belford.  Northumber- 
land. Tel:  06683  370.  (BB285) 


EXMOOR.  Peaceful  s/catering  c/heated  holiday 
homes  in  National  Trust  Village.  Marshes, 
woods  and  moorland — rich  in  birdlife.  Reduced 
spring/autumn  terms.  Open  all  year.  Stamp  to 
Sheila  Wright,  Pack  Horse,  Allerford,  nr  Mine- 
head.  Tel:  0643  862475.  (BB535) 

ISLES  OF  SCILLY.  The  Wheelhouse,  St. 
Marys.  Licensed  Guest  House.  Open  all 
year  round,  good  food  and  comfortable 
surroundings  next  to  the  log  count  venue. 
Tel:  0720  22719.  (BB536) 

NORFOLK,  CLEY-NEXT-SEA  I MILE.  Flint 

stones  Guest  House.  Wiveton  Holt.  Full  C H. 
H&C,  tea/coffee  making  facs.  Col  TV  all  rooms. 
Evening  meal  optional.  Open  nearly  all  year. 
Please  ring  for  brochure.  Sorry  No  Smoking.  Tel: 
0263  740337.  (BB539) 

RYE  SUSSEX  (ADJACENT  RESERVE)  seclu- 
ded coastguard  cottage,  sleeps  6.  SAE:  Mill 
House,  Peasmarsh  (Tel:  340).  Rve.  (BB444) 
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WINDMILL  AND  TWO  COTTAGES.  Five 
miles  Blakeney.  Phone  01-883  8137  for  colour 
brochure.  (BB488) 


ISLES  OF  SCILLY.  Self  catering.  3 to  6.  Linen, 
towels  provided.  Well  furnished  and  equipped. 
Nerina,  Church  Road,  St  Mary’s.  Tel:  0720 
22479.  (BB546) 

BARTLEY  LODGE  HOTEL,  Cadnam,  New 
Forest.  Gracious  Georgian  18th  century  mansion 
set  in  secluded  grounds  surrounded  by  forest. 
Superb  cuisine  complemented  by  elegant  decor. 
All  bedrooms  en-suite.  Brochure.  Tel:  0703 
812248.  (BB547) 

DOMVILLE  GUEST  HOUSE  RE-OPENS. 

New  owners — same  service — Burnham  Overy 
Staithe,  B&B,  +F.M  (opt.).  Open  all  year.  Scolt 
Head,  Cley  reserve  within  easy  reach.  Tel:  0328 
738298  (Ann  Smith).  (BB549) 

WELLS,  NORFOLK  B&B.  (Tourist  Board 
recommended.)  H.&C.,  Tea  and  Coffee  facilities 
and  TVs  in  all  rooms.  Sylvia  Strong,  The 
Cobblers  (0328)  710155.  (BB552) 

ISLES  OF  SCILLY.  Santa  Maria.  Sally  Port,  St 
Mary’s.  A licensed  guest  house  ideally  situated 
100  yards  from  the  monitoring  and  information 
centre  for  birdwatchers  at  Porthcressa.  Home 
cooking  and  a warm  welcome  awaits  you  from 
Roger  and  Pamela  Savage.  Small  flatlet  for 
couple  also  available.  Tel:  0720  22687.  ( BB560) 

SEAFRONT  FLAT  sleeps  4.  no  pets.  SAE,  Flat 
IBB,  The  Cottage.  Bonchurch  Shore,  loW  P038 
I RN.  Tel:  0983  852434.  (BB561 ) 

SOMERSET.  18th  century  Honeycombe  Cot- 
tage, Bagley,  South  Isle  of  Wedmore.  Superb 
views  Somerset  levels.  Fine  English  cooking,  log 
fire,  CH.  En  suite  rooms.  Excellent  birdwatch- 
ing. Phone  0934  712953.  Details  and 
brochure.  (BB562) 

UNPARALLELED  LOCATION  N/Norfolk 
coast,  2 chalets,  2 flats,  CH.  available  all  year. 
Sea  views,  adj.  Nat.  Trust  woodland.  Riding, 
Golf,  R/station.  Brochure:  Monksmead  Country 
House,  West  Runton,  Cromer,  Norfolk  NR27 
9LU.  Tel:  West  Runton  (026  375)  265.  (BB563) 


SCOTLAND 

SPEY  VALLEY,  beautiful  secluded  informal 
country  hotel,  2 miles  from  village  of  Carrbridge. 
Excellent  Birdwatching  amidst  Moorland, 
Forest,  River  and  Lakes.  Home  cooking,  full 
central  heating,  drying  room.  Ospreys  and 
Crested  Tits  local.  Hotel  geared  to  Birdwatchers 
and  their  families.  Terms  £90.00  per  week  D/B/ 
B.  Brochure  from  Maureen  and  Larry  Taulbut, 
The  Old  Manse  Hotel,  Carrbridge,  Inverness- 
shire.  Tel:  (047  984)  278.  A warm  welcome 
guaranteed.  (BB430) 

OSPREY  VISITORS  to  Loch  Garten?  Locheil 
GH  offers  BB:  £8.50;  DBB  £13  or  self-eater 
Cottage  (sleeps  6)  rental  £20  nightly,  and  Chalet 
(sleeps  4).  £15  nightly.  For  details  plus  walks, 
slide-talks,  films,  local  activities,  write:  Locheil, 
Boat  of  Garten,  Inverness-shire.  Tel:  047  983 
603.  (BB4I9) 


LtA 


We  have  over  500  furnished  cottages/ 
wooden  chalets  scattered  throughout 
Scotland. 

Why  not  send  for  our  FREE  colour 
brochure.  Write,  enclosing  a 1st  class 
stamp  to:  HOLIDAY  COTTAGES 
(SCOTLAND)  LTD.,  Thorncroft, 
Lilliesleaf,  Roxburghshire  TD6  9JD. 


Telephone:  (083  57)  481-485.  (BB367) 


SPEY  VALLEY.  Carrbridge  Area,  luxury  cara- 
van. Shower,  toilet,  quiet  private  site.  £125.00 
per  week  inclusive.  Tel:  047  984  278.  (BB43 1) 


ISLE  OF  MULL.  A stable  converted  into  2 
warm  comfortable  flats.  Frachadil  Farm,  Cal- 
gary. Tel:  068  84  265 or  (0573)  24852.  (BB370) 

ARGYLL,  SEIL  ISLAND.  250  year  old  home 
on  waters  edge  overlooking  Cuan  Sound  and 
Mull.  B&B  base  for  interesting  birdwatching, 
touring,  walking,  sleeping,  all  year.  Tim,  Melva 
Goodwin  (M.B.O.U.)  Cuan  Ferry,  Seil,  by  Oban, 
Argyll  PA344RB. 08523 258.  (BB479) 

YELL,  SHETLAND.  A self-catering  cottage. 
0957  2216.  (BB445) 


SPEY  VALLEY.  B&B.  Warm,  comfortable  bun- 
galow. The  Spinney,  Carrbridge  (047  984) 
251.  (BB485) 


ISLE  OF  GIGHA,  Argyllshire.  For  a holiday 
surrounded  by  natural  beauty,  sandy  beaches, 
exotic  gardens,  birds,  wild  flowers,  good  food 
and  comfortable  accommodation.  Please  contact 
Mrs  McSporran,  Post  Office  House.  058-35 
251.  (BB475) 

ISLE  OF  MULL.  A small  guest  house  and  farm 
in  lovely  countryside  a mile  from  Dervaig  village. 
2 miles  from  coast.  The  best  of  home  cooking  in 
the  Highland  tradition.  Write  to  Jenny  Matthew, 
Ardrioch,  Dervaig,  Isle  of  Mull,  or  tel:  068  84 
264.  (BB392) 


CAIRNGORMS — Nethybridge  near  Aviemore. 
Choice  of  unique  converted  smithy,  hay  loft, 
cottages  and  bungalows.  Very  comfortable,  well 
furnished,  central  heating  and  col.  TV  from  £80- 
£285  pw.  Mrs  C.  Patrick,  Chapelton  Place, 
Forres.  Tel:  0309  72505.  (BB362) 

GLENLYON,  by  Aberfeldy.  2 holiday  cottages, 
sleep  4-6.  National  scenic  area.  Good  for  walkers/ 
birdwatchers/botanists.  Tel:  088  76  208.  Inner- 
wick,  Glenlyon,  Perthshire  PH  15  2PP.  (BB544) 

ISLE  OF  ISLAY.  Family  house  to  let.  Sleeps  8, 
central  heating,  open  fire,  all  mod  cons.  £80- 
£160  per  week.  Mrs  McEwan,  Main  Street,  Port 
Charlotte,  Isle  of  Islay  PA  18  71  L.  Eel:  049  685 
356.  (BB548) 
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THE  HOTEL,  Isle  of  Colonsay,  Argyll  PA61 
7YP.  Demi-pension  (Private  bath)  from  £27.50. 
Details,  brochures,  map  (bird  list  on  request). 
Tel:  09512  316.  (BB209) 

NORTH  W ES  1 HIGHLANDS,  Dundonnell 
Hotel,  AA/RAC  3 star  and  4 crowns  commended 
by  Scottish  Tourist  Board,  just  south  of  Ulla- 
pool, ideal  location  for  hill  walkers,  birdwatchers 
and  those  who  enjoy  the  open  spaces.  Private 
bathrooms,  col  TV,  lull  c.h.  Two  fully  serviced 
luxury  flats  now  available.  Each  sleeps  4 per- 
sons. Send  for  col  brochure/tariff  giving  details 
of  holiday  offers  on  selected  dates,  to  Selbie 
Florence,  Dundonnell  Hotel,  by  Garve,  Ross- 
shire.Tel:  085  483  234.  (BB492) 

FORSINARD  HOTEL,  SUTHERLAND.  Flx- 
cellent  accommodation  with  superb  home  cook- 
ing. Warm,  friendly  atmosphere.  In  t he  heart  of 
the  'flow  Country’.  For  brochure  telephone 
Halladale  221.  (BB446) 

ISLE  OF  ISLAY,  Lochside  Hotel.  Situated  on 
the  edge  of  Loch  Indaal.  Birdwatching  all  the 
year  round.  Superb  2 star  accommodation  with 
lull  central  heating.  All  rooms  have  private 
bathroom  or  shower  with  wash  hand  basin, 
colour  TV,  radio,  telephone  & tea/coffee  making 
facilities.  Fully  licensed.  Brochure  & tariff  from 
proprietor  Mrs  Eileen  McNab.  Lochside  Hotel, 
Bowmore,  Isle  of  Islay,  Argyll  PA43  7LB.  'Pel: 
Bowmore  (049-68 1 ) 244/265.  (BB524) 

ARGYLL  COAST.  Simple  traditional  cottages 
on  quiet  estate.  Nature  Conservancy  SSSI. 
Unspoiled  scenery.  Otters,  wildcats,  much  bird- 
life.  Use  of  dinghy.  Sorry  no  dogs.  SAE:  Mrs 
Maclean,  Ardpatrick,  Tarbert,  Argyll,  lei: 
(08802)608.  (BB517) 

ISLAY,  GEESE.  Warm  cottages  sleep  8,  7 or  2. 
Lady  Wilson,  Ancala,  Port  Charlotte.  Tel: 
289.’  (BB400) 


WALES 

TREGARON.  Cambrian  Coffee  Shoppe.  Home 
cooking.  B&B.  £8.  Fan.  £4.50.  Tel:  Mrs  Knight. 
097  44637.  (BB494) 

17th  CENTURY  CHARACTER  COTTAGES 

in  picturesque  setting,  fantastic  views.  Sleeps  2- 
12.  Self-catering.  2 miles  Symonds  Yat  with 
peregrines,  buzzards.  Open  fires  & central 
heating.  AA  recommended.  H.  Smith,  Old  Kilns. 
Howie  Hill,  Ross-on-Wye.  Tel:  0989  62051. 

(BB478) 

LLEYN  SNOWDONIA.  Period  stone  cottages. 
Sleep  5-8.  IV'.  Often  fires,  inch  12  acre  SSSI 
lake,  forest  walks,  fishing.  Pets.  Brochure.  Glas- 
fryn  F.state,  nr  Pwllheli.  Tel:  0766 

810203.  (BB405) 


ANGLESEY.  Superb  beachside  hotel  with  mag- 
nificent views.  Ideal  centre  for  bird  watchers  and 
botanists  in  area  noted  for  its  lakes,  reserves  and 
coastline  of  outstanding  beauty.  Come  to  ‘High- 
ground  AA/RAC  listed,  licensed,  for  warm 
welcome,  excellent  food  and  accommodation. 
Brochure:  Mrs  Karen  Hayter,  Highground, 
Ravenspoint  Road,  Trearddur  Bav,  Gwynedd 
LL65  2YY.  Tel:  0407  860078.  (BB523) 

ABERGYNOLWYN  — bird  watchers/ walkers 
paradise.  Peaceful,  scenic  area  of  Mid  Wales. 
Homely  accommodation.  C/H,  H&C,  dogs 
welcome.  B&B  £7/£8,  EM  £3.50.  Details  sae. 
Riverside  Guest  House,  Abergv  nolwvn,  Tywyn, 
Gwynedd.  Tel:  0654  77235.  (BB527) 

PEMBROKESHIRE.  Converted  water  mill. 
Sleeps  4.  Available  all  year.  Tel:  0734 
341220.  (BB526) 

IRELAND 

IRISH  COTTAGE.  Magnificent  situation  on 
Dingle  peninsula.  Kern.  Sea  and  mountain 
birds,  unspoilt  beaches,  countryside  full  of 
flowers,  quietness.  Mod  cons,  sleeps  4,  £70-£l  10 
weekly  plus  electricitv.  Gerrards  Cross  (0753) 
883082.  (BB476) 

CHANNEL  ISLES 

SARK:  discover  the  wildlife  and  birds  of  Sark, 
one  of  the  smaller  and  quieter  of  the  Channel 
Islands.  Self-catering  accommodation  in  a mod- 
ern Sark  cottage  sleeping  6.  Please  send  for 
coloured  brochure  to  — Duncan  Spence,  La 
Heche,  Sark,  Channel  Isles.  (BB203) 

OVERSEAS 

MAJORCA,  NORTH.  Familiar  Hotel.  Half- 
board. Special  car  hire  rates  in  low  season.  Tel: 
531998  ‘Oriola’  Pollensa.  (BB454) 

HEART  OF  THE  CAMARGUE  S.  France. 
Well  equipped  farm  cottage  and  village  house. 
Rogers,  Mas  d’Auphan,  Le  Sambuc,  13200 
Arles.  Tel:  (01033)  90989041  or  0327 
842770.  (BB464) 

S.E.  SPAIN,  waders  galore,  luxury  house.  Sleeps 
3.  Adjacent  salt-pans,  convenient  and  cheap. 
Tel:  0233  28547.  (BB491) 


AUSTRALIA 

Sydney  to  Cairns  overland.  Temperate  to 
tropical.  Small  party  3 weeks  29/10/88. 
£1,900  inclusive  Airfare.  400  species  GTI). 

Wonga  Tours 

10  Shearman  Road,  Blackheath.  London 
SE3  9HX.  Tel:  01-852  2258 

(BB486) 
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SOUTH  WEST  BRITISH  COLUMBIA, 

Canada.  Bed  and  breakfast,  field  trips.  200  + 
local  species.  BC  total  400+ . Write  for  brochure, 
checklist:  D.  Solecki,  3672  West  1st  Avenue, 
Vancouver,  BC  V6R1H2  Canada.  (BB516) 


BIRD  WA  TCHING  HO  LI  DA  YS 


Algane  Birdwatch  Limited 

Autumn  migration/winter  visitors.  Guided  5 
day  tours.  Sept. /Nov.  Inclusive.  Castro 
Marim;  Faro  Salinas;  Quinta  da  Rocha 
Estuary;  Cape  St.  Vincent;  Alentejo.  Pelagic 
trips  Sept. /Oct. 

Telephone:  0602  602587  for  details.  (BB541) 


ALBANIA,  for  the  first  time,  AVES  Belgium 
organises  a birdwatching  holiday  in  July.  Write 
Aves-Charleroi,  12,  place  du  Village  B-6371 
ROLY  Belgium.  (BB566) 

PAPA  WESTRAY,  ORKNEY 

An  island  with  superb  birdlife, 
rare  plants,  seals  and 
archaeology.  Europe’s 
largest  tern  colony. 

bor  information  on  travel/ accommodation: 

B.B.,  Papay  Community  Co-operative  Ltd, 
Beltane  House,  Papa  Westray,  Orkney. 
Telephone  08574  267  or  238  (BB255) 


CALF  OF  MAN  BIRD  OBSERVATORY. 

Hostel  type  accommodation  from  April  to  Octo- 
ber. Details  from  the  Secretary.  The  Manx 
Museum,  Douglas,  Isle  of  Man.  ( Tel:  0624 
75522).  (BB484) 

SKOKHOLME/SKOMF.R  ISLANDS,  PEM- 
BROKESHIRE. Thousands  of  seabirds,  carpets 
of  flowers.  Some  courses.  S.a.e.  Dept  BB, 
WWNTC,  7 Market  Street,  Haverfordwest, 
Dyfed  SA6  11  NT.  Tel:  Haverfordwest  (0437) 
5462.  (BB  1 14) 

BIRDWATCHING  IN  SOUTHWEST 
ANDALUCIA 

One  week  with  accommodation.  336  bird 
species  possible,  200 — guaranteed  during 
the  winter  and  breeding  seasons,  including 
Imperial  Eagle,  Crested  Coot,  Purple  Galli- 
nule,  Marbled  Teal,  White-headed  Duck, 
etc.  Best  birdwatching  places  around  includ- 
ing Donana.  Boats  available  to  observe 
seabirds.  For  free  brochure  and  bird  list, 
contact:  GUIAS  I)E  DONANA  S.A., 
Reinolds,  45, G,  21760  Matalascanas,  (Huel- 
va) Spain.  Phone  number  (955) 
430501.  (BB518) 


Sunbirder 

Hirdins  package  holidays 


'The  great  new  idea  m birdwatching  holidays" 

EILAT  Nov  1988  £297 


Join  daily  minibus  excursions  with  Peter  Grant  & 
Killian  Mullamey,  or  do  your  own  thing  with  low-cost 
car  hire.  Evening  get-together  and  log.  Discount  for 
club  groups.  Details  from: 

SUNBIRDER,  BOX  76C,  Sandy,  Beds  SG19 
IDF  Telephone:  0767  82969  (24  hrs.)  (BB507) 


WILDLIFE  HOLIDAYS 


CYGNUS  WILDLIFE  HOLIDAYS 

escorted  birdwatching  holidays  throughout 
the  world. 

Remaining  1988  tours  include: 
ARIZONA  18-31  July 
KENYA  17  Sept-3  Oct 
ECUADOR  Sc  GALAPAGOS  ISLANDS 
25  Oct- 13  Nov 
GAMBIA  16  Nov-30  Nov 
ETHIOPIA  18  Nov-4  Dec 
For  further  details  write  to:  96  Fore  Street. 
Kingsbridge.  Devon  TQ7  I PY  or 
Telephone:  0548  til  78 
Recommended  b\  British  Birds. 


WEST  OF  IRELAND.  Wildlife  holidays,  natural 
history  courses,  field  studies  facilities  for  individuals 
and  small  groups.  Good  food  and  comfortable 
accommodation  overlooking  Connemara  mountains 
and  Lough  Corrib.  Guided  tours  to  Connemara,  the 
Burren  and  the  Cliffs  of  Moher.  Contact  Dr  Tony 
Whilde,  Corrib  Conservation  Centre,  Ardnasillagh, 
C )ughterard,  Co.  Galway.  ( BB426) 


BIRDWATCHING/WILDLIFE.  Tented  Kenya 
Safaris.  16  December  to  Masai  Mara,  Samburu, 
Lakes  Nakuru,  Naivasha  and  Baringo.  30 
December  to  Amboseli,  Tsavo  East  and  West, 
the  Indian  Ocean  and  Lake  Jipe.  2 weeks.  All 
inch  £1,125.  Adventure  Africa,  The  Square, 
Ramsbury,  W iltshire.  Tel:  0672  20569.  (BB554) 


TOURS 

RAPTORS.  Raptor  watching  tours  and  work- 
shops. 1988-1989  schedule  includes:  Trinidad, 
Cape  May,  Israel,  S.  Texas,  Senegal,  Mexico, 
Panama,  Tikal,  Ecuador  and  S.  Arizona.  Tours 
led  by  Bill  Clark,  author  of  new  NA  raptor  guide. 
Write  for  brochure  and  schedule  to  Raptours, 
PO  Box  8008,  Silver  Spring,  MD  20907  USA. 

(BB520) 


BIRD  REPORTS 


FIFE  BIRD  REPORT  1986.  List,  articles, 
illustrations.  1985  report  still  available.  £2.20 
each  inc.  P&P  from  I).  Dickson,  20  Rosabell 
Street,  KIRKCALDY  KYI  3DW.  (BB483) 

1986  KENT  BIRD  REPORT  £3.  Special  offer 
1986  + 1985  £5.50,  both  inch  p&p.  Other,  years 
available.  P.  C.  Heathcote,  9 Greenfinches,  New 
Barn.  Kent  I)A3  7ND.  (BB534) 
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BOOKS 


HENRY  SOTHERAN  LTD,  ICBP,  RSPB 

/ Jttulon  \ leading  ornithological  hook  stockists 

IN  STOCK— 

Handbook  of  the  Birds  of  Europe.  iht*  Middle  F.asi 
and  North  Africa,  volume  5.  £75.00.  P.  Colston  & P. 
Burton.  A field  Guide  to  the  Waders  of  Britain  and 
Europe.  £9.95.  P.  A.  I).  Hollom,  etc.  Birds  of  the 
Middle  Past  and  North  Africa.  £14.00.  C.  T'udgr. 

Encyclopaedia  of  the  Environment.  £19.95. 
Raymond  filling.  Studies  and  Sketches  of  a Bird 
Painter.  Special  l td.  Edit.  Only  500  copies.  Pub. 
Signed  and  numbered  in  case.  Now  O/P,  Ltd  stock 
only  available.  Pub.  price  £275.00.  Now  £165.00. 

ICBP,  BTC),  HOC  Publications  and  a 
surprising  range  of  smaller  books  & reports.  rr 
Superb  stock  available  for  browsing.  £ 

2,  3,  4 & Sackville  St,  London  W1X  2DP.  * 
01-734  1150.  Just  off  Piccadilly.  Mon-Fri  9.00-5.30. 

BOOKS.  Scarce  and  out-of-print  books  on 
ornithology  and  natural  history  of  all  lands. 
Catalogues  of  books  issued.  Books  on  all  aspects 
of  natural  history  and  field  sports  purchased. 
David  A.  H.  Grayling,  Crosby  Ravensworth, 
Penrith,  Cumbria  CA10  3JP.  Tel:  09315 
282.  (BB510) 

BIRD  BOOKS,  1813-1986.  Large  S.A.E.  for 
catalogue.  Crack  Books,  Sawmill  Cottages, 
Burton-in-Lonsdale,  Carnforth,  Lancs.  (BB477) 

SANDERLING  BOOKS 

Orders  now  being  taken  for: 

Birds  of  the  Western  Palearctic  Vol.  V 
Birds  of  Africa  Vol.  Ill 
Birds  of  the  Middle  East  N North  Africa 

and  other  forthcoming  publications 
Orders  and  enquiries  to: 

60  Whitelow  Rd,  Chorlton-cum-Hardv, 
Manchester  M2I  I HR.  Tel:  061-860  7595  (24  hr) 
■Restensgeo’,  The  Street,  Sporle,  Swaffham, 
Norfolk  PF.32  2I)R.  Tel:  0760  22219 

Free  catalogue  available  on  request  (BB551 ) 


SCOTTISH  ORNITHOLOGISTS'  CLUB 
THE  BIRD  BOOKSHOP 
1,000  titles  in  stock  ★ Credit  Cards  welcome 
Free  comprehensive  catalogue  from: 

The  Bird  Bookshop 

21  Regent  Terrace,  Edinburgh  EH7  5BT 
Tel:  031-556  6042  (anytime)  (RB555) 

MEINERTZHAGEN,  RICKMAN,  MOREAL1 
and  LACK.  Rare  titles  by  these  and  other 
authors.  For  catalogue  write  to:  Barnhill  Books, 
Strathwhillan,  Brodick,  Isle  of  Arran  KA27  8BQ. 
Tel:  0770  2.384.  (BB506) 


The  original 

BIRDWATCHER’S 
LOGBOOK 

The  most  concise  way  to  record  your 
observations.  Monthly,  annual  and  life 
columns  for  762  species,  plus  159 
diary  pages.  Send  £5.50  to: 

Coxton  Publications, 

9 St.  Mary’s  Road,  Mortimer,  Reading, 
Berks.  RG7  3UE. 

(BB558) 

NATURAL  HISTORY  BOOKS,  fine  illus- 
trated antiquarian  and  modern.  Catalogue  from 
H.  J.  Eggilshaw,  54  West  Moulin  Road,  Pit- 
lochry, Perthshire  PH  16  5EQ.  l ei:  0796  2081. 

(BB553) 

SECONDHAND  BOOKS  on  Birds  and  Natural 
History  for  sale.  Send  stamp  for  list.  B.  R. 
Squires,  10  Whitehill  Road,  Barton,  Beds. 

(BB565) 

NATURAL  HISTORY  BOOKS.  Secondhand 
and  new,  bought  and  sold.  Catalogues:  J.  E. 
Oliver,  Malt  Cottage,  Croft  Yard,  Wells,  Nor- 
folk. (BB515) 

ORNITHOLOGICAL  GUIDES  in  the  Let  s 

look  at  . . .’  series,  Majorca  SW  Spain,  The 
Camargue,  Montenegro,  Ethiopia,  Eastern  Au- 
stria, South  Morocco,  North  East  Greece,  V an- 
couver and  The  Rockies,  Sri  Lanka,  Lapland  and 
Arctic  Norway,  The  Gambia,  North  West  fur- 
key  and  N.  India.  £2.80  per  copy,  Ornitholidays. 
1-3  Victoria  Drive,  Bognor  Regis,  Sussex  P021 
2PW.  (BB 193) 

RARE  AND  SECONDHAND  books  on  birds, 
natural  history,  gardening  and  field  sports 
bought  and  sold.  Peter  Blest,  Wateringbury, 
Maidstone,  Kent.  Tel:  0622  812940.  (BB498) 

‘BIRD  BOOKS'.  Good  secondhand  books 
bought  and  sold.  Free  catalogue  from,  and  offers 
to  Briant  Books,  94  Quarry  Lane,  Kelsall, 
Tarporlev,  Cheshire  CVV6  0NJ.  Tel:  0829  51804. 

(BB528) 

BOOK  ON  BIRDS.  New  and  secondhand, 
catalogue  30p  stamps.  Surplus  books  urgently 
sought.  BB  bought  and  sold.  Open  Monday  to 
Saturday.  Bird  Books  of  Sevenoaks,  67  London 
Rd,  Sevenoaks,  Kent.  Tel:  0732  455899.  (BB372) 


To  advertise  in  British  Birds 
Please  phone  SANDRA  BARNES 

0621  815085  for  details 
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QUALITY  BIRD  BOOKS — for  latest  list  write 
to  A.  & H.  Books,  23  Andrew  Road,  Tunbridge 
Wells,  Kent.  (BB499) 

BIRD  & NATURAL  HISTORY  books  bought 
and  sold.  Catalogues  issued.  We  are  very  keen  to 
buy  good  quality  stock,  so  if  you  have  surplus 
items  please  allow  us  to  make  you  an  offer — St 
Ann’s  Bookshop,  2 St  Ann’s  Road,  Great 
Malvern,  Worcs  (06845)  62818.  (BB377) 


PERIODICALS 


NATUREWATCHING 

Monthly  magazine-diary  for  people 
who  watch  all  kinds  of  wildlife  — 
places,  habitats,  fauna  and  flora 
Available  on  subscription  only  — £15  p.a. 

Southern  Pitts,  Lawrenny,  Pembs  SA68  OPY 

(BB496) 


FOR  SALE 

BRITISH  BIRD  VOCABULARY  12-Cassette 
Series  in  six  volumes.  Also  specially  prepared 
Single  Cassette  Sound  Guides.  SAE  to  Lewis, 
Rosehill  House,  Lyonshall  HR53HS.  (BB525) 

BIRD  JOURNAL  BACKNUMBERS  SUP- 
PLIED. (BB.  Bird  Study,  County  Reports,  etc.), 
David  Morgan,  Whitmore,  Umberleigh,  Devon. 

(BB537) 


PARABOLIC  REFLECTOR  specially  de- 
signed for  recording  birdsong.  Hand  or  tripod 
mounting.  £30  incl  p&p.  SAE  details,  Richard 
Margoschis,  80  Mancetter  Road,  Atherstone 
CV91NH.  (BB402) 

WITHERBY’S  HANDBOOK,  1st  edition. 
£105,  Bird  Study,  11  bound  vols.  1970-81,  Ibis 
1983-88.  Offers.  Also  some  new  Nats.,  Poysers, 
Bannerman  etc.  Tel:  045  74  .3763  for 
list.  (BB556) 

IBIS  1969-82,  good  condition.  Offers  to  025126 
.3893.  (BB550) 


WANTED 


PHOTOGRAPHERS.  New  wildlife  photo- 
graphic agency  seeks  photographers  with  top 
quality  coverage,  transparency  or  b/white. 
Please  submit  50  examples  and  list  of  other 
subjects  enclosing  return  postage.  Swan,  67 
London  Rd,  Sevenoaks,  Kent  I'N  13  1 AU.(BB5 1 1 ) 

ZEISS  10  X 40  BOA  T (2nd  hand).  Tel:  045  743 
763.  (BB557) 

Please  mention 
BRITISH  BIRDS 
when  replying  to 
advertisements 
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The 

British  Birds 

Binder 


It’s  so  easy  and  tidy  with  the  British  Birds  Binder  to 
file  your  copies  away.  Each  binder  is  designed  to 
hold  twelve  issues  and  the  index,  and  is  attractively 
bound  and  blocked  with  the  British  Birds  logo. 

Each  issue  is  held  in  place  by  a removable  metal  rod. 
So,  you  can  use  a binder  to  store  the  current  year’s 
issues  as  they  arrive,  or  to  hold  a complete  volume 
for  your  bookshelves. 

Price  UK  £6.95  including  postage  & packing. 


Why  not  place  your  order  now?  (BB347) 

Please  use  the  British  BirdShop  order  form. 
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OPTOLYTH 


Choice  of  connoisseurs 


TOURING 


The  excellence  of  optical  design  and  construction.  Superb, 
bright,  crystal  clear  image.  Compact,  lightweight,  green 
rubber  armoured.  Field  of  view  is  110m  at  1000m. 

Min.  focus  5m. 


For  the  complete  range  of  Optolyth  products: 
Telescopes,  and  highly  acclaimed  Alpin  binoculars, 
please  phone  or  write  to  Sole  Importers. 

OPTICRON.  PO.  Box  81,  St.  Albans,  Herts,  AL1  3 NT. 
Tel:  (0727)  56516 


(D317) 
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203  Readership  survey 

206  Taxonomy  of  the  Rock/Water  Pipit  superspecies  Anthus  petrosus, 
spinoletto  and  rubescens  Dr  Alan  Knox 
2 1 1 Identification  of  large  terns  S.  J.  M.  Gantlett  and  Alan  Harris 

222  Seventy-five  years  ago  . . . 

223  Mystery  photographs  131  Lesser  Spotted  Eagle  lain  Robertson 

Requests 

225  Atlas  of  Breeding  Birds  of  the  Algarve  Mrs  Glenis  Vowles 
225  Avian  pathology  and  disease:  register  of  laboratories  and  reference  centres 
N.  Hillgarth  and  J.  E.  Cooper 

225  Transparencies  of  1987  rarities  Dr  J.  T.  R.  Sharrock 

226  Bird  Photograph  of  the  Year  Dr  R.  J.  Chandler , Eric  Hosking, 

Dr  J.  T.  R.  Sharrock  and  Don  Smith 

Letter 

232  Are  we  getting  our  figures  right?  D.  I.  M.  Wallace 

Notes 

233  Three  Great  Crested  Grebes  building  a nesting  platform  R.  P.  Lambe 

235  Leucism  and  partial  albinism  in  Balearic  race  of  Manx  Shearwater 
E.  J.  Mackrill  and  P.  Yesou 

236  Unusual  escape  flight  of  Grey  Heron  Roger  Q.  Skeen 

237  Diet  of  White-tailed  Eagle  in  Buckinghamshire  in  winter  1983/84  David  Glue 

237  Barn  Owls  nesting  in  wells  in  Portugal  Wendy  Nazar,  Michael  Nazar  and  Ian  F.  Keymer 

238  Robin  attacking  common  lizard  P.J.  Heath 

239  Male  Blackbird  feeding  wasps  to  young  Dr  Leslie  J.  Hall 

239  Warblers  fleeing  from  attacks  by  swallowtail  butterfly  B.  D.  Harding 

239  Goldcrests  eating  lichen-covered  bark  E.  M.  Raynor 

240  Possible  sap-sucking  by  Long-tailed  Tits  Nigel  Agar 

240  Double  song  of  Girl  Bunting  K.  E.  Vinicombe 

Announcements 

241  West  Palearctic  List  Committee 
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DOCUS  AT  RSPB  BEMPTON 

successful  Field  Days  at  Lemslord  Springs  in  Hertfordshire  we 
► d to  announce  a further  Field  Weekend  on  the  9-10  July  at  the 
• .erve  at  Bempton  on  the  East  Yorkshire  coast  This  celebrated 
well  known  lor  its  wealth  of  seabirds  which  populate  the  cliffs  in 
i *1  its  excellent  observation  facilities 

invite  you  to  |Oin  them  during  the  weekend  to  sample  and 
i range  of  quality  viewing  instruments  whether  your  interests  are 

• or  telescopes  If  you  would  like  to  receive  an  invitation  to  this 
y olity.  and  the  expert  advice  that  will  be  provided  during  the 

olease  write  or  telephone  for  your  invitation  and  Field  Day 
> pack  without  delay  It  would  help  us  if  you  could  indicate  when 
■ or  telephone  your  preferred  day  and  approximate  time  of  visit 

* weekend 

you  receive  our  moividual  attention  preference  will  be  given  to 
an  invitation  card 


IN  FOCUS  AT  LEMSFORD  SPRINGS 

SATURDAY  FIELD  DAYS 
25  JUNE  30  JULY  20  AUGUST 
OPEN  9 30am  - 5pm 

With  the  kind  co-operation  of  the  Herts  and  Middx  Wildlife  Trust  m Focus 
are  now  able  to  offer  customers  a unique  opportunity  to  use  compare  ana 
purchase  quality  optical  equipment  under  field  conditions  Lemslord  Springs 
Nature  Reserve  is  situated  approximately  20  miles  north  of  London  and  « 
lust  1 5 mins  drive  from  June  23  on  the  M25  motorway  Th«s  compact  well 
managed  reserve  has  a good  variety  oi  bird  life  and  customers  can  expect 
good  views  of  water  and  woodland  birds  Visitors  are  invited  to  take 
advantage  of  the  ample  parking  fo  the  right  ot  the  reserve  gate  then  make 
their  way  to  reception  At  tnis  point  customers  can  discuss  then  nd.viduai 
requirements  with  our  technical  staff  binoculars  are  issued  from  this  point 
and  can  be  used  on  a woodland  walk  or  m a private  hide  where  a tuH  range 
of  telescopes  can  also  be  viewed  For  further  information  and  d*tectons 
please  contact  IN  FOCUS 


PERSONAL  CALLERS 

Can  choose  and  select  trom  our 
comprehensive  range  of  equip 
ment  Compare  Zeiss  with  Leitz 
Opdym  with  Kowa  or  Nikon  We 
are  a completely  independent  com 
pany  whose  only  concern  * that 
our  customers  select  the  correct 
instrument  tor  the«  personal  needs 

PHONE  ORDERS 

OscuSS  your  requirements  with  our 
technical  staff  and  orders  placed 
with  Access  or  Visa  Cards  wrfi  be 
despatched  same  day 

MAIL  ORDER 

Just  add  C2  to  help  towards  P&P 
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BARBOUR  £ 

The  best  British  clothing  tor  the 
worst  Bntish  weather 
Durham  Jacket  52  95 

32  to  46 
Bedale  Jacket 

28  to  30  41  75 

32  to  46  62  95 

Gamelair  Jacket  7195 

32  to  46 

Beaufort  Jacket  75  95 

32  to  46 

Border  Jacket  82  95 

32  to  46 

Burghley  Jacket  88  95 

36  to  44 

Northumbna  Jacket  87  55 

36  to  46 

Linings  1 7 45 

Hoods  10  95 

Send  for  Colour  Bartxxjr  catalogue 
Post  FREE  on  Barbour 

ACCESSORIES  E 

Car  window  mount  22  00 

Universal  mount  22  00 

Hide  mount  38  00 

Rowi  Shoulder  Pod  38  00 

CuHmannSl  Pod  24  95 

Cullmann  QR  9 95 

Rainguard  small  3 50 

Ramguard  large  3 50 

Leather  lanyard  3 50 

T npod  strap  6 95 


WE  ALSO  STOCK: 

HABICHT  GREENKAT 
ADLERSCOPE 
8AUSCH  & LOMB  ETC 
PERSONAL  EXPORT 
SERVICE  TO  NON  UK 
RESIDENTS 

PRICES  CORRECT  10  3 88 
E&OE 


and  msurance  and  vour  order  will 
be  sent  the  same  day  as  we 
recerve  your  cheque  An  equipment 
is  suppled  on  14  days  approval 
upon  receipt  o»  tuH  remittance 

SECONDHAND 

instruments  are  always  available 
T urnover  is  fast  so  we  do  no!  pent  a 
list  Phone  lor  mlorrnatnn 

PART  EXCHANGE 

Top  prices  paid  for  good  condition 
equipment 

HOW  TO  FIND  US 

We  are  1 0 rrxns  from  M25  and  A 1 M 
motorways  and  15  rruns  wafc  from 
High  Barnet  Underground  Station 

TELESCOPES  AND 
TRIPOD  OUTFITS 

If  you  purchase  a scope  and  tnpod 
at  the  same  time  we  can  otter  you  a 
very  special  pnee' 

PHONE  FOR  A QUOTE 


SUMMER  OFFER 

£5.00  DISCOUNT 
ON  ANY  BARBOUR  JCKT 
PURCHASED  FROM 
1 MAY  TO  31  AUG 
PLEASE  SEND  THIS 
VOUCHER  OR  COPY  WITH 
ORDER 


INTEREST  FREE  CREDIT  ON  THE 
FOLLOWING  INSTRUMENTS 

ZEISS  WEST  8 * 30BGAT  7 ■ 42BGAT  10  - 40BGAT 
LEITZ  TRINOVID  8 ■ 40BA  7 • 42BA  10  • 40BAN 
KOWA  TSN-3  or  4 NIKON  FIELDSCOPE  ED 
Simply  select  the  model  of  your  choice  pay 
one-third  of  the  purchase  price  with  the  balance 
m two  equal  payments  one  month  apart 

Phone  write  or  caw 


BINOCULARS  & TELESCOPES  REPAIRED  ON  THE  PREMISES 

(D345) 
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BRITAIN’S 
BEST-LIKED 
SCOPE 
IS  BACK 

6th  in  1 983, 4th  in  1 985.  Now  British 
Birds  survey  of  Binocular  and 
Telescope  Owners  ranks. 


BUSHNELL  SPACEMASTER  X60 
British  Birders’  Most  Popular  Scope. 


Because  it  feels  good  and  performs 
well.  For  example,  nobody  else  has 
such  smooth  positive  focussing. 
Weight,  size  and  balance  are  ideal. 


After  a 6-month  drought 
Spacemasters  are  back  on  the  shelf 
(though  the  backlog  means  they’ll 
sell  fast).  Either  trust  your  fellow 
birders  or  phone  or  write  (with  s.a.e.) 
to  us  for  details. 

STRAUSS 

OPTICAL  COMPANY  LTD 

Sole  Agents  for 

BAUSCH  & LOMB  ® Sports 
Optics 

55  Brewery  Road,  London  N7  9QU 

01-609  2972  (D347) 


Birds  of  the 


Middle  East  and 
North  Africa 


by  P.  A.  D.  Hollom 

R.  F.  Porter, 

S.  Christensen 
and  Ian  Willis 

This  long-awaited  companion 
bird-guide  includes  all  known  breeding, 
wintering,  migratory  and  accidental 
species  in  the  region,  from  Morocco  to 
Iran  and  Arabia.  Over  700  species  are 
covered,  of  which  Ian  Willis  illustrates 
more  than  350  species  in  colour, 
showing  sex,  age  and  seasonal 
differences  where  appropriate;  in 
addition  there  are  many  black  and 
white  identification  drawings  in  the  text. 
The  latter  treats  identification  with 
especial  thoroughness  in  the  species 
accounts  but  there  are  also  sections  for 
voice,  habitat  and  status. 

A special  feature  is  the  510  two-colour 
breeding  distribution  maps  which 
provide  more  up  to  date  information 
than  is  to  be  found  in  any  comparable 
source. 

The  authors  have  long  associations 
with  the  region  and  this  distillation  of 
their  knowledge  and  expertise  has 
provided  a much  needed  guide  of 
unequalled  excellence. 

22  x 14cm,  280  pages  plus  40  colour 
plates,  distribution  maps,  many  line 
illustrations,  £14.00  net 
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TSN-2 


SLR  camera  adaptability 
Rubber  eyecup  for  comfort 
Ergonomic  styling  for  ease-of-use 
45%  offset  eyepiece  on  TSN-1  model 
77  mm  objective  lens  delivering  crisp  images 
Interchangeable  20  x,  25  x,  40  x,  20-60  x eyepieces 
with  bayonet  fitting 


...  A superb  image 


Officially  appointed  distributor  for  Kowa  Telescopes  c 

Pyser  Ltd.,  Fircroft  Way,  Edenbridge,  Kent  TN8  6HA. 


Go  birding 
in  southern  Ireland 

this  autumn  and  winter 

Avoid  the  rush  to  the  Scillies  and  join  Peter  Harrison  and  local 
birder  Frank  King  ‘seawatching’  off  Cape  Clear  and  seeking  those 
American  waders  at  Ballycotton  and  Akeragh  Lough  — or  birding 
amongst  the  wintering  geese  at  the  Wexford  Slobs. 

All  tours  include  return  flight  and  comfortable  hotel. 

For  more  details  ask  for  our  ‘Seawatch’  and  ‘Winter  Birding  Breaks’  brochures. 

Branta  1 1 Uxbridge  Street,  London  W8  7TQ 

Holidays  (01_229  7231) 
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FOCALPOINT 


Deal  with  birdwatchers  who  understand  your  requirements 


LEITZ  Binoculars 

Beautifully  made  precision  instruments.  With 
contrast,  resolution,  flatness  of  field,  true 
internal  focusing  design,  and  climate  resist- 
ance which  are  unsurpassed  And  all  within  a 
compact  lightweight  design' 

As  used  by  both  principals  ol  Focalpoinl— 
and  many  thousands  of  discerning  birders 
throughout  the  world 

10x40  BAN 

8 x 40  BA  P 

7 x 42  BA  H 

8 x 32  BA  r\ 

10x25  BCA 

8x20BCA  N 

Case  (Trinovids)  £ 

Case  (Miniatures) 


KOWA  Main  Stockists 

TSN-1  (45°)  a 

TSN-2  (straight)  b 

TSN-3  (45°  Fluorite)  & 

TSN-4  (sir.  Fluorite)  § 

TS1  (45°)  C 

TS2  (straight) 

TS6  (compact)  ° 

TS7  (45°)  3 

TS9  (20  x 50) 

Ail  eyepieces,  pholo-adaptors  and  cases 
from  slock 

KOWA  10  x 50  binocular  £149 
Upgrade  your  exisling  TSN-1/2  for  the  new 
TSN-3/4  models  You  need  only  exchange 
the  body,  all  eyepieces,  cases,  etc , are 
interchangeable 


QUESTAR 

- Mirror  Scopes 
From  £1,650 

NIKON  Fieldscope  system 
from  stock  - ask  for  a quote. 


NEW  Skua  Mkll  cases  (or  Kowa  TSN 
telescopes  in  stock  now.  Total  encase- 
ment, ultra  rugged  and  weatherproof. 
Stays  on  the  scope  at  all  times. 


BIRDGUIDES 

Ask  for  details  of  these  tours 
GAMBIA  Nov  '88 
VENEZUELA  Jan  '89 
MOROCCO  Mar  '89 
MAJORCA  Apr  '89 
KENYA  Sept  '89 


MAIL  ORDER 
SPECIALIST 
P/P  & INS  FREE! 


REPAIRS  & 
SERVICING 


TONY  & ENID  MURPHY 

FOCALPOINT 

14  Cogshall  Lane,  Comberbach, 
Northwich,  Cheshire  CW9  6BS 
Telephone:  0606  891098 


(D341 ) 


PHONE  FOR 
PRICES  AND 
DIRECTIONS 


OPEN  9 30-5  30 
MON  -FRI 
SAT  9 30-4  00 
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25x80  SPOTTING  SCOPE 

A SPOTTING  SCOPE  PURCHASE  OF  A 
LIFETIME  - FOR  A LIFETIME 


IT'S  NOT  MAGIC. 


Although  its  all  done  by  mirrors  as 
the  conventional  erecting  prism 
system  has  been  replaced  by  a high 
reflected  coated  mirror  system... 
which  is  offering  arguably  a brighter 
image. 

The  80mm  objective  lens  has  been 
Magenta  Coated  and  the  selection  of 
eyepieces,  all  offering  high  eye 
point,  are  amber  coated.  Ideal  for 
spectacle  wearers. 

The  Adlerscope  80  is  available 
either  angled  or  straight  and  comes 
complete  with  a 25x  eye  piece. 
Accessories  available  include  15x, 
40x,  20-60x  zoom  eye  pieces, 
camera  adaptor  and  a rubber 
objective  lens  hood. 


NEW  BROCHURE  NOW  AVAILABLE 

With  the  purchase  of  the  Adleracope  80  Spotting  Scope,  JJ  Vickers  offer 
you  a lifetime  guarantee  applicable  to  the  United  Kingdom  and  does  not 
affect  your  statutory  rights. 

For  advice  on  your  nearest  stockist,  please  contact  the  sole  U K.  importer 

J.  J.  VICKERS  & SONS  LTD. 

UNIT  1 , RIVER  HURST  HOUSE,  2A  PEMBROKE  ROAD, 
BROMLEY,  KENT  BR1  2WB. 

TEL:  01-460  1799  (24  Hour  Answer  Phone) 


(D256) 


Why  not  give  us  the  opportunity  to 
impress  you  with  our 

PRICES  & SERVICE 

They  are  the  BEST  - that’s  GUARANTEED 


We  will  attempt  to  encourage  you 
with  our  low  prices,  high  trade-ins 
and  friendly,  knowledgeable  service 


BINOCULARS 
ALPIN  BY  OPTOLYTH 
W.  EUROPE’S  MOST  POPULAR 
COMPACT  AND  LIGHTWEIGHT 
BINOCULARS 


Weight  Field 
10x50BA  22.5oz  309ft. 

1 0x40BGA  19oz  345ft. 

8x40BGA  19oz  330ft. 

8x30BGA  14oz  420ft. 


Price 

£221  (inc.  case) 
£205  (inc.  case) 
£200  (inc.  case) 
£1 86(inc.  case) 


TELESCOPES 

OPTOLYTH  TELESCOPES 

FOR  THOSE  WHO  WANT  ONLY  THE  BEST 

Superior  definition/Light-transmission  plus  the  widest 
field  at  high  magnifications 


Weight 

Field 

Price 

30x75GA 

44oz 

120ft. 

£318  Case  E35 

22x60GA 

35oz 

183ft. 

£210 

22x70GA 

37oz 

— 

£290  EYEPIECES 

22-60x70GA 

47oz 

87-54ft. 

£353  20xWW  £88 

30x80 

£353  20x  £56 

TB  80  Body 

£344  30x  £57 

TBS  80  Body 

£320  40x  £58 

_ MAIL  ORDER 
£ WELCOMED 

q Part  Exchange 
Available 


London  Camera  Exchange  Group 

1 0 High  Street  1 3 Cheap  Street 

Southampton,  Hants.  Bath 
Tel:  (0703)  221597  Avon  BA1  1NB 
Tel:  (0703)  335363  Tel:  (0225)  62234 


WE  MAKE  CERTAIN  YOU 
MAKE  THE  CORRECT  CHOICE 


BINOCULAR  & TELESCOPE 
DEMONSTRATIONS 

EVERY  DAY  OF  THE  MONTH 


For  your  personal  demonstration  at  the  location  of  your  choice 

anywhere  in  Cornwall 
PHONE  REDRUTH  (0209)  210060 
If  you  can’t  get  to  Conrwall  try  our  mail  order 
ADVICE  LINE 

Make  the  most  of  your  investment  - you  cannot  afford  not  to  take 
our  friendly  advice  based  on  field  experience  - 

the  most  popular  may  not  be  the  best  for  you! 

Why  take  the  chance  - Phone  SCOPES  (0209)  210060 


WE  KEEP  YOU  WATCHING 


VI 


Kay  Optical  (Est.  1962) 


A wealth  of  optical  experience  is  at  your  service  whether  you  wish  to 
purchase  new  equipment  or  have  your  present  equipment  serviced  in  our 


workshop. 

The  best  equipment  is  available  for  you  to  inspect,  test  and  purchase  from 
these  premises,  including,  forexample:- 

BINOCULARS 


SWALLOW 


etc. 

ZEISS  (West) 

10  x 25  Dialyt 
8 x 20  BGA  Dialyt 
8 x 30  BGAT  Dialyt 
10  x 40  BGAT  Dialyt 

7 x 42  BGAT  Dialyt 

8 x 56  BGAT  Dialyt 
1 5 x 60  GAT  Porro 

7 x 50  BGA  (IF)  Porro 


10  x 40  or  8 x 40  rubber-covered,  roof 

OPTOLYTH 

prism 

111 

30x75 

318 

30x80 

353 

ADLERBLICK 

TB  80  body 

344 

8x42 

123 

TBS  80  body  (45°) 

320 

8x42  rubber  covered 

143 

TB  eyepieces  from 

56 

1 0 x 42  rubber  covered 

148 

15-40x60 

265 

7x21  compact 

109 

22-60x70 

353 

8 x 24  compact 

119 

22x60 

210 

22x70 

290 

MONOCULARS 

8 x 20  Porro 

39 

LEITZ  (Leica) 

8 x 20  T rinovid  235 

8x20BCATrinovid  247 

10x25BCTrinovid  247 

10x25BCATrinovid  259 

8 x 32  BA  T rinovid  445 

8x40BATrinovid  469 

10x40BA/NTrinovid  499 

Miniature  soft  case  14 

BA  soft  case  34 

SWAROVSKI 

1 0 x 40  WM  Waterproof  34 1 

7 x 42  M Waterproof  298 

8 x 30  SLC  roof  prism,  water  and 

shock  proof  302 

OPTOLYTH 

8x30Alpin  186 

8 x 40  Alpin  200 

10x40Alpin  205 

7x42  Alpin  207 

10x50  Alpin  221 

12x50  Alpin  225 

NIKON 

8 x 20  roof  prism  1 39 

10x25  roof  prism  1 54 

9x30  DCF  roof  prism  248 

12x36  DCF  roof  prism  268 


8 x 30  roof  prism,  rubber  armoured, 
dose-focusing  77 

10  x 30  roof  prism,  rubber  armoured, 
close-focusing  79 

NIGHT  VISION 
OPTRON  Infra-red,  hand-held 
scope,  complete  690 

Mains  charger  69 


TELESCOPES 


NIKON 

20  x 60  ED  469 

30  x or  40  x eyepieces  65 

Camera  adaptor  1 57 

KOWA 

TSN-1  body  (45°)  235 

TSN-2body  225 

TSN-3  body  (45°)  435 

TSN-4body  425 

25  x or  40  x eyepiece  50 

20  x (WA)  eyepiece  70 

20-60  x zoom  eyepiece  1 00 

TS-1  body  (45°)  160 

TS-2  body  1 40 

TS  eyepieces  from  26 


SPACEMASTER 

With  zoom  eyepiece 

219 

With  22  x WA  eyepiece 

179 

OPTICRON 

60mm  HR  body 

128 

Ditto,  with  rubber 

155 

60mm  HR  body  (45  ) 

150 

Zoom  eyepiece 

65 

Other  eyepieces  from 

26 

30  x 75  Classic 

125 

PICCOLO 

60mm  body 

107 

Zoom  eyepiece 

45 

Other  eyepieces  from 

22 

TRIPODS  etc  (all  one-action) 

Opticron 

60 

Slik  D2 

73 

Slik  SL67 

105 

Universal  clamp 

20 

Hide  clamp 

40 

Car  window  mount 

25 

SPECIAL  OFFER  - Deduct  £10  when  buying  a telescope  and  tripod  together. 


Callers  are,  of  course,  welcomed  and  encouraged  but  you  can  also  use  our 
mail  order  service  if  more  convenient  (allow  £2  ppi)  and  14  days  approval  is 
allowed.  For  callers,  we  are  1 5 minutes’  drive  from  the  M25  (via  A3  then  the 
Merton  turn-off)  or  2 minutes'  walk  from  Morden  tube.  A fuller  list  (with 
prices)  and  a map  sent  upon  request.  E.&O.E. 

Repairs  carried  out  in  our  own  workshops. 


KAY  OPTICAL  will  be  at  the  Information  Centre  of  the  renowned  PAGHAM 
HARBOUR  LOCAL  NATURE  RESERVE  on  SUNDAY  26th  JUNE  (1 1 am  to  5 pm). 
You  will  be  able  to  try  and  buy  binoculars,  telescopes,  tripods,  etc.  Also,  repairs  can 
be  quoted  for  and  handed  in.  The  Reserve  is  near  to  Chichester,  W.  Sussex,  on  the 
B2145  into  Selsey. 


Mon-Fri, 

9 am  to  5 pm 
Sat  9 am  to 
1 1.30  am 
other  times 
by  appointment 


KAY  OPTICAL  SERVICING 

89B  London  Road*,  Morden,  Merton,  Surrey.  Tel:  01-648  882: 

*The  A24.  We  are  opposite  Midland  Bank  (D340) 


CARL  ZEISS  SWIFT  ADLERBLIK  GREENKAT  PENTAX  MINOLTA  OPTOLYTH  TASCO  BUSHNELL  KOWA  MIRADOR  PRAKTICA  HARTMAN 


ILJI 

(fe 

Dill  III  1114 

3 

Ifil 

(i 

IWt 

J V 

LTD. 


Of  BIRMINGHAM 

Binoculars — Telescope  Dealers 
Wide  Range — Top  Quality — 
Discount  Prices 


OPTOLYTH 

MAIN 

STOCKISTS 


MAIL  ORDER  WELCOME  - VISA  - ACCESS  - CHEQUES 
PART  EXCHANGE  BINOCULARS  - TELESCOPES  AND  PHOTO  EQUIPMENT 


Sherwoods  are  a major  Binocular  and  Telescope  stockist  in 
the  Midlands — we  carry  large  stocks  of  popular  brands  and 

guarantee  the  lowest  price  in  town  on  goods  in  stock.  Call 
into  our  shop  in  Birmingham.  We  offer  Sale  on  Approval — 
Accept  Part  Exchange — Offer  Credit  Facilities. 

We  offer  Discounts  for  RSPB  Members  on  selected  items. 


11-13  Gt.  Western  Arcade,  Birmingham  B2  5HU. 

Tel:  021-236  7211. 

(back  of  Rackhams  Store)  (D334) 


VIEWING 


Wide 
range  - 
Top 

quality  • 
Discount 
prices  . 


Leading  specialists  in  high  quality 

BINOCULARS  - TELESCOPES 

Select  from  the  World's  finest  Optical  instruments 
ZEISS  (WEST)  • Leitz  • HABICHT  • NIKON 
OPTOLYTH  • KOWA  • SWIFT  • OPTIMA 
MINOLTA  • ADLERBLICK  • BRESSER 
BAUSCH  & LOMB  • BUSHNELL  • OPTICRON 
ZEISS  (EAST)  • MIRADOR  *SLIK  TRIPODS 

Write  or  phone  NOW  for  current  prices!  mailorder  fre^  e&oe 

Church  Lane.  Corley.  Coventry  CV7  8BA  | 0676-40501 


Our  showroom  is  set  in  7 
acres  of  private  grounds  with 
ample,  free  and  safe  parking. 
Testing  facilities  are  probably 
the  best  in  the  country. 
Viewing  from  the  showroom  is 
across  a large  pool  with  its 
various  bird  visitors  and  to 
more  distant  views  of  the 
countryside.  (D307) 
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also  7X  42B/GAT* 

"...particularly  useful  in  confined 
habitats,  such  as  woodland  or  forest; 
for  seawatching  or  raptor-watching. . . ' 

(British  Birds  Vol  79  No.  6 June  1986) 


Zeiss  - a tradition  of  excellence. 

The  preferred  binocular  of  experienced  birdwatchers 
worldwide.  Unsurpassed  in  quality  and  performance. 
Excellent  image  contrast;  superior  light  transmission 
at  dawn  and  dusk;  genuine  “ET  special  eyepieces  with 
unrestricted  viewing  for  spectacle-  and  non-spectacle 

wearers  alike;  true  For  brochure  and  nearest  stockist  please  contact: 

close  focusing  (5m). 

Sturdy  and  dependable. 

Available  with  or 
without  rubber  armour. 


Carl  Zeiss 
(Oberkochen)  Ltd 

ZEISS 

PO  Box  78 
Woodfield  Road 

Welwyn  Garden  City 
Herts  AL7  1LU 

Telephone 

(0707)331144 

West  Germany 

1\ 


(D272) 


People  who  know  the  country,  know  why  they  need  BartXXJf  COUNTRY  CLOTHING 


The  best  British  clothing  for  the  worst  British  weather. 


For  your  free  catalogue  of  the  Barbour  range,  please  write  to  Dept.  X33,  J.  Barbour  & Sons  Ltd, Simonside, South  Shields, Tyne  & Wear,  NE34  9PD. 

x (D346) 


British  Birds 
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The  World’s  first  known 
juvenile  Cox’s  Sandpiper 


P.  A.  Buckley 

For  once,  the  North  Americans  have  beaten  the  British  by  being  first 
to  find  a spectacular  vagrant  Asiatic  shorebird  away  from  the  Alaskan 
out-islands.1  This  time  we  outdid  everyone,  producing  a juvenile  Cox’s 
Sandpiper  Calidris  paramelanotos  in  Massachusetts.  This  individual, 
depicted  in  colour  in  plate  145,  is  not  only  the  first  of  this  recently 
described  species  from  the  Western  Hemisphere,  but  also  only  the  second 
away  from  its  Australian  wintering  grounds  (an  adult  was  reported  from 
Hong  Kong  in  spring  1987:  Brit.  Birds  80:  391).  The  firsts  continue, 
however,  for,  until  this  individual,  Cox’s  juvenile  plumage  was  unde- 
scribed, and,  until  this  photograph,  there  have  been,  to  my  knowledge,  no 
published  colour  photographs  of  Cox's  Sandpiper  in  any  plumage,  let 
alone  that  of  a juvenile.  I am  exceedingly  grateful  to  the  bird's  discoverer, 
Mark  Kasprzyk,  for  much  background  information,  and  to  Simon  Perkins, 
for  permission  to  reproduce  here  his  splendid  colour  photograph. 

This  bird  was  first  mist-netted  at  night,  on  15th  September  1987,  at 
Duxbury  Beach,  a long  barrier  spit  separating  Plymouth  Bay  (where  the 
Mayflower  Pilgrims  landed  in  1620)  from  Cape  Cod  Bay/Atlantic  Ocean 
waters.  It  was  ringed  as  a Pectoral  Sandpiper  C.  melanotos  (understandable, 
at  03.00  hours),  but  photographed  l’n  the  hand  nonetheless,  carefully 
measured,  and  then  released.  Nagging  identification  doubts  soon  set  in, 
and  efforts  to  relocate  the  bird  were  successful  by  daylight  on  15th. 
Several  observers  examined  it  at  close  range  over  the  next  few  days,  and  it 
went  on  the  Massachusetts  rare  bird  telephone-tape,  finally,  as  an  adult 

1 This  is  actually  not  the  first,  truth  to  tell.  An  adult  Spoon-billed  Sandpiper  Eurynorhynchus 
fygmeus  was  in  Vancouver,  British  Columbia,  in  1978,  and  a juvenile  Far  Eastern  Curlew 
Numerous  rnadagascariensis  was  in  the  same  general  area  in  1986.  Both  individuals  were 
illustrated  with  black-and-white  or  colour  photos  in  American  Birds  (32:  1062-1064;  40:  13-15). 
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145.  World’s  first  known  juvenile  Cox’s  Sandpiper  Calidris  paramelanotos,  Massachusetts, 

USA,  September  1987  (Simon  Perkins) 


Sharp-tailed  Sandpiper  C.  acuminata  on  Friday  18th.  Nonetheless,  R.  A. 
Forster,  a veteran  Massachusetts  birder  who  had  studied  it  carefully  that 
day,  was,  by  that  evening,  already  suspecting  that  it  might  be  a juvenile 
Cox’s,  and,  over  the  weekend  of  19th/20th,  it  was  scrutinised  with  this 
possibility  in  mind.  Finally,  late  on  Monday  21st,  default  consensus  was 
reached  that,  indeed,  it  had  to  be  a juvenile  Cox’s — no  mean  feat,  given  the 
species’  rarity  and  that  its  juvenile  plumage  had  never  been  described. 

The  word  went  out  that  night,  and  by  Tuesday  22nd  quite  a crowd  had 
assembled,  but  the  large  numbers  of  sandpipers  that  the  Cox’s  had  been 
consorting  with  were  nowhere  in  evidence.  Most  observers  left,  dis- 
appointed, by  early  afternoon — -too  soon,  it  turned  out,  for  one  persistent 
stalker  saw  the  bird  well  later  that  day.  That  was  its  last  observation. 

A detailed  analysis  of  this  bird’s  plumage,  to  be  compared  with  that  of 
another  juvenile  reported  from  Australia  also  last  autumn,  is  in 
preparation  by  the  discoverers.  Likewise,  a complete  history  of  this 
fascinating  taxon  is  also  in  preparation,  and  one  or  both  papers  will  be 
illustrated  with  photographs  of  this  and  possibly  other  individuals. 

The  purpose  of  this  account  (besides  simple  gloating)  is  to  alert  British 
and  European  observers  to  Cox’s  Sandpiper’s  potential  occurrence,  and  to 
indicate  what  field  marks  one  ought  to  be  looking  for.  Clearly^  the  bird  is 
in  the  Pectoral/Sharp-tailed  assemblage.  Clearly,  too,  it  shares  features  of 
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both,  yet  is  distinctive  in  it  own  right.  It  is  not  hard  to  see  from  plate  145 
why  its  first  Australian  observers  thought  ‘odd  Dunlin’  C.  alpina.  On  closer 
inspection,  though,  one  is  given  the  impression  of  two  separate  species: 
the  bill  and  perhaps  head  of  a Dunlin-  (or  even  a hint  of  Broad-billed 
Sandpiper  Limicola  falcinellus  from  bill  ‘kink  and  slight  double  super- 
cilium),  coupled  to  the  body  of,  say,  a juvenile  Pectoral.  It  would  seem 
that,  apart  from  size — it  appeared  bulkier  than  Pectoral — its  most  striking 
on-ground  feature  is  the  all-dark,  long  (35  mm  or  more)  decurved  bill, 
while  in  flight  the  extensive  white  sides  to  the  uppertail-coverts  are 
reminiscent  of  Ruff  Philomachus  pugnax. 

Wing-covert  differences,  useful  in  separating  Little  Stint  C.  minuta  from 
Red-necked  Stint  C.  ruficollis , might  also  prove  helpful  here:  on  Cox’s  they 
appear  to  be  dark-centred  light-brown,  edged  white,  whereas  those  of 
fresh  Pectorals  are  usually  grey-brown  or  rich  dark-brown,  fringed  huffish 
or  off-white,  and  of  Sharp-tailed  a quite  similar  two-toned  brown,  edged 
whitish.  In  this  regard,  Cox’s  is  more  like  Sharp-tailed,  although  its  back 
coloration,  and  especially  dull  white  nape,  are  more  like  Pectoral.  The 
tertials  show  buffy  inner  and  white  outer  margins,  resembling  those  of 
Sharp-tailed,  but  in  their  colour,  intensity  and  spread  (subdued,  not 
strikingly  orange,  brown  and  white)  are  more  like  Pectoral.  Cox’s  huffy 
breast,  strongly  brown-streaked  but  irregularly  bordered  below  (not 
evident  in  plate  145)  without  obvious  continuation  down  the  sides,  is 
more  like  Pectoral,  but  this  character  combination  might  prove  distinc- 
tive. Some  literature  references  to  a streaked  crissum  (vent  and  undertail- 
coverts),  a la  Sharp-tailed,  are  not  supported  by  this  photograph,  and  I am 
not  aware  of  its  being  mentioned  by  any  who  saw  it.  In  this  respect,  it  is 
also  similar  to  Pectoral.  Most  observers  believed  it  appeared  bulkier  and 
longer-legged  than  Pectoral  or  Sharp-tailed,  and  if  there  was  one  feature 
instantly  setting  it  apart  from  both  of  those  species  it  was  the  quite  long, 
decurved,  all-dark  bill.  Legs  were  more  Sharp-tailed  ‘dirty-greenish 
coloured,  and  the  cap  was  closer  in  shade  and  extent  to  Pectoral,  although 
lacking  the  rich  rufous  tones  both  other  species  typically  show  as 
juveniles.  The  indistinct  main  supercilium  was  fainter,  fore  and  aft.  than 
on  the  other  species,  and  the  buffy-orange  ear-coverts,  somewhat  like  a 
Western  Sandpiper  C.  maim  in  breeding  dress,  might  conceivably  be 
typical  of  all  Cox’s  plumages,  to  judge  from  plate  82  in  Hayman  et  al.'s 
(1986)  nonpareil  book.  No-one  seems  to  have  noticed,  or  commented 
upon,  the  underwing  pattern,  which  can  be  used  to  separate  Pectoral  and 
Sharp-tailed. 

A few  additional  features  of  this  and  one  of  the  Australian  Cox's  (black- 
and-white  photographs  in  Cox  1987)  deserve  mention,  even  if  only 
tentatively  at  this  stage:  (1)  Cox's  tarsus  is  absolutely  longer  than  that  of 
Pectoral,  and  in  photographs  the  knee  is  very  close  to  the  belly  feathering, 
accentuating  the  long-tarsused  look;  (2)  Cox’s  forehead  is  steep,  giving  a 
round-headed  look  in  contrast  to  the  flat-headed  jizz  of  Pectoral  and. 


2 Comparison  here  is  with  the  two  North  American  races  of  Dunlin,  which  generally  have 
longer  and  more  uniformly  declined  bills  than  do  the  Dunlins  most  frequently  obsened  in 
Western  Europe. 
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especially,  Sharp-tailed;  (3)  Cox’s  bill  seems  finer  than  Pectoral  (nearest 
to  Cox’s  in  bill  length),  possibly  because  it  (usually)  lacks  the  pale  bill 
base  of  Pectoral,  or  because  it  is  finer,  or  because  its  bill  proportions  are 
different;  (4)  the  white  Vs  on  the  scapulars  of  this  juvenile  Cox’s  are 
weaker  than  those  on  most  Pectorals,  but  how  consistent  a character  this 
is  remains  to  be  seen;  (5)  Cox’s  lower  scapulars  (below  the  lower  white  V) 
seem  to  have  lighter  proximal  bases  contrasting  with  darker  distal  halves, 
giving  a mottled  or  dappled  effect,  usually  not  apparent  on  Pectorals, 
although  I have  a photograph  of  a fresh  juvenile  Pectoral  approaching  it; 
(6)  Cox’s  at-rest  jizz  is  that  of  an  extremely  pointed-winged  bird,  very 
much  like  Baird’s  Sandpiper  C.  bairdii  or  White-rumped  Sandpiper  C. 
fuscicollis,  and  less  like  Pectoral  or  Sharp-tailed  in  that  respect;  this  effect  is 
especially  striking  in  the  photographs  in  Cox’s  (1987)  paper. 

There  are  two  further  identification  complications  with  plate  82  in 
Hayman  et  al.  (1986),  which  is  both  the  World’s  standard  for  shorebird 
identification  as  well  as  the  only  readily  accessible  source  of  colour  plates 
of  Cox’s  Sandpiper.  As  Cox  (1987)  pointed  out,  bird  201b  is  labelled 
Cox’s  Sandpiper  when  in  fact  it  seems  to  be  a Pectoral,  and  I call  readers' 
attention  to  the  vignette  of  three  heads  in  the  lower  left  of  the  same  plate: 
the  Sharp-tailed  is  a juvenile,  the  Pectoral  would  seem  to  be  a worn  winter 
adult,  as  may  also  be  the  Cox’s.  Alas,  none  of  the  three  birds  is  aged  in  the 
accompanying  caption.  More  substantive  information  on  the  identifica- 
tion of  Cox’s  Sandpiper  must  await  new  data,  corrected  colour  plates,  and 
new  colour  photographs  of  a selection  of  individuals  in  various  plumages. 

Now,  just  what  is  Cox’s  Sandpiper?  One  thing  it  seems  not  to  be  is 
Cooper’s  Sandpiper,  C.  coopen , known  from  the  unique  type  taken  on  Long 
Island,  New  York,  in  May  1833  (Ridgway  1919;  American  Ornithologists’ 
Union  1983),  and  at  first  blush  possibly  paramelanotos.  I am  told,  however, 
that  the  holotype  and  paratype  of  paramelanotos  were  compared  directly 
with  coopen  at  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  with  identity  being  ruled  out 
(R.  B.  Clapp,  verbally). 

It  has  been  suggested  here  and  there  that  paramelanotos  represents  not  a 
relict  species,  but  a ‘stereotyped  hybrid’  (sic),  between  perhaps  Sharp- 
tailed Sandpiper  and  Curlew  Sandpiper  C.  ferruginea,  although  there  is  no 
consensus  on  the  likely  parentage  if  in  fact  it  is  a hybrid.  Comparison  of 
juveniles  of  the  several  candidate  Calidris  species  (e.g.  from  plates  in 
Hayman  et  al.  1986)  indicates  that  Cox’s  is  quite  similar  to  Pectoral,  less 
so  to  Sharp-tailed,  and  utterly  unlike  Curlew  Sandpiper.  In  fact,  Cox’s  is 
much  more  similar  in  both  juvenile  and  adult  plumages  to  White-rumped 
Sandpiper  than  to  Curlew  Sandpiper,  a resemblance  that  seems  so  far  to 
have  escaped  comment.  Obviously,  White-rumped  also  has  a white  ‘rump’, 
one  of  the  features  that  suggested  Curlew  Sandpiper  as  a possible  ‘hybrid 
parent’  in  the  first  place.  And  if  the  two  Cox’s  type  specimens  are 
correctly  sexed,  the  male  is  noticeably  larger  than  the  female  in  all 
dimensions,  as  Pectoral  but  exactly  opposite  to  Curlew  Sandpiper;  male 
and  female  White-rumped  Sandpipers  are  essentially  the  same  size. 

There  is  an  even  better  reason  for  rejecting  the  ‘stereotyped  hybrid’ 
notion:  most,  if  not  all,  valid  bird  species  differ  in  so  many  genes  or  alleles 
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(Buckley  1982;  Corbin  1987)  that  hybrid  combinations  are  extraordinarily 
variable.  The  effects  of  independent  assortment  and  random  recombina- 
tion manifest  themselves  anew  in  each  hybrid  individual,  the  very 
antithesis  of  stereotypy.  Thus,  hybrid  origin  seems  a most  implausible 
explanation  for  the  relatively  consistent  external  morphology  exhibited  by 
the  Cox’s  Sandpipers  reported  to  date.  One  could  even  argue  that,  in 
several  features,  Cox’s  is  more  distinctive  than  many  stints  and  peeps, 
dowitchers  Limnodromus,  and  so  on.  Although  taxonomically  nameable 
geographic  variation  has  not  been  widespread  in  the  evolution  of  small 
waders,  one  cannot  dismiss  the  possibility  that  Cox’s  Sandpiper  is  merely 
a recently  recognised  race  of  an  already  known  species;  but  which  one? 
Critical  resolution  of  this  question  must  await  biochemical  analyses  of  its 
allozymic,  cryptic  genetic  variation,  and  eventually  sequencing  of  its 
DNA,  relative  to  any  putative  parental  or  conspecific  species.  My 
prediction  is  that  Cox’s  Sandpiper  will  prove  to  be  a valid,  overlooked, 
Siberian-breeding  Calidris , one  of  those  relicts  in  the  same  group  as  Asiatic 
Dowitcher  /,.  semipalmatus , Little  Curlew  Numenius  minutus , Slender-billed 
Curlew  N.  tenuirostris , Spoon-billed  Sandpiper  and  Nordmann’s  Green- 
shank  Tringa  guttifer.  What  we  do  know  now  is  that,  having  occurred  at 
least  once  in  eastern  North  America  in  autumn,  it  is  fair  game  anywhere  in 
Europe. 
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Pollutants  in  Merlin  eggs  and 
their  effects  on  breeding 


I.  Newton  and  M.  B.  Haas 

In  view  of  the  declining  status  of  the  Merlin  Falco  columbarius  in  Britain 
(Bibby  & Nattrass  1986;  Newton  et  at.  1986),  we  have  continued  to 
analyse  unhatched  eggs  for  pollutant  residues.  The  findings  from  eggs 
collected  to  1980  were  given  in  Newton  et  at.  (1982),  and  in  this  paper  we 
summarise  the  results  obtained  to  1986  and  re-examine  some  aspects  on 
the  enlarged  samples.  The  chemicals  involved  include  DDE  (from  the 
insecticide  DDT),  HEOD  (from  the  insecticides  aldrin  and  dieldrin), 
PCBs  (polychlorinated  biphenyls  from  industrial  products)  and  mercury 
(mainly  from  agricultural  and  industrial  sources).  We  demonstrate  for  the 
first  time  a relationship  between  breeding  success  and  mercury  levels  in 
eggs. 

As  in  previous  studies,  the  eggs  were  collected  by  observers  in  different 
parts  of  Britain,  and  sent  to  Monks  Wood  Experimental  Station  for 
analysis.  Most  such  eggs  were  either  addled  or  deserted.  They  were  thus 
not  a random  cross-section  of  those  laid,  but  the  same  sampling  method 
was  used  throughout.  Organochlorine  residues  were  calculated  as  parts 
per  million  (ppm)  in  egg  lipid,  and  mercury  as  ppm  in  dry  weight.  Shell- 
indices,  reflecting  shell  thickness,  were  calculated  as  shell  weight  (mg)/ 
shell  length  X breadth  (mm)  (Ratcliffe  1967).  To  find  whether  residues 
affected  breeding  success,  we  looked  for  relationships  between  residue 
levels  in  eggs  from  particular  nests  and  the  number  of  young  produced  in 
those  nests.  In  total,  eggs  from  173  nests  were  examined  during  1964-86, 
but  the  results  from  no  more  than  one  egg  per  clutch  were  used  in  any  of 
the  following  calculations  (see  Newton  et  at.  1982  for  further  details  of 
procedure).  The  mean  lipid  content  of  Merlin  eggs  was  6.2%  and  the  mean 
dry  matter  was  20.0%.  The  organochlorine  values  given  below  could, 
therefore,  be  converted  to  a fresh  weight  basis  by  dividing  them  by  1 7,  and 
the  mercury  values  by  dividing  them  by  5. 
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Pollutants  in  Merlin  eggs 

Results 

The  Merlin  remains  the  most  heavily  contaminated  of  the  British  raptors. 
The  eggs  examined  during  1981-86  had  geometric  mean  levels  of  about 
100  ppm  DDE,  5 ppm  HEOD  and  50  ppm  PCBs  in  lipid,  and  2 ppm 
mercury  in  dry  weight.  T hese  levels  were  considerably  higher  than  those 
in  contemporary  eggs  of  the  Peregrine  F.  peregrinus  from  the  same  regions 
(fig.  1).  T he  two  species  share  much  the  same  habitat,  and  both  eat  birds. 
Relative  to  their  body  weights,  however,  the  smaller  Merlin  has  a greater 
daily  food  intake  than  the  Peregrine,  and  this  could  at  least  partly  explain 
the  difference  in  residue  burdens. 

The  mean  shell-index  of  Merlin  eggs  obtained  in  1981-86  was  1.102  ± 
0.010,  some  12%  less  than  the  pre-DDT  value  of  1.256. 
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Fig.  1.  Comparison  of  pollutant  levels  in  eggs  of  Merlins  Falco  columbarius  (M)  and  Peregrines 
F.  peregrinus  (P)  collected  in  Britain  during  1981-86.  The  figures  show  geometric  mean  levels 
and  standard  deviations,  based  on  122  eggs  of  Merlin  and  189  of  Peregrine 


Geographical  patterns  in  residues 

As  yet,  no  Merlin  egg  examined  in  Britain  has  been  free  of  pollutants,  and 
eveiy  egg  analysed  during  1981-86  contained  measurable  residues  of  all 
four  chemicals.  For  each  chemical,  regional  variation  was  apparent  (fig. 
2).  The  pesticides  generally  tended  to  be  present  at  lower  levels  in  eggs 
from  the  north  of  Britain  than  from  farther  south:  DDE  levels  were  lowest 
in  eggs  from  Orkney  and  Shetland,  and  HEOD  levels  in  eggs  from 
Orkney.  PCBs  showed  no  obvious  north-south  trend.  Mercury  has  been 
measured  only  since  1980,  and  the  levels  in  eggs  from  Orkney  and 
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Fig.  2.  Pollutant  levels  in  eggs  of  Merlins  Falco  columbarius  from  different  regions,  1 981-8* 
variation  was  found:  for  DDE,  F(,  ,,,,  = 5.90,  fcO.OOOl;  for  HEOD,  E<,  m,  = 4.14,  /><().000f 

Shetland  were  strikingly  higher  than  in  those  from  the  rest  of  Britain.  The 
two  eggs  obtained  from  Hebridean  islands  also  had  high  mercury  levels, 
with  5.0  ppm  recorded  from  Mull  and  4.1  ppm  from  Lewis. 

Shell-indices  were  generally  higher  in  the  north  of  Britain  than  farther 
south,  as  expected  from  the  pattern  in  DDE,  the  main  causal  agent  of  shell 
thinning  (see  later). 

Eggs  laid  by  two  captive  females,  fed  largely  on  day-old  domestic  fowl 
chicks,  had  much  lower  residues  than  eggs  from  wild  Merlins,  with  about 
1.2  and  1.4  ppm  HEOD,  0.9  and  1.6  ppm  DDE,  2.2  and  2.3  ppm  PCB,  and 
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s i show  position  of  geometric  mean  levels.  On  analysis  of  variance,  significant  regional 
Bs,  F,;  1 1 (i  = 6.15.  ><0.0001;  for  Hg,  Ff).,lfi  = 16.41,  F<0.0001 

0.1  and  0.1  ppm  mercury,  respectively.  These  eggs  also  had  shell-indices 
that  were  close  to  the  pre-DDT  mean,  at  1.26.  Evidently,  the  domestic 
fowl  chicks  were  very  much  less  contaminated  than  was  the  wild  prey 
eaten  by  Merlins. 


Time  trends  in  residues  and  shell-indices 

Since  the  1960s,  when  the  first  Merlin  eggs  were  analysed,  the  residues  of 
all  three  organochlorines  have  declined  significantly  (fig.  3).  The  decline 
was  more  marked  in  HEOD  than  in  DDE  and  PCBs.  Over  the  same 
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Fig.  3.  Time  trends  in  the  organochlorine  levels  and  shell-indices  of  eggs  of  British  Merlins 
Falco  columbarius  (Orkney  and  Shetland  excluded).  On  a linear  regression  of  residue  level  on 
year,  significant  declines  were  found  in  the  levels  of  all  three  chemicals:  Fog  DDF"  = 2.278  — 
0.012  year,  r = 0.24,  P<0.001;  Log  HEOD  = 1.312  - 0.027  year,  r = 0.30,  P<0.0001;  Log 
PCB  = 2.305  — 0.028  year,  r = 0.38,  P<0.0001.  During  the  same  period,  shell-indices  rose: 
shell-index  - 0.978  + 0.006  year,  r = 0.24,  P<0.005.  In  all  these  equations,  1963  is  taken  as 

year  1 


period,  shell-indices  improved.  In  assessing  these  national  trends,  eggs 
from  Orkney  and  Shetland  were  excluded,  because  they  had  somewhat 
different  residue  levels  from  those  in  eggs  from  the  rest  of  the  country,  and 
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were  represented  only  in  recent  years.  No  trend  in  mercury  was  apparent 
in  the  short  period  that  levels  were  measured. 

Significance  of  residues 

The  number  of  young  raised  by  individual  Merlin  pairs  was  related  to  the 
levels  of  mercury  in  their  eggs:  in  general,  the  more  mercury  the  eggs 
contained,  the  less  likely  were  they  to  produce  young.  Although 
significant  statistically,  this  relationship  was  by  no  means  clear-cut  (fig. 
4).  Some  clutches  with  high  mercury  levels  still  managed  to  produce  three 
or  four  young,  while  some  other  clutches  with  low  levels  failed  completely 
(in  some  cases  for  reasons  other  than  mercury  content).  Lack  of  a clear- 
cut  relationship  between  residue  level  and  success  is  common  with  other 
types  of  pollutants  (Newton  1979).  It  results  partly  because  of  individual 
variation  in  response  (as  levels  which  will  harm  one  bird  will  not  affect 
another),  and  partly  because  the  effect  of  a pollutant  in  eggs  may  be 
modified  by  other  variables  (such  as  incubation  routines).  In  general,  the 
data  in  fig.  4 suggested  that  productivity  fell  markedly  in  clutches  where 
mercury  exceeded  3 ppm.  Only  two  out  of  18  clutches  (11%)  with  less  than 
3 ppm  mercury  failed  to  produce  young,  compared  with  18  out  of  37  (49%) 
with  more  than  3 ppm  mercury  (x~  = 5.8,  f><0.02). 
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Fig.  4.  Number  of  young  raised  by  individual  pairs  of  Merlins  Falco  columbarius  shown  in 
relation  to  the  mercury  content  of  their  eggs.  Open  circles  show  eggs  from  Orkney.  S eggs 
from  Shetland,  and  filled  circles  eggs  from  elsewhere  in  Britain.  The  regression  equation, 
describing  the  relationship,  is  as  follows,  where  Pr  = the  productivity  of  individual  pairs:  Pr 
= 2.49  — 1 .37  log  Hg.  r = 0.28,  N = 55,  /><  = 0.04  (broken  line  above).  Excluding  the  records 
from  Orkney  and  Shetland  the  relationship  becomes:  Pr  = 2.82  — 2.81  log  Hg.  r = 0.49.  X — 
32,  P<  0.005  (solid  line  above).  For  Orkney  and  Shetland  alone,  no  relationship  was 

apparent 

Another  complication  was  that,  although  the  relationship  between 
mercury  level  and  brood-size  was  marked  in  mainland  Britain  (and  hence 
in  the  complete  sample),  it  was  practically  non-existent  in  Orkney  and 
Shetland,  where  mercury  levels  were  highest.  We  cannot  explain  this 
anomaly,  but  future  work  will  aim  to  find  whether  mercury  was  present  in 
some  less  toxic  form  in  the  island  birds  than  in  the  mainland  ones.  The 
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chemical  analyses  done  so  far  measured  elemental  mercury  alone,  and  did 
not  distinguish  the  different  compounds  involved. 

In  contrast  to  the  findings  on  mercury,  productivity  showed  no 
significant  relationship  with  the  levels  of  DDE,  HEOI)  and  PCBs  in  eggs. 
Moreover,  when  these  chemicals  were  included  in  a multiple  regression 
analysis  with  mercury , they  explained  no  more  of  the  variance  in  brood 
size  than  did  mercury  alone.  In  other  words,  no  evidence  was  found  that 
the  organochlorines  (at  the  levels  found)  had  any  influence  on  productiv- 
ity. This  was  in  line  with  earlier  findings,  based  on  eggs  collected  in  1971- 
80  (Newton  et  al.  1982). 

As  in  previous  studies  (Hodson  1975;  Newton  et  al.  1982),  shell-indices 
were  negatively  correlated  with  DDE  levels.  The  relationship  was  linear 
with  DDE  on  a log  scale,  and  a revised  equation  based  on  all  available 
eggs  was  as  follows: 

Shell-index  = 1.30  — 0.10  log  DDE,  r = 0.31.  N = 168,  /J< 0.0001 . Intercept  value  of  1.30, 
indicating  shell-index  with  1 ppm  DDE,  was  close  to  pre-DDT  mean  shell-index  of  1.26. 

Shell-indices  showed  no  significant  correlation  with  HEOI),  PCB  or 
mercury.  Moreover,  when  these  other  chemicals  were  incorporated  in  a 
multiple  regression  analysis,  they  explained  no  more  of  the  variance  in 
shell-index  than  did  DDE  alone.  This  was  also  in  line  with  previous 
findings  on  Merlins  and  other  raptors  (Newton  1979;  Newton  et  al.  1982), 
and  with  experimental  evidence  implicating  DDE  as  the  primary  cause  of 
shell  thinning  (Cooke  1973). 

Discussion 

The  recent  results  indicate  a continuing  widespread  contamination  of 
146.  Merlin  Falco columbarius,  Clwyd,  June  1973  (Dennis  Green) 
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British  Merlins  with  organochlorine  and  mercury  residues,  together  with 
widespread  shell  thinning.  Progressive  reductions  in  the  use  of  DDT, 
aldrin  and  dieldrin  over  the  years  (Newton  & Haas  1984),  however,  and 
almost  no  usage  since  1983,  seem  to  have  been  accompanied  by 
reductions  in  residues  of  DDE  and  HEOD  in  Merlin  eggs  and  by  a slight 
improvement  in  shell-indices. 

A slower  decline  of  DDE  compared  with  HEOD  in  the  eggs  was 
presumably  because  DDE  is  more  persistent  in  the  physical  and  biotic 
environment  than  is  HEOD,  and  was  also  used  in  quantity  until  a later 
date  (Cutler  1981;  Sly  1981,  1986;  Newton  & Haas  1984).  The  continuing 
high  levels  of  PCBs  parallel  the  situation  in  British  Peregrines  and 
Sparrowhawks  Accipiter  nisus  and  presumably  result  because  some  PCBs 
are  even  more  persistent  than  DDE,  and  their  manufacture  and  use 
continues. 

Interestingly,  those  Merlins  breeding  in  the  Scottish  Highlands,  where 
pesticide  use  has  been  slight  and  localised,  were  as  heavily  contaminated 
with  organochlorines  and  mercury  as  were  those  from  farther  south.  This 
was  presumably  because  a large  proportion  of  the  Highland  Merlins, 
together  with  their  various  prey  species,  spend  the  winter  in  more 
contaminated  areas. 

We  cannot  yet  explain  the  greater  levels  of  mercury  found  in  the 
Orkney  and  Shetland  eggs.  Possibly  the  Merlins  on  these  islands  eat  more 
waders  than  do  Merlins  elsewhere,  but,  if  so,  this  could  only  be  in  winter, 
as  it  is  not  apparent  in  the  summer  diet,  which  consists  almost  entirely  of 
song-birds  (E.  Meek,  I).  Okill,  unpublished  data).  Waders  generally 
contain  more  mercury  than  do  song-birds,  presumably  because  many 
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species  feed  on  contaminated  estuaries.  To  judge  from  analyses  at  Monks 
Wood  Experimental  Station,  song-birds  usually  contain  less  than  1 ppm 
mercury  in  their  livers  (dry  weight),  whereas  waders  often  contain  1-20 
ppm  (Parslow  1973;  Newton  et  al.  in  press).  Hence,  if  more  of  the  Merlins 
from  Orkney  and  Shetland  than  those  from  elsewhere  winter  in  coastal 
districts,  they  would  in  general  pick  up  more  mercury.  Relevant  ringing 
recoveries  for  migrant  Merlins  are  few  and  inconclusive  on  this  point 
(Heavisides  1987),  but  those  Merlins  which  remain  on  the  islands  in 
winter  are  mostly  seen  at  the  coast. 

The  relationship  between  brood  size  and  mercury  level  was  highly 
significant  among  eggs  from  mainland  Britain,  rather  less  so  in  the  whole 
sample,  and  practically  non-existent  among  the  island  eggs.  We  do  not 
know  why  the  island  Merlins  seemed  more  resistant  to  mercury,  unless,  as 
mentioned  above,  they  contained  mercury  in  a less  toxic  form  than  did  the 
mainland  birds.  This  is  a distinct  possibility,  considering  that  the  use  of 


148.  Merlin  Falco  columbarius,  Clwyd,  May  1 974  (Dennis  Green) 
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149.  Merlin  Falco columbarius,  Gwynedd,  April  1977  (/?./.  Chandler) 


organo-mercury  in  agriculture  has  been  relatively  much  greater  in 
mainland  Britain  than  on  the  islands.  Interestingly,  however,  the  mercury 
levels  found  in  Merlin  eggs  from  several  regions  were  within  the  range 
found  in  experiments  to  reduce  the  hatchability  of  the  eggs  of  Pheasants 
Phasianus  colchicus.  Such  levels  were  recorded  as  1. 3-2.0  ppm  wet  weight  ( = 
6.5-10  ppm  dry  weight)  in  a Swedish  study  (Borg  et  al.  1969)  and  as  0.5- 1.5 
ppm  wet  weight  (=  2. 5-7. 5 ppm  dry  weight)  in  a Canadian  study  (Fimreite 
1971). 

There  were  probably  two  reasons  why  no  relationship  was  found  in  the 
complete  sample  between  productivity  and  either  shell-indices  or  organo- 
chlorine  residue  levels.  First,  the  pesticide  residues  have  now  become  so 
low  that  they  probably  affected  at  most  a small  proportion  of  the  Merlins 
studied;  and,  secondly,  many  other  factors  besides  pollutants  cause 
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reductions  in  productivity.  These  other  factors  were  not  usually  known  to 
us,  so  we  could  not  take  them  into  account  in  the  analysis.  Thus,  the  lack 
of  a significant  relationship  between  productivity  and  organochlorine 
levels  cannot  be  taken  to  indicate  that  British  Merlins  are  now  free  of  the 
adverse  effects  of  these  chemicals.  It  does  indicate,  however,  that  these 
pollutants  are  no  longer  paramount  in  determining  nest  success  in  the 
areas  involved.  Any  influence  the  organochlorines  might  have  is  out- 
weighed by  that  of  other  factors,  including  mercury  in  part  of  the 
population. 

It  is  premature  to  say  whether  mercury  has  been  involved  in  the  decline 
of  Merlin  populations.  In  Northumbria  and  part  of  Wales,  decline  in 
numbers  coincided  with  decline  in  breeding  success  (Roberts  & Green 
1983;  Newton  et  al.  1986),  but  in  these  areas  mean  mercury  levels  were  not 
especially  high.  In  Orkney,  both  numbers  and  breeding  success  have 
fallen  within  the  last  ten  years  (E.  Meek  in  litt.),  but  in  Shetland  they 
apparently  have  not  (D.  Okill  in  lift.).  Clearly,  more  information  is 
desirable,  and  not  only  from  Orkney  and  Shetland. 
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Summary 

J 

1.  British  Merlins  Falco  columbarius  have  continued  to  show  widespread  contamination  with 
organochlorine  pesticides,  PCBs  and  mercury.  Shell  thinning  was  also  widespread. 

2.  On  a national  scale,  organochlorine  residues  in  eggs  declined  during  the  period  1964-86, 
and  shell-indices  improved. 

3.  Geographical  variation  was  apparent  in  the  egg  residues  of  all  the  chemicals  examined, 
and  eggs  from  Orkney  and  Shetland  contained  much  more  mercury  than  did  those  from 
elsewhere. 

4.  The  number  of  young  raised  by  breeding  Merlins  was  inversely  related  to  the  levels  of 
mercury’  in  their  eggs.  This  finding  was  new  and  unexpected,  but  it  was  apparent  only  in  eggs 
from  mainland  Britain,  not  in  those  from  Orkney  and  Shetland,  where  mercury'  levels  were 
highest.  In  general,  organochlorines  had  no  obvious  influence  on  nest  success.  This  was 
partly  because  organochlorine  levels  in  most  eggs  were  too  low  in  the  years  concerned,  and 
probably  also  because  other  factors  (including  mercury  in  some  regions)  had  much  greater 
influence  on  success. 
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Habitat  preferences  and  prey 
of  Merlins  in  winter 


R.  C.  Dickson 

Sexual  dimorphism  in  size  of  adult  Merlins  Falco  columbarius  is  marked, 
the  blue-mantled  males  weighing  about  24-30%  less  than  the  brown 
females  (Cramp  & Simmons  1980;  Dr  C.  J.  Bibby  in  lift.).  First-years  of 
both  sexes  are  brown,  like  adult  females.  Although  males  are  smaller, 
there  is  little  published  information  on  any  habitat  preferences  of ’blue 
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and  ‘brown’  Merlins  in  winter.  This  paper  summarises  observations  on 
habitat  and  prey  choice  of  Merlins  wintering  in  West  Galloway,  Scotland, 
during  1965-84.  The  results  are,  of  course,  difficult  to  interpret,  since  a 
split  into  blue  and  brown  individuals  separates  them  neither  by  age  nor  by 
sex. 

Methods 

The  Merlin’s  small  size  and  low,  fast  flight  make  it  notoriously  elusive  in 
winter.  Nevertheless,  between  1965  and  1984,  1 recorded  all  Merlins  seen 
from  September  to  March  and  noted  their  plumage  and  habitat,  hunting 
methods  and  choice  of  prey  where  this  was  possible.  In  February  1970,  a 
small  communal  roost  was  found  which  held  up  to  five  Merlins  (Dickson 
1973);  direct  observation  indicated  that  the  Merlins  hunted  over  the 
surrounding  countryside,  using  this  roost  as  a base.  No  sightings  are 
included  of  Merlins  obviously  on  their  way  directly  to  or  from  the  roost. 

Table  1.  Numbers  of  ‘blue’  and  ‘brown’  Merlins  Falco  columbarius  seen  in  winter  in 
different  habitats  in  West  Galloway,  1965-84 

X 2 non-significant  (2.31;  3df) 

Area  Habitat  Blue  (%)  Brown  (%)  Totals 

Upland  Rolling  moorland  and  sheepwalk  8 (13.3%)  29  (10.9%)  37 

Lowland:  farmland  Low-lying  pastureland,  cultivation  25  (41.6%)  91  (34.3%)  116 

Lowland:  ‘marginal’  Rough  pasture,  rushy  areas  16  (26.6%)  100  (37.7%)  116 

Coast  Merse,  cliffs,  estuaries  10  (16.6%)  43  (16.2%)  53 

Other  Rail  lines,  conifer  forest,  urban  1 (1.6%)  2 (0.8%)  3 

totals  60  265  325 

Results 

Habitat  preferences 

Table  1 shows  325  diurnal  sightings  of  Merlins  according  to  habitat  and 
plumage  characteristics.  The  majority  of  sightings  of  both  plumage 
classes  were  in  farmland  and  ‘marginal’  areas,  with  fewer  in  coastal  or 
upland  localities.  It  would  seem  that  blue  and  brown  Merlins  are 
distributed  equally  across  all  habitats  and  do  not  differ  in  their  habitat 
choice  in  winter  (table  2). 

Hunting  methods 

Merlins  employ  a wide  variety  of  hunting  techniques,  facilitating  the 

Table  2.  Seasonal  changes  (Sept-Mar)  in  preferred  habitats  of ‘blue’  and  ‘brown’  Merlins 
Falco  columbarius  in  winter  in  West  Galloway,  1965-84 

NO.  OF  SIGHTINGS 

Sept-Nov  Dec-Jan  Feb-Mar 

Area  Habitat  Blue  Brown  Blue  Brown  Blue  Brown  Totals 


Upland 

Sheepwalk/ moorland 

3 

13 

0 

9 

5 

7 

37 

Lowland 

Farmland/cultivation 

6 

50 

10 

23 

8 

19 

116 

Lowland 

‘Marginal’ 

6 

34 

6 

33 

4 

33 

1 16 

Coast 

Merse/clifTs/estuaries 

4 

29 

2 

7 

4 

7 

53 

Other 

Rail  lines/forest/urban 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

1 

3 

TOTAL  SIGHTINGS 

19 

127 

19 

72 

21 

67 

325 
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exploitation  ol  a wide  range  of  prey  species.  In  this  study,  the  most 
characteristic  methods  included:  fast,  low-level,  direct  flight  less  than  1 m 
above  the  ground;  ‘still-hunting  from  various  perches  (see  below);  and 
searching  from  high  above  the  ground  (table  3).  Prolonged  chases  were 
seldom  recorded.  If  the  initial  attack  failed,  the  Merlin  would  sometimes 
fly  away  or  land  on  a perch,  but  at  other  times  it  doggedly  pursued  prey, 
twisting  and  turning,  and  swooping  at  it  (‘tail-chasing’).  Some  intended 
victims  escaped  by  rejoining  a flock  or  diving  into  cover,  but  on  three 
occasions  Merlins  were  seen  crash-diving  into  hedges  after  prey,  once 
successfully.  Four  observed  hunts  involved  two  Merlins.  On  some 
occasions,  hunts  combined  two  or  all  three  methods. 

In  California,  Page  & Whitacre  (1975)  recorded  343  attacks  by  a female 
Merlin,  of  which  278  (81%)  were  directed  at  quarry  initially  on  the  ground. 
Rudebcck  (1951)  also  recorded  this  method,  although,  in  Hampshire,  Ash 
(I960)  never  saw  Merlins  attempt  to  kill  on  the  ground.  In  the  present 
study,  Merlins  were  seen  to  ‘pounce’  to  the  ground  five  times,  once 
capturing  a Starling  Stumus  vulgaris  and  once  clutching  unsuccessfully  at  a 
Redshank  Tringa  tot  anus ; they  have  also  been  seen  apparently  stalking  prey- 
on  the  ground  (Dickson  1979). 

Merlins  landed  on  and  hunted  from  various  perches,  including  fence 
posts,  bushes  or  trees,  telegraph  and  electricity  poles,  straw  bales,  dykes, 
grass/heather  tufts,  and  on  the  ground.  The  length  of  time  perched  varied 
from  a few  seconds  to  62  minutes  (mean  8.5  minutes). 

Table  3.  Observation  frequency  of  hunting  methods  of  Merlins  h'alco  cotumbarius  (all 
classes)  in  winter  in  West  Galloway,  1965-84 

See  text  for  description  of  methods 

Hunting  method  No.  of  observations  (%) 

Low  flight  1 16  (49%) 

‘Still  hunting'  77  (32%) 

From  height  44  (19%) 


Choice  of  prey 

When  Merlins  were  seen  hunting  avian  prey,  the  species  was  identified 
and  scored  accordingly  (table  4).  All  such  birds  recorded  were  species 
usually  associated  with  low  ground  and  open  country  in  winter.  Skylark 
Alauda  arvensis  was  the  species  most  often  attacked,  followed  by  Starling, 
finches  (Fringillidae)  and  Meadow  Pipit  Anthus  pratensis.  A significant 
association  of  prey  size  with  each  Merlin  class  (blue  or  brown)  could  be 
inferred:  blue  Merlins  tried  to  take  large  birds  on  only  two  out  of  19 
attempts,  while  brown  Merlins  showed  a far  less  obvious  bias  in  size 
selection.  This  probably  indicates  a considerable  difference  by  sex, 
although  the  alternative  explanation  that  adult  males  take  smaller  prey 
than  do  first-years  can  only  be  dismissed  as  being  less  likely  rather  than 
disproved. 

Interspecific  relations 

Marked  aggression  towards  other  bird  species  was  shown  by  both  sexes  of 
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Table  4.  Percentage  frequency  of  avian  prey  species  in  observed  hunts  by  'blue'  and 
‘brown’  Merlins  Falco  columbarius  in  winter  in  West  Galloway,  1965-84 


N 

Prey  species 

o.  attacks 
by  blue 
Merlins 

0/ 

/o 

frequency 

No.  attacks 
by  brown 
Merlins 

0/ 

/o 

frequency 

SUCCESSFUL 

blue  brown 

SUCCESS 
DOUBTFUL 
blue  Thrown 

Waders 1 

— 

— 

10 

10.5 

— 2 

— 

Thrushes' 

1 

5.3 

3 

3.2 

1 1 

— 

Starling  Stumus 

vulgaris 

1 

5.3 

17 

17.9 

— 4 

— 

Skylark  Alauda 

arvensis 

4 

21.0 

20 

21.0 



2 

Finches’ 

6 

31.6 

11 

11.6 

— — 

1 

Meadow  Pipit 

An  thus  protends 

i 

5.3 

11 

11.6 

2 

1 

Others4 

2 

10.5 

7 

7.4 

1 

— 

Unidentified 

small  passerines 

4 

21.0 

16 

16.8 

1 

2 

TOTALS 

19 

95 

2 10 

6 

1.  Includes  Turnstone  Armaria  interpret.  Dunlin  Calidris  alpina , Ringed  Plover  Charadrius  hiaticula , Lapwing 
Vanellus  vawllus  and  Redshank  Tringa  totanus 

2.  Includes  Redwing  Turdus  iliacus  and  Blackbird  T.  rnerxda 

3.  Includes  Greenfinch  CardueBs  chloris , Redpoll  C.  Jlammea,  Linnet  C.  carmabina  and  Twite  C.  Jlainrostris 

4.  Includes  Pied  Wagtail  Motacilla  alba,  Reed  Bunting  F.niberiza  sehomiclus  and  House  Sparrow  Passer  domesticus 

Merlins  on  restricted  home  ranges  in  southern  England,  where  Magpies 
Pica  pica , Carrion  Crows  Coir  us  corone  and  Short-eared  Owls  Asia  fiammeus 
were  attacked  (Cramp  & Simmons  1980).  In  Galloway,  seven  other 
predators  hunted  in  the  study  area,  but  most  aerial  conflicts  observed 
were  between  Merlins  and  Carrion  Crows  or  Hen  Harriers  Circus  cyaneus. 
Hen  Harriers  also  wintered  in  the  area,  using  the  same  roosting  area  and 
feeding  to  a large  extent  on  small  birds  (Watson  & Dickson  1972;  Watson 
1977;  personal  observations),  and  sometimes  hunting  regularly  over  the 
same  ground  as  Merlins.  These  two  species  may,  therefore,  compete  for 
the  same  prey  species,  but  this  was  not  determined.  On  eight  occasions, 
however,  Merlins  were  seen  in  attendance  on  hunting  Hen  Harriers 
(Dickson  1984);  Watson  (1977)  and  Cudworth  & Massingham  (1986) 
suggested  that  such  an  association  could  be  mutually  advantageous  in 
locating  prey. 

Discussion 

Since  an  equal  amount  of  observation  time  was  spent  in  all  habitats,  the 
differences  in  preferred  habitat  (table  2)  are  probably  real.  The  roost  was 
located  in  low-lying  ground  adjacent  to  the  coast,  but  Merlins  leaving  the 
roost  normally  flew  inland  and  only  infrequently  to  the  coast.  It  is 
generally  stated  that  Merlins  winter  in  coastal  habitats,  but  this  probably 
reflects  observer  coverage  and  the  fact  that  Merlins  are  relatively  more 
conspicuous  in  this  habitat.  There  were  also  fewer  sightings  of  Merlins  in 
moorland  habitats,  where  some  of  their  prey  species  remain  in  winter. 
Merlins  would,  however,  have  to  feed  not  only  better  on  moorland,  but 
better  by  a difference  of  at  least  the  energy  equivalent  of  the  round  flight 
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to  and  from  their  roost;  otherwise  it  would  be  more  efficient  for  them  to 
remain  on  low  ground  where  prey  species  are  plentiful. 

More  study  is  needed  of  the  winter  prey  of  Merlins,  but  the  small 
sample  of  observations  of  birds  attacked  suggests  that  the  winter  diet  of 
Merlins  corresponds  largely  with  that  in  summer.  Published  results  from 
breeding-season  studies  show  that  Merlins  take  a wide  variety  of  avian 
prey:  in  Northumberland,  82%  consisted  of  species  weighing  less  than  50  g 
and  67%  o(  species  weighing  less  than  30  g (Newton  et  at.  1978).  From 
further  study  in  Northumbria,  Skylarks  figured  prominently  as  prey  in  the 
breeding  season  (Newton  et  at.  1984),  as  they  did  in  Galloway  (Watson 
1979;  personal  observations),  but  they  did  not  feature  largely  as  winter 
prey  (although  they  were  the  species  most  commonly  attacked).  The 
heaviest  winter  prey  in  Galloway  was  an  adult  Lapwing  Vanellus  vanellus 
(about  190  g)  taken  by  a brown  Merlin,  which  compares  with  the  heaviest 
breeding-season  prey  in  Northumbria,  which  were  grouse  Lagopus,  pigeons 
Colombo , Lapwing  and  Golden  Plover  Pluvialis  apricaria  (up  to  300  g).  The 
heaviest  winter  prey  taken  by  a blue  Merlin  in  Galloway  was  a male 
Blackbird  Tardus  merula  (about  100  g),  which  compares  with  Fieldfare  7. 
pilaris  (100-120  g)  from  the  Northumbria  breeding  study. 

In  conclusion,  male  and  female  Merlins  would  appear  to  take  prey  of 
different  sizes  in  winter  (as  they  do  also  in  summer:  Newton  et  al.  1984), 
but  they  do  not  segregate  by  gross  habitat  as  a result.  This  is  perhaps  not 
surprising,  as  small  birds  such  as  finches  may  congregate  on  coasts  and 
large  species  such  as  thrushes  and  Starlings  are  common  enough  to 
replace  waders  as  potential  prey  for  inland  females.  This  study  demon- 
strates that  both  blue  and  brown  Merlins  winter  on  farmland  and 
‘marginal'  areas,  rather  than  in  upland  or  coastal  habitats. 
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Summary 

All  Merlins  Falco  cotumbarius  seen  in  West  Galloway  in  winter  during  1965-84  were  classed  as 
‘blue’  (adult  male)  or  ‘brown’  (adult  female  or  first-year),  t he  two  types  were  distributed 
equally  across  all  habitats.  Observations  suggested  that  blue  and  brown  Merlins  take  prey  of 
different  sizes  in  winter.  Many  Merlins  wintered  in  lowland  habitats,  particularly  farmland 
and  ‘marginal’  areas,  where  they  fed  largely  on  small  birds. 
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Urban  Merlins  in  Canada 

Paul  C. James 

Recent  concern  over  the  plight  of  the  Merlin  Falco  columbarius  in  Britain 
(Bibby  & Nattrass  1986)  prompted  me  to  write  this  short  report  on 
the  Merlin’s  current  status  in  Canada,  where  some  interesting  develop- 
ments have  recently  occurred.  Four  subspecies  of  Merlins  are  recognised 
in  Canada  (Godfrey  1986):  the  eastern  forest  columbarius , the  western  forest 
bendirei,  the  west  coast  suckleyi,  and  the  prairie  richardsonii.  As  with  Merlins 
elsewhere  in  the  1960s  and  1970s,  concern  was  expressed  over  their  status 
in  Canada,  particularly  the  prairie-inhabiting  richardsonii  (Godfrey  1970). 
The  apparent  population  decline  of  this  race  was  attributed  to  a 
combination  of  habitat  loss  and  organochlorine  pesticides  (Fox  1971;  Fyfe 
et  al.  1976).  Over  the  last  few  years,  however,  these  Merlins  have  colonised 
urban  centres  on  the  Canadian  prairies  for  breeding  and  wintering 
purposes  (Oliphant  & Haug  1985;  James  et  al.  1987b).  In  the  city  of 
Saskatoon,  for  example,  the  breeding  Merlin  population  has  increased 
from  one  pair  in  1971  to  27  pairs  in  1987.  This  particular  population  has 
already  achieved  the  highest  recorded  nesting  density  for  this  species 
(Oliphant  & Haug  1985).  Similar  urban  populations  exist  in  Regina, 
Moose  Jaw,  Calgary,  and  Edmonton,  and  it  is  now  not  uncommon  to  see 
Merlins  nesting  in  parks,  cemeteries,  and  schoolyards  in  the  many  small 
grain  towns  of  the  prairies.  Taken  together,  this  new  urban  population 
probably  numbers  hundreds  of  pairs,  and  is  still  increasing. 

The  cause  for  this  remarkably  successful  colonisation  is  probably 
related  to  the  appearance  of  urban-breeding  American  Crows  Cormts 
brachyrhynchos  and  Black-billed  Magpies  Pica  pica , which  have  provided 
nests  for  the  Merlins  (Houston  1977).  These  in  turn  were  attracted  to  the 
cities  by  the  maturation  of  the  many  trees  planted  over  the  years.  Coupled 
with  the  availability  of  nests  are  the  high  densities  of  prey,  especially 
House  Sparrows  Passer  domesticus,  that  exist  in  these  cities.  Studies  of  the 
food  habits  of  urban  Merlins  have  shown  that  they  feed  predominantly  on 
House  Sparrows  (Oliphant  & McTaggart  1977;  James  & Smith  1988). 
This  is  in  sharp  contrast  to  the  Merlins  breeding  in  the  rural  areas  of  the 
prairies,  where  the  prey  is  mainly  native  grassland  songbirds  (Hodson 
1978).  Feeding  on  House  Sparrows  has  also  permitted  Merlins  to  winter  in 
increasing  numbers  in  the  cities  (James  et  al.  1987b),  often  under 
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extremely  adverse  weather  condi- 
tions (temperatures  in  Regina  and 
Saskatoon  can  get  down  to  — 35°C 
or  lower).  1 he  large  planted  conif- 
ers may  also  play  a role,  as  the 
Merlins  use  these  for  roosting  in 
winter. 

Other  features  of  urban  Merlin 
biology  contrast  with  those  in  rural 
areas.  For  example,  the  urban 
Merlins  enjoy  a higher  breeding 
success  (Oliphant  1985),  are  less 
migratory  (James  et  al.  1987b),  and 
use  crow  nests  in  conifers  rather 
than  magpie  nests  in  deciduous 
trees.  The  extreme  densities  of 
urban  Merlins  may  also  be  having 
some  interesting  demographic  con- 
sequences; it  was  recently  shown 
that  they  occasionally  have  non- 
breeding helpers  at  the  nest  (James 
& Oliphant  1986),  and  one  case  of 
close  in-breeding  has  also  been 
detected  (James  et  al.  1987a).  One 
of  the  most  striking  differences 
between  the  urban  and  rural  Merlins,  however,  is  their  reaction  to  human 
intrusion.  In  my  work  in  Saskatoon,  it  is  not  unusual  to  come  across 
people  who  are  surprised  to  learn  that  they  have  a pair  of  Merlins  nesting 
in  their  back  garden.  This  is  quite  different  from  rural  birds,  which  will 
often  chatter  loudly  at  the  appearance  of  a human  being,  even  at  a 
considerable  distance.  It  is  not  surprising  that  the  city  birds  are  less 
belligerent  than  their  country  cousins.  They  would  be  doing  little  else  if 
they  reacted  to  every  human  being  that  passed  by  their  nest  trees.  While 
a few  people  do  express  concern  about  the  noise  that  the  Merlins  make 
and  their  depredations  on  the  songbirds,  most  seem  to  accept  them  as 
part  of  the  urban  landscape.  One  or  two  Merlins  are  illegally  shot  each 
year,  but  this  is  of  no  consequence  to  their  numbers. 

The  Merlins  in  the  city  of  Regina  are  of  particular  interest  because  they 
were  introduced  there  in  1979.  Six  young  Merlins  were  released  in  an 
attempt  to  establish  a breeding  population,  and  they  currently  number 
about  ten  to  12  pairs.  With  the  predicament  that  the  species  is  facing  in 
Britain,  similar  urban  releases  may  be  a way  of  helping  to  secure  its  future 
there. 

While  urban  Merlins  are  now  well  established  on  the  Canadian  prairies, 
their  rural  counterparts  also  seem  to  be  doing  well.  Unlike  those  in  the 
cities,  however,  the  rural  Merlins  require  some  natural  grasslands  in 
proximity  to  their  nests.  They  are  not,  for  example,  found  in  extensive 
wheat-growing  areas.  While  no  official  counts  have  been  made,  it  is  likely 
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that  the  total  population  of  prairie  Merlins,  both  rural  and  urban, 
numbers  thousands  of  pairs.  Canada’s  other  races  of  Merlin  also  appear 
to  be  doing  well,  if  Christmas  Bird  Counts  in  the  USA  are  anything  to  go 
by.  All  in  all,  the  future  seems  assured  for  this  exciting  little  falcon. 


Summary 

Merlins  Falco  columbcirius  have  recently  colonised  several  cities  in  the  Canadian  prairies, 
where  they  nest  mostly  in  the  old  nests  of  crows  in  mature,  planted  conifers.  These  urban 
Merlins  nest  at  high  densities,  have  a high  breeding  success  and  are  not  disturbed  by  normal 
human  activities.  In  one  area  (Regina),  an  urban  Merlin  population  has  been  established  by 
introduction. 
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Items  included  in  this  feature  have  been  submitted  bv  the  manufacturers  or  their  agents.  The 
reviews  are  the  personal  opinions  of  the  reviewers;  thev  are  not  the  result  of  technical  tests, 
but  are  assessments  made  after  use  in  appropriate  conditions  (e.g.  in  the  field).  Neither 
British  Birds  nor  the  individual  reviewers  can  accept  responsibility  for  any  adverse 
consequences  of  opinions  stated,  and  items  are  accepted  for  review  on  this  understanding. 
We  aim,  however,  to  be  helpful  both  to  our  readers  and  to  the  manufacturers  of  goods  used 
bv  birdwatchers.  Eds 

AICO  International  ‘Jason  Sound  Amplifier’ 


AICO  International,  who  declare  that  they  have  been  in  the  ‘quality 
binocular’  trade  for  over  20  years,  also  state  in  their  leaflet  that  they  have 
now  introduced  to  the  market  the  ‘Jason  Sound  Amplifier’  ‘aimed  directly 
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at  their  birdwatching  customers’.  It  would  probably  be  as  well  if  you  duck 
this  one,  as  there  is  virtually  nothing  about  this  gadget  which  could  be  of 
use  in  the  held,  though  you  might  manage  tq4  listen  in  on  secretive 
twitchers  at  ‘Nancy’s’. 

The  suggestion  is  that  the  slim  18-cm  gun  microphone  can  ‘easily  be 
fitted  to  a pair  of  binoculars  and,  when  pointed  in  the  same  direction  as 
the  binoculars,  will  amplify  the  sounds  of  the  bird  or  birds  being  viewed 
. . .’.  The  problem  is  that  there  must  be  few  models  of  binocular  to  which 
the  male  screw  mount  on  the  microphone-box  could  be  fitted.  Also, 
lightweight  and  handy  as  it  may  be,  the  gun  is  less  than  one-third  of  the 
length  needed  to  achieve  any  worthwhile  directional  effect.  There  is  some, 
but  this  has  to  be  set  against  the  fact  that  the  gun  is  picking  up  sound  from 
behind  you  as  well,  something  which  the  human  ear  is  constructed  to 
avoid.  Guns  also  need  to  be  well  muffled  with  a good  2-cm  thickness  of 
wind-shield — but  who  wants  that  sticking  out  from  their  binoculars? — and 
even  that  would  not  shield  you  from  the  feed-back.  Through  this  one,  a 
light  breeze  sounds  like  a full  gale.  The  single  pencil  battery  seems  to 
provide  more  than  adequate  operating  power  when  fresh,  but  turn  the 
volume  above  60%  and  you  will  be  greeted  with  a head-splitting  squeal 
from  the  headset  for  the  very  reason  that  the  microphone  is  only  just  in 
front  of  your  nose,  far  too  near  to  the  headphones  for  safety. 

At  £49.95  inclusive  of  VAT,  it  has  to  be  said  that  it  is  priced  reasonably 
enough  for  what  it  is,  but  nowhere  near  worth  that  expense  for  what  it 
achieves.  It  might  be  ‘aimed’  at  us,  but  I can  hardly  believe  it  was  designed 
forus.  M.J.  Rogers 

[If  any  reader  would  like  further  details  of  this  product,  please  send  a SAE  to  Sandra 
Barnes,  BB  Advertising,  Fountains,  Park  Lane,  Blunham,  Bedford  MK44  3NJ.] 
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mThis  raptor  is  easily  iden- 
tified as  a harrier  Circus 
by  its  long  tail  and  its  wing  atti- 
tude. The  dark  hood  and  whitish 
underwing-coverts  suggest  that  it  is 
an  adult  male.  The  pattern  of  the 
flight  feathers,  however,  is  unlike 
that  of  any  of  the  four  west  Palearc- 
tic  harrier  species  (but  notice  the 
different  colour  and  pattern  of 
primary  number  ten).  The  dark 
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155  & 156.  Unusual  male  Montagu’s  Harrier  Circus  fygargus  (same  individual  as  plates  134  & 
154)  showing  juvenile  flight  feathers  and  adult  tail.  Note  new  innermost  primary  and 
juvenile  primary  undervving-coverts  (W.  .S'.  Clark) 


grey  breast  and  the  streaked  upper  belly  are  like  those  of  Montagu's 
Harrier  C.  pygargus  and  unlike  those  of  the  other  adult  male  harriers:  the 
underparts  of  adult  male  Pallid  Hairier  C.  macrourus  are  almost  uniformly 
light  grey,  without  a dark  hood  or  streaking;  Hen  Harrier  C.  cyaneus  shows 
the  dark  hood,  hut  not  the  belly  streaking;  and  Marsh  Harrier  C. 
aeruginosus  has  heavy  streaking  on  the  breast  and  solid  rufous  on  the  belly. 

The  mystery  bird,  fortunately,  was  captured.  It  is  a Montagu's  Harrier, 
but  appears  somewhat  different  from  a typical  adult  male  in  that  its 
secondaries  are  like  those  of  a juvenile.  Its  innermost  primary,  freshly 
moulted,  is  adult,  and  all  the  other  primaries  are  barred  and  mottled,  like 


280 


158.  Mystery  photograph  133.  Identify  the  species.  Answer  next  month 
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157.  Male  Montagu’s  Harrier  Circus  pygargus,  Israel,  May  1985  (II  . S.  Clark ) 

those  of  some,  but  not  all,  juvenile  males.  The  outer  six  primaries  of  adult 
males  are  completely  black;  the  inner  four  are  white  below,  with  two  black 
bars,  and  are  grey  above.  The  adult  male’s  secondaries  are  white  below, 
with  a grey  subterminal  band  and  a black  bar  visible  on  the  outer  ones; 
their  upperside  is  grey,  with  a black  band  visible.  Except  for  the  flight 
feathers,  most  primary  coverts  and  two  tail  feathers,  all  feathers  on  the 
mystery  bird  are  adult.  It  is  most  likely  that,  during  the  previous  winter, 
this  individual  moulted  all  its  body  feathers,  many  wing-coverts,  and  all 
but  two  of  its  tail  feathers,  and  had  just  begun  to  replace  its  primaries. 
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1 his  almost  adult  male  Montagu’s  Harrier  is  in  its  second  calendar-year 
and  was  almost  one  year  old  when  captured  and  photographed  by  me  in 
May  1985  at  Eilat,  Israel.  W.  S.  CLARK 

4554  Shetland  Green  Road , Alexandria , Va  22312,  USA 
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The  Exe  Estuary  egret  of  August  1985  On  21st 
August  1985,  we  discovered  an  egret  Egretta  at  the 
Exe  Estuary,  Devon.  It  was  a small,  wholly  white 
egret  with  no  noticeable  plumes.  Compared  with 
(memories  of)  a Little  Egret  E.  garzetta , it  appeared 
to  be  a shade  stockier,  with  a slightly  longer  and 
broader  bill  and  a thicker-based  neck.  It  was, 
however,  the  hare-part  coloration  that  caught  the 
eye,  both  bill  and  legs  being  much  paler  than  would 
have  been  expected  on  a Little  Egret.  The  bill  was 
brownish  at  the  base,  through  grey-green  to  a slate-coloured  tip,  with  the 
lower  mandible  being  the  paler.  The  bare  lores  were  fleshy.  The  legs  were 
olive-green,  appearing  strongly  green  in  bright  light,  and  were  noticeably 
yellower  at  the  rear  of  the  tarsus.  The  feet  were  yellow,  tinged  green.  It 
seemed  to  us  a very  clumsy  feeder  in  the  muddy  creeks,  and  we 
considered  it  an  immature  based  on  time  of  year  and  its  dull  bare-part 
coloration.  BWP  vol.  1,  for  juvenile  Little  Egret,  gives  a brown  bill,  lead- 
grey  bare  lores,  black  legs  and  grey-green  feet,  though  some  observers 
have  reported  juvenile  Little  Egrets  with  green  legs  and  feet  with  black 
lines  down  the  outside  of  the  tarsus,  or  the  tarsus  and  tibia  (Brit.  Birds  74: 
41;  75:  535).  On  the  basis  of  structure,  feeding  behaviour  and  particularly 
bare-part  coloration,  we  were  undecided,  between  Little  Egret  and 
Western  Reef  Heron  E.  gularis,  as  to  its  identity.  Perhaps  this  adds  support 
to  the  opinion  of  James  Hancock,  co-author  of  The  Herons  Handbook , who 
considers  Western  Reef  Heron  to  be  a race  of  Little  Egret. 

D.  A.  Cope  and  J.  Cayford 
25  Sandringham  Drive , Paignton.  Devon  TQ3 1 Hi' 


P.  G.  Lansdovvn  has  commented:  ‘The  bird  seen  by  D.  A.  Cope  and  J.  Cayford  was 
present  at  the  Exe  Estuary  from  20th  to  30th  August  1985,  and  was  accepted  by  the  British 
Birds  Rarities  Committee  as  a juvenile  Little  Egret  (Brit.  Birds  79:  530).  It  was  seen  by 
many  observers,  including  two  members  of  the  BBRC,  and  in  none  of  the  available 
descriptions  is  mention  of  the  comparatively  thick,  parallel-sided  bill  of  Western  Reef 
Heron  to  be  found.  Observers  who  submitted  notes,  and  others  who  were  consulted,  are 
in  agreement  that,  on  bill  structure,  the  bird  was  a Little  Egret.  The  initial  confusion,  and 
there  certainly  was  confusion,  with  a number  of  experienced  observers  at  that  time 
considering  it  to  be  a Western  Reef  Heron,  was  caused  by  the  bare-part  coloration.  There 
was  quite  an  array  of  bare-part  colours  noted  by  various  observ  ers,  in  itself  an  interesting 
topic:  the  upper  mandible  varied  in  the  notes  from  greyish-horn  to  grev-yellow,  always 
with  an  extensive,  dark  tip  and  with  some  observers  seeing  a dark  line  along  the  culmen 
ridge;  the  lower  mandible  varied  in  the  descriptions  from  pale  horn  to  dull  yellow,  always 
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with  an  extensive,  dark  tip  and  always  palest  and  brightest  at  the  base;  the  bare  lores  were 
grey;  the  legs  were  generally  considered  to  be  dull  grey-green,  but  yellower  at  the  rear, 
though  one  observer  noted  the  legs  as  medium  brown;  and  the  feet  were  variously 
described  as  yellow-green,  dull  orangy-yellow  and  clean  yellow.  However  these  colours 
are  interpreted,  they  do  not  add  up  to  the  classic  ‘black  bill,  black  legs  and  yellow  feet’  of 
most  field  guides,  nor  to  the  more  detailed  bare-part  coloration  of  juvenile  Little  Egret 
given  in  BWP  vol.  1,  as  pointed  out  by  D.  A.  Cope  and  J.  Cayford.  This  deficiency  in  the 
literature,  which  has  resulted  in  a lack  of  awareness  of  the  variation  in  bare-part  colours 
of  juvenile  Little  Egret  amongst  British  observers,  created  the  identification  problem. 
The  BBRC  considers  the  bare-part  coloration  of  the  Exe  Estuary  bird  to  be  quite  normal 
for  a juvenile  Little  Egret.  It  should  be  noted  that  Sueur  (Brit.  Birds  75:  535)  stated  that  the 
green  leg-colour  of  juvenile  Little  Egret  can  remain  for  almost  a year,  so  a Little  Egret 
with  non-black  legs  could  be  encountered  at  any  time  of  year.’  Eds 


Lesser  Crested  Tern  in  Norfolk  On  the  afternoon  of  9th  August  1983, 
1 was  birdwatching  on  Blakeney  Point,  Norfolk,  looking  for  a Long- 
tailed Skua  Stercorarius  longicaudus  which  had  been  reported  in  the  area  a 
few  days  previously.  I scanned  casually  through  a group  of  Sandwich 
Terns  Sterna  sandvicensis  resting  on  the  upper  beach,  and  was  astonished 
to  see  a large  tern  with  a bright  orange  bill  standing  amongst  them. 

By  sheer  coincidence,  just  24  hours  earlier  I had  been  reading  the 
lastest  issue  of  British  Birds  (that  for  August  1983),  which  happened  to 
contain  a detailed  article  describing  how  an  orange-billed  tern  in  South 
Wales  had  been  misidentified  as  a Lesser  Crested  Tern  Sterna  bengalensis 
when  it  was,  in  fact,  a Royal  Tern  S.  maxima  (Brit.  Birds  76:  335-339).  The 
article  pointed  out,  amongst  other  things,  that  Royal  Terns  could 
appear  much  smaller  (and  therefore  much  more  like  Lesser  Crested 
Tern)  than  previously  realised  and  depicted  in  the  popular  field  guides. 
I was  determined  not  to  make  the  same  mistake,  so  I (wrongly  as  it 
turned  out)  called  the  Blakeney  bird  a Royal  Tern. 

I watched  it  for  just  a few  minutes,  getting  reasonable  views  of  it 
perched  and  in  flight,  and  then  hurried  off  to  alert  others.  Joe  Reed,  the 
National  Trust’s  warden,  kindly  allowed  me  to  use  his  telephone,  and 
by  evening  some  40  or  so  birders  had  hastened  to  the  site  at  the  very  tip 
of  Blakeney  Point.  Fortunately,  the  hundreds  of  Sandwich  Tern  chicks 
in  the  area  had  just  about  all  fledged,  so  there  was  no  problem  of 
observers  disturbing  this  sensitive  and  important  breeding  colony. 
Next  morning,  several  hundred  birdwatchers  arrived:  fortunately  the 
bird  did  not  disappoint  them.  It  was  seen  in  the  area  almost  daily  up 
until  17th  September,  and  also  appeared  briefly  at  Scolt  Head  and 
Holme,  farther  west  along  the  North  Norfolk  coast,  on  27th  and  29th 
August.  Its  long  stay  gave  many  observers  the  chance  to  study  it  in 
detail.  Any  doubts  that  1 had  that  it  might  not  be  a Royal  Tern  were 
debated  with  others  and,  as  discussions  developed,  we  came  to  realise 
that  many  of  the  identification  features  in  the  current  literature  were 
wrong.  The  bird  was  a Lesser  Crested  Tern,  a species  not  then  on  the 
British  List.  It  was  photographed  (Brit.  Birds  76:  plate  231),  and  I 
obtained  the  following  description: 

A tern  very  slightly  larger  than  Sandwich  At  rest,  very'  similar  in  shape  to  accom- 
Tern,  with  a striking  orange-coloured  hill.  panying  Sandwich  Terns,  but  just  very 
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slightly  larger  and  heavier.  In  flight,  dis- 
tinctly longer-winged.  Bill  orange  with 
slightly  paler  tip,  of  much  same  length  as 
that  of  Sandwich,  but  significantly  thicker, 
especially  at  base:  dagger-like  and 
straight.  Legs  blackish,  much  as  those  of 
Sandwich  in  length  and  proportion.  Exten- 
sive white  forehead  containing  only  slight 
blackish  flecking.  Tiny  blackish  mark 
immediately  in  front  of  eye.  Short  but 
shaggy  blackish  crest  normally  held  quite 
erect — distinctly  more  so  than  that  of 
Sandwich,  and  when  relaxed  extending 
only  a short  way  down  nape.  Mantle  and 
upperwings  pale  grey,  slightly  darker  than 
those  of  Sandwich.  Tail  very  slightly  paler 


grey  than  rest  of  upperparts,  with  extreme 
outer  edges  white.  Quite  deep  fork  to  tail, 
with  slightly  longer  streamers  than  those 
of  Sandwich.  Rump  pale  grey,  very  slightly 
paler  again  than  tail.  In  flight,  upperwing 
showed  darker  grey  wedge  of  central  pri- 
maries, the  outer  two  primaries  and  the 
inner  ones  being  relatively  pale  silvery- 
grey.  Underwing  largely  whitish  with 
dusky  tips  to  only  the  outer  four  primaries. 
L'nderparts  white.  Normal  attitude  on 
ground  was  a proud  ‘shoulders-forward’ 
stance,  displaying  to  Sandwich  Terns,  par- 
ticularly to  those  standing  around  carry  ing 
sand-eels. 


The  final  correct  identification  was  delayed  because  Lesser  Crested 
Tern,  especially  the  race  likely  to  be  involved  in  European  records,  is  such 
a poorly  known  species  and  is  treated  misleadingly  in  the  literature. 
Lesser  Crested  Perns  occur  from  East  Africa  eastwards  to  Australia,  with 
some  geographical  variation  in  appearance  across  their  range.  There  is 
also  a little-known  population  in  coastal  Libya,  which  apparently  winters 
south  and  west  at  least  as  far  as  The  Gambia  in  West  Africa:  it  is  these 
birds  which  are  likely  to  be  responsible  for  the  British  and  European 
records  {Brit.  Birds  80:  276-280).  Interestingly,  the  East  African  Lesser 
Cresteds  are  now  known  to  be  rather  smaller  and  darker  than  those  from 
Libya.  Since  the  descriptions  in  the  European  field  guides  are  based  on 
the  East  African  birds,  it  is  scarcely  surprising  that  the  Blakeney  bird 
appeared  rather  larger  and  paler  than  expected. 

This  record  has  now  been  accepted  by  the  British  Birds  Rarities 
Committee.  With  the  acceptance  of  an  earlier  record,  in  Gwynedd  in 
July  1982  {Brit.  Birds  79:  556),  the  one  at  Blakeney  Point  becomes  the 
second  in  Britain  and  Ireland.  S.J.  M.GANTLETT 

Tickers , High  Street,  Cley  next  the  Sea,  Holt,  Norfolk  NR25  7RR 


Diary  dates 


This  list  covers  July  1988  to  June  1989 


9th  July  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY 
OF  THE  MIDDLE  EAST  AGM.  Natural 
History  Museum,  Cromwell  Road,  South 
Kensington,  London.  Details  from  the 
Secretary,  OSME,  c/o  The  Lodge,  Sandy, 
Bedfordshire  SGI9  2DI.. 

11th  July  BRITISH  ORNITHOLOGISTS’ 
CLUB.  Dr  C.  C.  H.  Elliott  on  ‘The  Quelea 
problem  in  Africa’.  Central  London.  Non- 
members should  write  (enclosing  SAE)  at 
least  21  days  before  to  Hon.  Secretary, 
R.  E.  F.  Peal,  2 Chestnut  Lane,  Sevenoaks, 
Kent  TNI 3 3AR. 


22nd-3 1st  July  SOCIETY  OF  WILDLIFE 
ARTISTS’  ANNUAL  EXHIBITION 
(including  display  of  winning  entries  in 
Bird  Illustrator  of  the  Year’  and  ‘The 
Richard  Richardson  Award  competi- 
tions). The  Mall  Galleries,  The  Mall, 
London  SWl.  Open  10  a.m.-5p.m.  Admis- 
sion £1.00  (free  to  SWLA  members). 

20th  August  ORIENTAL  BIRD  CLUB. 
Blakeney  Village  Hall.  Blakeney,  Norfolk. 
Details  from  Steve  Rooke,  OBC,  c/o  The 
Lodge,  Sandy,  Bedfordshire  SGI9  2DI.. 
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10th  September  BTO  SOUTH  YORK- 
SHIRE ONE-DAY  CONFERENCE.  High 
Melton  (near  Doncaster).  Details  from  Dr 
Harold  Smith,  16  Silverdale  Close, 
Sheffield  si  i 9JN. 

20th  September  BOC.  Dr  C.  T.  Fisher  on 
‘Birds  of  Australia  (particularly  on  the 
discovery  and  distribution  of  Australian 
birds  1835-1850)’.  Central  London.  Details 
from  Hon.  Secretary. 

24th-25th  September  RSPB  NATIONAL 
VOLUNTEERS’  CONFERENCE.  Lough- 
borough University.  Details  from  Confer- 
ence Office,  RSPB,  The  Lodge,  Sandy, 
Bedfordshire  SGI9  2DI 

1 st-2nd  October  RSPB  SPONSORED 
BIRDWATCH. 

2 lst-23rd  October  BOU  AUTUMN 
SCIENTIFIC  MEETING.  Maritime  Mus- 
eum, Liverpool.  Details  from  Dr  Clem 
Fisher,  Liverpool  Museum. 

26th-29th  October  RAPTOR  RESEARCH 
FOUNDATION  ANNUAL  MEETING.  St 
Paul,  Minnesota,  USA.  Details  from  Dr 
Patrick  T.  Redig,  Raptor  Research  and 
Rehabilitation  Program,  College  of  Veter- 
inary Medicine,  University  of  Minnesota, 
St  Paul,  MN  55108,  USA. 

28th-30th  October  SCOTTISH 
ORNITHOLOGISTS’  CLUB  ANNUAL 
CONFERENCE  & ACM.  Marine  Hotel. 
North  Berwick.  Details  from  SOC,  21 
Regent  Terrace,  Edinburgh  EH7  5BT. 

29th-30th  October  RSPB  MEMBERS’ 
WEEKEND  & AGM.  Details  from  Confer- 
ence Office,  RSPB. 

4th-6th  November  BTO  UNDERSTAND- 
ING BASIC  STATISTICS  COURSE.  Gib- 
raltar Point  Field  Station,  near  Skegness, 
Lincolnshire.  Details  from  John  Perry, 
Bridge  End  Cottage,  Mill  Lane,  Ingleton, 
via  Carnforth,  Lancashire  I.A6  3F.P. 

5th  or  12th  November  BTO  BERKSHIRE 
ONE-DAY  CONFERENCE.  Details  from 
BTO,  Beech  Grove,  Tring,  Hertfordshire 

HP'23  5NR. 

18th-20th  November  IRISH  WILDBIRD 

CONSERVANCY/BTO  AUTUMN  CON- 
FERENCE. International  Hotel,  Killarney, 
Co.  Kerry,  Ireland.  Details  from  IWC, 
Ruttledge  House,  8 Longford  Place, 
Monkstown,  Co.  Dublin,  Ireland. 


Diary  dates 

26th  November  OSME  TENTH  ANNI- 
VERSARY. The  Friends’  House,  Fusion 
Road,  London.  Details  from  the  Secretary', 
OSME. 

2nd-4th  December  BTO  ANNUAL  CON- 
FERENCE & AGM.  Hayes  Conference 
Centre,  Swanwick,  Derbyshire.  Details 
from  Tim  Davis,  B TO. 

2nd-4th  December  NATIONAL  EXHIBI- 
TION OF  CAGE  AND  AVIARY  BIRDS. 
National  Exhibition  Centre,  Birmingham. 
Details  from  Brian  Byles,  Editor,  ‘Cage 
and  Aviary  Birds’,  Prospect  House,  9-15 
Ewell  Road,  Cheam,  Surrey  SM3  8BZ. 

10th  December  OBC  AGM.  The  meeting 
Room,  Zoological  Society  of  London, 
Regent’s  Park,  London  N\vi  4RY  Details 
from  Steve  Rooke,  OBC. 

6th-8th  January  BTO  RINGING  AND 
MIGRATION  CONFERENCE.  Hayes 
Conference  Centre.  Details  from  Chris 
Mead,  BTO. 

21st  January  RSPB  FILM  PREMIERE. 
Royal  Festival  Hall.  Details  from  Film 
Show  Organiser,  RSPB. 

28th-29th  January  RSPB/YOC  INTER- 
NATIONAL GARDEN  BIRDWATCH 
(RSPB  Centenary  Event). 

31st  January  Closing  date  for  entries  for 
‘Bird  Photograph  of  the  Year’. 

31st  January  Closing  date  for  ‘Best  recent 
black-and-white  bird-photographs’. 

7th  February  BOC.  Dr  A.  J.  Knystautas  on 
‘Birds  of  the  Soviet  Union’.  Central  Lon- 
don. Details  from  Hon.  Secretary. 

17th  February  RSPB  100th  BIR  THDAY 
CELEBRATION.  Didsbury,  near  Man- 
chester. Details  from  Public  Affairs  Office, 
RSPB. 

14th  March  Closing  date  for  entries  for 
‘Bird  Illustrator  of  the  Year’. 

28th  March-9th  May  YOC  FLIGH  T- 
LINE. Migration  phone-in.  Telephone 
Sandy  (0767)  80551.  Tuesdays  only,  5.30 
p.m.-7.00  p.m.  Records  from  adults 
welcomed. 

1st  April  RSPB  ‘MASTERMIND’.  Semi- 
finals and  final,  chaired  by  Magnus  Mag- 
nusson.  Birmingham.  Details  from  Public 
Affairs  Office,  RSPB. 


Diary  dates 
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7th-9th  April  RSPB  CENTENARY  MKM-  British  Museum  (Natural  History),  Sub- 
BERS  WEEKEND.  York  University.  department  of  Ornithology.  Trine;,  Mert- 
Details  from  Conference  Office,  RSPB.  fordshire  HP2:t6.\H. 


On  ‘Applied  Ornithology’.  Surrey  Univer-  28th-30th  May  RSPB/YOC  SPONSORED 
sity,  Guildford.  Details  from  BOU,c/oThe  BIRDWATCH.  Details  from  RSPB. 


New  items  in  British  BirdShop  The  following  items  are  added  this  month: 

Hosking  , Hosking  & Flegg  Eric  Hooking's  Birds  of  Prey  of  the  World 
Martin  Guinness  Book  of  World  Birds 
Mild  Soviet  Bird  Songs  (2  cassettes) 

Robinson  A Birder's  Guide  to  Japan 

Phis  is  the  final  month  for  The  Birds  oj  Africa  special  offer.  Other  special  offers  are  marked  on 
the  British  BirdShop  forms  on  pages  xiii  & xiv. 


Collins  Guide  to  the  Birds  of  Prey  of  Britain  and  Europe,  North 
Africa  and  the  Middle  East.  By  Benny  Gensbol.  Illustrated  by 
Bjarne  Bertel.  Revised  edition.  Collins,  London,  1987.  384  pages;  108 
colour  plates;  72  black-and-white  plates;  300  line-drawings;  42  distribu- 
tion maps  and  migration  charts.  £14.95. 

Phis  chunky,  field-guide-si/.ed  book,  first  published  in  1984  but  now  extensively  rev  ised, 
attempts  to  be  both  popular  handbook  and  identification  guide,  there  is  a short 
introduction  to  characteristics  of  birds  of  prey,  such  as  bills,  feet,  sense  of  smell  and 
vision,  followed  by  a discussion  of  raptor  foods,  hunting  methods,  migration  and 
breeding  biology.  A short  section  on  raptors  in  the  modern  world  ably  summarises  the 
problems  of  pollution,  persecution  past  and  present  (with  interesting  data  on  past 
persecution  in  Europe  to  add  to  the  story  in  Britain  more  familiar  to  most  British  Birds 
readers)  and  protection. 

Then  follow  over  200  pages,  divided  into  individual  species  accounts,  each  including  a 
detailed,  very  clear  map  and  distribution  summary,  data  on  populations  and  trends, 
useful  and  detailed  summaries  of  migration  routes,  timing  and  numbers,  habitat 
preferences,  voice  (rather  briefly  treated),  breeding  data  and  information  on  food  and 
hunting  methods  and  interesting  photographs.  Finally  for  each  species,  there  is  an 
illuminating  table,  giving  detailed,  dated  and  mostly  recent  population  estimates  for  each 
country,  with  comparisons  with  earlier  times  where  available.  Where  there  have  been 
changes  in  numbers,  reasons  are  suggested.  This  makes  depressing  reading  in  most 
instances,  and  the  number  of  entries  noting  decreases  or  major  declines,  frequently 
coupled  with  shooting,  poisoning  and  nest  robberies,  is  staggering.  The  maps  and  these 
tables  both  serve  to  show  the  dearth  of  raptors  these  days  in  central  southern  Europe. 
Italy  and  Greece  have  a particularly  sad  record.  Many  of  the  figures  are  from  the  early 
1980s,  some  as  recent  as  198fi,  and  this  is  an  admirably  thorough  compilation. 

The  rest  of  the  book  is  devoted  to  identification,  with  much  longer  accounts  than  in  any 
field  guide,  and  beautiful  black-and-white  drawings  (pencil  or  wash  rather  than  line), 
many  of  which  appear  to  be  based  on  photographs.  The  drawings  show  birds  in  action, 
from  many  angles,  and  most  succeed,  though  the  interesting  question  of  how  much  we 
need  standard  field  guide  ‘control’  illustrations  is  raised  by  one  or  two  ‘out  of  context 
pictures  of  birds  caught  in  momentary,  odd  positions. 


Sheila  I).  Cobban , Fountains , Park  Lane,  lit  unham , Bedford  \IK4-t  JXJ 
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Reviews 


A few  of  the  drawings — such  as  some  of  the  Merlins  Falco  columbarius — seem  less  happy 
to  me,  but  as  a set  they  are  really  excellent.  The  texts  have,  by  a combination  of  the 
original  writing  and  editing  and/or  translation,  a rather  free,  occasionally  slightly  naive 
style  of  English,  refreshingly  lacking  in  identification-paper  cliches  and  formality,  but 
just  occasionally  slightly  unclear.  For  example,  ‘an  elegant  bird  in  the  air,  but  scarcely  as 
elegant  as  the  golden  eagle,  although  . . . can  appear  slender  and  elegant’  is  not  the  most 
elegant  way  of  putting  it;  to  say  that  the  White-tailed  Eagle  Haliaeetus  albicilla  can  be 
confused  with  other  raptors  ‘but  none  of  these  has  the  head  so  far  forwards  nor  the  tail  so 
far  backwards’  (does  that  mean  the  tail  so  short?)  and  that,  in  comparison,  Black  Aegypius 
monachus  and  Griffon  Vultures  Gyps fulvus  both  have  ‘much  protruding  head’  (should  it  be 
much  less?)  is  not  helpful;  the  Lesser  Kestrel  F.  naumanni  cannot  be  recognised  by  ‘its  own 
spotted  back’,  but  by  its  unspotted  back. 

These  few  carps  apart,  this  is  a book  to  be  recommended  for  any  bird-of-prey 
enthusiast,  and  any  bird  protectionist  who  needs  to  know  what  is  going  on  in  the  rest  of 
the  Western  Palearctic.  R.  A.  HUMF. 

Eric  Hosking’s  Birds  of  Prey  of  the  World.  By  Eric  and  David 
Hosking  with  Jim  Flegg.  Pelham  Books,  London,  1987.  176  pages;  160 
colour  plates;  29  black-and-white  plates.  £15.95. 

It  is  a cunning  ruse  indeed  to  draw  a reviewer’s  teeth  by  thanking  him  on  the  very  first 
page  of  text  in  the  book.  Consequently,  I am  mightily  happy  to  relate  that  my  reviewer’s 
impartiality  was  not  compromised. 

Having  been  a little  disappointed  with  some  of  the  previous  books  in  the  series,  let  me 
state  unequivocally  that  this  new  book  is  immeasurably  better,  being  superbly  conceived, 
produced  and  printed.  The  visual  impact  of  the  presentation  is  stunning;  every  new  page 
being  a joy  to  open.  Whether  taken  in  the  wild  or  in  the  studio,  the  photographic  images 
are  exquisite.  It  would  be  easy  to  comment  that  some  of  the  captive  birds  were  less  than 
feather-perfect,  but  that  would  be  carping,  as  the  studio-photographed  subjects  are 
perfectly  valid  in  the  context  of  this  book.  Also,  and  this  is  most  important,  there  is  no 
pretence  that  the  birds  are  wild  and  free. 

So  many  of  my  bird  watching-loving-studying  friends  and  acquaintances  are  particular- 
ly fascinated  by  birds  of  prey  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  this  beautiful  book  will  reinforce 
that  fascination  in  some  and  kindle  it  in  many.  The  text,  most  ably  written  by  Jim  Flegg, 
is  a fitting  and  apt  accompaniment.  It  is  interesting,  authoritative,  lucid  and  a pleasure  to 
read,  with  lots  of  little  nuggets  of  information.  It  must  have  been  difficult  to  produce  a 
narrative  which  would  not  be  eclipsed  by  the  powerful  visual  images,  but  the  author  has 
achieved  this.  Furthermore,  it  must  be  stressed  that  one  is  not  left  with  the  impression  of 
a book  put  together  from  a random  collection  of  photographs  kept  together  by  words  in  a 
row.  Nothing  could  be  farther  from  the  truth.  This  book  is  quite  superb  in  all  respects:  a 
compliment  to  its  author,  and  I take  great  pleasure  in  commending  it  to  all,  tyro  or 
expert.  I feel  sure  that  everyone  will  enjoy  it  as  much  as  I did.  Don  SMITH 


Short  reviews 


The  Mushrooms  and  Toadstools  of  Bri- 
tain and  North-western  Europe.  By  Mar- 
cel Bon.  (Hodder  & Stoughton,  London, 
1987.  £8.95)  Beginners  should  not  be 
deterred  by  the  somewhat  arbitrary  use  of 
English  names  and  the  poor  organisation 
of  the  text;  the  illustrations  are  clear  and 
accurate,  and  the  species  accounts  are  up 
to  date.  This  guide  is  better  than  many, 
and  will  be  welcomed  by  experts.  [MB] 


One  Man’s  Island:  paintings  and  sketch- 
es from  the  Isle  of  May.  By  Keith 
Brockie.  (J.  M.  Dent  & Sons,  London, 
1987.  150  pages.  Paperback  £8.95)  Paper- 
back version  of  book  reviewed  in  Brit.  Birds 
77:  641. 

Avian  Genetics:  a population  and  ecolo- 
gical approach.  Edited  by  F.  Cooke  and 
P.  A.  Buckley.  (Academic  Press,  London, 


Short  reviews 


1987.  488  pages.  £40.00)  This  collection  of 
invited  papers  covers  many  aspects  of 
‘applied  genetics’  in  wild  bird  populations; 
studies  ol  captive  birds  are  specifically 
excluded,  and  the  emphasis  is  very  much 
towards  field-based  research.  This  is  a 
successful  volume,  and  fills  an  important 
gap  in  the  academic  market,  highlighting 
both  the  advances  in  our  knowledge  over 
the  past  20  years  and  those  areas  which  are 
in  need  of  further  study.  [MB] 

The  Value  of  Birds.  Edited  by  A.  W. 
Diamond  and  F.  L.  Filion.  (ICBP,  Cam- 
bridge, 1987.  320  pages.  Paperback  £18.50) 
Proceedings  of  Symposium  and  Workshop 
held  at  the  XIX  World  Conference  of  the 
International  Council  for  Bird  Preservation, 
Kingston,  Ontario,  Canada,  in  June  1986, 
with  25  contributions  arranged  under  two 
main  headings:  ‘Birds  as  socio-economic 
resources’,  and  ‘Birds  as  bio-indicators  of 
environmental  conditions’. 

Audubon  Wildlife  Report  1987.  Edited  by 
Roger  L.  Di  Silvestro.  (Academic  Press, 
Orlando,  1987.  697  pages.  $39.95)  Detailed 
reports  on  wildlife  management  in  the  USA. 

Proceedings  of  the  Fifth  Nordic  Ornitho- 
logical Congress,  1985.  Edited  by  Mats 
O.  G.  Eriksson.  (Kungl.  Vetenskaps-  och 
Yitterhets-Samhallet,  Goteborg,  1987.  228 
pages.  Paperback.  No  price  given)  Mostly  in 
English,  and,  where  not,  there  is  an  English 
summary. 

Atlante  Degli  Uccelli  Nidificanti  in  Pro- 
vincia  di  Forl't.  By  Ugo  F.  Foschi  and 
Stefano  Gellini.  (Maggioli  Fditore,  Rimini, 
1987.  175  pages.  1.30,000)  Phis  large- 
format,  well-produced  breeding  bird  atlas 
covers  42  ‘squares’  (actually  10  X 9.25  km 
rectangles)  which  form  the  province  of  Forli 
on  the  North  Adriatic  coast  of  Italy.  The 
text  is  wholly  in  Italian,  but  the  maps  are 
self  explanatory  and  each  text  is,  of  course, 
headed  by  the  scientific  as  well  as  the  Italian 
name  (and  the  traditional  small  vignette). 
Anyone  planning  to  visit  this  part  of  Italy 
(which,  as  well  as  Forli  itself,  includes 
Cesenatico,  Bellaria,  Rimini  and  Riccione 
on  the  Adriatic  coast)  will  wish  to  have  a 
copy  of  this  atlas  for  reference.  What  makes 
this  book  particularly  interesting  for  all 
‘atlas  buffs’,  however,  is  the  inclusion  of  16 
habitat  photographs  in  colour,  which  adds 
enormously  to  the  interest  for  someone  who 
has  never  visited  the  survey  area.  Indeed, 
the  32  pages  of  introductory  material  are 
worth  perusal  for  several  innovative  ideas  of 
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presentation  of  habitat  material  in  a breed- 
ing bird  atlas. 

Raptor  Management  Techniques 
Manual.  Edited  by  Beth  A.  Giron  Pend- 
leton, Brian  A.  Millsap,  Keith  W.  Cline 
and  David  M.  Bird.  (National  Wildlife 
Federation,  Washington,  1987.  420  pages. 
$30.00,  plus  $2.75  p&p)  Our  transatlantic 
cousins  envy  our  bird  books,  but  they 
generally  lead  on  technical  and  practical 
publications.  Phis  one  is  in  loose-leaf 
binder  format  to  allow  for  future  revisions 
and  additions;  there  are  three  main 
sections — ‘Field  Research  Techniques’, 
‘Management  Techniques’  and  ‘Labora- 
tory Research  Techniques’.  Recom- 
mended for  all  serious  raptor  researchers 
and  conservationists — an  excellent  source 
of  information,  advice  and  ideas,  f M l K F. 
EVF.RF.T  I ] 

The  Birds  of  Ghana.  By  L.  G.  Grimes. 

(BOU,  London,  1987.  276  pages.  Paperback 
£16.00)  I he  ninth  in  the  British  Ornitholog- 
ists' Union’s  invaluable  series  of  checklists. 
Phis  covers  the  720-odd  species  in  a 152- 
page  systematic  list.  The  introduction  and 
other  preliminaries  amount  to  over  50  pages 
of  most-useful  summary  of  geology,  topog- 
raphy, climate,  habitat,  and  so  on,  including 
16  black-and-white  photographs  of  typical 
habitats.  The  remaining  pages  are  devoted 
to  a list  summarising  status  by  means  of 
code  letters,  numerous  assorted  appendices, 
and  ten  pages  of  references. 

A Bird-watcher's  Quiz  Book.  Compiled 
by  Chris  Harbard.  (Collins.  London.  1987. 
128  pages.  Paperback  £2.95)  Phis  follow-up 
to  the  same  author’s  Evenings  at  the  Coot  and 
Corncrake  (1986)  has  the  same  formal 
(though  with  rather  more  cartoons,  by 
Philip  Snow).  My  personal  favourites  are 
the  tales  involving  Twitchett,  Listinan. 
Stickler,  Stringwell  & Co.  (of  which  there 
are  several)  and  Crispin  Fisher's  pages  from 
Twitchett’s  field  notebook  (spot  Twitchett's 
errors).  Marvellous,  time-wasting  stuff!  If 
you  like  your  birdwatching  to  be  fun,  this 
modestly  priced  little  book  will  provide  you 
with  plenty. 

Third  International  Grouse  Symposium. 
York  1984.  Edited  bv  P.  J.  Hudson  and 
T.  W.  I.  Lovel.  (1  nternational  Council  for 
Game  and  Wildlife  Conservation,  1986.  582 
pages.  Paperback.  FF200.00)  This  stimu- 
lating volume  contains  papers  by  a group  of 
game  biologists  from  Europe  and  North 
America.  Dr  S.  Myrberget  describes  cyclic 
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fluctuations  in  numbers  of  Willow  Grouse 
Lagopus  l.  lagopus ; Dr  Peter  Hudson  discusses 
parasitic  infection  of  Red  Grouse  L.  /.  scoticus , 
which  reminds  me  of  the  pioneer  research  of 
Edward  Wilson  in  Lovat  (1911);  Dr  C.  E. 
Braun  gives  a detailed  paper  on  White-tailed 
Ptarmigan  L.  leucurus ; Professors  J.  E. 
Bendell  and  F.  W.  Zwickel  survey  the  Blue 
Grouse  Dendragapus  obscurus ; and  three 
Canadian  biologists,  including  Dr  Stu  Mac- 
donald ol  High  Arctic  bird  fame,  explain  the 
functions  of  supraorbital  combs  of  grouse. 
Capercaillies  Tetrao  urogallus  are  specially 
studied,  with  papers  on  habitat,  spacing  and 
recruitment,  re-nesting,  predation  and  re- 
introduction.  Black  Grouse  Lyrurus  tetrix  are 
also  highlighted,  contributions  including  a 
paper  by  Nick  Picozzi  and  Linda  Hepburn 
describing  their  studies  with  radio  trans- 
mitters. The  proceedings  are  further  en- 
livened by  an  exchange  of  rather  tart  letters 
between  Dr  Robert  Moss  and  Dr  D.  R.  Wise 
on  nutrition  of  Red  Grouse. 

[D.  Nethf.rsoi.e-T hompson] 

World  of  Birds:  seabirds.  By  John  P.  S. 
MacKenzie  (Harrap,  London,  1987.  144 
pages.  £12.95)  A coffee-table  book,  with 
many  large  colour  photographs,  not  all  of 
which  are  as  sharp  as  they  might  be. 
Originally  published  in  Canada,  there  is  a 
North  American  bias  to  the  species  illus- 
trated, which  include  skuas,  gulls,  pen- 
guins, grebes  and  tubenoses.  Species 
names  are  also  American,  but  a translation 
is  provided:  ‘Black-throated  Diver  = Arc- 
tic Loon’,  and  so  forth.  Identification  is  a 
bit  awry  at  times,  but  that  may  add  to  the 
interest  for  ‘Mystery  bird’  enthusiasts. 
Errors  that  I spotted  were  Fairy  Tern  Sterna 
nereis  which  is  in  fact  Fairy  Tern  Gygis  alba ; 
Bridled  Tern  Sterna  anaethetus  for  Sooty 
Tern  .S',  fuscata;  and  Briinnich’s  Guillemot 
Uria  lomvia  identified  as  Guillemot  U.  aalge, 
and  vice  versa.  The  text  is  reasonably 
informative,  but  Red-necked  Podiceps  grise- 
gena , Great  Crested  P.  cristatus,  Slavonian  P. 
auritus  and  Black-necked  Grebes  P.  nigricol- 
lis  are  hardly  ‘truely  [r/c]  pelagic  in  win- 
ter’. Not  recommended,  except  to  those 
who  wish  to  add  to  their  collection  of  bird 
photographs.  [RJC] 

World  Birds.  By  Brian  P.  Martin.  (Guin- 
ness Books,  Enfield,  1987.  208  pages. 
£12.95)  It  is  not  possible  to  describe  this 
book  without  using  superlatives,  as  it 
contains  a wealth  of  information  about 
avian  record-breakers  from  the  tallest, 
heaviest  and  most  talkative  birds  to  the 


most  far-carrying  song,  most  valuable  nest 
or  most  variable  egg.  It  is  illustrated  with 
colour  and  black-and-white  photographs 
and  line-drawings,  and  is  full  of  facts  that 
will  amaze  your  friends.  Do  Gannets  have 
the  greatest  appetites?  Which  birds  drink 
blood?  Can  Ostriches  swallow  beer  bot- 
tles? Does  Ron  Johns  have  the  biggest 
British  list?  All  of  these  questions,  and 
hundreds  more,  are  answered  in  a full  and 
accurate  way.  Where  an  answer  may  be 
slightly  contentious,  other  runners-up  are 
given,  and  the  facts  behind  any  claim  to 
fame  are  described.  A useful  book,  essen- 
tial to  an)'  quiz  compiler;  and,  despite  (he 
publishers,  toucans  are  barely  mentioned. 
[Chris  Harbard] 

Owls.  By  Chris  Mead.  Illustrated  by  Guy 
Troughton.  (Whittet  Books,  London, 
1987.  128  pages.  £5.95)  This  is  a first-rate 
book  for  the  beginner  birdwatcher.  It  is  not 
an  identification  guide,  but  covers  many  of 
the  fascinating  aspects  of  owl  characteris- 
tics, behaviour  and  habitat,  and  is  superb- 
ly illustrated  in  black-and-white  by  Guy 
Troughton.  The  drawings  are  of  two  dis- 
tinct types:  excellent  lifelike  portraits 
within  the  species’  habitat,  and  equally 
skilled  but  entirely  different  cartoons.  It  is 
the  latter  which  make  this  a book  more 
suitable  for  the  11-  to  15-year-old  than  for 
more  mature  beginners  (while  all  the 
cartoons  are  well  drawn,  and  some  are 
funny,  they  do  not  really  fit  happily  either 
with  the  other  illustrations  or  with  the  rest 
of  the  book).  The  text  reflects  Chris 
Mead’s  enviable  ability  to  convey  his  infor- 
mation with  a skilful  combination  of  accu- 
rate detail,  a readable  writing  style  and 
considerable  wit. 

Birdwatching  in  Southern  Spain.  By 
Andy  Paterson.  (Golf  Area  SA,  1987.  157 
pages.  Paperback  £6.90)  A good  book  for 
birdwatchers  visiting  southern  Spain  has 
been  needed  for  many  years.  It  still  is.  Andv 
Paterson’s  book  is  a conglomeration  ofspecu- 
lative  comments  and  unchecked  statements, 
with  a few  well-known  facts  thrown  in,  which 
does  not  fill  this  empty  niche.  The  author 
claims  to  have  produced  a guide  for  visitors 
to  the  Costa  del  Sol,  but  misleads  with  the 
title  ‘ Southern  Spain  (what  happened  to 
Don  ana,  Odiel,  Cazorla  or  the  Cordoba 
lagoons?).  The  book  is  biased  towards  the 
author’s  patch  (a  twitcher’s  paradise  it 
seems);  omits  far-more-important  sites  (even 
those  close  to  the  Costa),  as  well  as  typical 
species  (what  happened  to  Audouin’s  Gull  in 
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the  null  section?);  and  unduly  emphasises 
some  species,  but  underestimates  others. 
Readers  would  be  frustrated  i!  they  planned  a 
birding  holiday  based  on  this  book  alone. 
[Stf.vf.  Hoi.i.idav  & Ci.ivk  Fini.ayson] 

Working  Bibliography  of  the  Peregrine 
Falcon.  By  Richard  D.  Porter,  M.  Alan 
Jenkins  and  Andrea  L.  Gaski.  (National 
Wildlife  Federation,  Washington,  1987. 
185  pages.  Paperback  $18.95,  plus  S2.75 
p&p)  Latest  in  the  NWF  series,  which 
already  includes  owls,  Golden  Eagle/genus 
Aquila  and  Bald  Eagle.  Lists,  by  authors, 
1,401  publications  on  or  including  Peregri- 
nes, with  cross-references  by  subject,  sub- 
species and  geographic  area.  Good  section 
on  Peregrine  systematics.  Valuable  refer- 
ence work.  [Mirk  Evf.rkti  ] 

A Birder’s  Guide  to  Japan.  By  Jane 
Washburn  Robinson.  (Ibis  Publishing 
Go.,  1987.  358  pages.  Paperback  US 
$14.95)  Essential  to  birders  visiting  Japan 
and  the  first  publication  in  English  to  treat 
important  birdwatching  sites  throughout 
the  entire  country.  Forty-six  sites/areas 
are  described  in  detail  under  sections 
including  transportation,  directions,  times 
to  visit,  food,  accommodation,  maps,  gene- 
ral information  and  through  the  presenta- 
tion of  57  site-maps.  Transportation  costs 
and  options  receive  detailed  treatment. 
The  lengthy  introductory  sections,  written 
in  a highly  expansive  anecdotal  style, 
include  much  useful  general  information, 
entertain  and  amuse.  A section  on  ‘good 
manners  and  meeting  Japanese’  will  criti- 
cally assist  smoother  interaction  with  the 
locals — normally  a minefield  of  misunder- 
standing for  visiting  Westerners.  Much  of 
the  book  appears  to  draw  upon  earlier, 
more  localised,  publications  on  the  subject 
by  Mark  Brazil,  which  have  not  been 
credited.  [Rod  Martins] 

The  Atlas  of  British  Birdlife.  By  Bob 
Scott.  (Hamlyn  Publishing/Country  Life 
Books,  Twickenham,  1987.  '208  pages. 
£15.00)  The  title  is  misleading  for  anyone 
who  is  used  to  what  we  have  come  to  know 
as  ‘bird  atlases’.  There  are  no  dot- 
distributions  here.  This  book  is  not  really 
designed  for  the  birdwatcher  who  has 
reached  the  level  of  being  a British  Birds 
reader.  It  is.  however,  a sophisticated,  clev- 
erly designed  and  excel lently  written  guide 
to  which  British  birds  you  can  see  at 
different  times  of  the  year  and  in  different 
parts  of  the  country.  (Despite  the  title,  the 


maps  do  all  include  Ireland,  and  three  pages 
are  devoted  to  Northern  Ireland  and  the 
Republic  of  Ireland  at  the  end  of  the  book.) 
As  a book  on  ‘where  to  go  and  what  you  are 
likely  to  see’,  this  would  be  a very  useful 
addition  to  the  small  library  of  a beginner 
birdwatcher  (this  book  does  not  cover  iden- 
tification or  the  behaviour  and  habits  of 
birds). 

The  Malay  Archipelago:  the  land  of  the 
orang-utan,  and  the  bird  of  paradise.  By 
Alfred  Russel  Wallace.  (OLJP.  1988.  838 
pages.  £27.50)  First  published  in  1889.  this  is 
a facsimile  reprint,  prefaced  by  a 20-page 
modern  introduction,  of ‘the  classic  work  on 
the  lamia  and  flora  and  peoples  of  the  area 
which  is  now  called  Indonesia’.  Wallace 
spent  the  years  1854-82  travelling  over 
20,000  km  through  the  region,  and  collecting 
over  125,000  specimens,  mainly  insects,  but 
including  2 1 2 species  ol  birds  new  to  science. 
In  this  fascinating  book,  based  on  his  field 
journals,  he  pioneered  the  study  of  zoo- 
geograph v.  noting  the  meeting  and  overlap  ol 
the  Oriental  and  Australasian  faunas  in  the 
zone  now  known  as  Wallaeea.  1 he  modern 
reader  can  but  marvel  at  and  enjov  vicari- 
ously this  very  remarkable  man’s  travels  in 
the  Victorian  heyday  of  natural  history 
exploration.  [I  \\  Dawson] 

Travel  Diaries  of  a Naturalist.  III.  By 
Peter  Scott.  Edited  byr  Miranda  Weston- 
Smith.  (Collins,  London,  1987.  223  pages. 
£17.50)  1 gave  very  favourable  reviews  to 
the  two  previous  volumes  in  this  series 
(Brit.  Birds  77:  132;  78:  488).  If  any  thing,  I 
found  this  third  volume  even  more  enjoy- 
able, since  it  includes  more  of  the  original 
notebook  entries  and  illustrations,  which 
are  a delight  to  the  eye.  In  these  extracts, 
covering  trips  to  Japan.  Indonesia,  Hong 
Kong,  China,  Mongolia,  the  Philippines, 
Malaysia,  Australia  and  New  Zealand,  the 
reader  shares  in  Sir  Peter  Scott's  excite- 
ments, disappointments  and  reactions  to  a 
whole  range  of  experiences  and  people.  Bv 
the  end  of  the  book,  there  have  been 
insights  not  onlv  into  the  places  visited, 
but  also  into  the  character  of  Sir  Peter 
himself,  and  his  lifestyle.  This  isn't  an 
essential  book  for  an  ornithological  lib- 
rary, but  it  is  an  excellent  browse  and  a 
splendid  bedtime  read.  The  illustrations 
(mostly  in  colour)  are  taken  from  the  origi- 
nal field  notebooks,  and  relate  mostly  to 
birds  and  fish,  but  also  to  other  animals  and 
plants. 
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Robin  Prytherch  and  Mike  Everett 

Opinions  expressed  in  this  feature  are  not  necessarily  those  of  ‘British  Birds’ 


Monofilament  nets  and  seabirds  We  have 
received  a note  from  Dave  Flumm  in  which 
he  describes  a harrowing  one-and-a-half 
hours,  during  which  he  witnessed  the  strug- 
gles of  many  Guillemots  Uria  aalge  and 
Razorbills  Alca  torda  caught  in  two  monofila- 
ment nets  in  Carbis  Bay,  St  Ives,  Cornwall. 
In  that  time  he  counted  536  drowned  auks 
(mostly  Razorbills)  and  two  Shags  Phalacro- 
corax  aristotelis.  Although  this  event  was 
publicised  by  the  news  media  at  the  time 
(early  February  1988),  we  feel  that  further 
comment  is  necessary.  Monofilament  nets 
are  so  fine  that  when  they  are  set  they 
become  practically  invisible  to  the  fish  they 
are  designed  to  catch;  they  are  invisible  also 
to  other  ‘valueless’  fish,  as  well  as  birds, 
dolphins  and  seals,  many  of  which  are  likely 
to  become  entangled.  The  nets  are  popular 
with  fishermen  because  of  their  high  level  of 
catching  efficiency;  but  surely  we  are  not 
prepared  to  accept  the  deaths  of  so  many 
birds  (and  other  creatures),  populations  of 
which  are  already  affected  by  other  forms  of 
pollution  at  sea,  as  part  of  the  price  of  such 
efficiency?  As  Dave  points  out,  there  have 
been  no  more  major  incidents  in  St  Ives  Bay 
since  then;  but  who  knows  how  many  birds 
end  up  in  monofilament  nets  out  of  sight  of 
land-based  observers?  This  quite  sickening 
episode  (which,  following  press  and  televi- 
sion coverage,  caused  instant  ‘cover-up’ 
action  the  next  day  when  bird  corpses  were 
placed  in  weighted  black  sacks  and  thrown 
overboard)  should  make  us  all  write  to  our 
MPs  in  an  effort  to  get  the  use  of  the  nets 
controlled  or  banned. 

Raptor  watchers  needed  in  Israel  If  you 

are  hooked  on  raptors,  you  will  be  aware  of 
the  potential  for  watching  the  thousands 
which  migrate  through  Israel.  The  Israel 
Raptor  Information  Center  is  planning  to 
survey  the  migration  at  Kfar  Kassem  during 
this  autumn.  They  expect  to  see  a total  of 
over  half  a million  Honey  Buzzards  Pemis 
apivorus,  Levant  Sparrowhawks  Accipiter 
brevipes  and  Lesser  Spotted  Eagles  Aquila 
pomarina,  to  mention  but  three  species. 
Experienced  birdwatchers  are  needed  and 
will  be  provided  with  accommodation  and 
some  money  for  food.  If  you  can  spend  at 
least  one  month  over  there,  write  with  the 


dates  you  could  be  available  and  a short 
curriculum  vitae  to  Dan  Alon,  Israel  Raptor 
Information  Center,  Har  Gilo  Field  Study 
Center,  Doar  Na  Tzafon  Yehuda  90907, 
Israel. 

Pagham  Harbour  and  wildfowlers  We 

have  no  doubt  that  many  readers  will  have 
visited  Pagham  Harbour  Nature  Reserve  at 
some  time,  possibly  on  many  occasions;  but 
those  who  rarely  go  to  this  internationally 
important  reserve  probably  do  not  realise 
that  it  is  still  shot  over  by  wildfowlers.  The 
local  population  are  opposed  to  the  con- 
tinuation of  the  shooting  and  are  to  draw  up 
a petition  to  the  local  council  in  the  hope  of 
obtaining  a ban.  If  you  would  like  to  support 
them,  write  with  your  objections  to:  the 
Secretary,  West  Sussex  County  Council, 
County  Hall,  Chichester,  West  Sussex. 

Birds  in  the  Yemen  Arab  Republic  This  is 
(he  official  report  of  the  1985  OSME  expedi- 
tion to  North  Yemen,  rather  different  from 
and  complementary  to  what  has  already- 
appeared  in  Sandgrouse9.  It  is  available,  price 
£4  including  p.  & p.,  from  OSME  (Yemen 
Report),  c/o  The  Lodge,  Sandy,  Bedford- 
shire SG19  2DI..  (Cheques  to  be  made  payable 
to  Ornithological  Society  of  the  Middle 
East.) 

Birds  of  Turkey  6 This  is  the  latest  in  a 
series  about  bird  areas  in  Turkey  and 
concerns  the  Yeni^aga  Gold,  a lake  in  the 
Upper  Yenice  area  of  the  western  Black  Sea 
region.  Brief  descriptions  are  given  of  the 
lake,  its  surroundings,  climate,  ornithologi- 
cal significance,  other  fauna,  human  activi- 
ties and  nature  conservation  problems.  The 
bulk  of  the  booklet  (19  of  32  pages)  is  given 
over  to  the  list  of  species  (183),  with  brief 
details  of  the  status  of  each  one.  To  obtain  a 
copy  send  £2  to  Dr  N.  Koch,  Wald- 
prechtsstr.  67,  D-7502,  ERG.  (Cheques  to  be 
made  payable  to  Max  Kasparek.) 

OBC  Third  AGM  More  than  130  people 
turned  up  for  the  Oriental  Bird  Club’s  third 
AGM  held  in  December  1987  at  the  Zoologi- 
cal Society  in  London.  The  meeting  began 
with  Paul  Andrew  sharing  his  expertise  on 
the  little-known  birds  of  Indonesia,  many  of 
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which  are  endemic.  Among  the  slides  were 
shots  of  the  paintings  which  were  published 
with  the  original  descriptions.  Paul’s  fasci- 
nating talk,  telling  how  many  of  these 
species  have  not  been  seen  for  decades,  will 
no  doubt  have  inspired  some  visits  in  the 
direction  of  Indonesia.  Adam  Gretton 
described  work  carried  out  by  the  Interna- 
tional Council  for  Bird  Preservation  last 
year  on  Gurney’s  Pitta  Pilta  gumeyi  in  Thai- 
land and  the  hours  he  spent  watching  at  the 
nest.  He  played  a tape  of  the  bird’s  distinc- 
tive call.  After  the  teabreak,  Frank  Rozen- 
daal,  over  from  Holland,  showed  his  excel- 
lent slides  of  a recent  trip  to  Sichuan 
Province,  China,  where  he  was  studying 
bush  warblers.  This  was  followed  by  the  film 
‘Crane  Hunters  of  Pakistan’  by  American 
film-maker  Steven  Landfried,  which 
explained  the  history  of  crane  catching  in 
North  West  Frontier  province  where 
Demoiselle  Anthropoides  virgo  and  Common 
Cranes  Gnu  gnu  are  caught  and  kept  as 
status  symbols.  The  film  looked  at  the 
efforts  of  the  Pakistan  Wildlife  Department 
to  convey  a conservation  message  to  catch- 
ers, and  to  enforce  the  laws  against  crane 
catching. 

OBC  Chairman  Richard  Grimmett 
announced  that  in  1987  the  Club  had  over 
620  members  from  36  countries,  including 
17  in  Europe  and  13  in  the  Orient.  He 
reported  that  during  the  year  OBC’s  Con- 
servation Fund  has  supported  research  on 
Gurney’s  Pitta  and  the  publication  of  a 
report  on  the  status  and  conservation  of 
forest  birds  in  Thailand  by  Phil  Round, 
which  will  soon  be  available  from  ICBP.  The 
comfortable  and  excellent  facilities  of  the 
new  venue  were  appreciated  by  all  those 
who  have  squeezed  into  the  Finsbury  Lib- 
rary for  previous  AGMs.  The  Christmas 
raffle,  which  included  a year’s  free  subscrip- 
tion to  British  Birds , raised  £101  for  the  OBC 
Conservation  Fund.  The  OBC  can  be  con- 
tacted c/o  The  Lodge,  Sandy,  Bedfordshire, 
SGI 9 2l)l..  ( Contributed  by  Helen  Taylor ) 

Fiendish  Finns  foiled  In  an  expose  in  the 
Nigerian  newspaper  National  Concord,  the  real 
reasons  for  bird-ringing  have  been  revealed. 


We  quote:  ‘News  of  “strange  bird”  (ringed) 
flying  into  the  country  from  other  parts  of 
the  world  provides  one  with  food  for 
thought.  Once  of  such  news  appeared  at  the 
back  page  of  National  Concord  of  Monday  30th 
November  1987.  I am  at  a loss  to  understand 
why  these  “strange  birds”  prefer  to  fly  to 
Nigeria  over-flying  all  other  African  nations 
with  similar  atmospheric  weather  condi- 
tions. Is  Nigeria  becoming  an  epidemic 
nation  of  “strange  birds”  invested?  The 
Embassy  of  Finland  claimed  that  the  strange 
birds  did  not  escape  from  any  Zoo  in 
Finland  but  he  asserted  that  the  birds  were 
specifically  caught  by  scientist  fitted  with 
special  rings  on  the  legs.  In  that  wise 
therefore,  I would  like  to  ask  this  question; 
“From  where  are  these  scientists?  Is  the 
embassy  telling  us  Nigerians  that  the  scien- 
tists are  from  Finland  prospecting  possible 
spying  birds  on  our  land?” 

‘Awake  Nigeria,  these  birds  could  be  spy 
birds  since  they  were  fitted  with  “special 
rings"  with  other  possible  equipment  hid- 
den in  their  stomach  or  body  thereby 
intercepting/transmitting  coded  messages 
from  any  of  the  government  bodies  i.e.  State 
House,  The  Army,  Police,  Naval  and  the 
likes  since  these  birds  movements  could  be 
successfully  controlled/monitored  from 
their  country  of  origin.  Though  I am  not  an 
expert  but  I presume  that  the  so-called 
“special  rings”  could  magnatize  sophisti- 
cated message  and/or  information  equip- 
ment.’ 

We  are  grateful  to  D.  H.  Phillips,  who 
spotted  this  item  and  felt  that  it  deserved  a 
wider  audience. 

Another  gaff  Richard  White  has  sent  us  an 
article  from  Portsmouth’s  The  News  in  which 
Richard  Williams  tells  readers  that  Ravens 
are  not  birds  of  doom  and  death,  but  are 
thrilling  to  watch  and  are  good  . . . even  in 
spring  when  ‘the  pair  will  by  then  be  feeding 
three  or  four  red  grapes’.  We  wondered  if 
the  sub-editor  is  a vegetarian? 

Change  of  County  Recorder  Wends  Mat- 
tingley,  Cluny  House,  Aberfeldy,  Perthshire 
PHI5  2JT,  has  taken  over  from  E.  D.  Cameron 
as  Recorder  for  Tavside  (Perth  & Kinross). 


^>rUcntp-fiUf  pears  ago... 


‘When  the  inquiry  now  in  progress  was  being  formulated,  it  was  recognized  that  the  Land- 
Rail  formed  a special  case  by  itself,  for  the  following  reasons:  (1)  a decrease  in  the  abstract 
was  already  prosed  for  a considerable  area;  (2)  the  decrease  had  been  going  on  for  a long 
time;  (3)  many  of  the  details  svere  already  known  to  mans  people,  and  they  only  svanted 
systematically  collecting  and  collating.'  (Brit.  Birds  7:  5,  June  1913) 


Monthly  marathon 

The  bird  in  plate  88  was  clearly  a swan  Cygnus 
but  which?  Entrants  named  it  as: 

Bewick’s  Swan  Cygnus columbianus  (77%) 

Whooper  Swan  C.  cygnus  ( 1 2%) 

Mute  Swan  C.  olor  (10%) 

Trumpeter  Swan  C.  buccinator  (1%) 

Despite  its  head  and  bill  being  turned  away, 
so  that  identification  had  to  be  based  mainly  on 
structural  evidence,  particularly  the  relative  length  and  thickness  of  the 
neck  in  comparison  with  the  body  size,  the  majority  of  competitors 
identified  it  correctly.  This  Bewick’s  Swan  was  one  of  a flock 
photographed  by  Robin  Williams  in  Somerset  in  December  1978. 

Of  our  two  leading  contenders,  E.  Brodie  unfortunately  plumped  for  the 
wrong  swan,  but  Anthony  McGeehan  got  it  right,  and  so  now  moves  on  to 
achieve  a six-in-a-row  sequence  of  correct  answers,  and  has  just  four  to  go 
to  win  the  SUNBIRD  birdwatching  holiday  in  Asia,  Africa  or  North 
America.  A further  94  competitors  are  chasing  him,  all  with  two  right,  and 
a much  larger  group  with  just  one  correct  answer  so  far.  A single  mistake 
by  Anthony  McGeehan  and  the  competition  will  once  again  be  wide  open. 
What’s  that  bird  in  plate  159?  Send  in  your  answer  now. 


Sponsored  by 


159.  Second  ‘Monthly  marathon’  competition.  Photograph  number  14.  Identify  the  species. 
Read  the  rules  on  page  49  in  the  January  1988  issue,  then  send  in  your  answer  on  a postcard  to 
Monthly  Marathon,  Fountains,  Park  Lane,  Blunham,  Bedford  MK44  3NJ,  to  arrive  by  15th 

July  1988 
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February  reports 


Ian  Dawson  and  Keith  Allsopp 

These  are  largely  unchecked  reports,  not  authenticated  records. 

Unless  otherwise  stated,  dates  refer  to  February  1988. 

The  mild  winter  weather  continued  into  February.  .4  series  of  depressions  tracked  eastward  to  the  north,  with 
active  fronts  moving  rapidly  across  all  districts.  .4  warm  anticy  clone  dei'eloped  in  mid  Atlantic  from  16th.  but 
the  consequent  shift  to  more  northerly  winds  did  not  result  in  much  cooler  air  temperatures  until  23rd.  when 
Arctic  air  was  dwelled  southward.  This  airstream  pattern  persisted  until  the  end  of  the  month,  bringing  snow 
to  northern  hilly  districts. 


Aythya  one  or  the  other 

It  is  remarkable  how  soon  after  a species  has  occurred  for  the  first  time  in 
Britain  and  Ireland  that  more  follow.  Although  a "difficult  species, 
birdwatchers  have  long  been  aware  of  the  possibility  of  the  arrival  of 
Lesser  Scaups  Aythya  qffrnis , and  a number  of  Aythya  hybrids  have  in  the 
past  been  claimed  as  that  species.  Following  the  sighting  at  Chasewater 
(Staffordshire)  last  winter,  an  adult  male  has  now  turned  up  on  Lough 
Corbet  (Co.  Down).  This  site  held  a female  Ring-necked  Duck  A.  collaris 
all  month,  and  an  obvious  Aythya  hybrid  was  also  present  until  12th.  On 
13th,  however,  the  genuine  article  arrived,  sometimes  commuting  to 
Hillsborough  a few  kilometres  away,  and  remaining  into  March.  Perhaps 
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there  has  been  a real  increase  or  spread  in  North  America,  or  maybe  the 
two  seen  this  side  of  the  Atlantic  are  one  and  the  same. 


Divers  to  herons 

There  was  a good  count  of  26  Black- 
throated  Divers  Gavia  arctica  off  Bally- 
vaughan  (Co.  Clare)  on  21st,  while  White- 
billed Divers  G.  aclamsii,  once  very  rare, 
appeared  for  an  extended  stay  off  St  Ives 
(Cornwall)  from  8th,  and  the  Whalsay  Ferry 
(Shetland)  individual  was  ‘showing  very 
well’  ofTSymbister  in  this  its  tenth  winter  in 
Shetland  waters.  The  Kenfig  Pool  (Mid 
Glamorgan)  Pied-billed  Grebe  Podilymbus 
podiceps  remained  throughout,  and  Red- 
necked Grebes  Podiceps  grisegena  were  well 
scattered,  with  two  reaching  Ireland. 


Strong  winds  on  9th  pushed  5,000  Ful- 
mars Fulmarus  glacialis  per  hour  past  Strum- 
ble  head  (Dyfed),  while,  a week  previously,  a 
Storm  Petrel  Hydrobates  pelagicus  off  New 
Passage  (Avon)  for  15  minutes  was  a most 
unseasonal  find.  Gannets  Sit  la  bassana  were 
watched  streaming  past  Eyemouth  (Bor- 
ders) at  the  rate  of  2,300  per  hour  on  1 7th. 
There  was  a small  local  influx  of  about  a 
dozen  Shags  Phalacrocorax  atislotelis  late  in  the 
month  into  the  southeast  English  midlands, 
six  or  seven  of  these  in  Cambridgeshire. 

A Little  Egret  Egret  la  garzetta  could  regu- 
larly be  found  in  Poole  Harbour  (Dorset), 
and  the  venerable  Glossy  Ibis  Plegadis  falci- 


nellus  continued  to  please  afternoon  obser- 
vers at  Stodmarsh  (Kent).  Two  Spoonbills 
Platalea  leucorodia  remained  on  the  l aw  Estu- 
ary' (Devon). 


Wildfowl 


Following  the  good  numbers  of  inland 
White-fronted  Geese  Anser  albifrons  earlier  in 
the  winter,  1 1 remained  at  Swarkestone 
(Derbyshire)  until  20th,  and  37  were  with 
Pinkfeet  A.  brachyrhynchus  at  Marshside 
(Lancashire/Merseyside).  A Lesser  White- 
fronted  Goose  A.  erythropus  could,  with 
considerable  patience,  be  found  at  Slim- 
bridge  (Gloucestershire).  Two  Snow  Geese 
A.  caerulescens  were  still  to  be  seen  on  Islay 
(Strathclyde),  and  another  was  on  Wexford 
Slobs  (Co.  Wexford).  Two  Brent  Geese 
Branta  bemicla  of  the  race  nigricans  were  on  the 
Irish  east  coast,  while  the  Cley/Sallhouse 
(Norfolk)  individual  was  joined  briefly  by  a 
second  on  5th;  and  their  rare  relative,  the 
Red-breasted  Goose  B.  nijicollis,  was  also 
still  present. 

There  were  only  three  each  of  American 
Wigeons  Anas  americana  and  Teals  ,4.  crecca 
of  the  Nearctic  race  carolinensis:  in  the  ratio 
2:1,  Ireland  : England.  Thrapston  and 
Ringstead  Gravel-pits  (Northamptonshire) 
played  alternate  hosts  to  the  Falcated  Duck 
A.falcata,  while  an  early  sign  of  summer  was 
the  young  drake  Garganey  ,4.  querqaedida 
found  wearing  a BTO  ring  at  Slimbridge  on 
14th. 
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February  reports 


Four  Ring-necked  Ducks,  two  of  each 
sex,  and  some  half  dozen  or  so  Ferruginous 
Ducks  Aythya  nyroca  remained  at  regular 
wintering  sites.  Similarly,  there  were  two 
regular  drake  King  Eiders  Somateria  spectabi- 
lis  on  the  east  coast  of  Scotland,  plus  another 
one  or  two  males,  along  with,  less  usually,  a 
female,  in  Shetland.  Around  a dozen  inland 
Long-tailed  Ducks  Clangula  hyemalis  were 
perhaps  more  than  usual,  while  Surf  Sco- 
ters Melanitta  perspicillata  included  two  each 
in  Ireland  and  Wales,  and  three  together  in 
Gosford  Bay  (Lothian). 


Raptors  to  waders 

In  a good  winter  for  Red  Kites  Milvus  milvus 
outside  their  usual  restricted  area  of  Wales, 
another  three  came  to  our  notice.  In  con- 
trast, there  were  few  reports  of  Rough- 
legged Buzzards  liuteo  lagopus,  three  of  the 
half  dozen  predictably  being  in  East  Anglia. 

After  the  exceptionally  mild  winter,  many 
waders  returned  early  to  their  breeding 
grounds.  Four  Avocets  Recurvirostra  avosetta 
were  back  at  Holme  (Norfolk)  on  16th,  and 
Golden  Plovers  Pluvialis  apricaria  and  Cur- 
lews Numenius  arquata  had  returned  to  the 
Derbyshire  moors  and  uplands  of  southeast 
Scotland.  A Dotterel  Charadrius  morinellus 
appeared  at  Holkham  (Norfolk)  from  '24th, 
and  a Whimbrel  N.  phaeopus  at  Tyninghame 
(Lothian)  on  27th  was  the  earliest  ever  in 
that  region.  There  was  a big  count  of  504 
Snipes  Gallinago  gallinago  at  Sandwich  Bay 


(Kent)  on  20th.  Spotted  Sandpipers  Actitis 
macularia  remained  at  Seaview  (Isle  of 
Wight)  and  on  the  Plym  Estuary  (Devon); 
and  there  were  three  scattered  reports  of 
Grey  Phalaropes  Phalaropusjulitarius , includ- 
ing two  off  Fleetwood  (Lancashire)  on  9th. 

Skuas  to  auks 

Half  a dozen  Great  Skuas  Stercorariiis  skua 
appeared  on  seawatches  at  well-scattered 
locations  and  dates.  Good  numbers  of 
Mediterranean  Gulls  l.arus  rnelanucephalus 
included  more  than  a dozen  inland.  As  one 
would  expect,  Ring-billed  Gulls  /..  delauar- 
ensis  showed  a much  more  westerly  bias, 
with  minima  of  seven  in  Ireland,  two  in 
Wales,  five  in  Scotland  and  twelve  in  Eng- 
land: all  in  the  west.  Little  Gulls  /..  minutus 
also  favoured  the  west,  with  more  than  300 
taking  refuge  along  the  coast  of  northwest 
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England  during  gales  on  9th.  An  adult 
Laughing  Gull  L.  atricilla  at  Penmaenmawr 
(Gwynedd)  for  a few  days  from  11th 
remained  elusive,  and  a first-winter  Bona- 
parte’s Gull  L.  Philadelphia  was  at  Porth- 
scatho  (Cornwall)  around  6th. 

The  total  of  60  or  so  Iceland  Gulls  L. 
glaucoides  was  inflated  by  20  at  Ullapool 
(Highland)  and  ten  at  Killybegs  (Co.  Done- 
gal), while  one  of  the  Nearctic  race,  kumlieni, 
remained  at  Banff  (Grampian).  Ullapool 
and  Killybegs  held  similar  numbers  of 
'Glaucous  Gulls  L.  hyperboreus.  More  specta- 
cular was  the  adult  Ross’s  Gull  Rhodostelhia 
rosea  found  in  Galway  Bay  (Co.  Galway) 
from  28th. 


February  reports 

Appropriately,  Sandwich  Terns  Sterna 
sandvicensis  were  at  Sandwich  on  6th  and 
21st,  and  a Forster’s  Tern  S.J'orsteri  was  seen 
again  on  Anglesey.  The  strong  winds  in  the 
early  part  of  the  month  caused  some  mortal- 
ity of  Little  Auks  Alle  alle : of  50  reported, 
more  than  40  occurred  in  the  first  12  days, 
28  of  these  picked  up  exhausted,  and  all  but 
three  in  the  west;  the  few  later  records 
showed  a more  easterly  bias. 

Passerines 

The  first  Sand  Martin  Riparia  riparia  braved 
the  Devon  air  over  Honiton  on  22nd,  and 
last  month’s  Swallow  Hirundo  rastica  at  Bro- 
meswell  (Suffolk)  survived  to  at  least  8th. 


160.  Spotted  Sandpiper  Actitis  macularia,  Devon,  February  1988  (Richard  G.  Smith) 


161.  White-billed  Diver  Gavia  adamsii,  Cornwall,  February  1988  (Richard  G.  Smith) 
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162.  Pied-billed  Grebe  Podilymbus  podiceps,  Mid  Glamorgan,  February  1988  (Howard  Xicholls) 


^ 4$ 

163.  Ring-necked  Duck  Aythya  collaris  and  Little  Grebe  Tachybaptus  rujicoUis,  Clwvd,  February 

1988  (Steve  Young) 

164.  Ring-billed  Lams  delawarensis  and  Black-headed  Gulls  L.  ridibundus,  Co.  Down.  February 

1988  (Jack  Matins) 
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February  reports 

Another  early  migrant  was  a Pied  Wagtail 
Motacilla  alba  on  The  Skerries  (Shetland)  on 
16th.  In  a very  poor  winter  for  the  species,  a 
solitary  Waxwing  Bombycilla  garrulus  at 
Broughton  Astley  (Leicestershire)  was  a star 
attraction  from  20th.  Dippers  Cinclus  cinclus 
of  the  nominate  black-bellied  race  were  at 
Sopwell  (Hertfordshire)  for  at  least  the  first 
half  of  the  month,  and  Thorington  Street 
(Suffolk)  from  21st  to  26th.  At  least  seven 
Blackcaps  Sylvia  at/icapilla  at  Berrow  (Som- 
erset) on  28th  perhaps  indicated  a move- 
ment of  wintering  birds,  and  the  Yellow- 
browed  Warbler  Phylloscopus  inomatus  at 
Ashby  de  la  Zouch  (Leicestershire)  man- 
aged to  survive  all  month.  Only  a couple  of 
new  Great  Grey  Shrikes  Lanius  excubitor 
appeared.  A flock  of  200  Twites  Carduelis 
flavirostris  was  inland  at  Gladhouse 
(Lothian),  and  26  spent  the  month  on 
Walney  Island  (Cumbria).  Numbers  of  Lap- 
land  Buntings  Calcarius  lapponicus  w'ere  well 
down  compared  with  earlier  in  the  winter, 
though  there  were  notable  inland  records  at 
Williamthorpe  (Derbyshire)  on  20th,  and 
three  at  Anglers  Country  Park  (West  York- 
shire) around  the  same  time. 

165.  Waxwing  Bombycilla  garrulus,  Leicester- 
shire, February  1988  (J.  B.  Higgott ) 


Recent  reports 


Compiled  by  Mark  Boyd 

This  summary  covers  the  period  18th  April  to  15th  May  1988 


Pied-billed  Grebe  Podilymbus  podiceps  Glen- 
columcille  (Co.  Donegal),  end  April. 
Squacco  Heron  Ardeola  ralloides  River  Slaney, 
near  Wexford  (Co.  Wexford),  20th-28th 
April. 

Stone-curlew  Burhinus  oedicnemus  Cape  Clear 
Island  (Co.  Cork),  10th  May. 

Greater  Sand  Plover  Charadrius  leschenaullii 
Dawlish  Warren  (Devon),  27th  April  to  at 
least  4th  May. 

Caspian  Tern  Sterna  caspia  Northwich 
(Cheshire),  8th  May;  Nuneaton  (Warwick- 
shire), 8th  May;  Winthorpe  (Nottingham- 
shire), from  9th  May;  Minsmere  (Suffolk), 
1 1th  May. 

Lesser  Crested  Tern  Sterna  bengalensis  Fame 
Islands  (Northumberland),  from  13th  May. 
Red-rumped  Swallow  Hirundo  daurica  Near 
Wexford,  two  during  15th-29th  April; 


Bough  Beech  Reservoir  (Kent),  23rd  April; 
Sandwich  Bay  (Kent),  two  on  26th  April; 
Stodmarsh  (Kent),  28th  April. 

Thrush  Nightingale  Luscinia  luscinia  Dunge- 
ness  (Kent),  11th  May;  Sandwich  Bay,  15th 
May;  Blakeney  Point  (Norfolk),  15th  May. 
Daurian  Redstart  Phoenicurus  auwreus  Isle  of 
May  (Fife),  29th-30lh  April,  when  died. 
Moussier’s  Redstart  Phoenicurus  moussieri 
Strumble  Head  (l)yfed),  27th  April. 
Black-eared  Wheatear  Oenanthe  hispanica 
Bewl  Bridge  Reservoir  (Kent),  5th  May. 
Savi’s  Warbler  Locustc/la  luscinioides  Ballycot- 
ton  (Co.  Cork),  from  1st  May. 

Sardinian  Warbler  Sylvia  melanocephala  St 
Agnes  (Scilly),  lOth-llth  May. 

Bonelli's  Warbler  Phylloscopus  bonelli  Broad- 
stairs  (Kent),  12th  May;  Blakeney  Point, 
14th  May. 


VERY  FEW  PEOPLE 
HAVE  SEEN  A 
DARTFORD  WARBLER 
CLOSE  UP 

THEY’RE  TOO  BUSY 
FOCUSING  THEIR 
BINOCULARS. 


To  TV  viewers,  Bill  Oddie  is  recog 
nized  as  an  outstanding  comedy  writer 
and  actor. 

But  to  ornithologists,  he's  as  well 
known  as  a serious  and  skilled  bird 
watcher  He  uses  Leica  Trinovid  10  x 40 
BA's  We  asked  him  why 

"I  judge  binoculars  by  how  little 
they  interfere  with  the  process  of  watch- 
ing. My  Leica  binoculars  - how  can  I 
put  it  - I'm  not  conscious  I'm  using  them 
They  are  the  most  natural  binoculars. 
I've  found  natural  colours,  perfect 
balance,  brilliant  clarity  and  definition 
And  quite  a lot  lighter  than  they  look!' 

All  of  which  would  suggest,  if  you're 
serious  about  birdwatching,  you  should 
watch  out  for  our  Trinovid  7x42, 10  x40 
and  8 x40  binoculars 

They're  a breed  apart 


(D31 


r information  and  a list  of  Leica  and  Trinovid  Specialists,  write  or  telephony  Leica.  PO  Box  10 

ntingford.  Herts  SC9  9BT  Telephone  (0S82)  404040  or.  outside  office  hours.  404051  THE  CHOICE  OF  THE  ELITE 
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Binder 

It’s  so  easy  and  tidy  with  the  British  Birds  Binder  to 
file  your  copies  away.  Each  binder  is  designed  to 
hold  twelve  issues  and  the  index,  and  is  attractively 
bound  and  blocked  with  the  British  Birds  logo. 

Each  issue  is  held  in  place  by  a removable  metal  rod. 
So,  you  can  use  a binder  to  store  the  current  year’s 
issues  as  they  arrive,  or  to  hold  a complete  volume 
for  your  bookshelves. 

Price  UK  £6.95  including  postage  & packing. 

Why  not  place  your  order  now?  (BB547) 

Please  use  the  British  BirdShop  order  form. 


Talk  to  A.  R.  Hawkins 
L about  Binoculars! 

( PHONE  US  FOR  ^ 

Best  Makes.  Q 

I Largest  Stocks. 

< Fastest  Service. 

By  return 
Despatch  and 
^ree  Advice.  ^ 

SAVE  ££££s  - BE  WISE  - BUY  FROM  BRITAIN’S  BINOCULAR/TELESCOPE 
SPECIALISTS  - ORDER  BY  POST  OR  PHONE  IN  COMPLETE  CONFIDENCE 


ZEISS  WEST 

10X40  BGATDialyl 
S/Focus 

10  x 40  B Dialyt  S/Focus 
8x30  BGAT 
7x42  BGA  T Dialyt 
8x56 BGAT  Dialyt 
8 x 20  B Mini  Dialyt 
10  x 25  B Mini  Dialyt 
1 5 x 60  GA  5 

Phone  your  order  with  Visa/Access 
for  same  day  dispatch1 
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SWIFT 

35X44  New  Audubon 
7 5 x 42  Osprey  with  case 


£171.95 
£139  95 


ZEISS  JENA 

7 X 40  BGA  new  model 
8x30Jenoplem 

8 x 30  Deltrmlem 
8 x 32  Nolarem 

8 x 50B  Odarem 
7x50Jenoplem 
10x40  Nolarem 
10x50Jenoplem 
10x50Dekarem 
12  x 50  Dodecarem 


£230  00 
£47.95 
£55  95 
£120  00 
£185  00 
£64  95 
£176  00 
£69  95 
£88  95 
£203  45 


OPTOLYTH  ALPIN 

Superb  lightweight  Models  from  W 

Germany  at  sensible  prices 

8 x 30  BGA  Alpm 

£186  00 

8 x 40  BGA  Alpin 

£200  00 

10x40  BGA 

£205  00 

10x50  BGA  Alpin 

£221  00 

12x50  BGA  Alpin 

£225  00 

7x42  BGA  Alpin 

£207  00 

MIRADOR 

7X42B 

£125  00 

7x42  BGA  R/Armoured 

£129  00 

8 x 42  B 

£119  00 

8x42  BGA  R/Armoured 

£125  00 

10  x 42  B 

£125  00 

10  x 42  BGA  R/Armoured 

£129  00 

10x50  BGA  R/Armoured 

£145  00 

All  Mirador  are  supplied  with 

cases  and  ralnguard 

BRESSER 

A new  range  of  quality,  lightweight 

root  prism  binoculars,  complete  with 

sports  case 

8x32  BGA  linear 

£123  00 

8x42  BGA  Linear 

£126  00 

10x42  BGA  linear 

£131  00 

7x42  BGA  Diorit 

£230  00 

10x42  BGA  Diorit 

£240  00 

TELESCOPES 

Nikon  F leldscope  20  x 60  ED  £489  00 

Nikon  Eyepieces  15  x 30  x 40  x 60  x 

£64  95 

Kpwa  TSN1  Body  £234.95 

Kowa  TSN2  Body  £223.95 

Kowa  TSN3  Body  £439.95 

Kowa  TSN4  Body  £428.95 

Kowa  TSN  20  x W 'A  Eyepiece  £68.95 

Kowa  TSN  25  x 40  x Eyepieces  £44  95 

Kowa  TSN  20-60  Zoom  £98.95 

Oplolylh  TBS  80  £320.00 

Oplolylh  TB  80  £344.00 

Eyepieces  Oplolylh  TB  20  x WW  £88 
20  x W £56  30  x £57  40  x £58 


Oplolylh  30x75 
Oplolylh  30  x 80 
Oplicron  Piccolo  15-60x60 
Oplicron  Classic  22-47  x 75 
Oplicron  20-60x60  HR 
Spacemasler  15-45  x 60 
and  case 

Kowa  TS9  20  x 50 
Mirador  Merlin  25  x 60 
KowaTS602 
Kowa  TS  20-60  Zoom 
Habichl  23x70  BGA 


£318  00 
£353.00 
£152  00 
£157  00 
£193  00 

£219  00 
£89  95 
£99  95 
£169  95 
£93  00 
£216  00 


A R HAWKINS 


TRIPODS 

Oplicron  Tripod 
Slik  D2  Tripod 
Silk  88  Black  Diamond 
Slik  Cameraman 
Slik  Mini  450  G 
Tripod  Carrying  Slrap 
Car  Window  Mounl 
Universal  Mounl 
Haw  3-in- 1 Hide  Clamp 


£59  70 
£69  95 
£75.95 
£49.95 
£23  95 
£6.95 
£21.95 
£21.95 
£36  95 


ORDER  HOW  tor  “By  Return” 
Dispatch,  Binoculars  and 
Telescopes  £2.50p  post  and 
insurance  send  cheque  or 
Visa/Access  accepted  by 
phone!  Stamps  (50ni  For 
illustrated  Discount  Price  List 
and  Coloured  Brochures  on 
over  200  Models 

CALLERS  WELCOME! 

Our  Showrooms  are  only  7 
minutes  from  Ml  Exit  15  or  16 
and  2 min.  walk  from  railway. 

Early  closing  Thursday  1 p.m. 
Prices  correct  9th  May  1988 
subject  to  change  availability. 


N’PTON 


LTD 


9 MAREFAIR 

NORTHAMPTON  NN1  1SR 
TELEPHONE  0604/39674 


(D316) 


(BLACK 

iUBBER) 


AN>, 


only  £49.95 


Pa  a 


cocus  on  The  Specialists 

.fhitSEWILLS0,^opoOOL' 

we  FOCAL  CENTRE  OF  BRITAIN 


BRAND  NEW  DESIGNER  LOOK 
AVAILABLE  IN  8x32,  8x40,  10x40 
SMOOTH  BLACK  RUBBER  ARMOURED  FINISH 
. CLOSE  FOCUS  DOWN  TO  16'  - IDEAL  BIRD 
WATCHERS  GLASS 
FOLD  BACK  RUBBER  EYECUPS 
(IDEAL  FOR  SPECTACLE  WEARERS) 

FULLY  COATED  OPTICS 
CASE,  STRAPS,  CAPS,  POLISHING  CLOTH 


5000  TWITCHER’  SERIES 


SPEC: 

8x32 

8x40 

10x40 


R.R.P. 

59.95 

64.95 

69.95 


OFFER 

PRICE 

49.95! 

54.95! 

59.95! 


7 DAY  MONEY  BACK  GUARANTEE  IF  NOT  FULLY 
SATISFIED.  BUY  CONFIDENTLY  BY  POST  OR  PHONE 


COMPACT  FOLDING  - 
RUBBER  ARMOURED 

SUPERB  QUALITY  - ROCK  BOTTOM  PRICE. 
STAR  FEATURES... 

8x21 


• ROOF  PRISM  TECHNOLOGY 
■ FULLY  COATED  OPTICS 

• POCKET  SIZED  - TAKE  THEM  ANYWHERE' 

• COMPLETE  WITH  POUCHCASE 


' i 

( 


X' 


\ 


As  soon  as  a 
visitor  sets 
foot  we’ll  have 
it  in  print. 


'V 


At  times,  the  joys  of  birdwatching  can  be  mixed  with  more  than 
. a little  frustration.  How  often  have  you  travelled  miles,  only  to 
find  that  the  bird  has  flown?  Bird  Watching  is  the  magazine  that 
does  the  legwork  for  you.  Month  by  month  it  keeps  you  fully 
informed  on  where  to  go,  which  birds  can  be  spotted  and  how  to  get 

the  best  sightings. 

So  write  in  for  a FREE  sample  issue  now!  Just  fill  in  the  coupon. 


' 

W 


TJT.C 

Kmnimn 

i — r 


(D337) 

■ i ~ i — r 


Send  to:  Bird  Watching  Marketing  Department,  Bretton  Court,  Bretton, 
Peterborough,  PE3  8DZ. 

Please  send  me  a free  sample  of  Bird  Watching. 


Name  . . 
Address 


Post  Code 
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* SLIK  TRIPODS  ★ 

HABICHT  ★ 

BRESSER  ★ MIRADOR  * 

MINOLTA  ★ 

★ VIVITAR  * RUSSIAN  * 

★ WE  WILL  MATCH  ANY  GENUINE  PRICE  ★ 

Acce«s/Visa/Credit  Charge.  Post  Er  Packing  please  add  £2.50.  Prices  correct  1.4.88 

- Prices  subject  to  availability  - Open  Sundays  10am  - 6pm  for  the  summer 

ZEISS  WEST 

SWIFT  Supplied  with  Case  & Strap 

Please  phone  for  latest  prices 

Belmont  8 x 40 

£.56. 

8 x 20  B and  Pouch 

....  £189 

Belmont  10  x 50 

£.59. 

10  x 25  B and  Pouch 

£209. 

Belmont  12  x 50 

£.62. 

8 x 30  B and  K Case 

£379. 

Red  Spot  8 x 32 

£.69. 

8x30  BGACFEr  Pouch... 

£379. 

Red  Spot  8 x 40 

£.98. 

8 x 56  B.G.  AT  & Case 

£544. 

Red  Spot  10  x 50 

£.99. 

7 x 42  B.G.  AT  Er  Case 

£442. 

Blue  Spot  9 x 42 

£100. 

10x40  BT  Er  K Case 

£463. 

Blue  Spot  10  x 42 

£325. 

10x40  BGACFEr  Pouch... 

£469. 

Trilyte  Rubber  10  x 40 . . 

£325. 

Trilyte  10  x 40 

£124. 

Osprey  7.5  x 42 

£139. 

ZEIS8  EAST 

Audubon  8.5  x 44 

£169. 

Very  good  value  with  Hard  Case 

8 x 30  Jenoptem £ .44. 

8 x 30  Deltrintem £.54. 

10  x 50  Jenoptem £.65. 

10  x 50  Dekarem £.85. 

8 x 32  Notarem £1.15. 

10  x 40  Notarem £350. 

8 x 50  Nobilem £340. 

8 x 50  Octarem £180. 

12  x 50  Dodecarem .£210. 


APLERBUCK  are  high  quality  light  weight 
Japanese  Binoculars.  Supplied  with  Case  and 
lifetime  guarantee. 

Adlerbllck  8 x 42 £320. 

Adlerblick  8 x 42  Armour £336. 

Adlerblick  10  x 42 £325. 

Adlerblick  10  x 42  Armour £344. 

Adlerblick  10  x 50 £339. 

Adlerblick  10  x 50  Armour £3  59. 

MIRADOR 

Merlin  18  x 60 £.  89. 

Merlin  18x-40x  and  60 £124. 

Major  60m  Body  Er  Fixed £152. 

Major  60m  Body  & Zoom £3  79. 

Major  50m  Rubber  Er  Fixed £349. 

Major  50m  Rubber  Er  Zoom £376. 

BUSHNELL  SPACEMASTER 

Body  and  Zoom PHONE. 

Body  and  Fixed PHONE. 

BAUSH  ft  LQMB 

Discoverer PHONE. 


TELESCOPES 

KOWA 

TSN1  Body... 

TSN2  Body... 

TSN3  Body... 

TSN4  Body... 

20x  Wide 

25x  and  40x. . . 

Zoom  TSN 

Photo  Adapter. 

TS601 
TS602 
25x  and  40x 
20x  Wde. . 

Zoom  601 . . 


PLEASE 

PHONE 

FOR 

PACKAGE 

PRICES 


,.£232. 
.£222. 
. £435. 
. £425. 
.£.67. 
,.£.44. 
,.£.  99. 
,.£.66. 
. £.185. 
.£.165. 
..£.41. 
.£.47. 
.£.93. 


I 1/  [”  JO  /JT  Professional  & Retail  Photographers 

ALI of Tkm&tT&TUCV 

Wf  . 0 St.  Thomas  Street  1 SCARBOROUGH  • von  idu  Tel.  (072 1)  )bs024 


CD 

CO 

CO 

Q 


If  you  see  this  logo 

on  any  advertisement  you  can  be  sure 
that  the  product  is  reliable,  value  for 
money  and  of  top  quality.  It  will  have 
been  carefully  assessed  by  the  editors 
and  readers  of  the  monthly  magazine 
‘British  Birds’  (bB3I4) 
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British  Birds 

is  most  grateful  to  those 
companies  which  support 
the  magazine  by  their 
sponsorship: 

Sponsors  of 
the 

Rarities  Committee 


Sponsors  of 
‘Monthly 
marathon  ’ 

Christopher  Helm  Sponsors  of 

and  ‘ Bird 

Collins  T Photograph 

of  the  Year  ’ 

Sponsors  of 
‘ Bird 

Illustrator  oj 

the  Year'  ' "lescoP“ 


(ffauff 


West  Germany 


ANNOUNCING 

RAPTOURS 

Join  Bill  Clark, 
author  of  N.Am. 
raptor  guide 
on  a raptor 
watching  tour. 

★ Oct  88  Israel  (&  Cyprus). 
Eleonora's  & Sooty  Falcons 
4-  raptor  migration 

★ Dec  88  S.  Texas 
Winter  Raptor 
Workshop 

★ Jan  89  Senegal, 

African  Raptors 

and  many  other  exciting  tours, 
workshops.  & 3-day  weekends 

RAPTOURS 

Box  8008,  Silver  Spring, 

MD  20907,  USA 

(D310) 
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Birdwatchers 
—we 
need 
you! 

The  British  Trust  for 
Ornithology  keeps  computerised 
records  of  all  British  species - 
breeding  patterns,  the  movement  of 
migrants,  the  growth  and  decline  of 
populations  and  habitats,  and  the 
effects  of  changing  environments. 

This  information  is  published  and  is 
used  for  Atlases  and  Censuses,  and 
by  Government  and  conservation 
bodies  in  a great  variety  of  ways,  to 
ensure  the  protection  of  Britain’s 
bird  populations. 

But  the  collection  of  this 
information  depends  on  dedicated 
bird-watchers  like  yourself.  Put  your 
bird-watching  to  practical  use  - 
become  a BTO  Member  today! 


The  British  Trust 
for  Ornithology 

Patron:  HRH  The  Duke  of  Edinburgh  KG,  KT 
Beech  Grove,  Tring,  Herts  HP23  5NR 

l~To  The  British  Trust  for  Ornithology, 

I Beech  Grove,  Tring,  Herts  HP23  5NR. 
Please  enrol  me  as  a member  of  the  BT O. 

I enclose  my  cheque/PO  for  £ 1 2 made 
payable  to  The  BTO  Q 
. Please  send  further  details  of  the  BTO  | | 

| I enclose  my  donation  £ 

| NAME  (Block  letters  please)  I 

• ADDRESS ] 

L 

(D338) 


“I  can  only  compliment  the 
manufacturers  on  producing 
such  a good,  low-cost  telescope.  ” 
(British  Birds  Vol  79  No  10 
October  1986). 


MERLIN  Series  Short  Tube 
Straight  Through  Spotting 
Scopes  - 50mm /60mm /75mm. 


This  compact,  all  purpose 
spotting  scope  is  ideal  for  field 
use.  Includes  standard  thread 
tripod  mount  and  fully  coated 
optics.  Comes  complete  with 
20  x /25x  /30x  eyepiece  and 
protective  lens  caps.  Inter- 
changeable eye-pieces  available. 

The  Mirador  factory  in  Tokyo 
has  been  producing  fine  optical 
equipment  for  the  world’s  more 
serious  birdwatchers  since  1 951 . 

For  full  information  just  send 
an  s.a.e.  to: 

■ VIII  UVIV/I 

55  Brewery  Road, 

London  N7  9QU 

(D173) 
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Classified  Advertisements 

All  advertisements  must  be 

PREPAID 

and  sent  to 

British  Birds  Advertising 
Fountains,  Park  Lane,  Blunham, 
Bedford  MK44  3NJ. 

Telephone  0621  815085 

Rates 

(including  15%  VAT) 

£2.10  a line — average  of  6 words 

£8.00  a centimetre — 

min.  2 centimetres 

Box  Number  counts  as  2 words  is 

£1 .00  extra  per  insertion 

Replies  should  be  sent  to  the 

above  address 

Series  Discounts 

3 insertions  for  the  price  of  2 
6 insertions  for  the  price  of  4 

Copy  Date 
5th  of  month 
preceding  publication 

Please  post  early 
to  avoid  disappointment. 


HO  LI  DA  Y A C CO  MM  OP  A TION 
ENGLAND 


Tiir  Beautiful  Georgian  Hotel 

r Hit  Excellent  Food  & Accommodation 

Lawns  hou,  Norfolk. 
//O7RAA(0263i  7,3390  rac 


CLEY 
5 mile* 
Bargain 
Breaks 
(BB384i 


FARM  COTTAGES  between  Lindisfame  Re- 
serve and  The  Fames.  Comfortable  and  well 
equipped.  Sorry  no  pets.  Brochure:  Mr  J. 
McNish.  Outchester  Farm,  Belford,  Northum- 
berland. Tel:  06683  336.  (BB386) 

RYDAL.  Three  cottages,  sleep  4 and  6,  weekly 
lets.  Fisher  Hoggarth,  52  Kirkland,  Kendal.  Tel: 
0539  22592,  office  hours.  (BB460) 


NORTH  YORKSHIRE.  Holiday  cottages  in 
grounds  of  Manor  House  on  village  green. 
Sleeps  2 or  4.  All  modernised,  fully  equipped 
and  self  contained.  Brochure  from  Hopkins, 
Galphay  Manor,  Ripon.  Tel:  Business  hours 
0423  50977 1 other076583  205.  (BB448) 

ISLES  OF  SCILLY— Seaview  Moorings,  St. 
Mary’s.  Personal  service  from  resident 
proprietors,  Tony  and  Linda.  Overlooking 
harbour,  close  to  quay  and  town — licensed — in- 
room tea  and  coffee  making  facilities — extensive 
breakfast  menu — pets  welcome.  SAE  for  details 
or  telephone  Tony  or  Linda  Dingley  on  0720 
22327.  (BB360) 


N.  W.  NORFOLK.  Luxury  S/C  Flat  in  Country- 
House.  All  mod.  cons,  inch  stairlift.  Sleeps  4. 
Tel:  Docking  (04858)  365.  (BB420) 

CHARLTON  HOUSE  HOTEL,  Dawlish.  AA 
RAC  two  star.  Excellent  food.  Exe  Estuary  and 
Dawlish  Warren.  Dawlish  863260.  (BB542) 

ECONOMICAL  self-catering  natural  history 
weekends  in  a superb  nature  reserve — red 
squirrels,  terns,  nightjars  etc.  Sae:  The  Warden, 
The  Villa,  Brownsea  Island,  Poole, 
Dorset.  (BB543) 

ISLES  OF  SCILLY.  Guest  house,  en  suite 
rooms,  tea/coffee  facilities,  licensed.  Close  to 
harbour,  nature  trail.  Good  food,  friendly  atmos- 
phere, The  Bviet,  Church  Road,  St  Marv’s.  Tel: 
072022479.  ' (BB545) 

COTTAGES  GALORE.  We  have  some  200 
delightful  cottages  in  all  parts  of  Britain.  A great 
variety  of  individual  properties,  all  inspected. 
Prices  £20  to  £50  per  person  per  week.  Get  out- 
free  colour  brochure:  Amato  Cottage  Holidays, 
22  High  Street.  Alton.  Hampshire  GU34  1BN. 
Tel:  0420  88892.  (BB533) 

ISLES  OF  SCILLY.  Illiswilgig  Guest  House. 
For  a quiet  carefree  holiday.  Ideal  for  birdwatch- 
ing. Situated  in  the  centre  of  St  Mary’s  country- 
side. Rarities  seen  within  50  metres  of  the  house 
include  Swainson’s  and  Eye  browed  t hrush. 
Cliff  Swallow-  and  Rose-Breasted  Grosbeak.  No 
smoking  or  children.  John  Hicks,  Illiswilgig 
Guest  House,  I.ongstone,  St  Mary’s,  Isles  of 
Scilly.  Tel:  0720  22498.  (BB577) 

‘ORCHARD  HOUSE’,  Thornham,  Norfolk. 
B/B  and  S/C.  048  526  259.  (BB417) 

15TH  C.  COACHING  INN  midway  Ross/ 
Hereford  amidst  gentle  wooded  hills,  two  fields 
from  River  Wye.  A comfortable  and  informal 
place  wtih  proper  emphasis  on  real  food,  real 
ales  and  civilised  prices.  Log  fires.  C.H.  15 
bedrooms  inc.  four  poster,  all  en-suite.  tea/ 
coffee,  colour  T.Y.,  Radio,  Hair  Dry  ers.  Trouser 
Presses  etc,  Egon  Ronay,  Relais  Routier,  F..T.B. 
Three  Crowns,  A. A.  and  R.A.C.  2 Stars.  Charm- 
ing self  catering  cottages  also  available.  Apply 
the  Green  Man  Inn,  Fownhope,  Hereford  HR1 
4PE.  Tel:  (0432  77)  243.  (BB470) 

COUNTRY  COTTAGES  between  Alnwick  & 
Belford  sleep  up  to  6.  Fully  equipped,  self- 
catering, available  throughout  the  year.  Well 
placed  for  Holy  Island  & Fame  Islands,  Cheviot 
Hills  and  many  places  of  natural  beauty.  S.A.E.: 
Ladv  Gadsden,  606  Gilbert  House,  Barbican, 
London  EC2Y  8BD.  Tel:  01-638  9968.  (BB303) 

SIBTON  (NR  MINSMERE),  The  White  Horse 
Inn.  A chamiing  16th  century  freehouse  in  3 
acres,  en  suite  accommodation  available  in 
modern  block,  bed  & breakfast  or  weekly  rates. 
Ample  car  parking.  CC  location  site.  Bar  snacks 
or  rest,  meals  avail.  Tel:  Peasenhall  337.  (BB365) 
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NR.  NTH  NFK  RESERVES  Licensed  Guest 
House  run  by  birders  for  birders.  Jean  & Tony 
Bellars,  Haydn  House,  Avenue  Road,  Hunstan- 
ton. Tel:  331 15.  (BB272) 

PEMBROKESHIRE,  Broad  Haven,  Modern 
chalet,  sleeps  6,  TV  and  Microwave.  Hildick- 
Smith,  Redtnarley  Orchards,  Great  Willey, 
Worcester.  Tel:  Great  Witley  896308.  (BB447) 

BLAKENEY — we  offer  comfort,  warmth,  bed 
and  breakfast,  own  bathroom  and  sitting  room. 
Tel:  Cley  740876.  (BB409) 

HOLY  ISLAND.  2-bed  house,  sleeps  4/6.  C.H. 
well-equipped.  Tel:  066142345.  (BB330) 

GARA  MILL,  Slapton.  Comfortable,  warm  self- 
catering Cedar  Lodges  carefully  sited  in  four 
acres  overlooking  river  and  woods.  2 C.H.  flats  in 
16th  c.  cornmill  available  all  year.  Sleeps  2-6. 
Dogs  welcome.  For  brochure  ring  Stoke  Fleming 
(0803)770295.  (BB394) 

CLEY.  Attractive  house  in  village,  four  bed- 
rooms, large  garden,  garage,  c.h.  Available  all 
year.  Details  from  Mrs  E.  Album,  47  Lyndale 
Avenue,  London  NW2.  Tel:  01-431  2942. 

(BB348) 

LANDS  END.  17th  century  farmhouse.  S/C.  2 
bedrooms:  sleeps  7 + cot.  Pets  welcome.  Colour 
TV,  linen  provided,  elec  included.  'A  mile 
airport  for  Scilly  Isles.  From  £90  p.w.  Brochure 
(0736)871242.  (BB509) 

CLEY.  3 Quality  cottages  (sleep  4,  6 and  6+2). 
Quiet.  Comfortable.  Excellent  value.  Brochure: 
(0353)740770.  (BB502) 

NORTH  NORFOLK,  BINHAM.  Comfortable 
cottage,  garage,  garden,  sleeps  4.  Pets  welcome. 
Open  all  year.  Tel:  032875  539.  (BB354) 

MINSMERE  12  miles.  BB  or  BB&E 
meals.  Excellent  farmhouse  cooking  with 
friendly  atmosphere.  Daily  or  weekly  rates. 
Tel:  Ubbeston  (098683)  235  for  reserva- 
tions. (BB522) 


OLD  HUNSTANTON,  NORFOLK.  Overlook- 
ing the  W'ash.  Fully  equipped  holiday  cottages, 
col  TV,  gas  CH.  Close  beach,  available  all  year. 
Mrs  Lindsay,  4 Marks  Road,  Warlingham,  Sur- 
rey CR3  9SH.‘Tel:  Upper  Warlingham  (088-32) 
2013.  (BB302) 

EXCELLENT  SHORTBREAKS.  For  3 nights 
db&b  in  a double  or  twin  room  with  private 
bathroom,  radio,  T.V.,  tea/coffee  making  facili- 
ties in  a delightful  Country  House  Hotel.  Magni- 
ficent views  of  Skiddaw  and  Derwent  Valley. 
Very  close  Bassenthwaite  Lake.  £79.50  per  per- 
son. (7  nights  £165.)  Please  write  or  phone  for 
brochure.  Thwaite  Howe  Hotel,  Thornthwaite, 
Keswick,  Cumbria.  Tel:  059-682  281 . (BB449) 

COMFORTABLE  FLAT  in  beautiful  Lyth  Val- 
ley, sleeps  4,  Windermere  6 miles,  children 
welcome.  Also  one  caravan.  Bell,  Fellside  Farm, 
Crosthwaite,  Kendal.  Tel:  Crosthwaite  312. 

(BB442) 

NR  MINSMERE.  Bed  and  breakfast  at  16th  c. 
moated  farmhouse  in  peaceful  country'  setting. 
Hill  House,  Sibton.Tel:  Yoxford  662.  (BB393) 

NORFOLK.  Holiday  Chalets,  quiet  country' 
site,  Burgh  Castle,  near  Broads,  coast,  bird- 
watching. Sleep  2/4/6.  TV,  Shop.  From  £45  p.w. 
378B  Dereham  Road,  Norwich  (Tel: 
623368).  (BB466) 

LAKE  DISTRICT.  Ivy  House,  Hawkshead,  Nr 
Ambleside.  Small  family  run  hotel,  sensibly 
priced.  Telephone  David  or  Jane  Vaughan  for 
brochure  on  096 66  204.  (BB407) 

ISLES  OF  SCILLY,  Mincarlo  Guest  House,  St. 
Mary’s.  Superbly  situated  in  own  grounds  over- 
looking the  harbour.  Write  to:  Colin  Duncan  or 
Tel:  0720  22513.  (BB503) 

FARM  COTTAGES  between  Holy  Island,  The 
Fames  and  Cheviots.  Comfortable,  well  equip- 
ped. Mrs  Nixon,  Swinhoe,  Belford,  Northumber- 
land. Tel:  06683  370.  (BB285) 


DAWLISH  • TEIGNMOUTH  • DARTMOOR 


SHORT 

BREAKS 


Dawlish  W’arren 
Nature  Reserve 


Bird  Watching  Weekend 


September  23-25  A chance  for  a weekend  of  guided  bird  study  at  the  extensive  Nature 
Reserve  featured  on  BBC  Teleinsion’s  Bird  Watch  plus  the  River  F.xe  Estuary.  Residential 
accommodation  at  the  Egon  Ronay  recommended  Venn  Farm  Country  House  Hotel 
from  Friday-Sunday  inclusive.  Cost  £75.00  per  person. 

Details  available  Jrom:  Teignbridge  District  Council,  Recreation  and  Tourism  Depart- 
ment, Forde  House,  Newton  Abbot  TQ12  4XX  or  telephone  Mrs  Dunn  on  Newton 

Abbot  (0626)  61101.  (D339) 
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NORTH  NORFOLK — Glavenside  guest  house 
in  Letheringsett,  5 miles  inland  from  sea  at 
Blakeney,  Cley  and  Salthouse.  River  Glaven 
works  adjoining  mill  & flows  through  4 acres  of 
garden  on  its  way  to  sea  at  Cley.  Tel:  Holt  (0263) 
713181.  (BB530) 

EXMOOR  for  country  and  animal  lovers.  Farm- 
house accommodation,  bed  and  breakfast  and 
evening  meal,  or  self-catering  cottage.  Details 
from:  French,  Brendon  Barton,  Lynton,  Devon. 
Tel:  059  87  201.  (BB581) 

SCILLY  ISLES.  Holiday  Hat.  Details  0720 
22935.  ' (BB532) 

CETTI’S  WARBLER,  Ring-bills  at  Radipole 
Nature  Reserve;  migrations  at  Portland  Bill. 
B&B  or  self-catering  accommodation  in  superb 
surroundings  at  edge  of  Fleet  Nature  Reserve, 
Weymouth,  Dorset.  Home  cooking.  Warm  wel- 
come. Mrs  Mowlam,  6 Fleet  Lane,  Chickerell, 
Weymouth,  Dorset  DT3  4DF.  (0305) 
772268.  (BB404) 

EXMOOR.  Peaceful  s/catering  c/heated  holiday 
homes  in  National  Trust  Village.  Marshes, 
woods  and  moorland — rich  in  birdlife.  Reduced 
spring/autumn  terms.  Open  all  year.  Stamp  to 
Sheila  Wright,  Pack  Horse,  Allerford,  nr  Mine- 
head.  Tel:  0643  862475.  (BB535) 

ISLES  OF  SCILLY, The  Wheelhouse,  St. 
Marys.  Licensed  Guest  House.  Open  all 
year  round,  good  food  and  comfortable 
surroundings  next  to  the  log  count  venue. 
Tel:  0720  22719.  (BB536) 

NORFOLK,  CLEY-NEXT-SEA  I MILE.  Flint 
stones  Guest  House,  Wiveton  Holt.  Full  C/H, 
H&C,  tea/coffee  making  lacs.  Col  TV  all  rooms. 
Evening  meal  optional.  Open  nearly  all  year. 
Please  ring  for  brochure.  Sorrv  No  Smoking.  Tel: 
0263  740337.  (BB539) 

WINDMILL  AND  TWO  COTTAGES.  Five 
miles  Blakeney.  Phone  01-883  8137  for  colour 
brochure.  (BB488) 

ISLES  OF  SCILLY.  Self  catering.  3 to  6.  Linen, 
towels  provided.  W ell  furnished  and  equipped. 
Nerina,  Church  Road,  St  Mary's.  Tel:  0720 
22479.  (BB546) 

WELLS,  NORFOLK  B&B.  (Tourist  Board 
recommended.)  H.&C.,  Lea  and  Coffee  facilities 
and  TVs  in  all  rooms.  Sylvia  Strong,  The 
Cobblers  (0328)  710155.  (BB552) 

ISLES  OF  SCILLY.  Santa  Maria.  Sally  Port.  St 
Mary’s.  A licensed  guest  house  ideally  situated 
100  yards  from  the  monitoring  and  information 
centre  for  birdwatchers  at  Porthcressa.  Home 
cooking  and  a warm  welcome  awaits  you  from 
Roger  and  Pamela  Savage.  Small  flatlet  lor 
couple  also  available  1 el:  0720  22687.  (BB560) 

SEAFRONT  FLAT  sleeps  b no  pels.  SAL.  Flat 
1 BB,  The  Cottage.  Bonchurch  Shore.  loW  P()38 
I RN.  Tel:  0983  852434.  ( BB56 1 ) 


SOMERSET.  18th  century  Honeycornbe  Cot- 
tage, Bagiev,  South  Isle  of  Wedmore.  Superb 
views  Somerset  levels.  Fine  English  cooking,  log 
fire,  CH.  En  suite  rooms.  Excellent  birdwatch- 
ing. Phone  0934  712953.  Details  and 
brochure.  (BB562) 

UNPARALLELED  LOCATION  N/Norfolk 
coast,  2 chalets,  2 flats,  CH.  available  all  year. 
Sea  views,  adj.  Nat.  Trust  woodland.  Riding, 
Golf,  R/station.  Brochure:  Monksmead  Country 
House,  West  Runton,  Cromer,  Norfolk  NR27 
9LU.Tel:  West  Runton  (026375)  265.  (BB563) 

SCOTLAND 

SPEY  VALLEY,  beautiful  secluded  informal 
country  hotel,  2 miles  from  village  of  Carrbridge. 
Excellent  Birdwatching  amidst  Moorland, 
Forest,  River  and  Lakes.  Home  cooking,  full 
central  heating,  drying  room.  Ospreys  and 
Crested  Tits  local.  Hotel  geared  to  Birdwatchers 
and  their  families.  Terms  £90.00  per  week  D/B/ 
B.  Brochure  from  Maureen  and  Larry  Taulbut, 
The  Old  Manse  Hotel,  Carrbridge,  Inverness- 
shire.  Tel:  (047  984)  278.  A warm  welcome 
guaranteed.  (BB430) 

NORTH  WEST  HIGHLANDS,  Dundonnell 
Hotel.  A A RAC  3 star  and  I crowns  commended 
by  Scottish  Tourist  Board,  just  south  of  l Ha- 
pool,  ideal  location  for  hill  walkers,  birdwatchers 
and  those  who  enjoy  the  open  spaces.  Private 
bathrooms,  col  TV,  full  c.h.  Two  fully  serviced 
luxury  flats  now  available.  Each  sleeps  4 per- 
sons. Send  for  col  brochure/tariff  giving  details 
of  holiday  offers  on  selected  dates,  to  Selbie 
Florence,  Dundonnell  Hotel,  by  Garve,  Ross- 
shire.  Tel:  085  483  234.  ( BB492) 

FORSINARD  HOTEL,  SUTHERLAND.  Ex- 
cellent accommodation  with  superb  home  cook- 
ing. Warm,  friendly  atmosphere.  In  the  heart  of 
the  ‘Flow  Country’.  For  brochure  telephone 
Halladale221.  (BB446) 

ISLE  OF  ISLAY,  I^rchside  Hotel.  Situated  on 
the  edge  of  Loch  Indaal.  Birdwatching  all  the 
year  round.  Superb  2 star  accommodation  with 
full  central  heating.  All  rooms  have  private 
bathroom  or  shower  with  wash  hand  basin, 
colour  TV.  radio,  telephone  & tea/coffee  making 
facilities.  Fully  licensed.  Brochure  & tariff  from 
proprietor  Mrs  Eileen  McNab.  Lochside  Hotel, 
Bowmore,  Isle  of  Islay,  Argyll  PA43  7LB.  Tel: 
Bowmore  (049-68 1 ) 244/265.  ( BB524) 

ARGYLL  COAST.  Simple  traditional  cottages 
on  quiet  estate.  Nature  Conservancy  SSSI. 
Unspoiled  scenery.  Otters,  wildcats,  much  bird- 
life.  L'se  of  dinghy.  Sorry  no  dogs.  SAE:  Mrs 
Maclean.  Ardpatrick.  Tarbert.  Argyll.  Tel: 
(08802)608.  (BB517) 

ISLAY,  GEESE.  Warm  cottages  sleep  8.  7 or  2. 
Lady  Wilson,  Ancala.  Port  Charlotte.  Tel: 
289.  (BB400) 
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CLOSE  TO  RIVER  SPEY.  Small  farmhouse, 
Boat  of  Garten,  sleeps  up  to  6 — details  from 
Cottage  Care,  Ballintomb  Cottages,  Dulnain 
Bridge  PH26  3LS.  Tel:  047  985  322  (Ref.  B&- 
501).  (BB569) 

SPEY  VALLEY.  Carrbridge  Area,  luxury  cara- 
van. Shower,  toilet,  quiet  private  site.  £125.00 
per  week  inclusive.  Tel:  047  984  278.  (BB43 1 ) 

ARGYLL,  SEIL  ISLAND.  250  year  old  home 
on  waters  edge  overlooking  Cuan  Sound  and 
Mull.  B&B  base  for  interesting  birdwatching, 
touring,  walking,  sleeping,  all  year.  Tim,  Melva 
Goodwin  (M.B.O.U.)  Cuan  Ferry,  Seil,  by  Oban, 
Argyll  PA34  4RB.  08523  258.  (BB479) 

YELL,  SHETLAND.  A self-catering  cottage. 
0957  2216.  ' (BB445) 

ISLE  OF  GIGHA,  Argyllshire.  For  a holiday 
surrounded  by  natural  beauty,  sandy  beaches, 
exotic  gardens,  birds,  wild  flowers,  good  food 
and  comfortable  accommodation.  Please  contact 
Mrs  McSporran,  Post  Office  House.  058-35 
251.  (BB475) 

ISLE  OF  MULL.  A small  guest  house  and  farm 
in  lovely  countryside  a mile  from  Dervaig  village. 
2 miles  from  coast.  The  best  of  home  cooking  in 
the  Highland  tradition.  Write  to  Jenny  Matthew, 
Ardrioch,  Dervaig,  Isle  of  Mull,  or  tel:  068  84 
264.  (BB392) 

THE  HOTEL,  Isle  of  Colonsay,  Argyll  PA6I 
7YP.  Demi-pension  (Private  bath)  from  £30.00. 
Details,  brochures,  map  (bird  list  on  request). 
Tel:  09512  316.  (BB582) 

WALES 

TREGARON.  Cambrian  Coffee  Shoppe.  Home 
cooking.  B&B,  £8.  Em,  £4.50.  Tel:  Mrs  Knight, 
097  44637.  (BB579) 

17th  CENTURY  CHARACTER  COTTAGES 

in  picturesque  setting,  fantastic  views.  Sleeps  2- 
12.  Self-catering.  2 miles  Symonds  Yat  with 
peregrines,  buzzards.  Open  fires  & central 
heating.  AA  recommended.  H.  Smith,  Old  Kilns. 
Howie  Hill,  Ross-on-Wye.  Tel:  0989  62051. 

(BB478) 

ANGLESEY.  Superb  beachside  hotel  with  mag- 
nificent views.  Ideal  centre  for  bird  watchers  and 
botanists  in  area  noted  for  its  lakes,  reserves  and 
coastline  of  outstanding  beauty.  Come  to  ‘High- 
ground’  AA/RAC  listed,  licensed,  for  warm 
welcome,  excellent  food  and  accommodation. 
Brochure:  Mrs  Karen  Hayter,  Highground, 
Ravenspoint  Road,  Trearddur  Bay,  Gwynedd 
LL65  2YY.  Tel:  0407  860078.  (BB523) 

ABERGYNOLWYN  — bird  watchers/walkers 
paradise.  Peaceful,  scenic  area  of  Mid  Wales. 
Homely  accommodation.  C/H,  H&C,  dogs 
welcome.  B&B  £7/£8,  EM  £3.50.  Details  sae. 
Riverside  Guest  House,  Abergynolwyn,  Tywyn, 
Gwynedd.  Tel:  0654  77235.  " ’ (BB527) 

PEMBROKESHIRE.  Converted  water  mill. 
Sleeps  4.  Available  all  year.  Tel:  0734 
341220.  (BB5261 


ANGLESEY.  Excellent  Sea  watching,  Waders, 
Wildfowl  and  Breeders.  Comfortable,  residen- 
tial centre,  wholesome  food,  ideal  for  Club  or 
Group  field  trips.  Local  information  and  advice. 
Ian  Wright,  -Outdoor  Alternative,  Rhoscolyn, 
Holyhead  I.L65  2NQ.  Tel:  0407  860469.  (BB573) 


BIRD  WA  TCH1NG  HO  LI  DA  YS 


PAPA  WESTRAY,  ORKNEY 


An  island  with  superb  birdlife, 
rare  plants,  seals  and 
archaeology.  Europe’s 
largest  tern  colony. 


bor  information  on  travel! accommodation: 

B.B.,  Papay  Community  Co-operative  Ltd, 
Beltane  House,  Papa  Westray,  Orkney. 
Telephone  08574  267  or  238  (BB255) 


SKOKHOLME/SKOMER  ISLANDS,  PEM- 
BROKESHIRE. Thousands  of  seabirds,  carpets 
of  flowers.  Some  courses.  S.a.e.  Dept  BB, 
WWNTC,  7 Market  Street,  Haverfordwest, 
Dyfed  SA6  1 INF.  Tel:  Haverfordwest  (0437) 
5462.  (BB1I4) 


BIRDWATCHING  IN  SOUTHWEST 
ANDALUCIA 

One  week  with  accommodation.  336  bird 
species  possible,  200 — guaranteed  during 
the  winter  and  breeding  seasons,  including 
Imperial  Eagle,  Crested  Coot,  Purple  Galli- 
nule.  Marbled  Teal,  White-headed  Duck, 
etc.  Best  birdwatching  places  around  includ- 
ing Donana.  Boats  available  to  observe 
seabirds.  For  free  brochure  and  bird  list, 
contact:  GUIAS  DE  DONANA  S.A., 
Reinolds,  45, G,  21760  Matalascanas,  (Huel- 
va) Spain.  Phone  number  (955) 
430501.  (BB518) 


MIGRATE  TO  FAIR  ISLE  this  year!  Midway 
between  Orkney  and  Shetland  this  beautiful 
rugged  island  offers  a relaxing  widlife  holiday  for 
all  the  family.  Enjoy  comfortable  full  board 
accommodation  and  explore  the  island’s  magni- 
ficent cliff  scenery,  fine  seabird  colonies,  migrant 
birds,  flora,  knitwear  and  fascinating  island  life. 
For  details/bookings  write  (sae):  Booking  Dept 
(C),  Fair  Isle  Bird  Observatory,  Fair  Isle,  Shet- 
land, or  tel:  035  12  258.  (BB373) 

Thinking  of  AUSTRALIA 

Then  contact  the  people  with  experience. 
Guided  trips  for  individuals  or  groups.  We 
go  where  you  want  to  go  - itineraries 
compiled  to  suit  your  needs.  Pelagics  a 
speciality. 

Enquiries  to: 

DIOMEDEA  Pty  Ltd 

c/o  26  Warmington  Street,  Paddington, 
Queensland,  Australia  4064  (QB 
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CALF  OF  MAN  BIRD  OBSERVATORY. 

Hostel  type  accommodation  from  April  to  Octo- 
ber. Details  from  the  Secretary.  The  Manx 
Museum,  Douglas,  Isle  of  Man.  (Tel:  0624 
75522).  (BB484) 


‘The  great  new  idea  in  birdwatching  holidays" 

EILAT  Nov  1988  £297 

Join  daily  minibus  excursions  with  Peter  Grant  & 
Killian  Mullamey,  or  do  your  own  thing  with  low-cost 
car  hire.  Evening  get-together  and  log.  Discount  for 
club  groups.  Details  from: 

SUNBERDER,  BOX  76C,  Sandy,  Beds  SG19 
IDF  Telephone:  0767  82969  (24  hrs.)  (BB507) 


Algarve  Birdwatch  Limited 

Autumn  migration/winler  visitors.  Guided  5 
day  tours.  Sept. /Nov.  Inclusive.  Castro 
Marim;  Faro  Salinas;  Quinta  da  Rocha 
Estuary;  Cape  St.  Vincent;  Alentejo.  Pelagic 
trips  Sept. /Oct. 

Telephone:  0602  602587  for  details. '(BBS- 1 1 ) 


Sunbirder 

Bird  inn  package  holiday* 


Barbary  Partridges;  Blue  Rock  Thrushes; 
Hoopoes;  Bee-Eaters;  Golden  Orioles;  l ittle  Owls; 
Black  Storks;  Peregrine  Falcons;  Short-Toed. 
Booted  and  Bonelli’s  Eagles;  Egyptian  and  GrifTon 
Vultures;  Honey  Buzzards;  Red  and  Black  Kites; 
Hen  and  Marsh  Harriers;  Cory's  Shearwater;  Gan- 
nets;  Puffins;  Audouin’s  Gulls  . . .just  some  of  over 
200  species  of  birds  that  live  on  Gibraltar  or  migrate 
through  every  year. 

For  short  breaks  and  holidays  to  Gibraltar  send  for  a 
FREE  COLOUR  BROCHURE  today. 

Ring  01-240  6611,  Quote  Ref  BBI 1 
or  write  to:  Gibraltar  Government  Tourist  Office. 
Dept  BBI  1,  179  The  Strand,  London  WC2R  1EH 

(BB568) 


OVERSEAS 

MAJORCA.  Superb  apartment/B&B  at  Capde- 
pera,  Arta.  Lovely  views,  near  Albufera,  northern 
mountains,  unspoilt  coast.  Excellent 
birdwatching/walking.  Very  reasonable  rates. 
0932  566648.'  (BB580) 

HEART  OF  THE  CAMARGUE  S.  France. 
Well  equipped  farm  cottage  and  village  house. 
Rogers,  Mas  d’Auphan,  Le  Sambuc,  13200 
Arles.  Tel:  (01033)  90989041  or  0327 
842770.  (BB164) 

MAJORCA,  NORTH.  Familiar  Hotel  Half- 
board. Special  car  hire  rates  in  low  season.  Tel: 
531998  ‘Oriola’  Pollensa.  (BB454) 

SOUTH  WEST  BRITISH  COLUMBIA, 

Canada.  Bed  and  breakfast,  field  trips.  200  + 
local  species.  BC.  total  400+ . Write  for  brochure, 
checklist:  I).  Solecki,  3672  West  1st  Avenue. 
Vancouver,  BC  V6R1 H2  Canada.  (BB516) 


WILDLIFE  HOLIDAYS 


CYGNUS  WILDLIFE  HOLIDAYS 
escorted  birdwatching  holidays 
throughout  the  world 
1988  Tours 


ARIZONA 

18Jul-l  Aug 

£1175 

KENYA 

17  Sep-3  Oct 

£1590 

BHUTAN 

14  Oct-3  Nov 

£2390 

ECU  ADOR  A GALAPAGOS 

25  Oct- 13  Nov 

£2390 

FALKLAND  ISLANDS 

24  Nov-8  Dec 

£2450 

GAMBIA 

16-30  Not 

£950 

ETHIOPIA 

18  Nov-4  Dec 

£1250 

For  further  details  contact:  96  Fore  Street 

CN 

r-w 

Kingsbridge,  S 

. Devon  TQ7 

1PY 

in 

Telephone:  0548  6178  Telex: 

45772 

5E 

WEST  OF  IRELAND.  Wildlife  holidays,  natural 
history  courses,  field  studies  facilities  for  individuals 
and  small  groups.  Good  food  and  comfortable 
accommodation  overlooking  Connemara  mountains 
and  Lough  Corrib.  Guided  tours  to  Connemara,  the 
Burren  and  the  Cliffs  of  Moher.  Contact  Dr  Tony 
Whilde,  Corrib  Conservation  Centre.  Ardnasillagh. 
Oughterard,  Co.  Galway.  (BB426) 


BIRDWATCHING/WILDLIFE.  Tented  Kenya 
Safaris.  16  December  to  Masai  Mara,  Samburu, 
Lakes  Nakuru,  Naivasha  and  Baringo.  30 
December  to  Amboseli,  Tsavo  East  and  West, 
the  Indian  Ocean  and  Lake  Jipe.  2 weeks.  All 
inch  £1,125.  Adventure  Africa,  The  Square, 
Ramsburv,  Wiltshire.  Tel:  0672  20569.  ( BB554) 


TOURS 


RAPTORS.  Raptor  watching  tours  and  work- 
shops. 1988-1989  schedule  includes:  Trinidad. 
Cape  May,  Israel,  S.  Texas,  Senegal,  Mexico, 
Panama,  Tikal,  Ecuador  and  S.  Arizona.  Tours 
led  by  Bill  Clark,  author  of  new  NA  raptor  guide. 
Write  for  brochure  and  schedule  to  Raptours, 
PO  Box  8008,  Silver  Spring.  MD  20907  USA. 

(BB520) 


BIRD  REPORTS 


1986  KENT  BIRD  REPORT  £3.  Special  offer 
1986  + 1985  £5.50.  both  incl.  p&p.  Other  years 
available.  P.  C.  Heathcote,  9 Greenfinches,  New 
Bam.  Kent  DA3  7ND.  (BB534) 

ANGUS  AND  DUNDEE  Bird  Report  1985  and 
1986.  First  issue  of  this  report,  two  years  in  one 
£3.50.  From  R.  Goater,  4 Dunrossie  Crescent, 
Montrose,  Angus.  (BB578) 


BOOKS 


SECONDHAND  BOOKS  on  Birds  and  Natural 
History  for  sale.  Send  stamp  for  list.  B.  R. 
Squires,  lOWhitehill  Road.  Barton.  Beds. 

(BB565) 
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HENRY  SOTHERAN  LTD,  ICBP,  RSPB 

I Midori’s  leading  ornithological  book  stockists 

IN  STOCK— 

Goodcrs:  Where  to  Watch  Birds  in  Britain  and 
Europe.  PB  £9.95.  Paterson:  Birdwatching  in  South- 
ern Spain  PB.  £6.95;  Mackenzie:  Birds  of  The 
World:  Birds  of  Prey.  £12.95;  Kemp  & Calbum:  The 
Owls  of  Southern  Africa  £37.50;  Butting:  Wild 
Britain,  PB  £9.95. 

Available  June  15th:  Birds  of  Africa,  Vol.  Ill  £71.50. 
Pre-publication  orders:  £60.00  per  copy. 

ICBP,  BTO.  BOU  Publications  and  a _ 
surprising  range  of  smaller  books  & reports. 
Superb  stock  available  for  browsing. 

2,  3,  4 & Sackville  St,  London  W1X  2DP.  3 

01-734  1 150.  Just  off  Piccadilly.  Mon-Fri  9.00-5.30. 


BOOKS.  Scarce  and  out-of-print  books  on 
ornithology  and  natural  history  of  all  lands. 
Catalogues  of  books  issued.  Books  on  all  aspects 
of  natural  history  and  field  sports  purchased. 
David  A.  H.  Grayling,  Crosby  Ravensworth, 
Penrith,  Cumbria  CA10  3JP.  Tel:  09315 
282.  (BB510) 


NATURAL  HISTORY  BOOKS.  Secondhand 
and  new,  bought  and  sold.  Catalogues:  J.  E. 
Oliver,  Malt  Cottage,  Croft  Yard,  Wells,  Nor- 
folk. (BB515) 

ORNITHOLOGICAL  GUIDES  in  the  Let's 
look  at  . . .’  series,  Majorca  SW  Spain,  The 
Camargue,  Montenegro,  Ethiopia,  Eastern  Au- 
stria, South  Morocco,  North  East  Greece,  Van- 
couver and  The  Rockies,  Sri  Lanka,  Lapland  and 
Arctic  Norway,  The  Gambia,  North  West  Tur- 
key and  N.  India.  £2.80  per  copy,  Ornitholidays, 
1-3  Victoria  Drive,  Bognor  Regis,  Sussex  P02I 
2PW.  (BB493) 

RARE  AND  SECONDHAND  books  on  birds, 
natural  history,  gardening  and  field  sports 
bought  and  sold.  Peter  Blest,  Wateringbury, 
Maidstone,  Kent.  Tel:  0622  812940.  (BB498) 

‘BIRD  BOOKS'.  Good  secondhand  books 
bought  and  sold.  Free  catalogue  from,  and  offers 
to  Briant  Books,  94  Quarry  Lane,  Kelsall, 
Tarporley,  Cheshire  CW6  0NJ.  Tel:  0829  51804. 

(BB528) 


SANDERLING  BOOKS 

Orders  now  being  taken  for: 

Birds  of  the  Western  Palearctic  Vol.  V 
Birds  of  Africa  Vol.  Ill 
Birds  of  the  Middle  East  & North  Africa 

and  other  forthcoming  publications 
Orders  and  enquiries  to: 

60  Whitelow  Rd,  Chorlton-cum-1  lardy, 
Manchester  M21  I HR.  Tel:  06I-H60  7595  (24  hr) 
‘Restensgeo’.  The  Street.  Sporle,  Swaffham. 
Norfolk  PF32  2 DR.  Tel:  0760  22219 

Free  catalogue  available  on  request  (BB55 1 ) 


SCOTTISH  ORNITHOLOGISTS’  CLUB 
THE  BIRD  BOOKSHOP 
1,000  titles  in  stock  ★ Credit  Cards  welcome 
Free  comprehensive  catalogue  front: 
The  Bird  Bookshop 

21  Regent  Terrace,  Edinburgh  EH7  5BT 
l'el:  031-556  6042  (anytime)  (RB555) 


The  original 

BIRDWATCHER’S 

LOGBOOK 


The  most  concise  way  to  record  your 
observations.  Monthly,  annual  and  life 
columns  for  762  species,  plus  1 59 
diary  pages.  Send  £5.50  to: 

Coxton  Publicaiions, 

9 St.  Mary’s  Road,  Mortimer,  Reading, 

Berks.  RG7  3UE.  /OD„o 
(BB558) 


NATURAL  HISTORY  BOOKS,  fine  illus- 
trated antiquarian  and  modern.  Catalogue  from 
H.  J.  Eggilshaw,  54  West  Moulin  Road,  Pit- 
lochry, Perthshire  PH  16  5EQ.  l ei:  0796  2084. 

(BB553) 


PERSONAL 

BIRDING  TORONTO  AREA?  For  info,  maps, 
checklists,  etc.,  write  Dunnock  Enterprises,  2409 
Speyside  Drive,  Miss.,  Ontario,  Canada  L5K 
1X5.  (BB570) 


FOR  SALE 


BRITISH  BIRD  VOCABULARY  12-Cassette 
Series  in  six  volumes.  Also  specially  prepared 
Single  Cassette  Sound  Guides.  SAE  to  Lewis, 
Rosehill  House,  Lyonshall  HR5  3HS.  (BB525) 

BIRD  JOURNAL  BACKNUMBERS  SUP- 
PLIED. (BB.  Bird  Study,  County  Reports,  etc.), 
David  Morgan,  Whitmore,  Umberleigh,  Devon. 

(BB537) 

BRITISH  BIRDS  1958-85  unbound.  Oilers.  I. 
M.  McKinnon,  26  Croslands  Park,  Barrow-in- 
Furness,  Cumbria.  (BB571) 

BB  1958-87  (60  to  62  bound).  Bird  Study,  1960- 
87  (60  to  63  bound).  Offers.  Tel:  0263 
78315.  (BB574) 

BRITISH  BIRDS  1977-1987.  For  sale  unbound 
£75.  Tel:  (01-633  0092)  evenings.  (BB576) 


WANTED 


PHOTOGRAPHERS.  New  wildlife  photo- 
graphic agency  seeks  photographers  with  top 
quality  coverage,  transparency  or  b/white. 
Please  submit  50  examples  and  list  of  other 
subjects  enclosing  return  postage.  Swan.  67 
London  Rd, Sevenoaks,  Kent  TNI 3 1 AU.(BB51 1) 
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OPTOLYTH 


Choice  of  connoisseurs 


10  x 40  BGA 


TOURING 

The  excellence  of  optical  design  and  construction.  Superb, 
bright,  crystal  clear  image.  Compact,  lightweight,  green 
rubber  armoured.  Field  of  view  is  110m  at  1000m. 

Min.  focus  5m. 


For  the  complete  range  of  Optolyth  products: 
Telescopes,  and  highly  acclaimed  Alpin  binoculars, 
please  phone  or  write  to  Sole  Importers. 

OPTICRON.  PO.  Box  81,  St.  Albans,  Herts,  AL1  3NT. 
Tel:  (0727)  56516 


MADE  IN  GERMANY 


(D317) 
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253  The  World’s  first  known  juvenile  Cox’s  Sandpiper  Dr  P.  A.  Buckley 
258  Pollutants  in  Merlin  eggs  and  their  effects  on  breeding  Dr  I. 

Newton  and  M.  B.  Haas 

269  Habitat  preferences  and  prey  of  Merlins  in  winter  R.  C.  Dickson 
274  Urban  Merlins  in  Canada  Dr  Paul  C.  James 

277  Product  reports  AICO  International  ‘Jason  Sound  Amplifier’ 
M.J.  Rogers 

278  Mystery  photographs  132  Montagu’s  Harrier  W.  S.  Clark 

Notes 

281  The  Exe  Estuary  egret  of  August  1985  IX  A.  Cope  and  J.  Cayford 

282  Lesser  Crested  Tern  in  Norfolk  S.  J.  M.  Gantletl 

283  Diary  dates 
Announcement 

285  New  books  in  British  BirdShop 

Reviews 

285  ‘Collins  Guide  to  the  Birds  of  Prey  of  Britain  and  Europe,  North  Africa  and  the 
Middle  East’  by  Benny  Gensbol  R.  A.  Hume 

286  ‘Eric  Hosking’s  Birds  of  Prey  of  the  World’  by  Eric  and  David  Hosking  with  Jim  Flegg 
Don  Smith 

286  Short  reviews  Dr  J.  T.  R.  Sharrock 

290  News  and  comment  Robin  Prytherch  and  Mike  Everett 

291  Seventy-five  years  ago  . . . 

292  Monthly  marathon 

293  February  reports  Ian  Dawson  and  Keith  Allsopp 
298  Recent  reports  Dr  Mark  Boyd 
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in  focus 

i OPEN  Mon-Sat,  9-6  (24-hour  phone) 


204  HIGH  STREET 


CORPORATF 


MEMBER 


BARNET,  HERTS 
EN5  5SZ 

01-449  1445 
01-441  7748 


THE  BINOCULAR  AND  TELESCOPE  SPECIALISTS 


FOCUS  AT  RSPB  BEMPTON 

• eng  successful  Field  Days  al  Lemstord  Springs  in  Hertfordshire  we 
•r  eased  lo  announce  a further  Field  Weekend  on  the  9-10  July  al  fhe 
« ^ Reserve  al  Bempton  on  the  East  Yorkshire  coast  This  celebrated 
k-  re  is  well  known  lor  its  wealth  ol  seabirds  which  populate  the  cliffs  in 
1 ter  and  ils  excellent  observation  facilities 

< x:us  invite  you  to  join  them  during  the  weekend  to  sample  and 
ase  a range  ol  quality  viewrnq  instruments  whether  your  interests  are 
■jlars  or  telescopes  If  you  would  like  to  receive  an  invitation  to  this 
iq  facility  and  the  expert  advice  that  will  be  provided  during  the 
rend  please  write  or  telephone  tor  your  invitation  and  Field  Day 

• matron  pack  without  delay  It  would  help  us  it  you  could  indicate  when 
► /rite  nr  telephone  your  prelerred  day  and  approximate  time  of  visit 

I the  weekend 

'..sure  you  receive  our  individual  attention  preference  will  be  given  to 
•.  with  an  invitation  card 


IN  FOCUS  AT  LEMSFORD  SPRINGS 

SATURDAY  FIELD  DAYS 
JUNE  25th  JULY  30th  AUGUST  20th 
OPEN  9 30am  - 5pm 

With  the  kind  co-operation  of  the  Herts  and  Middx  WikJMe  Trust  In  Focus 
are  now  able  to  offer  customers  a unique  opportunity  to  use  compare  and 
purchase  quality  optical  equipment  under  field  conditions  Lemsford  Springs 
Nature  Reserve  is  situated  approximately  20  miles  north  of  London  and  « 
just  1 5 mins  dnve  from  June  23  on  the  M25  motorway  This  compact  well 
managed  reserve  has  a good  variety  of  bird  life  and  customers  can  expect 
good  views  of  water  and  woodland  birds  Visitors  are  invited  to  take 
advantage  of  the  ample  parking  to  the  right  of  the  reserve  gate  then  make 
their  way  to  reception  At  this  point  customers  can  discuss  their  individual 
requirements  with  our  technical  staff  binoculars  are  issued  from  this  pomt 
and  can  be  used  on  a woodland  walk  or  m a private  hide  where  a full  range 
of  telescopes  can  also  be  viewed  For  further  information  and  directions 
please  contact  IN  FOCUS 


PERSONAL  CALLERS 

Can  choose  and  select  from  our 
comprehensive  range  ol  equip 
ment  Compare  Zeiss  with  Lett/ 
Opdyth  with  Kowa  or  Nikon  We 
are  a completely  independent  com 
pany  whose  only  concern  is  that 
our  customers  select  the  correct 
instrument  for  then  personal  needs 

PHONE  ORDERS 

Discuss  your  requirements  with  ou» 
technical  staff  ana  orders  placed 
with  Access  or  Visa  Cards  wi*  be 
despatched  same  day 

MAIL  ORDER 

Just  add  C2  to  help  towaros  P&P 


S3T  ZEISS  £ 


- 8 » 20B  109  00 

• 10  ‘ 25B  209  00 

8 • 20BA  229  00 

• • 8 x 30BGAT  Phone 

• 7 X 42BGAT  Phone 

’ 10  x 40BT  Phone 

i 10x40BGAT  Phone 

- ■ 8 x 56BGAT  Phone 

fC30  GAT  Phone 

sv»ories 

tMuard  5 00 

-»ups(set)  10  00 

*-.ird  4 00 


► icaselor  10  x 40  26  00 


TTZ  £ 

K/id  8 x 20BC  235  00 

\ /id  8 x 20BC A 247  00 

wid10'25BC  247  00 

K/Kj  10  x 25BCA  259  00 

■•'for  compact  1 4 00 

i.-nd  7 x 35BA  399  00 

Kind  8 x 32BA  445  00 

tend  8 x 40BA  499  00 

t.nd10x40BA  499  00 

■end  10  x 40BAN  539  00 

*ase  34  00 

cease  40  00 

^.uard  8 00 

jps(set)  16  00 


CON 

£ 

>B 

74  95 

Y5B 

79  95 

99  95 

>?5B 

11995 

ROB  Roof  Prism 

134  95 

?5B  Root  Pnsm 

149  95 

XQB  Roof  Prism 

239  00 

i j Action 

135  00 

b 5 Action 

135  00 

\ 30  Action 

165  00 

1 JZCF 

189  00 

35ZCF 

209  00 

t».  50  Fieldscope 

269  00 

x 50  Fieldscope  Ed 

489  00 

• 30  x 40  x and  60 

X 

irreces  (each) 

65  00 

nng 

14  25 

UV  filter 

42  00 

«-er  hood 

10  25 

'•'leoe  case 

795 

IE FT  £ 

it'X>n8  5 x 44  1 74  95 

h iy  7.5  x 42  139  95 


and  insurance  and  your  order  wWl 
be  sent  the  same  day  as  we 


OPTOLYTH 

e 

Alpm8  x 30BGA 

186  00 

Alpin  8 * 40BGA 

200  00 

Alpm  10  ■ 40BGA 

205  00 

Alpin  7 x 42BGA 

207  00 

Alpin  10  ■ 50BGA 

221  00 

Rainguard 

400 

Optolytfi30  x 75BGA 

31800 

Optolyth  30  x 80BGA 

353  00 

Optolylh  TB80 

344  00 

320  00 

20WA  TBS80 

88  00 

20  > 

56  00 

30  • 

57  00 

40  « 

58  00 

Case  lor  scopes 

35  00 

OPTICRON 

£ 

Elite  9 x 35 

186  00 

8 x 42HR 

11000 

10  x 42HR 

11400 

60mm  HR  Body 

128  00 

60mm  HR  Body  45 

150  00 

60mm  HR  Body  C>A 

155  00 

20  x -60  x Zoom 

65  00 

22  x WA 

30  00 

40  x 

28  00 

Case  lor  HR 

1500 

Piccolo  body 

107  00 

1 5 x -60  Zoom 

45  00 

22  00 

1500 

Opticron  tripod 

59  95 

KOWA 

TSi  Body  45  Body 

155  00 

TS2Body 

133  00 

20  x WA 

41  00 

27  x WA 

41  00 

TSN-1 

235  00 

225  00 

TSN-3 

435  00 

TSN-4 

425  00 

20  x WA 

69  00 

25  x 

45  00 

40  X 

45  00 

99  00 

TS601 

185  00 

TS602 

165  00 

20  > WA 

47  00 

25  x 

41  00 

40  • 

41  00 

93  00 

Case  for  Kowa 

19  50 

Photo  kit  tor  TSN 

69  00 

FREE  CASE  WHEN 
YOU  BUY  A KOWA' 


BUSHNELL  £ 

Spacemaster  1 40  00 

1 5 » -45  • room  79  00 

20  60  ■ zoom  65  00 

22  ■ WA  39  00 

20  ' or  40  « each  29  00 

Photo  kit  25  00 

Case  15  00 

NEW  CUSTOM  BINOCULARS 
Custom  8 x 36B  1 79  00 

Custom  10  * 40B  189  00 


CARL  ZEISS  JENA 

Jenoptem  8 « 30 
Jenoptem  10  * 50 
Deltnntem  8 x 30 
Dekarem  10-50 
Notarem8  x 32B 
Notarem  10  x 406 

ADLERBLICK 


£ 

44  95 
69  95 
54  95 
88  95 
114  95 
144  95 


QUESTAR  £ 

Field  Model  3 with  broad  band 
coating  supplied  with  50x80* 

(24mm) 

LENS  HOOD  £1886  00 

AND  CASE  1 OOU.UU 

80x  130x(l6mm)  93  15 

Porro  Prism  1 20  75 

Now  available  the  American  burft 
Super  Scope' 


7 • 42B 

125  00 

8 x 42B 

122  00 

10  x 42B 

128  00 

10  x 50B 

143  00 

7 x 21  BA 

109  00 

8 » 24B 

11900 

BRESSER 

£ 

8 ' 42GA  Roof  P 

11900 

10  x 42GA  RoolP 

11900 

7 • 42BGALux 

135  00 

10  x 42BGA  Lux 

149  00 

10  x 50BGA  Lux 

165  00 

MIRADOR 

£ 

8 x 42B 

110  00 

10  x 42B 

11400 

10  x 506 

122  00 

Merlin  25  x 60 

97  00 

Mert.n  18  x -40  x 60 

129  00 

Merlin  30  x 75 

11900 

Merlin  22  x -47  x 75 

157  00 

Case  for  Merlin 

1500 

MANFROTTO 

TRIPODS 

£ 

Mini  PRO  190 

35  00 

Base  144 

45  00 

Bas«c  1 44  black 

50  00 

34  95 

Extra  light  200 

39  95 

Tnpod  strap 

995 

Pro  Mono  Pod 

24  95 

SLIK 

£ 

Gazelle  95D 

37  95 

69  95 

SL67 

104  95 

695 

Mono  Pods  from 

1550 

BARBOUR 

E 

The  best  British  clothing 

tor  the 

worst  Bntish  weather 

Durham  Jacket 

52  95 

32  to  46 

Bedate  Jacket 

28  to  30 

41  75 

32  to  46 

62  95 

Gamefair  Jacket 

71  95 

32  to  46 

Beaufort  Jacket 

75  95 

32  to  46 

Border  Jacket 

82  95 

32  to  46 

Burghley  Jacket 

88  95 

36  to  44 

Northumbria  Jacket 

87  55 

36  to  46 

Linings 

17  45 

Hoods 

1095 

Send  tor  Colour  Barbour  catalogue 

Post  FREE  on  Barbour 

ACCESSORIES 

£ 

Car  window  mount 

22  00 

Universal  mount 

22  00 

Hide  mount 

38  00 

Rowi  Shoulder  Pod 

38  00 

CullmannSl  Pod 

24  95 

Cutlmann  OR 

995 

Rainguard  small 

350 

Ramguard  large 

350 

Leather  lanyard 

350 

Tnpod  strap 

695 

receive  your  cheoue  A*  equipment 
is  suppfced  on  14  days  approval 
upon  receipt  of  M remittance 

SECONDHAND 

Instruments  are  always  available 
T ur neve*  is  last  SO  we  do  not  print  a 
list  Phone  for  mlormation 

PART  EXCHANGE 

Top  prices  paid  tor  good  condition 
equ<xnent 

HOW  TO  FIND  US 

We  are  10  rmns  from  M25  and  A 1 M 
motorways  and  15  mns  walk  from 
High  Barnet  Underground  Station 

TELESCOPES  AND 
TRIPOD  OUTFITS 

H you  purchase  a scope  and  tnpod 
at  the  same  time  we  can  o«er  you  a 
very  special  pnee' 

PHONE  FOR  A QUOTE 

Pnces  correct  2 6 88  E&OE 


SUMMER  OFFER 

£5.00  DISCOUNT 

ON  ANY  BARBOUR  JCKT 
PURCHASED  FROM 
1 MAY  TO  31  AUG 
PLEASE  SEND  THIS 
VOUCHER  OR  COPY  WITH 
ORDER 


INTEREST  FREE  CREDIT  ON  THE 
FOLLOWING  INSTRUMENTS 

ZEISS  WEST  8 x 30BGAT  7 • 42BGAT  10  ■ 40BGAT 
LEITZ  TRINOVID  8 * 40BA  7 ■ 42BA.  10  * 40BAN 
KOWA  TSN-3  or  4 NIKON  FIELDSCOPE  ED 
Simply  select  the  model  of  your  choree  pay 
one-third  of  the  purchase  pnee  with  the  balance 
in  two  equal  payments  one  month  apart 

Phone  wnte  or  call 


BINOCULARS  & TELESCOPES  REPAIRED  ON  THE  PREMISES 

(D356) 


Leading  specialists  in  high  quality 

BINOCULARS  - TELESCOPES 

Select  from  the  World's  finest  Optical  instruments 

ZEISS  (WEST)  • LEITZ  • HABICHT  • NIKON 
OPTOLYTH  • KOWA  • SWIFT  • OPTIMA 
QUESTAR  • MINOLTA  • ADLERBLICK  • BRESSER 
BAUSCH  & LOMB  • BUSHNELL  • OPTICRON 
ZEISS  (EAST)  • MIRADOR 
TRIPODS:  SLIK  MANFROTTO  • COBRA 


Our  showroom  is  set  in  7 
acres  of  private  grounds  with 
ample,  free  and  safe  parking. 
Testing  facilities  are  probably 
the  best  in  the  country. 
Viewing  from  the  showroom  is 
across  a large  pool  with  its 
various  bird  visitors  and  to 
more  distant  views  of  the 
countryside. 


(D307) 


...  . , m-....  , . . . Open  Mon  Sat  10am  - 5pm 

Write  or  phone  NOW  for  current  prices!  mail  order  free  e&oe 


Church  Lane,  Corley,  Coventry  CV7  8BA  | 0676-40501  ^ 


Thailand  Wildlife  Tour 

Explore  lesser  known  Thailand  with  naturalist/ornithologist 

Tony  Pym. 

After  a short  stay  in  Bangkok  we  enjoy  the  birds  and  animals  in 
Khao  Yai  National  Park  and  Pimarn,  and  follow  this  by  driving 
north  to  beautiful  Chiang  Mai  and  Doi  Inthanon  to  see  the  colourful 

hill  tribes. 

Optional  beach  extensions  are  available  in  Thailand  or  a further 

week  touring  Burma. 

New  price  £1345.  Single  supplement  £125 
Departure  7th  December  1988  for  15  days 


Twickers  World 


22CHURCH  STREET, TWICKENHAM 

01-892  7606/8164 

24  HR  BROCHURE:  01-892  7851  ABTA/1ATA/PATA 


Birds  of  the 


Middle  East  and 
North  Africa 

by  P.  A.  D.  Hollom 

R.  F.  Porter, 

S.  Christensen 
and  Ian  Willis 

This  long-awaited  companion 
bird-guide  includes  all  known  breeding, 
wintering,  migratory  and  accidental 
species  in  the  region,  from  Morocco  to 
Iran  and  Arabia.  Over  700  species  are 
covered,  of  which  Ian  Willis  illustrates 
more  than  350  species  in  colour, 
showing  sex,  age  and  seasonal 
differences  where  appropriate;  in 
addition  there  are  many  black  and 
white  identification  drawings  in  the  text. 
The  latter  treats  identification  with 
especial  thoroughness  in  the  species 
accounts  but  there  are  also  sections  for 
voice,  habitat  and  status. 

A special  feature  is  the  510  two-colour 
breeding  distribution  maps  which 
provide  more  up  to  date  information 
than  is  to  be  found  in  any  comparable 
source. 

The  authors  have  long  associations 
with  the  region  and  this  distillation  of 
their  knowledge  and  expertise  has 
provided  a much  needed  guide  of 
unequalled  excellence. 

22  x 14cm,  280  pages  plus  40  colour 
plates,  distribution  maps,  many  line 
illustrations,  £14.00  net 

T & A D POYSER 
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BRITAIN’S 
BEST-LIKED 
SCOPE 
IS  BACK 


6th  in  1 983, 4th  in  1 985.  Now  British 
Birds  survey  of  Binocular  and 
Telescope  Owners  ranks 


BUSHNELL  SPACEMASTER  X60 
British  Birders'  Most  Popular  Scope. 


Because  it  feels  good  and  performs 
well.  For  example,  nobody  else  has 
such  smooth  positive  focussing. 
Weight,  size  and  balance  are  ideal. 

IN  STOCK 


After  a 6-month  drought 
Spacemasters  are  back  on  the  shelf 
(though  the  backlog  means  they’ll 
sell  fast).  Either  trust  your  fellow 
birders  or  phone  or  write  (with  s.a.e.) 
to  us  for  details. 

STRAUSS 

OPTICAL  COMPANY  LTD 

Sole  Agents  for 

BAUSCH  & LOMB  Sports 
Optics 

55  Brewery  Road,  London  N7  9QU 
01-609  2972  (D347) 
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Access 


FOCALPOINT 


Deal  with  birdwatchers  who  understand  your  requirements 


LEITZ  Binoculars 

Beautifully  made  precision  instruments  With 
contrast,  resolution,  flatness  ot  field,  true 
internal  focusing  design,  and  climate  resist- 
ance which  are  unsurpassed  And  all  within  a 
compact  lightweight  design1 
As  used  by  both  principals  ol  Focalpoint- 
and  many  thousands  ol  discerning  birders 
throughout  the  world 


KOWA  Main  Stockists 

TSN-1  (45°) 

TSN-2  (straight) 

TSN-3  (45°  Fluorite) 

TSN-4  (str  Fluorite) 

TS1  (45°) 

TS2  (straight) 

TS6  (compact) 

TS7  (45°) 

TS9  (20  x 50) 

All  eyepieces,  photo-adaptors  and  cases 
from  stock 

KOWA  10  x 50  binocular  £149. 

Upgrade  your  existing  TSN-1/2  lor  the  new 
TSN-3/4  models.  You  need  only  exchange 
the  body,  all  eyepieces,  cases,  etc,  are 
interchangeable 


NEW  Skua  Mkll  cases  lor  Kowa  TSN 
telescopes  in  stock  now.  Total  encase- 
ment, ultra  rugged  and  weatherproof. 
Stays  on  the  scope  at  all  times. 


BIRDGUIDES 


10x40  BAN 
8x40  BA 
7x42  BA 
8x32  BA 
10x25  BCA 
8 x 20  BCA 
Case  (Trinovids) 
Case  (Miniatures) 
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QUESTAR 

- Mirror  Scopes 
From  £1,650 

NIKON  Fieldscope  system 
from  stock  - from  £269. 


Ask  for  details  of  these  tours 
GAMBIA  Nov  '88 
VENEZUELA  Jan  '89 
MAJORCA  Apr  '89 
SOUTHERN  SPAIN  May  '89 
KENYA  Sept  '89 


MAIL  ORDER 
SPECIALIST 
P/P  & INS  FREE! 


REPAIRS  & 
SERVICING 


TONY  & ENID  MURPHY 

FOCALPOINT 

14  Cogshall  Lane,  Comberbach, 
Northwich,  Cheshire  CW9  6BS 

Telephone:  0606  891 098  (D354) 


Open  Mon.-Fri. 

9.30-5.30 
Sat.  9,30-4  00 
Closed  Sundays 
and  Bank  Holidays 


WATCHING 


GET  THE  BEST  OUT 
OF  YOUR  HOBBY 

Treat  yourself  to  an 
annual  subscription  to 
Bird  Watching,  the 
monthly  magazine  that 
does  the  leg  work  for  you. 
The  luxury  of  having  your 
copy  delivered  straight  to 
your  door  is  easy  to 
arrange,  simply  fill  in  the 
coupon  opposite. 

(D359) 


on  I 


Rates:  UK  £ 1 7.00  Overseas  surface  mail  £20.00 
Please  send  me  one  year’s  subscription  to  Bird 
Watching  commencing  with  the  issue  dated 


Name 

Address 


Post  Code 

I enclose  cheque/postal  order  for  the  sum  of 

£ OR  please  debit  my  Access/ 

Visa/American  Express/Diners  Club  account 

with  the  sum  of  £ 


Card  No 

Signature 

Please  send  to:  Bird  Watching 
Subscriptions,  PO  Box  500,  Leicester, 
LE99  OAA 

SC33 
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SHOREBIRDS 
An  identification  guide  to 
the  waders  of  the  world 

Voted  British  Birds  -Best  Bird  Book  of 
the  Year  1986 

' ...  without  doubt,  this  is  an  essential 
addition  for  the  shorebird  enthusiast’s 
library,  and  as  an  identification  guide  it  is 
difficult  to  see  how  it  might  be  improved’. 

R.J.  Chandler,  British  Birds 
£21.95  0-7099-2034-2  88  colour  plates 
1800  birds  painted  in  full  colour 
214  distribution  maps  416  pages 

SEABIRDS 

An  identification  Guide 
— Revised  Edition 

Peter  Harrison 

Voted  British  Birds  - Best  Bird  Book  of 
the  Year  1983 

‘ ...  no  serious  birdwatcher  can  afford  to 
be  without  a copy  of  this  indispensable 
guide’.  Paul  Archer,  British  Birds 

£19.95  0-7470-1410-8  1600  birds  painted 
in  full  colour  324  distribution  maps  88 
colour  plates 

WILDFOWL 

An  identification  guide  to 
the  ducks,  geese  and  swans 
of  the  world 

Steve  Madge  and  Hilary  Bum 

‘All  in  all,  this  book  is  thoroughly 
recommended.' 

Keith  Vinicombe,  British  Birds 
£19.95  0-7470-2201-1  304  pages 
700  birds  painted  in  full  colour, 

155  distribution  maps,  47  colour  plates 


I Available  through  British  BirdShop 


MEK  H 

PUBLISHERS  LIMITED 


& 
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A Study  of 
BLACKBIRDS 


D.  W.  Snow 


After  commanding  high  prices  on  the 
second  hand  market,  Snow’s  classic 
work  on  the  territorial  and  breeding 
behaviour  of  blackbirds  is  once  more 
in  print.  This  revised  edition  has  a 
new  introduction  and  updated  notes 
by  the  author.  Based  on  his  detailed 
study  of  the  blackbirds  of  the  Botanic 
Gardens  Oxford,  his  work  has  become 
that  by  which  other  single  species 
studies  are  judged. 


May  1988,  192pp,215  x 135mm. 
Paperback  0 565  01021  2 £7.95 


NATURAL 

HISTORY 

MUSEUM 

PUBLICATIONS 


Available  from: 

Natural  History 
Museum 
Publications, 
Cromwell  Road, 
London  SW7  5BD. 

Tel:  01  938  9386 

(D351) 


BOOKS 
ON  BIRDS 


Catalogue  on  request 

WHELDON  & 
WESLEY  LIMITED  . 

LYTTON  LODGE 
CODICOTE 
Nr.  HITCHIN 
HERTS.  SG4  8TE 

Tel.  Stevenage  (0438)  820370 

(D274) 


ANNOUNCING 

RAPTOURS 

Join  Bill  Clark, 
author  of  N.Am. 
raptor  guide 
on  a raptor 
watching  tour. 

★ Oct  88  Israel  (&  Cyprus). 
Eleonora’s  & Sooty  Falcons 
+ raptor  migration 

★ Dec  88  S.  Texas 
Winter  Raptor 
Workshop 

★ Jan  89  Senegal, 

African  Raptors 

and  many  other  exciting  tours, 
workshops,  & 3-day  weekends. 

RAPTOURS 

Box  8008,  Silver  Spring, 

MD  20907,  USA 

(D310) 
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QUESTAR 

. ^telescope 


watchers 


Vy  ^ m va, 

ilr  til 

* "1 

if"* 

his  baby  screech  owl,  though  only  a few 
ays  old  and  the  size  of  a small  chick,  looks 
•arsome  when  disturbed  by  puffing  himself 
p and  folding  his  wings  in  front  of  himself, 
e was  photographed  at  30  feet  with  the 
ime  fine  Questar  optics  that  have  taken 
iany  of  the  superb  astronomical  pictures 
tat  we  have  shown  in  our  advertising.  Send 
»r  our  booklet  in  colour  describing  the 


world’s  finest,  most  versatile  telescope, 
which  contains  photographs  by  Questar 
owners  and  describes  the  Field  Model 
Questar  which  has  been  a favourite  of 
birders  for  many  years.  Please  send  $5  to 
cover  handling  and  mailing  costs  to  any- 
where in  Europe,  to  Questar  Corporation, 
P.O.  Box  59,  New  Hope,  PA  18938  USA. 
Telephone  215-862-5277. 
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WE  MAKE  CERTAIN  YOU 
MAKE  THE  CORRECT  CHOICE 


BINOCULAR  & TELESCOPE 
DEMONSTRATIONS 

EVERY  DAY  OF  THE  MONTH 


For  your  personal  demonstration  at  the  location  of  your  choice 

anywhere  in  Cornwall 
PHONE  REDRUTH  (0209)  210060 
If  you  can’t  get  to  Conrwall  try  our  mail  order 
ADVICE  LINE 

Make  the  most  of  your  investment  - you  cannot  afford  not  to  take 
our  friendly  advice  based  on  field  experience  - 

the  most  popular  may  not  be  the  best  for  you! 

Why  take  the  chance  - Phone  SCOPES  (0209)  210060 


WE  KEEP  YOU  WATCHING 


Go  birding 
in  southern  Ireland 

this  autumn  and  winter 


Avoid  the  rush  to  the  Scillies  and  join  Peter  Harrison  and  local 
birder  Frank  King  ‘seawatching’  off  Cape  Clear  and  seeking  those 
American  waders  at  Ballycotton  and  Akeragh  Lough  — or  birding 
amongst  the  wintering  geese  at  the  Wexford  Slobs. 

All  tours  include  return  flight  and  comfortable  hotel. 


For  more  details  ask  for  our  ‘ Seawatch ' and  ‘Winter  Birding  Breaks ' brochures. 


Branta  1 1 Uxbridge  Street,  London  W8  7TQ 

Holidays  (01-2297231) 
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Kay  Optical  (Est.  1962) 

A wealth  of  optical  experience  is  at  your  service  whether  you  wish  to 
purchase  new  equipment  or  have  your  present  equipment  serviced  in  our 

workshop. 

The  best  equipment  is  available  for  you  to  inspect,  test  and  purchase  from 
these  premises,  including,  for  example:- 


BINOCULARS 

etc. 


ZEISS  (West)  £ 

10  x 25  Dialyt  214 

8  x 20  BGA  Dialyt  245 

8 x 30  BGAT  Dialyt  389 

10  x 40  BGAT  Dialyt  Phone 

7 x 42  BGAT  Dialyt  Phone 

8 x 56  BGAT  Dialyt  535 

1 5 x 60  GAT  Porro  793 

7 x 50  BGA  (IF)  Porro  535 

LEITZ  (Leica) 

8x20Trinovid  235 

8x20  BCATrinovid  247 

1 0 x 25  BC  T rinovid  247 

10x25  BCATrinovid  259 

8x32BATrinovid  445 

8 x 40  BA  T rinovid  469 

10x40  BA/NTrinovid  499 

Miniature  soft  case  14 

BA  soft  case  34 

SWAROVSKI 

1 0 x 40  WM  Waterproof  34 1 

7 x 42  M Waterproof  298 

8 x 30  SLC  roof  prism,  water  and 

shock  proof  302 

OPTOLYTH 

8x30Alpin  186 

8 x 40  Alpin  200 

10x40  Alpin  205 

7x42  Alpin  207 

10x50  Alpin  221 

12x50  Alpin  225 

NIKON 

8 x 20  roof  prism  1 39 

1 0 x 25  roof  prism  1 54 

9 x 30  DCF  roof  prism  248 

1 2 x 36  DCF  roof  prism  268 


SWALLOW  £ 

10  x 40  or  8 x 40  rubber-covered,  roof 
prism  1 1 1 

ADLERBLICK 

8x42  123 

8 x 42  rubber  covered  1 43 

1 0 x 42  rubber  covered  1 48 

7x21  compact  109 

8x24  compact  119 

MONOCULARS 

8 x 20  Porro  39 

8 x 30  roof  prism,  rubber  armoured, 
close-focusing  77 

10  x 30  roof  prism,  rubber  armoured, 
close-focusing  79 

NIGHT  VISION 
OPTRON  Infra-red,  hand-held 
scope,  complete  690 

Mains  charger  69 


TELESCOPES 


NIKON 

20  x 60  ED  Phone 

30  x or  40  x eyepieces  65 

Camera  adaptor  1 57 

KOWA 

TSN-1  body  (45°)  235 

TSN-2body  225 

TSN-3  body  (45°)  465 

TSN-4  body  455 

25  x or  40  x eyepiece  50 

20  x (WA)  eyepiece  70 

20-60  x zoom  eyepiece  1 00 

TS-1  body  (45°)  160 

TS-2  body  140 

TS  eyepieces  from  26 


OPTOLYTH 

£ 

30x75 

318 

30x80 

353 

TB  80  body 

344 

TBS  80  body  (45  ) 

320 

TB  eyepieces  from 

56 

15-40x60 

265 

22-60  x 70 

353 

22x60 

210 

22x70 

290 

SPACEMASTER 

With  zoom  eyepiece 

219 

With  22  x WA  eyepiece 

179 

OPTICRON 

60mm  HR  body 

128 

Ditto,  with  rubber 

155 

60mm  HR  body  (45  ) 

150 

Zoom  eyepiece 

65 

Other  eyepieces  from 

26 

30  x 75  Classic 

125 

PICCOLO 

60mm  body 

107 

Zoom  eyepiece 

45 

Other  eyepieces  from 

22 

TRIPODS  etc  (all  one-action) 

Opticron 

60 

Slik  D2 

73 

Slik  SL67 

105 

Universal  clamp 

20 

Hide  clamp 

40 

Car  window  mount 

25 

SPECIAL  OFFER  - Deduct  £10  when  buying  a telescope  and  tripod  together. 


Callers  are,  of  course,  welcomed  and  encouraged  but  you  can  also  use  our 
mail  order  service  if  more  convenient  (allow  £2  ppi)  and  14  days  approval  is 
allowed.  For  callers,  we  are  1 5 minutes'  drive  from  the  M25  (via  A3  then  the 
Merton  turn-off)  or  2 minutes'  walk  from  Morden  tube.  A fuller  list  (with 
prices)  and  a map  sent  upon  request.  E.&O.E. 

Repairs  carried  out  in  our  own  workshops. 


KAY  OPTICAL  will  be  at  the  Information  Centre  of  the  renowned  PAGHAM 
HARBOUR  LOCAL  NATURE  RESERVE  on  SUNDAY  31st  JULY  (1 1 am  to  5 pm). 
You  will  be  able  to  try  and  buy  binoculars,  telescopes,  tripods,  etc.  Also,  repairs  can 
be  quoted  for  and  handed  in.  The  Reserve  is  near  to  Chichester,  W.  Sussex,  on  the 
B2145  into  Selsey. 


Mon-Fri, 

9 am  to  5 pm 
Sat  9 am  to 
1 1 .30  am 


KAY  OPTICAL  SERVICING 


89B  London  Road*,  Morden.  Merton.  Surrey.  Tel:  01-648  8822 


other  times 
by  appointment 


*The  A24.  We  are  opposite  Midland  Bank 
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Congratulations 

to 

Martin  Hallam 
Bird  Illustrator  of  the  Year 

1988 


Officially  appointed  distributor  for  Kowa  Telescopes 

Pyser  Ltd.,  Fircroft  Way,  Edenbridge,  Kent  TN8  6HA. 
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British  Birds 

VOLUME  81  NUMBER  7 JULY  1988 


4 Bird  Illustrator 
of  the  Year’  and  ‘The 
Richard  Richardson 
Award’ 


Sponsored  b\ 


telescopes 


The  sponsorship  of ‘Bird  Illustrator  of  the  Year’  by  Kowa  telescopes  is 
warmly  welcomed,  and  is  particularly  appropriate,  since  an  increasing 
number  of  artists  use  scopes  when  sketching  birds  in  the  field.  The 
winners  were  as  follows: 

Bird  Illustrator  of  the  Year,  1988 

1st  Martin  Hallam  (Reading,  Berkshire) 

2nd  Nicholas  Pike  (YVoodbridge,  Suffolk) 

3rd  .John  Davis  (Chichester,  West  Sussex) 

Runner-up  Darren  Rees  (Newtown,  Powys) 

The  Richard  Richardson  Award 

1st  John  Cox  (Romford,  Essex) 

Runner-up  Stephen  Message  (Cranbrook,  Kent) 

As  in  previous  years,  we  found  ourselves  with  a long  short  list  for  the 
main  award  which  we  eventually  reduced  to  eight  names.  As  well  as  those 
listed  above,  these  were:  Nik  Borrow,  Andrew  Hutchinson,  Michaf  Skakuj 


[ lint . Birds  8 1 : 299-305. July  1 988] 
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Little  Bittern  Ixobrychus  minutus 
( Martin  Hallam ) 


300 


‘Bird  Illustrator  of  the  Year 


Upland  Sandpiper  Bartramia  longicauda  (Marlin  Hallam) 


T urtle  Dove  Slreplopelia  lurtur  (Nicholas  Pike) 


1 Bird  Illustrator  of  the  Year' 
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Rooks  Corvus  frugilegus  (John  Davis)  J 

/ 


and  Andrew  Stock.  The  seven  other  artists  on  our  original  short  list  were: 
Tony  Bellars,  G.  B.  Brown,  David  Daly,  Martin  Elliott,  Ernie  Leahy,  Dave 
Nurney  and  Gordon  Trunkfield. 

All  three  winners  have  been  placed  in  previous  competitions.  Martin 
Hallam  and  Nicholas  Pike  were  third  and  second  respectivelv  in  1985,  and 
John  Davis  was  third  in  1986. 

We  felt  that  some  of  the  artists  whose  work  we  knew  well  from  previous 
competitions  had  not  sent  in  drawings  to  their  own  highest  standards  and 
maybe  this  was  a contributory  factor  in  the  difficulty  we  experienced  in 
placing  the  best  entries.  Nevertheless,  the  general  standard  was  high,  and 
we  were  greatly  impressed  by  many  individual  drawings.  It  is  the  ability  to 
produce  a set  of  four  of  uniformly  high  standard  that  sorts  out  the  best 
from  the  also-rans. 

We  have  always  liked  the  individual  style  in  John  Hollyer’s  work  and, 
although  his  name  has  not  figured  amongst  the  prizewinners,  we  have 
selected  his  work  for  use  on  several  covers  in  recent  years.  This  time,  one 
of  his  drawings  instantly  appealed  to  us  and  we  eventually  decided  that  it 
should  be  awarded  the  PJC  Award  for  individual  merit,  established  last 
year  by  David  Cook  in  memory  of  his  wife  Pauline.  It  is  decorative,  full  of 
atmosphere  as  a group  of  Snow  Buntings  Plectrophenax  nivalis  drifts  along  a 
beach  amongst  dead  vegetation.  It  captures  the  spirit  of  the  birds,  their 
way  of  life  and  their  habitat  in  a way  many  more  conventional,  ‘accurate' 
and  detailed  drawings  often  do  not.  Another  by  John  which  gave  us  much 
pleasure  was  a witty  drawing  of  Herring  Gulls  Lams  argentatus  standing,  or 
landing,  on  a grating — seen  from  below  with  a complex  arrangement  of 
birds,  shadows  and  reflections.  That  it  seemed  not  instantly  appropriate 


WINNER  of  the  PJC  Award:  Snow  Buntings  Plectrophenax  nivalis  John  Hollyer) 
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'Bird  Illustrator  of  the  Year ' 

for  BB  is  probably  more  a criticism  of  BB  than  of  JH.  We  also  liked  very 
much  a simpler  drawing  of  a Herring  Gull,  by  Tony  Bellars,  which  will 
appear  as  a cover  in  due  course,  and  Andrew  Stock's  intricate  and  detailed 
group  of  Teals  Anas  crecca. 

Artists  are  given  a very  precise  set  of  measurements  to  work  to  and  it 
should  be  the  easiest  part  of  the  competition  to  do  so.  To  be  out  by  a 
millimetre  means  that  a drawing  has  to  be  reduced  separately  from  a 
group  that  is  scaled  accurately,  and  this  adds  to  costs.  The  Editor  was 
horrified  to  discover  that,  of  all  the  drawings  sent  to  the  printer  following 
the  judging — for  this  issue  and  future  covers — some  60%  were  not  drawn 
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strictly  to  the  correct  size.  Next  year,  we  shall  look  at  this  aspect  of  the 
competition  very  carefully,  as  we  expect  a completely  professional 
approach  by  winning  entrants.  The  competition  is  to  find  work  suitable 
for  printed  reproduction  in  a magazine  such  as  BB,  and  accurate 
dimensions  are  an  important  part  of  the  exercise. 

The  winner,  Martin  Hallam,  produces  drawings  that  will  give  the 
printer  no  trouble  and  the  ornithologist  no  problems.  They  are  crisp  and 
delicate,  have  a sense  of  design,  and  are  rich  in  tone  and  texture,  produced 
with  skilled,  controlled  pen  work.  We  especially  admired  his  Great  Snipe 
Gallinago  media  and  its  habitat,  but  our  sailor  judge  was  properly  critical  of 
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Guillemots  Uria  aalge  ( Darren  Rees ) 


a wave  below  Martin’s  Wilson’s  Petrel  Oceanites  oceanicus\  note,  however,” 
that  no  artist  escaped  criticism  of  at  least  one  drawing.  Nicholas  Pike’s 
group  was  nicely  varied,  from  his  tiny  Common  Tern  Sterna  hirundo  on  an 
abandoned  concrete  block  to  a Blackbird  Turdus  merula  perched  among  a 
fine  pattern  of  willow  leaves,  which  will  appear  on  the  August  cover;  its 
bill  is  perhaps  a trifle  stumpy.  John  Davis  achieves  some  rich  textures  in 
his  work,  and  his  Bewick’s  Swans  Cygnus  columbiatius,  which  will  feature  on 
a future  cover,  well  conveys  the  feeling  of  a cold,  windy,  winter’s  day.  His 
Yellow  Wagtails  Motacilla  flava  are  rather  too  large  in  relation  to  the  cow’s 
head;  but  what  a brave  effort! 

Darren  Rees  always  produces  good  work,  but  we  felt  the  drawing  of  the 
sea  in  the  background  to  his  splendid  Puffins  Fratercula  arctica  let  the 

drawing  down.  Readers  will  have 
the  chance  to  agree  or  not  when  it 
appears  on  a cover  next  year. 


Left,  Coot  Fulica  alra  ( Stephen  Message) 


Opposite,  Teals  Anas  crecca  ( Andrew  Stock) 


Common  Terns  Sterna  hirundo  (John  Cox) 
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Among  the  entries  for  the  Richard  Richardson  Award,  John  Cox’s  work 
stood  out.  His  two  Magpies  Pica  pica  harassing  an  oiled  Black-headed  Gull 
Lams  ridibundus  was  a striking  but  uncomfortable  drawing.  It  did,  however, 
certainly  fulfil  our  request,  made  last  year,  for  more  drawings  of  birds 
doing  something  of  interest.  Stephen  Message’s  drawings  impressed,  and 
we  had  no  hesitation  in  listing  him  as  runner-up,  to  acknowledge  his  work. 
He  was  also  runner-up  last  year. 

All  the  entries  by  the  winners,  and  selected  drawings  by  48  others,  will 
be  exhibited  throughout  the  25th  Annual  Exhibition  of  the  Society  of 
Wildlife  Artists  at  the  Mall  Galleries,  The  Mall,  London  SW1,  during  22nd 
to31stJuly  1988.  Robert  Gillmor,  Keith  Shackleton  and 
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The  Yelkouan 
Shearwater 
Puffin  us 
( puffinus ?) 

yelkouan 

W.  R.  P.  Bourne,  E.J.  Mackrill,  A.  M.  Paterson  and P.  Yesou 

In  the  classical  Greek  period,  2,500  years  ago,  two  seabirds  had 
already  given  rise  to  immortal  legends  in  the  eastern  Mediterranean. 
The  Siren  was  reputed  to  lure  seafarers  to  their  doom  by  singing  upon 
outlying  rocks,  a habit  found  in  a variety  of  marine  animals,  but 
particularly  characteristic  of  petrels  on  misty  nights.  The  larger  species 
of  the  area  in  particular,  once  known  as  the  Mediterranean  Shearwater 
and  now  as  Cory’s  Shearwater,  which  still  bears  the  local  vernacular 
name  Diomedee  and  scientific  name  Calonectris  diomedea  in  memory  of 
one  of  the  Greeks  who  besieged  Troy  (Winthrope  1973),  has  a voice 
very  like  a foghorn.  In  contrast,  the  Halcyon  was  equally  celebrated 
because  it  was  never  seen  ashore,  and  thought  to  reproduce  upon  the 
surface  of  the  sea  in  calm  weather,  which  was  named  after  it.  This 
seems  equally  characteristic  of  a smaller  species,  long  known  as  the 
Levantine  Shearwater  Puffinus  yelkouan  until  it  was  reclassified  early  in 
this  century  as  a race  of  the  Manx  Shearwater  P.  puffinus  yelkouan,  since  it 
does  not  fly  so  well,  and  is  prone  to  settle  in  flocks  on  the  water  far  from 
its  island  breeding-places  when  the  wind  falls. 

Although  the  identity  of  these  birds  was  forgotten  over  the  years,  and 
they  were  eventually  considered  to  be  all  sorts  of  strange  things,  such  as 
Gannets  Sula  bassana  and  Kingfishers  Alcedo  atthis  (Yapp  1987),  Win- 
thrope (1973)  reported  that  the  name  Halcyon  is  still  used  for  the 
‘Levantine  Shearwater’  in  its  area  of  origin.  There,  it  appears  to  have 
given  rise  via  the  modern  Turkish  ‘Yelkouan’  or  ‘Yelkovan’,  also  used 
for  the  souls  of  the  dead  (Vian  1877,  cited  by  Mayaud  1936),  or  ‘spirit  of 
the  wind’,  and  hence  weathercock  (Pierre  Loti,  cited  in  an  annotation 
by  J.  Yielliard  to  Kumerloeve  1972),  to  the  species’  scientific  name.  In 
the  last  century,  it  was  thought  to  wander  to  British  seas,  until  N.  F. 
Ticehurst  (1908)  noticed  that  one  collected  in  Kent  about  1865  and 
identified  by  John  Gould  as  a new  species  was  originally  reported  to  be 
pink,  and  remained  unusually  dark,  below.  Witherby  (1921)  eventually 
showed  that  all  the  British  specimens  belonged  to  this  form,  which  was 
described  as  a third  race  of  the  Manx  Shearwater,  P.  p.  mauretanicus , by 
Lowe  (1921).  A discussion  between  leading  British  ornithologists  and 
some  distinguished  visitors,  including  Alexander  Wetmore,  Ernst  Mayr 
and  Sir  Charles  Fleming,  under  the  chairmanship  of  Lowe,  when  C.  B. 
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I icehurst  eventually  located  the  breeding-place  in  the  Balearic  Islands, 
was  summarised  as  follows  (Anon.  1930): 

\lr  Witherby  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  he  had  personally  examined  almost  every 
example  ol  this  petrel  which  had  been  recorded  as  P.  yelkouan  in  the  British  Isles. 
Practically  every  one  turned  out  to  be  P.  mauretanicus  (Witherby  1921).  He  also  stated  that 
he  was  inclined  to  think  P.  mauretanicus  would  prove  to  be  a separate  species.  The 
Chairman  said  he  thought  Mr  Witherby  was  right,  and  he  himself  had  been  in  doubt  as  to 
the  position  of  P.  mauretanicus  as  a subspecies  of  P.  pujjmus.  He  thought  that  in  considering 
the  question  of  its  specific  rank  it  was  necessary  to  bear  in  mind  that  not  long  ago, 
geologically  speaking,  the  Mediterranean  consisted  of  two  land-locked  seas  div  ided  by  a 
causeway  whose  remains  were  now  represented  by  Italy,  Sicily,  Malta,  Corsica  and 
Sardinia.  It  seems  possible  P.  mauretanicus originated  in  the  western  basin.’ 

I he  structural  differences  between  the  European  shearwaters  were 
then  studied  by  Mayaud  (1932),  who  found  that,  while  puffin  us,  yelkouan 
and  mauretanicus  are  all  very  similar,  the  last  two  resemble  each  other, 
and  differ  from  the  first,  in  having  a longer,  lower  skull  with  more 
powerful  jaw  muscles,  and  a long  sternum,  but  proportionately  short 
wing  and  tail  adapted  for  more  aquatic  habits,  while  they  differ  from 
each  other  only  in  their  average  size  and  amount  of  marking  below.  He 
also  remarked  how  the  extreme  forms,  puffinus  and  mauretanicus,  occur 
next  to  each  other  rather  than  at  opposite  extremities  of  the  range  of 
the  group,  as  might  be  expected  as  the  result  of  convergence  in  a 
similar  environment  and  hybridisation  if  they  were  all  conspecific, 
though  he  continued  to  treat  them  as  the  same  species. 

In  the  next  definitive  check-list  of  the  petrels,  one  of  the  two  greatest 
authorities  of  the  day,  Mathews  (1934),  added  three  more  very  similar 
North  Pacific  races  to  P.  puffinus.  He  was  initially  followed  by  the  other- 
main  authority,  Murphy  (1952),  who  first  went  on  to  add  two  more 


Fig.  I.  Distribution  of  the  Manx  group  of  shearwaters  Puffinus.  Continuous  arrows  show 
direction  of  movement  of  the  black-backed  forms:  A Manx  Shearwater  P.  p.  puffinus , B 
Townsend’s  Shearwater  P.  ( p. ?)  auricu laris.  C Newell’s  P.  (p.?)  newelli.  H Hutton's  Shearwater 
P.  huttoni.  Dashes  show-  movements  of  the  brown-backed  forms:  D Lev  antine  Shearwater  P. 
(y.?)  yelkouan.  E Balearic  Shearwater  P.  (y.?)  mauretanicus.  F Black-vented  Shearwater  P.  (y. ?) 
opisthomelas,  G Fluttering  Shearwater  P.  gavia.  (Derived  from  Bourne  1982)  All  forms  are 
illustrated  by  Harrison  (1987),  and  mauretanicus  and  yelkouan  will  be  dealt  with  in  detail  by 

Yesou  et  al.  (in  press) 
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races  from  New  Zealand,  but  remarked  that  the  group  appeared  to  be 
divisible  into  contrasting  black-backed  and  brown-backed  forms  every- 
where that  it  occurred,  but,  when  the  New  Zealand  forms  were  shown 
by  Harrow  (1965)  to  differ  markedly  in  their  ecology,  eventually 
concluded  that  yelkouan  and  mauretanicus  are  also  ‘more  distinct  from  the 
Manx  Shearwater  than  present  nomenclature  indicates’  (Murphy 
1967). 

When  Bourne  (in  Ash  & Rooke  1954)  saw  his  hrst  mauretanicus 
alongside  nominate  puffinus  in  1953,  he  immediately  thought  that  they 
differed  in  their  ‘jizz’  as  well  as  their  markings.  On  reviewing  the 
petrels  for  Palmer  (1962),  he  soon  developed  growing  doubts  whether 
they  should  be  considered  conspecihc  when  he  observed  how  inconsis- 
tently Murphy  (1927,  1952)  treated  the  very  similar  geographical 
variation  of  the  smallest  shearwaters,  divided  into  two  species,  the" 
Little  Shearwater  P.  assimilis  and  Audubon’s  Shearwater  P.  Iherminieri , 
and  the  Manx  group,  combined  into  one,  P.  puffinus.  After  examining 
both  the  European  and  the  Australasian  forms  at  sea  and  considering 
Murphy’s  (1967)  terminal  change  of  opinion,  he  eventually  decided  to 
reopen  the  matter  (Bourne  1982),  whereupon  it  emerged  that  the  other 
three  authors  had  arrived  independently  at  similar  conclusions. 

Fluttering  and  Hutton’s  Shearwaters 

At  this  point,  it  may  be  useful  to  describe  the  extreme  situation  found 
in  Australasia.  The  existence  of  local  allies  of  the  Manx  Shearwater 
with  more  marked  adaptations  for  diving,  which  include  a reduction  of 
the  wings  for  use  in  swimming  under  water,  resulting  in  a more 
fluttering  type  of  flight  similar  to  that  of  the  auks  (Brown  et  at.  1978), 
was  noticed  very  early,  in  1773-74  during  Cook’s  second  expedition. 
For  a long  time,  only  one  form  was  recognised,  the  Fluttering 
Shearwater  P.  gavia , which  has  a brown  back  prone  to  fade  and  white 
underparts.  It  tends  to  feed  socially  inshore  on  shoaling  fish,  breeds 
early  in  the  southern  spring  on  islets  around  northern  New  Zealand, 
and  later  disperses  as  far  as  southeast  Australia  to  moult  (Serventy  et  at. 
1971). 

The  existence  of  a second,  larger,  dark-backed  form  with  more 
markings  on  the  sides  of  the  body  and  underwing,  and  a very  long, 
slender  bill,  Hutton’s  Shearwater  P.  huttoni , was  noticed  only  in  1912, 
possibly  because  it  disperses  out  to  sea  to  feed.  Even  then,  its  status 
remained  doubtful  for  over  half  a century,  until  eventually  it  was  found 
to  breed  two  months  later  in  the  spring,  above  the  tree-line  in  the 
mountains  of  the  South  Island  of  New  Zealand  (Harrow  1965,  1976), 
and  then  migrate  to  moult  during  the  winter  in  an  area  of  upwelling 
which  occurs  off  the  northwest  coast  of  Australia  during  the  southeast 
monsoon  (Shuntov  1968;  Halse  1981). 

These  are  such  dramatic  differences  that,  clearly,  the  two  forms  must 
be  treated  as  distinct  species.  Indeed,  once  their  marks  were  worked 
out,  they  proved  quite  easy  to  tell  apart  at  sea  (personal  observation, 
WRPB).  A comparable  situation  appears  to  occur  on  a larger  scale 
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among  the  similar  but  longer-winged  shearwaters  of  the  northern 
hemisphere.  1 his  has  been  obscured  by  their  greater  geographical 
variation,  so  that  each  type  is  represented  by  three  forms  spread  across 
two  oceans,  where  they  have  traditionally  been  classified  in  different 
ways:  as  one  species  in  Europe,  but  as  two  or  three  in  the  Pacific.  The 
resulting  confusion  has  been  increased  by  the  fact  that,  here,  it  is  the 
brown-backed  forms  which  are  the  more  heavily  marked  below. 

Northern  black-backed  (Manx,  Townsend’s  and  Newell’s)  shear- 
waters 

The  Manx  Shearwater  P.  p.  puffinus  has  acquired  a misleading  image  in 
Europe  as  an  inhabitant  of  northern  seas,  where  it  appears  very  ‘lithe’ 
(Cramp  & Simmons  1977)  and  black-and-white,  owing  to  the  compara- 
tively sharp  division  between  the  dark  upperparts  and  white  underparts 
as  it  swoops  over  stormy  waters  among  stouter  Fulmars  Fulmarus 
glacialis.  If,  however,  we  consider  the  rest  of  its  range,  where  it  has  been 
seriously  affected  everywhere  by  introduced  predators,  a different 
picture  emerges.  Thus,  some  still  breed  in  the  mountains  of  the 
Canaries,  Madeira  and  the  Azores,  and  formerly  bred  in  the  consolidated 
coral  sand-dunes  of  Bermuda,  as  far  south  as  30°N  in  the  Atlantic;  and 
two  close  allies,  Townsend’s  Shearwater  P.  p.  auricularis  and  Newell’s 
Shearwater  P.  p.  newelli , also  breed  in  the  mountains  of  the  Revilla  Gigedos 
and  Hawaii,  and  one  was  found  in  the  last  century  at  Saipan  in  the 
Marianas,  at  20°N  iti  the  tropical  Pacific  (Bourne  1982;Jehl  1982). 

Thus,  possibly,  this  was  originally  a subtropical  oceanic  species — with  a 
continuous  range  through  the  Strait  of  Panama  before  it  closed  some  two 
million  years  ago — which  has  begun  to  spread  north  along  the  warm 
North  Atlantic  Drift  only  since  the  last  ice-age.  It  has  only  recently 
colonised  Newfoundland  (Storey  & Fieri  1985),  and  has  not  yet  reached 
the  North  and  Barents  Seas.  These  birds  all  lay  rather  late  in  the  spring,  in 
April  and  May,  and  appear  to  move  south  to  moult  in  the  winter,  in  the 
Pacific  as  well  as  the  Atlantic  (King  & Gould  1967),  where  they  may  be 
unable  to  face  the  stronger  competition  from  their  more  numerous 
southern  allies  south  of  the  equator.  Thus,  so  far,  only  the  expanding 
Atlantic  population  is  known  to  go  farther  south,  where  most  appear  to 
winter  off  eastern  South  America  (Thomson  1965),  some  off  southwest 
Africa  (Lambert  1975),  and  a few  individuals  reach  Australia  and  New 
Zealand  (Tennyson  1986). 

Northern  brown-backed  (Levantine,  Balearic  and  Black-vented)  shear- 
waters 

Although  it  has  been  claimed  that  little  is  known  about  the  Mediterranean 
representatives  of  the  Manx  Shearwater,  large  series  have  been  discussed 
by  Loomis  (1919)  and  Mayaud  (1932),  and  they  are  common  birds  in  well- 
known  seas.  Basically,  they  resemble  tubby,  short-tailed  Manx  Shear- 
waters with  a rather  bustling,  flutter)  flight,  a brown  back  which  fades 
markedly  and  then  appears  very  patchy  when  the  dark  new  feathers  start 
to  appear  during  the  moult,  and  a variable  amount  of  diffuse  marking  on 
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the  underparts,  which  therefore  often  show  less  contrast  with  the 
upperparts  (Yesou  et  al.  in  press).  They  tend  to  feed  in  groups  on  the  water 
offshore,  and  lay  early  on  offshore  islets  around  the  northern  Mediterra- 
nean when  the  marine  divergences  are  best  developed  there,  between 
February  and  April  (Ovchinnikov  1966;  Gallagher  et  al.  1981),  dispersing 
north  to  moult  where  front-formation  occurs  offshore  later  in  the  summer. 

Nominate  yelkouan  is  known  to  breed  on  offshore  islets  from  the  south 
coast  of  France  and  eastern  Algeria  west  to  the  Aegean,  and  at  least  once 
in  the  Black  Sea  off  Bulgaria  (Cramp  & Simmons  1977;  Brichetti  1979; 
Ledant  et  al.  1981).  It  is  slightly  larger  in  its  average  dimensions  than 
nominate  piiffinus  (table  1),  and  has  a browner  back.  Although  it  has  been 
claimed  that  it  may  vary  locally  in  shade,  this  may  be  due  to  variation  in 
the  amount  of  fading  in  different  areas  or  age-groups  (Yesou  et  al.  in 
press),  and  little  difference  can  be  seen  in  20  skins  in  fresh  plumage  from' 
Tunisia,  Corsica,  Italy,  Sicily,  Malta,  Yugoslavia,  Greece,  and  Turkey,  the 
largest  (wing  143  mm)  from  Malta  in  December.  There  is  normally  more 
diffuse  pigment  beneath  the  tail  than  on  pujfinus,  and  in  about  half  it 
extends  up  the  side  of  the  body  beneath  the  wing.  One  individual  taken  off 
Oran,  Algeria,  on  6th  March  1873,  with  dimensions  near  the  mean  for  this 
race  (wing  134  mm),  otherwise  resembles  the  darker  specimens  of 
mauretanicus,  and  could  belong  to  either  form.  Similar  specimens  taken 
later  in  the  season  show  a variable  amount  of  fading  above. 

The  birds  normally  appear  to  lay  in  March  and  April  everywhere,  and 
fledge  their  chicks  by  July.  They  appear  to  feed  in  coastal  currents  at  this 
time,  and  1 1 dated  specimens  out  of  16  from  the  famous  feeding-place  in 
the  current  leaving  the  Black  Sea  through  the  Bosphorus  were  taken 
between  March  and  June.  Subsequently,  many  appear  to  move  east  and 
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north;  a chick  ringed  off  southern  France  in  July  was  recovered  off  eastern 
Sicily  a month  later;  an  adult  ringed  in  Malta  in  May  was  recovered  in 
Greece  in  mid  July;  and  two  chicks  ringed  in  Malta  were  recovered  the 
following  June  and  in  August  three  years  later  off  the  north  coast  of  the 
Black  Sea.  1 ens  of  thousands  congregate  for  much  of  the  year,  to  feed  on 
anchovies  Engraulis  encrasicolus  in  this  last  area,  where  a marine  front  is 
shown  by  infra-red  satellite  images,  and  it  may  serve  as  a nursery  for 
young  birds  (Frank  1952;  Van  Impe  1975;  Cramp  & Simmons  1977; 
Brichetti  1979;  Sultana  & Gauci  1982;  Jarry  1986;  Department  of 
Electronics,  Dundee  University). 

Subsequently,  the  old  birds  may  return  to  the  breeding  area,  since  they 
start  to  visit  the  colonies  off  the  south  coast  of  France  by  November  (Vidal 
1965).  Others,  which  may  be  largely  immature,  or  displaced  by  hard 
weather,  also  appear  to  move  south  and  east  into  the  area  where  they  are 
not  yet  known  to  breed.  One  newly  fledged  bird  in  the  Royal  Scottish 
Museum  came  ashore  in  Cyprus  on  26th  August  1969,  and  three  adults 
were  collected  off  the  coasts  of  Israel  and  Egypt  (where  anchovies  also 
occur  in  the  Nile  outflow)  in  September,  three  were  taken  there  and  two 
off  Tunis  in  January,  and  six  were  taken  off  Tunisia  in  March.  Some 
apparently  occur  off  Tunisia  and  Algeria  (where  an  unknown  number 
breed)  throughout  the  year  (Brichetti  1979;  Ledant  el  at.  1981),  but  reports 
of  their  occurrence  farther  west  have  not  yet  been  substantiated  by 
specimens.  Hundreds,  and  sometimes  thousands,  of  predominantly  pale 
moulting  birds,  which  seem  likely  to  include  at  least  a proportion  of 
yelkouan , have,  however,  been  reported  mainly  from  boats  in  the  Strait  of 
Gibraltar  as  far  west  as  Tangier  Bay  in  some  but  not  all  summers  in  the 
past  (Telleria  1981;  de Juana  & Paterson  1986;  E.  Garcia  & C.  Finlayson  in 
lift.).  Bourne  also  thought  that  the  great  majority  of  a flock  of  about  a 
thousand  moulting  shearwaters  seen  from  a submarine  off  Algeciras  Bay 
on  11th  September  1964,  rather  late  in  the  season  for  mauretanicus, 
resembled  yelkouan , though  Mackrill  and  Paterson  have  failed  to  identify  it 
from  the  shore,  and  it  has  never  been  proved  to  reach  the  Atlantic. 

The  form  mauretanicus  may  appear  larger  than  yelkouan , and  some  are 
more  heavily  marked  below,  owing  to  the  progressive  extension  of  the 
pigment  beneath  the  tail,  which  may  already  extend  up  the  side  of  the 
body  on  yelkouan , on  to  the  underwing  and  across  the  breast.  This  is  most 
marked  on  an  immature  in  the  British  Museum  (Nat.  Hist.)  which  was 
collected  on  Mallorca  on  27th  July  1927,  which  has  much  of  the 
underparts  "powdered’  with  coffee-coloured  pigment.  Some  thousands  of 
pairs  are  known  to  lay  in  February  and  March  in  the  Balearic  Islands, 
when  shearwaters  have  also  been  heard  calling  along  the  northeast  coast 
of  Spain  (de  Juana  1984).  One  skin  in  the  BM  (NH)  was  collected  off 
Algiers  on  24th  February  1873,  when  the  small  dark  bird  of  uncertain  race 
reported  above  was  taken  off  Oran  on  6th  March,  and  another  in  the 
Museum  National  d'Histoire  Naturelle  was  taken  off  the  mouth  of  the 
Moulaya  River,  eastern  Morocco,  on  15th  March  1957.  A few  were  seen  off 
the  Camargue,  France,  on  27th  March  1961  (Erard  1962),  and  they  are 
said  to  reach  Corsica,  Sardinia  and  Libya  (Bundy  1976;  Brichetti  1979), 
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though  Thibault  (1983)  considered  that  more  proof  is  required  for  at  least 
Corsica. 

Some  stay  near  the  Balearic  Islands  all  the  year  around,  and  small 
groups  of  moulting  birds  have  also  been  observed  off  southeast  Spain  in 
summer  (de  Juana  & Paterson  1986;  AMP  & EJM);  it  is  not  clear  which 
form  occurs  off  North  Africa  at  this  time.  The  bulk  of  the  population  start 
to  leave  the  Mediterranean  in  May,  with  the  peak  at  Gibraltar  in  late  June 
(Telleria  1981),  while  a northward  movement  involving  over  4,000  birds 
was  seen  near  Lisbon  in  mid  June  1983  (A.  M.  Teixeira  in  lift.).  Some 
10,000-15,000,  which  have  included  two  juveniles  ringed  on  Formentosa 
and  Mallorca  in  the  Balearic  Islands  one  and  three  months  before,  then 
gather  in  the  vicinity  of  a marine  front  off  the  west  coast  of  France,  where 
the  old  birds  moult  (Yesou  1985,  1986;  Hemery  el  al.  1986).  Moulting 
birds  have  been  collected  off  Devon  and  Sark,  in  the  Channel  Islands,  in 
August,  and  small  numbers,  which  may  include  a high  proportion  of 
apparently  immature  dark  birds,  reach  the  northern  limit  of  their  range  off 
Scotland  and  Scandinavia  in  September  (Cramp  & Simmons  1977),  when 
they  appear  to  accumulate  in  the  vicinity  of  another  front  off  northeast 
England  (Witherby  1921;  Hope  Jones  & Tasker  1982).  Two  moulting 
birds  are  also  said  to  have  been  collected  in  False  Bay,  South  Africa,  on 
29th  September  1979  (Mackrill  1988). 

Thousands  of  birds  have  been  seen  leaving  the  Bay  of  Biscay  around 
northwest  Spain  in  September  and  October  (Huyskens  & Maes  1971),  and 
two  in  fresh  plumage  in  the  BM  (NH),  collected  ofT  Portugal  in  October, 
which  puzzled  Ash  & Rooke  (1954)  could  have  been  taking  part  in  this 
movement.  Although  Bourne  detected  only  a few  mauretanicus  among  the 
numerous  shearwaters  moulting  in  the  Strait  of  Gibraltar  in  September 
1964,  Mackrill  has  seen  them  returning  east  there  regularly  from  19th 
October  (Yesou  et  al.  in  press).  This  race  also  reappears  at  the  breeding 
places  from  November  (J.  Mayol  & J.  Muntaner  verbally),  although  some, 
possibly  the  darker  immatures,  appear  to  spend  the  winter  in  an  area  of 
upwelling  with  a rich  food  supply  also  frequented  by  Audouin’s  Gulls 
Larus  audouinii  from  the  Mediterranean  (Beaubrun  1983)  off  west  Africa 
(Mackrill  in  Yesou  et  al.  in  press),  and  continue  to  return  through  the 
Strait  of  Gibraltar  into  March  (Pineau  & Giraud-Audine  in  Mayaud  1982). 

Unfortunately,  the  Californian  Black-vented  Shearwater  P.  opisthomelas, 
which  has  normally  been  treated  as  a distinct  species,  appears  to  be  one  of 
the  least-studied  members  of  the  group.  Its  skins  are,  however,  intermedi- 
ate in  size  and  appearance  between  those  yelkouan  and  mauretanicus , with 
a more  marked  tendency  for  dark  markings  to  occur  in  a band  across  the 
breast,  and,  in  common  with  the  other  North  Pacific  forms,  it  has  a 
comparatively  long  tail  (table  1).  Its  behaviour  is  apparently  very  similar 
to  that  of  the  Mediterranean  forms,  the  birds  feeding  inshore,  breeding  on 
offshore  islets  in  the  south  of  their  range  early  in  the  spring,  and 
dispersing  north  to  moult  later  in  the  summer  (Palmer  1962). 

Discussion 

A species  has  been  defined  as  a group  of  organisms  which  interbreed 
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167.  ( 'cry’s  Shearwater  Calonectris  diomedea  (left)  and  Yelkouan  Shearwater  Puffinus  yelkouan 
yelkouan , Corsica,  France,  May  1982  ( Nicolas  Crispim) 


freely  with  each  other  but  not  with  other  species.  In  the  last  century,  a 
multitude  of  geographical  forms  of  birds,  many  of  which  obviously 
intergrade  and  interbreed  with  each  other,  were  described  as  distinct 
species,  until  the  number  became  unmanageable,  and  the  less  distinct 
entities  were  demoted  to  geographical  races  of  other  species,  in  an  equally 
uncritical  manner.  In  the  process,  a number  of  ‘sibling  species’  were 
united  as  races  of  the  same  species,  although  it  has  since  been  shown  that 
they  differ  in  a number  of  respects  and  by  no  means  interbreed  freely.  An 
early  example  is  provided  by  the  classical  observation  by  Gilbert  White 
(1789)  that  more  than  one  species  of  Phylloscopus  occurs  in  Britain;  another 
by  the  discovery  that  Willow  Tits  Parus  montamis  occur  commonly  among 
British  Marsh  Tits  P.  palustris  (Rothschild  1907);  and,  more  recently,  the 
Scottish  Crossbill  Loxia  scotica  has  also  been  recognised  as  a distinct 
species  (Knox  1976). 

In  each  case,  once  the  difference  was  recognised,  the  birds  were  found 
to  varv  in  a number  of  ways,  including  their  voices,  habitat  preferences, 
annual  cycles,  and  movements.  It  appears  that,  when  races  of  the  same 
species  come  into  contact  with  each  other,  they  are  liable  to  interbreed 
and  intergrade;  whereas,  when  distinct  species  meet,  they  seldom 
interbreed,  and  instead  tend  to  develop  exaggerated  differences,  which 
serve  as  isolating  mechanisms  which  help  to  maintain  their  distinctness. 
Bourne  (1955)  has  postulated  that  the  occurrence  of  this  phenomenon, 
later  christened  ‘character  displacement'  by  Brown  & Wilson  (1956;  but 
see  criticisms  by  Grant  1972),  provides  a test  for  the  distinctness  of  similar 
species,  quoting  the  European  shearwaters  as  an  example. 
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Table  1.  Characters  of  the  Mai 

Measurements:  mean,  standard  deviation  and  range  in  mm  all  by  YVRPB.  / 

dealt  with  in  detail  by  Yesou  et  al.  (i 


Form 

Habitat 

Breeds 

Migrates 

Markin 

F.UROPF. 

Manx  Shearwater 

P 

N Atlantic 

S Atlantic 

Black, 

P.  p.  puffinus 

hills  & isles 

Sep-Mar 

white 

Apr-May 

below 

Levantine  S. 

C 

E Mediterranean 

Black  Sea 

Brownt 

P.  y.  yelkouan 

cliffs  & isles 

Jul-Oct? 

darker 

Mar-Apr? 

sides 

Balearic  S. 

C 

W Mediterranean 

N\V  Europe 

Brown 

P.  y.  mauretanicus 

cliffs  & isles 

Jul-Oct 

dull 

Feb-Mar? 

below 

NORTH  PACIFIC 

* 

Newell’s  S. 

P 

Hawaii 

E tropical 

Black, 

P.  p.  newelli 

mountains 

Pacific? 

white 

May-Jun? 

Dec-Feb? 

below 

Townsend  s S. 

P 

Revilla  Gigedos 

Sedentary? 

Brown 

P.  p.  auricularis 

mountains 

darker 

Feb-Mar? 

sides 

Black-vented  S. 

C 

Baja  California 

NW  North 

Brown 

P.  y.  opisthomelas 

isles 

America 

dull 

Feb-Mar? 

Jul-Oct? 

breast 

NEW  ZEALAND 

Fluttering  S. 

C 

North  Island 

SE  Australia 

Brown 

P.  gavia 

islets 

Feb-Aug? 

white 

Sep-Oct 

below 

Hutton’s  S. 

P 

South  Island 

NW  Australia 

Darker 

P.  huttoni 

mountains 

Mar-Sep? 

back, 

Nov- Dec? 

sides 

It  is  notable  that  Mayaud  (1932)  had  already  remarked  that  mauretanicus, 
which  regularly  encounters  puffinus  when  it  migrates  from  the  western 
Mediterranean  into  the  Atlantic,  shows  a greater  difference  in  size  and 
appearance  from  it  than  does  the  eastern  Mediterranean  form  yelkouan , 
which  appears  to  migrate  in  the  opposite  direction  into  the  Black  Sea, 
where  puffinus  is  absent.  Subfossil  remains  about  30,000  years  old,  which 
apparently  belong  to  another  shearwater  of  the  yelkouan  group  about  one- 
third  larger  than  the  existing  forms,  have  now  also  been  found  at  a former 
colony  on  the  low,  desert  island  of  Lanzarote  in  the  eastern  Canary 
Islands,  close  to  a colony  of  puffinus  in  the  mountains  of  the  western  island 
of  Palma  (C.  J.  O.  Harrison,  C.  Walker  and  A.  Martin,  verbally  and  in  lilt.), 
so  that  the  birds  may  have  differed  to  an  even  greater  extent  when  they 
bred  in  closer  proximity  during  the  last  glaciation. 

An  examination  of  the  characteristics  of  the  surviving  members  of  the 
Manx  group  of  shearwaters  as  a whole  (table  1)  indicates  that,  in  all  three 
areas  where  they  occur,  they  can  be  divided  into  two  types:  dark-backed 
birds  which  tend  to  feed  out  at  sea,  nest  late  in  the  season  in  mountains 
inland,  and  migrate  into  or  through  lower  latitudes  to  moult  in  the  winter; 
and  brown-backed  birds  which  tend  to  feed  inshore,  nest  earlier  in  the 
season  on  offshore  islets,  and  disperse  into  higher  latitudes  to  moult  in  the 
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:>up  of  shearwaters  PuJJmus 

ms  are  illustrated  by  Harrison  (1987),  and  mauretanicus  and  yelkouan  will  be 
jp).  Habitat:  P = pelagic;  C = coastal 

Measurements  (mm)  Ratios 


Wing 

fail 

Culmen 

Tarsus 

W/Tl 

W/C 

W/Ts 

Ts/C 

235±5.7 

221-243 

73.3±3. 1 
68-79 

34.9±  1.3 
32-37 

45.0±  1.3 
43-49 

3.2 

6.7 

5.2 

1.29 

232±5.6 

220-243 

70.1  ±3.0 
63-74 

36.0±  1.5 
34-74 

45.1  ±1.5 
43-48 

3.3 

6.4 

5.1 

1.25 

246  ±5.6 
234-254 

72.7  ±2. 1 
68-76 

38.5±  1.9 
35-43 

47.9±1.4 

46-50 

3.4 

6.4 

5.0 

1.24 

239±7.8 

230-245 

82.0±2.6 

79-84 

33.0±2.0 

31-35 

46.0±  1.7 
45-48 

2.9 

7.2 

5.0 

1.39 

230±4.8 

225-237 

76. 3±  1 .9 
74-79 

32. 7±  1 .5 

45.4±  1.3 

3.0 

7.0 

5.1 

1.39 

240±5.3 

231-252 

79.2±2.9 

72-83 

36. 8±  1.8 
33-39 

45.1  ± 1.6 
43-49 

3.0 

6.5 

5.3 

1.23 

206+5.7 

198-213 

59.8±2.2 

58-64 

33. 3±  1.6 
30-35 

42.1  ±2.4 
40-45 

3.4 

6.2 

4.9 

1.26 

220±5.3 

212-230 

65.4±2.9 

61-71 

36. 0±  1 .0 
35-38 

42.2  ±1.1 
40-44 

3.4 

6.1 

5.2 

1.17 

summer.  The  local  representatives  of  the  two  forms  have  normally  been 
treated  as  distinct  species  in  the  North  Pacific,  and  have  recently  been 
recognised  as  distinct  in  Australasia;  yet,  although  a variety  of  good 
authorities  listed  earlier  have  repeatedly  suggested  that  they  may  be 
distinct,  they  have  always  been  treated  as  conspecific  in  Europe. 

Murphy  (1952)  has  suggested  that  this  situation  arose  because  the 
birds’  common  ancestor  evolved  in  the  great  Tethys  Ocean,  which  once 
encircled  the  middle  latitudes  of  the  northern  hemisphere  in  the  early 
Tertiary'  period  some  tens  of  millions  of  years  ago,  and  then  dispersed  in 
opposite  directions  around  the  world,  through  an  ancient  waterway 
between  Eurasia  and  Africa  to  the  east,  and  a more  recent  one  between  the 
Americas  to  the  west,  until  the  diverging  extremes  met  and  developed  an 
overlapping  distribution.  This  seems  questionable  because  it  would  have 
provided  little  opportunity  for  the  segregation  of  distinct  stocks  with 
different  habits  likely  to  provide  isolating  mechanisms  when  they  came 
into  contact  again,  and  because  the  eastern  waterway  may  have  closed  too 
soon,  so  we  suggest  the  following  modification  to  his  hypothesis. 

It  seems  likely  that  the  common  ancestor  of  the  black-and-white  diving 
shearwaters  originated  in  the  Tethys  Ocean,  since,  unlike  most  other 
groups  of  petrels,  they  still  have  a wider  distribution  in  that  area  than  in 
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the  southern  hemisphere,  and  it  is  known  that  shearwaters  were  well 
represented  there  in  the  past  (Olson  1985).  Their  subsequent  evolution 
may  have  resulted  from  the  progressive  disruption  of  that  ocean  to  give 
rise  to  a series  of  temporarily  isolated  water-masses  in  central  Eurasia  in 
the  middle  Tertiary,  and  then  the  North  Atlantic  and  Pacific  Oceans  as 
the  result  of  the  formation  of  the  Isthmus  of  Panama  at  the  end  of  the 
Tertiary,  as  follows: 

1.  Probably  the  first  development  was  the  isolation  of  the  ancestor  of  the  most  distinct 
derivatives,  the  closely  related  Little  P.  assimilis  and  Audubon’s  Shearwaters  P.  Iherminieri,  in 
an  increasingly  warm  environment  in  the  Indian  Ocean  about  15  million  years  ago,  from 
where  they  have  dispersed  throughout  the  warmer  seas. 

2.  The  ancestor  of  the  coastal  brown-backed  shearwaters  may  then  also  have  become  isolated 
in  one  of  the  central  Eurasian  water-masses,  probably  but  not  necessarily  the  Mediterranean 
(since  there  were  other  enclosed  seas  farther  east)  when  it  was  temporarily  cut  off  and  partly 
dried  out  to  form  a series  of  shallow  saline  lagoons  with  fertile  margins  about  five  million 
years  ago  (Busson  el  al.  1980). 

3.  Meanwhile,  the  original  stock  survived  in  the  largest  remaining  fragment  of  the  Tethys 
Ocean,  to  give  rise  to  the  pelagic  black-backed  shearwaters,  which  now  have  a 
transequatorial  migration  in  the  Atlantic,  but  a bipolar  distribution  in  the  comparable  parts 
of  the  Pacific. 

4.  By  the  time  the  connections  between  the  Atlantic,  the  Mediterranean  and  the  Black  Seas 
were  restored  towards  the  end  of  the  Tertiary,  their  shearwaters  must  have  developed  a 
sufficiently  different  ecology,  movements  and  especially  annual  cycles  to  remain  distinct. 

5.  It  remains  debatable  whether  the  Mediterranean  form  of  brown-backed  shearwater  may 
have  succeeded  in  spreading  to  the  Pacific  area  around  the  coasts  of  the  last  remnant  of  the 
Tethys  Ocean,  which  was  warmer  than  the  modern  northern  oceans  and  probably  more 
congenial  to  it,  before  the  final  closure  of  the  Isthmus  of  Panama  about  two  million  years  ago 
(Schmidt-Effing  1980),  or  whether  very  similar  brown-backed  forms  may  also  have  evolved  in 
much  the  same  manner  there  in  the  region  of  the  Gulf  of  California  and  New  Zealand. 

If  this  analysis  is  correct,  it  would  appear  that  these  shearwaters  have 
not  only  been  familiar  to  man  for  rather  a long  time,  but  are  in  fact  rather 
old  European  sibling  species  (much  older  than  man),  which  originated 
during  the  formation  of  the  continent.  At  least  one  of  them,  possibly  both, 
has  subsequently  spread  throughout  the  world,  in  much  the  same  way 
that  a Manx  Shearwater  P.  puffinus  ringed  in  Britain  is  still  capable  of 
reaching  Australia  (Thomson  1963),  so  that  comparable  pairs  of  oceanic 
and  coastal  representatives,  and  sometimes  a third  smaller  ally  as  well, 
now  occur  in  most  warm,  temperate  seas. 

Most  of  these  shearwater  populations  have  well-established  vernacular 
names,  but,  if  the  Mediterranean  forms  yelkouan  and  mauretanicus- — which 
have  been  referred  to  individually  as  the  Levantine  and  Balearic 
Shearwaters— -are  combined  to  form  a distinct  species,  it  becomes 
necessary  to  devise  a distinctive  vernacular  name  that  will  cover  both  of 
them  collectively.  In  the  circumstances,  it  seems  a pity  that  the  historic 
name  Halcyon  has  become  indissolubly  linked  to  the  kingfishers  (though 
apparently  still  perpetuated  in  the  Turkish  vernacular  and  scientific  name 
yelkouan ),  and  that  the  attractive  alternative  ‘Mediterranean  Shearwater’ 
was  applied  for  many  years  to  a race  of  another  species,  now  rather 
inappropriately  termed,  for  similar  reasons,  Cory’s  Shearwater.  It  may 
therefore  be  best  to  fall  back  on  the  unmistakable  modern  Turkish 
vernacular  and  scientific  name  and  call  the  species  Yelkouan  Shearwater. 
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It  remains  debatable  whether  the  North  Pacific  forms  are  closely  related 
to  the  European  ones,  or  have  evolved  independently,  although  they  are 
apparently  very  similar,  differing  morphologically  only  in  all  having 
slightly  longer  tails  (table  1).  Clearly,  there  is  also  a need  for  the 
investigation  of  such  factors  as  the  birds’  biochemistry,  voices  (Dr  Claude 
C’happuis  reports,  verbally,  that  there  is  a difference  between  the  calls  of 
yelkouan  and  puffinus),  and  parasites  (Timmermann,  1965,  reported  that 
they  also  diller  in  their  Mallophaga,  and  Guiguen  & Monnat,  1983,  1985, 
and  Dr  C.  Guiguen  (verbally)  that  they  differ  in  their  Siphonaptera),  to 
elucidate  the  details  of  their  relationships.  Since  the  European  scientific 
names  are  older  and  take  priority,  this  will,  however,  not  affect  European 
nomenclature.  The  southern  forms  which  live  in  a very  different 
environment  among  a greater  variety  of  competitors  have  diverged  much 
more  markedly,  and  clearly  deserve  to  be  treated  as  distinct  species. 
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Summary 

The  classical  Halcyon,  whose  true  identity  is  indicated  by  its  local  vernacular  and  scientific 
name  yelkouan , is  a rather  tubby,  brown-backed  sibling  species  of  the  Manx  Shearwater 
Puffinus puffinus,  with  a short  tail,  a big  bill,  prominent  feet,  a variable  amount  of  dark  marking 
on  the  underparts,  and  a Huttery  flight.  It  may  have  evolved  in  the  Mediterranean  when  it 
was  cut  off  from  the  other  oceans  about  five  million  years  ago,  and  has  developed  as  a more 
coastal  species.  It  feeds  inshore,  nests  early  in  the  spring  on  offshore  islands,  and  then 
migrates  into  higher  latitudes  to  moult  later  in  the  summer.  It  is  divisible  into  two  races  in 
Europe,  including  the  small,  white-breasted  nominate  yelkouan  (‘Levantine  Shearwater  ), 
which  breeds  around  most  of  the  Mediterranean,  appears  to  migrate  northeast  towards  the 
Black  Sea  and  has  never  been  proved  to  visit  the  Atlantic,  and  the  large,  often  darker- 
breasted  mauretanicus  (‘Balearic  Shearwater  ),  which  breeds  in  the  Balearic  Islands  and 
migrates  up  and  down  the  western  coasts  of  Europe  and  Africa. 

An  intermediate  form  of  uncertain  status  which  has  usually  been  treated  as  a distinct 
species,  the  Black-vented  Shearwater  opisthomelas , behaves  similarly  off  the  west  coast  of 
North  America,  and  a more  distinct  ally,  the  Fluttering  Shearwater  P.  gavia,  carries  out 
similar  movements  between  northern  New  Zealand  and  southeast  Australia.  The  Manx 
Shearwater  and  various  allies  have  a similar  distribution,  but  tend  to  occur  farther  out  to  sea, 
nest  in  hills  inland,  and  migrate  into  or  through  lower  latitudes  to  moult  in  the  winter.  The 
Little  P.  assimilis  and  Audubon's  Shearwaters  P.  Iherminieri  may  also  derive  from  another 
population  of  the  same  ancestral  stock  which  was  cut  off  earlier  in  the  Indian  Ocean  and  has 
now  spread  throughout  the  warmer  seas.  In  order  to  avoid  confusion  with  names  which  have 
been  used  in  other  wavs,  it  is  suggested  that  P.  yelkouan  could  be  referred  to  as  the  Yelkouan 
Shearwater. 
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Mystery  photographs 


Last  month's  mystery'  bird  (plates  158*&  168)  can  be  identified 
as  either  a bunting  (Emberizidae),  finch  (Fringillidae)  or 
sparrow  (Passeridae)  by  the  shape  and  size  of  its  bill.  The  combination  of 
small  head  relative  to  body  size  and  bill  shape  identify  this  as  a bunting. 


This  is  confirmed  by  the  ‘face'  patterning  and  the  presence  of  white  outer 
tail  feathers  which  can  just  be  seen  in  the  photograph.  A sparrow  would 
show  a larger  head,  relative  to  the  body,  and  less  of  a face  pattern.  No 
sparrow  (apart  from  Snowfinch  Montifringilla  nivalis ) has  white  outer  tail 
feathers,  and  few  sparrows  show  the  definite  flank  streaks  of  this  bird.  It  is 
easier  to  separate  from  a finch,  but  it  is  more  difficult  to  say  why.  Finches 
have  either  much  stubbier  or  relatively  massive  bills,  no  finch  shows  this 
facial  patterning,  and  most  have  a more  deeply  notched  tail  than  that  of 
the  mystery  bird. 

From  its  plumage,  it  is  either  a juvenile,  a female  or  one  of  the  few 
buntings  with  a drab  male  plumage.  It  has  no  discernible  eye-ring,  and 
this  immediately  excludes  the  large  number  of  buntings  that  show  this  as 
a typical  feature.  It  has  quite  a large  bill  and  only  indistinct  sub- 
moustachial  and  malar  stripes,  effectively  ruling  out  Lapland  Calcarius 
lapponicus,  Black-faced  Emberiza  spodocephala , Rustic  E.  rustica , Reed  E. 
schoeniclus  and  Pallas’s  Reed  Buntings  E.  pallasi. 

The  shape  of  the  head  and  bill  and  the  head  pattern  also  exclude 
Yellowhammer  E.  citrinella  and  Pine  Bunting  E.  leucocephalos , both  of  which 
have  a flat  forehead,  comparatively  small  bill  and  less  distinct  head 
pattern  (male  Pine  excepted),  and  Corn  Bunting  Miliaria  calandra , which 
has  a stout  bill,  indistinct  supercilium  and  prominent  malar  stripe,  while 
it  also  lacks  white  outer  tail  feathers. 
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1 his  narrows  the  possible  species  to  four,  these  being  two  Western 
Palearctic  breeders,  Yellow-breasted  Bunting  E.  aureola  and  Girl  Bunting 
E.  cirlus,  and  two  vagrants  from  the  Eastern  Palearctic,  Yellow-browed 
Bunting  E.  chrysophrys  and  Chestnut  Bunting  E.  nitila ; the  latter,  however, 
has  no  white  on  the  outer  tail  feathers,  so  can  also  be  excluded. 

The  mystery  bird  shows  a dark  border  to  the  ear-coverts,  extending 
backwards  from  the  eye  around  the  rear  edge  and  along  the  lower  border 
to  the  bill.  There  is  a pale  submoustachial  stripe,  but  this  is  neither 
prominent  nor  white.  There  is,  however,  a median  crown  stripe,  and 
lateral  crown  stripes.  The  bill  is  long,  conical  and  quite  pale,  and  there  are 
two  whitish  wing-bars.  Yellow-breasted  Bunting  is  the  only  species  that 
shows  all  these  features.  Cirl  has  neither  the  crown  stripes  nor  (apart  from 
adult  males)  the  continuous  border  to  the  ear-coverts,  and  Yellow-browed 
Bunting  has  a less  contrasting  dark-light  pattern  on  mantle  and  scapulars, 
almost  black  lateral  crown  stripes,  and  the  border  to  its  ear-covert  patch 
does  not  reach  the  bill. 

The  identification  of  this  very  drab  adult  female  Yellow-breasted 
Bunting,  which  1 photographed  in  June  1987  in  Siberia,  was  made 
immeasurably  easier  by  the  fact  that  I watched  it  copulating  with  an  adult 
male.  Typical  examples  have  strongly  yellow-washed  underparts  and 
prominent  pale  ‘braces'  on  the  mantle.  Coi.in  Bradshaw 

9 Tynemouth  Place,  North  Shields,  Tyne  & Wear  SE30  4BJ 


169.  Mystery  photograph  134.  Identify  the  species.  Answer  next  month. 


^cUcntp-fmc  prats  ago... 

‘FULMAR  PETREL  BREEDING  IN  CO.  KERRY.  The  rapid  extension  southwards  of 
the  breeding-range  of  the  Fulmar  Petrel  ( Fulmarus  g.  glacialis)  is  exemplified  by  its 
occurrence  this  year  on  the  Great  Skellig  (seven  hundred  and  ten  feet  high)  oil co.  Kerry, 
latitude  about  51°  48'.  The  Lightkeeper,  Mr.  McGinley,  on  May  26th,  1913,  reported 
twelve  pairs  breeding,  and  desiring  corrobation  [sic]  I wrote  for  one  egg.  which  I have 
received  to-day,  June  24th.  Richard  M.  Barrington.'  (Brit.  Birds  7:  56,  July  1913) 


Notes 


First  record  of  ‘Balearic  Shearwater’  for  the  Southern  Hemisphere  In 

the  skin  collection  of  the  Estacion  Biologica  de  Donana,  Spain,  I 
discovered  two  specimens  of  the  Balearic  race  of  Manx  (or  Yelkouan) 
Shearwater  Puffinus  puffinus  (or yelkouan)  mauretanicus  (specimens  EBD 
2362A  and  EBD  2363A),  reportedly  collected  at  sea  between  33°55'S 
18°38'E  and  34°15'S  18°38'E,  off  South  Africa,  on  29th  September  1979. 
The  labels  stated  also  that  the  locality  was  ‘South  of  Belville — in  False 
Bay’,  and  both  individuals  had  been  identified  as  Manx  Shearwaters  of  the 
nominate  race. 

Specimen  EBD  2362A  is  female  and  EBD  2363A  is  male.  They  appear  • 
to  be  adults  of  the  pale/intermediate  plumage  type  (cf.  Yesou  et  al.,  Brit. 
Birds  81:  in  prep.),  and  their  measurements  are  all  within  the  range  given 
for  this  subspecies  in  BWB  vol.  1.  They  are  at  exactly  the  same  stage  of 
moult,  having  three  old  primaries  and  the  rest  new  or  part-grown;  the 
upperparts  appear  patchy,  as  would  be  expected. 

All  available  cross-references  indicate  that  the  specimens  are  labelled 
correctly;  and,  although  the  co-ordinates  may  suggest  a locality  (33°55'S) 
on  land,  the  exact  location  is  described  as  being  o/fBelville. 

The  previous  southernmost  records  for  this  species  (cf.  Bourne  et  al., 
Brit.  Birds  81:  306-319)  are  two  individuals  near  Madeira  on  10th 
September  1986,  and  210  off  the  Atlantic  coast  of  Morocco  down  to  30°N 
during  the  first  week  of  January  1987.  (A  record  from  10°N  in  February 
1985  remains  unproved.)  The  two  South  African  specimens,  therefore, 
represent  a considerable  extension  of  the  known  range  of  this  form. 

Ed  Mackrill 
Welton-le-Marsh,  Spilsby,  Lincolnshire  PE23  5SY 

Canada  Geese  nesting  in  tree  On  3rd  May  1984,  J.  Ellis  and  I were 
shown  an  unusual  nest  of  Canada  Geese  Branta  canadensis  (plate  170)  by  the 
head  gamekeeper  of  an  estate  in  Nottinghamshire.  The  nest  was  in  the 
stump  of  an  elm  Ulmus  about  4 m tall  on  the  edge  of  a clump  of  tall  trees 
some  200  m from  a lake.  At  2.7  m up  the  stump,  there  was  a hollow, 
measuring  1.2  X 0.6  m,  full  of  wood  chippings;  to  these  the  goose  had 
added  a quantity  of  down,  and  she  was  sitting  on  five  eggs.  The 
gamekeeper  thought  that  the  site  might  have  been  chosen  for  protection 
against  foxes  Vulpes  vulpes.  I can  find  no  reference  to  Canada  Geese  nesting 
above  the  ground.  R.  A.  Frost 

66  St  Lawrence  Road,  North  Wingfield,  Chesterfield,  Derbyshire  S42  5LL 

Dr  M.  A.  Ogilvie  has  commented  as  follows:  ‘This  is  the  first  time  I’ve  heard  of  tree 
nesting  in  Britain,  but  it  is  entirely  to  be  expected.  In  the  USA,  nesting  in  crowns  of 
pollarded  trees  is  commonplace,  and  this  habit  has  been  turned  to  advantage  on  reserves, 
where  platforms,  half-barrels  and  the  like  are  placed  on  poles  in  (he  water  and  readily 
used  by  Canada  Geese,  getting  them  out  of  reach  of  raccoons  Procyon  lot  or , which  are  one 
of  the  major  nest  predators  there.  There  is  a report  of  a nest  30  m up  in  the  old  nest  of  an 
Osprey  Pandion  haliaetus,  and  platforms  in  trees  to  20  m are  commonly  used.  This  is  widely 
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covered  in  North  American  literature,  but 
was  left  out  of  BW'P  because  it  was  not  then 
known  in  the  Western  Palearctic.  However,  I 
covered  it  pretty  thoroughly  in  Wild  Geese 
(1978),  so  the  information  is  available  on 
this  side  of  the  Atlantic.  Canadas  also  nest 
on  cliff  ledges,  just  like  Barnacle  Ceese  II 
leucopsis  in  the  Arctic.  There  is  little  evidence 
for  predation  by  foxes  l Pipes  vutpes  on 
Canada  Goose  nests  in  Britain,  so,  although 
the  site  might  have  given  protection  from 
foxes,  it  probably  also  gave  shelter  from  the 
elements.  Nesting  under  scrub  or  at  the  foot 
of  trees  is  very  normal — perhaps  for  this 
reason.’  Eds 


170.  Canada  Goose  Urania  canadensis  on  nest 
2.7  in  up  stump  of  elm  l lmus.  Nottingham- 
shire. May  1984  (/?.  4.  Frost) 

Wigeon  diving  It  seems  to  be  extremely  unusual  for  Wigeons  Anas 
penelope  to  dive,  except  when  they  are  pinioned  or  injured.  The  only 
reference  we  can  find  is  in  The  Handbook , where  it  is  stated  that  ‘diving 
for  food  appears  to  be  quite  exceptional,  though  recorded  by  Lilford’.  It 
is,  therefore,  of  interest  to  record  the  behaviour  of  two  eclipse  male 
Wigeons  and  one  female  or  immature  which  we  watched  on  the  estuary 
at  Frampton-on-Severn,  Gloucestershire,  on  12th  September  1984. 
They  were  near  a muddy  ridge,  which  would  be  covered  at  high  tide, 
and  no  vegetation  was  visible;  predators  were  not  present  to  cause 
panic.  They  were  diving  when  we  first  saw  them,  and  continued  to  do  so 
at  frequent  intervals  for  about  ten  minutes;  the  dives  were  neat,  lasting 
10-15  seconds,  and  usually  all  three  ducks  were  underwater  together. 
There  was  no  preliminary  splashing  or  chasing,  and  preening  was  not 
noticed  between  dives;  there  were  no  other  ducks  in  the  vicinity. 
Eventually,  the  Wigeons  left  the  water  and  settled  near  a pack  of  Teals 
.4.  crecca , where  they  stayed  resting  and  preening.  It  seems  reasonably 
certain  that  they  were  diving  for  food.  The  Handbook  gives  molluscs 
(small  Cardium)  in  Scotland  and  insects  in  Iceland  as  the  only 
exceptions  to  this  species'  normal  diet  of  vegetable  matter,  but 
Bannerman  (1958,  The  Birds  of  the  British  Isles , vol.  7)  mentioned  shrimps, 
snails  and  spawn  offish  and  frogs;  BW'P  added  no  relevant  items  to  this 
food  information.  SYBIL  M.  BUTLIN  and  KATHERINE  M.  BURKE 
Frocester  Cottage , Frocester,  Stonehouse , Gloucestershire  GL10  3TE 
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Talon-locking  between  Hobby  and  Kestrel  On  28th  April  1984,  at 
Lake  Mitrikou,  northeast  Greece,  S.  H.  Holliday,  P.  Leonard,  A. 
Roadhouse  and  I observed  two  Hobbies  Falco  subbuteo  chasing  a male 
Kestrel  F.  tinnunculus.  One  of  the  Hobbies  then  locked  talons  with  the 
Kestrel  and  both  raptors  tumbled  to  the  ground,  calling  and  still  locked 
together,  at  only  10  m from  us;  the  Kestrel  then  flew  up  to  a nearby 
small  bush,  but  was  soon  chased  off  by  the  Hobby  and  pursued  at  low 
level  by  both  Hobbies  until  out  of  sight.  Although  the  Kestrel  is  known 
to  be  aggressive  towards  other  raptors,  BWP  comments  that  it  is 
‘usually  tolerated  or  only  swooped  at  playfully  and  escorted  from 
territory’.  The  locking  of  talons  with  conspecific  intruders  has  been 
reported,  but  talon-locking  between  different  species  apparently  has 
not.  S.  J.  Hayhow 

42  Middlejield  Road , Grange  Fstate,  Rotherham , South  Yorkshire  S60  3JJ 


Winter  feeding  behaviour  of  Coot  BWP  (vol.  2,  page  603)  states  that 
the  Coot  Fulica  atra  ‘Feeds,  in  flocks,  on  land  (normally  near  water) — 
particularly  late  autumn  to  spring  when  wind  causes  high  waves.'  At 
Llanishen  Reservoir,  South  Glamorgan,  Coots  graze  the  grass  banks, 
predominantly  in  the  period  from  mid  December  to  March,  when 
aquatic  vegetation  is  in  short  supply;  contrary  to  BWP , they  tend  to 
revert  to  feeding  on  the  water  when  winds  cause  high  waves  and  aquatic 
vegetation,  disturbed  from  the  reservoir  floor,  floats  on  the  surface.  The 
reason  for  bank-grazing  may  be  food  availability.  I thank  L.  W.  Austin 
for  commenting  on  the  above.  N igei.  Odin 

4 Y-Goedwig , Rhiwbina , Cardiff,  South  Glamorgan  CF4  6l’L 


Common  Gulls  successfully  nesting  on  a roof  in  Aberdeen  In  1984, 
a pair  of  Common  Gulls  Larus  canus  raised  two  fledglings,  from  a clutch 
of  three  eggs,  on  a flat  office  roof  at  Total  Oil  Marine,  Altens, 
Aberdeen.  The  roof  has  been  used  as  a nest  site  by  Oystercatchers 
Haematopus  ostralegus  since  spring  1982,  soon  after  the  building  was 
completed. 

In  the  springs  of  1982  and  1983,  a pair  of  Common  Gulls  prospected 
the  site,  and  roosted  on  the  roof  for  most  of  the  day  during  April  and 
May;  no  serious  attempts  at  either  mating  or  nesting  were  made  in 
these  years.  In  April  1984,  a pair  returned  and  indulged  in  nest- 
building and  pairing  behaviour,  including  food-begging  and  copula- 
tion. Nest  material  was  brought  to  the  site  and  placed  in  a corner 
against  a low  balustrade  which  surrounds  the  roof.  During  this  time,  a 
pair  of  Oystercatchers  laic'  two  eggs  on  the  roof.  Little  or  no  aggression 
was  shown  by  either  species  towards  the  other;  rather,  they  seemed 
both  to  benefit  from  the  increased  protection  against  Carrion  Crows 
Conus  corone  and  Herring  Gulls  L.  argentatus  provided  by  the  non-sitting 
birds.  The  Common  Gulls  laid  three  eggs  around  12th-  13th  May,  and 
incubation,  undertaken  by  both  sexes,  lasted  until  8th  June,  when  all 
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three  eggs  hatched;  one  chick  died  at  a week  old,  having  become 
trapped  between  two  pebbles,  but  the  other  two  fledged  successfully 
and  left  the  nest  site  about  9th  July. 

1 his  appears  to  be  the  first  recorded  instance  in  Britain  of  successful 
nesting  by  Common  Gulls  on  a roof,  although  Cramp  et  al.  (1974,  The 
Seabirds  of  Britain  and  Ireland)  mentioned  a failed  attempt  in  1971  at 
Dalcross  Airport,  Inverness-shire.  Common  Gulls  frequently  use  man- 
made sites  in  Scandinavia  (e.g.  Haftorn  1971,  Norges  Fugler ),  but  Dutch 
and  British  pairs  do  not  seem  to  do  so.  M.  A.  Sullivan 

14  Caimside , Cults,  Aberdeen 


Blackbird  laying  eggs  on  bare  vegetation  debris  In  April  1984,  in  an 
area  of  mixed  deciduous  woodland  near  Hamilton,  Strathclyde,  I saw  a 
female  Blackbird  Turdus  merula  fly  hurriedly  from  the  thick  sprouting 
base  of  a lime  tree  Tilia.  As  I passed  the  tree,  I peered  in  to  check  the 
nest,  which  would  have  been  at  about  waist  height.  I found,  however, 
that  the  four  eggs  had  been  laid  on  the  flat  area  of  decayed  debris  which 
accumulates  in  this  type  of  tree;  there  was  no  nest  material,  nor  even  a 
hollow  to  receive  the  eggs,  one  of  which  had  been  tumbled  down  as  the 
Blackbird  left.  Of  the  many  small  birds  which  find  these  growths  very 
attractive  nest  sites,  I have  never  found  one  that  did  not  actually  build  a 
nest.  Unfortunately,  I do  not  know  the  fledging  success  or  otherwise  of 
this  clutch.  J.  C.  M axwf.i.i. 

7 Lilac  Hill,  Hamilton,  Strathclyde 

The  BTO’s  Nest  Records  Scheme  apparently  contains  no  comparable  records  (David 
Glue,  verbally).  Eds 


Iris  colour  of  Sylvia  warblers  The  iris  colour  of  Sylvia  warblers  is  of 
interest  since  it  varies  predictably  with  age.  The  colours  of  the  orbital 
ring  and  eye-ring  also  both  vary  with  age,  but  are  not  discussed  in  this 
note. 

The  genus  includes  17  species  and  about  60  subspecies,  all  of  which 
breed  in  the  Palearctic,  particularly  in  the  south  and  central  Western 
Palearctic.  In  1985,  the  International  Birdwatching  Center  at  Eilat, 
Israel,  started  a research  project  into  the  identification  of  all  Sylvia 
species,  both  in  the  field  and  in  the  hand.  Part  of  this  information  will 
be  published  in  British  Birds , and  this  note  concentrates  on  eight  of  the 
lesser-known  species. 

The  iris  colour  of  Desert  Warbler  S.  nana  (plate  171)  is  yellow  at  all 
ages,  including  the  juvenile,  although  there  is  a thin  greenish-orange 
circle  in  the  iris  up  to  the  end  of  the  first  winter. 

The  iris  colour  of  juvenile  and  first-w  inter  Spectacled  Warblers  A 
conspicillata  is  dark  olive,  changing  through  intermediate  shades  of 
brown  and  olive  until,  by  their  second  summer,  full  adults  have  a 
reddish-brown  iris  (plate  173). 

The  iris  colour  of  juvenile  Arabian  Warbler  S.  leucomelaena  is  dark  brown 
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171.  Desert  Warbler  Sylvia  rmna 


172.  Arabian  Warbler  Sylvia  leucomelaena 


174.  Orphean  Warbler  Sylvia  hortensis 


173.  ."spectacled  Warbler  Sylvia  conspicillata 


171-174.  Adult  male  Sylvia  warblers,  Israel,  January  1987  (top  left),  December  1986 
(bottom  left,  top  right)  and  March  1987  (bottom  right)  (H.  Shirihai) 


with  an  olive  shade,  but  in  adult  plumage,  from  the  second  summer 
onwards,  it  is  brown  with  grey  specks  (plate  172);  there  are  several 
intermediate  forms  as  individuals  age. 

The  iris  ofjuvenile  Orphean  Warbler  S.  hortensis  is  dark  olive-brown;  and 
ageing  produces  many  intermediate  shades,  but  adult  males  have  a brown 
iris  containing  a cream-white  ring  (plate  174).  On  adult  females,  this 
cream  ring  is  not  complete,  and  the  iris  appears  brown  with  cream  specks. 

Juvenile  Cyprus  Warbler  S.  melanothorax  has  an  olive-coloured  iris;  a 
wide  range  of  intermediate  shades  can  be  seen  on  individuals  of  different 
ages,  but  adults  from  the  second  summer  have  reddish-brown  irides  (plate 
175). 

[The  inclusion  of  plates  1 71-178  in  colour  has  been  subsidised  by  a donation  from  ZEISS  West 

Gemtany] 


•f*  -N  " ' ; 


Zeiss  - a tradition  of  excellence. 

The  preferred  binocular  of  experienced  birdwatchers 
worldwide.  Unsurpassed  in  quality  and  performance. 
Excellent  image  contrast;  superior  light  transmission 
at  dawn  and  dusk;  genuine  “ET  special  eyepieces  with 
unrestricted  viewing  for  spectacle-  and  non-spectacle 
wearers  alike;  true 
close  focusing  (5m) 


For  brochure  and  nearest  stockist  please  contact: 


Carl  Zeiss 
(Oberkochen)  Ltd 


also  7X  42B/GAT 


Zeiss  10X4OB/GAT*  9901 
The  closer  focusing  Dialyt 


. . particularly  useful  in  contined 
habitats,  such  as  woodland  or  forest; 
for  seawatching  or  raptor-watching. . . " 

(British  Binds  Vol  79  No.  6 June  1986) 


Sturdy  and  dependable. 

Available  with  or 
without  rubber  armour. 


PO  Box  78 
Woodfield  Road 
Welwyn  Garden  City 
Herts  AL7  1LU 
Telephone 
(0707)331144 


West  Germany 


XI 


From  swarovski 

a leading  manufacturer  of  precision  optics  in 


A wide  range  for 
all  applications 


Every  optical  surface  multi-coated 
for  almost  100%  light  transmission 


Please  send  your  free  colour  brochure  to 
Name 


Address 


Note  New  Address 


D.  Swarovski  & Co. 
International  (UK)  Limited, 
One  the  Boulevard, 
Blackmoor  Lane, 


the  world 

Magnificent  binoculars  to  equal  or  surpass 
any  make  for  superlative  viewing,  durability, 
water-proofing  and  comfortable  handling 
throughout  extended  use 

All  this  at  a 
sensible  price. 

/A 

AusiraA 

##  %\ 

MANUFACTURED 
IN  AUSTRIA 


Watford,  Herts  WD1  8YW 


Telephone  0923  816  366 


L 


(D350)J 


Fax:  0923  816  005 
Telex:  24  958  SWARO  G 


xii 


British  BirdShop 

ALL  BOORS  ARE  POST  FREE  TO  ‘BRITISH  BIRDS'  SUBSCRIBERS 

Recordings  Please  add  £ 1.75  p&p  pt- voider  Please  tick 

Store  Palmer  & Jr  firry  Boswall  .1  Field  Guide  lo  the  liird  Songs  oj  Britain  and  Europe 

Complete  set  of  16  cassettes  in  four  packs  (running  time  approx  13  hours)  (csiai.  price  £105)  £95.00  EH 

Cassette  pack  1 Divers  to  gulls CPI  EH  J 

Cassette  pack  2 Terns  to  warblers CP2  EH  l 

t.assette  pack  3Goldcrest  to  crows CP3  I I I 

Cassette  pack  4 Accidentals C.P4  EH  ^ 

Complete  set  of  15  I. P discs  of  birds  (running  time  approx  12  hours)  (t  sc  \t  prick  £105) £95.00  El 

Complete  set  of  1 5 1 -P  discs  of  birds  and  2 LP  discs  of  mammals  (lsiai.  prick  £1 20) £ 1 08.90  EH 

Companion  set  of  recordings  of  69  British  and  European  mammals  (2  LP  discs) £ 1 3.90  EH 

To  order  individual  discs,  please  use  the  British  BirdShop  order  form  on  pages  xi  & xii  in  your  January  1988 
issue. 

Kettle  British  BirdSongs  and  Calls  (2-casselte  pack) £ 1 3.99  EH 

Mild  Soviet  BirdSongs  (2  cassettes £19.95  EE 

Roche  Birdwalker  (3-cassette  pack)  (C.  Helm) £28.95  EH 


Books  and  other  items  are  included  in  British  BirdShop  only  if  they  are 
approved  by  British  Birds  and  considered  to  be  generally  reliable,  good  value 
and  useful  additions  to  a birdwatcher’s  library.  Any  item  ordered  through 
British  BirdShop  which  fails  to  meet  your  approval  can  be  returned  and  your 
money  will  be  refunded  without  question.  It  is  our  aim  to  provide  British  Birds 
subscribers  with  the  best  and  most  reliable  service  possible.  All  correspond- 
ence concerning  British  BirdShop  should  be  addressed  to  British  BirdShop, 
c/o  NHBS,  2 Wills  Road,  Totnes,  Devon  TQ9  5XN. 

Books  \ 1 1 listed  books  an-  l’(  )S  I I K I I New  books  and  special  oilers  marked 


Ali  & Ripley  Handbook  oj  the  Birds  oj  India  and  Fakistan.  uimp.ui  f.ditk  >\  (Ol  P) £75.00  I — I 

* British  Birds/I  BCL  International  Bird  Idrnti/ication  (l  si  \l  i Y £8.50) Paperback  £7.51)  EH 

Brown,  Ferguson,  Lawrence  & Lees  Tracks  & Signs  (CL  Helm) £ 1 7.95  EH 

Bruun,  Del  in,  Svensson,  Singer  & Zetterstrom  Birds  of  Britain  and  Europe  (Country  Life) Paperback  £5.95  D 

♦Busby  Drawing  Birds  (C.  Helm) £12.95  EH 

Cramp  Birds  of  the  Western  Palearctic  vol.  1 £75  EH  vol.  2 £75  EH  vol.  3 £75  EH  vol.  4 £75  EH  vol.  5 £75  EH 

Diamond,  Schreiber,  Attenborough  & Prestt  Save  the  Birds  (CUP) £19.50  EH 

♦Falla,  Sibson  & Turbott  Sew  Guide  to  the  Birds  of Sew  Zealand  (Collins) £ 10.95  EH 


vols.  1-3  £30.95  □ 

Ferguson-Lees,  Willis  & Sharrock  The  Shell  Guide  to  the  Birds  of  Britain  and  Ireland  (Michael  Joseph) 

1HF.  BF-STGCIllF.  FOR  l SF  IN  BRITAIN £9.95  EH 

♦Fisher  & Gantlett  A List  of  the  Birds  of  the  Lies  o/  Scilh Paperback  £1.75  Lj 

Flint,  Boehme,  Kostin  & Kuznetsov  Birds  of the  USSR  (Princeton) £45.30  EH 

Fry,  Keith  & Urban  The  Birds  of  Africa  (Academic  Press) vol.  1 £71 .50  EH  vol.  2 £71.50  EH  vol.  3 £71 .50  EH 

Gensbol  Birds  of  Prey  of  Britain  and  Europe.  North  Africa  and  the  Middle  hast  (Collins) £14.95  EH 

♦Gil  I ham  Tufted  Ducks  in  a Royal  Park £18.00  EH 

Gooders  Where  to  Watch  Birds  in  Britain  and  Europe  (C.  Helm) Paperback  £9.95  EH 

♦Goodwin  Crows  of  the  II  Wrf2nd  edn  ( Brit.  Mus.)  E\tl  csivf  offf.r  (redicfdfrom  £30.00) £22.50  □ 

Harbard  Eveningsat  the  Coot  <2? Corncrake  (Collins) Paperback  £2.95  EH 

Harbard  .4  Bird-watcher's  Quiz  Book  (Collins) Paperback  £2.95  EH 

Harrison,  P.  Seabirds:  an  identification  guide  Revised  edn.  Best  Bird  Book  of  1983  £19.95  EH 

Harrison,  P.  Seabirds  of  the  World:  a photographic  guide  (C.  Helm) Paperback  £15.95  EH 

Hayman,  Marchant  & Prater  Shorebirds:  an  identification  guide  to  the  waders  oj  the  World  (C.  Helm)BFst  Bird 

Book  of  1986 £21.95  □ 

Hosking,  Hosking  & F'legg  Eric  Hashing' s Birds  of  Prey  of  the  IForW(  Pelham) £15.95  LJ 

King.  1 fickinson  & Woodcock  .4  Field  Guide  to  the  Birds  of  South-East  ,4.oVi  (Collins) Paperback  £8.95  □ 

♦Knvstautas  The  Natural  History  of  the  l SSR  (Century)  rfdkfd  from  £14.95 £6.95  □ 

Lack  The  Atlas  oJ  U intering  Birds  in  Britain  & Ireland  ( Povser)  Best  Bird  Bt  k >k  of  1 987 £20.00  □ 

Madge  & Burn  Wildfowl:  an  identification  guide  to  the  ducks,  geese  and  swans  of  the  World  (C.  Helm) £19.95  LJ 


Please  use  the  British  BirdShop  form  on  page  xiv  to  complete  your  order. 

xiii 


British  BirdShop 


(continued) 


ALL  BOOKS  ARE  POST  FREE  TO  ‘BRITISH  BIRDS’  SUBSCRIBERS 

Please  lick  V 

Martin  Guinness  Book  of  World  Birds  (Guinness) £12.95  LJ 

National  Geographic  Society  Field  Guide  to  the  Birds  of  North  America  2nd  revised  edn Paperback  £10.95  LJ 

*Nau,  Boon  & Knowles  Bedfordshire  Wildlife  (Castlemead) £15.00  LJ 

Oddie  Bill  Oddie's  Little  Black  Bird  Book  (Methuen) Paperback  £1.95  LJ 

Oddie  Gone Birding  (Methuen) £7.95  LJ 

Oddie  Birdwatching  with  Bill  Oddie  (Macmillan) £8.95  LJ 

Paz  & Eshbol  The  Birds  of  Israel  (C.  Helm)  £19.95  LJ 

Perrins  Collins  New  Generation  Guide  to  the  Birds  of  Britain  and  Europe Paperback  £6.95  LJ  Hardback  £10.95  LJ 

Peterson,  Mountfort  & Hollom  ,4  Field  Guide  to  the  Birds  of  Britain  and  Europe  (Collins) 

IHF.BF.SI  GLIDF.FORLSF.l.N  EUROPE  £8.95  LJ 

* Pratt,  Bruner  & Berrett  .4  Field  Guide  to  the  Birds  of  Hawaii  and  the  Tropical  Pacific  (Princeton) 

Paperback  £13.30  □ Hardback  £33.50  □ 

Pyle,  Howell,  Yunick  & DeSante  Identification  Guide  to  North  American  Passerines  (Slate  Creek  Press) £ 1 5.00  LJ 

* Readers  Digest  Complete  Book  of  Australian  Birds £30.00  LJ 

*Readers  Digest  Complete  Book  of  New  Zealand  Birds £30.00  LJ 

Redman  & Harrap  Birdwatching  in  Britain:  a site-by-site  guide  (C.  Helm) £ 1 2.95  LJ 

Robinson  A Birder's  Guide  to Japan  (Ibis) Paperback  £10.00  LJ 

*Sharrock  The  Frontiers  of  Bird  Identification  (British  Birds)  (l  st  \i.  price  £9.95) £7.95  LJ 

Simmons  & Prylherch  Fhe  Sunning  Behaviour  oj  Birds  (Bristol  OC) Paperback  £7.50  LJ 

Slater,  Slater  & Slater  The  Slater  Held  Guide  to  Australian  Birds  (Rigby) £16.95  LJ 

Snow  A Study  oj  Blackbirds  Revised  edn  (British  Museum) Paperback  £9.95  LJ 

Wild  Bird  Society  ofjapan  & Takano  .4  Field  Guide  to  the  Birds  of  Japan £22.00  LJ 

British  Birds  The  ‘ British  Birds'  List  of  Birds  of  the  Western  Palearctic 

1 978  edn  £0.60  LJ  1 984  edn,  if  other  books  ordered,  £1.00  LJ  1984edn  £1.85  LJ 

If  you  know  the  current  price,  you  can  order  ANY  natural  history  book  in  print  by  using  the  wriit.-IN  orders 
section  below.  On  these  write-in  orders,  please  add  10%  for  postage  and  packing  (up  to  a maximum  of  £3.50). 
* All  books  published  by  T.  & A.  D.  Poyser  can  be  ordered  in  the  write-in  orders  section  below. 

\\  RI'IT.-IN  ORDERS  


Binders 

The  British  Birds  Binder  (holds  1 2 issues  & index) £6.95  LJ 


Ties 

l ies,  with  Red  Grouse  emblem  in  white,  £6.95  each:  Blue  LJ  Green  □ Brown  □ M aroon 


□ 


PRICES  VALID  DURING  JULY  1988 

Make  all  cheques  and  POs  payable  to  British  Birds.  Payment  can  be  made  in  ESS  or  Irish  punts  at  current  exchange  rates. 
Sterling  payments  can  also  be  made  directly  into  UK  Giro  account  number  37  5B8  6303.  but  please  still  post  this  form.  Please 
allow28daysfordeliveryin  UK.  longer  ifabroad.  ToqualifyforPOSTFREF.plea.sequoteyourBBrel.no. 

Ref. 

No.  till L_J 


Cheque/PO  enclosed  LJ  Giro  payment  made  LJ 


Address 


Total  £ 


You  can  also  pay  using 
these  credit  cards: 


VISA 


If  your  address  for  credit  card  purposes  is  different  from  that  above,  give  it  here 


Please  debit  my  Access A’isa/MasterCard/Eurocard 


l.xpirv  date 

McatotCodJ 

Signature  . 

You  can  phone  in  your  credit  card  orders,  but  please  quote  your  BB  rel.  no.  as  well  as  your  credit  card  no. 
tee. Tomes  (080.3)  8659 1 3 


Send  order  to:  British  BirdShop,  c/o  NHBS,  2 Wills  Road,  Totnes,  Devon  TQ9  5XN 


xiv 


Notes 


327 


177.  Sardinian  W arbler  Sylvia  melmocephala  178.  Riippell's  Warbler  Sylvia  meppelli 


175-178.  Adult  male  Sylvia  warblers,  Israel,  February  (top  left  and  bottom  left)  and  March 
1987  (bottom  right);  and  Turkey.  July  1987  (top  right)  (H.  Shirihai ) 


The  iris  colour  of  juvenile  Sardinian  Warbler  S.  melanocephala  is  olive, 
changing  through  several  intermediate  shades  to  a deep  reddish/orange- 
brown  on  adults  from  their  second  summer  onwards  (plate  177). 

The  iris  colour  of  Menetries's  Warbler  S.  mystacea  mirrors  that  of 
Sardinian  for  all  ages  (plate  176). 

The  iris  colour  of  Riippell's  Warbler  S.  meppelli  is  similar  to  that  of 
Whitethroat  S.  communis,  except  that,  from  the  third  summer,  it  attains  a 
dark  orangey-red  (plate  178)  similar  to  that  of  Sardinian  Warbler. 

I am  very  interested  in  receiving  information,  comments  and  suitable 
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photographs  regarding  the  genus  Sylvia,  at  the  address  below. 

Hadoram  Shirihai 

Israeli  Rarities  Committee,  PO  Pox  4168,  Eilat  88102,  Israel 

»♦ 

Transfer  of  egg  between  Starling  nestboxes  Eggs  of  Starlings  Stumus 
vulgaris  are  sometimes  found  intact  on  the  ground.  While  the  popular 
explanation  for  this  is  that  a female  was  ‘taken  short’  and  had  to  lay 
outside  the  nest,  recent  observations,  using  eggs  individually  marked 
with  small  spots  of  nail  varnish,  have  shown  that  eggs  on  the  ground 
have  in  fact  been  removed  from  nests  (Feare,  1984,  The  Starling). 
Starlings  have  been  observed  carrying  eggs  in  their  bills  and  there  is 
little  doubt  that  the  eggs  are  removed  by  Starlings,  but  it  is  not  yet 
known  whether  removal  is  by  one  of  the  nest-owners  or  by  an  intruder. 
The  removal  of  eggs  after  a nest  has  been  deserted  is,  however,  a 
normal  part  of  nest-cleaning  by  the  male  owning  the  nest  site 
(Verheyen,  1980,  in  Bird  Problems  in  Agriculture) . 

‘Foreign’  eggs  also  appear  in  nests.  These  are  usually  revealed  by  the 
appearance  of  two  eggs  in  a nest  on  one  day  (Starlings  lay  only  one  per 
day),  or  by  the  appearance  in  a nest  of  an  egg  different  in  colour  from 
that  of  the  rest  of  the  clutch;  these  eggs  are  laid  by  females  other  than 
the  nest-owner,  although  exactly  which  females  are  responsible  for  this 
intraspecific  nest  parasitism  (Yom-Tov  et  al.,  1974,  Ibis  116:  87-90)  is 
unknown. 

During  the  1984  breeding  season,  in  a nestbox  colony  of  Starlings  at 
Worplesdon,  Surrey,  we  found  another  source  of  foreign  eggs.  On  the 
day  of  laying,  each  egg  in  each  box  was  rendered  individually 
identifiable  by  a spot  of  nail  varnish.  During  a routine  daily  inspection 
on  16th  April,  box  ,4,  in  which  laying  had  begun  on  14th  April,  was 
found  to  be  deserted  and  one  egg  was  missing.  This  latter  egg  was 
found  in  box  B,  together  with  the  four  eggs  of  the  clutch  that  was 
started  on  13th  April.  On  17th  April,  the  female  of  box  B completed  her 
clutch,  which  thus  consisted  of  five  of  her  own  eggs  plus  the  one  from 
box  .4;  of  these  six  eggs,  four  hatched  and  produced  fledged  young,  but 
we  do  not  know  whether  the  foreign  egg  was  one  of  the  successful  ones. 

Boxes  A and  B are  18  m apart,  but  there  were  four  other  occupied 
boxes  within  this  distance  of  box  A.  The  identity  of  the  Starling  that 
transferred  the  egg  from  box  A to  box  B is  not  known,  but  the  most 
likely  candidate  is  probably  the  male  from  box  A,  who  would  commence 
cleaning  soon  after  his  mate  deserted  (Verheyen,  1980).  The  transfer  of 
an  egg  from  one  nest  to  another  has  not  been  observed  previously  in 
our  studies,  which  began  in  1976,  and  it  is  probably  therefore  rare. 
Nevertheless,  whichever  Starling  was  responsible,  this  previously 
undescribed  aspect  of  behaviour  adds  a further  complication  to  studies 
of  Starling  breeding  biology  in  general  and  intraspecific  nest  parasitism 
in  particular.  C.  J.  FEARE  and  NoREEN  McGlNNITY 

MAFF,  Worplesdon  Laboratory,  Tangley  Place,  Worplesdon,  Surrey  GU3  3I.Q. 
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Hong  Kong  birding  I refer  to  the  note  ‘Oh  to  be  in  . . . Hong  Kong’  in 
‘News  and  comment’  (Brit.  Birds  80:  391).  YVYVF  Hong  Kong  is  delighted 
that  news  of  the  success  of  our  Mai  Po  Marshes  Wildlife  Education 
Centre  and  Nature  Reserve  is  being  spread  far  and  wide.  Before 
thousands  of  birders  rush  to  their  travel  agents  to  book  flights  to  the 
land  of  the  Spoon-billed  Sandpiper  Furynorhynchus  pygmaeus,  however,  we 
wish  to  point  out  that  access  to  the  Mai  Po  Marshes  is  controlled  by  the 
Director  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries.  All  visitors  must  possess  a 
written  permit.  The  number  of  permits  issued  is  limited,  so  prospective 
visitors  are  recommended  to  apply  for  one  well  in  advance  of  their 
proposed  visit  by  writing  to:  The  Director,  Agriculture  and  Fisheries 
Department,  393  Canton  Road,  Kowloon,  Hong  Kong,  giving  details  of 
date(s)  of  visit,  name  and  passport  number. 

WWF  Hong  Kong  has  spent  over  £1  million  on  land  acquisition, 
habitat  management,  and  the  provision  of  access  paths,  hides  and  an 
Education  Centre.  We  are  not  in  a position  to  charge  for  use  of  these 
facilities,  but  expect  visiting  birders  to  show  their  appreciation  through 
a donation. 

We  look  forward  to  welcoming  many  BB  readers  in  the  future. 

David  S.  Melville 

WWF  Hong  Kong , 6 PO  Box  12721,  The  French  Mission , / Battery  Path , Central , 

Hong  Kong 

Dead  hirundines  in  nests  Multiple  corpses  of  hirundines  in  one  nest, 
as  described  by  Peter  Wilkinson  for  House  Martins  Delichon  urbica  in 
Bedfordshire  in  1983  (Brit.  Birds  80:  577),  is  an  event  which  has  been 
recorded  previously  in  cold  spring  weather  in  California.  DuBowy  & 
M oore  (Western  Birds  16:  49-50)  found  six  nests  of  Cliff  Swallows  Hirundo 
pyrrhonota  in  May  1982  containing  dead  birds.  On  examination,  two 
nests  were  opened  and  found  to  contain  six  and  seven  decomposed 
corpses.  The  bodies  were  so  arranged  in  each  nest  as  to  suggest  that  the 
last  bird  to  enter  was  caught  in  the  narrow  entrance,  thus  trapping  the 
others  inside.  The  deaths  of  the  Bedfordshire  birds  in  early  summer 
probably  coincided  with  the  dull,  cold  and  wet  May  of  1983,  when  mean 
temperatures  at  Bedford  were  1.3°C.  below  average,  and  rainfall  91% 
above  average.  The  coldest  spell  in  the  area  appeared  to  be  from  9th  to 
1 1th  May,  when  daytime  temperatures  did  not  reach  much  above  10°C, 
and  night  minimum  temperatures  fell  to  2°C.  DuBowy  & Moore  blamed 
the  1982  deaths  in  California  on  similar  weather  in  late  March  and 
early  April,  when  almost  identical  temperatures  to  those  in  Bedford 
were  recorded.  Huddling  in  nests  and  cavities  is  one  means  by  which 
hirundines  conserve  energy  over  short  periods  of  a day  or  two,  but  they 
rapidly  succumb  if  food  shortages  continue  for  longer  periods. 

Norman  Elkins 
18  Scot  stair  it  View,  Cupar . Fife  KYI  5 4D.X 
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With  this  twenty-third  selection,  we  are  again  delighted  to  be  able  to 
include  records  from  26  countries,  and  to  welcome  the  first 
contribution  from  the  Ukraine  SSR.  New  contacts  in  unrepresented  West 
Palearctic  countries  will  be  very  welcome.  The  official  correspondents 
whose  detailed  six-monthly  reports  are  summarised  here  are  acknow- 
ledged at  the  end.  This  feature  is  intended  as  a news  service;  anyone 
requiring  further  information  or  quoting  records  in  other  publications 
should  refer  to  the  literature  of  the  relevant  country. 

If  you  have  made  observations  in  any  of  the  countries  not  included  here 
and  do  not  know  to  whom  records  should  be  sent,  we  suggest  you  send 
them  to  British  Birds , and  we  shall  do  our  best  to  pass  them  on  to  the 
appropriate  person;  for  countries  which  are  included  here,  we  suggest  that 
you  send  a copy  of  your  records  to  the  relevant  ‘European  news’ 
correspondent  listed  at  the  end  of  this  summary. 

Records  awaiting  formal  verification  by  national  rarities  committees  are 
indicated  by  an  asterisk  (*). 

Unless  otherwise  stated,  all  records  refer  to  single  individuals 


Great  Northern  Diver  Gavia  immer  ITALY 
Eighth  record:  in  summer  plumage  at  Pied- 
mont on  21st  June  1986. 

White-billed  Diver  Gavia  adamsii  GERMAN 
DEMOCRATIC  REPUBLIC  Vagrant:  found  dead 
at  Stralsund  on  5th  April  1985,  and  juvenile 
near  Wismar  on  23rd  March  1986. 

Slavonian  Grebe  Podiceps  auritus  HUNGARY 
Increased  occurrence:  near  Szob  on  12th 
December  1987;  total  remains  below  20,  but 
occurrence  nearly  annual  now. 

Black-necked  Grebe  Podiceps  nigricollis  NOR- 
WAY Ninth  record:  0stensjovann,  Oslo,  dur- 
ing 16th-20th  May  1986. 

Manx  Shearwater  Pujffinus  puffinus  DENMARK 
Third  record  of  P.  p.  mauretanicus : Skagen 
medio  in  September  1987.  GERMAN  demo- 
cratic: republic:  Vagrant:  Riigen  on  13th 
October  1985.  UKRAINE  ssr  First  record  in 
West  region:  Mychovskea  Lake,  Volyn,  on 
13th  July  1984. 

Little  Shearwater  Puffinus  assimilis  ISRAEL 
First  record  of  P.a.  baroli : Ma’agab  Michael 
beach  on  23rd  January  1988. 

Leach’s  Petrel  Oceanodroma  leucorhoa  SWEDEN 
Record  numbers:  250  along  West  Coast 
during  1 1 1 h-20t h September  1987,  with 
maximum  of  81  past  Skalderviken  on  16th 
(cf.  Brit.  Birds  77:  233). 


Brown  Booby  Sula  leucogaster  morocco 
Third  record:  adult  off  Sale  on  8th  Novem- 
ber 1987.  SPAIN  First  and  second  records: 
adult  at  Benalmadena  on  28th  May  1983, 
and  immature  at  Torremolinos  on  9th  Sep- 
tember 1986. 

Cape  Gannet  Sula  capensis  MOROCCO  Correc- 
tion: first  records  (Brit.  Birds  80:  321)  now 
rejected. 

Gannet  Sula  bassana  Latvian  ssr  Fourth  and 
fifth  records:  Pape  in  spring  and  autumn 
1987.  POLAND  Fourth  record:  adult  at  Vistula 
estuary  on  29th  August  1987  (first  since 
1904). 

Cormorant  Phalacrocorax  carbo  AUSTRIA  First 
breeding  since  1971:  pair  at  Rhine  Delta, 
Vorarlberg  in  1987  (cf.  Brit.  Birds  80:  32 1 - 
322).  ISRAEL  Highesl-ever  winter  total:  2,000 
in  country  during  winter  1987/88.  ITALY 
Winter  population  increase:  4,000-4,500  in 
centre  and  south  in  January  1986  census. 
Poland  Breeding  population  increase:  4,200 
nests  in  1987,  compared  with  1,465  nests  in 
1981;  largest  colony  2,044  nests  in  K^ty 
Rybackie. 

Shag  Phalacrocorax  aristotelis  SWITZERLAND 
Eighth  to  tenth  records:  Lake  Constance  on 
9th  November  1986  and  9th  March  1987, 
Rhine  on  1st  February  1987. 

Pygmy  Cormorant  Phalacrocorax  pygmeus 
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UKRAINE  SSR  Fourth  record  for  West  Region: 
5th  August  1985. 

White  Pelican  Pelecanus  onocrotalus  DENMARK 
First  record:  Dovns  Klint  on  27th  October 
1987.  SWEDEN  Vagrant:  adult  at  several  sites 
during  2nd-20th  October  1987;  perhaps 
escapee. 

Bittern  Botaurus  ste  Haris  MOROCCO  First  re- 
cent winter  record:  Oued  Massa  from  29th 
December  1987  to  1st  January  1988. 

American  Bittern  Botaurus  lentiginosus  SPAIN 
Second  record:  I raba  Lagoon,  Laxe,  during 
17th-30th  October  1982  (first  was  in  1962). 
( 1 his  species  has  not  previously  been  men- 
tioned in  a ‘F.uropean  news’  summary.) 

Night  Heron  Nycticorax  nycticorax  CANARY 
ISLANDS  Unusual  concentration:  flock  of  21 
on  passage  on  Fuerteventura  on  1st  April 
1987. 

Squacco  Heron  Ardeola  ralloides  ITALY  First 
breeding  in  Sardinia:  two  pairs  in  1985  and 
four  pairs  in  1986  at  Molentargius  pool. 
MOROCCO  Unusually  large  winter  flock:  18 
near  Merja  Zerga  on  25th  January. 

Cattle  Egret  Bubulcus  ibis  SWEDEN  First 
record;  found  dead  at  Akersberga,  Stock- 
holm, on  19th  July  1987,  ringed  as  chick 
near  Cadiz,  Spain,  on  17th  June  1986. 

Little  Egret  Egretta  garzetta  FINLAND  Fifth  and 
sixth  records:  Hailuoto  on  20th  October 
1983,  and  Kemio  on  26th  June  1986. 

Black-headed  Heron  Ardea  melauocephala 
ISRAEL  First  record:  first-winter  near  Eilat 
from  19th  October  to  early  December  1987. 

Black  Stork  Ciconia  nigra  FRANCE  Large 
autumn  movement:  probably  over  200  in- 
volved throughout  country  in  autumn  1987 
(cf.  Brit.  Birds  80:  322).  GERMAN  DEMOCRATIC 
republic.  Population  estimate:  stable  at  40 
pairs.  SPAIN  Census:  150  pairs  in  1987. 

Glossy  Ibis  Plegadis  falcinellus  FINLAND 
Second  record:  Perho  during  17th-23rd 
October  1987*  (first  was  in  1830s).  ITALY 
First  breeding  in  Sardinia:  five  to  six  pairs  in 
1985  and  three  pairs  in  1986  at  Molentar- 
gius pool.  MOROCCO  Influx:  eight  at  Massa 
on  15th  April  1987,  three  at  Larache  on  15th 
November  1987,  three  at  Sale  on  18th 
November  1987,  two  at  Oued  Chebeika  on 
6th  January  1988,  and  two  at  Moulay 
Bouselham  on  25th  January  1988.  swedf.n 
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Thirteenth  record:  southern  Oland  on  19th 
October  1987. 

Spoonbill  Platalea  leucorodia  CZECHOSLOVAKIA 
Now  regularly  breeding:  annual  since  1984 
at  reservoir  in  southern  Moravia  (cf.  Brit. 
Birds  78:  639),  also  in  eastern  Slovakia  in 
1985,  and  southern  Bohemia  in  1987. 

Greater  Flamingo  Phoenicopterus  ruber  c an- 
ary ISLANDS  Increased  records:  two  atjanu- 
bio,  Lanzarote,  on  5th  March  1987  and  a 
first-year  at  same  site  on  31st  March  1987 
(cf.  Brit.  Birds  80:  322). 

Bewick’s  Swan  Cygnus  columbianus  GREECE 
Third  record:  adult  in  Evros  Delta  on  4th 
February  1988.  HUNGARY  Third  to  eighth 
records:  adult  and  five  juv  eniles  in  Kiskung- 
sagi  National  Park  on  1 3th-  14th  February 
1988  (first  two  records  were  in  nineteenth 
century  and  1975).  UKRAINE  ssr  First  and 
second  records  in  West  region:  four  adults 
and  ten  immatures  at  Lucimer  Lake,  Yolyri, 
on  22nd  November  1986,  and  nine  adults 
and  one  immature  at  same  site  on  21st 
November  1987. 

Lesser  White-fronted  Goose  Anser  erythropus 
Israel  Second  record:  nine  wintered  in  Beit 
Shean  Valley  from  December  1987  to  Janu- 
ary 1988. 

Greylag  Goose  Anser  anser  GIBRALTAR  Fourth 
record:  seven  flying  north  on  9th  November 
1987. 

Canada  Goose  Branta  canadensis  LATVIAN  ssr 
Fourteenth  record:  flock  of  six  on  Lake 
Liepajas  in  January  1988;  first  recorded  in 
1982  (Brit.  Birds  75:’ 268). 

Brent  Goose  Branta  bemicla  HUNGARY  Thirty- 
first  record  of  B.  b.  nigricans:  immature  near 
Szob  on  14th  November  1987. 

American  Wigeon  Anas  americana  FINLAND 
Fourth  record:  male  at  Yirolahti  on  24th 
May  1987. 

Baikal  Teal  Anas  Jbrmosa  POLAND  First  re- 
cord: adult  male  at  Biebrza  Marshes  on  27th 
May  1987. 

Blue- winged  Teal  Anas  discors  FINLAND  Third 
record:  male  at  Sappi  bird-station  on  13th 
June  1987. 

Ring-necked  Duck  Aythya  collaris  MOROCCO 
Fifth  record:  male  at  Oued  El  Ouaar  mouth 
on  26th  January  1988. 
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Eider  Somateria  mollissima  GREECE  Fifth  re- 
cord: pair  in  Evros  Delta  on  5th  February 
1988. 

King  Eider  Somateria  spectabilis  SPAIN  First 
record:  adult  male  in  Ebro  Delta  on  21st 
June  1987*. 

Steller’s  Eider  Polysticta  stelleri  NETHERLANDS 
Third  record:  male  at  Leylstad,  Flevoland, 
on  28th  January  1987.  POLAND  Highest-ever 
total:  97  in  winter/spring  1987,  including 
peak  of  65  at  Cape  Rozewie. 

Harlequin  Duck  Histrionicus  histrionicus 
POLAND  Third  record:  adult  male  near  Lesz- 
no  on  29th  March  1987  is  first  twentieth- 
century  record. 

Common  Scoter  Melanitta  nigra  SPAIN  First 
record  of  M.  n.  americana : adult  male  at  Navia 
estuary  on  1st  November  1986. 

Ruddy  Duck  Oxyura  jamaicensis  DENMARK 
Third  record:  male  at  Vejlerne  on  8th 
September  1987,  probably  same  individual 
as  at  Tofte  So  (Brit.  Birds  81:  15,  erroneously 
cpioted  as  female). 

Egyptian  Vulture  Neophron  percnoptems  SWIT- 
ZERLAND Tenth  record:  Echarlens- 

Fontanoux  on  27th  June  1986  (record 
quoted  Brit.  Birds  81:  16  becomes  ninth). 

Griffon  Vulture  Gyps  fulvus  MOROCCO  Ex- 
ceptional numbers:  flock  of  37  near  Ouez- 
zane  on  14th  November  1987. 

Pallid  Harrier  Circus  macrourus  SWEDEN  In- 
flux: at  least  five  during  3rd-27th  September 
1987;  annual  total  is  usually  one  to  three. 

Long-legged  Buzzard  Buteo  rufinus  AUSTRIA 
Increased  vagrancy:  Rhine  Delta,  Vorarl- 
berg,  on  17th  June  1987,  and  two  near 
Grossmittel,  Lower  Austria,  on  8th  August 
1987.  FINLAND  First  record:  emaciated  indi- 
vidual in  Savonlinna  on  28th  September 
1987,  flown  to  Spain  after  care.  SWEDEN 
Second  record:  juvenile  at  Hollviken  and 
Falsterbo  on  3rd  September  1987;  previous 
record  was  in  1973/74. 

Lesser  Spotted  Eagle  Aquila  pomarina  FRANCE 
Fifth  record  this  century:  Cantal  on  5th 
September  1987.  SWITZERLAND  Third  record: 
Col  de  Bretolet  on  22nd  September  1986. 

Tawny/Steppe  Eagle  Aquila  rapax  SWEDEN 
First  and  fourteenth  records:  immature 
Aquila  at  Falsterbo  on  22nd  August  1964  now 
accepted  as  this  species,  and  subadult  in 
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southeastern  Skane  from  20th  December 
1987  to  10th  January  1988. 

Imperial  Eagle  Aquila  heliaca  SWEDEN  Eighth 
record:  adult  "at  Falsterbo  on  16th  Septem- 
ber 1987. 

Booted  Eagle  Hieraaetus  pennatus  SW  ITZER- 
LAND Eighth  to  tenth  records:  Lauwil  on 
30th  September  1986,  Chavornay  on  19th 
April  1987,  and  La  Chaux-de-Fonds  from 
5th  September  to  3rd  October  1987. 

Hobby  Falco  subbuteo  MOROCCO  Third  winter 
record:  Merja  Zerga  on  21st  December  1986. 

Eleonora’s  Falcon  Falco  eleonorae  Yugo- 
slavia First  record  for  Slovenia:  adult  at 
Secovlje  on  21st  August  1987. 

Hazel  Grouse  Bonasa  bonasia  GERMAN  DEMO- 
CRATIC REPUBLIC  Last  records:  1973  and 
1977  only. 

Black  Grouse  Tetrao  tetrix  GERMAN  demo- 
cratic REPUBLIC  Population  decrease:  100 
remain,  including  one  population  of  30  in 
lowlands  (cf.  decline  in  Netherlands,  Brit. 
Birds  77:  235). 

Capercaillie  Tetrao  urogallus  GERMAN  DEMO- 
CRATIC: REPUBLIC  Population  estimate:  120 
individuals  in  the  south. 

Crane  Grits  grus  SPAIN  Record  passage  at 
Gallocanta  lagoon:  19,000  on  12th  Novem- 
ber 1986,  and  22,600  on  6th  March  1987. 

Demoiselle  Crane  Anthropoides  virgo  FINLAND 
Sixth  record:  Tornio  on  23rd  June  1986. 

Little  Bustard  Tetrax  letrax  NETHERLANDS 
Fourth  record  since  1983:  Zuidland, 
Zuidholland,  on  28th  January  1987. 

Great  Bustard  Otis  tarda  GERMAN  DEMOCRA- 
TIC REPUBLIC  Population  decrease:  reduced 
by  70%  between  1965  and  1985,  now  being 
460  individuals. 

Oystercatcher  Haematopus  ostralegus  POLAND 
Second  inland  breeding:  nest  at  STofisk 
Reservoir  in  1987. 

Black-winged  Stilt  Himantopus  himantopus 
canary  islands  Highest-ever  number:  flock 
of  20  on  Fuerteventura  on  31st  March  1987. 

Avocet  Recurvirostra  avosetta  ITALY  First 
breeding  on  Sicily:  four  to  six  pairs  in 
Trapani’s  salt-pans  on  19th  June  1986. 


333 


European  news 

Little  Ringed  Plover  Charadrius  dubius  NOR- 
WAY Northernmost  breeding:  pair  nested  at 
Steinkjer,  Nord-Trondelag  (64°N),  in  July 
1987. 

Greater  Sand  Plover  Charadrius  leschenaultii 
UKRAINE  ssr  First  record:  Zmieeny  Island  in 
Black  Sea  on  27th  May  1951. 

Sociable  Plover  Chettusia  gregaria  CZECHO- 
SLOVAKIA Sixth  record:  three  in  flock  of 
Lapwings  Vanellus  vanellus  near  Prerov,  cen- 
tral Moravia,  on  4th  April  1985  (cf.  Brit.  Birds 
79:  287).  SWIT7.ERI.ANI)  Third  record:  Cos- 
sonsay  on  10th  April  1987. 

Great  Knot  Calidris  tenuiroslris  DENMARK  First 
record:  Skagen  on  7th  October  1987.  GER- 
MAN DEMOCRATIC  REPUBLIC  First  record: 
adult  in  summer  plumage  on  1st  August 
1987. 

Western  Sandpiper  Calidris  mauri  SPAIN  First 
record:  juvenile  at  Ensenada  de  la  Insua,  La 
Coruna,  on  8th  September  1979*. 

Red-necked  Stint  Calidris  rujicollis  NETHER- 
LANDS First  record:  Lauwersmeer,  Gronin- 
gen, on  29th  May  1987. 

White-rumped  Sandpiper  Calidris  juscicollis 
AUSTRIA  Fourth  record:  Rhine  Delta,  Vorarl- 
berg,  on  18th  October  1987.  SPAIN  Third 
record:  adult  at  Ensenada  de  la  Insua  during 
19th-25th  August  1985*. 

Baird’s  Sandpiper  Calidris  bairdii  GREECE 
First  record:  adult  near  Corinth  on  21st 
August  1988. 

Pectoral  Sandpiper  Calidris  melanotos  HUN- 
GARY First  record:  near  Szabadszallas  from 
27th  September  to  1st  October  1987. 

Dunlin  Calidris  alpina  GERMAN  DEMOCRATIC 
REPUBLIC  Population  estimate:  80  pairs  in 
coastal  district. 

Jack  Snipe  Lymnocryptes  minimus  NORWAY 
Population  estimate:  110  pairs  breeding  in 
1982-84,  mostly  in  Finnmark. 

Snipe  Gallinago  gallinago  GIBRALTAR  Second 
record:  4th  November  1987. 

Great  Snipe  Gallinago  media  FINLAND  Excep- 
tional autumn  numbers:  approximately  140 
records,  mainly  in  east  to  southeast,  in  1987. 

Long-billed  Dowitcher  Limnodromus  scolopa- 
ceus  SWEDEN  Eighth  record:  Getteron  from 
2nd  October  to  15th  November  1987. 


Bar-tailed  Godwit  Limosa  lappomca  NORWAY 
Population  estimate:  1,300  pairs,  all  in 
Finnmark.  (This  species  has  not  previously 
been  mentioned  in  a ‘European  news’  sum- 
mary.) 

Slender-billed  Curlew  Numenius  tenuiroslris 
MOROCCO  Winter  count:  three  at  Merja 
Zerga  and  one  at  Merja  Oulad  Khallouf 
were  total  found  in  January  1988  waterfowl 
census  (cf.  nine  at  Merja  Bokka  on  21st 
January'  1987,  Brit.  Birds  80:  325). 

Upland  Sandpiper  Bartramia  longicauda 
FRANCE  Fourth  record:  Ouessant  on  21st 
September  1987*. 

Spotted  Redshank  Tringa  erythropus  Norway 
Population  estimate:  5,000  pairs,  all  in 
Finnmark.  ( This  species  has  not  previously 
been  mentioned  in  a ‘European  news’  sum- 
mary.) 

Greater  Yellowlegs  Tringa  melanoleuca 
FRANCE  First  record:  Baie  de  Seine,  Seine- 
Maritime,  on  2bth-27th  August  1987*.  l*o- 
I.AND  Second  record:  Mietkow  Reservoir  near 
Wrocfaw  on  25th  September  1987  (first  was 
in  August  1986).  SPAIN  First  record:  adult  at 
Ensenada  de  la  Insua  on  2nd  September 
1983*. 

Terek  Sandpiper  Xenus  cinereus  HUNGARY 
Ninth  record:  adult  on  Hortobagy 

‘Academia-to’  during  2 1 st-28t h July  1986  is 
the  second  in  July;  most  others  have  been  in 
September.  SWITZERLAND  Second  record: 
Lake  Klingnau  on  29th  and  31st  August 
1987.  UKRAINE  SSR  First  record  in  West 
region:  Volyn  on  3rd  October  1986. 

Spotted  Sandpiper  Actitis  macularia  FRANCE 
First  record:  juvenile  at  Pont-Croix,  Finis- 
tere,  from  24th  September-7th  November 
1987.  SWEDEN  First  record:  Halmstad  on 
27th-28th  August  1987*. 

Grey  Phalarope  Phalaropus  Julicarius  HUN- 
GARY Eighteenth  record:  near  Tomorkeny 
on  25th  August  1986.  NORWAY  First  in  Inner 
Oslofjord  since  1987:  Asker,  Akershus,  on 
1st  November  1986  is  about  thirtieth  record 
for  country. 

Great  Skua  Stercorarius  skua  GREECE  Correc- 
tion: first  record  quoted  Brit.  Birds  80:  325  is 
actually  second. 
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Great  Black-headed  Gull  I. arus  ichthyaetus 
ISRAEI . Highest-ever  wintering  numbers:  800 
in  north  during  winter  1987/88.  UKRAINE  ssr 
First  record  in  West  region:  Lviv  on  15th 
August  1985  (cf.  recent  records  in  Greece, 
Spain  and  Cyprus,  Brit.  Birds  79:  288;  80: 
325;  81:  18). 

Laughing  Gull  Larus  atricilla  FR  ANCE  Seventh 
record:  Dunkerque  during  August  and  Sep- 
tember 1987.  SPAIN  Fourth  and  fifth  records: 
subadult  at  Ebro  Delta  on  8lh-9th  July 
1987*  and  immature  at  Benalmadena,  Mala- 
ga, on  17th  August  1987*. 

Franklin’s  Gull  Larus  pipixcan  NETHERLANDS 
First  record:  Noordbraband  from  8th  June 
to  1 1th  July  1987. 

Sabine’s  Gull  /.  arus  sabini  GIBRALTAR  First 
record:  adult  on  7th  November  1987  (cf. 
British  records  Brit.  Birds  81:  86-97). 

Bonaparte’s  Gull  Larus  Philadelphia  FRANCE 
Second  record:  immature  on  Ouessant  on 
22nd  October  1987*. 

Slender-billed  Gull  1.  arus  genei  POLAND  First 
record:  adult  at  Vistula  estuary  during  19th- 
26th  July  1987.  UKRAINE  ssr  First  record: 
Kanev,  Dnipro  River,  on  15th  October  1950. 

Audouin’s  Gull  Lams  audouinii  ITALY  New 
colony:  about  40  pairs  in  Tuscany  archipel- 
ago. SWITZERLAND  Third  record:  Lake  Con- 
stance on  10th  December  1986.  GIBRALTAR 
High  autumn  numbers:  westward  move- 
ment of  1,414  between  July  and  September 
1987  is  second-best  autumn  ever  (cf.  in- 
creases in  Spain,  Brit.  Birds  80:  12;  81:  18). 

Ring-billed  Gull  Larus  delawarensis  POLAND 
Second  and  third  records:  first-winters  at 
Gdynia  on  25th  February  1985,  and  Hel  on 
19th  January  1987  (first  was  in  April  1984 
Brit.  Birds  78:  641-642). 

Herring  Gull  Larus  argentatus  AUSTRIA  First 
breeding  of  L.  a.  cachinnans:  two  pairs  in 
Seewinkel,  Burgenland,  in  1987,  of  which 
one  raised  young. 

Glaucous  Gull  Larus  hyperboreus  MOROCCO 
Correction:  seventh  record  was  on  6th  April 
1987,  not  28th  March  1987  (Brit.  Birds  81: 
18). 

Ross’s  Gull  Rhodostethia  rosea  FINLAND  Third 
record:  second-winter  tideline  corpse  in 
Hanko  on  14th  February  1988. 
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Kittiwake  Rissa  tridactyla  Latvian  ssr  Fourth 
record:  near  Riga  in  December  1986. 

Caspian  Tern  Sterna  easpia  GIBRALTAR  Sixth 
record:  14th  October  1987. 

Lesser  Crested  Tern  Sterna  bengalensis 
MOROCCO  Large  autumn  concentration: 
flock  of  39,  together  with  21  Sandwich  Terns 
S.  sandvicensis , at  Oualidia  on  15th  October 
1987. 

Sandwich  Tern  Sterna  sandvicensis  CANARY 
ISLANDS  Largest-ever  flock:  approximately 
500  at  Arrecife,  Lanzarote,  on  24th  March 
1987. 

Roseate  Tern  Sterna  dougal/ii  POLAND  First 
record:  adult  in  Gdansk  Bay  on  10th  Octo- 
ber 1987. 

Arctic  Tern  Sterna  paradisaea  UKRAINE  ssr 
First  record  in  West  region:  Lucimer  lake  on 
6th  September  1985. 

Bridled  Tern  Sterna  anaethetus  FRANCE 
Second  record:  in  colony  of  Sandwich  Terns 
S.  sandvicensis  at  Arcachon,  Gironde,  on  7th 
July  1987*  (cf.  first  record,  Brit.  Birds  80: 
326). 

Sooty  Tern  Sterna  Juscat a SPAIN  Correction: 
record  at  La  Coruna  was  on  20th-21st  June 
1981,  not  1982  (Brit.  Birds  80:  19). 

Little  Tern  Sterna  albi/rons  GERMAN  DEMOCRA- 
TIC: REPUBLIC  Population  estimate:  approxi- 
mately 100  pairs.  MOROCCO  Increased  win- 
tering: regular  wintering  at  Sidi-Moussa/' 
Oualidia  area  since  1976,  three  on  27th 
December  1986,  one  on  16th  January  1988. 

Whiskered  Tern  Chlidonias  hybridus  CANARY 
ISLANDS  First  record  for  Gran  Canaria:  19th 
September  1987.  DENMARK  Seventh  record: 
Vejlerne  on  20th  October  1987.  FINLAND 
Second  record:  Kitee  on  11th  June  1987. 
MOROCCO  Unusually  large  winter  flock:  20  at 
Sidi-Moussa  on  25th  December  1987. 

Black  Tern  Chlidonias  niger  CANARY  ISLANDS 
First  records  for  Lanzarote  and  Gran  Can- 
aria: two  first-years  and  one  adult  on  Lanza- 
rote on  17th  and  20th  September  1987,  and 
single  on  Gran  Canaria  on  19th  September 
1987.  morocco  Largest-ever  winter  flock:  22 
at  Sidi-Moussa  on  25th  December  1987. 
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White-winged  Black  Tern  Chlidonias  leucop- 
tems  MOROCCO  Second  winter  record:  two  at 
Sidi-Moussa  on  25th  December  1987. 

Razorbill  Alca  torda  AUSTRIA  First  record: 
immature  in  Rhine  Delta,  Vorarlberg,  on 
14th  March  1987.  (This  species  has  not 
previously  been  mentioned  in  a ‘European 
news’  summary.) 

Little  Auk  Alle  alle  SWEDEN  Increasing 
autumn/winter  records:  highest  daily  count 
385  at  Varberg  on  13th  November  1987  (cf. 
Brit.  Birds  79:  288;  80:  326).  UKRAINE SSR  First 
record:  7th  November  1981. 

Great  Spotted  Cuckoo  Clamator  glandarius 
Yugoslavia  First  confirmed  breeding:  par- 
tially fledged  young  at  Skadar  Lake  on  20th 
July  1982  is  only  fourteenth  record. 

Eagle  Owl  Bubo  bubo  ITALY  Extinct  in  Sicily: 
none  in  1987. 

Great  Grey  Owl  Slrix  nebulosa  POLAND  First 
record  since  1953:  Biatowieza  Forest  during 
3rd-26th  May  1987. 

Plain  Swift  Apus  unicolor  MOROCCO  Sixth  and 
seventh  records:  Massaon  7th  January  1987, 
and  Akhfennir  on  5th  January  1988. 

Bee-eater  M crops  apiaster  NORWAY  Fifteenth 
record:  Trysil,  Hedmark,  on  13th  May  1986. 
POLAND  Northerly  breeding:  two  pairs  in 
1986  and  1987  at  Choczewo,  near  Baltic 
coast. 

Roller  Coracias  garrulus  GERM  AN  DEMOCRATIC 
REPUBLIC  Continued  population  decline: 
from  135  pairs  in  1961  and  15  pairs  in  1980 
to  five  pairs  in  1985. 

Hoopoe  Upupa  epops  GERMAN  DEMOCRATIC 
REPUBLIC  Population  estimate:  no  more  than 
100  pairs. 

White-backed  Woodpecker  Dendrocopos 
leucotos  NORWAY  Population  estimate:  500- 
1,000  pairs  in  west,  but  approaching  extinc- 
tion in  east,  owing  to  modern  forestry- 
practices. 

Three-toed  Woodpecker  Dendrocopos  tridacty- 
lus  DENMARK  Eighth  record:  male  at  Skagen 
during  5th-8th  November  1987  is  first  record 
since  1966.  NORWAY  Invasion:  recorded  in 
south  and  at  coastal  observatories  in  au- 
tumn 1987;  20  at  Jomfruland.  Telemark,  and 


eight  to  ten  at  Melen,  Vestfold.  (This 
species  has  not  previously  been  mentioned 
in  a ‘Fluropean  news’  summary.) 

Calandra  Lark  Melanoconpha  calandra  FIN- 
LAND Fourth  record:  Dragsfjard  on  25th  May 

1986.  YUGOSLAVIA  First  record  for  Slovenia: 
singing  male  at  Ankaran  during  May  tojune 

1987. 

Hume’s  Short-toed  Lark  Calandrella  acutiros- 
tris  ISRAEL  First  record:  trapped  at  Falat  on 
4th  February'.  (This  species  has  not  pre- 
viously been  mentioned  in  a ‘European 
news’  summary.) 

Woodlark  Lullula  arborea  GIBRALTAR  Fifth  to 
ninth  records:  total  of  18  individuals  on  five 
dates  in  October  1987. 

Shore  Lark  krernophila  alpestris  FINLAND  De- 
clining numbers:  28  to  81  migrants  per  y ear 
in  south  in  1980s  compared  with  several 
hundreds  in  1950s;  breeding  population 
‘some  tens  of  pairs,  at  most’. 

Red-rumped  Swallow'  Hirundo  dourica  PO- 
LAND Second  record:  13th  April  1987  at 
Solina  (first  was  in  May  1982,  Brit.  Birds  76: 
275)  (cf.  British  records  in  1987,  Brit.  Birds  80: 
392-399,  457-463;  81:  86-97). 

Richard’s  Pipit  Anthus  noraeseelandiae 
DENMARK  Influx:  15-20  records  in  autumn 
1987  compared  with  previous  total  of  28. 

Blyth’s  Pipit  Anthus  godlewskii  ISRAEL  First 
record:  Eilat  during  7th-  16th  November 
1987. 

Olive-backed  Pipit  Anthus  hodgsoni  DENMARK 
Second  record:  Skallingen  on  16th  Novem- 
ber 1987.  FRANCE  First  record:  Ouessant  on 
31st  October  1987.  POLAND  Correction:  indi- 
vidual on  27th  April  1985  (Brit.  Birds  81:  20) 
was  second  spring  record  (first  was  on  1st- 
2nd  May  1984  at  Justarnia). 

Red-throated  Pipit  Anthus  cervinus  UKRAINE 
SSR  First  to  third  records  in  West  region: 
11th  December  1982,  14th  September  1984. 
and  15th  October  1985. 

Citrine  Wragtail  Motacilla  citreola  SPAIN  First 
record:  male  at  Porto  Pollensia,  Mallorca, 
during  15th- 18th  April  1987*.  SWEDEN 
Highest-ever  annual  total:  eight  in  1987, 
mainly  associated  with  influx  of  other  Sibe- 
rian species  from  30th  August  to  26th 
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October.  UKRAINE  ssr  First  and  second 
records  in  West  region:  breeding  in  Terno- 
pol during  June  to  July  1985;  Lviv  on  14th 
August  1986. 

Siberian  Accentor  Prunella  montanella  SW  E- 
DEN Second  to  sixth  records:  Stenasa,  Oland 
on  18th  October,  Segerstad,  Oland,  during 
22nd-28th  October  and  another  during 
24th-28th  October,  Svenska  Hogarna,  L'pp- 
land,  during  2 1 st-28t h October,  and  Otlen- 
by  on  25th  October,  all  in  1987;  first  record 
was  in  1976  (Bril.  Birds  71:  256). 


Thrush  Nightingale  Luscinia  luscinia  swi  l- 
ZERKANl)  Fifth  record:  trapped  at  Monte 
Ca/.is  on  31st  August  1987. 

Bluethroat  Luscinia  svecica  CZECHOSLOVAKIA 
Population  increase:  several  tens  of  locali- 
ties occupied  by  white-spotted  L.  s.  cyanecula , 
especially  in  southern  and  western  Bohe- 
mia; red-spotted  L.  s.  svecica  has  bred  in 
Krkonose  mountains  since  1978  (cf.  recent 
breeding  in  Austria,  Romania,  Switzerland, 
Spain  and  Italy,  Bril.  Birds  71:  585;  73:  577; 
76:  275;  78:  344;  79:  289). 


Black-throated  Accentor  Prunella  alrogularis 
FINLAND  First  record:  Helsinki  on  19th  Octo- 
ber 1987  (plates  179-181). 


Siberian  Blue  Robin  Luscinia  cyane  SWEDEN 
First  record:  juvenile  at  Stenasa,  Oland,  on 
13th  October  1987*.  ( Phis  species  has  not 
previously  been  mentioned  in  a ‘European 
news’  summary.) 

Red-flanked  Bluetail  Tarsiger  cyanurus  PO- 
LAND First  record:  Czorsztyn  in  Pieniny 
Mountains  on  9th  August  1987  (cf.  recent 
Swedish  records,  Bril.  Birds  81:  20). 

Stonechat  Saxicola  torquata  FINLAND  Second 
record  of  .S’.  I.  rubicola/hibernans : male  in 
Kristinestad  on  19th  July  1986. 

Pied  Wheatear  Oenanthe  pleschanka  FINLAND 
First  record:  female  at  Lagskiir  on  19th 
October  1979.  morocco  First  record:  two 
males  near  Beni-Tajjit  on  28th  December 
1987*.  SWEDEN  First  and  second  records: 
(rapped  at  Umea  on  27th-28th  September 
1987*,  and  Holmsund  during  23rd-31sl 
October  1987*. 

Black-eared  Wheatear  Oenanthe  hispanica 
FINLAND  First  record:  Espoo  during  24th 
October  to  1st  November  1987.  Poland  First 
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record:  adult  female  at  Jastarnia  on  Hel 
Peninsula  on  9th  September  1986. 

Desert  Wheatear  Oenanthe  deserti  DENMARK 
First  and  second  records:  male  at  Vest  Stadil 
Fjord  during  24th-26th  October  1987  and 
female  at  Ishoj  Strand  on  lst-2nd  November 
1987.  FRANCE  Sixth  record:  male  on  Oues- 
sant  during  23rd-31st  October  1987*  is  first 
outside  south.  GIBRALTAR  f irst  record:  male 
on  3rd  September  1987. 

Finsch’s  Wheatear  Oenanthe  finschii  MOROC- 
CO First  record:  pair  at  Oued  Massa  Dam  on 
8th  April  1987*.  (This  species  has  not 
previously  been  mentioned  in  a ‘European 
news’  summary.) 

White’s  Thrush  Zoolhera  dauma  FRANCE 
Fourth  twentieth-century  record:  Ouessant 
during  19th-23rd  October  1987*. 

Cetti’s  Warbler  Cettia  cetti  NETHERLANDS 
Absence:  no  records  in  1986  or  1987,  despite 
records  in  1970s  and  earlier  in  1980s  (cf. 
population  crash  in  France,  Brit.  Birds  81: 
20). 

Fan-tailed  Warbler  Cisticola  juncidis  NETHER- 
LANDS Absence:  no  records  in  1987,  despite 
one  or  two  in  1986  and  small  numbers  in 
earlier  years  (cf.  population  crashes  in 
France  and  Yugoslavia,  Brit.  Birds  78:  643; 
81:  20). 

Graceful  Warbler  Prim  a gracilis  CYPRUS  F'irst 
and  second  records:  Episkopi  on  12th  Octo- 
ber 1987,  and  near  Paphos  on  5th  December 
1987*.  (This  species  has  not  previously  been 
mentioned  in  a ‘European  news'  summary.) 

Pallas’s  Grasshopper  Warbler  Locustella 
certhiola  FRANCE  First  record:  Ouessant  on 
31st  August  1987*. 

Lanceolated  Warbler  Locustella  lanceolata 
FINLAND  Tenth  record:  Kalvola  on  3rd  Sep- 
tember 1987.  SWEDEN  Second  record:  dead  at 
Hoburgen  on  19th  October  1987  (first  was 
also  found  dead  at  Hoburgen,  in  1939,  cf. 
Brit.  Birds  81:  20). 

River  Warbler  Locustella  Jiuviatilis  NORWAY 
Twelfth  to  fourteenth  records:  singing  males 
at  Borsesjo,  Telemark,  during  6th-  17th  June 
1986,  Borre,  Vestfold,  on  22nd  June  1986, 
and  Nittedal,  Akershus,  during  20th-23rd 
June  1987. 


Moustached  Warbler  Acrocephalus  melanopo- 
gon  GIBRALTAR  Second  and  third  records: 
9th*  and  29th  September  1987. 

Aquatic  Warbler  Acrocephalus  paludicola 
FRANCE  I.arge  autumn  movement:  tens  ring- 
ed, mainly  on  west  coast  during  August 
1987  (cf.  Brit.  Birds  80:  328).  GERMAN  DEMO- 
CRATIC REPUBLIC  Population  estimate:  two 
populations  of  30  to  40  pairs  in  northeast. 

Paddyfield  Warbler  Acrocephalus  agricola  LAT- 
VIAN SSR  First  record:  trapped  at  Pape  in  July 
1987.  SWEDEN  Seventh  record:  Seby,  Oland,  on 
26th-27th  October  1987. 

Booted  Warbler  Hippolais  caligata  BELGIUM 
First  record:  Zeebrugge  on  3rd-4th  October 
1987*.  Estonian  ssr  First  and  second  re- 
cords: two  singing  males  on  14th  June  1987* 
at  Jogeva,  and  one  singing  male  on  21st  June 
1987*  at  Tartu. 

Sardinian  Warbler  Syhna  melanocephala  SWIT- 
ZERLAND Fourth  and  fifth  records:  Meiringen 
on  29th-30th  April  1987,  and  Follaterres  on 
2nd-9th  May  1987. 

Desert  Warbler  Sylvia  nana  FINLAND  Fifth 
record:  Turku  from  30th  October  to  3rd 
November  1987.  SWEDEN  Seventh  to  ninth 
records:  Stenasa  during  19th-22nd  October 
1987,  Brottorp,  Oland,  on  20th-21st  October 
1987,  and  Holmsund,  Vasterbotten,  on  29th 
October  1987. 

Green  Warbler  Phylloscopus  nitidus  ISRAEL 
First  record:  Eilat  on  27th  October  1987. 
(This  species  has  not  previously  been  men- 
tioned in  a ‘F7uropean  news’  summary.) 

Greenish  Warbler  Phylloscopus  trochiloides 
BELGIUM  F'irst  record:  Zeebrugge  on  1st 
September  1987*.  UKRAINE  ssr  First  record 
in  West  region:  Lviv  on  3rd  October  1986. 

Arctic  Warbler  Phylloscopus  borealis  FRANCE 
Second  record:  trapped  on  Ouessant  on 
16th  September  1987*.  MALTA  First  record: 
ringed  in  October  1987. 

Pallas’s  Warbler  Phylloscopus  proregulus 
DENMARK  I^arge  influx:  at  least  15  in  autumn 
1987,  of  which  1 1 were  at  Christianso  during 
lst-23rd  October.  MALTA  First  record:  trap- 
ped in  November  1987.  SWEDEN  Highest 
annual  total:  42  during  September  to 
November  1987.  UKRAINE  SSR  First  record: 
Zmieeny  Island  in  October  1980. 
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Yellow-browed  Warbler  Phylloscopus  inoma- 
tus  BELGIUM  Influx:  ten  records  on  coast 
during  30th  September  to  14th  November 
1987,  including  one  possible  P.  i.  humei. 
DENMARK  Large  influx:  at  least  17,  including 
13  at  Christianso,  during  3rd  October  to 
10th  November  1987;  includes  country’s 
first  P.  i.  humei.  MALTA  Twentieth  record: 
October  1987  (previous  four  were  in  autumn 

1986,  Brit.  Birds  80:  328).  SWEDEN  Average 
autumn  numbers:  21  during  September  to 
November  1987  (cf.  total  of  57  in  1985,  Brit. 
Birds  80:  328). 

Radde’s  Warbler  Phylloscopus  schwarzi 
DENMARK  Sixth  record:  Christianso  on  30th 
September  1987.  FRANCE  Second  record: 
Ouessant  on  28th  October  1987.  SWEDEN 
Twelfth  record:  Otlenby  during  18th-20th 
October  1987. 

Dusky  Warbler  Phylloscopus J'uscatus  DENM  ARK 
Large  influx:  at  least  eight  at  Christianso 
during  2nd-27th  October  1987,  and  singles 
at  Harboore  on  20th  October  1987  and  Ishoj 
Strand  on  23rd  October  to  3rd  November 

1987,  the  second  to  eleventh  records.  ESTO- 
NIAN SSR  Second  record:  Sorve  on  22nd 
November  1987*  (the  first  was  in  1986,  Brit. 
Birds  80:  328).  FINLAND  Influx:  seven  records 
in  autumn  1987*  bring  total  to  19.  FRANCE 
Influx:  five  or  six  on  Ouessant  from  22nd 
October  to  7th  November  1987*  represent 
third  to  seventh/eighth  records.  POLAND 
Fifth  record:  Kuznica  on  Hel  Peninsula  on 
13th  September  1986.  SWEDEN  Influx:  at 
least  eight  in  East  during  1 9th-2 7th  October 
1987;  only  12  previously  accepted. 

Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus  collybita  DENMARK  In- 
flux of  eastern  race  P.  c.  tristis:  at  least  13 
individuals,  including  eight  at  Christianso 
from  16th  October  to  3rd  November  1987. 
ESTONIAN  SSR  Eighth  record  of  P.  c.  tristis: 
Sorve  on  3rd  October  1987*  (seventh  was  in 
1986,  Brit.  Birds  80:  328). 

Wallcreeper  Tichodroma  muraria  BELGIUM  Re- 
turning wintering  individual:  near  Liege  on 
27th  December  1987,  in  stone-pit  where 
previously  recorded  in  spring  1986  and 
winter  1986/87  {Brit.  Birds  80:*  14). 

Penduline  Tit  Remiz  pendulinus  FINLAND 
Tenth  record:  male  holding  territory  in 
Mietoinen  in  June  1986.  SPAIN  Continued 
range  expansion:  spreading  southwest,  with 
many  nests  found  along  170  km  of  Guadal- 
quivir river  valley  during  1985-87. 
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Isabelline  Shrike  Lanins  isabellinus  FRANCE 
Third  record:  female  on  Ouessant  during 
1 4th- 1 6th  October  1987*. 

Siberian  Jay  Perisoreus  infaustus  UKRAINE  SSR 
First  record:  Eytomer  region  in  January 
1977. 

Rose-coloured  Starling  Stumus  roseus  SWIT- 
ZERLAND Sixth  record:  Brig  on  26th  May 
1987. 

Rock  Sparrow  Petronia  petronia  YUGOSLAVIA 
First  record  for  Slovenia:  singing  male  at 
Ankaran  on  3rd  May  1987. 

Redpoll  Carduelis  flammea  ESTONIAN  SSR  First 
breeding  records:  two  nests  with  chick,  and 
an  additional  nest  built,  at  Tartu  in  1987. 

Arctic  Redpoll  Carduelis  homemanni  UKRAINE 
ssr  First  and  second  records  in  West  region: 
Lviv  in  December  1976  and  December  1979. 

Scarlet  Rosefinch  Carpodacus  erythrinus 
NETHERLANDS  Spring  influx:  dozens,  includ- 
ing first  three  breeding  pairs,  mainly  near 
coastal  regions  in  spring  1987.  UKRAINE  ssr 
First  breeding  in  West  region:  Lviv  in  June- 
July  1986. 

Pallas’s  Rosefinch  Carpodacus  roseus 
DENMARK  First  record:  trapped  at  Blavand 
on  13th  October  1987.  (This  species  has  not 
previously  been  mentioned  in  a ‘European 
news’  summary.) 

Bullfinch  Pyrrhula  pyrrhula  MOROCCO  Fifth 
record:  male  and  three  females  near  Nleknes 
on  11th  December  1987  (cf.  southerly  win- 
tering in  Portugal,  Brit.  Birds  81:  22). 

Northern  Parula  Panda  americana  FRANCE 
First  record:  female/immature  on  Ouessant 
during  1 4th- 1 6th  September  1987.  (This 
species  has  not  previously  been  mentioned 
in  a ‘European  news’  summary.) 

Lapland  Bunting  Calcarius  lapponicus 
DENMARK  High  autumn  numbers  in  West 
Jutland:  1 10  at  Sendervigon  17th  November 
1987,  and  1 14  at  Vejlerne  on  18th  November 
1987.  Switzerland  Seventh  record:  trapped 
at  La  Corbiere  on  5th  October  1986. 

Pine  Bunting  Emberiza  leucocephalos  UKRAINE 
SSR  Second  record  in  West  region:  Lviv  on 
23rd  May  1986;  first  record  was  in  1980  in 
Black  Sea  region. 
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Cirl  Bunting  Emberiza  cirlas  Poland  Seventh 
record:  two  at  Hanczowa  in  Beskid  Niski 
Mountains  on  18th  August  1987.  Ukraine 
ssr  First  record  in  West  region:  Lviv  on  1 1th 
August  1984. 

Rock  Bunting  Emberiza  da  POLAND  Fifth 
record:  male  at  Miradz  near  Bydgoszcz  on 
15  July  1987. 

Yellow-browed  Bunting  Emberiza  chrysophiys 
UKRAINE  ssr  First  record  in  West  region: 
Nesterov,  Lviv,  on  1st  January  1983. 

Little  Bunting  Emberiza  pusilla  MALTA  Nine- 
teenth record:  ringed  in  November  1986. 
Poland  Seventh  record:  singing  male  at 
Wizna  on  29th  April  1987.  UKRAINE  SSR  First 
record  in  West  region:  Volyn  on  19th  July 
1984. 
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Yellow-breasted  Bunting  Emberiza  aureola 
FRANCE  Second  record:  male  near  Dijon, 
Cote  d’Or,  on  1st  December  1987*. 

Reed  Bunting  Emberiza  schoeniclus  GIBRALTAR 
First  record:  female  on  7th  November  1987. 
(This  species  has  not  previously  been  men- 
tioned in  a ‘European  news’  summary.) 

Pallas’s  Reed  Bunting  Emberiza  pa l Iasi  USSR 
Range  extension:  breeding  west  to  source  of 
River  Seyda  in  Bol’shezemel’skay  tundra 
since  1981  is  first  in  Europe  (Ontilologiya  22: 
134-147;  drawn  to  our  attention  by  M.  G. 
Wilson).  ( This  species  has  not  previously 
been  mentioned  in  a ‘European  news’  sum- 
mary.) 

Bobolink  Dolichonyx  oryzivorus  FRANCE  First 
record:  female/immature  on  Ouessant  on 
15th  October  1987. 


Correspondents 

AUSTRIA  Hans-Martin  Berg,  Osterreichische  Gesellschaft  fur  Yogelkunde,  c/o  Naturhistor- 
isches  Museum  Wien,  A-1014  Wien  1,  Burgring  7,  Postfach  417 
BELGIUM  Rene  de  Liedekerke  and  Drs  F.  L.  L.  Tombeur,  Rue  des  Haies,  20,  B-5296,  Pailhe 
CANARY  ISLANDS  Dr  Aurelio  Martin  & Keith  Emmerson,  Departamento  de  Biologia  Animal 
(Zoologia),  Universidad  de  la  Laguna,  38206  La  Laguna,  Tenerife 
CYPRUS  C.  J.  L.  Bennett,  P.O.  Box  4319,  Nicosia 

CZECHOSLOVAKIA  Dr  Karel  Stastny,  Institute  of  Applied  Ecology  and  Ecotechnology, 
Agriculture  University  in  Prague,  281  63  Kostelec  n.c.lesy 
DENMARK  Flenrik  Dissing  and  Lars  Norgaard  Andersen,  Rapportgruppen,  Dansk  Omitolog- 
isk  Forening,  Vesterbrogade  140,  DK-1620  Kbh.  V 
ESTONIAN  ssr  Vilju  Lilleleht,  Institute  of  Zoology  and  Botany,  21  Vanemuise  St.  SU-202400 
Tartu 

FINLAND  Martti  Mario,  The  Finnish  Ornithological  Society,  P.  Rautatiekatu  13.  SF-00100 
Helsinki  10 

FRANCE  Dr  Philippe  J.  Dubois,  LPO,  51  rue  Laugier,  75017  Paris 
GERMAN  DEMOCRATIC  REPUBLIC  Dr  W.  Eichstiidt,  Nr.  12,  Linken  DDR  2101 
GIBRALTAR  Steve  Holliday,  6 Phillimore  House,  Buena  V ista 
GREECE  George  I.  Handrinos,  50  El  Venizelou  Str,  166  75  Glyfada 

HUNGARY  Dr  Gabor  Magyar  and  Zoltan  Waliczky,  Magyar  Mardatani  Egyesiilet,  H- 1 121 
Budapest,  Kolto  u.  21 

Israel  Hadoram  Shirihai,  PO  Box  4168,  Eilat  88102 

ITALY  Marco  Gustin,  Stazione  Romana  Osservazione  e Protezione  Uccelli.  via  Palo  Laziale  2, 
00055  c/o  Bosco  di  Palo  WWF,  Ladispoli,  Roma 
LATVIAN  ssr  l)r  J.  Beaumanis,  Laboratory  of  Ornithology,  Miera  3,  229021  Salaspils 
MALTA  Joe  Sultana  and  Charles  Gauci,  Sciberras  Flats/3,  Fleur-de-Lys  Junction,  Birkirkara 
MOROCCO  Michel  Thevenot,  Centrale  Omithologique  Moracaine,  Departement  de  Zoologie 
et  Ecologie  Animale,  Institut  Scientifique,  BP  703  Rabat-Agdal 
NETHERLANDS  Edward  van  IJzendoorn,  Derde  Schinkelstraat  45,  1075  TK,  Amsterdam 
Norway  Geoffrey  H.  Acklam.  Nordliveien  18,  1320  Stabekk 

POLAND  Dr  Tadeusz  Stawarczyk,  Wroc+aw  University,  WladysTaw  Rydzewski,  Museum  of 
Natural  History,  Sienkiewicza  21,  50-335  Wroclaw 
SPAIN  Dr  Eduardo  de  Juana  A.,  Catedra  de  Zoologia  (Yertebrados),  Facultad  de  Biologia,  PI. 

9“,  L’niversidad  Complutense,  28040  Madrid 
SWEDEN  Erik  Hirschfeld,  S Forstadsg.  62,  S-211  43  Malmo 
SWITZERLAND  Niklaus  Zbinden,  Schweiz.  Yogelwarte,  CH-6204  Sempach 


340  European  news 

UKRAINE  SSR  I.  Gorbari,  West  Ukrainian  Avifaunistic  Commission,  264661  Shack,  National 
Park,  Volyn  Region 

YUGOSLAVIA  Iztok  Geister,  64202  Naklo,  Pokopaliska  pot  13 

No  information  was  received  from  Albania,  Bulgaria,  the  Faroe  Islands,  the  Federal 
Republic  of  Germany,  Luxembourg,  Portugal,  Romania,  or  Iceland. 

Announcements 


The  ‘BB’  trip  to  Thailand  1988  The  1988  trip  was  later  than  usual,  from  6th  to  21st 
March.  Migrant  thrushes  were  generally  scarce,  but  the  trip  total  (377  species)  was  the 
highest  ever.  Highlights  included  excellent  views  of  Black  Bazas  Aviceda  leuphotes 
displaying,  Painted  Snipes  Rostratula  benghalensis,  3,000  Lesser  Sand  Plovers  Charadrius 
mongolus,  Greater  Sand  Plovers  C.  leschenaultii,  Terek  Sandpipers  Xenus  cinereus,  Asiatic. 
Dowitchers  Limnodromus  semipalmatus,  Pintail  Snipes  Gallinago  stenura,  250  Red-necked  * 
Stints  Calidris  ruficollis,  Long-toed  Stints  C.  subminuta , 200  Oriental  Pratincoles  Glareola 
maldivarum.  Oriental  Cuckoos  Cuculus  saturatus,  15  White-vented  Needle-tails  Hirutidapus 
cochinchinensis,  250  Brown  Needle-tails  II.  giganteus,  Pacific  Swifts  Apus  pari  ficus.  Blue  Pitta 
Pitta  cyanea,  Siberian  Rubythroats  I.uscinia  calliope , Siberian  Blue  Robins  /..  cyatie,  Red- 
flanked  Bluetails  Tarsiger  cyanurus,  White-tailed  Robins  Cinclidium  leucurum,  three  species  of 
forktail  Enicurus,  White’s  Thrushes  Z oothera  dauma.  Eye-browed  Thrushes  Tardus  obscurus, 

34  species  of  warbler  including  Dusky  Phylloscopus  fuscatus , Radde’s  P.  schwarzi,  Thick- 
billed Acrocephalus  aedon , Pallas’s  Grasshopper  Locustella  certhiola,  and  Lanceolated  L. 
lanceolata , 18  species  of  flycatcher  (Muscicapidae),  Citrine  Wagtails  Motacilla  citreola , 
Olive-backed  Pipits  Anthus  hodgsoni , and  Brown  Shrikes  I.anius  cristatus. 

Travel  to  and  from  Thailand  was  by  Thai  Airways  International  and  the  ground 
arrangements  were  made  by  Educational  Travel  Center,  Bangkok;  we  thank  both 
organisations  for  their  efficient  and  friendly  help. 


182.  ‘British  Birds’  trip  to  Thailand  1988:  left  to  right,  Peter  Edwards,  I erry  Atkinson,  Dick 
Newell,  Stephen  Rumsey,  Dennis  Coutts,  Tim  Sharrock  and  Phil  Round;  Wat  Tam  En, 

Thailand,  March  1988  (Dermis  Coutts ) 
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The  ‘BB  trip  to  I hailand  in  1989  With  the  great  success  of  our  special  small-group 
trips  and  continuing  demand  lor  them,  another  is  planned  for  January/February  1989. 
Numbers  will  be  limited  to  not  more  than  six,  and  all  will  be  ‘BB’  subscribers.  Anyone 
interested  should  write  now  for  details,  to  BB  Thailand  Trip  1989,  Fountains,  Park  Lane, 
Blunham,  Bedford  MK4+  :tN|. 

Congress  on  ‘Expansion  and  Regression  of  Species’  To  mark  its  25th  anniversary,  the 
Aves  Ornithological  Study  Group  is  organising  an  international  congress  to  be  held  at  the 
University  of  Liege,  in  Sart  lilman,  during  19th-20th  November  1988.  Those  wishing  to 
submit  a verbal  communication  or  exposition  poster,  or  who  are  interested  and  wish  to  take 
part  in  this  Congress,  are  invited  to  contact  the  organisers  as  soon  as  possible:  Aves— 
Colloque  1988,  Maison  de  l’Environnement,  86  rue  de  la  Regence,  B-+(X)0  Liege,  Belgium. 

Post  early  to  avoid  disappointment  We  do,  of  course,  especially  note  the  dates  of 
postmarks  of  entries  to  our  ‘Monthly  marathon’  which  arrive  after  the  closing  date  of  the 
15th  of  the  month.  There  have  been  a number  of  cases  of  postcards  posted  with  second 
class  stamps  as  early  as  10th  which  did  not  arrive  until  20th;  and  others  with  first  class 
stamps  which  have  taken  up  to  one  week.  We  strongly  recommend  the  earliest  possible 
posting  of  entries  to  competitions  and  correspondence  which  needs  to  be  dealt  with 
before  a deadline. 

New  books  in  British  BirdShop  The  following  books  have  been  added  to  the  British 
BirdShop  list  this  month: 

British  Birds/IBCE  International  Bird  Identification 
Busby  Drawing  Birds 

Falla,  Sibson  & Turbott  New  Guide  to  the  Birds  of  New  Zealand 

Farrand  The  Audubon  Master  Guide  to  Birding 

Fisher  & Gantlett  A List  of  the  Birds  of  the  Isles  of  Sally 

Gillham  Tufted  Ducks  in  a Royal  Bark 

Nau,  Boon  & Knowles  Bedfordshire  Wildlife 

Pratt,  Bruner  & Berrett  /I  Field  Guide  to  the  Birds  of  Hawaii  and  the  Tropical  Bacific 
Reader’s  Digest  Complete  Book  of  Australian  Birds 
Reader’s  Digest  Complete  Book  of  New  Zealand  Birds 

These  can  be  obtained  POS'F  FREE  through  British  BirdShop.  Please  use  the  order  forms 
on  pages  xiii  and  xiv. 


Photographs  of  Israeli  birds  For  a forthcoming  joint  publication  between  the  Israeli  Trust 
for  Ornithology  and  British  Birds — The  Birds  of  Israel:  their  status  and  distribution  by  Hadoram 
Shirihai — bird  photographs  are  required.  These  must  have  been  taken  in  Israel.  Please  state 
species,  photographer’s  name,  location  and  date.  Selection  will  be  made  by  the  Photographic 
Committee:  David  M.  Cottridge  and  Paul  Doherty  in  England,  and  Yosi  Eshbol  and 
Hadoram  Shirihai  in  Israel.  This  publication  will  be  a non-profit-making  venture,  so 
submitting  photographers  are  asked  kindly  to  waive  their  reproduction  fee.  Each 
photographer  whose  work  is  used  will  receive  one  free  copy  of  the  book.  Please  send 
photographs  (colour  transparencies  or  black-and-white  prints)  to  David  M.  Cottridge,  6 
Sutherland  Road,  Tottenham,  London  N17  0BN. 


Tufted  Ducks  in  a Royal  Park.  By  Eric  Gillham.  Eric  Gillham,  Lvdd- 
on-Sea,  1986.  308  pages;  18  colour  plates;  105  black-and-white  plates;  1 
line-drawing.  £18.00. 

In  the  late  1950s,  two  papers  by  Eric  Gillham  appeared  in  British  Birds  on  the  Tufted  Ducks 
Aythya  fuligula  in  St  James’  Park,  London.  They  detailed  five  years  of  meticulous 
observations,  particularly  of  breeding  behaviour.  In  the  mid  1960s,  Eric  was  co-author  of 
the  definitive  paper  on  Aythya  hybrids,  published  in  Wildfowl.  But  then — silence.  Rumour 
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had  it  that  the  interest  in  Tufted  Ducks  still  continued,  but  writing  and  publishing  had 
apparently  ceased. 

Now,  though,  all  is  revealed.  Not  only  has  Eric  continued  to  record  the  intimate  lives  of 
the  Tufted  Duck  in  St  James’  Park,  so  that  his  data  now  span  32  years,  but  he  has  also 
assembled  all  his  information  and  published  it  in  this  book.  And  when  I say  ‘he  has  . . . 
published’,  I mean  just  that.  This  book  joins  that  select  list  of  ornithological  works  which 
have  been  ‘published  by  the  author’.  I hope  his  reason  for  so  doing  was  not  that  he  could 
not  find  a recognised  publisher  to  take  the  work.  The  book,  in  my  view,  thoroughly  merits 
publication  and  most  certainly  deserves  to  be  read. 

St  James’  Park  was  once  marshy  ground  on  London’s  outskirts,  then  a park  for  the  sole 
use  of  the  Royal  Family,  and  is  now  a popular  open  space,  with  its  collection  of  captive 
wildfowl,  among  which  the  wild  Tufted  Ducks  live  so  successfully.  Tufted  Duck 
plumages,  locomotion  and  feeding  methods,  and  the  many  different  hybrid  types  which 
can  occur,  are  briefly  described,  as  is  the  species’  status  in  the  environs  of  London.  The 
author’s  methods  of  study  included  recognition  of  individuals  showing  minute  plumage 
variations,  plus  some  colour  ringing.  The  latter  showed  that  some  birds  came  from 
abroad  while  others  remained  within  London. 

The  meat  of  the  book  is  contained  in  five  chapters  covering  the  Tufted  Duck  year: 
courtship  and  pairing;  nesting  and  brood-rearing;  and  the  post-breeding  season. 
Although  the  text  is  well  sprinkled  with  anecdotes,  all  the  many  facts  are  thoroughly 
backed  up  by  43  tables  and  13  appendices.  There  can  be  few  aspects  of  the  lives  of 
London’s  Tufted  Ducks  which  escaped  observation  and  careful  recording.  The  tables  can 
sometimes  lack  information  on  the  year(s)  to  which  the  data  apply,  but,  time  and  again, 
when  reading  the  text  and  wanting  to  verify  a statement,  there  were  the  data  set  out  in  a 
table  for  inspection.  There  is,  finally,  a chapter  giving  more  detail  about  food  and 
particularly  feeding  methods  than  I have  seen  in  any  previous  work  on  the  species. 

Both  the  colour  and  the  black-and-white  photographs  are  well  chosen  and  informative. 
The  whole  book  is  attractively  produced  on  good  quality  paper  and  is  a credit  to  the 
author/publisher.  A note  on  the  dust-jacket  states  that  all  profits  from  sales  of  the  book 
will  be  spent  on  providing  artificial  nest  sites  for  Tufted  Ducks  in  London.  That  is  just  a 
small,  added,  reason  for  purchasing  this  fascinating  book.  M.  A.  OoiI.VIF. 

Bedfordshire  Wildlife.  Edited  by  B.  S.  Nau,  C.  R.  Boon  and  J.  P. 
Knowles.  Castlemead  Publications,  Ware,  1987.  180  pages;  15  colour 
plates;  70  black-and-white  plates;  21  line-drawings.  £15.00. 

There  is  a growing  and  pleasing  recent  trend  in  the  appearance  of  general  natural  history 
books  covering  a single  county.  A series  in  progress,  published  in  conjunction  with  the 
relevant  county  naturalists’  trusts,  has  already  covered  Cornwall,  Derbyshire,  Essex,  and 
others.  The  force  behind  the  publication  under  review  is  the  Bedfordshire  Natural 
History  Society,  which  celebrated  its  fortieth  anniversary  in  1986;  the  publishers  were 
responsible  for  the  recent,  well-received  Birds  of  Hertfordshire. 

Initial  impressions  are  pleasing:  the  dustjacket  has  a colourful  painting  by  Alan  Harris 
showing  the  chalk  escarpment  of  South  Bedfordshire  with  typical  plants  and  butterflies, 
and  inside  is  a liberal  helping  of  both  colour  and  black-and-white  photographs.  The  fact 
that  the  photographic  editor  is  Richard  Revels  ensures  their  quality  and  interest.  Look  at  the 
amazing  photograph  on  page  47. 

Nine  chapters  are  grouped  into  four  sections:  ‘Historical  Background’,  ‘Wildlife 
Today’,  ‘Major  Regions’  (the  chalk  downs  and  greensand  ridge),  and  ‘Special  Habitats’. 
Each  chapter  is  written  by  a local  expert,  and  well  edited  so  that  the  general  approach  is 
uniform.  These  are  followed  by  an  Appendix  of  some  20  pages  of  species  checklists  of 
major  groups  of  animals  and  plants.  Their  usefulness,  however,  is  slightly  marred,  I feel, 
by  the  fact  that  the  records  included  are  only  for  the  period  1946-86.  Birds  are  divided 
into  five  categories — residents,  summer  visitors,  winter  visitors,  passage  migrants  and 
vagrants  (why  not  an  extra  one  for  pre-1946  records?) — though  they  are  listed  in  Voous 
sequence  within  each  category.  I found  this  layout  rather  trying  at  first,  but  the  same 
approach  is  used  for  other  groups  of  animals,  including  moths,  where  my  interest  far 
outstrips  my  knowledge:  here  I could  appreciate  the  value  of  knowing  at  a glance  which 
moths  were  common,  frequent,  or  rare. 
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National  experts  on  several  less-popular  groups  of  animals  have  lived  within  the 
county,  and  such  expertise  is  reflected  in  their  wide  treatment.  Amongst  the  better  known 
groups,  Bedfordshire  is  known  to  the  mammalogist  as  the  source  of  muntjac  Muntiacus 
reevesi  and  water  deer  Hydropoles  inermis  in  Britain;  to  the  botanist  as  holding  the  first,  and 
until  recently  the  only,  British  site  for  grey  mouse-ear  Cerastium  brachypelalum  (discovered 
on  the  very  first  field  trip  of  the  newly  formed  Bedfordshire  NHS!);  to  the  bibliophile  as 
the  first  county  to  have  a published  ‘Flora’,  in  1798;  and  of  course  to  the  birder  for  the 
spectacular  Lady  Amherst’s  Pheasant  Chrysolophus  amherstiae. 

Rereading  the  first  few  chapters,  I could  not  help  but  feel  sad  that  so  much  has 
changed,  so  much  has  been  lost.  In  no  group  is  this  more  evident  than  the  butterflies: 
nine  species  extinct  in  the  county,  and  a further  13  in  decline.  The  chequered  skipper 
Carterocephalus  palaemon , now  extinct  in  England,  was  first  discovered  as  a British  insect  in 
Bedfordshire.  Even  over  the  past  40  years,  the  landscape,  and  with  it  its  wildlife  and  flora, 
has  changed  considerably.  The  huge  increase  in  standing  waters  in  the  form  of  brick-pits 
and  gravel-pits,  documented  in  the  chapter  ‘New  Waters’,  now  form  the  county’s  major 
avian  honeypots.  Paradoxically,  the  bird  life  of  the  county  has  probably  never  been  richer 
in  variety. 

Bedfordshire  is  only  a small  county,  but  its  variety  of  habitats,  now  so  fragmented  by 
agricultural  and  industrial  change  and  the  pressures  of  housing,  can  be  seen  as  a 
microcosm  of  southern  England.  Whether  interested  in  wildlife  generally,  or  more 
specifically  in  Bedfordshire,  you  will  find  much  of  interest  in  this  most  attractive 
publication.  The  higher  plants  of  the  county  have  already  been  covered  in  two  recent 
floras  (one  a tetrad  map  flora),  and  the  breeding  birds  in  the  Bedfordshire  Bird  Atlas  (1979). 
Can  we  have  the  long  overdue,  complete  avifauna  next,  please?  I AN  Dawson 

Avifauna  Bavariae:  die  Vogelwelt  Bayerns  im  Wandel  der  Zeit. 
Band  II.  Pterocliformes  (Flughiihner)  bis  Passeriformes  (Sperlings- 
vogel).  By  Walter  Wiist.  Ornithologische  Gesellschaft  in  Bayern, 
Munich.  1986.  717  pages;  29  colour  photographs;  ten  black-and-white 
photographs;  48  figures  and  maps;  58  tables.  DM  69.00. 

Let  me  say  at  the  outset  that  this  is  without  doubt  a work  of  scholarship  and  erudition, 
the  results  of  extensive  research,  and  a monumental  credit  to  Dr  Wiist,  his  fellow 
contributors  and  the  publishers.  The  title  tells  us  that  this  is  a work  on  the  birds  of 
Bavaria,  but  the  depth  of  treatment  given  reaches  beyond  that,  into  areas  normally 
reserved  for  handbooks  and  not  touched  by  the  average  local  or  county  avifauna. 

Volume  I (which  I have  not  seen)  covered  introductory  matter  and  the  first  207  species 
in  732  pages.  This  second  volume,  with  186  species,  completes  the  systematic  list  (which 
includes  all  escapes:  e.g.  six  species  of  parrot).  The  species  are  dealt  w ith  under  such  sub- 
headings as  vernacular  names,  races,  status,  distribution,  chronicle,  density,  population 
changes,  habitat/biotope,  food,  breeding  biology,  phenology  and/or  migration,  ‘open 
questions’,  threats  and  conservation.  These  are  not  used  for  all  species,  and  indeed  other 
sub-headings  are  frequently  preferred,  the  format  reflecting — sensibly— what  is  most 
relevant  or  appropriate  to  each  species.  Crested  Lark  Galerida  crislata , currently  declining 
in  several  parts  of  Europe,  has  ten  pages  of  small  type  on  ‘chronicle  and  population  data’ 
in  its  18-page  treatment;  while  Swallow  Hirundo  rustica  receives  over  30  pages  of  incredible 
detail,  mostly  on  ‘frequency  and  density’,  ‘reproduction  phenology’  and  ‘migration 
phenology’;  seven  sonagrams  showing  the  south  German  dialects  of  Ortolan  Bunting 
Emberiza  hortulana  further  represent  the  depth  of  species  treatment.  There  are  few 
distribution  maps,  the  text  and  the  recent  Bavarian  breeding  atlas  by  Nitsche  covering 
this  aspect,  but  the  dozen  or  so  that  are  included  do  show  historical  developments, 
sometimes  from  pre-1900,  to  the  present.  Somewhat  annoyingly,  the  thousands  of 
references  are  published  in  a separate  bibliography.  The  whole  volume  II,  including  the 
29  colour  photos  (one  an  intriguing  shot  of  hybrid  Syrian  X Great  Spotted  Woodpecker 
Dendrocopos  syriacus  X major , another  a fine  study  of  Rock  Bunting  Emberiza  cia  habitat),  is 
excellently  produced. 

I cannot  imagine  any  serious  Bavarian  birdwatcher  not  buying  this  work  and  its 
complementary  publications.  Many  others,  who  can  afTord  it  and  can  read  German,  will 
also  find  it  more  than  worthwhile.  David  A.  CHRtSTIF. 
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Mike  Everett  and  Robin  Prytherch 

Opinions  expressed  in  this  feature  are  not  necessarily  those  of  ‘British  Birds’ 


End  of  research  on  birds  at  the  BM  The 

British  Museum  has  had  a bird  collection  for 
over  200  years.  For  three-quarters  of  that 
time,  the  Museum  has  employed  a distin- 
guished stall  of  specialists  to  curate  and 
study  the  collection,  advise  Government  on 
matters  relating  to  birds  and  answer  en- 
quiries from  the  public  and  from  scientists 
throughout  the  world.  It  has  also  played  an 
important  role  in  all  other  aspects  of 
national  and  international  ornithological 
affairs. 

Only  15  years  ago,  the  Sub-department  of 
Ornithology  was  moved  from  the  world 
famous  Bird-Room  in  the  main  Natural 
History  Museum  in  South  Kensington,  Lon- 
don, to  a magnificent  new  block  attached  to 
the  late  Lord  Rothschild’s  natural  history 
museum  at  Bring  in  Hertfordshire.  In  the 
early  1980s,  it  still  had  a staff  of  1 1 to  look 
after  the  largest  bird  collection  in  the  world. 
Since  then,  the  Sub-department  has  been 
progressively  run  down,  as  senior  staff  who 
became  due  for  retirement  were  not  re- 
placed, until  the  total  has  fallen  to  only  six. 

It  is  now  said  that,  due  to  financial 
stringency,  the  last  two  staff  with  scientific 
qualifications  may  shortly  be  declared  re- 
dundant and  that  all  research  on  birds  is  to 
cease.  This  will  mean  the  end  of  professional 
research  into  bird  classification  in  Britain,  at 
a time  when  it  is  developing  rapidly 
throughout  the  world.  Since  the  only  re- 
maining senior  member  is  shortly  due  to 
retire,  this  will  leave  only  three  junior  staff 
members,  lacking  any  qualifications  to  earn 
on  the  other  functions  of  the  Sub- 
department. 

A previous  President  of  the  British 
Ornithologists’  Union  first  expressed  con- 
cern at  this  trend  to  the  authorities  two 
years  ago.  As  news  of  these  developments 
spread,  similar  representations  have  recent- 
ly been  made  by  the  American  Ornitholog- 
ists' Union  and  other  learned  organisations, 
with  little  response.  The  situation  was  con- 
sidered by  the  British  Ornithologists’  Union 
at  its  Annual  General  Meeting  in  London  on 
23rd  April  and  the  following  emergency 
resolution  was  passed  unanimously: 

'I'iii  150  years  the  British  Museum  (Natural 


History)  has  carried  out  research  of  international 
importance  based  on  the  largest  ornithological  collec- 
tion in  the  world.  The  British  Ornithologists'  l nion 
deplores  the  decision  to  cease  all  research  activity  on 
birds  and  calls  for  this  policy  to  be  reversed. ' 

We  can  only  echo  these  sentiments,  taken 
from  a BOU  Press  Release.  Authors  of  many 
papers  which  have  appeared  in  British  Birds 
have  owed  much  to  the  ready,  expert  help 
provided  by  the  staff  at  ‘the  BM’.  It  seems 
incredible  that  a renowned  and  respected 
institution  which  enhances  Britain’s  reputa- 
tion in  the  world  should  be  run  down  for  the 
sake  of  relatively  small  sums  of  money  (in 
Budget  terms).  We  hope  that  those  respon- 
sible will  ‘think  again’.  If  you  wish  to  press 
for  this  decision  to  be  reversed,  you  should 
write  to  (1)  Rt  Hon.  Richard  Luce  MP, 
Minister  for  the  Arts,  Office  of  Arts  and 
Libraries,  Horse  Guards  Road,  London  swi 
t \i .;  (2)  l)r  R.  H.  Hedley,  Director,  British 
Museum  (Natural  History),  Cromwell  Road, 
London  s\\  7 :>BD;  and  (3)  Prof.  Sir  Richard 
Harrison,  Chairman  of  the  Trustees,  British 
Museum  (Natural  History),  Cromwell  Road, 
London  s\V7  5BD.  (JTRS) 

Well  done,  Michel  Belatedly,  our  congra- 
tulations go  to  Michel  Terrasse,  who  was 
awarded  the  Order  of  Merit  by  the  French 
government  last  November.  This  was  in 
recognition  of  the  sterling  work  he  and  his 
brother,  Jean-Fran^ois,  have  done  for  con- 
servation in  France  during  the  last  30  years. 
One  of  their  most  lasting  achievements  has 
been  the  creation  of  the  Fonds  d'lnterven- 
tion  pour  les  Rapaces — with  some  4,000 
members,  now  one  of  France’s  largest 
ornithological  organisations.  Michel  also 
played  a leading  role  in  reintroducing  the 
Griffon  Vulture  Gyps  Julvus  to  the  Cevennes: 
the  fact  that  18  pairs  bred  in  the  wild  in  1987 
is  a measure  of  the  success  of  this  imagina- 
tive scheme. 

The  Dam  over  the  River  Kwai  Thailand's 
conservationists  were  as  delighted  as  the 
country’s  many  friends  and  birding  visitors 
here  when  it  was  announced  in  March  that 
plans  to  construct  a huge  dam  in  the  valley 
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of  the  River  Kwai  had  been  halted.  1'he  dam 
would  not  only  have  threatened  a huge  tract 
of  rain-forest  (Thailand  now  has  only  29% 
forest  cover,  compared  with  75%  in  the 
1930s),  but  would  also  have  caused  irrepar- 
able damage  to  the  Yai  Naresaun  reserve, 
with  its  350  bird  species  and  many  rare 
mammals,  including  tigers  Panlhera  tigris ; 
important  7,000-year-old  archaeological 
sites  would  have  gone  too.  The  scheme 
would  also  have  jeopardised  a joint  Thai 
Royal  Forest  Service/Wildfowl  Trust  project 
to  reintroduce  the  White-winged  Wood 
Duck  Cairina  scutulata  to  the  area:  this 
species,  threatened  with  extinction,  has 
recently  been  rediscovered  in  the  region. 

The  Wash  At  long  last,  the  Wash  has  been 
given  the  formal  protection  it  deserves:  on 
30th  March  1988  it  became  the  25th  Special 
Protection  Area  designated  under  European 
Community  Directive  79/409 — which  re- 
quires the  government  to  protect  British 
examples  of  the  most  important  bird  sites — 
and  also  our  34th  ‘Ramsar  site’.  The  Ramsar 
Convention  of  1971,  to  which  the  British 
government  is  a signatory,  requires  it  to 
promote  the  conservation  of  internationally 
important  wetland  sites.  Nobody  should 
need  reminding  of  the  outstanding  import- 
ance of  the  Wash  for  birds:  it  supports  our 
largest  wintering  wildfowl  and  wader  popu- 
lations (over  57,000  and  over  163,000  re- 
spectively), has  internationally  important 
wintering  populations  of  14  species,  at  least 
five  which  are  nationally  important,  and 
supports  nationally  important  breeding 
populations  of  at  least  seven  species.  The 
designations  come  as  a welcome  and  signi- 
ficant step  forward,  but  let  us  not  forget  that 
there  are  still  nearly  200  other  sites  awaiting 
the  same  degree  of  recognition. 

Flow  Country  gets  US  coverage  The 

influential  New  York  Zoological  Society, 
North  America’s  oldest  wildlife  conservation 
organisation,  gave  spectacular  coverage  to 
the  damage  done  to  ‘Britain’s  Serengeti’  (the 
Flow  Country  of  Caithness  and  Sutherland) 
by  tax-avoidance  forestry  in  its  May/June 
1988  issue  of  Animal  Kingdom , which  has  a 
circulation  of  over  150,000.  A total  of  32 
pages  of  this  issue  of  Animal  Kingdom  was 
devoted  to  the  subject,  with  a good  scatter- 
ing of  relevant  high-quality  colour  photo- 
graphs. Any  British  Birds  reader  who  would 
like  to  see  a copy  should  write  (sending 


$5.00  in  US  currency)  to  Animal  Kingdom, 
New  York  Zoological  Park,  Bronx,  New 
York  10460,  USA.' 

More  on  the  Flows  We  have  already  had 
our  say  over  the  disastrous  situation  in  the 
Flow  Country  (see  e.g.  81:  83,  194),  but  we 
make  no  excuses  for  saying  some  more.  By 
March  this  year,  there  was  still  no  light 
being  shed  on  the  Government’s  contradic- 
tory statements  on  how  much  was  still  going 
to  be  planted,  how  the  proposed  71,000  ha 
of  SSSIs  would  be  organised  or  what  wras 
likely  to  happen  to  the  135,000  ha  which 
appeared  to  have  been  left  out  of  all  the 
calculations.  Then  came  the  Budget,  and,  at 
a stroke,  the  removal  of  all  those  tax  reliefs 
which  had  made  large-scale  planting  such 
an  attractive  proposition  in  the  first  place. 
Two  days  later,  it  was  announced  that 
forestry  was  to  become  more  sensitive  to  the 
environment  and  that,  in  the  English  up- 
lands at  least,  approval  should  not  normally 
be  given  for  large-scale  coniferous  afforesta- 
tion. There  would  be  a move  towards  lower 
ground  and  more  broadleaves,  with  higher 
grants  as  incentives.  All  this  seemed  good 
news,  but  then  the  new  grants  were  made 
public:  a welcome  increase  (by  up  to  60%)  in 
grants  for  broadleaf  plantings,  but  (and  here 
came  the  real  kick  in  the  teeth)  also  an 
increase  of  up  to  150%  for  conifers,  and  no 
restrictions  on  planting  in  areas  like  the 
Flows.  You  do  not  have  to  be  a cynic  to  see 
that  one  system  of  unacceptable  public 
funding  seems  to  have  been  replaced  by 
another.  So,  it  seems,  we  are  really  back 
where  we  started. 

Welsh  Ornithological  Society  At  a confer- 
ence in  Aberystwyth  on  26th  March, 
attended  by  over  150  birders,  the  Welsh 
Ornithological  Society  came  into  being. 
Peter  Hope  Jones  is  its  first  Chairman,  and 
Peter  Walters  Davies  the  first  Secretary.  We 
wish  them  well  and  hope  to  hear  more  from 
them  from  time  to  time.  Meanwhile,  if  you 
would  like  to  join,  or  to  find  out  more  about 
the  Society’s  aims  and  activities,  waite  to 
Peter  Walters  Davies  at  Alltgoy,  C-aemelyn, 
Aberystwyth,  Dvfed  SY23  2HA,  or  telephone 
him  on  Aberystwyth  (0970)  615418. 

Fair  Isle  Appeal  Nick  Riddiford,  in  send- 
ing us  the  1987  Fair  Isle  Bird  Observatory  Report 
(£3.15,  including  postage,  from  FIBOT,  21 
Regent  Terrace,  Edinburgh  F.H7  5BT),  has 
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drawTi  our  attention  to  a big  appeal  to  raise 
money  to  ensure  the  future  of  the  Observa- 
tory and  to  enable  the  Trust  to  carry  out 
essential  repair  work  and  improvements. 
This  year  is  Fair  Isle  Bird  Observatory’s 
40th  Anniversary.  Birders  everywhere  recog- 
nise the  very  special  place  Fair  Isle  has  in 
our  ornithological  history,  and  we  feel  that 
they  should  put  their  hands  in  their  pockets 
and  give  as  generously  as  they  can.  So  how 
about  it,  BB  readers?  Some  of  you  could 
send  £1  for  every  lifer  and/or  British  tick 
that  you  have  had  there,  for  a start. 

The  New  Atlas  Tuesday  22nd  March  saw 
the  launch  of  the  New  Atlas  of  Breeding 
Birds  in  Britain  and  Ireland.  At  a reception 
in  London,  Bill  Oddie,  Dr  Jeremy  Green- 
wood, Director  of  the  BTO,  and  Dr  Peter 
Chester,  Director  of  Environment  from  the 
Central  Electricity  Generating  Board,  ably 
presented  reasons  why  all  birdwatchers 
should  participate  in  this  the  most  ambi- 
tious and  exciting  survey  of  breeding  birds 
yet  undertaken  in  the  region.  The  original 
Breeding  Atlas  (Sharrock  1976)  has  become 
the  standard  text  on  the  distribution  of 
breeding  birds  in  Britain  and  Ireland,  being 
quoted  by  conservation  body  and  developer 
alike;  but  20  years  have  elapsed  since  the 
fieldwork  for  that  atlas  started.  In  that 
period,  there  has  been  a massive  upsurge  in 
interest  in  the  environment,  and  also  an 
increase  in  human  pressures  on  breeding 
habitats. 

The  new  atlas,  scheduled  for  publication 
in  1992,  aims  not  only  to  give  us  a more  up- 
to-date  picture  of  the  distribution  of  breed- 
ing birds,  but  also  to  provide  much-needed 
quantitative  data  on  the  numbers  of  birds 
involved.  This  is  important  from  several 
viewpoints:  conservation  organisations  and 
planners  alike  will  be  better  able  to  assess 
potential  developments  in  terms  of  their 
likely  effects  on  breeding  birds,  and  the  atlas 
results  will  be  of  interest  to  scientists  trying 
to  understand  the  causes  of  distribution  and 
abundance;  amateur  birdwatchers,  too,  will 
be  able  to  gain  a real  insight  into  the  ecology 
of  our  birdlife. 

The  BTO  is  running  the  new  atlas  in 
association  with  the  Scottish  Ornithologists’ 
Club  and  the  Irish  Wildbird  Conservancy; 
and  the  CEGB  is  sponsoring  the  survey 
through  WWF-UK. 

It  is  anticipated  that  at  least  10,000 
birdwatchers  will  take  part  in  the  fieldwork 
during  the  1988-90  breeding  seasons,  and  all 
competent  birdwatchers  are  encouraged  to 


join  in.  Whether  you  are  a member  of  the 
Trust  or  not,  your  birdwatching  could  be 
valuable. 

As  Bill  Oddie  stressed,  atlassing  need  not 
be  hard  work  and  is  also  great  fun,  en- 
couraging birdwatchers  to  visit  sites  they 
may  otherwise  ignore;  and  many  interesting 
local  records  have  resulted  from  survey 
work.  Anyone  wishing  to  take  part  (particu- 
larly those  people  who  live  in  less-populated 
areas)  should  contact  the  national  atlas 
organiser,  Dr  David  Gibbons,  BTO,  Beech 
Grove,  1 ring,  Hertfordshire  HP23  5NR.  (MB) 

BTO  Raptor  Research  Register  For  a 

decade  now,  the  British  Trust  for  Ornithol- 
ogy has  been  operating  its  Raptor  Research 
Register.  It  works  in  a simple,  but  effective 
fashion.  Any  observer  actively  engaged  in 
research  involving  any  of  the  diurnal  raptors 
or  owls  is  asked  kindly  to  complete  a project 
card  issued  via  the  I’rust.  The  projects  vary 
widely  in  size  and  scope  from,  for  example, 
the  social  and  feeding  behaviour  of  a pair  of 
Tawny  Owls  Strix  aluco  to  a nationwide 
survey  of  Peregrines  Falco  peregrinus.  Contri- 
butors indicate  the  nature  of  their  research 
by  using  a tick-box  system;  the  subjects 
covered  range  widely  from  population 
density,  spacing,  breeding  performance, 
behaviour,  roosting  and  prey  to  migration, 
moult,  biometrics,  captive  breeding  and 
veterinary  studies. 

'The  cards,  now  totalling  390  (covering  21 
species),  have  proved  extremely  valuable  in 
two  ways:  first  and  foremost,  the  Register 
has  provided  an  important  point  of  contact 
for  students  of  raptors.  Photocopies  are  sent 
upon  request  to  anyone  expressing  an 
interest  in  a particular  species  or  line  of 
research,  thus  promoting  early  contact  and 
the  active  exchange  of  ideas  and  results. 
Second,  the  cards  enable  the  B'FO  to  assess 
current  levels  of  research  into  birds  of  prey 
and  indicate  scope  for  future  avenues  of 
Trust  survey  w’ork.  Foreign  studies  are  not 
actively  encouraged,  though  the  Register 
does  include  cards  from  as  far  afield  as 
Colombia,  Finland,  Kenya  and  Malaysia.  If 
you  are  able  to  complete  a card  for  a new 
project,  or  update  an  existing  one,  please 
write  to  the  Register’s  secretary:  David 
Glue,  Raptor  Research  Register,  British 
Trust  for  Ornithology,  Beech  Grove,  Tring, 
Herts,  HP23  5NR.  (Contributed  by  David 
Glue) 

Sunbirders  in  Eilat  Over  100  participants 
took  part  in  the  first  ‘Sunbirder’  event  at 
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Eilat,  Israel,  during  9th-23rd  March.  Organ- 
ised by  our  ‘Monthly  marathon'  sponsors, 
Sunbird,  the  package  offers  flights,  hotel, 
information  sheets,  site  maps  and  an  even- 
ing get-together  for  a log  call,  as  well  as 
optional  extras  such  as  car  hire  and  with- 
leader  daily  minibus  excursions.  The  com- 
bined total  seen  by  Sunbirder  participants 
on  this  trip  was  202  species,  with  most  of  the 
keener  ones  seeing  over  170.  Perhaps  the 
major  find  in  a trip  full  of  highlights  was 
Peter  Beaumont’s  discovery  of  a new  site  for 
Hume’s  Fawny  Owl  Strix  butleri,  just  outside 
Eilat.  Sunbirder  is  a new  idea  in  birding 
holidays  which,  judging  by  the  unanimous 
acclaim  of  participants  in  the  first  event,  is 
here  to  stay.  Details  are  obtainable  from 
Sunbirder,  Box  76C,  Sandy,  Bedfordshire 
N(.i>»  ll)l;,  tel.  Sandy  (0767)  82969.  ( Contributed 
by  Peter  Grant) 

East  Anglian  winner  The  recent  successful 
BTO  one-day  conference  at  the  University 


of  East  Anglia,  Norwich,  left  Dr  Kevin  Elsby 
the  richer  by  one  bottle  of  champagne:  he 
defeated  16  other  entrants  in  the  BB  mystery 
photographs  competition,  which  was  run  by 
Mick  Wright.  ( Contributed  by  Tim  Davis) 

English  vagrant  makes  the  news  in  Asia 

We  enjoyed  the  report  in  the  28th  March 
1988  issue  of  the  Bangkok  Post:  ‘An  Alpine 
Swift  that  got  his  bearings  wrong  and  wound 
up  1 ,600  kilometres  off-course  in  the  charm- 
ing English  hamlet  of  Birmingham  has  been 
flown  to  Portugal,  where  he  should  have 
been.  A spokesman  for  British  Airways, 
which  flew  it  to  Portugal,  said:  “It  has  to  be 
released  carefully  back  into  the  wild.  It  will 
be  placed  on  the  ground  by  a brick  wall  so  it 
can  climb  up  and  get  its  bearings”.’  This 
recalls  the  report  some  time  ago,  in  a BBC 
news  broadcast,  of  occurrences  in  ‘the  tiny 
Irish  village  of  Bade  Atha  Cliath’  ( = 
Dublin!). 


March  reports 


Keith  Allsopp  and  Ian  Dawson 

These  are  largely  unchecked  reports,  not  authenticated  records. 

Unless  otherwise  stated,  dates  refer  to  March  1988 

With  the  Azores  anticyclone  established  to  the  west , cool  north  to  northwesterly  wind 
persisted  until  1 3th,  bringing  unsettled  wet  conditions.  At  the  pressure  declined,  wanner 
westerlies  followed,  interrupted  on  1 7th  and  18th  by  the  dei'elopment  of  a high-pressure 
ridge  over  Britain  and  Ireland.  As  this  moved  westward,  strong  westerlies  ensued, 
turning  more  northerly  by  26th  as  high  pressure  returned  over  mid  Atlantic. 
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A glimpse  of  the  past 

Two  centuries  ago,  Red  Kites  Milvus  milvus  would  have  been  a common 
sight  in  England;  now  they  are  all  too  rare.  This  month,  however,  they 
were  reported  in  southeast  England  in  greater  numbers  than  for  many 
years.  In  the  preceding  month,  records  away  from  the  Welsh  breeding 
range  had  been  more  frequent  than  usual,  with  six  in  January  and  three  in 
February,  but  in  March,  between  17th  and  30th,  over  40  sightings  were 
noted.  Four  flying  together  near  Holme  (Norfolk)  on  18th  began  the 
parade,  followed  by  11  singles  seen  on  19th,  north  to  Lincolnshire  and 
west  to  Leicestershire;  and  from  then  on  one  to  five  were  reported  daily, 
the  farthest  north  being  on  Fair  Isle  on  26th;  with  many  then  remaining  in 
England.  They  were  probably  of  East  European  origin,  returning  after 
wintering  in  Southwest  Europe,  and  being  deflected  north  across  the 
Channel  by  a strong  southeasterly  airstream  associated  with  a slow- 
moving  front  aligned  northwest-southeast  across  England  and  France  on 
18th. 


Divers  to  herons 

Notable  concentrations  of  Red-throated 
Divers  Gavia  stellata  before  their  flights  north 
were  seen,  with  19  at  Walney  (Cumbria)  on 
5th,  12  at  Gibraltar  Point  (Lincolnshire)  on 
20th,  and  72  in  Aberlady  and  Gullane  Bays 
(Lothian)  on  21st.  A few  single  Black- 
throated  G.  arctica  and  Great  Northern 


Divers  G.  immer  were  still  reported,  but  a 
total  of  three  White-billed  Divers  G.  adamsii 
was  unusual:  one  was  found  at  Filey  Brigg 
(North  Yorkshire)  on  I 1th,  moving  to  Brid- 
lington (Humberside)  on  14th,  another 
stayed  in  Gullane  Bay  from  19th,  and  the 
Whalsay  (Shetland)  individual  could  still  be 
found.  An  exceptional  number  of  Red- 
necked Grebes  Podiceps  grisegena  had  col- 


183.  Osprey  Pandion  haliaetus , off  Co.  Cork,  March  1988  ( Richard  T.  Mills) 
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lectecl  in  Aberlady  and  Gullane  Bays  by 
21st,  when  68  were  counted;  and  also 
notable  were  movements  of  Gannets  Sula 
bassana  ofTSouthwold  (Suffolk)  on  6th,  when 
324  flew  north  in  four  hours,  and  1 13  Shags 
Phalacrocorax  aristotelis  passing  south  at  Spurn 
Point  (Humberside)  during  3th  to  6th.  A 
small  influx  of  White  Storks  Ciconia  datum 
occurred:  one  was  on  the  Camel  Estuary 
(Cornwall)  on  10th,  another  at  Wigan  (Lan- 
cashire) on  28th  and  also  nearby  at  Roch- 
dale (Lancashire)  on  31st,  and  one  on  the 
Isle  of  Wight  on  29lh  and  30th,  followed  by 
a sighting  at  Mattingley  (Hampshire)  on 
31st. 


Wildfowl 

The  wintering  English  goose  flocks  departed 
early  in  the  month,  I 1 Bean  Geese  A riser 
[abatis  calling  at  Holkham  (Norfolk)  on  their 
way  on  1st.  Duck  flocks  also  departed,  taking 
their  adopted  rarities  with  them:  the  Amer- 
ican Wigeon  Arms  americana  at  Wimbleball 
Lake  (Somerset)  stayed  until  20th,  and 
another  spent  four  days  at  Burton  Marsh 
(Cheshire)  from  17th.  Garganeys  .4.  quer- 
quedula  on  passage  were  scarce,  but  Red- 


crested  Pochards  Netta  rufina  were  more 
obvious,  eight  being  reported  in  England 
and  Wales.  Six  Ring-necked  Ducks  Aythya 
collaris  also  stayed  longer,  associated  with 
the  local  flocks  of  Tufted  Ducks  .4.  Juligula. 
Two  regular  King  Eiders  Sornaleria  spectabilis 
remained  on  Loch  Fleet  (Highland)  and  off 
Tayport  (Fife),  and  five  Surf  Scoters  Xlelanit- 
ta  perspicillata  collected  in  I .a rgo  Bay  (Fife) 
on  16th. 


Raptors  to  waders 

Rough-legged  Buzzards  Ruteo  lagopus  were 
seen  on  four  occasions  in  East  Anglia  in 
early  March,  and  one  passed  over  Gibraltar 
Point  on  20th.  An  early  Osprey  Pandion 
haliaetus  was  seen  at  Blithfield  Reservoir 


(Staffordshire)  on  25th,  and  another  was  on 
the  Marathon  Gas-platform  (off  Co.  Cork) 
from  28th  into  April  (plate  183).  1 he  winter 
rains  left  most  waters  overflowing,  with  few 
areas  being  suitable  for  passage  waders. 
Unusual  records  were  of  a Stone-curlew 
Rurhinus  oedicrtemus  at  St  Catherine’s  Point 
(Isle  of  Wight)  and  a Kentish  Plover 
Charadrius  alexandrinus  at  Falmouth  (Corn- 
wall), both  on  27th.  The  high-tide  wader 
roost  at  Gibraltar  Point  included  an  im- 
pressive 2,500  Grey  Plovers  Pluvialis  squatar- 
ola  on  18th,  and  35  Jack  Snipes  I .ymnocryptes 
minimus  were  a notable  concentration  at 
Sandwell  Valley  (West  Midlands)  for  this 
increasingly  scarce  winter  visitor.  The  Spot- 
ted Sandpipers  Aclilis  macularia  at  Plymouth 
(Devon)  and  Seaview  (Isle  of  Wight)  stayed 
put. 

Skuas  to  auks 

Gull  roosts  have  become  increasingly  in- 
teresting over  the  years,  as  identification 
standards  have  improved  along  with  the 
increasing  use  of  telescopes.  Now,  many 
more  Mediterranean  Gulls  Lams  melano- 
cephalus  are  being  found,  this  month’s  total, 
excluding  the  19  concentrated  at  Folkestone 
(Kent),  exceeded  30.  In  contrast,  only  seven 
Ring-billed  Gulls  L.  delawarensis  were  found: 
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184  &r  185.  Alpine  Swift  Apus  melba,  off  Co.  Cork,  March 
1988  {Richard  T.  Mills) 


but  numbers  of  Iceland  /..  glaucoides  and 
Glaucous  Gulls  /..  hyperboreus  were  much 
increased  from  previous  months,  the  former 
totalling  some  40  reports  which  included  1 1 
at  Ullapool  (Highland),  and  the  latter 
reaching  44,  of  which  14  were  also  at 
Ullapool.  The  most-coveted  sight  is  still  a 
glimpse  of  a Ross’s  Gull  Rhodostethia  rosea, 
and  many  birders  visited  first  Mullion 
(Cornwall)  and  then  Plymouth  between  8th 
and  29th  to  achieve  that  ambition;  another 
Ross’s  paid  a short  visit  to  Sunderland 
(Tyne  & Wear)  on  16th.  An  active  weather 
front  orientated  northwest-southeast  across 
the  English  Midlands  remained  stationary 
on  12th  and  13th,  effectively  halting  an 
overland  passage  of  Kittiwakes  Rissa  tridac- 
tyla : 150  were  resting  at  Pitsford  Reservoir 
(Northamptonshire),  98  at  Howden  Reser- 
voir (Derbyshire),  70  on  Lancashire  waters 
and  70  at  Swithland  Reservoir  (Leicester- 
shire). Notable  auk  records  were  of  single 
Black  Guillemots  Urba  aalge  away  from  their 
breeding  areas,  at  Walney  from  1st  to  6th, 
and  at  Filey  Brigg  and  Portland  Harbour 
(Dorset)  on  2nd. 


186.  Iceland  Gull  I, ants  glaucoides,  Mersey- 
side, March  1988  (Steve  Young) 


Swifts  to  passerines 

With  predominantly  adverse  cool  winds, 


spring  migrants  were  scarce;  weather  win- 
dows did  occur,  however,  on  15th,  when 
warm  air  pushed  in  from  the  south,  and  on 
18th  and  19th  when  a prefrontal  jet  from  the 
southeast  crossed  England.  On  16th,  an 
Alpine  Swift  Apus  melba  was  found  grounded 
in  Dudley  (West  Midlands),  and,  after  re- 
cuperating at  the  Sandwell  Valley  RSPB 
Reserve,  was  flown  to  Portugal  on  20th. 
From  17th  to  30th,  a further  13  sightings  of 
this  exciting  species  were  reported,  includ- 
ing one  on  the  Marathon  Gas-platlorm  on 
29th  (plates  184  & 185),  and  with  two 
together  at  both  Broadstairs  (Kent)  from 
24th  to  28th  and  Swanage  (Dorset)  on  30th. 
The  first  Woodlark  Lullula  arborea  to  be  seen 
in  Orkney  for  75  years  was  noted  on  27th, 
and  another  was  at  Sandwich  Bay  (Kent)  on 
29th.  An  early  Sand  Martin  Riparia  riparia 
was  seen  at  Radipole  Lake  (Dorset)  on  8th, 
the  species  becoming  commoner  after  16th. 
Swallows  Hirundo  rustica  began  to  arrive  from 
20th,  and  a Red-rumped  Swallow  //.  daurica 
reached  Alderney  (Channel  Islands)  on 
30th.  Three  migrant  Water  Pipits  Anthus 
spinoletta  were  seen  at  Grafham  Water  (Cam- 
bridgeshire) on  18th,  three  more  at  Strump- 
shaw  Fen  (Norfolk)  on  19th,  and  one  at  Cley 
(Norfolk)  also  on  19th.  A Dipper  Cinclus 
cinclus  of  the  nominate,  black-bellied  race 
was  a weekend  find  at  Chilham  (Kent)  on 
19th  and  20th.  Early  migrant  Nightingales 
Luscinia  megarkynchos  arrived  at  Littlehamp- 
ton  (West  Sussex)  on  21st,  and  at  Fresh- 
water (Isle  of  Wight)  on  27th.  Wheatears 
Oenanthe  oenantke  arrived  in  numbers  only 
after  17th,  reaching  Fair  Isle  on  27th,  where 
a Ring  Ouzel  Turdus  torquatus  had  made  the 
earliest-ever  arrival  for  the  species  by  two 
days  on  16th.  A Cetti’s  Warbler  Cettia  celti 
inspected  Titchwell  (Norfolk)  on  20th; 
Chiffchaffs  Phylloscopus  collybila  were  found 
from  16th,  but  were  not  commonly  reported; 
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187  & 188.  Alpine  Swift  Apus  melba,  Kent,  March  1988  {].  Bessant) 


and  at  Blows  Down  (Bedfordshire)  a Willow 
Warbler  P.  trochilus  made  its  earliest  appear- 
ance for  27  years  on  22nd.  A small  influx  of 
Firecrests  Regulus  ignicapillus  occurred  at  the 
end  of  the  month,  with  four  at  Sandwich  Bay 
on  29th  and  six  singles  in  south  and  east 
England.  A Long-tailed  Tit  Aegithalos  cauda- 
tus  showing  the  white-headed  character  of 
the  nominate,  northern  European  race  was 
seen  briefly  at  Walberswick  (Suffolk)  on 
20th.  Eight  Great  Grey  Shrikes  Lanins  ex- 
cubitor  remained  on  their  winter  territories 
throughout  the  month,  presumably  timing 
their  departure  to  ensure  that  the  main 
passerine  migrants  reached  their  summer 
quarters  to  provide  sufficient  prey  on  arrival. 
Three  Hawfinches  Coccothraustes  coc- 


cothraustes  were  out  of  place  on  Orkney  on 
23rd,  and  also  displaced  was  a Little  Bunt- 
ing Emberiza  pusilla , which  stayed  at  Lashford 
Lane  Reserve  (Oxfordshire)  from  19th  to 
21st. 

Recent  rarities  decisions 

The  following  three  records  have  been 
accepted:  Red-necked  Stint  Calidris  ruficoUis 
at  Blacktoft  (Humberside)  in  July  1986, 
Brown  Shrike  Lanius  cristatus  at  Sumburgh 
(Shetland)  in  September  and  October  1985, 
and  Chestnut-sided  Warbler  Dendroica  pensyl- 
vanica  on  Fetlar  (Shetland)  in  September 
1985.  All  involve  species  new  to  Britain  and 
Ireland  which  have  now  attained  Category'  A 
status.  (Contributed  by  P.  G.  Ixmsdown) 


Monthly  marathon 

April’s  puzzle  photograph  (plate  92)  was 
identified  by  competitors  as: 

Robi  n Erithacus  nibecula  ( 7 0%) 

Red-breasted  Flycatcher Ficedula parva  (9%) 

Red-flanked  Bluetail  Tarsiger  cyantans  (7%) 

Redstart  Phoenicians  Phoenicians  (6%) 

Siberian  Blue  Robin  Luscinia  cyane  (5%) 

Night  ingale  L.  megarhynchos  (2%) 

with  a few  votes  for  Bluethroat  /..  si’ecica.  Black  Redstart  P.  ochruros , Stonechat  Saxicola  torquata 
and  Pied  Flycatcher  F.  hypoleuca. 

It  did  look  very  like  a Robin,  and  we  suspect  that  those  who  named  it 
as  something  else  were  finding  it  impossible  to  believe  that  we  would  set 
such  an  easy  problem.  It  was,  however,  not  a catch;  last  month's  marathon 
bird  was  a Robin,  photographed  by  Anthony  Pioli  in  Derbyshire  in 
November  1986. 

Anthony  McGeehan  was  not  fooled.  His  correct  answer  takes  him  on  to 
a seven-in-a-row  sequence,  equalling  the  magnificent  run  by  Grahame 
Wal bridge  earlier  in  this  second  ‘Monthly  marathon'  competition.  He 
needs  just  another  three  to  give  him  the  ten  successive  correct  answers 
which  will  win  him  the  SUNBIRD  holiday  of  his  choice  in  Africa,  Asia  or 
North  America.  There  are,  however,  29  competitors  with  three  right  so  far. 
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26  with  two  right,  and  even  more  with  just  one,  all  chasing  him  and 
hoping  that  he  will  stumble  over  one  of  the  next  three  photographs.  This 
month’s  puzzle  is  shown  in  plate  189. 


189.  Second  ‘Monthly  marathon’  competition.  Photograph  number  15.  Identify  the  species. 
Read  the  rules  on  Rage  49  in  the  January  1988  issue , then  send  in  your  answer  on  a postcard  to 
Monthly  Marathon,  Fountains,  Park  Lane,  Blunham,  Bedford  MK44  :i\|,  to  arrive  by  1 5th 

August  1988 

Recent  reports 


This  summary  covers  the  period  16th  May-19th  June  1988 


Black-winged  Stilt  Himantopus  himantopus 
Willen  Lake  (Buckinghamshire),  two  from 
8th-16th  June. 

Black-winged  Pratincole  Glareola  nordmanni 
Near  Clevedon  (Avon),  1 2th- 1 5th  June. 
Caspian  Plover  Charadrius  asiaticus  St  Mary’s 
(Scilly),  21st  May. 

Terek  Sandpiper  Xenus  cinereus  Holkham 
(Norfolk),  18th  June. 

Wilson’s  Phalarope  Phalarofrus  tricolor 
Leighton  Moss  (Lancashire),  24th-25th 
May;  Tacumshin  (Co.  Wexford),  11th  June; 
Swords  Estuary  (Co.  Dublin),  1 2th-  13th 
June. 

Caspian  Tern  Sterna  caspia  Christchurch 
Harbour  (Dorset),  1 5th- 1 8th  June;  Dunge- 


ness  (Kent),  17th-18th  June;  Hickling 
(Norfolk),  two  on  18th  June. 

Needle-tailed  Swift  hirundapus  caudacutus 
Hoy  (Orkney),  to  7th  June. 

Yellow'  Wagtail  Motacilla  flava  Male  of  the 
race  feldegg  Brightwell  cum  Sotwell  (Oxford- 
shire), from  13th  June;  later  joined  by  male 
flava. 

Great  Reed  Warbler  Acrocephalus  arundinaceus 
Fair  Isle  (Shetland),  28th  May- 1st  June; 
Cley  (Norfolk),  from  7th  June. 

Spanish  Sparrow  Passer  hispaniolensis  North 
Ronaldsay  (Orkney),  female  trapped  on 
30th  May. 

Pallas’s  Rosefinch  Carpodacus  roseus  North 
Ronaldsay,  from  2nd  June. 


“I  can  only  compliment  the 
manufacturers  on  produclnq 
such  a good,  low-cost  telescope." 
(British  Birds  Vol  79  No  10 
October  1986). 


MERLIN  Series  Short  Tube 
Straight  Through  Spotting 
Scopes  - 50mm /60mm /75mm. 


This  compact,  all  purpose 
spotting  scope  is  ideal  for  field 
use.  Includes  standard  thread 
tripod  mount  and  fully  coated 
optics.  Comes  complete  with 
20  x /25x  /30x  eyepiece  and 
protective  lens  caps.  Inter- 
changeable eye-pieces  available. 

The  Mirador  factory  in  Tokyo 
has  been  producing  fine  optical 
equipment  for  the  world’s  more 
serious  birdwatchers  since  1 951 . 

For  full  information  just  send 
an  s.a.e.  to: 

■ Will  UUV/I 

55  Brewery  Road, 

London  N7  9QU 

(D1 73) 


DIE 

NEUE 

BREHM- 

BCCHEREI 


New  in  the  internationally 
recognised  series  of  monographs: 

Der  Rotmilan 

Milvus  mi  I v us 
by  R.  Ortlieb 

3rd  rev.  edit.,  approx.  160  pp., 

80  ill.,  2 colour  plates 
ISBN  3-7403-0171-6 
NBB532.  17,20  DM  approx. 

Die  llohltauhe 

Columha  oenas 
by  R.  Mockel 
approx  168  pp.,  80  ill. 

ISBN  3-7403-0158-9 
NBB  590.  17,50  DM  approx. 

Die  Ohrenlerehe 

Eremophila  alpestris 
by  R.  Patzold 

144  pp..  84  ill.,  I colour  plate 
ISBN  3-7403-0051-5 
NBB  586.  16.60  DM 

Die  Dohle 

Corvus  monedula 
by  R.  Dwenger 
approx.  176  pp.,  95  ill. 

ISBN  3-7403-0156-2 
NBB  588.  20,00  DM  approx. 

Catalog  sent  on  request 


A.  Ziemsen  Verlag 
Wittenberg  Lutherstadt 

Stocked  by 

Henry  Southeran  Ltd. 

2,  3,  4.  & 5 Sackville  Street 
Piccadilly.  London  W 1 X 2DP 

(D362) 
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★ SLIK  TRIPODS  * HABICHT  * BRESSER  * MIRADOR  * MINOLTA  ★ 
★ VIVITAR  ★ RUSSIAN  ★ 

★ WE  WILL  MATCH  ANY  GENUINE  PRICE  ★ 


Access /Visa /Credit  Charge.  Post  & Packing  please  add  £2.50.  Prices  correct  1.4.88 
■ Prices  subject  to  availability  - Open  Sundays  10am  - 5pm  for  the  summgr___ 


ZEISS  WEST 

Please  phone  for  latest  prices 


8 x 20  B and  Pouch £189. 

10  x 25  B and  Pouch £209. 

8 x 30  B and  K Case £379. 

8 x 30  BGA  CF  & Pouch £379. 

8 x 56  B.G.  AT  & Case £544. 

7 x 42  B.G.  AT  & Case Phone 

10  x 40  BT  & K Case £463. 

1 0 x 40  BGA  CF  & Pouch Phone 


ZEISS  EAST 

Very  good  value  with  Hard  Case 


8 x 30  Jenoptem £.39. 

8 x 30  Deltrintem £.  52. 

10  x 50  Jenoptem £.  65. 

10  x 50  Dekarem £.84. 

8 x 32  Notarem £109. 

10  x 40  Notarem £148. 

8 x 50  Octarem £174. 

12  x 50  Dodecarem £210. 


SWIFT  Supplied  with  Case  & Strap 


Belmont  8 x 40 £.51. 

Belmont  1 0 x 50 £.55. 

Belmont  1 2 x 50 £.62. 

Red  Spot  8 x 32 £.69. 

Red  Spot  8 x 40 £.98. 

Red  Spot  10  x50 £ 99. 

Blue  Spot  9 x 42 £100. 

Blue  Spot  10  x 42 £125. 

Trilyte  Rubber  10  x40 £125. 

Trilyte  10x40 £124. 

Osprey  7.5  x 42 £134. 

Audubon  8.5  x 44 £169. 


ADLERBLICK  are  high  quality  light  weight 
Japanese  Binoculars.  Supplied  with  Case  and 
lifetime  guarantee. 


Adlerbllck  8 x 42 £120. 

Adlerblick  8 x 42  Armour £136. 

Adlerblick  10  x 42 £125. 

Adlerblick  10  x 42  Armour £144. 

Adlerblick  10  x 50 £139. 

Adlerblick  10  x 50  Armour £159. 


TELESCOPES 

KOWA 


TSN1  Body £232. 

TSN2  Rndv f222. 

TSN3  Body  ... 
TSN4  Body.  .. 
20x  Wide 

...£435. 
...£425. 
...£.67. 
...£.  44. 
. . . £.  99. 
...£.  66. 
. . . LI 85. 
...£.165. 

PLEASE 

PHONE 

FOR 

PACKAGE 

PRICES 

25x  and  40x 

Zoom  TSN 

Photo  Adapter. . 
TS601 

TS602 

25x  and  40x . . 

. .€  41. 

20x  Wde £.47. 

Zoom  601 £.  93. 

MIRADOR 

Merlin  18  x 60....'....'.” L 89. 

Merlin  18x-40x  and  60 £124. 

Major  60m  Body  & Fixed £152. 

Major  60m  Body  & Zoom £179. 

Major  50m  Rubber  & Fixed £149. 

Major  50m  Rubber  & Zoom £176. 

BU8HNELL  SPACEMASTER 

Body  and  Zoom PHONE. 

Body  and  Fixed PHONE. 

BAUSH  & LOMB 

Discoverer PHONE. 


68  70  St.  Thomas  Street  ■ SCARBOROUGH  • von  idu  Tel  (072 1)  lb>024 


If  you  see  this  logo 

on  any  advertisement  you  can  be  sure 
that  the  product  is  reliable,  value  for 
money  and  of  top  quality.  It  will  have 
been  carefully  assessed  by  the  editors 
and  readers  of  the  monthly  magazine 
‘British  Birds’  (BB314) 
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COLLECT  BIRDS  ON  STAMPS 


Var  Fagelvarld 

Journal  of  the  Swedish  Ornitholo- 
gical Society 

• 8 issues  a year,  c.  500  pages 

• popular  scientific  papers  and  artic- 
les on  ecology,  conservation,  field 
identification,  breeding  biology, 
migration  etc. 

• around  half  of  the  articles  carry 
English  summaries 

• richly  illustrated  with  drawings 
and  photographs,  both  black  and 
white  and  colour 

Subscription:  SEK  1 20 : — , Swedish 
postgiro  19  94  99-5  or  bankgiro  311- 
1994.  Cheques  payable  to:  Sveriges 
Ornitologiska  Forening.  Box  14219, 
104  40  Stockholm,  Sweden.  We  wel- 
come you  as  a new  VF-reader! 


Birdwatchers 


The  British  Trust  for 
Ornithology  keeps  computerised 
records  of  all  British  species - 
breeding  patterns,  the  movement  of 
migrants,  the  growth  and  decline  of 
populations  and  habitats,  and  the 
effects  of  changing  environments. 

This  information  is  published  and  is 
used  for  Atlases  and  Censuses,  and 
by  Government  and  conservation 
bodies  in  a great  variety  of  ways,  to 
ensure  the  protection  of  Britain’s 
bird  populations. 

But  the  collection  of  this 
information  depends  on  dedicated 
bird-watchers  like  yourself.  Put  your 
bird-watching  to  practical  use  - 
become  a BTO  Member  today! 


The  British  Trust 
for  Ornithology 

Patron:  HRH  The  Duke  of  Edinburgh  KG,  KT 
Beech  Grove,  Tring.  Herts  HP23  SNR 

^To  The  British  Trust  for  Ornithology, 

I Beech  Grove,  Tring,  Herts  HP23  5NR. 
Please  enrol  me  as  a member  of  the  BTO. 

I enclose  my  cheque/PO  for  £ 1 2 made 
payable  to  The  BTO 

. Please  send  further  details  of  the  BTO 

| I enclose  my  donation  £ 

| NAME  (Block  letters  please)  I 

I ADDRESS 

L _ _ _ _ _ _ ______ 

(D338) 
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Why  not  give  us  the  opportunity  to 
impress  you  with  our 

PRICES  & SERVICE 

They  are  the  BEST  - that’s  GUARANTEED 


We  will  attempt  to  encourage  you 
with  our  low  prices,  high  trade-ins 
and  friendly,  knowledgeable  service 

BINOCULARS 
ALPIN  BY  OPTOLYTH 
W.  EUROPE’S  MOST  POPULAR 
COMPACT  AND  LIGHTWEIGHT 
BINOCULARS 

Weight  Field  Price 

10x50BA  22.5oz  309ft.  £221  (inc.  case) 

10x40BGA  19oz  345ft.  £205  (inc.  case) 
8x40BGA  19oz  330ft.  £200  (inc.  case) 
8x30BGA  14oz  420ft.  £1 86<inc.  case) 


TELESCOPES 
OPTOLYTH  TELESCOPES 

FOR  THOSE  WHO  WANT  ONLY  THE  BEST 

Superior  definition/Light-transmission  plus  the  widest 
field  at  high  magnifications 


Weight 

30x75GA  44oz 

22x60GA  35oz 

22x70GA  37oz 

22-60X70GA  47oz 

30x80 
TB  80  Body 
TBS  80  Body 


Field  Price 

120ft.  £318  Case  £35 

183ft.  £210 

— £290  EYEPIECES 

87-54ft.  £353  20xWW  £88 
£353  20x  £56 
£344  30x  £57 
£320  40x  £58 


_ MAIL  ORDER 
£ WELCOMED 

q Part  Exchange 
Available 


London  Camera  Exchange  Group 

10  High  Street  13  Cheap  Street 

Southampton,  Hants.  Bath 
Tel:  (0703)  221597  Avon  BA1  1NB 
Tel:  (0703)  335363  Tel:  (0225)  62234 


British 

Birds 


The 

British  Birds 

Binder 

It’s  so  easy  and  tidy  with  the  British  Birds  Binder  to 
hie  your  copies  away.  Each  binder  is  designed  to 
hold  twelve  issues  and  the  index,  and  is  attractively 
bound  and  blocked  with  the  British  Birds  logo. 

Each  issue  is  held  in  place  by  a removable  metal  rod. 
So,  you  can  use  a binder  to  store  the  current  year’s 
issues  as  they  arrive,  or  to  hold  a complete  volume 
for  your  bookshelves. 

Price  UK  £6.95  including  postage  & packing. 

Why  not  place  your  order  now?  ( BB347) 

Please  use  the  British  BirdShop  order  form. 
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John  Coons  Jan  Erik  Pierson  John  Rowlett 
Rose  Ann  Rowlett  Bret  Whitney 

field  guides 

INCORPORATED 

Excellence  in  birding  tours  worldwide 

ur  Neotropical  Program  of  over  30  tours  reaches 
from  Mexico  to  Tierra  del  Fuego.  Each  tour  emphasizes 
the  endemics,  rarities,  and  behaviorally  interesting  birds 
of  the  world's  richest  birding  areas,  and  our  skilled  and 
personable  guides  are  known  for  their  experience  and 
their  ability  to  show  participants  the  birds.  Join  us  this 
year  as  we  seek  antbirds,  ovenbirds,  cotingas,  hummingbirds, 
tapaculos,  and  hundreds  of  other  birds  on  the  Bird  Continent. 


For  detailed  itineraries  and  our  tour  catalog,  contact: 


field  guides 

INCORPORATED 


P.O.  Box  160723-C 
Austin,  Texas  78746 
U.S.A. 

(512)  327-4953 


(D329) 
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Classified  Advertisements 

All  advertisements  must  be 

PREPAID 

and  sent  to 

British  Birds  Advertising 
Fountains,  Park  Lane,  Blunham, 
Bedford  MK44  3NJ. 

Telephone  0621  815085 

Rates 

(including  15%  VAT) 

£2.10  a line — average  of  6 words 

£8.00  a centimetre — 

min.  2 centimetres 

Box  Number  counts  as  2 words  is 

£1.00  extra  per  insertion 

Replies  should  be  sent  to  the 

above  address 

Series  Discounts 

3 insertions  for  the  price  of  2 
6 insertions  for  the  price  of  4 


Copy  Date 
5th  of  month 
preceding  publication 

Please  post  early 
to  avoid  disappointment. 


British  Birds 

is  most  grateful  to  those 
companies  which  support 
the  magazine  by  their 
sponsorship: 


West  Germany 


Sponsors  of 
the 

Rarities  Committee 


Sponsors  of 
‘ Monthly 
marathon’ 

Christopher  Helm f 

and 

Collins 


Sponsors  of 
‘ Bird 

Photograph 
of  (he  Year’ 


Sponsors  of 
‘ Bird 

Illustrator  of 
the  Year’ 


(ffowti) 

telescopes 


HO  LI  DA  Y A CCOMMODA  TION 
ENGLAND 


Beautiful  Georgian  Hotel 
f mi  ii~>  Excellent  Food  & Accommodation 

Holt,  Norfolk. 
AA(°263)  713390  RAC 


CLEY 
5 miles 
Bargain 
Breaks 
iBB384) 


FARM  COTTAGES  between  Lindisfarne  Re- 
serve and  The  Fames.  Comfortable  and  well 
equipped.  Sorry  no  pets.  Brochure:  Mr  J. 
McNish.  Outchester  Farm,  Belford,  Northum- 
berland. Tel:  066  83  336.  (BB386) 

RYDAL.  Three  cottages,  sleep  4 and  6,  weekly 
lets.  Fisher  Hoggarth,  52  Kirkland,  Kendal.  Tel: 
0539  22592,  office  hours.  (BB460) 

NORTH  YORKSHIRE.  Holiday  cottages  in 
grounds  of  Manor  House  on  village  green. 
Sleeps  2 or  4.  All  modernised,  fully  equipped 
and  self  contained.  Brochure  from  Hopkins, 
Galphay  Manor,  Ripon.  Tel:  Business  hours 
0423  50977 1 other  076583  205.  ( BB148) 

ISLES  OF  SCILLY — Seaview  Moorings,  St. 
Mary’s.  Personal  service  from  resident 
proprietors,  Tony  and  Linda.  Overlooking 
harbour,  close  to  quay  and  town — licensed — in- 
room tea  and  coffee  making  facilities — extensive 
breakfast  menu — pets  welcome.  SAE  for  details 
or  telephone  Tony  or  Linda  Dingley  on  0720 
22327.  ' (BB360) 

ISLES  OF  SCILLY.  Self  catering.  3 to  6.  Linen, 
towels  provided.  Well  furnished  and  equipped. 
Nerina,  Church  Road,  St  Mary’s.  Tel:  0720 
22479.  (BB546) 

WELLS,  NORFOLK  B&B.  (Tourist  Board 
recommended.)  H.&C.,  Tea  and  Coffee  facilities 
and  TVs  in  all  rooms.  Sylvia  Strong,  The 
Cobblers  (0328)  710155.  ' (BB552) 

ISLES  OF  SCILLY.  Santa  Maria.  Sally  Port,  St 
Mary’s.  A licensed  guest  house  ideally  situated 
100  yards  from  the  monitoring  and  information 
centre  for  birdwatchers  at  Porthcressa.  Home 
cooking  and  a warm  welcome  awaits  you  from 
Roger  and  Pamela  Savage.  Small  flatlet  for 
couple  also  available.  Tel:  0720  22687.  ( BB560) 

SEAFRONT  FLAT  sleeps  1,  no  pets.  SAE,  Flat 
IBB,  The  Cottage,  Bonchurch  Shore,  lo\V  P()38 
1 RN.  Tel:  0983  852434 . ( BB56 1 ) 

NORFOLK,  CLEY-NEXT-SEA  1 MILE.  Flint 
stones  Guest  House,  Wiveton  Holt.  Full  C/H, 
H&C,  tea/colfee  making  facs.  Col  TV  all  rooms. 
Evening  meal  optional.  Open  nearly  all  year. 
Please  ring  for  brochure.  Sorry  No  Smoking.  Tel: 
026.3  740.337.  (RB596) 

BLAKENEY  — we  oiler  comfort,  warmth,  bed 
and  breakfast,  own  bathroom  and  sitting  room. 
Tel:  Cley  740876.  (BB593) 
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•DAWLISH  • TEIGNMOUTH  • DARTMOOR 


IkwlisiTWarmi^J 

Nature  Reserve 


SHORTi 
BREAKS 

Bird  Watching  Weekend 

September  23-25  A chance  for  a weekend  of  guided  bird  study  at  the  extensive  Nature 
Reserve  featured  on  BBC  Television's  Bird  Watch  plus  the  River  Exe  Estuary.  Residential 
accommodation  at  the  Egon  Ronay  recommended  Venn  Farm  Country  blouse  Hotel 
from  Friday-Sunday  inclusive.  Cost  £75. (M)  per  person. 

Details  available  from:  Teignbridge  District  Council,  Recreation  and  Tourism  Depart- 
ment, Forde  House,  Newton  Abbot  TQ12  4XX  or  telephone  Mrs  Dunn  on  Newton 

Abbot  (0626)  61101.  (1)339) 


ISLES  OK  SCILLY.  Illiswilgig  Guest  House. 
For  a quiet  carefree  holiday.  Ideal  for  birdwatch- 
ing. Situated  in  the  centre  of  St  Mary’s  country- 
side. Rarities  seen  within  50  metres  of  the  house 
include  Swainson’s  and  Eye  browed  Thrush, 
Cliff  Swallow  and  Rose-Breasted  Grosbeak.  No 
smoking  or  children.  John  Hicks,  Illiswilgig 
Guest  House,  Longstone,  St  Mary’s,  Isles  of 
Scilly.  Tel:  0720  22498.  (RB577) 

‘ORCHARD  HOUSE’,  Thornham,  Norfolk, 
B/B  and  S/C.  048  526  259.  (BB41 7) 

1 5TH  C.  COACHING  INN  midway  Ross/ 
Hereford  amidst  gentle  wooded  hills,  two  fields 
from  Riser  Wye.  A comfortable  and  informal 
place  wtih  proper  emphasis  on  real  food,  real 
ales  and  civilised  prices.  Log  fires.  C.H.  15 
bedrooms  inc.  four  poster,  all  en-suite,  tea / 
coffee,  colour  T.V.,  Radio,  Hair  Dryers,  Trouser 
Presses  etc,  Egon  Ronay,  Relais  Routier,  F..T.B. 
Three  Crowns,  A. A.  and  R.A.C.  2 Stars.  Charm- 
ing self  catering  cottages  also  available.  Apply 
the  Green  Man  Inn,  Fownhope,  Hereford  HR1 
fPE.Tel:  (0432  77)  243.  (BB470) 

COUNTRY  COTTAGES  between  Alnwick  & 
Belford  sleep  up  to  6.  Fully  equipped,  self- 
catering, available  throughout  the  year.  Well 
placed  for  Holy  Island  & Fame  Islands,  Cheviot 
Hills  and  many  places  of  natural  beauty.  S.A.E.: 
Lady  Gadsden,  606  Gilbert  House,  Barbican, 
London  EC2Y  8BD.  Tel:  01-6389968.  (BB303) 

NORFOLK.  Holiday  Chalets,  quiet  country 
site,  Burgh  Castle,  near  Broads,  coast,  bird- 
watching. Sleep  2/4/6.  TV',  Shop,  from  £45  p.w. 
378B  Dereham  Road,  Norwich  (Tel: 
623368).  (BB466) 


CLEY.  3 Quality  cottages  (sleep  1.  6 and  6+2). 
Quiet.  Comfortable.  Excellent  value.  Brochure: 
(0353)  740770.  (BB502) 

NORTH  NORFOLK,  BINHAM.  Comfortable 
cottage,  garage,  garden,  sleeps  4.  Pets  welcome. 

( )pen  all  year.  Tel:  032875  539.  (BB354) 

MINSMERE  12  miles.  BB  or  BB&E 
meals.  Excellent  farmhouse  cooking  with 
friendly  atmosphere.  Daily  or  weekly  rates. 
Tel:  Ubbeston  (098683)  235  for  reserva- 
tions. (BB522) 

EXMOOR  for  country  and  animal  lovers.  Farm- 
house accommodation,  bed  and  breakfast  and 
evening  meal,  or  self-catering  cottage.  Details 
from:  French,  Brendon  Barton,  Lynton,  Devon. 
Tel:  059  87  201.  (BB581) 

SCILLY  ISLES.  Holiday  flat.  Details  0720 
22935.  (BB532) 

ISLES  OF  SCILLY,  Nlincarlo  Guest  House,  St. 
Mary’s.  Superbly  situated  in  own  grounds  over- 
looking the  harbour.  Write  to:  Colin  Duncan  or 
Tel:  0720  22513.  (BB503) 

FARM  COTTAGES  between  Holy  Island.  The 
Fames  and  Cheviots.  Comfortable,  well  equip- 
ped. Mrs  Nixon,  Swinhoe,  Belford,  Northumber- 
land. Tel:  066  83  370.  (BB285' 

HOLY  ISLAND.  2-bed  house,  sleeps  4/6.  C.H. 
well-equipped.  Tel:  06614  2345.  (BB330) 

NR.  NTH  NFK  RESERVES  Licensed  Guest 
House  ran  by  birders  for  birders.  Jean  & Tony 
Rellars,  Haydn  House,  Avenue  Road,  Hunstan- 
ton. Tel:  331 15.  (BB272) 

PEMBROKESHIRE,  Broad  Haven.  Modern 
chalet,  sleeps  6,  TV'  and  Microwave.  Hildick- 
Smith,  Redmarley  Orchards,  Great  Witley, 
Worcester. Tel:  Great  Witley  896308.  (BB447) 


WELLS-NEXT-THE-SEA,  Norfolk.  Two  com- 
fortable cottages,  sleep  4 and  6.  Tel:  0328 
711126.  (BB598) 
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CHARLTON  HOUSE  HOTEL,  Dawlish.  AA/ 
RAC  two  star.  Excellent  food.  Exe  Estuary  and 
Dawlish  W arren.  Dawlish  863260.  (BB542) 

ECONOMICAL  self-catering  natural  history 
weekends  in  a superb  nature  reserve — red 
squirrels,  terns,  nightjars  etc.  Sae:  Ihe  Warden, 
The  Villa,  Brownsea  Island,  Poole, 
Dorset.  (BB543) 

ISLES  OF  SCILLY.  finest  house,  en  suite 
rooms,  tea/coffee  facilities,  licensed.  Close  to 
harbour,  nature  trail.  Good  food,  friendly  atmos- 
phere. The  Bvlet,  Church  Road,  St  Mary’s,  lei: 
072022479.  (BB545) 

EXMOOR.  Peaceful  s/catering  c/heated  holiday 
homes  in  National  Trust  Village.  Marshes, 
woods  and  moorland — rich  in  birdlife.  Reduced 
spring/autumn  terms.  Open  all  year.  Stamp  to 
Sheila  Wright,  Pack  Horse,  Allerford,  nr  Mine- 
head.  Tel:  0643  862475.  (BB535) 

ISLES  OE  SCILLY,  Ihe  Wheelhouse,  St. 
Marys.  Licensed  Guest  House.  Open  all 
year  round,  good  food  and  comfortable 
surroundings  next  to  the  log  count  venue. 
Tel:  0720  22719.  (BB536) 

OLD  HUNSTANTON,  NORFOLK.  Overlook- 
ing the  Wash.  Fully  equipped  holiday  cottages, 
col  TV,  gas  CH.  Close  beach,  available  all  year. 
Mrs  Lindsay,  4 Marks  Road,  Warlingham,  Sur- 
rey CR3  9SH.  Tel:  Upper  Warlingham  (088-32) 
201.3.  ' (BB302) 

EXCELLENT  SHORTBRF.AKS.  For  3 nights 
db&b  in  a double  or  twin  room  with  private 
bathroom,  radio,  T.V.,  tea/coffee  making  facili- 
ties in  a delightful  Country  House  Hotel.  Magni- 
ficent views  of  Skiddaw  and  Derwent  Valley. 
Very  close  Bassenthwaite  Lake.  £79.50  per  per- 
son. (7  nights  £165.)  Please  write  or  phone  for 
brochure.  Thwaite  Howe  Hotel,  Thornthwaite, 
Keswick,  Cumbria.  Tel:  059-682  28 1 . (BB449) 

COMFORTABLE  FLAT  in  beautiful  Lyth  Val- 
ley, sleeps  4,  Windermere  6 miles,  children 
welcome.  Also  one  caravan.  Bell,  Fellside  Farm, 
Crosthwaite,  Kendal.  Tel:  Crosthwaite  312. 

(BB442) 

SOMERSET.  18th  century  Honeycombe  Cot- 
tage, Bagley,  South  Isle  of  Wedmore.  Superb 
views  Somerset  levels.  Fine  English  cooking,  log 
fire,  CH.  Fn  suite  rooms.  Excellent  birdwatch- 
ing. Phone  0934  712953.  Details  and 

brochure.  (BB562) 

UNPARALLELED  LOCATION  N/Norfolk 
coast,  2 chalets,  2 flats,  CH.  available  all  year. 
Sea  views,  adj.  Nat.  Trust  woodland.  Riding, 
Golf,  R/station.  Brochure:  Monksmead  Country 
House,  West  Runton,  Cromer,  Norfolk  NR27 
9LU.Tel:  West  Runton  (026375)  265.  (BB563) 


CLEY.  Attractive  house  in  village,  four  bed- 
rooms, large  garden,  garage,  c.h.  Available  all 
year.  Details  from  Mrs  E.  Album,  47  I.yndale 
Avenue,  London  NW2.  Tel:  01-431  2942. 

(BB348) 

SCOTLAND 

ISLE  OF  ISLAY,  Lochside  Hotel.  Situated  on 
the  edge  of  Loch  Indaal.  Birdwatching  all  the 
year  round.  Superb  2 star  accommodation  with 
full  central  heating.  All  rooms  have  private 
bathroom  or  shower  with  wash  hand  basin, 
colour  TV,  radio,  telephone  & tea/coffee  making 
facilities.  Fully  licensed.  Brochure  & tariff  from 
proprietor  Mrs  Eileen  McNab.  Lochside  Hotel, 
Bowmore,  Isle  of  Islay,  Argyll  PA43  7LB.  I el: 
Bowmore  (049-681 ) 244/265.  (BB599) 

ARGYLL  COAST.  Simple  traditional  cottages 
on  quiet  estate.  Nature  Conservancy  SSSI. 
Unspoiled  scenery.  Otters,  wildcats,  much  bird- 
life.  Use  of  dinghy.  Sorry  no  dogs.  SAF:  Mrs 
Maclean,  Ardpatrick,  I'arbert,  Argyll.  Tel: 
(08802)608.  (BB517) 

NORTH  WEST  HIGHLANDS,  Dundonnell 
Hotel,  A A/RAC  3 star  and  4 crowns  commended 
by  Scottish  Tourist  Board,  just  south  of  Ulla- 
pool, ideal  location  for  hill  walkers,  birdwatchers 
and  those  who  enjoy  the  open  spaces.  Private 
bathrooms,  col  TV,  full  c.h.  Two  fully  serviced 
luxury  flats  now  available.  Each  sleeps  4 per- 
sons. Send  for  col  brochure/tariff  giving  details 
of  holiday  offers  on  selected  dates,  to  Selbie 
Florence,  Dundonnell  Hotel,  by  Garve,  Ross- 
shire.  Tel:  085  483  234.  (BB492) 

FORSINARD  HOTEL,  SUTHERLAND.  Ex- 
cellent accommodation  with  superb  home  cook- 
ing. Warm,  friendly  atmosphere.  In  the  heart  of 
the  ‘Flow  Country’.  For  brochure  telephone 
Halladale  221.  (BB446) 

ARGYLL,  SEIL  ISLAND.  250  year  old  home 
on  waters  edge  overlooking  Cuan  Sound  and 
Mull.  B&B  base  for  interesting  birdwatching, 
touring,  walking,  sleeping,  all  year.  Tim,  Melva 
Goodwin  (M.B.O.U.)  Cuan  Ferry,  Seil,  by  Oban, 
Argyll  PA344RB.  0852.3  258.  (BB479) 

YELL,  SHETLAND.  A self-catering  cottage. 
0957  2216.  (BB445) 

ISLE  OF  GIGHA,  Argyllshire.  For  a holiday 
surrounded  by  natural  beauty,  sandy  beaches, 
exotic  gardens,  birds,  wild  flowers,  good  food 
and  comfortable  accommodation.  Please  contact 
Mrs  McSporran,  Post  Office  House.  058-35 
251.  (BB 475) 

CAIRNGORMS— NETHYBRIDGE,  choice  of 
unique  converted  smithy  or  hay  loft/cottages 
close  to  Loch  Garten  Osprey.  STB  Four  Crown 
“Commended”.  Sleeping  2-9.  £80-£3l5  p.w.  Mrs 
C.  Patrick,  Chapelton  Place,  Forres.  Tel:  0309 
72505.  (BB595) 
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THE  HOTEL,  Isle  of  Colonsay,  Argyll  PA61 
7YP.  Demi-pension  (Private  bath)  from  £30.00. 
Details,  brochures,  map  (bird  list  on  request). 
Tel:  09512  3 16.  (RB582) 


WALES 

TREGARON.  Cambrian  Coffee  Shoppe.  Home 
cooking.  B&B,  £8.  Em,  £4.50.  Tel:  Mrs  Knight, 
097  44637.  (BB579) 

17th  CENTURY  CHARACTER  COTTAGES 

in  picturesque  setting,  fantastic  views.  Sleeps  2- 
12.  Self-catering.  2 miles  Symonds  Yat  with 
peregrines,  buzzards.  Open  lires  & central 
heating.  A.\  recommended.  H.  Smith.  Old  Kilns. 
Howie  Hill,  Ross-on-Wye.  l ei:  0989  62051. 

(BB478) 

ABERGYNOI.WYN  — bird  watchers/walkers 
paradise.  Peaceful,  scenic  area  of  Mid  Wales. 
Homely  accommodation.  G/H,  H&C,  dogs 
welcome.  B&B  £7/E8,  EM  £3.50.  Details  sae, 
Riverside  Guest  House,  Abergynolwyn,  Tywyn, 
( iwynedd.  Tel:  0654  77235.  (BB600) 

ANGLESEY.  Superb  beachside  hotel  with  mag- 
nificent views.  Ideal  centre  for  bird  watchers  and 
botanists  in  area  noted  for  its  lakes,  reserves  and 
coastline  of  outstanding  beauty.  Come  to  ‘High- 
ground’  AA/RAC  listed,  licensed,  for  warm 
welcome,  excellent  food  and  accommodation. 
Brochure:  Mrs  Karen  Hayter,  Highground, 
Ravenspoint  Road,  Trearddur  Bay,  Gwynedd 
LL652YY.  Tel:  0407  860078.  (BB587) 

ANGLESEY.  Excellent  Sea  watching.  Waders, 
Wildfowl  and  Breeders.  Comfortable,  residen- 
tial centre,  wholesome  food,  ideal  for  Club  or 
Group  field  trips.  Local  information  and  advice. 
Ian  Wright,  Outdoor  Alternative,  Rhoscolyn, 
Holyhead  1 .1 .65  2NQ.  T el:  0407  860469.  (BB573) 


IRELAND 

ASHFORD,  CO.  WICKLOW.  24  miles  south  of 
Dublin.  Mod.  self-catering  bungalow,  C/H, 
sleeps  8.  Surrounded  by  scenic  farmland  with 
oak  woods  nearby.  Close  to  Wicklow  mtns  for 
Peregrine,  Ring  Ouzel,  Dipper  and  coastal  mar- 
shes for  passage  and  wintering  birds.  Locally 
breeding  Little  Terns  and  Black  Guillemots. 
One  hour  drive  to  Wexford  Slobs — 8,000  + 
wintering  White-fronted  Geese  and  breeding 
Roseate  Terns.  Family  associated  with  Irish 
Wildbird  Conservancy.  Phone  Dublin  0001- 
852469  after  6 p.m.  (BB585) 

IRISH  COTTAGE.  Magnificent  situation  on 
Dingle  peninsula,  Kerry.  Sea  and  mountain 
birds,  unspoilt  beaches,  countryside  full  of 
flowers,  quietness.  Mod  cons,  sleeps  4.  £70-£l  10 
weekly  plus  electricity.  Gerrards  Cross  (0753) 
883082.  (BB590) 


OVERSEAS 

HEART  OF  THE  CAMARGUE  S.  F ranee. 
Well  equipped  farm  cottage  and  village  house. 
Rogers,  Mas  d’Auphan,  Le  Sambuc,  13200 
Arles.  Tel:  (01033)  90989041  or  0327 

842770.  (BB464) 

MAJORCA,  NORTH.  Familiar  Hotel  Half- 
board. Special  car  hire  rates  in  low  season.  Tel: 
531998‘Oriola’  PoHensa.  (BB454) 

SOUTH  WEST  BRITISH  COLUMBIA, 

Canada.  Bed  and  breakfast,  field  trips.  200  + 
local  species.  BC  total  400+ . W rite  for  brochure, 
checklist:  I).  Solecki,  3672  West  1st  Avenue, 
Vancouver,  BC  V6R 1 H2  Canada.  (BB516) 


TOURS 


RAPTORS.  Raptor  watching  tours  and  work- 
shops. 1988-1989  schedule  includes:  Trinidad, 
Cape  May,  Israel,  S.  Texas,  Senegal,  Mexico, 
Panama,  Tikal,  Ecuador  and  S.  Arizona.  Tours 
led  by  Bill  Clark,  author  of  new  NA  raptor  guide. 
Write  for  brochure  and  schedule  to  Raptours, 
PO  Box  8008,  Silver  Spring,  Ml)  20907  USA. 

(BB520) 


WILDLIFE  HOLIDAYS 


CYGNUS  WILDLIFE  HOLIDAYS 
escorted  birdwatching  holidays 
throughout  the  world 


1988  Tours 


ARIZONA 

18  Jul-l  Aug 

0173 

kf.nya 

17  Sep-3  Oct 

0590 

BHUTAN 

14  Ort-3  Nor 

£2390 

F.Cl'ADOR  4 GAIAPAGOS 

8 Oct-13  Sr 

£2390 

FALKLAND  ISLANDS 

24  Nov-8  Dec 

£2450 

GAMBIA 

16-30  Nm 

£950 

ETHIOPIA 

i8  Not -4  Dec 

£1250 

For  further  details  contact:  96  Fore  Street 
Kingsbridge,  S.  Devon  TQ7  1 PA 
Telephone:  0548  6178  Telex:  45772  5. 


WEST  OF  IRELAND.  Wildlife  holidays,  natural 
history  courses,  field  studies  facilities  for  individuals 
and  small  groups.  Good  food  and  comfortable 
accommodation  overlixiking  Connemara  mountains 
and  Tough  Corrib.  Guided  tours  to  Connemara,  the 
Burren  and  the  ClifTs  of  Moher.  Contact  Dr  Tony 
Whilde,  C.orrib  Conservation  Centre.  Ardnasillagh. 
Oughterard,  Co.  Galway.  ( BB426) 


BIRDW  ATCHING/WILDLIFE.  Tented  Kenya 
Safaris.  16  December  to  Masai  Mara,  Samburu. 
Lakes  N’akuru,  Naivasha  and  Baringo.  30 
December  to  Amboseli,  Tsavo  Blast  and  West, 
the  Indian  Ocean  and  Lake  Jipe.  2 weeks.  All 
incl.  £1,125.  Adventure  Africa,  The  Square. 
Ramsburv . Wiltshire.  Tel:  0672  20569.  ( BB.35 1) 
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BIRD  HA  TCHING  HO  LI  DA  YS 


PAPA  WESTRAY,  ORKNEY 

An  island  with  superb  birdlife, 

rare  plants,  seals  and  y 

archaeology.  Europe’s 
largest  tern  colony.  tid  + 


For  information  on  travel/ accommodation: 

B.B.,  Papay  Community  Co-operative  Ltd, 
Beltane  House,  Papa  Westray,  Orkney. 
Telephone  08574  267  or  238  (BB255) 


SKOKHOLME/SKOMER  ISLANDS,  PEM- 
BROKESHIRE. Thousands  of  seabirds,  carpets 
of  flowers.  Some  courses.  S.a.e.  Dept  BB, 
WWNTC,  7 Market  Street,  Haverfordwest, 
I)yfed  SA6  11NF.  Tel:  Haverfordwest  (0437) 
5462.  (BB114) 


BIRDWATCHING  IN  SOUTHWEST 
ANDALUCIA 

One  week  with  accommodation.  336  bird 
species  possible,  200 — guaranteed  during 
the  winter  and  breeding  seasons,  including 
Imperial  Eagle,  Crested  Coot,  Purple  Galli- 
nule,  Marbled  Teal,  White-headed  Duck, 
etc.  Best  birdwatching  places  around  includ- 
ing Dofiana.  Boats  available  to  observe 
seabirds.  For  free  brochure  and  bird  list, 
contact:  GUIAS  DE  DONANA  S.A., 
Reinolds,  45, G,  21760  Matalascahas,  (Huel- 
va) Spain.  Phone  number  (955) 
430501.  (BB518) 


LAKE  ICHKEUL,  ATLAS 
MOUNTAINS  AND  THE 
SAHARA 

November  5th-1 2th, 
12th>19th,  1 9th-26th 

3 separate  repeats  of  last  year's  highly  successful 
Bird  Watch  Tour  - £360  inc  flight,  full  board,  in  good 
hotels.  1 ,000  mile  touring  in  air  cond  coach.  British 
and  local  guides  - and  our  unrivalled  knowledge  of 
the  localities.  Write  for  details  and  last  year's  Bird 
List:  Naturewatch  Tours,  Scotsmeadow,  Little 
Horwood,  Milton  Keynes  MK17  0PD  Tel:  (029671) 
3355.  (BB586) 


CLIFFTOP  TOURS  & BIRD  BONANZAS  of 

Florida.  Our  programme  for  1988/89  includes 
Europe:  Austria,  France,  Sweden.  N.  America: 
California,  Florida,  Texas.  S.  America:  Argen- 
tine, Brazil.  Pacific  Region:  Australia,  Borneo/ 
Hong  Kong,  New  Zealand.  Winter  Short  Breaks: 
Florida  (3  full  days  birding!),  France,  Holland. 
Prices  from  £229.  Clifftop  Tours,  2 Majestic 
Parade,  Folkestone  CT20  2BZ.  Tel:  0.303  851177 
or  (+33)21329364.  (BB594) 


Thinking  of  AUSTRALIA 

Then  contact  the  people  with  experience. 
Guided  trips  for  individuals  or  groups.  We 
go  where  you  want  to  go  - itineraries 
compiled  to  suit  your  needs.  Pelagics  a 
speciality. 

Enquiries  to: 

DIOMEDEA  Pty  Ltd 
c/o  P.O.  Box  190,  Cremorne  Junction, 
NSW  2090,  Australia  .RR„C 


CALF  OF  MAN  BIRD  OBSERVATORY. 

Hostel  type  accommodation  from  April  to  Octo- 
ber. Details  from  the  Secretary.  The  Manx 
Museum,  Douglas,  Isle  of  Man.  (Tel:  0624 
75522).  (BB484) 


The  great  new  idea  in  birdwatching  holidays" 

EILAT  Nov  1988  £297 

Join  daily  minibus  excursions  with  Peter  Grant  & 
Killian  Mullamey,  or  do  your  own  thing  with  low-cost 
car  hire.  Evening  get-together  and  log.  Discount  for 
club  groups.  Details  from: 

SUNBIRDER,  BOX  76C,  Sandy,  Beds  SGI  9 
IDF  Telephone:  0767  82969  (24  hrs.)  ,BB507) 


Algarve  Birdwatch  Limited 

Autumn  migration/winter  visitors.  Guided  5 
day  tours.  Sept. /Nov.  Inclusive.  Castro 
Marim;  Faro  Salinas;  Quinta  da  Rocha 
Estuary;  Cape  St.  Vincent;  Alentejo.  Pelagic 
trips  Sept. /Oct. 

Telephone:  0602  602587  for  details.  (BB541) 


BIRD  WATCH  and  Bird  Song  holidays  in  the 
heart  of  the  Scottish  Highlands.  Based  in  Kin- 
gussie (5  mins  Insh  Marshes).  6 full  days  of  field 
trips  led  by  expert  guide  to  all  important  and 
new  habitats.  Holidays  in  July  and  August  £180 
inclusive.  Write  for  brochure  to  Sonnhalde, 
Merlin  Wildlife,  East  Terr,  Kingussie,  Highland 
PH21  1JS.  Tel:  05402  266.  (BB588) 


PERSONAL 


BIRDING  TORONTO  AREA?  For  info,  maps, 
checklists,  etc.,  write  Dunnock  Enterprises,  2409 
Speyside  Drive,  Miss.,  Ontario,  Canada  L5K 
1X5.  (BB570) 


BIRD  REPORTS 


CUMBRIA  BIRD  REPORT  1987.  £2.70  inc 
p&p  from  M.  Hutcheson,  Garden  Cottage, 
Sizergh  Castle,  Kendal,  Cumbria  LA8  8AE. 
Back  numbers  available  on  request.  (BB589) 

ORKNEY  BIRD  REPORT  1987  available  from 
Vishabreck,  Evie,  Orkney  £2.25  including  p&p. 

(BB584) 
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BOOKS 


HENRY  SOTHERAN  LTD,  ICBP,  RSPB 

/ Atndon  ’s  leading  ornithological  book  stockists 

IN  STOCK— 

Gooders:  Where  to  Watch  Birds  in  Britain  and 
Europe.  PB  £9.95.  Paterson:  Birdwatching  in  South- 
ern Spain  PB.  £6.95;  Mackenzie:  Birds  of  The 
World:  Birds  of  Prey.  £12.95;  Kemp  & ('.alburn:  The 
Owls  of  Southern  Africa  £37.50;  Bolting:  Wild 
Britain,  PB.  £9.95. 

Birds  of  Africa,  Vol.  Ill  £71.50. 

ICBP,  BIO,  BOG  Publications  and  a 
surprising  range  of  smaller  books  tk  reports.  S-T 
Superb  sun  k available  for  browsing.  in 

cc 

2,  3,  4 & Sackville  St,  London  W1X  2DP.  “ 

01-734  1 150.  Just  off  Piccadilly.  Mon-Fri  9.00-5.30. 


SANDERLING  BOOKS 

Orders  now  being  taken  for: 

Birds  of  the  Western  Palearctic  Vol.  V 
Birds  of  Africa  Vol.  Ill 
Birds  of  the  Middle  East  Sc  North  Africa 

and  other  forthcoming  publications 
Orders  and  enquiries  to: 

60  Whitelow  Kd,  Ghorlton-cum-l lardy. 
Manchester  M2I  1 1 IK.  Tel:  061-860  7595  (24  hr) 
'Restensgeo',  The  Street.  Sporle.  Swaftham, 
Norfolk  PF..32  2DR.  l ei:  0760  22219 

Free  catalogue  available  on  request  ( BB55 1 ) 


SCOTTISH  ORNITHOLOGISTS’  GLI  B 
THE  BIRD  BOOKSHOP 
1,000  titles  in  stock  * Credit  Cards  welcome 
Free  comprehensive  catalogue  from: 
The  Bird  Bookshop 

21  Regent  Terrace,  Edinburgh  EH7  5BT 
Tel:  031-556  6042  (anytime)  (BB555) 


ORNITHOLOGICAL  GUIDES  in  the  l et’s 
look  at  . . .’  series,  Majorca  S\V  Spain,  The 
Camargue,  Montenegro,  Ethiopia,  Eastern  Au- 
stria, South  Morocco,  North  East  Greece.  Van- 
couver and  The  Rockies,  Sri  Lanka,  Lapland  and 
Arctic  Norway,  The  Gambia,  North  West  Tur- 
key and  N.  India.  £2.80  per  copy.  Ornitholidays, 
1-3  Victoria  Drive,  Bognor  Regis,  Sussex  P()2I 
2PW.  (BB493) 

RARE  AND  SECONDHAND  books  on  birds, 
natural  history,  gardening  and  field  sports 
bought  and  sold.  Peter  Blest,  Wateringbury, 
Maidstone,  Kent.  Tel:  0622  812940.  (BB  198) 

‘BIRD  BOOKS’,  (iood  secondhand  books 
bought  and  sold.  Free  catalogue  from,  and  offers 
to  Brian!  Books,  94  Quarry  Lane,  Kelsall, 
Tarporley,  Cheshire  CW6  0NJ.  Tel:  0829  51804. 

( BB528) 


FOR  SALE 


BIRD  JOURNAL  BACKNUMBERS  SUP- 
PLIED. (BB.  Bird  Study,  County  Reports,  etc.), 
David  Morgan,  Whitmore,  Umberleigh,  Devon. 

(BB537) 

PARABOLIC  REFLECTOR  specially  de- 
signed for  recording  birdsong.  Hand  or  tripod 
mounting.  £30  inol  p&p.  SAL  details,  Richard 
Margoschis,  80  Mancetter  Road,  Atherstone 
CV9INH.  (BB592) 

BWP  No.  1-4.  £175  plus  post.  Phone:  Frank, 
0723360243.  (BB59I) 

BIRD  STUDY,  1960-87  (60  to  63  bound). 
Offers. Tel:  0263  78315.  (BB574) 


The  original 

BIRDWATCHER’S 

LOGBOOK 


The  most  concise  way  to  record  your 
observations.  Monthly,  annual  and  life 
columns  for  762  species,  plus  1 59 
diary  pages.  Send  £5.50  to: 

Coxton  Publications, 

9 St.  Mary's  Road,  Mortimer,  Reading, 

Berks.  RG7  3UE.  ^ 


NATURAL  HISTORY  BOOKS,  fine  illus- 
trated antiquarian  and  modern.  Catalogue  from 
H.  J.  Eggilshaw.  54  West  Moulin  Road,  Pit- 
lochry, Perthshire  PH  16  5EQ.  I el:  0796  2084. 

(BB553) 


NATURAL  HISTORY  BOOKS.  Secondhand 
and  new,  bought  and  sold.  Catalogues:  J.  E. 
Oliver,  Malt  Cottage,  Croft  Yard,  Wells,  Nor- 
folk. (BB515) 


WANTED 


WITHERBY'S  HANDBOOK  OF  BRITISH 
BIRDS.  Vol.  5 only.  1965,  9th  impression 
complete  with  dust  wrapper.  D.  ).  Kightley,  27 
Azalea  Drive,  Burbage,  Hinckley,  Leics.  LE10 
2SH.  (BB597) 


British  Birds 

The  monthly  for 
British  Birdwatchers 

British  Birds  is  the  established 
Birdwatching  monthly  for  Britain  s 
birders  with  a readership  of  over  40.000 
genuine  enthusiasts  every  month. 

It  is  not  surprising  therefore  that  the  classified  pages 
of  British  Birds  have  become  the  'Birdwatcher  s 
Market  Place*  carrying  advertisements  in  such  a 
wide  range  of  categories  as:  Holiday  Accommoda- 
tion: For  Sale:  Wanted:  Tours  & Travel:  Books:  Bird 
Reports:  Courses:  Repairs:  Property  for  Sale:  To 
l.et:  Stamps:  Appointments:  Personal:  Conferences: 
Overseas  Holiday  Accommodation:  Birdwatching 
Holiday. 

To  find  out  details  of  advertising  rates  and  our 
special  series  discounts  phone  Sandra  Barnes 
0621  815085.  (BB326) 
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(D525) 


This 

publication  is 
available  in 
microform. 


University  Microfilms  International 
reproduces  this  publication  in  microform:  micro- 
fiche and  16mm  or  35mm  film.  For  information 
about  this  publication  or  any  of  the  more  than 
13.000  titles  we  offer,  complete  and  mail  the 
coupon  to:  University  Microfilms  International. 
300  N.  Zeeb  Road,  Ann  Arbor,  MI  48106.  Call  us 
toll-free  for  an  immediate  response:  800-521-3044. 
Or  call  collect  in  Michigan,  Alaska  and  Hawaii: 
313-761-4700. 


University 

Microfilms 

International 
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OPTOLYTH 

Choice  of  connoisseurs 
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Go  birding 
in  southern  Ireland 

this  autumn  and  winter 
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field  at  high  magnifications 


W.  EUROPE’S  MOST  POPULAR 
COMPACT  AND  LIGHTWEIGHT 
BINOCULARS 

Weight  Field  Price 

10x50BA  22.5oz  309ft.  £221  (inc.  case) 

10x40BGA  19oz  345ft.  £205  (inc.  case) 
8x40BGA  19oz  330ft.  £200  (inc.  case) 
8x30BGA  14oz  420ft.  £186  (inc.  case) 


Weight 

30x75GA  44oz 

22x60GA  35oz 

22x70GA  37oz 

22-60x70GA  47oz 

30x80 
TB  80  Body 
TBS  80  Body 


Field  Price 

120ft.  £318  Case  £35 

183ft.  £210 

£290  EYEPIECES 
87-54ft  £35  3 20xWW  £88 

£353  20x  £56 
£344  30 x £57 
£320  40x  £58 


_ MAIL  ORDER 
& WELCOMED 

q Part  Exchange 
Available 


London  Camera  Exchange  Group 

1 0 High  Street  1 3 Cheap  Street 

Southampton,  Hants.  Bath 
Tel:  (0703)  221597  Avon  BA1  1NB 
Tel:  (0703)  335363  Tel:  (0225)  62234 
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THE  NEXT  GENERATION 


For  details  of  your  nearest  stockist , contact 
the  exclusive  importers... 


J.  J.  VICKERS  & SONS  LTD. 

Unit  1,  Riverhurst  House,  2a  Pembroke  Road,  Bromley,  Kent  BR1  2WB. 
Tel.:  01-460  1799  (24  Hour  Answer  Phone) 


iii 


(D368) 


FOCALPOINT 


Deal  with  birdwatchers  who  understand  your  requirements 


LEITZ  Binoculars 

Beautifully  made  precision  instruments  With 
contrast,  resolution,  llatness  ot  field,  true 
internal  focusing  design,  and  climate  resist- 
ance which  are  unsurpassed  And  all  wilhm  a 
compact  lightweight  design' 

As  used  by  both  principals  ol  Focalpoint — 
and  many  thousands  of  discerning  birders 
throughout  the  world, 

10x40  BAN  _ 

8x40  BA  r 

7x42  BA  H 

8 x 32  BA 
10x25  BCA 

8 x 20  BCA  N 

Case  (Trinovids)  E 

Case  (Miniatures) 


KOWA  Main  Stockists 

TSN-1  (45°)  B 

TSN-2  (straight)  o 

TSN-3  (45°  Fluorite) 

TSN-4  (str  Fluorite)  § 

TS1  (45°)  C 

TS2  (straight) 

TS6  (compact)  is 

TS7  (45°)  « 

TS9  (20  x 50) 

All  eyepieces,  pholo-adaptors  and  cases 

frnm  Qfnrk 

KOWA  10  x 50  binocular  £149 
Upgrade  your  existing  TSN-1/2  tor  the  new 
TSN-3/4  models  You  need  only  exchange 
the  body,  all  eyepieces,  cases,  etc , are 
interchangeable 


- Mirror  Scopes 
From  £1,650 

NIKON  Fieldscope  system 
from  stock  - from  £269. 


NEW  Skua  Mkll  cases  for  Kowa  TSN 
telescopes  in  stock  now  Total  encase- 
ment, ultra  rugged  ana  weatherproof. 
Stays  on  the  scope  at  all  times 


BIRDGUIDES 

Ask  for  details  of  these  tours 
'GAMBIA  Nov  88 
VENEZUELA  Jan  '89 
MAJORCA  Apr  '89 
SOUTHERN  SPAIN  May  '89 
KENYA  Sept  '89 
•just  2 places  left!  PHONE 


QUESTAR 


MAIL  ORDER 

TONY  & ENID  MURPHY 

Open  Mon.-Fri. 

SPECIALIST 
P/P  & INS  FREE! 

FOCALPOINT 

9.30-5.30 

14  Cogshall  Lane,  Comberbach, 

Sat.  9.30-4.00 

REPAIRS  & 

Northwich,  Cheshire  CW9  6BS 

Closed  Sundays 

SERVICING 

Telephone:  0606  891098  (D367) 

and  Bank  Holidays 

Birdquest  offer  the  discerning  birdwatcher  exciting,  friendly,  small-group 
holidays  arranged  and  guided  by  professionals.  Come  with  us  and  see 
why  Birdquest  are  ‘First  in  the  Field’. 


BIRDWATCHING  HOLIDAYS  1989 


ARGENTINA  • AUSTRALIA  • BORNEO  & THE  MALAY  PENINSULA  • BRAZIL 
COSTA  RICA  • ECUADOR  • ETHIOPIA  • THE  GALAPAGOS  • HUNGARY 
ISRAEL  • KENYA  • MADAGASCAR  • MONGOLIA  • MOROCCO  • NAMIBIA, 
THE  CAPE  & NATAL  • NEW  GUINEA  • NORTHERN  INDIA  • PERU  • POLAND 
SIKKIM,  DARJEELING  & ASSAM  • SOUTHERN  INDIA  & THE  ANDAMANS 
THAILAND  • TURKEY  • TURKESTAN  & THE  CAUCASUS  • VENEZUELA 
YEMEN  • ZIMBABWE  & THE  OKAVANGO 

For  our  brochure  please  contact:  BIRDQUEST  Ltd., 

Two  Jays,  Kemple  End,  Birdy  Brow,  Stonyhurst, 

Lancashire  BB6  9QY.  Tel:  025486  317.  (D365) 
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Kay  Optical  (Est.  1962) 

A wealth  of  optical  experience  is  at  your  service  whether  you  wish  to 
purchase  new  equipment  or  have  your  present  equipment  serviced  in  our 

workshop. 

The  best  equipment  is  available  for  you  to  inspect,  test  and  purchase  from 
these  premises,  including,  for  example:- 


BINOCULARS 

etc. 


ZEISS  (West)  £ 

10x25  Dialyt  214 

8 x 20  BGA  Dialyt  245 

8 x 30  BGAT  Dialyt  389 

10  x 40  BGAT  Dialyt  Phone 

7 x 42  BGAT  Dialyt  Phone 

8 x 56  BGAT  Dialyt  535 

1 5 x 60  GAT  Porro  793 

7 x 50  BGA  (IF)  Porro  535 

LEITZ  (Leica) 

8 x 20  T rinovid  235 

8x20BCATrinovid  247 

10x25BCTrinovid  247 

10x25BCATrinovid  259 

8x32BATrinovid  445 

8 x 40  BA  T rinovid  499 

10x40BA'NTrinovid  539 

Miniature  soft  case  1 4 

BA  soft  case  34 

SWAROVSKI 

10  x 40  WM  Waterproof  341 

7 x 42  M Waterproof  298 

8 x 30  SLC  roof  prism,  water  and 

shock  proof  302 

OPTOLYTH 

8 x 30  Alpin  1 86 

8 x 40  Alpin  200 

10x40  Alpin  205 

7x42  Alpin  207 

10x50  Alpin  221 

12x50  Alpin  225 

NIKON 

8 x 20  roof  prism  1 39 

10x25  roof  prism  154 

9 x 30  DCF  roof  prism  248 

12x36  DCF  roof  prism  268 


SWALLOW 

C 

1 0 x 40  or  8 x 40  rubber-covered,  roof 

prism 

120 

ADLERBLICK 

8x42 

123 

8 x 42  rubber  covered 

143 

1 0 x 42  rubber  covered 

148 

7 x 21  compact 

109 

8 x 24  compact 

119 

MIRADOR 

8x42 

110 

8 x 40  with  rubber 

120 

BUSHNELL 

8 X 36  B Custom 

179 

lOx  40  B Custom 

189 

NIGHT  VISION 

Infra-red,  hand-held  scope, 

complete 

690 

Mains  charger 

69 

TELESCOPES 

NIKON 

20  x 60  ED 

Phone 

30  x or  40  x eyepieces 

65 

Camera  adaptor 

157 

KOWA 

TSN-1  body  (45°) 

235 

TSN-2  body 

225 

TSN-3body  (45°) 

465 

TSN-4body 

455 

25  x or  40  x eyepiece 

50 

20  x (WA)  eyepiece 

70 

20-60  x zoom  eyepiece 

100 

TS-1  body  (45°) 

160 

TS-2body 

140 

TS  eyepieces  from 

26 

OPTOLYTH 

£ 

30x75 

318 

30x80 

353 

TB  80  body 

344 

TBS  80  body  (45°) 

320 

TB  eyepieces  from 

56 

15-40x60 

265 

22-60x70 

353 

22x60 

210 

22x70 

290 

SPACEMASTER 

With  zoom  eyepiece 

219 

With  22  x WA  eyepiece 

179 

OPTICRON 

60mm  HR  body 

128 

Ditto,  with  rubber 

155 

60mm  HR  body  (45°) 

150 

Zoom  eyepiece 

65 

Other  eyepieces  from 

26 

30  x 75  Classic 

125 

PICCOLO 

60mm  body 

107 

Zoom  eyepiece 

45 

Other  eyepieces  from 

22 

TRIPODS  etc  (all  one-action) 

Opticron 

60 

Slik  D2 

73 

Slik  Shogun' 

99 

Slik  SL67 

105 

Universal  clamp 

20 

Hide  clamp 

40 

Car  window  mount 

25 

SPECIAL  OFFER  - Deduct  £10  when  buying  a telescope  and  tripod  together. 


Callers  are,  of  course,  welcomed  and  encouraged  but  you  can  also  use  our 
mail  order  service  if  more  convenient  (allow  £2  ppi)  and  14  days  approval  is 
allowed.  For  callers,  we  are  15  minutes'  drive  from  the  M25  (via  A3  then  the 
Merton  turn-off)  or  2 minutes'  walk  from  Morden  tube.  A fuller  list  (with 
prices)  and  a map  sent  upon  request.  E.&O.E. 

Repairs  carried  out  in  our  own  workshops. 


KAY  OPTICAL  will  be  at  the  Information  Centre  of  the  renowned  PAGHAM 
HARBOUR  LOCAL  NATURE  RESERVE  on  SUNDAY  28th  AUGUST  (1 1 am  to  5 pm) 

You  will  be  able  to  try  and  buy  binoculars,  telescopes,  tripods,  etc.  Also,  repairs  can 
be  quoted  for  and  handed  in.  The  Reserve  is  near  to  Chichester,  W.  Sussex,  on  the 
B2145  into  Selsey. 


KAY  OPTICAL  SERVICING 


Mon-Fri, 

9 am  to  5 pm 

Cat  Q pm  fn 

1130  am  89B  London  Road*,  Morden.  Merton,  Surrey.  Tel:  01-648  8822 

^appointment  *The  ^24.  We  are  °PP°s'te  Midland  Bank  (0366) 


field  guides 

INCORPORATED 

Excellence  in  hireling  tours  worldwide 


For  detailed  itineraries  and  our 
tour  catalog,  contact  us: 

P.O.  Box  160723-C 
Austin,  Texas  78746 
(512)  327-4953 
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Leading  specialists  in  high  quality 

BINOCULARS  - TELESCOPES 

Select  from  the  World's  finest  Optical  instruments 

ZEISS  (WEST)  • LEITZ  • HABICHT  • NIKON 
OPTOLYTH  • KOWA  • SWIFT  • OPTIMA 
QUESTAR  • MINOLTA  • ADLERBLICK  • BRESSER 
BAUSCH  & LOMB  • BUSHNELL  • OPTICRON 
ZEISS  (EAST)  • MIRADOR 
TRIPODS:  SLIK  MANFROTTO  • COBRA 

Write  or  phone  NOW  for  current  prices!  mai’l'o’rder 


Our  showroom  is  set  in  7 
acres  of  private  grounds  with 
ample,  free  and  safe  parking. 
Testing  facilities  are  probably 
the  best  in  the  country. 
Viewing  from  the  showroom  is 
across  a large  pool  with  its 
various  bird  visitors  and  to 
more  distant  views  of  the 
countryside. 


(D307) 


10am  — 5pm 
FREE  E&OE 


Church  Lane.  Corley,  Coventry  CV7  8BA  | 0676-40501 
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WE  MAKE  CERTAIN  YOU 
MAKE  THE  CORRECT  CHOICE 


BINOCULAR  & TELESCOPE 
DEMONSTRATIONS 


EVERY  DAY  OF  THE  MONTH 


For  your  personal  demonstration  at  the  location  of  your  choice 

anywhere  in  Cornwall 
PHONE  REDRUTH  (0209)  210060 
If  you  can’t  get  to  Conrwall  try  our  mail  order 
ADVICE  LINE 

Make  the  most  of  your  investment  - you  cannot  afford  not  to  take 
our  friendly  advice  based  on  field  experience  - 

the  most  popular  may  not  be  the  best  for  you! 

Why  take  the  chance  - Phone  SCOPES  (0209)  210060 


L 


VISA 


I 


WE  KEEP  YOU  WATCHING 


WATCHING 


GET  THE  BEST  OUT 
OF  YOUR  HOBBY 

Treat  yourself  to  an 
annual  subscription  to 
Bird  Watching,  the 
monthly  magazine  that 
does  the  leg  work  for  you. 
The  luxury  of  having  your 
copy  delivered  straight  to 
your  door  is  easy  to 
arrange,  simply  fill  in  the 
coupon  opposite. 

(D359) 
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Rates:  UK  £ 1 7.00  Overseas  surface  mail  £20.00 
Please  send  me  one  year's  subscription  to  Bird 
Watching  commencing  with  the  issue  dated 


Name 

Address 


Post  Code 

I enclose  cheque/postal  order  for  the  sum  of 

£ OR  please  debit  my  Access/ 

Visa/American  Express/Diners  Club  account 

with  the  sum  of  £ 

Card  No. 

Signature 

Please  send  to:  Bird  Watching 
Subscriptions,  PO  Box  500,  Leicester, 
LE99  0AA 

SC33 
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★ SLIK  TRIPODS  + 

HABICHT  * 

BRESSER  * MIRADOR  ★ 

MINOLTA  + 

★ VIVITAR  * RUSSIAN  ★ 

★ WE  WILL  MATCH  ANY  GENUINE  PRICE  * 

*♦ 

Access /Visa /Credit  Charge.  Post  ft  Packing  please  add  £2.50.  Prices  correct  1.4.88 

- Prices  subject  to  availability  - Open  Sundays  10am  - 5pm  for  the  summer 

ZEISS  WEST 

SWIFT  Supplied  with  Cate  & Strap 

Please  phone  for  latest  prices 

Belmont  8 x 40 

8 x 20  B and  Pouch 

....  £189. 

Belmont  10  x 50 

1 0 x 25  B and  Pouch 

£209. 

Belmont  12  x 50 

£.62. 

8 x 30  B and  K Casa 

£379. 

Red  Spot  8 x 32 

8 x 30  BGA  CF  ft  Pouch . . . . 

£379. 

Red  Spot  8 x 40 

£.98. 

8x56  B.G.  AT  & Case 

£544. 

Red  Spot  10  x 50 

£.99. 

7x42  B.G.  AT  & Case 

Phone 

Blue  Spot  9 x 42 

£100. 

10x40  BT  & K Case 

£463. 

Blue  Spot  10  x 42 

£125. 

10  x 40  BGA  CF&  Pouch... 

Phone 

Trilyte  Rubber  10  x40  . . 

£125. 

Trllyte  10  x40 

£124. 

Osprey  7.5  x 42 

£134. 

ZEIS8  EAST 

Audubon  8.6  x 44 . . . . 

£169. 

Very  good  value  with  Hard  Caee 

8 x 30  Jenoptem £.39. 

8x30  Deltrintem £.52. 

10  x 50  Jenoptem £.  65. 

1 0 x 50  Dekarem £.84. 

8 x 32  Notarem £109. 

10  x 40  Notarem £148. 

8 x 50  Octarem £174. 

1 2 x 50  Dodecarem £21 0. 


ABLEBBUCK  are  high  quality  light  weight 
Japaneee  Binocular*.  Supplied  with  Caee  and 
lifetime  guarantee. 

AdlerbHck  8 x 42 £120. 

AdlerbHck  8 x 42  Armour £138. 

Adlerblick  10  x 42 £125. 

Adlerblick  10  x 42  Armour £144. 

Adlerblick  10  x 50 £139. 

AdlerbHck  10  x 50  Armour £159. 


TELESCOPES 

KOWA 

TSN1  Body 

TSN2  Body 

TSN3  Body  ... 

TSN4  Body.... 

20x  Wide 

25x  and  40x. . . . 

Zoom  TSN 

Photo  Adapter . . 

TS601 
TS602 
25x  and  40x 
20x  Wide.. 

Zoom  601 . . 


PLEASE 

PHONE 

FOR 

PACKAGE 

PRICES 


.£232. 
.£222. 
. £435. 
.£425. 
.£.67. 
.£.44. 
£.99. 
.£.66. 
.£.185. 
.£.165. 
.£.41. 
£.47. 
£.93. 


MIRADOR 

Merlin  18  x 60 £.89. 

Merlin  18x^40x  and  60 £124. 


Ma 

Ma 

Ma 


or  60m  Body  ft  Fixed £152. 

or  60m  Body  ft  Zoom £179. 

or  50m  Rubber  & Fixed £149. 


Major  50m  Rubber  ft  Zoom £176. 

BU8HNELL  SPACEMASTER 

Body  and  Zoom PHONE. 

Body  and  Fixed PHONE. 

BAU8H  & LQMB 

Discoverer PHONE. 


Vv\  /A  I W I O /JT  Professional  & Retail  Photographers 

bH  0 St  Thomas  Street  - SCARBOROUGH  • von  IDU  Tel  (072  J)  tbi()24 


LO 

in 

co 

Q 


If  you  see  this  logo 

on  any  advertisement  you  can  be  sure 
that  the  product  is  reliable,  value  for 
money  and  of  top  quality.  It  will  have 
been  carefully  assessed  by  the  editors 
and  readers  of  the  monthly  magazine 
‘British  Birds’  (BB314) 
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“I  can  only  compliment  the 
manufacturers  on  producing 
such  a good,  low-cost  telescope." 
( British  Birds  Vol  79  No  10 
October  1986). 


MERLIN  Series  Short  Tube 
Straight  Through  Spotting 
Scopes  - 50mm /60mm /75mm. 


This  compact,  all  purpose 
spotting  scope  is  ideal  for  field 
use.  Includes  standard  thread 
tripod  mount  and  fully  coated 
optics.  Comes  complete  with 
20  x /25x  /30x  eyepiece  and 
protective  lens  caps.  Inter- 
changeable eye-pieces  available. 

The  Mirador  factory  in  Tokyo 
has  been  producing  fine  optical 
equipment  for  the  world’s  more 
serious  birdwatchers  since  1 951 . 

For  full  information  just  send 
an  s.a.e.  to: 

I VIII  UVIV/I 

55  Brewery  Road, 

London  N7  9QU 

(D173) 


August  Publication 


The 


Sparrows 

byJ.  Denis  Summers-Smith 

This  authoritative  monograph  on 
the  genus  Passer  covers  the 
world’s  20  species  of  ‘true 
sparrows’  which,  today,  have  an 
almost  worldwide  distribution. 

As  well  as  the  detailed,  individual 
species  accounts  there  are 
chapters  discussing  sparrow 
characteristics  and  relationships, 
sparrow  evolution  and  their 
systematic  position. 

Robert  Gillmor’s  eight  colour 
plates  superbly  illustrate  all  the 
species  and  a further  62  of  his 
drawings  grace  the  text  pages.  In 
addition,  there  are  over  100  maps 
and  diagrams. 

344  pages,  plus  8 colour  plates, 
£22.00  net 


T & A D POYSER 

(1)370) 
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Great  Snipe  by  Martin  Hattam  BIY  88 


• SLR  camera  adaptability 

• Rubber  eyecup  for  comfort 

• Ergonomic  styling  for  ease-of-use 

• 45%  offset  eyepiece  on  TSN-1  model 

• 77mm  objective  lens  delivering  crisp  images 

• Interchangeable  20  x , 25  x , 40  x , 20-60  x eyepieces 
with  bayonet  fitting 


. . . A superb  image 


Officially  appointed  distributor  for  Kowa  Telescopes 

Pyser  Ltd.,  Fircroft  Way,  Edenbridge,  Kent  TN8  6HA. 

(D372) 
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Art  consultants 


We  are  delighted  to  announce  that  Robert  Gillmor  and  Alan  Harris 
have  accepted  the  Editorial  Board’s  invitations  to  become  joint  Art 
Consultants  to  British  Birds. 

Robert  Gillmor  and  Alan  Harris  are  both  very  well-known  names  to  BB 
readers.  Robert’s  work  first  appeared  in  the  journal  in  1952  (Brit.  Birds  45: 
49,  117-121),  when  series  of  drawings  by  him  illustrated  papers  by  E.  M. 
Nicholson  (on  shearwaters  in  the  English  Channel)  and  by  Derek 
Goodwin  (on  behaviour  of  the  Magpie  Pica  pica );  his  line-drawings  have 
since  become  a regular  feature,  and  in  recent  years  it  has  been  traditional 
for  our  December  issue  to  feature  a ‘Gillmor’  on  the  cover.  Since  its 
inception  in  1979  (Brit.  Birds  72:  403-409),  Robert  Gillmor  has  been  one  of 
the  judges  for  our  ‘Bird  Illustrator  of  the  Year'  competition.  Robert  was  a 

190.  Robert  Gillmor  {Jeffrey  Taylor) 


\Rrit.  Birds 8 1 : 353-354,  August  1988] 
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Art  consultants 


191.  Alan  Harris  (Sally  Hanis) 


founder  member  of  the  Society  of  Wildlife  Artists,  its  Hon.  Secretary  for 
many  years,  and  is  now  its  President. 

Alan  Harris  won  the  title  ‘Bird  Illustrator  of  the  Year’  in  1982  (Brit.  Birds 
75:  304-308)  and  in  the  following  year  was  one  of  the  judges  for  the 
competition.  His  line-drawings  have  graced  the  pages  of  BB  many  times, 
and  in  recent  years  his  detailed  and  meticulously  researched  paintings 
have  been  an  integral  part  of  several  highly  praised  identification  papers 
(e.g.  wheatears,  Brit.  Birds  80:  138-156;  and  large  terns,  Brit.  Birds  80:  260- 
267).  Alan  has  on  several  occasions  attended  the  colour  printing  of  British 
Birds,  together  with  our  editorial  staff,  to  ensure  accurate  colour 
reproduction. 

We  feel  sure  that  all  the  artists  who  regularly  provide  their  work  for  use 
in  British  Birds  will  welcome  these  two  honorary  appointments. 

^ftitntp-fiUe  pears  ago... 


‘COOTS  AND  MOORHENS  LAYING  IN  THE  SAME  NEST.  As  I do  not  remember  to 
have  seen  any  record  of  a Coot  (Fulica  a.  atra)  and  a Moorhen  ( Gallinula  ch.  chloropus)  or  two 
Coots  laying  in  the  same  nest,  the  following  observations  may  prove  of  interest:  . . . These 
three  instances,  occurring  on  two  pools  within  half  a mile  of  each  other,  suggest  that  it  is 
not  infrequent  for  Coots  and  Moorhens  to  lay  indiscriminately  in  nests  of  the  former 
species.  A.  Geoffrf.Y  Lf.igh.  [Although  it  is  well  known  among  field-ornithologists  that 
Coots  and  Moorhens,  like  ducks  and  game-birds,  will  lay  in  each  other’s  nests,  standard 
works  seem  to  omit  mention  of  the  fact. — Eos.]’  (Brit.  Birds  7:88,  August  1913) 


Suggested 
changes  to  the 
English  names 
of  some 
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British  Ornithologist  s’  Union  Records  Committee 


The  body  responsible  for  maintaining  the  British  List  has  always  been 
the  Records  Committee  (previously  known  as  List  Sub-Committee)  of 
the  British  Ornithologists’  Union,  which  has  published  its  recommenda- 
tions in  1883,  1915,  1923,  1952  and  1971.  A revision  of  the  latest  of  these, 
The  Status  of  Birds  in  Britain  and  Ireland , is  currently  in  preparation,  with 
publication  expected  within  two  or  three  years.  With  each  new  list,  the 
whole  range  of  information  concerning  British  birds  is  reviewed: 
relationships  and  validity  of  species,  which  may  result  in  changes  in 
sequence  of  listing  and  in  scientific  names;  status  within  Britain,  which 
usually  results  in  numerous  additions  to  and  a small  number  of  deletions 
from  the  list;  and  the  English  names  applied  to  those  species  which  are 
accepted  on  the  list. 

At  the  time  of  preparation  of  the  1952  list,  very  few  British  birdwatchers 
travelled  abroad.  The  change  even  since  1971  has  been  remarkable. 
Nowadays,  most  British  birdwatchers  have  overseas  birdwatching  experi- 
ence, and  many  habitually  travel  well  beyond  Europe.  Now,  more  than 
ever  before,  there  is  a need  for  standardisation  of  English  names,  for  most 
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birdwatchers  (a  term  used  here  in  contrast  to  ‘ornithologists’,  who  are 
taken  to  be  primarily  professional  scientists)  do  not  usually  use  scientific 
names  in  conversation  or  in  the  field. 

The  question  of  revision  of  English  names  has  already  been  tackled  by, 
for  instance,  the  Royal  Australasian  Ornithologists’  Union  (1978)  and  the 
American  Ornithologists’  Union  (1983).  In  1985,  therefore,  the  BOURC 
appointed  a small  subcommittee  to  make  recommendations  concerning 
the  principles  to  be  applied  in  any  name  changes,  and,  based  upon  these, 
to  suggest  those  which  were  due  for  consideration. 

In  1986,  the  subcommittee  reported  to  the  BOURC.  The  seven 
principles  set  out  below  were  considered  by  the  BOURC  and  adopted 
after  each  one  was  accepted  by  a majority  of  the  committee. 

Principles  to  be  followed  in  adoption  of  any  changes  to  English  names: 

1.  Unrelated  species  should  never  have  a common  group  name  which  would  result  in  their  ’ 
being  indexed  together. 

2.  All  species  within  a natural  group  (certainly  genus  and  preferably  subfamily  or  even 
family)  should  preferably  have  a distinctive  group  name  under  which  they  would  be 
indexed  together. 

3.  Each  species  on  the  West  Palearctic  list  should  have  a unique  name  (i.e.  one  not  shared 
with  another  species  or  with  a group:  e.g.  not  Wheatear  and  wheatear).  [In  some  cases, 
however,  it  was  considered  that  a double  name  did  not  need  a third  element  to 
distinguish  it  from  a related  species  with  a three-element  name  (e.g.  Black  Tern  retained 
for  Chlidonias  niger  despite  the  name  White-winged  Black  Tern  for  C.  leucoptenis) .] 

4.  When  possible,  names  should  accord  with  those  adopted  in  other  countries  (particularly 
those  where  the  species  is  commoner),  but  well-known  English  names  should  not 
necessarily  change  for  this  reason  alone. 

5.  Ideally,  all  names  should  be  unique  on  a world  scale. 

6.  Highly  inappropriate  names  should  be  changed,  especially  if  they  might  lead  to 
confusion,  but  minor  cases  should  not  be  changed  (e.g.  Red-breasted  Flycatcher  should 
not  be  changed  to  Red-throated  Flycatcher);  changes  made  for  other  reasons,  however, 
should  always  be  to  an  appropriate  name. 

7.  Simplification  of  names  is  a laudable  aim,  but  not  of  high  priority;  it  is  to  be  welcomed 
when  easily  achieved. 

Although  the  BOURC  is  responsible  only  for  maintaining  the  British 
List  (and  not  for  maintaining  any  West  Palearctic  list),  the  three-man 
subcommittee  deemed  it  essential  to  consider  all  the  species  recorded 
within  the  Western  Palearctic,  since  it  is  when  travelling  abroad  that 
birdwatchers  meet  the  most  problems  in  relation  to  name  ambiguities.  Of 
the  804  species  in  The  ‘ British  Birds'  List  of  Birds  of  the  Western  Palearctic  (1984), 
the  subcommittee  found  some  case  for  changing  the  English  names  of 
351.  Their  recommendations,  however,  concerned  name  changes  to  only 
192  species,  of  which  50  have  not  occurred  in  Britain,  so  that  only  142 
were  the  direct  concern  of  the  BOURC.  The  figure  of  142  includes  13 
species,  mainly  North  American,  where  the  recommended  name  is 
already  in  use  in  British  Birds.  The  following  list,  however,  contains 
comment  on  all  the  species  for  which  English  name  changes  were 
recommended  and  occasionally  on  those  for  which  no  change  is 
recommended. 

It  is  important  that  readers  should  appreciate  that  this  list  is 
provisional.  The  purpose  of  publication  at  this  stage  is  to  seek  comment 
from  English-speaking  birdwatchers  all  over  the  world.  We  do  not  suggest 
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immediate  adoption  of  the  new  names  listed  here,  but  invite  comment 
over  the  next  one-year  period.  After  the  receipt  of  comments  and 
suSSest*ons  from  birdwatchers  in  Britain  and  elsewhere,  the  BOU 
Records  Committee  will  reassess  the  name  changes  suggested  here,  and 
then  publish  a new  definitive  list  of  English  names. 

Comments  on  individual  name  changes  within  the  following  list  should 
be  sent,  to  arrive  before  1st  October  1989,  to  the  Secretary,  Records 
Committee,  BOU,  c/o  British  Museum  (Natural  History),  Sub- 
department of  Ornithology,  Tring,  Hertfordshire  HP23  SAP. 


List  of  suggested  name  changes 

The  numbers  relate  to  the  main  reasons  for  a name  change  being  required 
(see  list  above). 

Fulmar  Fulmarus  glacialis  TO  BKCOMK  Northern  Fulmar 
4,  5.  Northern  Fulmar  is  the  name  adopted  by  the  American  Ornithologists’  Union  (1983) 
and  Harrison  (1983),  to  distinguish  this  species  from  the  Antarctic  Fulmar  F.  glacialoides.  The 
name  ‘Northern  Fulmar  Petrel’,  which  would  have  also  satisfied  principle  2,  was  regarded  as 
too  cumbersome. 

Capped  Petrel  Pterodroma  hasitata  TO  BECOME  Black-capped  Petrel 

4.  This  name  is  used  by  Harrison  (1983)  and  by  the  American  Ornithologists’  Union 
(1983). 

Wilson’s  Petrel  Oceanites  oceanicus  TO  BECOME  Wilson’s  Storm-Petrel 

1,  4.  Dr  W.  R.  P.  Bourne  (Brit.  Birds  54:  407)  and  others  have  long  pressed  for  the  use  of 
‘storm-petrel’  in  place  of ‘petrel’  for  members  of  the  Hydrobatidae,  to  distinguish  them  from 
the  true  petrels  in  the  Procellariidae.  Harrison  (1983)  and  many  national  and  regional  check- 
list committees  have  already  adopted  this,  and  we,  therefore,  are  now  coming  into  line  with 
the  majority  view.  Since  the  second  part  of  the  hyphenated  name  is  a noun,  that  retains  its 
initial  capital  letter. 

Frigate  Petrel  or  White-faced  Petrel  Pelagodroma  marina  TO  BECOME 
White-faced  Storm-Petrel 

1,  4.  See  Wilson’s  Petrel. 

Storm  Petrel  Hydrobates  pelagians  TO  BECOME  European  Storm-Petrel 

1,  3,  4,  5.  Mere  hyphenation  would  satisfy  principle  1,  but  an  adjective  needs  to  be  added 
to  make  the  English  name  of  the  species  different  from  the  English  name  of  the  family.  The 
English  name  ‘British  Storm-Petrel’  has  been  used  by  many  authors,  including  Harrison 
(1983)  and  the  American  Ornithologists’  Union  (1983),  but  is  most  inappropriate,  since  the 
largest  colonies  of  this  species  occur  off  Irish  coasts  and  not  off  British  coasts;  hence  our 
proposal  of  European  Storm-Petrel,  a name  already  adopted  by  Clancey  (1980)  and  Alden 
(1983). 

Leach’s  Petrel  Oceanodroma  leucorhoa  TO  BECOME  Leach's  Storm-Petrel 
1,  4.  See  Wilson’s  Petrel. 

Swinhoe’s  Petrel  Oceanodroma  monorhis  TO  BECOME  Swinhoe’s  Storm- 
Petrel 

1,  4.  See  Wilson’s  Petrel. 
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Madeiran  Petrel  Oceanodroma  castro  TO  BECOME  Madeiran  Storm-Petrel 

1.  4.  With  its  range  far  from  being  restricted  to  the  island  of  Madeira,  several  recent  lists 
have  named  this  species  Band-rumped  Storm  Petrel,  although  Brown,  Urban  & Newman 
(1982)  and  Harrison  (1983)  use  the  name  suggested  here,  tf  a substitute  for  the  adjective 
Madeiran  is  required,  a better  name  than  Band-rumped  Storm-Petrel  would,  in  our  view,  be 
Harcourt’s  Storm-Petrel. 

Gannet  Sula  bassana  TO  BECOME  Northern  Gannet 

3,  4,  5.  To  distinguish  this  species  from  the  Cape  Gannet  S.  capensis  and  the  Australasian 
Gannet  S.  senator , the  name  Northern  Gannet  is  used  by  both  Harrison  (1983)  and  the 
American  Ornithologists’  Union  (1983). 

Cormorant  Phalacrocorax  carbo  TO  BECOME  Great  Cormorant 

3,  4,  5.  The  name  Great  Cormorant  is  used  by  both  Harrison  (1983)  and  the  American 
Ornithologists’  Union  (1983). 

White  Pelican  Pelecanus  onocrotalus  TO  BECOME  Great  White  Pelican 

4,  5.  To  distinguish  this  species  from  the  Nearctic  P.  erythrorhynchos,  a unique  English  name 
is  needed,  and  Great  White  Pelican,  as  used  by  Brown,  Urban  & Newman  (1982),  seems 
preferable  to,  for  instance,  Eastern  White  Pelican,  which  has  sometimes  been  used. 

Schrenck’s  Little  Bittern  Ixobrychus  eurhythmus  TO  BECOME  Schrenck’s 
Bittern 

4,  7. 

Bittern  Botaurus  stellaris  TO  BECOME  Great  Bittern 

3,  4,  5.  The  name  Eurasian  Bittern  has  been  used,  but  the  BOURC  prefers  to  avoid 
Eurasian  whenever  possible,  since  the  most  usual  meaning  of  this  word  in  the  English 
language  is  ‘of  mixed  European  and  Asiatic  parentage’.  The  proposed  name  was  used  by 
King,  Dickinson  & Woodcock  (1975)  and  is  appropriate  for  the  largest  of  the  bitterns. 

Night  Heron  Nycticorax  nycticorax  TO  BECOME  Black-crowned  Night 
Heron 

4,  5.  The  standard  North  American  name  (AOU  1983)  is  appropriate. 

Green  Heron  Butorides  striatus  TO  BECOME  Green-backed  Heron 

4.  The  North  American  name  (AOU  1983)  was  adopted  by  British  Birds  in  1978,  and  listed 
as  an  alternative  name  by  Brown,  Urban  & Newman  (1982). 

Western  Reef  Heron  Egretta  gularis  TO  BECOME  Western  Reef  Egret 

2.  It  seems  ridiculous  that  other  species  within  the  genus  Egretta  should  be  known  as 
‘Egret’,  but  that  E.  gularis  (very  closely  related  to  if  not  conspecific  with  Little  Egret  E. 
garzetta)  should  be  referred  to  as  ‘Heron’. 

Yellow-billed  Egret  Egretta  intermedia  TO  BECOME  Intermediate  Egret 

4,  6.  There  are  other  yellow-billed  egrets,  and  the  alternative  name  of  Intermediate  Egret 
has  already  been  adopted  by  Hancock  & Elliott  (1978)  and  the  RAOU  (1978);  it  has  the 
advantage  that  it  corresponds  with  the  specific  scientific  name. 

Great  White  Egret  Egretta  alba  TO  BECOME  Great  Egret 

4,  7.  Although  there  are  other  white  egrets,  none  is  known  as  ‘White  Egret’,  so  the 
simplification  will  not  lead  to  confusion. 

Heron  Ardea  cinerea  TO  BECOME  Grey  Heron 

3.  This  change  was  adopted  by  British  Birds  in  1972. 
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Marabou  Leptoptilos  crumeniferus  TO  BECOME  Marabou  Stork 

2,  4.  The  BOURC  considered  that  the  trend  within  recent  decades  for  group  names  to  be 
dropped  was  tending  to  make  ornithology  elitist  and  more  difficult  for  the  beginner  or 
general  natural  historian.  Restoration  of  recently  discarded  group  names  was  therefore 
recommended  whenever  appropriate.  In  this  case,  the  proposed  name  is  in  line  with  usage 
throughout  its  wide  range  in  Africa. 

Bald  Ibis  Geronticus  eremita  TO  BECOME  Northern  Bald  Ibis 

5.  The  South  African  species  G.  calvus  is  frequently  referred  to  as  Bald  Ibis,  and  G.  eremita  as 
‘Hermit  Ibis’  or  ‘Waldrapp’.  The  name  Northern  Bald  Ibis  for  G.  eremita,  already  adopted  by 
Collar  & Stuart  (1985),  is  helpful  in  showing  that  there  are  at  least  two  closely  related  species 
and  that  this  one  is  the  more  northern  of  them. 

Spoonbill  Platalea  leucorodia  TO  BECOME  White  Spoonbill 
4,  5.  A name  already  widespread,  and  used  in  Britain  as  long  ago  as  1839  (Yarrell). 

Bean/Pink-footed  Goose  Anser  Jabalis  TO  BE  SPLIT  INTO  TWO  SPECIES 
Bean  Goose  A.  Jabalis 
Pink-footed  Goose  A.  brachyrhynchus 

Phis  was  adopted  by  British  Birds  in  1972  and  by  the  BOU  in  1980  (Ibis  122:  566). 

Shelduck  Tadoma  tadoma  TO  BECOME  Common  Shelduck 

3,  4,  5.  Although  the  adjective  ‘Common’  is  often  best  avoided,  it  was  in  this  case  regarded 
as  appropriate,  and  is  already  widely  used. 

Carolina  Duck  Abe  sponsa  TO  BECOME  Wood  Duck 

4,  Adopted  by  British  Birds  in  1978. 

Mandarin  Duck  Aix  galericulata  TO  REM  AIN  Mandarin  Duck 

2,  4.  This  species  was  listed  as  Mandarin  Duck  by  the  BOU  (1971),  but  simplified  to 
Mandarin  by  British  Birds  (71:  2)  in  1978.  This  is  a similar  case  to  that  of  Marabou  Stork, 
where  a recently  discarded  group  name  can  usefully  be  restored. 

Wigeon  Anas  penelope  TO  BECOME  Eurasian  Wigeon 

3,  4,  5.  Widely  used  (e.g.  AOU  1983)  and  usefully  contrasts  with  American  Wigeon  d. 
americana.  As  noted  under  Great  Bittern  Botaunis  stellaris  (above),  however,  we  would  prefer  to 
avoid  the  use  of  Eurasian,  and  welcome  suggestions  (one  considered,  but  discarded  in  our 
vote,  was  Whistling  Wigeon). 

Teal  Anas  crecca  TO  BECOME  Green-winged  Teal 

3,  4,  5.  In  the  past,  this  English  name  has  been  used  in  Britain  solely  to  describe  the  North 
American  race  A.  c.  carolinensis,  but  is  used  in  North  America  (AOU  1983)  for  the  species,  and 
it  seems  appropriate  that  we  in  Britain  should  conform. 

Black  Duck  Anas  mbripes  TO  BECOME  American  Black  Duck 

4,  5.  This  change  was  adopted  by  British  Birds  in  1984  to  distinguish  this  species  from  the 
African  Black  Duck  ,4.  sparsa  and  the  Pacific  Black  Duck  .4.  superciliosa. 

Pintail  Anas  acuta  TO  BECOME  Northern  Pintail 

3,  4,  5.  Widely  used  (e.g.  AOU  1983;  Madge  & Burn  1988)  and  appropriate. 

Shoveler  Anas  clypeata  TO  BECOME  Northern  Shoveler 

3,  4,  5.  As  Northern  Pintail  (see  above);  it  is  also  convenient  to  have  two  similar  new 
names. 

Pochard  Aythya  ferina  TO  BECOME  Common  Pochard 

3,  4,  5.  Although  Northern  Pochard  might  not  be  inappropriate,  the  AOU  (1983)  has  used 
Common  Pochard,  and  this  was  the  former  name  in  Britain  (Hartert  et  al.  1912). 
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Scaup  Aythya  mania  TO  BECOME  Greater  Scaup 
3,  4,  5.  The  name  used  by,  for  instance,  the  AOU  (1983)  and  Madge  & Burn  (1988). 

Eider  Somateria  mollissima  TO  BECOME  Common  Eider 

3,  4.  Used  not  only  by  the  AOU  (1983)  and  Madge  & Burn  (1988),  but  also  the  old  British 
name  (Hartert  et  at.  1912).  Although  the  adjective  ‘Common’  is  one  which  we  prefer  to  avoid, 
this  is  one  instance  where  it  does  seem  appropriate. 

Common  Scoter  Melanitta  nigra  TO  BECOME  Black  Scoter 

4.  In  many  areas,  this  species  is  not  the  commonest  of  the  scoters.  We  therefore 
recommend  the  adoption  of  the  name  currently  used  in  North  America  (AOU  1983).  [The 
AOU  has  recently  (1987)  suggested  that  it  may  be  best  to  recognise  two  separate  species: 
American  Scoter  M.  americana  and  Black  Scoter  M.  nigra.] 

Goldeneye  Bucephala  clangula  TO  BECOME  Common  Goldeneye 

3,  4.  This  is  nearly  everywhere  the  commonest  goldeneye,  and  the  proposed  name  is  used  . 
by  both  the  AOU  (1983)  and  Madge  & Burn  (1988). 

Honey  Buzzard  Pemis  apivorus  TO  BECOME  Western  Honey-Buzzard 

1,  5.  The  honey-buzzards  in  the  genus  Pemis  are  not  regarded  as  being  closely  related  to  the 
buzzards  in  the  genus  Buteo.  Hyphenation,  therefore,  to  produce  a compound  name,  is  an 
instance  comparable  to  that  adopted  for  the  storm-petrels  (formerly  petrels),  and  the  name 
Honey-Buzzard  was  hyphenated  in  this  way  in  the  British  literature  as  recently  as  1952 
(BOU).  This  species’  eastern  counterpart,  Pemis ptilorhynchus,  which  is  sometimes  regarded  as 
conspecific,  is  known  under  various  names,  such  as  Oriental  Honey-Buzzard  and  Crested 
Honey-Buzzard.  We  recommend  the  name  Western  Honey-Buzzard  to  distinguish  P.  apivorus 
from  that  species  and  also  from  other  southern  honey-buzzards. 

Black  Vulture  Aegypius  monachus  TO  BECOME  Cinereous  Vulture 

4,  5.  The  name  Black  Vulture  is  applied  in  North  America  to  Coragyps  atratus.  The  addition 
of  an  adjective  (such  as  Eurasian)  would  be  inappropriate,  since  the  New  World  vultures  and 
Old  World  vultures  are  regarded  as  quite  unrelated  by  Voous  (1977).  We  propose  the 
adoption  of  the  name  used,  for  instance,  by  Brown,  Urban  & Newman  (1982). 

Dark  Chanting  Goshawk  Melierax  metabates  TO  BECOME  Dark  Chanting- 
Goshawk 

1.  Another  instance  (such  as  those  for  the  storm-petrels  and  honey-buzzards)  where  the 
inclusion  of  a hyphen  demonstrates  that  this  species  is  not  closely  related  to  the  goshawks  in 
the  genus  Accipiter. 

Goshawk  Accipiter  gentilis  TO  BECOME  Northern  Goshawk 
4,  5.  Widely  used  (e.g.  AOU  1983). 

Sparrowhawk  Accipiter  nisus  TO  BECOME  Northern  Sparrowhawk 

3,  4,  5.  We  prefer  the  appropriate  Northern,  which  links  with  Northern  Goshawk  and  has 
been  used  by  King,  Dickinson  & Woodcock  (1975),  to  the  alternatives  used  elsewhere,  such 
as  European  or  Eurasian. 

Buzzard  Buteo  buteo  TO  BECOME  Common  Buzzard 

3,  4,  5.  An  instance  where  the  adjective  Common  is  appropriate;  and  this  was  the  former 
British  name  (Hartert  el  al.  1912). 

Spotted  Eagle  Aquila  clanga  TO  BECOME  Greater  Spotted  Eagle 

3,  4.  The  term  ‘spotted  eagles’  is  occasionally  used,  and  the  adoption  of  this  name  would 
bring  the  Aquila  pomarina/A.  clanga  pair  into  line  with,  for  instance,  Lesser  Sand  Plover/ 
Greater  Sand  Plover  Charadrius  mongolus/C.  leschenaullii. 


Tawny/Steppe  Eagle  Aquila  rapax  TO  REMAIN  Tawny/Steppe  Eagle 
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I he  (.ommittee  firmly  adopted  the  principle  that  a single  English  name  should  be  used 
for  each  species,  but  that  subspecies  did  not  merit  separate  English  names.  The  Committee 
was,  however,  unable  to  resolve  its  differences  concerning  the  relative  merits  of  Tawny  Eagle 
and  Steppe  Eagle  for  this  species,  and  we  note  that  Hollom  el  al.  (1988)  have  treated  Taw'ny 
and  Steppe  Eagles  as  two  separate  species. 

Kestrel  Falco  tinnunculus  TO  BECOME  Common  Kestrel 

3,  4,  5.  With  more  than  a dozen  species  of  Falco  referred  to  as  kestrels,  and  Greater  Kestrel 
already  in  standard  use  for  F.  rupicoloides , we  prefer  to  adopt  Common  Kestrel,  as  used  by,  for 
instance,  Brown,  Urban  & Newman  (1982),  than  the  inappropriate  European  Kestrel  or 
slightly  misleading  Eurasian  Kestrel.  Rock  Kestrel,  used  as  an  alternative  name  by  Brown, 
Urban  & Newman  (1982),  does  not  reflect  its  habitat  over  most  of  its  range. 

Hobby  Falco  subbuteo  TO  BECOME  Northern  Hobby 

4,  5.  In  contrast  to  the  African  h . cuvierii , Oriental  F.  severus  and  Australian  F.  longipennis;  this 
name,  already  used  by  King,  Dickinson  & Woodcock  (1975)  and  the  AOU  (1983),  links  with 
Northern  Goshawk  and  Northern  Sparrowhawk. 

Lanner  Falco  biarmicus  TO  BECOME  Lanner  Falcon 

2,  4.  It  is  only  relatively  recently  that  the  group  name  Falcon  has  been  dropped  from  this 
species  in  the  British  literature.  As  in  the  cases  of  Marabou  Stork  and  Mandarin  Duck,  we 
recommend  restoration  of  the  more  meaningful  and  widely  used  name. 

Saker  Falco  cherrug  TO  BECOME  Saker  Falcon 
2,  4.  As  Lanner  Falcon. 

Gyr  Falcon  Falco  rusticolus  TO  REMAIN  Gyr  Falcon 
2.  This  species  was  listed  as  Gyr  Falcon  by  the  BOU  (1971),  but  the  two  words  have 
increasingly  been  merged  to  become  Gyrfalcon  in  the  ornithological  literature,  a trend  which 
we  deplore. 

Peregrine  Falco  peregrinus  TO  BECOME  Peregrine  Falcon 

2,  4.  We  propose  to  restore  this  species’  former  name  (BOU  1952)  so  that  as  many  species 
as  possible  in  the  genus  Falco  have  Falcon  in  their  name.  (Unless  urged  otherwise,  we  regard 
the  addition  of  Falcon  to  the  long-established  Kestrel,  Merlin  and  Hobby  as  unjustified, 
unlike  the  restoration  of  Falcon  to  those  names  from  which  it  has  relatively  recently  been 
removed.) 

Willow/Red  Grouse  Lagopus  lagopus  TO  REMAIN  Willow/Red  Grouse 

4.  Although  we  consider  that  all  species  should  have  a single  distinct  English  name,  and 
that  no  subspecies  should  be  given  a different  English  name,  we  found  it  impossible  to 
resolve  within  the  Committee  the  merits  of  W illow'  Grouse  (inappropriate  in  a British 
context)  and  Red  Grouse  (a  very  long  established  name  here). 

Capercaillie  Tetrao  urogallus  TO  BECOME  Western  Capercaillie 

4,  5.  A name  already  adopted  by  Alden  (1983)  to  distinguish  this  species  from  the  eastern 
Black-billed  Capercaillie  T.  paivirostris. 

Bobwhite  Quail  Colmns  virginianus  TO  BECOME  Northern  Bobwhite 

4.  Adopted  by  British  Birds  in  1984  to  conform  with  AOU  (1983)  usage. 

Chukar  Alectoris  chukar  TO  BECOME  Chukar  Partridge 
2,  4.  A similar  case  to  Marabou  Stork,  Mandarin  Duck,  Lanner  Falcon,  and  so  on. 

See-see  Ammoperdix  griseogularis  TO  BECOME  See-see  Partridge 
2,  4.  See  Chukar  Partridge  (above). 
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Partridge  Perdix  perdix  TO  BECOME  Grey  Partridge 

3.  This  name  was  adopted  by  British  Birds  (71:  2)  in  1978. 

Quail  Cotumix  cotumix  TO  BECOME  Common  Quail 

4.  5.  The  name  adopted  by,  for  instance,  Urban,  Fry  & Keith  (1986),  and  in  use  in  Britain 
as  long  ago  as  1839  (Yarrell). 

Pheasant  Phasianus  colchicus  TO  BECOME  Common  Pheasant 

3,  4,  5.  Another  instance  where  the  adjective  Common  is  appropriate;  as  with  Common 
Quail,  this  name  was  used  as  long  ago  as  1839  (Yarrell).  The  name  Ring-necked  Pheasant, 
adopted  by  the  AOU  (1983),  is  inappropriate  because  it  applies  only  to  certain  populations 
of  this  widespread  and  variable  species. 

Andalusian  Hemipode  Tumix  sylvatica  TO  BECOME  Striped  Button-Quail 

1 , 2,  5.  Although  several  members  of  the  Committee  regretted  the  disappearance  of  the 
wonderfully  euphonious  name  Andalusian  Hemipode,  it  was  felt  that  the  name  of  this 
species  should  fall  into  line  with  others  in  the  genus  Tumix,  which  are  called  button-quails  or 
quails.  As  in  other  cases  (e.g.  storm-petrel,  honey-buzzard),  hyphenation  is  necessary  to 
distinguish  the  button-quails  in  the  family  Turnicidae  from  the  quails  in  the  family 
Phasianidae.  Although  Little  Button-Quail  has  been  used  for  T.  sylvatica  (e.g.  King, 
Dickinson  & Woodcock  1975;  Urban,  Fry  & Keith  1986),  that  name  has  long  been  applied  to 
the  Australian  T.  velox,  so  we  recommend  the  adoption  of  Striped  Button-Quail. 

Sora  Rail  Porzana  Carolina  TO  BECOME  Sora  Crake 

2.  This  Nearctic  species  is  only  a vagrant  to  our  area,  but  the  move  by  the  AOU  (1983)  to 
drop  its  group  name  is,  we  believe,  a retrograde  step  (see  Marabou  Stork,  Peregrine  Falcon, 
etc.).  Further,  within  the  Rallidae,  we  believe  that  it  is  sensible  that  all  the  long-billed  species 
in  the  genus  Rallus  should  be  known  as  rails  and  all  the  short-billed  species  in  the  genus 
Porzana  as  crakes.  This  species  was  formerly  known  as  Carolina  Crake.  Now,  as  the  odd  one 
out  among  the  Porzana  species,  we  recommend  the  adoption  of  Sora  Crake,  a name  already 
used  by  Alden  & Gooders  (1981). 

Black  Crake  Limnocorax  flavirostra  TO  BECOME  African  Black  Crake 

5.  This  is  necessary  to  distinguish  it  from  the  American  Black  Crake  LcUerallus  jamaicensis. 
This  is  a widespread  New  World  species  which  is  called  Black  Rail  by  the  AOU  (1983),  but 
elsewhere  in  its  range  it  is  called  Black  Crake  (Meyer  de  Schauensee  1982;  Bond  1985),  a 
name  in  keeping  with  all  other  species  in  the  genus.  Alden  & Gooders  (1981)  have  already 
adopted  the  names  African  Black  Crake  and  American  Black  Crake  for  these  two  species. 

Corncrake  Crex  crex  TO  BECOME  Corn  Crake 

2,  4.  Formerly  Land  Rail  or  Com  Crake,  this  species’  name  has  merged  in  the  same  way 
that  Gyr  Falcon  became  Gyrfalcon.  We  believe  that  it  is  more  helpful  to  show  relationships 
by  restoring  the  name  to  its  two  portions,  as  Corn  Crake. 

Moorhen  Gallinula  chloropus  TO  BECOME  Common  Moorhen 

4.  Formerly  called  Common  Gallinule  in  the  USA,  but  now  (AOU  1983)  referred  to  as 
Common  Moorhen. 

American  Purple  Gallinule  Porphyrula  martinica  TO  REMAIN  American 
Purple  Gallinule 

With  the  name  change  proposed  (below)  for  Porphyrio  porphyrio,  the  adjective  American 
becomes  redundant  for  this  species,  but  we  believe  that  it  would  result  in  confusion  to  have 
the  name  Purple  Gallinule  adopted  for  Porphyrula  martinica  simultaneously  with  the  removal  of 
this  English  name  for  Porphyrio  porphyrio. 

Purple  Gallinule  Porphyrio  porphyrio  TO  BECOME  Purple  Swamphen 

3,  4,  5.  Confusion  with  Porphyrula  martinica  can  be  removed  completely  by  adoption  of  the 
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name  widely  used  elsewhere  in  the  world  already  (e.g.  King,  Dickinson  & Woodcock  1975; 
Urban,  Fry  & Keith  1986). 

Coot  Fulica  atm  TO  BECOME  Black  Coot 

3,  5.  A name  which  (as  with  Black  Scoter)  we  prefer  to  Common  Coot,  European  Coot, 
Eurasian  Coot,  and  so  on,  which  are  all  less  appropriate  for  various  reasons. 

Crested  Coot  Fulica  cristata  TO  BECOME  Red-knobbed  Coot 

4,  6.  This  species  does  not  have  a crest;  it  does  have  two  small  red  knobs.  The  name  Red- 
knobbed  Coot  has  long  been  in  use  throughout  sub-Saharan  Africa  and  has  been  adopted  by, 
for  example,  Urban,  Fry  & Keith  (1986). 

Crane  Grus  grus  TO  BECOME  Common  Crane 

3,  4,  5.  One  of  the  few  instances  where  the  adjective  Common  is  appropriate;  it  was  also 
the  former  British  name  (Flartert  et  at.  1912). 

Siberian  White  Crane  Gms  leucogeranus  TO  BECOME  Siberian  Crane 

4,  7. 

Painted  Snipe  Rostratula  benghalensis  TO  BECOME  Greater  Painted-Snipe 

1, 4,  5.  l he  inclusion  of  the  hyphen  is  intended  to  stress  the  dissimilarities  of  the  painted- 
snipes  within  the  Rostratulidae  and  the  true  snipes  Callinago  in  the  Scolopacidae  (we  prefer 
Painted-snipe  to  the  awkward-looking  Paintedsnipe  used  by,  for  instance,  King,  Dickinson 
& Woodcock  1975).  The  adjective  Greater  is  that  usually  used  to  distinguish  this  species 
from  the  South  American  Painted-Snipe  Nycticryphes  semicollaris. 

Oystercatcher  Haematopus  ostralegus  TO  BECOME  Northern  Pied  Oyster- 
catcher 

3,  5.  Although  it  will  inevitably  remain  merely  as  Oystercatcher  in  common  field  use 
throughout  the  Western  Palearctic,  there  is  a need  for  a unique  world  name.  Haematopus 
ostralegus  is  closely  related  to  the  Australasian  //.  longirostris,  which  the  RAOU  (1978)  and 
Hayman,  Marchant  & Prater  (1986)  called  Pied  Oystercatcher,  but  which  White  & Bruce 
(1986)  named  Australian  Pied  Oystercatcher  . 

Avocet  Recurvirostra  avosetta  TO  BECOME  Pied  Avocet 

3,  4,  5.  This  name  was  adopted  by  King,  Dickinson  & Woodcock  (1975)  and  Hayman. 
Marchant  & Prater  (1986). 

Stone  Curlew  or  Stone-curlew  Burhinus  oedicnemus  TO  BECOME  Northern 
Thick-knee 

2.  Other  species  in  the  genera  Burhinus  and  Esacus  are  generally  known  as  Thick-knee  or 
Dikkop.  Restoration  to  B.  oedicnemus  of  the  old  Norfolk  name  of  Thick-knee  is  surely  to  be 
welcomed;  the  addition  of  the  adjective  Northern  is  appropriate. 

Egyptian  Plover  Pluvianus  aegyptius  TO  BECOME  Crocodile-Plover 

1,  5,  6.  This  strange  species  is  clearly  not  closely  related  to  the  plovers  in  the  family 
Charadriidae.  It  has  been  included  with  the  coursers  and  pratincoles  in  the  Glareolidae,  but 
the  names  Egyptian  Courser  or  Egyptian  Pratincole  would  be  inappropriate.  It  has  also  been 
known  as  the  Crocodile-bird  and,  of  many  possible  names,  we  recommend  the  adoption  of 
Crocodile-Plover. 

Killdeer  Charadrius  vociferus  TO  BECOME  Killdeer  Plover 

2.  This  Nearctic  species  is  only  a vagrant  to  our  area,  and  the  AOU  (1983)  retains  its  name 
as  simply  Killdeer.  It  was,  however,  not  until  1971  that  the  group  name  Plover  was  dropped 
by  the  BOU  (1952,  1971)  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic.  With  two  exceptions,  all  other  West 
Palearctic  species  in  the  Charadriidae  are  called  Plover. 

Kittlitz’s  Sand  Plover  Charadrius  pecuarius  TO  BECOME  Kittlitz’s  Plover 

4,  7.  We  deplore  the  contraction  of.  for  instance,  Lesser  Sand  Plover  to  lesser  Sandplover; 
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Kentish  Plover  is  not  known  as  Kentish  Sand  Plover,  so  we  prefer  the  word  Sand  to  be 
restricted  to  the  two  species  C.  mongolus  and  C.  leschenaultii. 

Dotterel  Charadrius  morinellus  TO  BECOME  Mountain  Dotterel 
5. 

Lesser  Golden  Plover  Pluvialis  dominica  TO  BE  SPLIT  INTO  TWO  SPECIES 

(Knox  1987) 

American  Golden  Plover  P.  dominica 
Pacific  Golden  Plover  P.  fulva 

3,  5.  These  names  have  already  been  adopted  by  Hayman,  Marchant  & Prater  (1986). 

Golden  Plover  Pluvialis  apricaria  TO  BECOME  European  Golden  Plover 

3,  5.  Although  the  breeding  distribution  does  extend  into  Asia,  this  is  largely  a European 
bird  and  we  regard  European  Golden  Plover  as  far  preferable  to  Eurasian  Golden  Plover.  The 
name  Greater  Golden  Plover,  adopted  by  the  AOU  (1983),  is  not  appropriate  as  we  no  longer 
have  a Lesser  Golden  Plover. 

Blackhead  Plover  Hoplopterus  tectus  TO  BECOME  Black-headed  Plover 

4,  6.  Called  Black-headed  Lapwing  or  Blackhead  Plover  by  Urban,  Fry  & Keith  (1986),  but 
Black-headed  Plover  by  Hayman,  Marchant  & Prater  (1986)  which  we  greatly  prefer. 

Lapwing  Vanellus  vanellus  TO  BECOME  Northern  Lapwing 
4,  5.  Of  the  24  species  in  the  genus  Vanellus  (in  the  broad  view  of  the  genus,  rather  than  the 
narrow  view  adopted  by  Voous  1977),  Hayman,  Marchant  & Prater  (1986)  used  Lapwing  for 
13  and  Plover  for  1 1,  with  no  apparent  logic,  apart  from  tradition  (and  even  that  is  debatable 
in  a number  of  instances).  Some  members  of  the  BOU  Records  Committee  would  be  in 
favour  of  a return  to  the  old  British  name  of  Green  Plover  for  V.  vanellus , to  conform  with  the 
other  West  Palearctic  species  in  the  Charadriidae  known  as  Plover.  The  majority  view, 
however,  was  that  the  now-well-established  name  Lapwing  should  be  retained,  with  the 
addition  of  the  adjective  Northern  to  distinguish  it  from  the  dozen-or-so  other  species  known 
as  Lapwing.  Northern  Lapwing  is  the  name  used  by  Hayman,  Marchant  & Prater  (1986). 
Urban,  Fry  & Keith  (1986)  treated  all  the  Vanellus-ty pe  plovers  as  lapwings. 

Knot  Calidris  canutus  TO  BECOME  Red  Knot 

3,  4.  We  preferred  Red  Knot  (as  used  by  AOU  1983;  Hayman,  Marchant  & Prater  1986), 
rather  than  Lesser  Knot  (in  contrast  to  Great  Knot  C.  tenuirostris) . 

Red-necked  Stint  Calidris  ruficollis  TO  BECOME  Rufous-necked  Stint 

4,  6.  This  species  has  only  recently  been  added  to  the  West  Palearctic  list.  The  names  Red- 
necked Stint  and  Rufous-necked  Stint  appear  to  be  used  about  equally  in  the  English- 
language  checklists.  The  colour  is  nearer  to  rufous  than  to  red  (but,  since  the  BOURC  made 
this  recommendation,  Hayman,  Marchant  & Prater  1986  have  plumped  for  Red-necked 
Stint).  We  welcome  opinions. 

Snipe  Gallinago  gallinago  TO  BECOME  Common  Snipe 

3,  4,  5.  Restoration  of  this  species’  former  British  name  (BOU  1952)  is  appropriate. 

Woodcock  Scolopax  rusticola  TO  BECOME  Eurasian  Woodcock 

4,  5.  Despite  the  BOURC’s  reluctance  to  use  the  word  Eurasian,  no  suitable  alternative 
could  be  found  (Roding  Woodcock  had  some  supporters,  but  was  thought  to  be  potentially 
confusing),  and  this  name  has  now  been  used  by,  for  instance,  King,  Dickinson  & Woodcock 
(1975)  and  Hayman,  Marchant  & Prater  (1986).  We  welcome  proposals. 

Little  Whimbrel  Numenius  minutus  TO  BECOME  Little  Curlew 

4,  6.  This  species  has  only  recently  been  added  to  the  West  Palearctic  list.  Although  it 
shows  resemblances  to  the  Whimbrel  Numenius  phaeopus , its  closest  relation  is  the  Eskimo 
Curlew  N.  borealis.  If  N.  minutus  is  named  Little  Whimbrel,  then  an  adjective  needs  to  be 
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added  to  Whimbrel  for  N.  phaeopus  (e.g.  Great  Whimbrel).  For  these  two  reasons,  Little 
Curlew  (the  name  adopted  by  the  RAOU  1978  and  Hayman,  Marchant  & Prater  1986)  was 
preferred  to  Little  Whimbrel. 

Curlew  Numenius  arquata  TO  BECOME  Western  Curlew 

3,  5.  We  preferred  Western  Curlew,  in  contrast  to  the  Eastern  Curlew  (or  Far  Eastern 
Curlew)  N.  madagascarwnsis  of  Siberia,  rather  than  Common,  European  or  Eurasian  Curlew, 
all  of  which  were  inappropriate  to  various  degrees  and  for  various  reasons. 

Redshank  Tringa  totanus  TO  BECOME  Common  Redshank 

3,  4.  Restoration  of  this  species’  old  British  name  (Hartert  et  al.  1912)  is  wholly 
appropriate. 

Greenshank  Tringa  nebularia  TO  BECOME  Common  Greenshank 

4,  5.  A name  that  is  already  widely  used  and  not  inappropriate  in  contrast  to  the  Asiatic 
Nordmann’s  Greenshank  (or  Spotted  Greenshank)  Tringa  guttifer,  the  name  linking  with  that 
chosen  for  T.  totanus. 

Grey-rumped  Tattler  Heteroscelus  brevipes  TO  BECOME  Grey-tailed  Tattler 

4.  This  species  has  only  just  been  added  to  the  British  and  Irish  list  (Ibis  130:  334). 
Formerly  known  here  as  Grey-rumped  Sandpiper,  but  the  generally  accepted  name  is  now 
Grey-tailed  Tattler  (e.g.  Hayman,  Marchant  & Prater  1986). 

Turnstone  Armaria  interpres  TO  BECOME  Ruddy  Turnstone 

4,  5.  The  standard  name  for  this  widespread  species  (e.g.  AOU  1983;  Hayman,  Marchant 
& Prater  1986). 

Common  Gull  Larus  canus  TO  BECOME  Mew  Gull 

4,  6.  Perhaps  the  most  inappropriate  use  of  the  adjective  Common  among  current  bird 
names:  almost  nowhere  is  it  the  most  commonly  occurring  gull.  Although  recent  British 
authors  (e.g.  Grant  1982;  Harrison  1983)  have  retained  the  name  Common  Cull,  and  there 
have  been  unsuccessful  attempts  in  Britain  in  the  past  to  popularise  the  name  Mew  Gull  (e.g. 
Nicholson  1949),  the  latter  is  now  widely  used  elsewhere  (e.g.  AOU  1983;  L rban,  Fry  & 
Keith  1986)  and  we  recommend  its  general  adoption. 

Kittiwake  Rissa  tridactyla  TO  BECOME  Black-legged  Kittiwake 

4,  5.  The  generally  accepted  name  (e.g.  AOU  1983;  Harrison  1983)  to  distinguish  this 
species  from  Red-legged  Kittiwake  R.  breinrostris. 

Crested  Tern  Sterna  bergii  TO  BECOME  Greater  Crested  Tern 

3,  4.  We  prefer  Greater  Crested  Tern,  in  contrast  to  Lesser  Crested  Tern  S.  bengalensis, 
rather  than  the  usual  alternative,  Swift  Tern. 

Guillemot  Uria  aalge  TO  BECOME  Common  Guillemot 

3.  Known  in  North  America  as  Common  Murre  (AOU  1983),  so  a return  to  the  old  British 
name  (Hartert  et  al.  1912)  would  at  least  introduce  identical  adjectives  (Common)  on  both 
sides  of  the  Atlantic. 

Puffin  Fratercula  arctica  TO  BECOME  Atlantic  Puffin 

4,  5.  This  widely  used  name  (e.g.  AOU  1983;  Harrison  1983)  is  appropriate. 

Rock  Dove  Columba  livia  TO  BECOME  Rock  Pigeon 

1,  2,  4.  After  consultation  with  the  author  of  the  definitive  work  (Goodwin  1970),  we 
recommend  that  the  structurally  more  robust  members  of  the  Columbidae  in  the  genus 
Columba  should  be  referred  to  as  pigeons,  whereas  the  more  delicately  built  species,  mostly  in 
the  genus  Streptopelia,  should  be  referred  to  as  doves. 

Stock  Dove  Columba  omas  TO  BECOME  Stock  Pigeon 

1,  2.  See  Rock  Pigeon  (above). 
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Yellow-eyed  Stock  Dove  Columba  eversmanni  TO  BECOME  Yellow-eyed 
Pigeon 

1,  2,  7.  See  Rock  Pigeon  (above). 

Woodpigeon  Columba  palumbus  TO  BECOME  Common  Wood  Pigeon 

2,  5.  This  is  by  far  the  most  common  and  widespread  of  the  various  species  in  the  world 
which  are  referred  to  as  Wood  Pigeons.  Separation  of  Woodpigeon  into  two  words,  Wood 
Pigeon,  follows  the  same  principle  as  that  adopted  for  Gyr  Falcon,  Corn  Crake,  and  so  on. 

Long-toed  Pigeon  Columba  trocaz  TO  BECOME  Trocaz  Pigeon 

4.  Used  by  Goodwin  (1970). 

Bolle’s  Laurel  Pigeon  Columba  bollii  TO  BECOME  Bolle’s  Pigeon 

7. 

Pink-headed  Turtle  Dove  Streptopelia  roseogrisea  TO  BECOME  Pink-headed 
Dove 

4,  7.  The  appearance  and  relationships  of  this  species  are,  in  any  case,  closer  to  those  of 
Collared  Dove  S.  decaocto  than  Turtle  Dove  S.  turtur. 

Rufous  Turtle  Dove  Streptopelia  orientalis  TO  BECOME  Eastern  Turtle  Dove 
4.  This  species  is  known  as  Rufous  Turtle  Dove  only  in  Britain,  where  it  is  a vagrant.  It  is 
generally  known  either  as  Eastern  Turtle  Dove  (e.g.  Goodwin  1970)  or  Oriental  Turtle  Dove 
(e.g.  King,  Dickinson  & Woodcock  1975).  Since  the  distribution  is  not  restricted  to  the 
Orient,  a majority  of  members  preferred  the  adjective  Eastern  (although  a minority  voted  for 
Oriental,  in  line  with  the  scientific  name).  We  welcome  comments. 

Ring-necked  Parakeet  Psittacula  krameti  TO  BECOME  Rose-ringed  Para- 
keet 

4. 

Jacobin  Cuckoo  Clamator  jacobinus  TO  BECOME  Pied  Cuckoo 
4. 

Cuckoo  Cuculus  canorus  TO  BECOME  Common  Cuckoo 

3,  4.  A return  to  the  old  British  name  (Yarrell  1839),  and  one  which  has  been  adopted  even 
in  the  USA  (AOU  1983),  where  it  is  only  a vagrant. 

Scops  Owl  Otus  scops  TO  BECOME  European  Scops  Owl 

3,  5.  The  range  of  this  species  extends  marginally  outside  Europe,  but  European  is  more 
appropriate  than  the  alternative  names  Common  or  Eurasian. 

Hume’s  Tawny  Owl  Strix  butleri  TO  BECOME  Hume’s  Owl 

7.  A name  adopted  by  Mikkola  (1983),  who  pointed  out  how  dissimilar  this  species  is  from 
Tawny  Owl  Strix  aluco. 

Nightjar  Caprimulgus  europaeus  TO  BECOME  European  Nightjar 

3,  4,  5.  The  adjective  European  is  appropriate  not  only  because  of  this  species’  largely 
European  distribution,  but  also  since  it  reflects  the  scientific  name. 

Nighthawk  Chordeiles  minor  TO  BECOME  Common  Nighthawk 

4.  Adopted  by  British  Birds  (71:  2)  in  1978. 

Needle-tailed  Swift  Hirundapus  caudacutus  TO  BECOME  White-throated 
Needletail 

4,  5.  There  are  many  ‘needle-tailed  swifts’.  This  species  is  widely  known  elsewhere  as 
White-throated  Needletail  (e.g.  King,  Dickinson  & Woodcock  1975;  RAOU  1978).  Several 
members  of  the  Committee  argued  forcefully  for  the  retention  of  the  word  Swift  (White- 
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throated  Needletail  Swift),  to  retain  the  group  name  (principle  2),  but  the  majority  view  was 
for  the  shorter  name. 

Swift  Apus  apus  TO  BECOME  Common  Swift 

3,  4,  5.  The  former  British  name  (Yarrell  1839)  and  widely  used  elsewhere  (e.g.  AOU 
1983). 

Palm  Swift  Cypsiurus  parvus  TO  BECOME  African  Palm  Swift 

4,  5.  The  name  used  by,  for  instance,  Clancey  (1980)  and  Alden  & Gooders  (1981)  to 
distinguish  this  species  from  the  Asian  Palm  Swift  C.  balasiensis. 

White-breasted  Kingfisher  Halcyon  smymensis  TO  BECOME  White-throated 
Kingfisher 

4.  Although  some  members  favoured  a return  to  the  former  Smyrna  Kingfisher  (reflecting 
the  scientific  name),  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  most  commonly  used  English  name  within  the 
species’  usual  range  is  White-throated  Kingfisher. 

Kingfisher  Alcedo  atthis  TO  BECOME  River  Kingfisher 

3,  5.  Given  as  an  alternative  name  by  Alden  & Gooders  (1981)  and  preferred  to  the 
mundane  (and  often  untrue)  alternative,  Common  Kingfisher. 

Bee-eater  Merops  apiaster  TO  BECOME  European  Bee-eater 

3,  4,  5.  The  name  adopted  by  Fry  (1984). 

Roller  Coracias  garrulus  TO  BECOME  European  Roller 
3,  4,  5.  Appropriate  on  the  basis  of  range,  and  also  linking  with  European  Bee-eater. 

Wryneck  Jynx  torquilla  TO  BECOME  Northern  Wryneck 

5. 

Levaillant’s  Green  Woodpecker  Ficus  vaillantii  TO  BECOME  Levaillant’s 
Woodpecker 

7. 

Woodlark  Lullula  arborea  TO  BECOME  Wood  Lark 
2,  4. 

Oriental  Skylark  Alauda  gulgula  TO  BECOME  Oriental  Sky  Lark 

2,  4.  A recent  addition  to  the  West  Palearctic  list  (Bril.  Birds  79:  186-197).  Although  the 
names  Little  or  Small  Sky  Lark  are  sometimes  used,  we  prefer  the  adjective  Oriental,  since 
there  is  extensive  overlap  in  measurements  between  this  species  and  Sky  Lark  ,4.  arvensis. 

Skylark  Alauda  an<ensis  TO  BECOME  Sky  Lark 
2. 

Shore  Lark  Eremophila  alpestris  TO  BECOME  Homed  Lark 

3.  This  species  is  far  more  well  known  in  the  Nearctic  than  in  the  Palearctic.  It  is  a bird 
found  typically  on  the  shore  only  in  its  rather  unimportant  west  European  wintering  areas. 
This  is  its  well-established  North  American  name  (AOU  1983). 

Crag  Martin  Ptyonoprogne  rupestris  TO  REMAIN  Crag  Martin 
The  Dusky  Martin  P.  concolor  of  Southern  Asia  is  frequently  associated  with  old  buildings 
rather  than  crags. 

Swallow  Hirundo  rustica  TO  BECOME  Bam  Swallow 
3,  4,  5.  The  North  Americans  (AOU  1983)  and,  subsequently,  many  English-speaking 
ornithologists  throughout  this  species’  wide  range  (e.g.  King,  Dickinson  & Woodcock  1975) 
have  used  this  delightfully  appropriate  name. 
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Cliff  Swallow  Hirundo  pyrrhonota  TO  BECOME  American  Cliff  Swallow 

5.  Although  the  AOU  (1983)  uses  the  name  ClifT  Swallow,  the  addition  of  an  extra 
adjective  is  necessary  to  distinguish  it  from  various  African  species,  including  the  recently 
discovered  Red  Sea  Cliff  Swallow  H.  perdita , which  could  occur  in  the  West  Palearctic. 

Rock  Pipit  Anthus  spinoletta  TO  BE  SPLIT  INTO  THREE  SPECIES 
Water  Pipit  Anthus  spinoletta 
Rock  Pipit  Anthus  petrosus 

Buff-bellied  Pipit  Anthus  rubescens 

3,  5,  6.  With  the  splitting  of  A.  spinoletta  into  three  separate  species  (Knox  1988),  we 
recommend  that  the  names  Water  Pipit  (previously  applied  to  the  alpine-breeding  and 
lowland,  inland-water  wintering  races)  and  Rock  Pipit  be  retained.  Although  the  name 
American  Pipit  has  been  applied  in  the  past  to  A.  (s.)  rubescens  (e.g.  BOU  1952),  its 
distribution  is  as  much  East  Palearctic  as  Nearctic  and  the  name  Buff-bellied  Pipit,  proposed 
by  Per  Alstrom  (verbally),  was  endorsed  by  the  founder  members  of  the  West  Palearctic  List 
Committee  in  1986. 

Pied  Wagtail  Motacilla  alba  TO  REMAIN  Pied  Wagtail 

All  races  of  this  species  are  pied;  none  is  white. 

Yellow-vented  Bulbul  Pycnonotus  xanthopygos  TO  BECOME  White- 
spectacled  Bulbul 

5,  6.  With  the  name  Yellow-vented  Bulbul  already  used  for  P.  goiavier  by  King,  Dickinson  & 
Woodcock  (1975)  and  for  P.  barbatus  by  Williams  & Arlott  (1980),  an  alternative  name  is 
needed.  Voous  (1977)  used  Black-capped  Bulbul,  but  we  prefer  to  draw  attention  to  a more 
diagnostic  feature  of  the  species,  with  the  name  White-spectacled  Bulbul. 

Common  Bulbul  Pyatonotus  barbatus  TO  BECOME  Garden  Bulbul 

6.  There  are  over  60  species  in  the  family  Pycnonotidae  to  which  the  name  Bulbul  has  been 
applied,  and  this  one  is  the  commonest  only  in  parts  of  Africa.  In  proposing  the  name 
Garden  Bulbul,  which  is  already  used  by  Alden  & Gooders  (1981),  we  have  deliberately 
chosen  to  refer  to  one  of  the  species’  most  frequent  habitats. 

Waxwing  Bombycilla  garrulus  TO  BECOME  Bohemian  Waxwing 

4,  5.  With  its  meaning  as  ‘a  wanderer  with  irregular  habits’,  the  adjective  is  delightfully 
appropriate,  was  a former  name  of  the  species  in  Britain  (Yarrell  1839),  and  is  the 
established  name  in  North  America  (AOU  1983). 

Dipper  Cinclus  cinclus  TO  BECOME  White-throated  Dipper 

4,  5.  This  descriptive  name  was  used  by,  for  example,  King,  Dickinson  & Woodcock 
(1975). 

Wren  Troglodytes  troglodytes  TO  BECOME  Northern  Wren 
4,  5.  Although  the  AOU  (1983)  calls  this  species  Winter  Wren,  that  name  is  not 
appropriate  within  the  bulk  of  the  species’  range,  where  there  are  no  migratory  wrens  in 
comparison  with  which  T.  troglodytes  is  the  one  that  stays  for  the  winter.  This  is,  however,  the 
most  northerly  wren  in  the  world,  and  the  name  Northern  Wren,  already  adopted  by  King, 
Dickinson  & Woodcock  (1975),  would  be  appropriate  throughout  its  range. 

Dunnock  Prunella  modularis  TO  BECOME  Hedge  Accentor 
2.  Although  not  a sparrow  (Passeridae),  this  species  was  known  as  Hedge-Sparrow  until 
1953,  when  British  Birds  (46:  3)  adopted  the  name  Dunnock,  but  with  Hedge  Sparrow  as  an 
alternative.  The  other  12  species  in  the  Prunellidae  are  all  referred  to  as  Accentor.  In 
retrospect,  it  would  have  been  logical  to  have  changed  the  name  in  1953  to  Hedge  Accentor, 
but,  instead,  the  archaic  English  name  Dunnock  was  resurrected.  In  an  attempt  to  resolve 
this  anomaly,  Harrison  (1982)  changed  the  names  of  all  the  other  species  in  the  genus 
Prunella  to  Dunnock  (e.g.  Alpine  Dunnock  P.  collaris , Siberian  Dunnock  P.  montaneUa ),  calling 
P.  modularis  European  Dunnock.  Much  as  we  like  the  name  Dunnock  (‘brown  and  small  ) in 
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its  own  right,  it  seems  unreasonable  to  try  to  impose  this  strictly  English  name  for  use 
throughout  the  world  on  species  which  seldom  or  never  occur  here.  Although  certain 
members  of  the  Committee  passionately  defended  the  retention  of  Dunnock,  the  majority  of 
the  Committee  favoured  the  simple  change  to  Hedge  Accentor.  Traditionalists  who  urge  the 
retention  of  old  English  names  may  care  to  note  that  British  Birds  did  not  introduce  the  name 
Dunnock  for  this  species  until  1953  (and  the  BOU  not  until  1971),  but  that  the  name  Hedge 
Accentor  was  in  use  as  long  ago  as  1839  (Yarrell). 

Rufous  Bush  Chat  or  Rufous  Bush  Robin  Cercotrichas  galactotes  TO 
BECOME  Rufous  Scrub-Robin 

1,  4.  As  opinions  concerning  the  taxonomic  affinities  of  this  species  have  changed,  so  has 
its  name:  Rufous  Warbler  (BOU  1952),  to  Rufous  Bush  Chat  (BOU  1971)  to  Rufous  Bush 
Robin.  While  considering  mere  hyphenation,  to  give  the  name  Rufous  Bush-Robin,  we  felt 
that  it  was  appropriate  to  follow  the  line  adopted  by  Serle,  Morel  & Hartwig  (1977)  and 
Alden  & Gooders  ( 1981 ),  who  have  used  Scrub-Robin  for  all  species  in  the  genus  Cercotrichas. 

Black  Bush  Robin  Cercotrichas  podobe  TO  BECOME  Black  Scrub-Robin 

2,  4.  See  Rufous  Scrub-Robin  (above). 

Robin  Erithacus  rubecula  TO  BECOME  European  Robin 

3,  4,  5. 

Nightingale  Luscinia  megarhynchos  TO  BECOME  Common  Nightingale 

3. 

Redstart  Phoenicians  Phoenicians  TO  BECOME  Common  Redstart 

3,  5. 

Canary  Islands  Stonechat  Saxicola  dacotiae  TO  REMAIN  Canary  Islands 
Stonechat 

It  is  not  clear  whether  S.  dacotiae  was  derived  from  Stonechat  S.  lorquata  or  Whinchat  S. 
rubetra  (Hall  & Moreau  1970),  and  the  name  Canary  Islands  Chat  may  therefore  be  more 
appropriate.  We  welcome  opinions. 

Stonechat  Saxicola  torquata  TO  BECOME  Common  Stonechat 

3,  5.  There  are  two  closely  related  species  elsewhere  in  the  world:  the  Reunion  Stonechat 
S.  tectes  and  the  White-tailed  Stonechat  5.  leucura.  These  are  both  sometimes  treated  as 
conspecific  with  S.  torquata,  so  giving  them  all  a common  ground  name  draws  attention  to 
their  similarities. 

Ant-chat  Myrmecocichla  aethiops  TO  BECOME  Northern  Ant-Chat 

5.  This  species,  known  as  the  Anteater  Chat  by  Williams  & Arlott  (1980),  forms  a 
superspecies  with  the  Ant-eating  Chat  .If.  formicivora  of  Southern  Africa.  We  think  it  would  be 
more  appropriate  to  call  them  Northern  and  Southern  Ant-Chat  respectively,  as  already 
adopted  by  Alden  & Gooders  (1981). 

Wheatear  Oenanthe  oenanthe  TO  BECOME  Northern  Wheatear 

3,  4,  5.  This  name  was  recommended  by  Clement  & Harris  (1987)  and  had  already  been 
adopted  by  the  AOU  (1983). 

Eastern  Pied  Wheatear  Oenanthe  picata  TO  BECOME  Variable  Wheatear 

4,  6.  The  former  name  might  be  taken  as  indicating  that  O.  picata  is  an  eastern  fonn  of  0. 
pleschanka,  so  we  recommend  the  name  adopted  by  Alden  (1983)  for  this  variable  species.  It  is 
possible  that  there  are  no  valid  records  of  this  species  for  the  West  Palearctic  (Brit.  Birds  80: 
153). 

White-crowned  Black  Wheatear  Oenanthe  leucopyga  TO  BECOME  White- 
tailed Black  Wheatear 

6.  Since  many  individuals  of  this  species  do  not  exhibit  a white  crown,  but  all  have  a 
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largely  white  tail  (which  distinguishes  them  from  all  Black  Wheatears  0.  leucura),  this  name 
change  is  recommended. 

Rock  Thrush  Monticola  saxatilis  TO  BECOME  Mountain  Rock  Thrush 

3,  5.  There  are  many  species  which  have  in  their  name  the  elements  Rock  Thrush,  so  an 
additional  adjective  was  required.  This  new  name  is  proposed. 

Olive-backed  Thrush  Cathams  ustulatus  TO  BECOME  Swainson’s  Thrush 

4.  Adopted  by  British  Birds  in  1978  (71:  2). 

Blackbird  Turdus  merula  TO  BECOME  Common  Blackbird 

4,  5.  No  other  species  is  called  Black  Thrush,  and  this  would  clearly  be  the  best  name 
(applying  principle  2),  but  the  name  Blackbird  has  such  a long  history  and  is  so  well 
established  for  this  very  common  and  familiar  garden  bird  that  we  lacked  the  courage  to 
suggest  a major  change.  It  is  worth  noting,  however,  that  MacGillivray  (1839)  adopted  the 
name  Black  Thrush. 

Eye-browed  Thrush  Turdus  obscurus  TO  BECOME  Eyebrowed  Thrush 

6,  7.  This  tiny  change  merely  corrects  the  English  usage  (unlike  Yellow-browed  Warbler 
Phylloscopus  inomatus , which  has  a brow  which  is  yellow,  this  species  has  an  eyebrow,  not  a 
brow  which  resembles  an  eye). 

Dusky /Naumann’s  Thrush  Turdus  naumanni  TO  BECOME  Dusky  Thrush 

7.  Selecting  a single  name  for  a species  which  has  previously  had  separate  English  names 
applied  to  the  different  races  is  never  easy,  but  the  adjective  dusky  can  be  applied  no  less 
appropriately  to  T.  n.  naumanni  than  to  7'.  n.  eunomus;  Howard  & Moore  (1980)  had  already 
made  this  decision. 

Black-throated/Red-throated  Thrush  Turdus  ruficollis  TO  BECOME  Dark- 
throated  Thrush 

4,  7.  As  with  Dusky  Thrush  (see  above),  a single  name,  equally  descriptive  for  both  races, 
is  needed;  we  recommend  the  name  adopted  by  Alden  (1983). 

American  Robin  Turdus  migratorius  TO  REMAIN  American  Robin 

The  retention  of  this  name  (which  ought  to  be  changed,  following  principle  1)  is  in 
acknowledgment  of  its  long-established  use  in  North  America  (AOU  1983);  indeed,  several 
American  species  in  the  genus  Turdus  are  given  the  name  Robin. 

Whitethroat  Sylvia  communis  TO  BECOME  Common  Whitethroat 

3. 

Plain  Willow  Warbler  Phylloscopus  neglectus  TO  BECOME  Plain  Warbler 

7. 

Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus  collybita  TO  BECOME  Common  Chiffchaff 

3.  The  alternative,  Woodland  ChifTchalf,  in  contrast  to  Mountain  ChiffchalT  P.  sindianus, 
was  preferred  by  only  a minority  of  the  Committee. 

Brown  Flycatcher  Muscicapa  latirostris  TO  BECOME  Asian  Brown  Fly- 
catcher 

4,  5.  Although  recently  named  Gray-breasted  Elycatcherby  the  AOU  (1987),  Asian  Brown 
Flycatcher  is  the  name  widely  used  throughout  the  species’  main  range  (e.g.  King,  Dickinson 
& Woodcock  1975). 

Bearded  Tit  Panurus  biarmicus  TO  BECOME  Bearded  Parrotbill 

1.  Restricting  the  name  l it  to  species  in  the  family  Paridae,  and  wishing  to  indicate  the 
probable  relationship  of  this  species,  we  considered  Bearded  Tit-Babbler,  but  dismissed  that 
since  the  name  Tit-Babbler  is  used  for  several  species  in  the  genera  Macronous  and 
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Micromacronous ; whereas  Panurus  biannicus  appears  to  be  more  closely  related  to  Conostoma  and 
Paradoxomis,  all  of  which  are  known  as  Parrotbills.  We  considered,  but  dismissed,  the  use  of 
the  old  British  name  Reedling  which  is  unhelpful  in  not  indicating  the  species’  probable 
relationship  (comparable  to  the  unfortunate  introduction  ofDunnock  for  Prunella  modularis  35 
years  ago).  Although  actually  whiskered  or  moustached  (rather  than  bearded),  we  preferred 
to  retain  at  least  part  of  the  species’  previous  English  name. 

Brown  Babbler  Turdoides  sqnamiceps  TO  BECOME  Arabian  Babbler 

6.  Brown  Babbler  has  long  been  used  for  the  African  T.  plebejus , and  the  proposed  name, 
already  used  by  Heinzel,  fitter  & Parslow  (1972)  and  Hollom  et  al.  (1988),  accurately  reflects 
its  distribution. 

Long-tailed  Tit  Aegithalos  caudatus  TO  BECOME  Long-tailed  Bush-Tit 

1 Restricting  use  of  the  name  Tit  to  species  in  the  Paridae,  we  have  proposed  a relatively 
minor  name  change,  so  that  all  species  in  the  Aegithalidae  are  known  as  Bush- Pits  (as  those 
in  the  genus  Psaltriparus  are  already).  The  objection  that  the  genera  Aegithalos  and  Psaltriparus 
form  an  artificial  grouping  and  are  not  closely  related  may  be  valid.  We  welcome  comments, 
and  suggestions  for  an  alternative  name  which  would  not  imply  a close  relationship  with  the 
Paridae. 

Nuthatch  Sitta  europaea  TO  BECOME  Wood  Nuthatch 
3,  5.  We  preferred  a new  evocative  name  to  the  use  of,  for  instance,  Common  Nuthatch. 

Great  Rock  Nuthatch  Sitta  tephronota  TO  BECOME  Eastern  Rock  Nuthatch 

3,  5,  6. 

Rock  Nuthatch  Sitta  neumayer  TO  BECOME  Western  Rock  Nuthatch 

3,  5. 

Treecreeper  Certhia  familiaris  TO  BECOME  Common  Treecreeper 

3,  4,  5.  The  AOU  (1983)  referred  to  this  species  as  European  Treecreeper,  but  that  is 
hardly  an  appropriate  name  considering  the  world  distribution  of  Short-toed  Treecreeper  C. 
brachydactyla.  Common  Treecreeper  is,  perhaps,  hardly  more  appropriate,  and  we  welcome 
proposals  for  a suitable  distinctive  name  for  this  species. 

Penduline  Tit  Remiz  pendulinus  TO  BECOME  Masked  Penduline-Tit 

1,  3,  5.  With  the  name  Tit  restricted  to  the  species  in  the  Paridae,  the  use  of  Penduline-Tit 
as  a compound  name  seems  the  simplest  change;  we  have  coined  the  name  Masked 
Penduline-Tit  as  a descriptive  name  for  this  species. 

Nile  Valley  Sunbird  Anthreptes  metallicus  TO  BECOME  Eastern  Pygmy 
Sunbird 

2.  Since  the  form  metallicus  may  be  a separate  species  or  a race  of  Pygmy  Sunbird  4.  platurus, 
which  was  omitted  in  error  from  The  'British  Birds'  List  of  Birds  of  the  Western  Palearctic.  we 
considered  it  appropriate  to  refer  to  these  as  Eastern  Pygmy  Sunbird  and  Western  Pygmy 
Sunbird,  respectively. 

Orange-tufted  Sunbird  Nectarinia  osea  TO  BECOME  Northern  Orange- 
tufted  Sunbird 

4,  5.  N.  bouvieri  is  often  also  known  as  Orange-tufted  Sunbird  (e.g.  by  Williams  & Arlott 
1980),  so  we  considered  that  A',  osea  and  .V.  bouvieri  were  better  known  as  Northern  Orange- 
tufted  Sunbird  and  Southern  Orange-tufted  Sunbird  respectively.  The  former  name  has 
already  been  adopted  by  Williams  & Arlott  (1980). 

Black-headed  Bush  Shrike  Tchagra  senegala  TO  BECOME  Black-crowned 
Tchagra 

4.  This  is  the  name  by  which  this  species  is  generally  known  in  Africa  (e.g.  Clancey  1980; 
Serle,  Morel  & Hartwig  1977).  A minority  on  the  Committee  fought  a rearguard  action  to 
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retain  the  word  Shrike  (principle  2),  so  that  all  the  West  Palearctic  species  in  the  family 
Laniidae  would  still  be  known  as  Shrike,  but  this  was  outvoted.  Subsequently,  Hollom  et  al. 
(1988)  have  retained  the  current  name,  Black-headed  Bush  Shrike. 

Red-backed  Shrike  Lanius  collurio  TO  BE  SPLIT  INTO  TWO  SPECIES 

Isabelline  Shrike  L.  isabellinus 
Red-backed  Shrike  L.  collurio 

Adopted  by  British  Birds  (71:2)  in  1978  and  the  BOU  in  1980  (Ibis  122:  566). 

Woodchat  Shrike  Lanius  senator  TO  REMAIN  Woodchat  Shrike 

We  wish  to  stem  the  trend  towards  abbreviating  this  name  to  Woodchat  (cf.  Marabou 
Stork). 

Jay  Garrulus  glandarius  TO  BECOME  Acorn  Jay 

3,  5.  A newly  coined  name,  which  we  preferred  to,  for  instance,  Eurasian  Jay. 

Magpie  Pica  pica  TO  BECOME  Black-billed  Magpie 

3,  4,  5.  This  is  the  name  used  in  North  America  (AOU  1983)  to  distinguish  P.  pica  from 
Yellow-billed  Magpie  P.  nuttalli. 

Nutcracker  Nudfraga  caryocatades  TO  BECOME  Spotted  Nutcracker 

4,  5.  The  name  adopted  by  Alden  (1983)  and,  we  felt,  very  appropriate  for  this  species. 

Chough  Pyrrhocorax  pyrrhocorax  TO  BECOME  Red-billed  Chough 
3,4. 

Jackdaw  Corvus  monedula  TO  BECOME  Western  Jackdaw 

3.  We  believed  it  helpful  to  indicate  that  C.  monedula  has  a more  westerly  distribution  than 
Daurian  Jackdaw  C.  dauuricus.  Western  Jackdaw  has  already  been  used  by  Alden  & Gooders 
(1981)  and  is  more  appropriate  than  Eurasian  Jackdaw,  the  name  recently  adopted  by  the 
AOU  (1985). 

Indian  House  Crow  Corvus  splendens  TO  BECOME  House  Crow 

4,  7.  Already  known  by  this  name  throughout  its  native  range. 

Raven  Corvus  corax  TO  BECOME  Common  Raven 
3,  4,  5.  This  is  the  name  adopted  in  North  America  (AOU  1983). 

Tristram’s  Grackle  Onychognathus  tristramii  TO  BECOME  Tristram’s  Star- 
ling 

1.  All  other  species  of  Onychognathus  are  known  as  Starling;  on  the  other  hand,  the  name 
Grackle  is  used  for  several  New  World  species  in  the  family  Icteridae. 

Starling  Stumus  vulgaris  TO  BECOME  Common  Starling 

3,  4,  5.  Although  the  AOU  (1983)  has  adopted  the  name  European  Starling,  we  prefer 
Common  Starling  (used  by  Yarrell  1839  and  King,  Dickinson  & Woodcock  1975),  since  this 
is  the  most  widespread  species  in  the  family  Sturnidae  and  the  adjective  European  is 
inaccurate. 

Tree  Sparrow  Passer  montanus  TO  BECOME  Eurasian  Tree  Sparrow 

4,  5.  Unfortunately,  the  AOU  (1983)  refers  to  the  New  World  species  Spizella  arborea  as 
American  Tree  Sparrow,  which  implies  a closer  relationship  to  P.  montanus  than  is  thought  to 
exist  (different  families,  Emberizidae  and  Passeridae,  respectively);  yet  the  name  Tree 
Sparrow  (with  no  additional  adjective)  is  long  established  in  both  areas.  In  recent  literature, 
the  very  widespread  P.  montanus  is  increasingly  referred  to  as  Eurasian  Tree  Sparrow  (e.g. 
King,  Dickinson  & Woodcock  1975),  and  this  name  has  become  so  entrenched,  particularly 
in  English-language  publications  in  the  east  of  its  range,  that  (despite  our  dislike  of  the  word 
Eurasian  in  this  context)  we  felt  compelled  to  conform.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  name 
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Winter  Sparrow,  coined  by  Alden  (1983)  lor  Spizella  arborea,  will  catch  on  more  widely. 
Unfortunately,  our  principle  1 is  frequently  violated  in  the  cases  of  the  New  World  warblers 
versus  Old  World  warblers,  as  well  as  the  New  World  sparrows  and  Old  World  sparrows. 
1 his  major  nomenclatural  conflict  remains  to  be  resolved. 

Golden  Sparrow  Passer  luteus  TO  BECOME  Sudan  Golden  Sparrow 

5.  To  distinguish  P.  luteus  from  Arabian  Golden  Sparrow  P.  euchlorus.  We  are  proposing  this 
name  because  it  has  already  been  used  by  Mackworth-Praed  & Grant  (1955);  the  name 
African  Golden  Sparrow  may,  however,  be  more  appropriate,  since  the  species  occurs  west  to 
Mauritania. 

Yellow-throated  Sparrow  Petronia  xanthocollis  TO  BECOME  Chestnut- 
shouldered Rock  Sparrow 

2,  6.  A name  suggested  by  Voous  (1977).  The  group  name,  Rock  Sparrow,  is  useful  to 
distinguish  members  of  the  genus  Petronia  from  other  sparrows.  Hall  & Moreau  (1970) 
pointed  out,  however,  that  the  four  species  which  have  a yellow  spot  on  the  breast  are  not 
associated  with  rocks,  and  Alden  & Gooders  (1981)  advocated  calling  them  all  Petronias. 
I’he  taxonomy  and  nomenclature  of  the  group  have  been  thoroughly  confused  over  the  years 
and  we  would  suggest  that  Yellow-throated  and  Yellow-spotted  be  avoided  as  accepted 
names  for  any  of  the  species;  the  former  is  inappropriate  and  the  latter  ambiguous. 

Rock  Sparrow  Petronia  petronia  TO  BECOME  Streaked  Rock  Sparrow 

3, 

Snowfinch  Montifringilla  nivalis  TO  BECOME  White-winged  Snowfinch 

4,  5.  The  name  adopted  by  Alden  (1983). 

Senegal  Firefinch  Lagonosticta  senegala  TO  BECOME  Red-billed  Firefinch 

4,  6.  Despite  its  specific  name,  L.  senegala  is  far  from  being  the  only  firefinch  occurring  in 
Senegal,  and  the  widely  used  name  (e.g.  Clancey  1980;  Williams  & Arlott  1980)  Red-billed 
Firefinch  is  preferred. 

Avadavat  Amandava  amandava  TO  BECOME  Red  Avadavat 

4,  5.  To  distinguish  A.  amandava  from  the  Green  Avadavat  A.formosa. 

Chaffinch  Fringilla  coelebs  TO  BECOME  Common  Chaffinch 

3,  4. 

Serin  Serinus  serinus  TO  BECOME  European  Serin 

3,  4,  5. 

Canary  Serinus  canaria  TO  BECOME  Island  Canary 

5.  The  name  Common  Canary  has  been  adopted  by  the  AOU  (1983),  but  this  is  quite 
inappropriate  for  a species  restricted  to  a few  North  Atlantic  islands.  The  majority  of  the 
species  in  the  genus  occur  on  the  mainland  of  Africa,  so  this  name,  adopted  by  Alden  & 
Gooders  (1981),  draws  attention  to  its  outlying  distribution. 

Greenfinch  Carduelis  chloris  TO  BECOME  Western  Greenfinch 
5.  In  contrast  to  Oriental  Greenfinch  C.  sinica. 

Goldfinch  Carduelis  carduelis  TO  BECOME  European  Goldfinch 

4,  5.  Already  adopted  by  the  AOU  (1983). 

Siskin  Carduelis  spinus  TO  BECOME  Spruce  Siskin 

5,  The  similar  North  American  species,  C.  pinus . is  known  as  Pine  Siskin  (AOU  1983)  and 
this  newly  coined  name  is,  we  believe,  equally  appropriate  and  more  euphonious  than,  for 
instance,  Eurasian  Siskin. 
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Linnet  Carduelis  cannabina  TO  BECOME  Brown  Linnet 
5.  Yarrell  (1839)  used  Common  Einnet,  but  Brown  Linnet  also  has  a long  history'  of  use,  at 
least  locally,  within  Britain. 

-* 

Redpoll  Carduelis  flammea  TO  BECOME  Common  Redpoll 
3,  4.  This  is  the  name  adopted  by  the  AOU  (1983). 

Crossbill  Loxia  curvirostra  TO  BE  SPLIT  INTO  TWO  SPECIES 
Common  Crossbill  L.  curvirostra 
Scottish  Crossbill  L.  scotica 

3.  The  split  was  adopted  by  British  Birds  in  1978  (71:  2)  and  by  the  BOU  in  1980  (Ibis  122: 
566).  Common  Crossbill  is  a long-established  British  name  (e.g.  Yarrell  1839)  and  is,  we 
believe,  more  appropriate  than  Red  Crossbill  (e.g.  AOU  1983),  since  that  name  seems  to 
imply  that  other  crossbills  are  not  red;  also  the  males  of  some  races  of  L.  cuwirostra  are  not 
red. 

Scarlet  Grosbeak  or  Common  Rosefinch  or  Scarlet  Rosefinch  Carpodacus 
erythrinus  TO  BECOME  Common  Rosefinch 

4.  British  Birds  retained  the  word  Scarlet  from  this  species’  former  British  name  of  Scarlet 
Grosbeak  when  it  adopted  Scarlet  Rosefinch  (in  1967),  but  C.  erythrinus  is  known  throughout 
most  of  its  breeding  range  as  Common  Rosefinch  (the  alternative  to  Scarlet  Grosbeak,  listed 
by  the  BOU,  1971),  and  we  consider  it  appropriate  to  conform. 

Bullfinch  Pyrrhula  pyrrhula  TO  BECOME  Northern  Bullfinch 

4,  5.  The  range  of  this  species  extends  east  to  Japan,  but  is  more  northerly  than  those  of 
the  four  other  species  in  the  genus  Pyrrhula,  and  the  name  has  already  been  adopted  by  Alden 
(1983).  There  would  be  a case  for  calling  P.  pyrrhula  Common  Bullfinch,  on  the  grounds  that 
the  term  Northern  Bullfinch  has  been  used  in  the  past  in  Britain  to  signify  Continental  races 
of  P.  pyrrhula , which  could  result  in  confusion.  We  welcome  opinions. 

Parula  Warbler  or  Northern  Parula  Parula  americana  TO  BECOME 
Northern  Parula  Warbler 

2.  We  appreciate  that  the  Olive-backed  Warbler  P.  piliayumi  was  renamed  Tropical  Parula 
by  the  AOU  and  that,  in  the  process,  the  names  of  both  species  were  simplified,  with  the 
dropping  of  the  word  Warbler.  This  is  a trend  which  has  also  occurred  in  Britain  (e.g. 
Mandarin  Duck  becoming  Mandarin),  but  it  is  one  which  we  now  wish  to  reverse.  While  not 
suggesting  that,  for  instance,  Ovenbird  Seiurus  aurocapillus  should  become  Ovenbird  Warbler 
or  American  Redstart  Setophaga  ruticilla  become  American  Redstart  Warbler,  we  do  regard  the 
dropping  of  a useful  group  name  as  a retrograde  step.  The  problem  of  use  of  the  word 
warbler  for  the  Old  World  Sylviidae  as  well  as  for  the  New  World  Parulidae  and  the 
Australasian  Acanthizidae  still  needs  to  be  resolved. 

Myrtle  Warbler  Dendroica  coronata  TO  BECOME  Yellow-rumped  Warbler 

4.  Adopted  by  British  Birds  (71:  2)  in  1978. 

Yellowthroat  Geothlypis  trichas  TO  BECOME  Common  Yellowthroat 

4.  Adopted  by  British  Birds  in  1984  to  conform  with  AOU  (1983)  usage. 

Slate-coloured  Junco  Junco  hyemalis  TO  BECOME  Dark-eyed  Junco 

4.  Adopted  by  British  Birds  in  1984  to  conform  with  AOU  (1983)  usage. 

Ortolan  Bunting  Emberiza  hortulana  TO  REMAIN  Ortolan  Bunting 

We  wish  to  stem  the  trend  towards  abbreviating  this  name  to  Ortolan  (cf.  Marabou  Stork). 

Pallas’s  Reed  Bunting  Emberiza  pallasi  TO  BECOME  Pallas’s  Bunting 
7.  The  simplification  of  this  name  avoids  the  requirement  to  add  an  adjective  to  the  long- 
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established  name  Reed  Bunting  E.  schoeniclus.  The  uniqueness  of  Reed  Bunting  can  be  further 
established  by  the  adoption  of  the  name  Marsh  Bunting  for  the  Japanese  E.  yessoensis. 

Baltimore  Oriole  Icterus  galbula  TO  BECOME  Northern  Oriole 

4.  Adopted  by  British  Birds  in  1978  (71:  2). 

We  feel  that  it  is  important  to  stress,  once  again,  that  the  name  changes 
listed  here  are  those  which  the  BOU  Records  Committee  is  proposing,  for 
consideration  by  the  world’s  birdwatchers  and  ornithologists  who  have  an 
interest  in  such  matters.  Publication  of  this  list  is  not  intended  to 
encourage  the  immediate  adoption  of  these  names,  but  merely  to  initiate 
discussion  of  them.  We  ask  that  constructive  suggestions  (reasons  for 
objecting  to  a proposed  name  or  proposals  for  an  improvement  to  one) 
should  be  made  in  writing  and  sent  (to  arrive  before  1st  October  1989)  to 
the  Secretary,  Records  Committee,  British  Ornithologists’  Union, 
c/o  British  Museum  (Natural  History),  Sub-Department  of  Ornithology, 
Tring,  Hertfordshire  HP23  6AP. 

A total  of  351  possible  changes  to  English  names  of  birds  on  the 
Western  Palearctic  list  was  considered  by  the  subcommittee  appointed  by 
the  BOU  Records  Committee.  In  some  cases,  the  subcommittee  proposed 
that  no  change  should  be  made;  in  other  cases  the  subcommittee 
proposed  a single  name  or  sometimes  two  possible  alternative  names.  At 
the  time  of  this  assessment,  several  members  were  retiring  from  the  BOU 
Records  Committee,  and  other  members  were  joining  it.  All  the  possible 
name  changes  were  voted  upon  by  all  the  people  named  below.  The  most 
progressive  member  voted  for  over  300  name  changes,  but  even  the  most 
conservative  member  voted  in  favour  of  48  name  changes.  The  proposals 
set  out  in  this  document  show  only  those  which  were  approved  by  a 
majority  of  the  full  membership  of  the  Records  Committee  (by  ‘full  we 
mean  not  only  those  members  who  were  ever-present,  but  also  all 
incoming  members  and  all  outgoing  members). 

It  has  sometimes  been  argued  that  any  attempt  to  standardise  English 
names  is  doomed  to  failure  because  of  a substantial  level  of  disagreement 
over  names  between  the  various  interested  parties.  There  will  probably 
always  be  minor  cases  where  universal  agreement  is  not  possible,  but,  as  a 
measure  of  our  efforts  to  achieve  a reasonable  level  of  international 
standardisation  of  English  names,  we  feel  that  the  following  comparative 
figures  are  worthy  of  note.  The  AOU  list  (1983)  includes  369  species 
w hich  also  appear  in  The  ‘ British  Birds'  List  of  Birds  of  the  Western  Palearctic. 
Currently,  66%  of  the  English  names  are  identical  in  both  lists,  but,  if  all 
our  recommended  changes  are  adopted,  the  correlation  will  improve  to 
77%.  The  RAOU  list  (1978)  includes  132  species  common  to  the  British 
Birds  list,  and  here  the  level  of  matching  names  would  improve  from  71% 
to  77%.  King,  Dickinson  & Woodcock  (1975)  include  287  species  common 
to  the  British  Birds  list,  and  here  the  correlation  would  improve  from  60%  to 
79%.  The  region  that  has  most  extensive  species  overlap  with  the  Western 
Palearctic  is  Africa,  with  over  550  species  common  to  both  areas.  At  the 
time  of  writing,  only  two  volumes  of  The  Birds  of  Africa  have  been  published 
(Brown,  Urban  & Newman  1982;  Urban,  Fry  & Keith  1986),  but  these 
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include  307  species  that  are  also  on  the  British  Birds  list;  at  present,  73%  of 
the  names  correlate,  but  this  would  improve  to  84%  if  all  our 
recommendations  were  adopted. 

We  hope  that  no  ornithologist  or  group  of  ornithologists  will  feel  that 
we  have  deliberately  ignored  their  published  or  circulated  views,  or  are 
intending  to  try  to  impose  names  which  are  not  acceptable  to  the 
ornithological  community  as  a whole.  We  realise  that  much  work  on 
standardising  names  is  occurring  in  many  parts  of  the  world,  some  of 
which  has  reached  us  subsequent  to  the  long-winded  voting  procedures 
within  our  own  committee,  and  some  of  which  we  may  have  accidentally 
overlooked.  We  hope  that  everyone  who  feels  that  we  have  come  to  a bad 
decision  on  any  particular  name  will  write  to  us,  so  that  our  formal 
proposals  for  name  changes — which  will  be  published  in  about  18  months’ 
time — can  take  all  such  comments  fully  into  account. 
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Juvenile  Hen  Harriers 
showing  ‘Marsh  Hawk’ 
characters 


J.  P.  Thorpe 


Adult  Hen  Harriers  Circus  cyaneus  show  marked  sexual  dimorphism,  but 
^juveniles  of  both  sexes  of  the  European  and  Asiatic  subspecies  C.  c. 
cyaneus  are  generally  considered  to  be  very  similar  to,  or  practically 
indistinguishable  from,  the  adult  female  (Witherby  et  al.  1943;  Peterson  et 
al.  1983;  Cramp  & Simmons  1980).  In  North  America,  the  Hen  Harrier  is 
considered  to  belong  to  a different  subspecies,  C.  c.  hudsonius , and  is  known 
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as  the  Northern  Harrier  or  ‘Marsh  Hawk’.  Details  of  the  precise  differences 
between  the  two  subspecies  have  been  the  subject  of  some  dispute  (e.g., 
Wallace  1971,  1972,  1974;  Oreel  1974;  Grant  1980,  1983),  although  it  is 
generally  agreed  that,  in  almost  all  cases  (but  see  van  Kreuningen  1981), 
adult  males  can  be  readily  differentiated.  A major  distinguishing  character 
between  the  juveniles  has  been  said  to  be  the  colour  of  the  underparts,  these 
being  rufous  and  unstreaked  on  hudsonius,  but  paler  brown  and  streaked  on 
cyaneus  (Wallace  1971;  Cramp  & Simmons  1980;  Grant  1980,  1983); 
juvenile  hudsonius , but  not  cyaneus,  is  also  said  to  have  dark  head  or  neck 
markings,  giving  a hooded  effect  (Wallace  1971;  Grant  1983). 

Various  sightings  in  Britain  of  juvenile  Hen  Harriers  with  apparently 
unstreaked  rufous  underparts  (e.g.  Wallace  1971;  Grant  1983;  Riddiford 
1983)  have  led  in  some  cases  to  claims  that  these  were  vagrants  of  the  race 
hudsonius.  The  best-known  of  these  is  the  much-discussed  ‘Cley  Harrier’  * 
(Wallace  1971,  1974;  Grant  1980,  1983),  which  was  observed  by  many 
people  at  Cley,  Norfolk,  between  October  1957  and  April  1958.  There  is, 
however,  some  evidence  that  juveniles  of  the  race  cyaneus  may  occasionally 
have  unstreaked  rufous  underparts  (Wallace  1974;  Grant  1980;  van 
Kreuningen  1981),  and  this  has  cast  a degree  of  doubt  on  even  previously 
accepted  records  of  the  race  hudsonius  in  Europe. 

Against  this  background,  some  of  my  observations  of  Hen  Harriers  on 
the  Isle  of  Man  may  provide  a further  insight  into  what  Grant  (1983)  has 
termed  ‘the  Marsh  Hawk  problem’. 


Observations  on  the  Isle  of  Man 

Hen  Harriers  have  been  seen  fairly  regularly  on  the  Isle  of  Man  for  many 
years  (Cullen  & Jennings  1986).  The  species  was  first  recorded  nesting 
there  in  1977  (McIntyre  et  at.  1978),  since  when  the  resident  breeding 
population  has  increased  to  an  estimated  five  or  six  pairs  (Cullen  & 
Jennings  1986).  The  particular  harriers  described  below  are  the  two 
offspring  of  a pair  which  I watched  for  long  periods  on  several  occasions 
during  June  and  July  1981. 

The  nest  site  was  at  around  300  m above  sea  level  in  a remote  and 
uninhabited  area  in  the  northern  part  of  the  island.  I had  seen  adult  Hen 
Harriers  (probably  the  same  pair)  in  the  locality  earlier  in  the  year,  but 
when  I first  visited  the  nesting  area  the  two  juveniles  were  fledged,  although 
apparently  only  just  able  to  fly  (they  could  fly  only  for  short  distances  just 
off  the  ground,  and  often  fell  over  on  landing).  A few  weeks  later,  when  able 
to  fly  moderately  well,  both  were  still  remarkably  tame:  not  only  were  they 
reluctant  to  fly  if  approached  (cautiously),  but,  when  they  did,  they  also 
landed  very  close  to  me  a few  times.  Over  various  visits,  I was  able  to 
observe  them  for  considerable  periods  in  excellent  light  and  at  very  close 
range — sometimes  so  that  the  bird  more  or  less  occupied  the  complete  field 
of  view  of  my  binoculars.  The  juvenile  harriers  moved  around  very  little, 
generally  perching  almost  motionless  on  a tussock  for  a few  minutes  to  an 
hour  or  more  and  then  flying  to  another  tussock  a few  metres  away.  The 
adult  female  was  rather  less  tame  and  more  active,  often  circling  for  a few 
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minutes  between  long  spells  of  sitting  on  the  ground;  the  male  rarely 
appeared,  and  1 saw  only  one  food  pass  to  the  female. 

The  female  and,  from  what  I saw  of  him,  the  male  were  both  of ‘normal’ 
appearance  for  adult  Hen  Harriers.  At  the  time,  however,  I was  puzzled  by 
the  juveniles,  which  had  uniform,  unstreaked,  deep  chestnut  (rufous- 
brown)  underparts,  and  upperparts  more  rufous  than  those  of  the  adult 
female;  they  had  dark  markings  around  the  front  and  sides  of  the  neck,  like  a 
broad  collar,  which  merged  upwards  into  dark  cheek  patches.  Their  neck 
feathers  stood  out  slightly  to  give  a ruff-like  effect,  and  this,  combined  with 
the  dark  facial  coloration,  produced  a hooded  appearance.  From  diagrams 
of  facial  markings  of  various  harrier  species  in  Cramp  & Simmons  (1980: 
page  1 33),  I concluded  at  the  time  that,  had  I not  seen  the  parent  harriers,  I 
would  have  had  to  identify  the  juveniles  as  either  Montagu’s  C.  pygargus  or 
Pallid  Harriers  C.  macrourus , although  they  lacked  the  paler  areas  on  face 
and  neck  of  those  species.  I did  not  consider  it  likely  that  there  was  anything 
particularly  unusual  about  the  juveniles,  but  concluded  that  juvenile  Hen 
Harriers  were  probably  considerably  more  variable  than  suggested  in  the 
literature;  I further  concluded  that  perhaps  the  differences  between 
juveniles  and  adult  females  were  not  always  so  marked,  and  also  that  they 
might  have  appeared  so  conspicuous  only  because  I was  able  to  get  un- 
usually close  views. 


Discussion 

When  I recently  read  Grant’s  (1983)  paper  on  possible  British  and  other 
European  records  of  the  North  American  race  hudsonius,  it  became  clear  that 
the  juvenile  Hen  Harriers  I had  observed  were  not  typical  of  the  race 
cyaneus , but  did  show  some  of  the  features  more  commonly  associated  with 
juvenile  hudsonius.  Discounting  the  wild  improbability  that  vagrant 
hudsonius  had  bred  on  the  Isle  of  Man,  it  would  appear  that  European  Hen 
Harriers  may,  on  occasion,  produce  juveniles  confusingly  similar  to  those  of 
hudsonius.  This  could  provide  a possible  alternative  explanation  for  some  of 
the  claimed  British  sightings  of  ‘Marsh  Hawks',  including  perhaps  the 
‘Cley  Harrier’. 

On  several  other  occasions  since  1981,  I have  seen  Hen  Harriers  with  a 
rufous  appearance.  Although  I have  not  seen  any  well  enough  to  be 
confident  that  their  underparts  were  unstreaked,  I have  always  assumed 
them  to  be  juveniles  similar  to  those  described  above  (i.e.  of  the  ‘ hudsonius 
type’).  This  may  or  may  not  be  the  case,  and,  even  if  it  is,  on  a com- 
paratively small  island  with  few  Hen  Harriers  there  would  always  be  the 
risk  of  overestimating  abundance  through  repeated  sightings  of  the  same 
one  or  two  individuals.  Such  observations  do,  however,  suggest  the 
possibility  that  a proportion  of  juvenile  Manx  Hen  Harriers  may  be  of  the 
''hudsonius  type’.  If  so,  given  the  probable  genetic  structure  of  the  population, 
this  is  not  entirely  unexpected.  The  comparatively  sudden  appearance  of  a 
breeding  population  of  Hen  Harriers  on  the  Isle  of  Man  indicates  that  all 
the  resident  harriers  may  have  arisen  from  the  original  single  pair  which 
first  nested  in  1977  (or  at  least  suggests  that  the  population  originated  from 
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very  few  individuals).  The  rapid  expansion  of  such  a small  population 
would  provide  ideal  conditions  fora  rare  gene,  if  present  in  one  of  the  (two?) 
original  parents,  to  become  common  in  the  new  population  through  the 
genetic  phenomenon  known  as  ‘founder  effect’  (this  causes  distorted  gene 
frequencies  in  new  populations  derived  originally  from  very  small  numbers 
of  individuals:  see,  e.g.,  Selander  & Kaufman  1973).  The  plausibility  of  a 
‘ hudsonius-type'  juvenile  Hen  Harrier  visiting  the  Isle  of  Man  is  increased  by 
the  sighting  ofsuch  an  individual  in  the  Western  Isles  in  1973  (Grant  1983): 
it  is  likely  that  this  bird  (or  perhaps  a similar  sibling),  if  migrating  south, 
would  have  passed  through  the  island.  It  may  also  be  significant  that  a 1973 
juvenile  would  have  reached  breeding  age  by  1977,  the  year  that  the  species 
first  nested  on  the  island. 

From  the  observation  that  both  offspring  of  a pair  of  Hen  Harriers  of  the 
race  cyaneus  we  re  of  the  ‘hudsonius  type’,  it  is  possible  to  make  some 
suggestions  about  the  possible  genes  involved.  First,  since  there  was  no 
evidence  of  Mendelian  segregation  between  the  various  hudsonius  characters 
(rufous  coloration,  lack  of  streaking,  and  facial  markings),  it  is  likely  that 
these  are  all  under  the  control  of  the  same  gene  locus  (in  other  words,  one 
gene  causes  all  the  characters).  The  gene  is  obviously  rare  and,  even  in  a 
partially  inbred  population,  would  probably  be  present  only  in  the 
heterozygous  form.  A recessive  gene  would  need  to  be  present  in  both 
parents  to  be  detectable  in  the  offspring  and,  even  then,  the  chances  of  its 
being  visible  in  both  of  a brood  of  two  would  be  only  about  6%.  A dominant 
gene  would  have  a 25%  chance  of  affecting  both  offspring  if  present  in  only 
one  parent,  and  about  56%  if  present  in  both.  It  is  likely,  therefore,  that  all 
‘hudsonius- type’  characters  in  juvenile  Hen  Harriers  are  controlled  by  a 
single  dominant  gene. 

A further  implication  is  that  what  is  generally  regarded  as  a major 
distinction  between  hudsonius  and  cyaneus  may  result  merely  from  a single 
gene,  which  is  rare  in  the  latter,  but  found  in  most  (all?)  of  the  former:  given 
that  the  difference  between  the  adult  males  may  also  be  caused  by  only  one 
gene  (producing  partially  darker  coloration  in  hudsonius ),  the  subspecific 
distinction  between  cyaneus  and  hudsonius  could  itself  be  regarded  as 
doubtful.  Another,  perhaps  unlikely,  possibility  is  that  the  differences 
between  males  may  be  phenotypic  rather  than  genotypic.  Many  mammal 
species  possess  genes  which  cause  pale  coloration  with  dark  extremities 
(nose,  ears,  feet,  tail  etc.),  for  example  Siamese  cats;  in  some  cases,  the 
coloration  is  considerably  affected  by  environmental  temperature,  and  the 
extremities  in  particular  become  much  darker  if  the  moult  occurs  in  cold 
weather.  Similar  genes  exist  in  birds  and,  if  the  pale  coloration  of  adult  male 
Hen  Harriers  is  of  this  type,  then  the  dark  extremities  (flanks  and  crown)  of 
male  hudsonius  could  result  from  the  generally  much  lower  winter  tempera- 
tures prevailing  in  most  parts  ofNorth  America,  though,  on  the  other  hand, 
many  hudsonius  winter  as  far  south  as  Panama.  (Note  that  most  adult  male 
cyaneus  have  a nape  patch  and  additional  faint  pigmentation  on  the 
otherwise  white  flanks  (Cramp  & Simmons  1980),  and  some,  usually 
assumed  to  be  younger  birds,  show  extensive  brown  streaking  on  the  belly) . 
Temperature  effects  could  also  explain  the  claimed  slightly  larger  size  of 
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hudsonius , since,  in  most  animal  species,  individuals  from  colder  areas 
average  somewhat  larger  than  those  from  farther  south. 

Yet  another  possibility  is  that  juvenile  male  Hen  Harriers  of  the  ‘ hudsonius 
type’  may  develop  'Marsh  Hawk’-like  characters  as  adults.  The  occurrence 
in  the  Netherlands  of  an  adult  male,  apparently  indistinguishable  from 
male  hudsonius , in  an  area  where  several  " hudsonius-type'  juveniles  were  also 
seen  (van  Kreuningen  1981),  would  seem  to  provide  some  support  for  this 
suggestion.  The  lack  of  reports  of  similar  adults  from  Britain  and  Ireland 
should  not  necessarily  be  taken  as  strong  evidence  against  their  occurrence, 
since  "hudsonius- type’  juveniles  are  fairly  conspicuous  (and  much  easier  to 
observe  than  the  higher-flying  and  much-faster-flying  adult  males),  yet 
remarkably  few  have  been  reported.  If  such  European  juvenile  males  do 
become  ‘Marsh  Hawks’  as  adults,  this  will  indicate  that  probably  only  one 
gene  causes  all  "hudsonius-  type’  characters  in  both  juvenile  and  adult.  If  this 
is  the  case,  the  subspecific  distinction  probably  depends  on  frequency 
diff  erences  for  just  this  one  gene  and  must  surely,  therefore,  be  considered 
extremely  flimsy. 

It  may  be  concluded  that  "hudsonius- type’  juveniles  can  occur  among 
European  Hen  Harriers  and  probably  result  from  only  a very  slight  genetic 
difference  from  normal  juvenile  cyaneus.  Clearly,  really  detailed  obser- 
vations and  descriptions  of  Hen  Harriers  of  all  ages  are  needed,  but 
particularly  of  fledged  juveniles  and  parents  at  or  close  to  the  nest  site, 
where  species  and  age  of  each  individual  will  normally  be  obvious. 
Observations  away  from  the  nest  site,  although  interesting,  will  probably 
be  less  useful,  since  atypical  individuals  are  the  most  difficult  to  identify; 
indeed,  in  a genus  with  several  very  similar  species,  chance  sightings  will 
give  little  clear  evidence  as  to  rarity  or  otherwise  of  a morph,  because 
arguments  are  always  likely  to  include  a degree  of  circularity  (juveniles 
with  unstreaked  underparts  or  dark  facial  patterns  may  be  considered  rarer 
than  they  are,  as  many  will  not  be  conclusively  or  correctly  identified; 
similarly,  adult  males  will  be  considered  never  to  occur  with  significant 
ventral  pigmentation,  because  all  such  birds  will  be  identified  as  juveniles/ 
immatures).  Another  clear  need  is  for  good  descriptions  of  juvenile  and 
adult  hudsonius  from  North  America,  with  particular  regard  to  the 
characters  considered  to  distinguish  them  from  cyaneus. 
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Summary 

J uvenile  Hen  Harriers  Circus  cyaneus  of  the  Eurasian  subspecies  C.  c.  cyaneus  are  considered  to  be 
distinguishable  from  the  North  American  C.  c.  hudsonius  (‘Northern  Harrier’  or  ‘Marsh  Hawk’) 
because  the  latter  have  unstreaked,  rufous  underparts  and  dark  facial  markings.  Based  upon 
such  differences,  claims  have  been  made  for  sightings  of  vagrant  juvenile  hudsonius  in  Europe. 
Observations  of  two  newly  fledged  juveniles  on  the  Isle  of  Man  indicate  the  occasional 
occurrence  of  ‘ hudsonius  type'  offspring  among  C.  c.  cyaneus,  and  the  ‘hudsonius- type’  characters 
may  be  controlled  by  a single  gene.  It  is  suggested  that  some  claimed  sightings  of  possible 
juvenile  hudsonius  in  the  British  Isles  should  be  regarded  with  caution. 
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Identification  of 
Siberian  and 
other  forms  of 
Lesser 
Whitethroat 


Kevin  Baker 


Reports  of  the  central  Asian  (Siberian)  race  of  Lesser  Whitethroat  Sylvia 
curruca  blythi  have  increased  in  Britain  and  Ireland  over  the  past 
decade  or  so.  The  reasons  for  this  are  unclear,  but  the  trend  follows  the 
increased  westward  vagrancy  of  other  Siberian  passerines,  which  have 
now  become  a regular  feature  of  late  autumn  (Baker  1977;  Elkins  1983; 
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table  1.  Selected  records  of  ‘Siberian  Lesser  Whitethroat’  Sylvia  curruca  blythi  in  Britain 

All  reports  concern  singles  unless  otherwise  stated.  1'his  list  is  the  result  of  an  extensive,  but 

not  exhaustive,  literature  search 

County  Records 

Shetland 

Fair  Isle,  5th  and  27th  September  1964,  26th  September  1965,  17th  and 
30th  September  1968. 

Northumberland 

Hauxley,  3rd  October  1964  (two),  3rd  November  1968,  19th  October 
1972,  21st  October  1978,  8th  November  1981;  Craster.  20th  October 
1968;  Holy  Island,  12th  October  1980. 

Humberside 

Spurn,  29th  October  1948,  9th  October  1949,  26th  September  1965,  7th 
October  1966,  28th  October  1971,  19th  October  1972,  23rd  October 
1981,  1 1th  and  12th  October  1982;  Flamborough,  8th  October  1977,  1st 
October  1978,  10th  and  16th  October  1982. 

North  Yorkshire 

Scarborough,  19th  October  1975. 

Lincolnshire 

Saltfleet  (two)  and  Theddlelhorpe.  18th  October  1981;  Anderby,  20th 
and  25th  October  1981;  Donna  Nook,  14th  November  1981. 

Norfolk 

Sheringham,  16th  September  1976,  12th  October  1980;  Wells,  12th 
October  1980;  Welney  (feeding  on  bird-table),  1 1th  December  to  14th 
January  1980. 

Kent 

Sandwich  Bay,  21st  October,  (possibly  another)  1st  November  1985; 
Dungeness,  4th,  5th  and  6th  October  1986. 

Hovvey  & Bell  1985).  It  is  likely,  however,  that  many  blythi  go  unreported 
each  year  since  observers  are  unaware  of  or  disinterested  in  racial 
differences  or  identification.  Indeed,  it  is  rare  for  county  recorders  even  to 
mention  positively  identified  subspecies,  making  it  impossible  to  be 
confident  that  any  list  of  records  of ‘Siberian  Lesser  Whitethroats’  for  past 
years  is  comprehensive.  Some  information  does,  however,  exist  (table  1). 
All  have  been  on  the  British  east  coast,  from  Shetland  to  Kent,  and  most 
have  occurred  in  late  October  or  early  November. 

While  examining  the  status  of  blythi , it  is  as  well  to  consider  other  races 
of  Lesser  Whitethroat  too.  Although  there  are  no  confirmed  records  of 
races  other  than  curruca  and  blythi  in  Britain  and  Ireland,  reports  of 
‘aberrant1  Lesser  Whitethroats  are  worryingly  frequent.  Some  of  these 
descriptions  strongly  suggest  ‘Hume's  Lesser  Whitethroat'  S.  c.  althaea 
(Collins  in  lift.)  or  ‘Desert  Lesser  Whitethroat’  S.  c.  minula  (Mather  1986). 
These  races,  in  particular,  are  strong  candidates  for  future  inclusion  on 
the  British  and  Irish  list. 

The  aim  of  this  paper  is  to  draw  the  attention  of  field  workers  to  the 
principal  differences  between  the  races  of  Lesser  Whitethroat,  and  to  give 
some  indication  of  their  complex  breeding  distributions.  While  the 
inclusion  of  wing-formulae  and  measurements  are  unlikely  to  help  in  the 
field,  ringers  will  benefit,  since  there  are  small  differences  in  structure 
between  races. 

Taxonomy 

The  systematics  of  this  group  is  confusing,  and  a review  of  the  taxonomic 
status  of  the  various  forms  is  needed.  The  main  controversy  concerns  S.  c. 
minula  and  S.  c.  althaea : some  authors  (e.g.  Yaurie  1959;  Harrison  1982) 
regard  them  as  distinct  species,  each  with  several  races,  whereas  others 
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(e.g.  Williamson  1968;  Voous  1977)  have  lumped  them  under  Lesser 
Whitethroat.  In  a recent  study  of  althaea,  however,  Stepanyan  (1982) 
stated  ‘spatial,  reproductive,  morphological  and  ecological  relations 
between  these  forms  has  shown  there  exists  a break  of  interspecific  type 
between  them’:  overwhelming  evidence  to  suggest  that  at  least  this  form 
should  be  given  specific  status.  Peters  (1986),  interestingly,  has  grouped 
blythi  with  curruca , on  the  grounds  that  no  morphological  differences  were 
found  between  it  and  the  nominate  race.  In  this  review,  I have  followed 
Williamson  (1968),  whose  treatment  of  the  numerous  races  thus  far 
described  is  of  a particularly  practical  nature,  keeping  the  number  to  a 
minimum. 

The  subspecies  under  consideration  inhabit  three  broadly  different 
ecosystems:  lowland  grassy  and  forest-zone  areas  ( curruca  and  blythi); 
mountainous  wooded  slopes  (althaea);  and  arid,  desert  regions  ( minula  and 
margelanica) . There  are,  however,  breeding  grounds  where,  apparently,  all 
three  ecotypes  overlap  (Turkey,  Iran  and  Turkestan),  and  where 
interbreeding  between  forms  appears  to  be  frequent;  there  are  thus  some 
populations  which  will  prove  impossible  to  define  racially.  In  addition, 
Lesser  Whitethroat,  as  a species,  shows  highly  variable  plumage 
characteristics,  even  in  zones  where  a race  is  pure.  This,  too,  can  make 
racial  determination  difficult,  and  sometimes  impossible.  In  addition  to 
the  five  forms  already  mentioned,  the  following  races  have  also  been 
described,  but  may  best  be  merged  with  the  main  races  as  follows:  S.  c. 
caucasica  (Caucasus,  Iran)  in  the  nominate  race;  S.  c.  telengitica  (Southwest 
Altai,  Central  Asia,  wintering  in  Northern  India),  S.  c.  halimondendri 
(Kazakhstan,  South  Central  Asia,  wintering  in  Northern  India)  and  S.  c. 
snigirewskii  (East  Turkmenistan)  in  S.  c.  blythi;  and  S.  c.  monticola  (South 
Russia,  Turkestan)  and  S.  c.  zagrossiensis  (Iraq,  Southwest  Iran)  in  S.  c. 
althaea  (Vaurie  1959;  Howard  & Moore  1984). 


Identification 

The  identification  of  blythi  is  based  on  its  usually  somewhat  warmer  brown 
upperparts  and  whiter  breast  and  belly,  giving  the  impression  of  a paler 
and  buffer  version  of  curruca.  This  distinctive  tone  is  best  seen  in  autumn, 
when  both  adult  and  first-winter  Lesser  Whitethroats  are  in  fresh 
plumage.  The  degree  of  ‘warmth’  on  the  brown  upperparts  varies 
individually  and  seasonally.  In  the  most  obvious  form,  the  mantle  and 
back  are  buff-brown,  contrasting  with  the  grey  head,  while  the  tertials  can 
appear  almost  gingery.  The  colouring  is,  in  fact,  more  reminiscent  of 
Whitethroat  S.  communis  than  of  typical  Lesser  Whitethroat.  In  worn 
winter  plumage  or  on  dull  individuals,  however,  the  tones  may  be  very 
similar  to  those  of  curruca.  Though  the  upperparts  generally  remain 
slightly  paler  and  warmer,  the  difference  is  difficult  to  see,  even  in 
extensive  skin  collections.  In  fresh  and  bright  plumage,  the  above 
characteristics  should  help  to  distinguish  blythi  from  curruca , but  may  not 
help  for  two  other  south  Eurasian  races:  minula  and  margelanica.  The  former 
is  a desert  race  and  is  smaller  than  curruca  and  blythi.  It  is  strikingly  pale 
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Fig.  1.  Races  of  Lesser  Whitethroat  Sylvia  curruca 


and  sandy,  slimmer-looking,  and  with  a proportionately  smaller  head.  The 
lores  and  ear-coverts  appear  darker  as  a direct  result  of  the  contrast  with 
the  rest  of  the  dull  greyish  head,  sandy  mantle  and  whitish  throat.  On 
some  individuals,  however,  the  dark  mask  may  be  reduced  or  even  absent, 
especially  in  worn  plumage.  Large  individuals  of  the  Far  Eastern  race, 
margelanica  (which  can  also  be  small),  could  easily  be  confused  with  blythi. 
It  is  generally  sandier  on  the  upperparts,  resembling  minula  (with  which  it 
intergrades),  and  has  greyish  uppertail-coverts.  The  race  althaea  is  found 
on  sparsely  wooded  slopes  in  mountainous  or  hilly  country.  It  is  fairly 
distinctive,  appearing  much  bulkier  than  other  forms,  with  a tit-like  bill 
and,  in  fresh  plumage,  very  dark  upperparts.  It  is  generally  one  of  the 
easiest  races  to  identify  (Wallace  1973),  but  those  in  worn  plumage  (or 
smaller-than-average  individuals)  could  be  confused  with  the  nominate 
race.  Williamson  (1968)  drew'  attention  to  the  strong  demarcation  of  black 
in  the  purer  w hite  outer  tail  feathers  of  minula , margelanica  and  althaea , as 
opposed  to  the  dusky-white  outer  tail  feathers  of  blythi  and  curruca.  This 
character  should,  however,  be  used  with  caution,  since  it  could  also  be 
related  to  age.  The  nominate  race,  for  instance,  can  have  two-thirds  of  the 
outermost  tail  feather  pure  white  (Svensson  1984).  The  easternmost 
races  do,  however,  generally  have  more  white  in  their  tails  than  curruca  or 
blythi. 

[The  inclusion  of  fig.  1 in  colour  has  been  subsidised  by  a donation  from  ZEISS  West 
Germany ] 
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Fig.  2.  Breeding  distribution  of  races  of  Lesser  Whitethroat  Sylvia  curruca:  (1)  curruca ; (2)  blythi; 

(3)  minula;  (4)  margelanica\  (5)  althaea 


S.  c.  curruca 

PI.UMAGK  In  autumn  (fresh  plumage),  up- 
perparts  brownish  slate-grey,  merging  into 
grey  crown;  lores  and  ear-coverts  dark 
brown  or  blackish,  contrasting  sharply  with 
white  throat  and,  to  lesser  extent,  slate-grey 
crown,  giving  masked  appearance.  Primaries 
and  outer  secondaries  dark  brown,  with 
narrow  pale  brown  fringes  on  outer  webs; 
inner  secondaries  and  tertials  have  pale  grey 
outer  webs  with  whitish-grey  fringes  forming 
pale  wing  panel.  Large  alula  feathers 
brownish-black,  contrasting  with  outer 
wing-coverts.  Tail  dark  brown,  with  pale 
grey  inner  and  outer  fringes.  Inner  web  of 
outermost  tail  feathers  dirty-white  (first- 


winter)  to  white  (adult),  with  variable 
amounts  of  diffuse  grey  or  brown  on  inner 
part  of  inner  web.  Underparts  smoky-grey, 
with  pinkish-buff  suffusion  on  breast  and 
flanks. 

In  spring/summer  (worn  plumage), 
underparts  lack  pinkish  hue.  Upperparts 
less  brown,  greyer  and  paler.  Fringes  to 
primaries,  secondaries  and  tertials  much 
reduced. 

BARF.  PARTS  Bill  dark  brown  to  almost  black; 
lower  mandible  often  paler  at  base.  Legs 
slaty  bluish-black.  Iris  brown  with  whitish 
crescent  over  pupil  (adult)  or  uniform 
medium-grey  tone  (first-year). 


FIF.I.I)  CHARACTERS  AND  HABITAT  Skulking  and  retiring;  frequents  thick  cover  in  variety  of 
habitats:  tall  scrub  and  small  trees,  often  on  edge  of  open  space  in  coniferous,  mixed  or 
broadleaved  forests;  or  young  plantations  with  shrubbery  or  overgrown  hedges;  at  higher 
altitudes,  found  in  shrubby  growth.  In  winter,  frequents  acacia  scrub  and  palm  groves  of  arid 
regions  and  tall  scrub  of  semi-desert. 

VOICF  Song  may  begin  with  quiet,  delicate  musical  warble,  sometimes  inaudible  except  at 
very  close  range,  followed  by  penetrating,  rattling,  repeated  ‘Chikka-chikka-chikka  . . .’  or 
‘Chicker-chicker-chicker’.  Subsong  is  low,  quiet  warble  like  that  associated  with  rattle, 
delivered  chiefly  in  April  and  September.  Call  is  typical  of  Sylvia:  ‘Tak'  or  ‘Tchack’.  Alarm 
note  is  ‘Chaar’  or  ‘Chuur’. 


DISTRIBUTION  (see  map  for  breeding)  Winters  mainly  east  of  the  Nile  in  northeastern  Africa, 
south  to  Ethiopia  and  west  to  Chad  and  northern  Nigeria. 
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S.  c.  blythi 

PLUMAGE  In  autumn  (fresh  plumage),  as 
nominate  curruca  except  upperparts  warmer 
brown,  particularly  evident  on  tertials, 
which  sometimes  appear  almost  gingery. 
Underparts  whiter,  while  flanks  and  thighs 
with  more  sandy-buff  suffusion,  lacking 
pinkish  tinge  of  curruca.  In  late  winter  and 


spring,  upperparts  less  brown,  as  dull  as 
those  of  curruca,  making  distinction  very' 
difficult. 


BARF,  parts  As  curruca. 


FIELD  CHARACTERS  AND  HABITAT  I old  from  curruca  by  whiter  underparts  and  buff  (not 
pinkish)  flanks;  tertial  fringes  more  gingery  than  curruca,  recalling  Whitethroat,  but  paler. 
Chief  breeding  habitat  ranges  from  thickets  of  asparagus  in  southern  USSR  to  undergrowth  in 
forests  of  fir  Abies  and  aspen  Populus  farther  west.  On  steppes  and  mountain  slopes  (up  to 
2,000  m),  found  in  thickets  and  shrubbery  or  underbrush  in  forests. 


VOICE  Song  structure  similar  to  curruca , but  often  precedes  main  rattle  with  quick,  vibrant 
short  ‘Chu-chu-chu’.  Tone  of  rattle  recalls  weak  ‘Teacher-teacher-teacher’  of  Great  Tit  Parus 
major,  with  rattling  quality;  difference,  however,  is  slight  (and  may  vary  regionally). 
Determining  such  small  differences  in  song  tone  requires  thorough  familiarity  with  one  or 
other  of  the  races. 


DISTRIBUTION  (see  map  for  breeding)  Winters  southeastern  Iran,  Afghanistan,  Pakistan  and 
India  (chiefly  in  northwest,  but  east  to  West  Bengal  and  south  throughout  peninsular  plains 
to  Andhra  Pradesh,  Tamil  Nadu  and  Karnataka),  and  northern  Sri  Lanka. 


S.  c.  minula 

PLUMAGE  In  late  autumn  (fresh  plumage), 
upperparts  significantly  sandier  brown  than 
those  of  all  other  races,  with  possible  excep- 
tion of  margelanica,  and  with  noticeably  dull 
grey  head.  Mask  restricted  to  lores  and  fore 
ear-coverts  and  can  appear  comparatively 
dark  owing  to  contrast  with  paler  surround- 
ing area.  On  some,  however;  mask  may  be 
reduced  or  even  absent,  especially  in  worn 
plumage.  Well-developed  pale  grey  or  whit- 
ish streak  or  spot  just  over  and  behind  eye 
on  many  individuals  of  this  race.  Underparts 
sandy  white,  with  huffish  flanks.  Dark  areas 
on  tail  distinctly  paler  than  on  curruca,  being 
pale  grey-brown.  On  worn  adults  in  sum- 
mer, sandy-brown  upperparts  become 


paler.  Plumage  of  this  desert-dwelling  race 
prone  to  sun-bleaching;  in  extreme  cases, 
this  leads  to  very  worn  and  abraded  feathers 
(especially  in  tail  and  outer  primaries),  and 
upperparts  may  take  on  pale  yellow-ochre 
tone.  Since  this  race  intergrades  with  both 
blythi  and  margelanica,  intermediates  occur, 
and  caution  should  be  exercised  in  areas  of 
sympatry. 


BARF.  PARTS  Bill  dark  bluish-grey,  with  paler 
base  to  low'er  mandible.  Legs  dark  brown  to 
slate-grey.  Iris  pale  yellow-  (may  vary  with 
age). 


FIELD  CHARACTERS  AND  HABITAT  A small,  short-tailed  pale  warbler  with  fine  bill:  resembles 
Spectacled  S.  conspicillata  or  Desert  Warbler  S.  nana,  rather  than  nominate  Lesser 
Whitethroat.  Slimmer  and  smaller-headed  than  nominate  race;  with  plumage  described  as 
appearing  ‘washed-out’  (Wallace  1973).  Inhabits  scant  scrub  and  bush  cover  in  desert  or 
semi-desert  areas;  also  cultivated  areas  such  as  orchards  and  gardens. 

VOICE  Song  is  pleasant  and  varied  warble  without  terminal  rattle  of  curruca.  Call  most 
commonly  employed  is  harsh  ‘Ch’churrr-churrr’  or  ‘Chee-chee-chee’.  Harsh  ‘Tittitic’  and 
loud  staccato  buzzing  ‘Tz-tz-tz-tz,  tre-ter-zz-zz-zz'  also  recorded.  Some  individuals  also  scold 
like  curruca  (Gallagher  & Woodcock  1980;  Hollom  et  al.  1988;  S.  C.  Madge  in  litt.). 

DISTRIBUTION  (see  map  for  breeding)  W inters  in  eastern  Saudi  Arabia  and  southern  Arabia 
to  southeastern  Iran,  eastwards  to  central  India. 


S.  c.  margelanica 

PLUMAGE  General  appearance  pale  and  sandy-white  underparts  have  buffish-pink 
sandy-brown,  resembling  minula,  except  suffusion  on  flanks  in  fresh  plumage  (less 
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obvious  or  absent  when  worn)  and  is  darker 
and  with  more  pronounced  demarcation 
between  brown  and  white  on  inner  web  of 
outer  tail  feather.  Uppertail-coverts  grey, 
unlike  minula,  which  has  uniform  sandy- 
brown  mantle,  rump  and  uppertail-coverts. 
The  races  margelanica  and  minula  intergrade, 


so  only  well-marked  individuals  can  be 
racially  determined. 

BARF.  PARTS  Bill  dark  brown,  with  greyish 
base  to  lower  mandible.  Legs  dark  slate-grey 
or  brown.  Iris  grey. 


FIF.I.D  CHARACTERS  AND  HABITAT  Similar  to  minula , but  appears  bulkier  and  larger,  with  longer 
tail;  head  bigger,  giving  bull-necked  appearance. 

VOICF.  No  information. 


DISTRIBUTION  (see  map  for  breeding)  Thought  to  winter  in  much  the  same  area  as  minula. 


S.  c.  althaea 

PLUMAGE  In  autumn  (fresh  plumage),  up- 
perparts  bluish-grey  or  dark  slate-grey 
merging  into  greyish-black  crown.  Mask  less 
clearly  defined  than  on  typical  curruca  owing 
to  darker  crown.  Pale  edges  to  inner  secon- 
daries and  tertials  giving  sharply  contrasting 
pale  wing  panel.  Underparts  smoky  grey  as 
on  curruca,  but  usually  with  stronger  pinkish 
suffusion  on  breast  and  flanks.  Tail  some- 
what darker  than  that  of  curruca,  with  vari- 
able dusky-brown  in  white  outer  tail  feather 
on  some  individuals  (possibly  first-years); 
pure  white  on  others  (possibly  adults).  Less 


well-marked  individuals  resemble  nominate 
race  and  may  not  be  separable.  In  spring/ 
summer  (worn  plumage),  upperparts  be- 
come paler,  greyish-brown,  while  pale  edges 
to  secondaries  and  tertials  become  reduced, 
making  wing  panel  less  obvious.  Pinkish  hue 
on  underparts  subdued  or  absent.  This  race 
intergrades  with  curruca. 

BARF,  parts  Bill  almost  black,  with  pale  base 
to  lower  mandible.  Legs  grey  to  almost 
black.  Iris  dark  brown  (possibly  first-years) 
to  pale  greyish-yellow  (possibly  adults). 


FIELD  CHARACTERS  AND  HABITAT  Darker  and  slightly  bulkier  than  curruca',  difference  in  colour 
between  upperparts  and  head  less  obvious  than  on  curruca.  Dark  mask  also  less  obvious, 
tending  to  merge  with  darker  crown.  Pale  edgings  to  inner  secondaries  and  tertials  form 
obvious  wing  panel  (in  fresh  plumage).  Underparts  similar  to  those  of  curruca,  but  sometimes 
with  stronger  suffusion  on  flanks  and  thighs  (in  fresh  plumage).  Bill  deeper  than  on  curruca, 
rather  like  that  of  tit  Parus.  Favoured  habitats  are  broadleaved  woods  on  mountain  slopes,  tall 
subalpine  shrubbery  and  sparse  shrub  growth  on  steep  slopes  up  to  3,600  m. 

S.  C.  Madge  (in  lilt.)  states  that,  in  worn  plumage,  the  central  Asian  race  of  Whitethroat  S. 
communis  icterops  is  very  grey  and  has  virtually  no  rufous  in  the  wings,  and  is  thus  very  difficult 
to  separate  from  althaea,  being  best  distinguished  by  its  pale  legs  and  pale  bill  base. 


VOICF  Song  is  brief,  but  clear  ringing  warble,  ‘Tru-tru,  tru-ee,  tru-eee’,  not  unlike  that  of 
Blackcap  S.  atricapilla  in  quality,  and  quite  unlike  that  of  other  races  of  Lesser  Whitethroat 
(Wallace  1973).  Calls  include  melodious  ‘Wheet-wheet-wheet’  and  scolding  ‘Churr’. 

DISTRIBUTION  (see  map  for  breeding)  Winters  in  parts  of  Pakistan,  and  throughout  India  and 
Sri  Lanka,  on  lower  hill  slopes,  mainly  in  acacia  scrub. 


Conclusions 

Given  adequate  views  and  good  field  conditions,  well-marked  individuals 
of  the  Siberian  race  of  Lesser  Whitethroat,  blythi,  show  distinctive  plumage 
characteristics  in  fresh  plumage,  which  should  generally  distinguish  them 
from  the  nominate  race  in  the  autumn  and  early  winter.  Worn  individuals, 
however  (from  winter  to  summer),  may  show  similar  plumage  tones  to 
curruca ; only  those  showing  strong  blythi  markings  can  be  safely  identified 
during  this  period.  There  are  small  areas  where  blythi  and  curruca 
intergrade. 

Two  southeastern  races,  minula  and  althaea , may  be  separate  species; 
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2nd  p = 5. 0-6. 5 
& falls  6/7,  sometimes  8 


Wing  63-71 
Bill  11-12.5 
Tarsus  20-23 
Tail  57-60 


margelanica 


2nd  p = 3-8  & falls 
6/8  or  5/6  in  Asia  Minor 


1-6 


Wing  63-7 1 
Bill  11-13  Em.  3.4.5' 
(Depth  3.70-3.90) 
Tarsus  19-22 


althaea 


3-7 


543  543 

Fig.  3.  Wing-formulae  of  five  races  of  Lesser  Whitethroat  Syliha  curruca 


more  research  is  required.  The  Desert  Lesser  Whitethroat,  minula,  is 
distinctive  in  all  plumages,  and  should  easily  be  told  apart  from  curruca. 
The  easternmost  popidations  intergrade  with  margelanica , while  in  parts  of 
Iran  and  Turkestan  there  is  interbreeding  with  blythi.  Hume’s  Lesser 
Whitethroat,  althaea , in  its  typical  form,  may  be  separable  from  the 
nominate  race.  Intergradation,  however,  is  particularly  frequent  in  the 
areas  where  this  race  breeds  (mostly  with  curruca , but  other  forms  may  be 
involved).  Confusion  may  arise  in  some  areas  of  central  Asia  with  the 
eastern  form  of  Whitethroat,  S.  communis  icterops,  which  is  very  grey  and 
shows  little  or  no  rufous  in  the  wings. 

The  little-studied  Chinese  race  margelanica  is  a pale  form,  resembling 
minula  in  tone.  The  geographical  divide  between  this  and  the  nominate 
race  is  great,  and  direct  comparisons  make  identification  comparatively 
straightforward.  Problems  arise  in  localities  where  margelanica  overlaps 
with  minula ; intergradation  occurs,  making  discrimination  impossible. 
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Mystery  photographs 


-j  ^ A Good  grief,  what  a bill!  This,  or  an  analagous  expletive,  may 
well  be  heard  when  the  bird  is  first  seen.  The  most  distinct 
feature  is  the  long,  fairly  heavy,  decurved  bill.  Obviously  it  is  a Numenius 
(curlew  or  whimbrel).  There  are  eight  species  in  the  genus,  but,  because  it 
has  a plain  head  and  long  bill,  all  but  four  are  ruled  out.  These  are  the 
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Slender-billed  Curlew  N.  tenuirostris,  Curlew  N.  arquata,  Far  Eastern  Curlew 
N.  madagascariensis  and  Long-billed  Curlew  N.  americanus.  Of  these,  the  first 
has  a relatively  short,  fine  bill,  is  very  white  below  and  does  not  give  this 
heavy  appearance  (see  Brit.  Birds  77:  135-140,  581-586). 

The  other  three  species  pose  greater  difficulties  (in  black-and-white)  as 
their  bill  lengths  and  body  sizes  overlap  considerably.  We  are  left  with  few 
clues  which  might  lead  one  to  think,  correctly,  that  it  is  a Far  Eastern 
Curlew;  it  would  be  an  overconfident  observer  who  was  adamant  about 
this  identification.  The  bird  has  a combination  of  a distinctly  long,  heavy- 
looking bill,  a darkish  wash  spreading  over  the  visible  underparts,  and 
moderately  sized  streaks  on  the  flanks.  This  individual  was  photographed 
by  David  Tomlinson  in  January  in  Queensland,  Australia.  In  Southeast 
Asia,  it  can  occur  alongside  the  paler,  eastern  race  of  the  Curlew  N.  a. 
orientalis.  Given  a good  view  on  the  ground,  they  are  relatively  easily 
separated  by  the  Far  Eastern’s  pale  brown  wash  on  the  underparts 
spreading  well  onto  the  lower  belly  (unlike  the  white  background  colour  of 
orientalis ),  and  often  an  extremely  bland  looking  ‘face’,  with  little  sign  of 
supercilium  or  loral  patch.  All  problems  would  disappear  instantly  if  the 
bird  flew,  as  the  very  densely  dark-barred  underwing  and  the  dark  rump  of 
Far  Eastern  would  be  obvious  and  very'  different  from  the  mainly  white 
underwing  and  lower  back/upper  rump  of  both  races  of  Curlew. 

The  Long-billed  Curlew  of  North  America  is  rather  different  from  the 
two  Palearctic  curlews  in  its  deep  cinnamon,  very  lightly  marked 
underparts  and  virtually  unmarked  cinnamon  wing-linings.  Its  bill  can  be 
even  longer  than  the  Far  Eastern’s,  but  it  is  usually  finer.  In  a flock  of 

193.  Far  Eastern  Curlew  Numenius  madagascariensis,  Australia,  January  1986  ( David 

Tomlinson ) 
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194.  Male  Curlew  Numenius  arquata , Gwynedd,  August  1978  (BJ-  Chandler) 


195.  Female  Curlew  Numenius  arquata , Cumbria,  May  1959  (J.  B.  & S.  Bottom  ley ) 
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other  curlews  and  with  its  bill  tucked  away,  it  can  still  be  picked  out  by  the 
characteristic  mantle  and  scapulars,  the  feathers  of  which  are  very  dark, 
with  small  contrasting  pale  spots,  giving  a flecked,  not  streaked 
appearance. 

The  far  Eastern  Curlew  breeds  in  northeastern  Asia  and  winters  from 
Borneo  to  New  Zealand.  There  are  indications  that  it  has  become  much 
less  common  in  southeastern  Australia  over  the  last  50  years,  but  more 
frequent  in  New  Zealand.  To  date,  it  has  shown  few  signs  of  vagrancy, 
although  there  is  a recent  record  from  Afghanistan,  and  a few  turn  up  in 
Alaska.  Tony  Prater 


196.  Mystery'  photograph  135.  Identify  the  species.  Answer  next  month 


Notes 


Teal  with  abnormal  ‘face’  pattern  On  10th  January  1987,  at  the  Hayle 
Estuary',  Cornwall,  Steve  Cox,  Tim  Toohig  and  I watched  a female  Teal 
Anas  crecca  with  an  abnormal  ‘face’  pattern.  The  individual  showed  very- 
dark  brown  eye-stripes  in  front  of  and  behind  the  eyes;  well-defined,  long 
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Fig.  1.  Female  Teal  Anas  crecca  showing  abnormal  ‘face’  pattern,  Cornwall,  January  1987 

(Peter  H.  Aley) 


whitish  supercilia;  and  large  ill-defined  brownish-white  areas  extending 
from  just  below  the  eyes  to  the  bill  base.  The  remainder  of  the  head  was 
dull  medium-brown,  darkest  on  the  crown.  In  addition,  on  one  side  only,  a 
conspicuous,  very  dark  brown  vertical  bar  extended  from  just  below  the 
eye  (see  fig.  1). 

Although  I have  noted  female  (or  immature)  Teals  with  a variety  of 
different  head  patterns,  none  has  been  as  striking  as  the  Hayle  bird,  and  I 
can  find  no  reference  in  the  literature  to  any  similar  individual.  Given 
distant  or  obscured  views,  such  a bird  might  be  confused  with  Baikal  Teal 
A.formosa , which  can  exhibit  a similar  face  pattern  (Brit.  Birds  74:  321-326). 
The  one  at  Hayle,  however,  differed  in  no  other  way — in  plumage  or 
structure- — from  the  accompanying  female  Teals.  This  occurrence,  there- 
fore, emphasises  the  need  to  obtain  views  of  supporting  features  when 
confronted  by  a Teal  showing  an  odd  face  pattern.  PETER  H.ALEY 

12  Cromwell  Road,  St  Judes,  Plymouth , Devon  PL4  9QP 

Head-shaking  of  Garganey  and  Teal  while  feeding  Between  1983  and 
1985,  at  Cropston  Reservoir  and  Rutland  Water,  Leicestershire,  I have 
watched  both  Garganeys  Anas  querquedula  and  Teals  A.  crecca  feeding.  All  the 
Garganeys  were  individuals  in  eclipse  or  juvenile  plumage  (between  14th 
August  and  10th  September);  about  ten  were  watched  at  close  range  for 
some  length  of  time,  up  to  three  were  seen  together,  and  several  individuals 
were  seen  on  more  than  one  date.  All  showed  a feeding  action  different  from 
that  of  the  Teals,  which  on  all  occasions  were  feeding  alongside.  The 
majority  of  Garganeys  dabbled  in  typical  fashion,  and,  when  bringing  their 
head  out  of  the  water,  usually  shook  it  from  side  to  side  in  a deliberate 
flowing  manner.  Teals  frequently  shook  their  head,  although  usually  not 
with  any  regularity  (to  my  eyes,  it  seemed  an  action  in  irritation  rather  than 
as  part  of  a natural  feeding  action).  Only  once  did  1 observe  Garganeys 
up-ending,  when,  on  28th  August  1985,  two  were  alongside  several  Teals  on 
Rutland  Water.  Both  species  were  feeding  by  up-ending:  the  Teals 
appeared  to  head-shake  more  than  when  dabbling,  and  the  Garganeys 
performed  this  action  with  less  regularity  than  when  dabbling  but  with 
more  consistency  and  with  more  of  a flowing  movement  than  the  Teals.  I 
have  not  been  able  to  identify  the  food  being  taken  by  the  two  species;  it  may 
be  that,  even  though  they  fed  side  by  side,  they  were  taking  different  foods 
and  that  the  differing  actions  were  due  to  this.  Both  others  and  myself  have 
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found  that  the  differing  actions  have  made  the  initial  locating  of  Garganeys 
among  a party  of  Teals  easier  than  it  would  have  been  using  solely  shape 
and  markings.  J.  B.  HlGGOTT 

26  Link  Road , Anstey,  Leicester  LE7  7BW 

This  note  was  originally  published  in  the  December  1987  issue  [Brit.  Birds  80:  626),  but 
accidental  omission  of  part  of  the  text  changed  its  meaning  completely.  We  apologise  to 
the  author  and  to  our  readers  for  this  error.  The  entire  note  is,  therefore,  printed  here  in 
full.  Eds 

Kestrel  taking  Leach’s  Petrel  On  18th  October  1983,  at  Seaforth, 
Merseyside,  we  saw  a female  Kestrel  Falco  tinnunculus  suddenly  appear, 
scattering  a small  group  of  Leach’s  Petrels  Oceanodroma  leucorhoa,  one  of 
which  it  took  from  about  15  cm  above  the  waves.  The  Kestrel  then 
towered  almost  out  of  sight  with  the  petrel  in  its  talons. 

D.  Messenger,  A.  S.  Duckels,  M.  Pennington 

andj.  Taylor 
103  Hampstead  Road , Liverpool  1.6 

Merlin  preying  on  Leach’s  Petrel  On  21st  October  1986,  whilst 
seawatching  in  a force  4 wind,  at  South  VValney  Nature  Reserve, 
Cumbria,  Peter  Zaltowski  and  I saw  an  immature  Merlin  Falco 
columbarius  with  prey  labour  towards  us  from  approximately  1 kin  out  to 
sea.  The  Merlin  landed  on  shingle  100  m distant  and  started  to  tear  at 
the  head  of  its  prey,  a Leach's  Petrel  Oceanodroma  leucorhoa.  After  feeding 
for  30  minutes,  the  Merlin  departed;  only  the  wings,  legs  and  upper 
mandible  of  the  victim  were  left.  I have  been  unable  to  find  any 
reference  to  Merlins  preying  on  Leach's  Petrels.  Tim  Dean 

Coastguard  Cottages,  South  Walney  Nature  Reserve,  Walney  Island , Barrow-in- 

Furness,  Cumbria  IAN  3)'Q 

Peregrine  taking  Leach’s  Petrels  On  9th  September  1984,  off  Cow 
Harbour,  Calf  of  Man,  P.  Howlett  and  I saw'  a Peregrine  Falco  peregrinus 
attack  several  Leach's  Petrels  Oceanodroma  leucorhoa.  On  one  occasion, 
the  raptor  caught  a petrel  and  carried  it  back  to  its  cliff  perch  on  the  Isle 
of  Man.  On  another  two  occasions,  a Peregrine,  after  a sortie  over  the 
sea,  was  seen  flying  back  to  its  cliff  perch  with  small  black  birds  thought 
to  be  Leach’s  Petrels,  and  on  a fourth  occasion  the  falcon  attacked  and 
narrowly  missed  a Leach's  Petrel  not  more  than  200  m from  us.  Similar 
incidents,  involving  a total  of  one  Leach’s  and  three  unidentified 
petrels,  occurred  on  21st  and  22nd  September  and  on  20th  October.  On 
each  occasion,  the  same  Peregrine  was  thought  to  be  concerned.  Dr  D. 
Ratcliffe  (1980,  The  Peregrine  Falcon)  recorded  a large  variety  of  prey- 
species  taken  by  Peregrines,  including  Storm  Petrel  Hydrobates  pelagicus, 
but  not  Leach’s  Petrel.  David  Walker 

165  Avon  mead.  Greenmeadow,  Swindon,  Wiltshire 

Pale  trailing  edge  to  secondaries  of  Baillon’s  Crake  During  May 
1985,  at  Beidaihe,  northeast  China,  D.  N.  Bakewell  and  I saw  80 
migrant  Baillon’s  Crakes  Porzana  pusilla.  At  least  nine  of  these,  probably 
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Fig.  1.  Baillon’s  Crake  Porzana  pusilla  showing  pale  trailing  edge  to  secondaries  (D.  N. 

Bakewell ) 

more,  showed  a whitish  trailing  edge  to  the  secondaries  in  flight,  which, 
on  some,  was  rather  prominent,  extending  across  the  whole  visible  area 
of  the  secondaries.  It  was  never  so  clear  cut  as  on,  for  example, 
Redshank  Tringa  totanus , but  was  more  of  a diffuse  border,  and  much 
less  obvious  (fig.  1).  The  unexpectedness  of  this  feature,  however, 
caused  the  first  individual  seen  in  flight  to  be  mistakenly  identified  as 
Asian  Yellow  Rail  Cotumicops  noveboracensis  (it  was  only  when  a definite 
Asian  Yellow  Rail  was  seen  that  the  true  brightness  and  extent  of  the 
white  on  the  secondaries  of  that  species  was  appreciated). 

This  feature  is  not  expressly  mentioned  in  the  literature  on  Baillon’s 
Crake,  and  may  be  peculiar  to  the  nominate  race  (which  occurs  from 
southern  Russia  east  to  Japan  and  south  to  Iran,  northern  India  and 
south  China),  although  it  may  have  gone  unnoticed  on  the  race 
intermedia  (which  occurs  in  Europe  and  north  Africa),  owing  to  the 
infrequency  with  which  good  flight  views  of  Baillon’s  Crake  are 
obtained.  I can  find  no  reference  to  a white  trailing  edge  being  present 
on  the  wing  of  Little  Crake  P.  parva , so  it  may  be  a further  separation 
feature  for  some  individuals  of  Baillon’s  Crake. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  D.  N.  Bakewell  for  supplying  the  accompanying 
sketch  and  supporting  these  observations.  GEOFF  Carey 

77 A Princess  Victoria  Street,  Clifton,  Bristol BS8  4DD 

Barry  Taylor,  who,  with  Peter  Becker,  is  currently  preparing  a paper  for  British  Birds  on 
the  identification  of  West  Palearctic  crakes,  has  commented  as  follows:  ‘I  have  noted  a 
pale  trailing  edge  to  the  wings  of  both  Baillon’s  and  Little  Crakes  in  the  field,  but  not  to 
the  extent  implied  in  this  note.  I cannot  find  any  skin  of  Baillon’s  among  the  300+  skins 
in  the  British  Museum  (Natural  History),  Tring,  which  shows  such  a markedly  white 
secondaries  area.  Almost  all  Baillon’s  have  narrow  paler  fringes  to  the  secondary  tips, 
and  probably  90%  have  pale  fringes  to  the  primary  tips,  often  less  noticeably  so  than  on 
the  secondaries.  The  pale  colour  varies  in  extent  and  tone,  from  only  slightly  paler  brown 
and  indistinct  in  some  birds  to  buff  or  whitish-buff  and  thus  more  prominent  in  others — 
in  such  birds  it  is  well  visible  from  some  angles  in  flight.  Some  birds  (both  sexes,  all  ages) 
also  have  a white  terminal  or  subterminal  spot  on  either  the  inner  or  all  the  secondaries; 
some  may  even  show  this  character  on  primaries  as  well;  some  also  have  white  spots 
along  the  webs  of  the  secondaries.  Pale  spots  also  contribute  to  the  prominence  of  a pale 
trailing  edge  in  flight.  The  pale  tips  to  the  remiges  do  not  disappear  with  wear  in  many 
individuals;  they  may  become  less  distinct  as  feather  tips  become  abraded,  but  they  may 
also  become  more  extensive  and  prominent  with  bleaching  of  the  distal  portion  of  the 
remiges.  Some  individuals  may  have  paler  secondaries  than  primaries  (greyer-  or  buffer- 
tinged),  this  giving  an  even  paler  appearance  to  the  rear  edge  of  the  inner  wing. 

‘There  is  no  apparent  difference  in  the  character  between  the  races  pusilla , intermedia  and 
obscura,  on  the  basis  of  an  examination  of  over  250  skins  (some  from  China)  at  the  BMNH, 
Tring.  The  character  is  also  present  in  Little  Crake,  many  of  which  show  it  to  a similar  extent 
(again,  I have  noted  it  in  the  field).  If  this  plumage  detail  is  noted,  then  other  distinctions 
between  Baillon’s  and  Little  Crakes  should  be  easily  visible.  Although  not  overtly  mentioned 
in  the  text,  the  pale  trailing  edge  on  Baillon’s  is  clearly  shown  in  BWP  2 (p.  565).’  Ens 
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Waders  eating  fish — and  chips  On  5th  December  1981  and  10th  and 
19th  January  1982,  during  severe  weather,  I visited  Scarborough 
Harbour,  North  Yorkshire.  Concentrations  of  waders  were  feeding  on 
and  around  the  fish-market  pier  on  the  trimmings  left  over  from  fish- 
filleting.  1 hese  were  mainly  pieces  of  white-fish  species,  dogfish  and 
rays.  On  19th  January,  a Dunlin  Calidris  alpina  was  tearing  flesh  from  the 
remains  of  a thornback  ray  Raja  clavata  weighing  at  least  1 kg.  The 
waders  included  up  to  28  Turnstones  Arenaria  interpres,  two  Redshanks 
/ ringa  totanus , at  least  20  Dunlins  and  three  Purple  Sandpipers  C. 
maritima.  The  pier  was  very  busy  w'ith  fishing  activities  and  the  waders 
were  frequently  disturbed,  but  they  returned  constantly  to  the  pier  and 
the  dustbins  of  fish  scraps.  Turnstones  also  cleaned  out  mussel  shells 
Mytilus  edulis  which  contained  fragments  of  tissue  (the  mussels  had  been 
extracted  for  use  as  line  baits). 

On  5th  December,  three  Purple  Sandpipers  were  feeding  on  fish 
scraps  on  the  pier  when  a passer-by  dropped  a bag  of  potato  chips.  The 
sandpipers  immediately  began  to  eat  these,  perforating  each  chip  along 
its  long  axis  and  eating  the  soft  interior.  So  intent  were  the  waders  that, 
although  they  were  disturbed  many  times  during  the  period,  they 
returned  to  the  chips  within  seconds.  1 can  find  no  similar  observations 
on  opportunistic  feeding  by  Purple  Sandpipers.  The  Turnstone’s  diet 
includes  a wide  range  of  ‘eccentric’  items,  but  on  this  occasion  this 
species  did  not  indulge  in  chip-eating.  M ICH  AEI.  C I.F.GG 

26  Malham  Way,  Knaresborough,  North  Yorkshire  HG5  0//(> 

Common  Gulls  feeding  on  cherries  During  the  first  two  weeks  of 
August  1984,  at  Drumnadrochit,  Inverness-shire,  a flock  of  about  30 
Common  Gulls  Lams  canus  rested  for  much  of  each  day  on  the  school 
playing-field  or  on  the  adjacent  shinty  pitch.  Between  the  two  fields  were 
four  cherry'  trees  Pmnus  laden  with  a heavy  crop.  These  attracted  Song 
Thrushes  Turdus  philomelos,  Blackbirds  T.  memla  and  Rooks  Corrus  frugilegus, 
which  fed  in  the  foliage,  and  also  many  local  children,  who  tried  to  knock 
the  fruit  off  the  trees.  The  net  result  was  large  numbers  of  cherries 
littering  the  ground  beneath  the  trees,  and  it  was  on  these  that  the  gulls 
fed. 

Although  the  Common  Gull  flock  contained  on  average  only  37% 
juveniles  (17  adults  and  ten  juveniles,  based  on  five  counts),  76%  of  the 
gulls  observed  at  the  cherries  were  juveniles  (based  on  30  observations). 
On  two  occasions,  three  juvenile  Herring  Gulls  L.  argentatus  were  also  seen 
feeding  on  the  cherries.  After  feeding,  the  gulls  regurgitated  pellets 
composed  of  cherry'  stones,  stalks  and  the  outer  skins  of  the  fruit.  A 
sample  of  38  pellets  contained  on  average  18.4  stones  (range  6-31;  SD 
6.43),  and  a smaller  sample  of  nine  contained,  as  well  as  stones,  an 
average  of  seven  stalks  (range  3-13;  SD  3.67).  Ten  pellets  were  measured, 
giving  an  average  size  of  36.5  X 22.5  mm  (range  51  X 25  to  27  X 19  mm). 
Vernon  (1972,  Bird  Study  19:  173-186),  studying  the  food  of  British 
Common  Gulls,  found  no  records  of  their  eating  ‘orchard’  fruits;  he  did, 
however,  quote  two  records  of  Black-headed  Gulls  L.  ridibundus  visiting 
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orchards  on  the  Continent  to  feed  on  cherries  during  a drought.  The 
summer  of  1984  in  Drumnadrochit  was  characterised  by  exceptionally  dry 
weather,  with  rainfall  64%  less  than  the  usual  March-to-August  average; 
under  such  conditions,  earthworms  in  particular  would  be  hard  to  obtain. 
During  this  dry  spell,  gulls  fed  regularly  in  Drumnadrochit  gardens,  on 
household  waste;  adults  appeared  to  exploit  this  food  source  more 
successfully  than  juveniles,  which  may  explain  why  the  latter  were  more 
often  seen  at  the  cherries.  R.  L.  SWANN 

28  Druimlon  Road , Drumnadrochit,  Inverness-shire 


Since  berries  (e.g.  Empetrum  and  Vaccinium ) are  apparently  important  in  some  areas  as  a 
food  for  this  species  (see  BWP,  vol.  3),  it  is  perhaps  not  surprising  that  small  stone  fruits 
are  also  taken.  Ens 


Early  acquisition  of  first-winter  plumage  by  White-winged  Black 
Tern  On  14th  September  1986,  a White-winged  Black  Tern  Chlidonias 
leucopterus  was  located  at  Dungeness,  Kent.  Because  of  its  lack  of  a 
conspicuous  dark  ‘saddle’  (mantle  and  scapulars),  it  was  initially 
considered  by  some  observers  to  be  an  adult  in  winter  plumage.  It  was, 
however,  a first-winter  individual,  as  indicated  by  its  extensively  grey 
‘saddle’,  some  remaining  blackish  juvenile  lower  scapulars,  fresh 
juvenile  wing  pattern,  and  relatively  dark  (dusky  grey)  tail;  this 
plumage  is  normally  acquired  in  winter  quarters  and  appears  to  be 
unrecorded  among  autumn  records  of  the  species  in  Britain  (P.  J.  Grant 
in  litt.).  The  possibility  of  Whiskered  Tern  C.  hybridus , which  regularly 
acquires  first-winter  plumage  before  or  during  migration  (Brit.  Birds  74: 
43-45),  was  eliminated  mainly  by  head  pattern  (very  little  black:  typical 
of  White-winged  Black)  and  obvious  white  rump.  K.  Reid 

Dungeness  Bird  Observatory,  Dungeness,  Romney  Marsh,  Kent  TN29  9A’.-t 


Apparent  food  piracy  by  Wren  on  a Treecreeper  On  the  morning  of 
20th  January  1983,  in  my  garden  on  the  Ashridge  Estate  in  Hertford- 
shire, I was  watching  a Treecreeper  Certhia  familiaris  feeding  on  the  base 
of  a silver  birch  Betula  pendula  growing  from  the  lawn.  It  was  moving  up 
the  trunk  when  a Wren  Troglodytes  troglodytes  flew  across,  landed  about 
30  cm  below  it  and  proceeded  to  follow  it  upwards.  When  the 
Treecreeper  located  some  food,  the  Wren  displaced  it,  dug  its  beak  into 
the  same  spot  and  then  took  off,  presumably  with  the  food  item.  The 
Treecreeper  returned  and  continued  to  forage  higher  up  the  tree,  but  I 
did  not  see  the  Wren  again.  There  is  no  doubt  in  my  mind  that  the 
Wren  took  advantage  of  the  Treecreeper’s  ability  to  locate  a food  item 
and  then  stole  it.  L.  C.  HOPKINS 

Beggars  Roost,  Alderton  Drive,  Little  Gaddesden,  Berkhamsted, 

Hertfordshire  HP4  INA 


Tree  Sparrows  defoliating  rowan  twigs  On  29th  April  and  3rd  May 

1983,  at  Knaresborough,  North  Yorkshire,  I watched  two  Tree 
Sparrows  Passer  montanus  collecting  partly  opened  leaves  from  the  twigs 
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of  a rowan  Sorbus  aucuparia  in  a garden  some  20  m from  the  window  of 
our  house.  I he  leaves  selected  from  the  upper  branches  were  at  the 
soft,  downy  and  still-folded  stage.  On  the  first  occasion,  only  one 
sparrow  carried  leaves  away,  but  the  presumed  pair  arrived  and 
departed  together,  making  at  least  six  visits  over  a 25-minute  period. 
On  the  second  occasion,  both  birds  collected  leaves  and  carried  them 
away  during  a 15-minute  period.  The  sparrows  appeared  to  be  flying  to 
a railway  embankment  about  150  m away,  where  I presumed  they  were 
nesting.  A few  leaves  were  picked  and  later  dropped,  but  most  were 
taken  in  beakloads  of  three  or  four.  The  effect  on  the  upper  branches  of 
the  tree  was  quite  marked  for  the  rest  of  the  year,  with  some  twigs 
devoid  of  leaves  except  for  a terminal  tuft.  In  1984,  the  behaviour  was 
repeated  by  two  Tree  Sparrows  on  25th  April  and  by  a single  one  on 
26th  April.  I assumed  that  the  leaves  were  being  used  as  nest  lining,  but 
can  find  no  parallel  observations.  The  rowan  is  widely  planted  as  a 
verge  tree  on  this  new  housing  estate  and  most  gardens  contain  one, 
presumably  as  an  ‘anti-witch  precaution’  in  accordance  with  Scottish 
folklore.  Michael  Clegg 

26  Malham  Way,  Knaresborough,  North  Yorkshire  HG5  OHQ 
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Seabirds  on  board  ships  After  reading  the  two  letters  concerning  the 
record  of  the  Capped  Petrel  Pterodroma  hasitata  at  Barmston,  Humberside 
(Brit.  Birds  80:  284-286),  I think  the  following  incident  may  be  of  some 
interest. 

On  8th  October  1986,  1 was  asked  to  identify  three  small  birds  on  board 
the  1 1,000-ton  cargo  vessel  Lane  in  Foynes  Harbour,  Co.  Limerick.  These 
proved  to  be  two  Storm  Petrels  Hydrobates  pelagicus  and  a Leach's  Petrel 
Oceanodroma  leucorhoa.  The  captain  told  me  they  had  landed  on  the  ship  in 
thick  fog  off  the  southeast  coast  of  Ireland  tw'o  days  earlier.  I found  them 
scuttling  about  like  mice  among  the  chart  cabinets  on  the  navigation  deck. 
When  freed,  they  all  flew,  but  one  Storm  Petrel  did  so  rather  weakly, 
landing  on  the  water  about  100  m away  and  swimming  to  the  shore.  The 
other  Storm  Petrel  was  much  stronger  on  the  wing  and,  after  circling  the 
harbour,  flewr  off  towards  the  open  water  of  the  Shannon  Estuary.  The 
Leach’s  Petrel  also  flew  strongly,  but  went  inland  and  was  quickly  lost  to 
sight. 

The  exact  position  of  the  ship  w hen  the  birds  landed  on  it  was  not  clear, 
but  it  seems  certain  that  they  were  carried  for  at  least  400  km. 

This  incident  hardly  seems  to  bear  out  J.  R.  Mather’s  contention  that  ‘It 
is  most  unlikely  that  a bird  of  this  kind  would  land  on  board  a ship  in  its 
home  waters  in  the  first  place,  and,  if  it  did,  it  would  be  likely  to  be  cast 
overboard  by  the  crew,  whether  alive  or  dead.'  Ewart  JONES 

2 Cragmore , Askeaton,  Co.  Limerick.  Ireland 
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Ships  and  Capped  Petrels  W.  F.  Curtis  (Brit.  Birds  80:  284-287)  is  not 
entirely  correct  in  reporting  that  pelagic  birds  rarely  come  on  board 
vessels.  During  some  25  years  of  collating  Royal  Naval  Bird-watching 
Society  notes,  I remember  many  examples,  indeed  so  many  that  we  had  to 
devise  a special  form  for  recording  them,  which  resulted  in  the  receipt  of 
detailed  descriptions  of  ten  to  20  seabirds  annually.  While  we  do  not  seem 
to  have  had  many  from  Bill  Curtis,  I note  that  he  has  also  had  up  to  37 
birds  on  board  in  a single  night  himself,  though  most  soon  left  again  (Sea 
Swallow  35:  33),  so,  despite  the  fact  that  he  is  supposed  to  spend  his  time 
in  a radio  shack,  he  has  some  knowledge  of  the  subject. 

In  general,  small  seabirds  not  uncommonly  come  to  ships’  lights  at 
night,  when  they  may  crawl  into  the  machinery  or  land  in  the  scuppers 
and  die  but  escape  attention  for  some  time.  Larger  species  occur  less 
often,  but  may  then  strike  the  superstructure  and  suffer  a similar  fate.  Fit 
birds  are  often  kept  overnight,  but  released  next  day,  as  in  the  case  of  two 
Cory’s  Shearwaters  Calonectris  diomedea  of  the  North  Atlantic  race  borealis 
which  came  on  board  at  38°S  42°W  in  their  winter  quarters  in  the  South 
Atlantic  (Ibis  97:  145-149)  on  10th  February  1985  (plate  197).  Injured  birds 
may  be  nursed  on  board  for  some  time  and  released  far  away.  Some 
species,  notably  Red-footed  Boobies  Sula  sula,  and  also  the  American  (or 
Snowy  or  Yellow-faced  or  Yellow-billed)  Sheathbill  Chionis  alba  which 
accompanied  a Royal  Fleet  Auxiliary  from  the  South  Atlantic  back  to 
Plymouth  in  1982  (Brit.  Birds  75:  591),  may  follow  the  ship  for  thousands  of 
kilometres.  Gulls  have  even  been  known  to  cross  the  North  Sea  in  a state 
of  suspended  animation  in  a ship’s  freezer  and  revive  afterwards  ( Scotsman , 

197.  Cory’s  Shearwater  Calonectris  diomedea,  at  sea  24th  January  1974,  quoted  in 
(38°S  42° W),  February  1985  (W.  R.  P.  Bourne)  Sea  Swallow 24:  63). 

Despite  these  qualifications, 

1 support  Bill  Curtis  and  John 
Mather  in  their  protest  at  the 
treatment  of  the  Capped  Petrel 
Pterodroma  hasitata  washed  ashore 
at  Barmston,  Humberside,  on 
16th  December  1984.  Although 
it  was  rather  rare  at  one  time, 
following  the  introduction  of 
mammalian  predators  to  its 
breeding  islands  in  the  West 
Indies,  it  appears  to  be  increas- 
ing again  in  the  cliffs,  and  is 
now  once  more  ‘fairly  com- 
mon’ in  a limited  area  along 
the  edge  of  the  American  con- 
tinental shelf  to  the  north  of 
its  breeding-places  (where  I 
have  seen  them),  with  a peak 
in  December  when  the  York- 
shire bird  was  recorded  (1).  S. 
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Lee,  Amer.  Birds  40:  409-412).  It  seems  unlikely  that  a body  brought  across 
the  Atlantic  on  a ship  would  be  thrown  overboard  only  in  the  North  Sea.  If 
it  was,  it  has  been  shown  that  bodies  dumped  there  are  most  likely  to  drift 
east  with  the  prevailing  winds  to  the  coast  of  Europe  (C.  J.  Bibby,  Omis 
Scand.  12:  261-265).  On  the  other  hand,  a vagrant  which  wandered  north 
along  the  warm  water  of  the  North  Atlantic  Drift  to  the  coast  of  Norway 
seems  likely  to  try'  to  return  through  the  North  Sea  and  come  ashore  on 
the  east  coast  of  Britain.  W.  R.  P.  Bourne 

3 Contlaw  Place,  Milltimber,  Aberdeen  ABl  ODS 


The  status  of  Little,  Audubon’s  and  ‘Levantine’  Shearwaters  in 
Britain  and  Ireland  Since  Curtis  et  al.  (Brit.  Birds  78:  123-138) 
questioned  the  status  of  several  shearwaters  in  Britain,  and  I was 
originally  responsible  for  this  section  of  the  British  Ornithologists’ 
Union’s  The  Status  of  Birds  in  Britain  and  Ireland  (1971 ),  it  may  be  useful  to 
explain  the  situation.  It  was  decided  to  follow  the  most  generally 
accepted  classification  at  the  time,  by  the  late  Charles  Vaurie  (1965, 
Birds  of  the  Palearctic  Fauna,  vol.  2)  and  to  comment  only  briefly  on  races 
since  they  often  intergrade  and  may  then  be  hard  to  tell  apart  even  in 
the  hand,  leave  alone  at  sea.  This  led  to  the  downgrading  of  both 
Audubon’s  Shearwater  Puffnus  Iherminieri  and  ‘Levantine’  Shearwater  P. 
pujfnus/yelkouan  yelkouan , covered  at  length  in  some  previous  publica- 
tions, because  Vaurie  followed  Hartert  in  treating  the  first  as  a race  of 
the  Little  Shearwater  P.  assimilis  and  the  second  as  a race  of  the  Manx 
Shearwater  P.  puffinus.  Thus,  neither  would  ever  have  received  much 
more  than  a passing  mention  even  if  it  had  not  been  decided  that  since 
their  status  was  obscure  it  might  be  better  to  omit  them. 

It  seems  surprising  that  the  Little  and  Audubon's  Shearwaters  are 
still  described  as  sedentary  species.  As  long  ago  as  1967,  both  Peter 
Post  (Bird  Banding  38:  278-305)  and  I (Ibis  109:  1 52)  reported  that  they 
are  among  the  water  birds  that  tend  to  disperse  into  higher  latitudes  in 
the  late  summer.  In  addition,  a Little  Shearwater  was  first  reported  on 
board  a vessel  off  Valentia,  southwest  Ireland,  as  early  as  11th  May  in 
1853  (Zoologist  (1853):  3947-3950),  at  a time  when  it  was  postulated  that 
such  species  might  breed  in  that  area.  While  further  small  shearwaters 
found  more  recently  on  the  Pembrokeshire  islands  were  initially 
dismissed  as  dwarf  Manx,  this  is  not  normally  such  a variable  species, 
and  the  measurements  given,  and  especially  the  proportions,  agree 
better  with  those  of  the  Little  Shearwater,  which  has  now  been  proved 
to  occur  there  (Brit.  Birds  58:  349,  521-522;  59:  250-253;  79:  28-33,  681). 

In  addition  to  a growing  number  of  Little  Shearwaters,  two 
Audubon’s  Shearwaters  are  reported  to  have  reached  Britain:  British 
Museum  (Natural  History)  specimen  1881-5-1-6012  from  the  Gould 
collection  labelled  ‘said  to  have  been  killed  in  Devonshire  -Mr  (or  nr?) 
Whitelees’,  which  seems  inadequate  documentation,  and  one  said  to 
have  been  found  on  a beach  near  Hastings  on  7th  January  1936 
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discussed  by  the  late  J.  M.  Harrison  (who  was  most  hurt  by  my  sceptical 
attitude)  in  his  Bristow  and  the  Hastings  Rarities  Affair  (1968:  pp.  61-64), 
and  formally  rejected  by  the  BOU  Records  Comynittee  in  1978  ( Ibis  120: 
41 1).  Now,  the  following  description  of  three  birds  identified  as yelkouan 
off  Devon  in  early  May  in  unspecified  years  summarised  from  P. 
McCartney  (Brit.  Birds  79:  351-352)  must  surely  raise  the  question 
whether  Audubon’s  Shearwater  has  also  been  overlooked: 

‘First  impression  that  it  was  a Little  Shearwater — slightly  shorter — much  faster  wingbeat 
than  adjacent  Manx.  Immediately  realised  that  it  was  only  marginally  smaller  than  Manx 
(5-10%)  and  obviously  brown  & white.  Paler  brown  than  Balearic,  horizontal  division 
through  eye  as  sharp  as  Manx,  white  underparts  . . . illustration  8b  gives  an  excellent  idea 
of  the  first  two  individuals  I observed,  the  third  may  have  been  as  large  as  that  in 
illustration  8a,  but,  even  so,  its  plumage  was  quite  distinct  from  mauretanicus  and 
nominate  Manx.’ 

The  illustrations  attributed  to  yelkouan  in  question  (BWP\  ol.  1,  plate  15) 
show  birds  with  clear-cut  markings  and  pale,  uniform  brown  backs 
which  appear  much  more  similar  to  Audubon’s  Shearwater. 

Similar  problems  arise  with  the  British  status  of  the  so-called 
‘Levantine’  Shearwater  P.  p./y.  yelkouan  of  the  eastern  Mediterranean, 
which  has  now  been  shown  by  ringing  to  migrate  in  a different 
direction,  towards  the  Black  Sea  (which  can  also  be  regarded  as  a 
distinct  species  under  the  name  ‘Yelkouan  Shearwater’:  Brit.  Birds  81: 
306-319).  For  half  a century,  this  was  also  happily  accepted  as  an 
occasional  visitor  to  British  seas,  until  H.  F.  Witherby  showed  that  all 
the  19  traceable  specimens  (including  nine  from  Yorkshire)  belonged  to 
a distinct  form,  mauretanicus , subsequently  christened  the  ‘Balearic 
Shearwater’  when  it  was  found  to  breed  in  those  islands,  which  overlaps 
with  yelkouan  in  its  size  and  appearance  (The  Handbook  vol.  4,  p.  47).  If  the 
form  yelkouan  is  as  common  off  Yorkshire  as  suggested  by  Curtis  et  al.,  it 
should  have  occurred  among  these  specimens.  W.  R.  P.  Bourne 

3 Contlaw  Place,  Milltimber,  Aberdeen  AB1  ODS 


John  Gould  and  the  storm-petrels  While  it  was  kind  of  the  Editors  to 
attribute  a prediction,  that  Wilson’s  Storm-petrel  Oceanites  oceanicus 
would  prove  to  be  numerous  in  western  British  and  Irish  waters,  to  me 
(Brit.  Birds  80:  660),  the  credit  for  this  discovery  belongs  elsewhere  over 
a century  before.  On  10th  May  1839,  John  Gould  (Ann.  Mag.  Nat.  Hist.  5: 
139-146,  nomenclature  in  brackets  amended)  wrote  to  the  Chairman  of 
the  Scientific  Committee  of  the  Zoological  Society  of  London  during 
his  historic  tour  of  Australia: 

‘It  is  now  twelve  months  since  I left  England.  The  early  part  of  the  passage  was  boistrous 
and  adverse,  our  ship  being  detained  eleven  days  in  the  Bay  of  Biscay,  during  which 
period  numbers  of  land-birds,  all  of  European  species  constantly  visited  the  vessel;  but  as 
no  great  interest  attaches  itself  to  their  chance  occurrence,  1 shall  confine  my 
observations  more  particularly  to  those  species  which  make  the  expansive  ocean  their 
home,  and  whose  natural  limits  have  been  but  slightly  recorded.  The  members  of  the 
(Family  Hydrobatidae)  were  the  birds  to  which  my  especial  attention  was  directed,  from 
the  circumstance  of  the  group  being  but  slightly  understood  . . . 

‘Immediately  off  the  Land’s  End  Wilson’s  Storm-Petrel  ( Oceanites  oceanicus)  was  seen  in 
abundance,  and  continued  to  accompany  the  ship  through  the  Bay.  The  little  Storm- 


Letters 


403 


Petrel  ( Hydrobales  pelagicus)  was  also  seen,  but  in  far  less  numbers:  both  species 
disappeared  on  approaching  the  latitudes  of  Madeira,  their  place  being  occupied  by 
another  species,  which  I took  to  be  (Bulwer’s  Petrel  Bulweria  bulwerii).  This  latitude  was 
also  favourable  to  the  Shearwaters,  (Cory’s  Shearwater  Calonectris  diomedea  and  the  Little 
Shearwater  Puffinus  assimilis),  the  former  being  there  in  greater  numbers  . . . 

YVe  crossed  the  equator  on  the  7th  ofjuly  . . . lhis  portion  of  the  ocean’s  surface  was 
also  inhabited  by  Storm-Petrels,  but  of  a distinct  species  from  any  I have  hitherto 
observed,  and  which  1 believe  to  be  new  to  science  . . . As  1 had  everv  reason  to  expect,  1 
found  the  Australian  seas  inhabited  by  their  own  peculiar  Storm-Petrels  . . four  distinct 
species  of  which  1 have  already  observed  since  leaving  the  Cape  . . .’ 

1 his  account  is  remarkable  for  a number  of  reasons.  Gould's 
observation  that  Wilson’s  Storm-petrel  may  occur  off  Land’s  End  was 
quoted  in  the  standard  textbooks  for  a time  and  then,  when  nobody  else 
noticed  the  birds,  discounted.  Similarly,  some  recent  authors  have  also 
overlooked  where  he  originally  discovered  both  the  Black-bellied 
Fregetto  tropica  and  Grey-backed  Storm-petrels  Carrodia  nereis  (both  of 
which  1 have  seen  in  the  same  places),  so  that  his  type  localities  are  still 
usually  left  blank  on  maps  of  their  ranges.  It  is  also  interesting  to  observ  e 
that  he  was  already  applying  the  name  ‘storm-petrel’  collectively  to  all  the 
Hydrobatidae  at  such  an  early  date,  and  what  this  supreme  ‘twitcher 
thought  of  stray  migrants.  Unfortunately,  once  he  reached  the  Southern 
Ocean  and  had  made  a representative  collection,  he  concluded  that  much 
the  same  seabirds  occur  all  around  the  world  there,  and  took  little  further 
interest  in  them.  W.  R.  P.  BOURNE 

3 Contlaw  Place , Milltimber,  Aberdeen  ABI  ODS 
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‘BB’-Sunbird  tour  to  Israel  The  first  fl/LSunbird  tour  to  Israel,  in  1981,  was  a great  success 
(see  Brit.  Birds  74:  354-355).  We  are  now  planning  a repeat  visit,  during  5th- 19th  April  1989. 
British  Birds  subscribers  are  exclusively  entitled  to  a 10%  reduction  on  the  full  price  of  this 
tour. 

Israel’s  reputation  as  the  hub  of  the  Africa-Eurasia  migration  route  is  very  w ell  established 
these  days  and  little  needs  to  be  said  here  of  its  ornithological  riches.  Suffice  to  say  that  well 
in  excess  of  200  species  should  be  seen  during  the  tour.  Observations  are  likely  to  include 
spectacular  raptor  passages  and  most  of  the  species  for  which  Israel  is  famous,  such  as 
Lappet-faced  Vulture  Torgos  tracheliotus.  Pallid  Harrier  Circus  macroums.  Steppe  Eagle  Aquila 
rapax.  Black  Francolin  Francotinus  Jrancolinus,  Greater  Sand  Plover  Charadrius  leschenaultii , 
Lichtenstein’s  Sandgrouse  Pterocles  lichtensteinii , Namaqua  Dove  Oena  capensis.  Hume’s  Tawny 
Owl  Strix  bulled,  Hooded  Wheatear  Oenanthe  monacha , Clamorous  Reed  Warbler  Acrocephalus 
stentoreus , Arabian  Warbler  Sylvia  leucomelaena , Orange-tufted  Sunbird  Nectarinia  osea.  Dead  Sea 
Sparrow  Passer  moabiticus,  and  Desert  Finch  Rhodospiza  obsoleta. 

The  tour  will  be  split  into  two  parts — a week  in  Eilat  during  5th- 1 2th  April  and  a week 
touring  around  the  rest  of  the  country,  during  12th- 19th  April.  Each  week  can  be  taken 
separately,  or  put  together  as  a two-week  holiday.  David  Fisher  and  a British  Birds 
representative  will  lead  the  tour  jointly;  and  full  details  can  be  obtained  from  David  at 
Sunbird,  PO  Box  76,  Sandy,  Bedfordshire  SG19  IDF. 

Destinations  for  other  /?/?-Sunbird  tours  planned  for  1989  may  include  China.  Watch  BB 
for  future  announcements! 
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‘International  Bird  Identification’  This  is  the  title  of  a 64-page  booklet  produced  jointly 
by  British  Birds  and  the  International  Birdwatching  Center  Eilat.  It  contains  16 
identification  papers,  by  Per  Alstrom,  Bill  Clark,  Dr  Philippe  J.  Dubois,  Jon  Dunn,  Merav 
Gellert,  Peter  Grant,  Krister  Mild,  Joe  Morlan,  Killian  Mtrllarney,  Klaus  Mailing  Olsen, 
Urban  Olsson,  Dr  Tim  Sharrock,  Hadoram  Shirihai,  Lars  Svensson,  Barry  Taylor  and 
Claudia  Wilds.  The  main  topics  concern  a variety  of  problem  species  and  difficult  groups 
or  pairs,  including  Lappet-faced  Vulture  Torgos  tracheliotus;  Lesser  Spotted  Aquila  pomarina, 
Spotted  ,4.  clanga  and  Steppe  Eagles  A.  rapax;  Booted  Eagle  Hieraaelus  pennatus;  Greater 
Charadrius  leschenaultii  and  Lesser  Sand  Plovers  C.  mongolus;  American  Pluvialis  dominica  and 
Pacific  Golden  Plovers  P.  fulva;  snipes  Gallinago\  small  skuas  Stercorarius ; Herring  Gulls 
Larus  argentatus ; Roseate  Tern  Sterna  dougallii;  Rock  Anthus  petrosus,  Water  .4.  spinoletta  and 
Buff-bellied  Pipits  .4.  rubescens;  Yellow  Wagtail  Motacilla  flava\  Greenish  Phylloscopus 
trochiloides  and  Arctic  Warblers  P.  borealis ; and  Mountain  Chiffchaff  P.  sindianus. 

This  booklet,  which  contains  45  photographs — 36  of  them  in  colour — is  the  official 
Proceedings  of  the  4th  International  Bird  Identification  Meeting,  held  at  Eilat,  Israel, 
during  lst-8th  November  1986. 

The  usual  price  is  £8.50,  but  it  is  available  POST  I'RF.K  to  British  Birds  readers  for  £7.50, 
through  British  BirdShop.  There  are  limited  stocks,  so  please  order  at  once  if  you  want  to 
be  sure  of  obtaining  a copy.  Please  use  the  British  BirdShop  order  form  on  pages  xiii  & 
xiv. 

New  Books  in  British  BirdShop  The  following  books  have  been  added  to  the  British 
BirdShop  list  this  month: 

Brazil  .4  Birdwatcher’s  Guide  to  Japan 

Inskipp  A Bird  Watcher’s  Guide  to  Nepal 

Isler  & Isler  The  Tanagers:  natural  history,  distribution  and  identification 

Saunders  Where  to  Watch  Birds  in  Wales 

These  can  be  obtained  POST  EREE  through  British  BirdShop.  Please  use  the  order  forms 
on  pages  xiii  & xiv. 

Photographs  and  drawings  may  be  for  sale  Many  of  the  photographers  and  artists 
whose  pictures  appear  in  British  Birds  welcome  the  opportunity  to  sell  their  work.  Anyone 
who  wishes  to  obtain  either  photographic  prints  or  original  drawings  is  welcome  to  write 
(making  an  enquiry  about  availability,  making  an  appropriate  offer,  or  seeking  the  price) 
to  the  photographer  or  artist  concerned,  c/o  Fountains,  Park  Lane,  Blunham,  Bedford 
MK44  :SNJ.  We  will  forward  all  such  letters,  as  a service  to  our  readers  and  contributors. 
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Photographs  needed  For  forthcoming  papers  in  British  Birds , we  seek  photographs 
(black-and-white  prints  or  colour  transparencies)  of  the  following  species: 


Wood  Duck  Aix  sponsa 
Lesser  Scaup  Aythya  ajffinis 
Surf  Scoter  Melanitta  perspicillata 
Ruddy  Duck  Oxyura  jamaicensis 
White-headed  Duck  0.  leucocephala 
Hen  Harrier  Circus  cyaneus  (9$) 
Pallid  Harrier  C.  macrourus  (99) 
Montagu’s  Harrier  C.  pygargus  (99) 
Crane  Grus  grits  (in  flight) 


Demoiselle  Crane  Anthropoides  virgo  (in 
flight) 

Oriental  Pratincole  Glareola  maldivarum 
Red-necked  Stint  Calidris  ruficollis 
Grey-tailed  Tattler  Heteroscelus  brevipes 
South  Polar  Skua  Stercorarius  maccormicki 
Gull-billed  Tern  Gelochelidon  nilotica 
Elegant  Tern  Sterna  elegans 
Rufous  Turtle  Dove  Streptopelia  orientalis 


405 


Request 


Pacific  Swift  Apus  pacificus 
Eastern  Phoebe  Sayomis  phoebe 
Calandra  I. ark  Melanocorypha  calandra 
Bimaculated  Lark  XI.  bimaculata 
Water  Pipit  Anthus  spinoletta 
Rock  Pipit  A.  petrosus 
Buff-bellied  Pipit  A.  rubescens 
Yellow  Wagtail  Motacilla  fiava  of 
black-headed  race  feldegg 
Citrine  Wagtail  XI.  citreola 
White-throated  Robin  Irania  gutturalis 
Wood  Thrush  Hylocichla  mustelina 
Eanceolated  Warbler  Locustella  lanceolata 
Marsh  Warbler  Acrocephalus  palustris 
All  Hippolais  warblers 
Green  Warbler  Phylloscopus  nitidus 
Two-barred  Greenish  Warbler 
P.  plumbeitarsns 


Siberian  Flycatcher  Muscicapa  sibirica 
Grey-streaked  Flycatcher  XI.  griseisticta 
Asian  Brown  Flycatcher  XI.  latirostris 
Spotted  Flycatcher  M.  striata 
Semi-collared  Flycatcher  Ficedula 
semitorquata 

Collared  Flycatcher  F.  albicollis 
Long-tailed  l it  Aegithalos  caudatus 
Brown  Shrike  Laniu.s  cristatus 
Isabelline  Shrike  /..  isabellinus 
Magpie  Pica  pica 

Philadelphia  Vireo  Vireo  philadelphicus 
Two-barred  Crossbill  Loxia  leucoptera 
Chestnut-sided  Warbler  Dendroica  pensytva- 
nica 

Magnolia  Warbler  D.  magnolia 
Wilson’s  Warbler  Wilsonia  pusilla 
Indigo  Bunting  Passerina  cyanea 


If  you  can  help,  please  send  prints  or  transparencies  to  Dr  J.  T.  R.  Sharrock,  Fountains, 
Park  Lane,  Blunham,  Bedford  MK44  3NJ. 


Reviews 


Atlas  of  the  Breeding  Birds  of  Ontario.  Compiled  by  Michael  D. 
Cadman,  Paul  F.  J.  Eagles  and  Frederick  M.  Helleiner.  University  of 
Waterloo  Press,  Waterloo,  Ontario,  1987.  617  pages;  299  line-drawings; 
numerous  maps.  US  $53.50. 

The  scale  of  the  problems  confronting  ornithologists  who  are  attempting  an  atlas  of  Canada 
is  shown  by  this  atlas,  of  the  breeding  birds  of  just  one  of  Canada’s  provinces.  Ontario,  with 
an  area  of  over  one  million  square  kilometres,  and  with  the  bulk  of  the  relatively  small 
population  concentrated  in  the  south,  not  only  has  the  problem  of  a large  area  and  few 
observers,  but  also  difficulty  df  access  to  the  northern  areas  created  by  forests  and  tundra, 
with  few  roads.  One  paragraph  in  the  introduction  w ill  give  an  impression  of  the  problems 
and  of  how  they  were  solved: 

‘In  the  remote  north  (i.e.  in  blocks  without  road  or  rail  access),  coverage  was  often 
restricted  to  a few  squares  within  each  block.  These  were  usually  the  most  readily 
accessible  squares,  such  as  those  with  large  lakes  or  rivers  upon  which  float  planes  could 
put  down  safely,  and  small  communities  with  airstrips,  or  along  the  coastal  tundra  where 
balloon-tired  planes  and  helicopters  could  land.  Except  on  dry'  coastal  tundra,  travel  on 
foot  in  the  remote  north  is  severely  restricted,  so  canoes  were  essential  for  gaining  access 
to  new  squares  with  different  habitat  type.  Consequently,  coverage  of  river-edge  and 
lake-edge  habitat  were  usually  better  than  habitats  which  had  to  be  reached  on  foot,  and 
this  is  probably  reflected  in  the  species  maps.' 

To  overcome  the  problems,  the  2,000  observers  involved  in  this  survey  were  asked  to  cover 
southern  Ontario  by  10  X 10  km  squares  and  northern  Ontario  by  100  X 100  km  blocks.  The 
boundary'  between  these  two  zones  moved  during  the  survey,  as  coverage  in  the  south 
improved  and  a larger  area  was  covered  by  squares.  Throughout  this  atlas,  therefore,  the 
species  distributions  are  shown  on  two  maps,  a large  one  covering  southern  Ontario,  with 
each  of  the  squares;  and  a smaller  one  showing  the  whole  of  Ontario  with  the  distributions 
within  blocks.  Evidence  of  breeding  is  shown  in  orange  according  to  the  usual  categories 
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(‘Possible’,  ‘Probable’  and  ‘Confirmed’).  Estimates  of  abundance  are  shown  separately,  by 
means  of  histograms,  for  northern  Ontario  and  for  southern  Ontario. 

Each  species  is  given  a double-page  spread:  with  the  left-hand  page  devoted  to  text  (in 
English)  and  a line-drawing  of  the  species  concerned,  and  the.-right-hand  page  filled  with  the 
two  maps  and  histogram.  Coverage  in  this  much  detail  of  the  286  breeding  species  in 
Ontario  creates  a gigantic  book  of  over  600  pages. 

The  ever-increasing  number  of  published  bird  atlases  reveal  dedication  and  a mammoth 
amount  of  fieldwork.  No  achievement  so  far,  however,  can  have  exceeded  that  revealed  here. 
Anyone  visiting  Ontario  will  obviously  wish  to  have  a copy  of  this  book;  and  so,  too,  will 
anyone  remotely  interested  in  bird  distributions  or  atlassing  methods.  The  book  itself 
matches  the  scale  of  the  project  and  justifies  the  effort  expended  by  its  organisers  and  field 
workers.  J.  T.  R.  SHARROCK 

The  Tanagers:  natural  history,  distribution  and  identification.  By 
Morton  L.  Isler  and  Phyllis  R.  Isler.  Smithsonian  Institution  Press 
and  Oxford  University  Press,  1987.  404  pages;  32  colour  plates;  263 
maps.  £65.00. 

This  is  a further  addition  to  the  growing  number  of  books  on  bird  families,  and  an 
excellent  one.  With  242  species,  the  tanagers  (here  taken  to  include  the  honeycreepers 
and  flower-piercers)  constitute  one  of  the  largest  of  exclusively  New  World  families; 
arguably  the  most  attractive,  morphologically  not  very  varied,  but  with  an  unrivalled 
diversity  of  brilliant  plumages.  Perhaps  surprisingly  for  Palearctic  ornithologists,  all  the 
species  may  not  yet  have  been  discovered;  two  new  ones  have  recently  been  described, 
one  so  distinct  that  a new'  genus  has  been  created  for  it. 

The  Islers  review  the  family  very  thoroughly.  Thirty  pages  of  introductory  matter  are 
followed  by  the  main  systematic  section,  consisting  of  entries  for  each  species  dealing 
with  measurements  and  weights  (plumage  being  covered  by  the  plates  and  captions), 
range  (with  map),  elevation  (i.e.  altitude  range),  habitat  and  behaviour,  vocalisations, 
and  breeding;  followed  by  a summary  of  the  sources  used  in  the  account — the  last  a 
valuable  feature  for  the  serious  student.  The  32  colour  plates  (by  M.  L.  Isler)  include  all 
the  species  and  all  distinctive  plumages  for  each  one,  including  well-marked  subspecies. 
Thus,  32  plumages  are  shown  for  the  nine  species  of  Piranga.  Colour  and  reproduction  are 
excellent,  and  the  birds  mostly  well  drawn,  though  some  are  unnaturally  thick-legged. 

No  other  book  remotely  approaches  this  as  a source  of  information  and  illustrations  of 
the  tanagers.  It  is  strongly  bound,  and  of  a handy  size  not  inconvenient  for  a travelling 
birdwatcher.  The  price  is  high,  but  justified  by  the  very  high  standard  of  the  text, 
illustrations  and  production.  D.  W.  SNOW 

Wildfowl:  an  identification  guide  to  the  ducks,  geese  and  swans  of  the 
world.  By  Steve  Madge  and  Hilary  Burn.  Christopher  Helm, 
London,  1987.  298  pages;  47  colour  plates;  over  150  distribution  maps. 
£19.95. 

Following  hot  on  the  heels  of  Seabirds  and  Shorebirds,  Christopher  Helm  (formerly  Croom 
Helm)  has  now  come  up  with  Wildfowl , the  third  in  this  innovative,  in-depth  identification 
series.  It  is  similar  to  its  predecessors  in  format  and  has  retained  the  improvements — 
such  as  the  placing  of  the  distribution  maps  opposite  the  plates — which  were  so 
successfully  introduced  into  Shorebirds.  It  deals  with  155  species  of  the  world’s  wildfowl, 
with  all  but  three  recently  extinct  species  illustrated  in  full  colour,  showing,  as 
appropriate,  male,  female,  eclipse  male,  juvenile,  immatures  and  significant  geographical 
variations.  The  text  concentrates  on  identification,  with  sections  on  field  identification, 
voice,  detailed  description  (which  includes  ageing  and  sexing),  bare  parts,  measure- 
ments, geographical  variation,  habits,  distribution  and  population.  A short  introductory 
section  sets  out,  amongst  other  things,  the  topography  of  a duck  and  a section  on 
plumage  sequences. 

Initially,  anyone  browsing  through  this  book  will  be  attracted  to  the  plates.  Wildfowl 
are  often  poorly  illustrated  in  field  guides,  and  few  artists  seem  to  capture  their 
distinctive  jizz.  Hilary  Burn’s  paintings  are,  however,  quite  superb.  She  combines  an 
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excellent  leel  (or  her  subjects  with  an  appropriate  amount  of  plumage  detail.  The  fact 
that  most  of  these  birds  were  painted  from  life  is  transparently  obvious — if  only  all  birds 
were  so  accessible  to  the  artist.  Before  leaving  the  plates,  1 must,  however,  mention  my 
only  serious  grumble:  that  of  the  captioning.  Each  species  has  been  allocated  a number  in 
the  text  and  the  numerical  sequence  is  adhered  to  in  the  captions,  but  not  the  plates.  This 
means  that  the  captions  are  not  necessarily  opposite  the  illustrations  to  which  they  refer 
and  I found  the  need  constantly  to  check  each  illustration  against  the  caption  very 
irritating.  I hey  should  have  followed  the  system  in  Shorebirds. 

As  to  be  expected  of  an  observer  of  Steve  Madge’s  quality,  he  has  a very  clear 
understanding  of  wildfowl  identification.  The  text  is  both  thorough  and  readable,  and  it 
makes  a refreshing  change  from  all  those  modern  field  guides  that  read  more  like  a 
motorcycle  manual  than  a bird  book.  Identification  problems  are  discussed  in  depth  and  I 
‘tested’  the  book  by  looking  carefully  at  some  particularly  prickly  subjects — the 
identification  of  Lesser  White-fronted  Goose  Anser  eiythropus,  Garganey  Anas  querquedula 
and  immature  Scaup  Aythya  mania  for  example — and  I am  glad  to  say  that  all  are  dealt 
with  extremely  well.  I was  particularly  pleased  to  see  a section  on  Aythya  hybrids,  with 
three  line-drawings,  but,  since  this  is  a recurring  problem  for  European  and  North 
American  observers,  I wonder  whether  some  of  the  more  typical  examples  might  have 
warranted  a colour  plate. 

I found  the  sections  on  population  particularly  engrossing,  and  these  give  the  book  an 
extra  dimension  and  provide  fascinating,  but  often  depressing,  reading.  Let  us  hope  that 
this  book  will  inspire  young  observers  to  take  up  the  suggestion  in  the  introduction  and 
get  involved  in  ‘constructive  wildfowl-watching’  and  thereby  contribute  further  to  our 
knowledge  and  understanding  of  these  beautiful  birds  and,  hopefully,  help  us  to  avoid 
some  of  the  mistakes  of  the  past. 

All  in  all,  this  book  is  thoroughly  recommended.  My  well-thumbed  copy  of  Sir  Peter 
Scott’s  A Coloured  Key  to  the  Wildfowl  of  the  World,  cherished  for  so  many  years,  has  finally 
been  laid  to  rest  on  the  bottom  shelf  of  my  bookcase.  Its  successor  is  excellent  and  a 
credit  to  all  concerned.  Kf.ith  Yinicombf. 

Where  to  Watch  Birds  in  Wales.  By  David  Saunders.  Christopher 
Helm,  London,  1987.  245  pages;  30  line-drawings;  56  maps.  Paperback 
£8.95. 

Not  being  a fan  of  the  increasing  multiplicity  of  ‘general’  bird  books,  I approached  this 
review  task  in  a somewhat  jaundiced  and  potentially  critical  frame  of  mind.  Let  me  say, 
therefore,  right  at  the  start,  that  I think  that  David  Saunders  has  done  a useful  job  for  Wales 
and  for  anyone  who  wishes  to  go  birding  in  Wales. 

The  book’s  introductory  section  comprises  two  pages  on  Wales  and  its  birds:  far  too  little 
to  do  justice  to  the  topic;  a most  valuable  section  on  ‘How  to  use  this  book';  and  a short,  but 
useful,  glossary  of  Welsh  names  likely  to  be  found  on  maps. 

Core  content  comprises  descriptive  text  for  55  sites,  together  with  maps  showing  their 
locations  and  access  to  them.  Each  site-description  is  in  turn  composed  of  various  sections. 
‘Habitat’  includes  a generalised  geographical  and  vegetational  account  of  the  site,  often 
allowing  interesting  expansions  into  notes  on  history,  mammals,  butterflies  and  other 
ecological  interests  of  the  place.  ‘Species'  is  a listing  of  the  bird  species  likely  to  be  seen, 
whilst  the  ‘Timing’  section  suggests  the  best  time  of  day  (or,  in  appropriate  cases,  of  tide)  for 
maximum  bird-sighting  efficiency,  and  the  ‘Calendar’  section  expands  on  the  species  likely 
to  be  seen  at  different  seasons  of  the  year.  ‘Access’  gives  road  numbers,  and  grid  references 
where  these  are  helpful.  The  site  maps  are  also  valuable  in  facilitating  access,  even  though 
the  scale  is  shown  in  millilitres  rather  than  miles.  One  major  criticism  here:  the  counties 
used  in  this  book  are  the  old  (pre-1974)  Welsh  counties;  fine,  since  practically  all  bird 
recording  in  Wales  still  adheres  to  this  system,  but  why  no  map  showing  new  as  well  as  the 
old  county  boundaries? 

The  book  is  completed  by  appendices  of  additional  sites  considered  to  be  worth  a visit,  a 
listing  of  county  avifaunas  and  organisations,  a list  of  bird  species  with  their  Welsh  and 
scientific  names,  and  a bird-species  index. 

I judged  the  book  on  two  main  criteria:  the  accuracy  for  sites  which  I knew  well,  and  the 
degree  of  help  given  for  a site  not  previously  visited.  On  the  first  count,  the  book  performed 
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well  (though  the  author  baldly  states  as  fact  what  local  watchers  would  never  dare  publish; 
for  example,  are  the  Manx  Shearwaters  passing  Point  Lynas  known  to  comprise  birds  from 
Bardsey,  Rhum,  Rathlin,  Copeland  and  the  Calf  of  Man?).  On  an  outing  to  a site  previously 
unknown  to  me,  I found  the  access  instructions  were  easy  tajfollow,  and  I saw  many  of  the 
species  which  were  indicated  for  the  appropriate  season. 

Basically  then:  the  book  is  accurate  (within  the  limitations  of  the  reviewer’s  knowledge), 
interesting,  very  useful,  and  to  be  commended.  P.  Hope  Jones 


If  the  caption  fits  . . . 

We  have  received  scores  of  suggested  alternative  captions  to  photo- 
graphs published  in  this  occasional  series.  We  publish  below  a 
selection  of  our  favourites. 


1.  ‘Yes,  but  why  do  we  have  to  face 
left  in  field  guides?’  (John  Can- 
telo) 

2.  ‘Daddy,  that  Arctic  Skua’s  been 
bullying  me  again.’  (Peter  J.  W. 
Smith) 

3.  ‘About  . . . tern!’  (N.  Gammon, 
and  Peter  A.  Williams,  indepen- 
dently) 

4.  ‘You  ’orrible  little  man!  Ave 
you  never  eard  of  an  aircut 
before?’  (Ian  M.  Hillery) 


*■# 


198.  Sandwich  Terns  Sterna  sandvicensis, 
Netherlands,  September  1979  ( P . Munsler- 
man)  (Originally  published  Brit.  Birds  79: 
678) 

‘Are  we  nearly  in  Africa?’  (John 
Pearson) 

2.  ‘And  another  piece  of  advice: 
steer  well  clear  of  Ghana.  Your 
uncle  met  a very  sticky  end 
there  . . .'  (C.  Craik) 

3.  ‘I’m  telling  you,  son  ...  if  you 
grow  up  with  a yellow  bill, 
you’re  going  to  make  a lot  of 
people  very  unhappy  . . .’  (Tim 
Cleeves) 

199.  Sandwich  Terns  Sterna  sandvicensis, 
Netherlands,  July  1966  ( Jan  van  de  Kam) 
(Originally  published  Brit.  Birds  80:  75) 


The  two  winners,  John  Cantelo  and  John  Pearson,  will  each  receive  a 
prize  of  copies  of  Frontiers  of  Bird  Identification  and  The  ‘ British  Birds'  List  of 
Birds  of  the  Western  Palearctic. 


Monthly  marathon 

Our  previous  diving  bird  (the  Red-breasted 
Merganser  Mergus  senator , plate  34)  pro- 
vided a real  identification  pitfall,  with  less  than 
1%  of  competitors  naming  it  correctly,  but  our 
latest  one  (plate  144)  produced  fewer  problems. 

It  was  named  as: 

Kittiwake  Rissa  tridactyla  (72%) 

Sabine’s  Gull  Lams  sabini  (15%) 

Little  Tern  Sterna  albifrons  (4%) 

Gannet  Sula  bassana  (3%) 

Ross’s  Gull  Rhodostethia  rosea  (2%) 

and  with  a few  votes  for  Pochard  Aythyaferina,  Black-headed  Gull  /..  ridibundus , Audouin’s  Gull 
/..  audouinii,  Common  Tern  S.  hirundo  and  Arctic  'Pern  S.  paradisaea. 

It  was  indeed  a Kittiwake,  photographed  in  Co.  Cork  in  January  1986 
by  Richard  T.  Mills. 

Our  current  leader,  Anthony  McGeehan,  moved  one  step  nearer  the 
prize — a SUNBIRD  holiday  in  Africa,  Asia  or  North  America — by 
giving  his  eighth  consecutive  correct  answer.  By  the  time  this  month’s 
photograph  comes  into  the  reckoning,  Anthpny  McGeehan  will  either 
have  won  the  prize  (in  which  case  plate  200  will  be  the  first  in  the  third 
‘Monthly  marathon’  competition)  or  will  have  failed  at  the  ninth  or 
tenth  hurdle  (plates  159  or  189).  A group  of  22  competitors  on  four-in-a- 
row  is  waiting  to  take  up  the  challenge. 

200.  Second  ‘Monthly  marathon’  competition.  Photograph  number  16.  Identify  the 
species.  Read  the  rules  on  page  49  in  the  January  1988  issue,  then  send  in  your  answer  on  a 
postcard  to  Monthly  Marathon,  Fountains,  Park  Lane,  Blunham,  Bedford  MK44  iNj,  to 

arrive  by  15th  September  1988. 


Sponsored  by 
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Ian  Dawson  and  Keith  Allsopp 


These  are  largely  unchecked  reports,  not  authenticated  records. 

Unless  otherwise  stated,  dates  refer  to  April  1988 

Anticyclones  stayed  near  to  Britain  and  Ireland  for  most  of  the  month , with  consequent 
light  winds,  often  easterly  in  southern  England.  Temperatures  were  low,  except  during 
two  spells  when  unsettled  cyclonic  weather  arrived  from  the  south,  on  1 1th  and  12  th, 
and  from  15th  to  21st. 

Redstart  surprise 

For  two  birds  new  to  Britain  and  Ireland  to  turn  up  within  two  days  is 
remarkable.  That  they  belong  to  the  same  genus  and  come  from  two  quite 
different  parts  of  the  world  is  the  stuff  of  which  birders’  dreams  are  made. 
Dreams  they  will  remain,  however,  for  all  but  the  respective  finders. 
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April  reports  4 1 1 

First  was  a stunning  male  Moussier’s  Redstart  Phoenicurus  moussieri  at 
Strumble  Head  (Dyfed)  around  27th,  which  was  fortunately  captured  on 
film,  as  it  could  not  be  found  the  following  day.  Assuming  a wild  origin,  it 
is  proof  yet  again  that  even  the  most  unlikely  species  are  candidates  for 
vagrancy.  Others  that  spring  to  mind  from  recent  years  are  the  Marmora’s 
Warbler  Sylvia  sarda  and  the  White-crowned  Black  Wheatear  Oenanthe 
leucopyga  in  May-July  1982  and  June  1982,  respectively  (Brit.  Birds  78:  475- 
481;  79:  221-227). 

Less  of  a surprise,  in  terms  of  its  long-distance  migration,  was  the  male 
Daurian  Redstart  P.  auroreus,  a first  for  the  Western  Palearctic,  which 
spent  29th  and  30th  skulking  down  rabbit  burrows  on  the  Isle  of  May 
(Fife).  Sadly,  it  died,  and  the  skin  is  now  lodged  with  the  Royal  Scottish 
Museum.  In  1980,  I).  I.  M.  Wallace  listed  some  38  Palearctic  passerines 
(excluding  North  African  species)  as  potential  vagrants  to  Britain  and 


Ireland  (Brit.  Birds  73:  388-397).  With 
these  have  now  turned  up. 

Divers  to  Spoonbill 

White-billed  Divers  Gavia  adamsii  remained 
in  Lothian  and  Shetland,  though  a less  usual 
visitor  to  the  latter  county  on  14th  was  a 
Great  Crested  Grebe  Podiceps  cristatus.  Fair 
Isle’s  first  since  1979.  The  Pied-billed 
Grebe  Podilymbus  podiceps  was  last  seen  at 
Kenfig  Pool  (Mid  Glamorgan)  on  1st,  while 
another  appeared  at  Glencolumcille  (Co. 
Donegal)  towards  the  end  of  the  month. 

After  a small  late-winter  influx,  some  half 
dozen  Shags  Phalacrocorax  aristotelis  remained 
inland  in  southern  England,  and  two  were 
watched  fishing  by  Blackfriars’  Bridge 
(Greater  London)  on  8th. 

The  end  of  March  and  first  few  days  of 
April  suggested  that  we  might  be  in  for  a 
southern  heron  spring,  but  the  early  prom- 
ise was  not  fulfilled.  There  were  four  reports 
each  of  Little  Bittern  Ixobrychus  minutus 
(plates  206  & 207)  and  Night  Heron  Nycti- 
corax  nycticorax  (plate  201),  and  six  each 
of  Little  Egret  Egretta  garzetta  and  Purple 
Heron  Ardea  purpurea , all  in  the  south  of 
England  and  Wales,  bar  a Night  Heron  in 
Tyne  & Wear  which  was  shot,  and  a Little 
Egret  at  Loch  Spiggie  (Shetland)  on  6th.  A 
single  Squacco  Heron  Ardeola  ralloides 
appeared  on  the  River  Slaney  (Co.  Wexford) 
from  20th  to  28th. 

Three  White  Storks  Ciconia  ciconia  were 
also  seen  early  in  the  month  (plates  209  & 
210),  with  a fourth  at  Arkholme  (Lan- 
cashire) on  24th.  The  only  Black  Stork  C. 
nigra,  seen  passing  southwest  high  over 
Chew  Valley  Lake  (Avon)  on  10th,  was 
relocated  a couple  of  days  later  at  East 
Allington  (Devon),  where  it  remained  until 


the  Daurian  Redstart,  at  least  six  of 


17th.  Some  ten  Spoonbills  Platalea  leucorodia 
included  inland  birds  at  Ashleworth  Ham 
(Gloucestershire)  on  10th,  and  at  Kingsbury 
Water  Park  (West  Midlands)  on  23rd. 

Wildfowl  to  raptors 

A flock  of  1 32  Barnacle  Geese  Branla  leucop- 
sis  was  watched  heading  north  over  Filey 
(North  Yorkshire)  as  late  as  26th,  while  a 
Brent  Goose  B.  bemicla  of  the  Nearctic  race 
nigricans  remained  on  Jersey  into  April.  Teals 
Anas  crecca  of  the  Nearctic  race  carolinensis 
were  seen  in  Oxfordshire  and  Norfolk,  while 


201.  Night  Heron  Nycticorax  nycticorax , Somer- 
set, April  1988  (Andrew  Pierce) 
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hall  a dozen  Ring-necked  Ducks  Aythya 
collaris  in  the  north  or  west,  all  drakes, 
included  two  together  at  New  Passage 
(Avon)  on  2nd,  and  at  Fairburn  Ings  (West 
Yorkshire)  from  27th.  Three  or  four  Surf 
Scoters  Melanitta  perspicillata  frequented  both 
shores  of  the  Firth  of  Forth  (Lothian/Fife), 
and  there  were  two  drake  King  Eiders 
Somateria  spectabilis  in  Shetland  as  well  as 
Loch  Fleet’s  (Flighland)  resident  individual. 

Following  the  exceptional  March  influx, 
Red  Kites  Milvus  milvus  continued  to  tantal- 
ise county  listers  far  and  wide;  there  were 
more  than  60  April  sightings  away  from 
their  breeding  areas,  though  clearly  many  of 
these  reports  relate  to  multiple  sightings  of 
wandering  birds.  They  ranged  from  Scilly  to 
Norfolk  and  north  to  North  Yorkshire,  with 
eight  Orkney  and  four  Shetland  sightings 
(only  two  previous  Shetland  records!).  Seven 
Black  Kites  M.  migrans  were  seen  along  the 
English  south  and  east  coasts,  with  one 
inland  at  Fleet  Pond  (Hampshire)  on  23rd. 
Six  Montagu’s  Harriers  Circus  pygargus  came 
in  between  16th  and  21st,  and  Marsh 
Harriers  C.  aeruginosus  were  very  widely 
reported.  Of  26  English  Ospreys  Pandion 
haliaetus,  ten  were  reported  between  1 1th  and 
14th,  with  a further  six  between  23rd  and 
25th. 

Game-birds  and  waders 

Blows  Downs  (Bedfordshire)  had  an  early 
Quail  Cotumix  cotumix  from  26th.  Well  scat- 
tered through  the  month  were  some  20 
Cranes  Grus  grits  in  eastern  England,  Scot- 
land and  the  Northern  Isles. 

The  only  Black-winged  Stilts  Himantopus 
himantopus  reported  were  in  the  Channel 
Islands,  with  one  on  Guernsey  from  31st 
March  until  9th  (plate  202),  and  another  on 
Alderney  for  about  a week  at  the  same  time. 
Surprisingly,  there  had  been  only  one  pre- 
vious record  from  these  islands.  Avocets 
Recurvirostra  avosetta  were  on  the  move  from 
18th,  with  singles  and  small  parties  appear- 
ing in  the  following  few  days  on  the  west 
coast,  from  Avon  north  to  Strathclyde. 
Stone-curlews  Burhinus  oedicnemus,  too,  were 
reported  on  this  date  from  Portland 
(Dorset),  and  Sker  Rocks  (Mid  Glamorgan); 
one  at  Barns  Ness  (Lothian)  on  16th  was  the 
first  for  that  region,  while  another  on  the 
Yeo  Estuary  (Avon)  was  the  first  in  Avon  for 
20  years. 

Four  Kentish  Plovers  Charadrius  alexandri- 
nus  was  a poor  showing,  but  one  of  these  was 
at  Dawlish  Warren  (Devon),  which  hosted 


April  reports 

the  eighth  British  Greater  Sand  Plover  C. 

leschenaultii  from  27th. 

A Long-billed  Dowitcher  Limnodromus  sco- 
lopaceus  stayed  on  the  River  Hamble  at 
Curbridge  (Hampshire)  from  4th  to  21st, 
and  the  wintering  Spotted  Sandpipers  Adi- 
t is  macularia  remained  at  Seaview  (Isle  of 
Wight)  and  on  the  River  Plym  (Devon) 
throughout,  in  what  was  generally  a dis- 
appointing month  for  waders.  Common 
Sandpipers  A.  hypoleucos  were  widely  re- 
ported to  be  in  lower-than-average  numbers; 
Fair  Isle  (Shetland)  had  none,  but  made  up 
for  it  with  a count  of  ten  Green  Sandpipers 
Tringa  ochropus  on  20th.  A Grey  Phalarope 
Phalaropus  fulicarius  was  seen  off  St  Abbs 
(Borders)  on  3rd,  and  an  early  Red-necked 
Phalarope  P.  lobatus  was  at  Holkham  (Nor- 
folk) from  26th. 

Skuas  to  Wryneck 

The  first  English  south  coast  Pomarine 
Skuas  Stercorarius  pomarinus  were  two  re- 
ported past  Prawle  (Devon)  on  17th,  fol- 
lowed by  31  at  Dungeness  (Kent)  on  23rd 
and  24th.  Four  long-staying  Ring-billed 
Gulls  L arus  delawarensis  remained  to  the  first 
week.  Twenty  Iceland  Gulls  L.  glaucoides  and 
18  Glaucous  Gulls  /..  hyperboreus  were  on  the 
move  and  widely  reported  in  the  first  half  of 
the  month,  though  there  were  only  two 
Icelands  after  1 6th.  Kittiwakes  Rissa  tridactyla 
continued  to  appear  inland  in  small  num- 
bers, while  more  than  10,000  per  hour  were 
counted  flying  southeast  past  Rosehearty 
(Grampian)  on  12th.  Little  Gulls  L.  minutus 


202.  Black-winged  Stilt  Himantopus  himanto- 
pus, Guernsey,  April  1988  (P.  W.  Atkinson) 
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built  up  to  51 1 at  Seaforth  (Merseyside)  on 
14th,  and  later  in  the  month  typically 
appeared  in  double  figures  on  southern 
inland  waters,  and  associated  with  them 
were  small  numbers  of  Black  Terns  Chlido- 
nias  niger.  Migration  of  Arctic  Terns  Sterna 
paradisaea  was  very  evident  on  25th,  when 
382  passed  Brean  Down  (Somerset),  and 
there  were  more  than  80  in  Bedfordshire. 

A Stock  Dove  Columba  oenas  on  North 
Ronaldsay  (Orkney)  around  15th  was  a 
great  local  rarity.  Swifts  Apus  apus,  early  this 
year,  were  widely  reported  from  16th  in 
small  numbers,  though  they  had  built  up  to 
500  at  Chew  Valley  Lake  by  30th.  Ten  more 
Alpine  Swifts  .4.  melba  were  seen  in  south- 
ern England  and  Wales,  half  in  the  first  four 
days,  and  four  between  15th  and  21st. 

A solitary  Bee-eater  Merops  apiaster  graced 
St  Martin’s  (Scilly)  from  19th  for  the  rest  of 
the  month,  and  Hoopoes  Upupa  epops  topped 
40,  including  14  between  20th  and  25th,  and 


four  on  Jersey.  A few  Wrynecks  Jynx  torquilla 
drifted  to  our  shores  from  13th. 

Larks  to  thrushes 

Four  Shore  Larks  Eremophila  alpestris  at 
Staithes  (North  Yorkshire)  on  17th  was  a 
good  find  after  a poor  showing  again  this 
winter.  Numbers  of  Sand  Martins  Riparia 
riparia  seemed  to  be  up  again,  and  they  were 
even  reported  to  outnumber  Swallows 
Hirundo  nistica  in  some  regions.  On  23rd,  a 
good  day  for  movement  of  small  birds,  there 
were  1 50  Sand  Martins  at  Chew  Valley  Lake 
and  160  at  Barrow  Gurney  Reserv  oir  (Avon). 
Five  Red-rumped  Swallows  H.  daurica  were 
seen  on  22nd  and  23rd  from  Jersey  and  Kent 
across  to  Avon,  with  later  two  or  three  again 
in  Kent,  and  one  near  Wexford  (Co.  Wex- 
ford) from  15th  to  29th. 

Three  Bluethroats  I.uscinia  svecica  (plates 
203-205)  included  two  white-spotted  males 
/..  s.  cyanecula.  There  was  a good  fall  of  small 


203-205.  Bluethroat  Luscinia  si'eaca,  Dorset,  April  1988  (above  left,  B.  E.  Slade;  above  right.  P.  R. 

Boardman;  below,  E.  Brodie) 
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migrants,  including  Redstarts  Phoenicians 
phoenicums  on  the  Isle  of  Wight  on  16th,  with 
20  at  St  Catherine’s  Point  and  15  at  The 
Needles.  Four  Whinchats  Saxicola  rubetra  on 
South  Walney  (Cumbria)  on  19th  were  the 
earliest  there  by  six  days.  Summer  migrants 
generally  were  reported  to  be  either  a little 
early,  or,  at  worst,  on  time. 

A superb  adult  male  Rock  Thrush  Monti- 
cola  saxatilis  remained  rather  elusive  on 
Portland  from  16th  to  23rd,  but  there  was  a 
good  passage  of  Ring  Ouzels  Turdus  torqualus 
on  16th  along  the  English  south  and  east 
coasts,  from  the  Isle  of  Wight  to  Norfolk 
(where  there  were  at  least  40),  and  inland  on 
the  Bedfordshire  downs;  peak  passage  on 
the  Northern  Isles  was  a few  days  later,  with 
more  than  30  daily  on  Fair  Isle  during  20th- 
23rd,  and  a maximum  of  50  there  on  21st. 

Warblers  to  buntings 
A Cetti’s  Warbler  Cettia  cetti  at  Spurn 
(Humberside)  on  3rd  was  yet  another  addi- 
tion to  that  observatory’s  long  list,  while 
Grasshopper  Warblers  Locustella  naevia 
showed  well  on  passage,  Fair  Isle  recording 
a spring  maximum  of  ten  on  30th.  No  less 
than  six  Subalpine  Warblers  Sylvia  cantillans 
arrived  from  22nd,  from  St  Agnes  (Scilly) 
and  Dungeness  (Kent),  north  to  Hilbre 

206  8c  207.  kittle  Bittern  Ixobiychus  minutus, 
West  Sussex,  April  1988  (below,  Tony 
Croucher;  right,  Peter  Gasson) 


(Merseyside)  and  Fair  Isle,  by  way  of  Land- 
guard’s  (Suffolk)  third  record  in  only  19 
months.  A male  Sardinian  Warbler  S. 
melanocephala ton  Birsay  (Orkney)  during 
24th-26th  was  less  expected.  The  3rd  saw  a 
fall  of  50  Chiffchaffs  Phylloscopus  collybita  and 
100  Goldcrests  Regulus  regulus  on  South  Wal- 
ney, with  a further  60  of  the  latter  at  Spurn, 
though  the  peak  movement  of  Firecrests  R. 
ignicapiUus  at  Landguard  was  on  17th,  with 
six. 

Of  eight  Great  Grey  Shrikes  L(inius  excubi- 
tor , only  one,  at  Aberlady  (Lothian)  on  28th, 
was  in  the  latter  part  of  the  month.  Scilly 
had  three  W'oodchat  Shrikes  L senator  (plate 
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208.  Woodchat  Shrike  Lanius  senator,  Scilly,  April  1988  (/’.  Hopkins) 


208),  though  the  monopoly  was  broken  on 
the  last  day  of  the  month  with  one  at 
Heysham  Harbour  (Lancashire). 

Of  five  Serins  Serious  serinus  reported,  only 
one,  at  Wivenhoe  (Essex)  from  4th  to  5th, 
was  away  from  the  English  south  coast. 
Single  Hawfinches  Coccothraustes  coc- 
cothraustes  were  new  site  records  at  Land- 
guard  on  4th  and  The  Needles  on  16th. 
After  a poor  winter  for  the  species,  a count 
of  320  passage  Bramblings  Fringilla  monli- 
fringilla  on  Fair  Isle  on  20th  was  notable. 

A Lapland  Bunting  Calcarius  lapponicus  at 
Rampside  (Cumbria)  on  3rd  was  a good 
local  record,  and  there  was  a high  count  of 
50  at  Fife  Ness  (Fife)  the  following  day. 
Ortolan  Buntings  Emberiza  hortulana  were 


noted  between  20th  and  24th  on  St  Agnes, 
Portland  and  Anglesey  (Gwynedd). 

Recent  rarities  decisions 

I he  following  records  have  been  accepted: 
Daurian  Starling  Stumus  stuminus  on  Fair 
Isle  (Shetland)  in  May  1985,  and  Wilson's 
Warbler  Wilsonia  pusilla  at  Rame  Head 
(Cornwall)  in  October  1985.  Both  involve 
species  new  to  Britain  and  Ireland  which 
have  now  attained  Category  A status.  There 
were  two  claims  of  Collared  Flycatcher 
Ficedula  albicollis  for  October  1986:  the  record 
from  Fair  Isle  (Shetland)  has  been  accepted, 
but  that  from  Bryher  (Scilly)  has  not. 
(Contributed  by  P.  G.  Lzinsdown) 


209  & 210.  White  Stork  Cicoma  ciconia,  Gwynedd.  April  1988  (Itft.JeffHiggott;  right,  Steve  )oung) 


News  and  comment 


Robin  Prytherch  and  Mike  Everett 

Opinions  expressed  in  this  feature  are  not  necessarily  those  of  ‘British  Birds’ 


Birdwatching  in  Pakistan  Erik  Hirschfeld 
has  sent  us  a copy  of  his  report  on  a 
birdwatching  trip  he  and  two  colleagues 
made  to  Pakistan  earlier  this  year.  As  well  as 
an  itinerary  and  list  of  species  seen,  there 
are  many  useful  hints  and  much  helpful 
information  on  travel,  hotels,  food,  birding 
sites  and  so  on.  Anyone  visiting  Pakistan  for 
the  first  time  in  a small  group  would  find  it 
of  great  help.  They  saw  310  species  in  a 
three-week  stay  which  concentrated  on  the 
areas  around  Karachi,  Sukkur  and  Islama- 
bad (Rawalpindi  to  Bechum).  To  obtain 
your  copy  of  the  report  (produced,  incident- 
ally, within  just  ten  days  of  his  return),  send 
£3.00  to  Erik  Hirschfeld,  Sodra  Eorstads- 
gatan  62,  S - 21  1 43  Malmo,  Sweden. 

Rare  breeders  disturbed  It  is  a sad  reflec- 
tion on  the  behaviour  and  attitudes  of  some 
birders  that  the  RSPB,  in  a spring  Press 
Release,  once  again  found  it  necessary  to 
make  a strong  plea  for  a more  responsible 
attitude  to  scarce  breeding  species.  People 
bashing  the  Devon  bushes  to  flush  out  Girl 
Buntings  Emberiza  cirlus  prompted  this  ac- 
tion. Soon  afterwards,  another  species, 
breeding  in  Britain  for  the  first  time,  was 
subjected  to  a steady  flow  of  visitors — some 
of  them  trespassing  and  trying  to  take 
photographs.  Fortunately,  that  situation  was 
soon  sorted  out,  but  it  should  never  have 
arisen  in  the  first  place.  Surely  that  extra 
year-tick  or  photograph  ought  to  take 
second  place  to  the  welfare  of  the  birds?  Bad 
behaviour  is  generally  frowned  upon  and 


quickly  rooted  out  at  a big  twitch,  and 
rightly  so;  the  same  rules  must  apply  with 
breeding  rarities.  All  it  needs  is  a bit  more 
thought  and  self-discipline. 

Flamborough  Seabird  Cruises  Skuas  and 
shearwaters  will  be  among  the  highlights 
expected  on  a series  of  cruises  organised  by 
the  RSPB  to  look  at  seabird  migration  off  • 
Flamborough  Head  this  autumn.  The  three- 
to  four-hour  trips  leave  Bridlington  and 
venture  6.5  km  off  the  headland,  where  last 
year  four  species  of  skua  Stercorarius  were 
seen,  together  with  Sooty  Shearwaters  Puffi- 
nus  griseus  alongside  the  boat.  For  further 
information,  contact  the  RSPB  East  Mid- 
lands Regional  Office,  12  Guildhall  Street, 
Lincoln  i.Ni  ITT,  tel.:  Lincoln  (0522)  35596. 

Nature  in  Art  The  new  International  Cen- 
tre for  Wildlife  Art  is  now  open  at  Walls- 
worth  Hall,  Gloucester  (see  Brit.  Birds  80: 
650).  The  wildlife  art  gallery  and  gardens 
are  open  from  10  a.m.  to  5 p.m.  from 
Tuesday  to  Sunday  and  on  Bank  Holiday 
Mondays.  Situated  only  4 km  north  of 
Gloucester  on  the  A38,  a visit  could  easily  be 
combined  with  one  to  the  Wildfowl  Trust  at 
Slimbridge.  Those  wishing  to  take  advant- 
age of  the  special  facilities  for  disabled 
people  are  advised  to  telephone  in  advance: 
Gloucester  (0452)  371422.  Nature  in  Art  is 
organised  by  The  Society  for  Wildlife  Art  of 
the  Nations  (SWAN),  Wallsworth  Hall, 
Sandhurst,  Gloucester  GI,2  9PA. 
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Compiled  by  Mark  Boyd 

This  summary  covers  the  period  20th  June-17th  July  1988 


Frigatebird  Fregata  Dublin  Bay  (Co.  Dub- 
lin), 24thjune. 

Caspian  Plover  Charadrius  asiaticus  Aberlady 
Bay  (Lothian),  13th  July. 

Terek  Sandpiper  Xenus  cinereus  Stanpit 
(Dorset),  17th  July. 

Bridled  Tern  Sterna  anaethetus  Anglesey 


(Gwynedd),  from  2ndjuly;  Hauxley  (North- 
umberland), 12th  July. 

Crag  Martin  Ptyonoprogne  rupestris  Stithians 
Reservoir  (Cornwall),  22nd  June;  Beachy 
Head  (Sussex),  9th  July. 

Pallas’s  Rosefinch  Carpodacus  roseus  North 
Ronaldsey  (Orkney),  from  22nd  June. 
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iis  baby  screech  owl,  though  only  a few 
lys  old  and  the  size  of  a small  chick,  looks 
arsome  when  disturbed  by  puffing  himself 
j and  folding  his  wings  in  front  of  himself, 
e was  photographed  at  30  feet  with  the 
ime  fine  Questar  optics  that  have  taken 
any  of  the  superb  astronomical  pictures 
at  we  have  shown  in  our  advertising.  Send 
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which  contains  photographs  by  Questar 
owners  and  describes  the  Field  Model 
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Box  8008.  Silver  Spring, 

British  Birds  ( BB  - , - ( 

MD  20907.  USA 

(D310) 
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A Study  of 
BLACKBIRDS 


D.  W.  Snow 


After  commanding  high  prices  on  the 
second  hand  market,  Snow’s  classic 
work  on  the  territorial  and  breeding 
behaviour  of  blackbirds  is  once  more 
in  print.  This  revised  edition  has  a 
new  introduction  and  updated  notes 
by  the  author.  Based  on  his  detailed 
study  of  the  blackbirds  of  the  Botanic 
Gardens  Oxford,  his  work  has  become 
that  by  which  other  single  species 
studies  are  judged. 


May  1988,  192pp,  215  x 135mm. 
Paperback  0 565  01021  2 £7.95 


NATURAL 

HISTORY 

MUSEUM 

PUBLICATIONS 


Available  from: 

Natural  History 
Museum 
Publications, 
Cromwell  Road, 
London  SW7  5BD. 

Tel:  01  938  9386 

(D351) 


DIE  * 
NEUE 
BREHM- 
BOCHEREI 


New  in  the  internationally 
recognised  series  of  monographs : 

Der  Rotmilan 

Milvus  milvus 
by  R.  Ortlieb 

3rd  rev.  edit.,  approx.  160  pp., 

80  ill.,  2 colour  plates 
ISBN  3-7403-0171-6 
NBB  532.  17,20  DM  approx. 

Die  Hohltaube 

Columba  oenas 
by  R.  Mockel 
approx  168  pp.,  80  ill. 

ISBN  3-7403-0158-9 
NBB  590.  17,50  DM  approx. 

Die  Ohrenlerche 

Eremophila  alpestris 
by  R.  Piitzold 

144  pp.,  84  ill.,  1 colour  plate 
ISBN  3-7403-0051-5 
NBB  586.  16,60  DM 

Die  Dohle 

Corvus  monedula 
by  R.  Dwenger 
approx.  176  pp.,  95  ill. 

ISBN  3-7403-0156-2 
NBB  588.  20,00  DM  approx. 

Catalog  sent  on  request 


A.  Zienisen  Verlag 
Wittenberg  Lutherstadt 

Stocked  by 

Henry  Southeran  Ltd. 

2,  3,  4,  & 5 Sackville  Street 
Piccadilly,  London  W IX  2DP 

(D362) 
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Classified  Advertisements 

All  advertisements  must  be 

PREPAID 

and  sent  to 

British  Birds  Advertising 
Fountains,  Park  Lane,  Blunham, 
Bedford  MK44  3NJ. 

Telephone  0621  815085 

Rates 

(including  15%  VAT) 

£2.10  a line — average  of  6 words 

£8.00  a centimetre — 

min.  2 centimetres 

Box  Number  counts  as  2 words  is 

£1  00  extra  per  insertion 

Replies  should  be  sent  to  the 

above  address 

Series  Discounts 

3 insertions  for  the  price  of  2 
6 insertions  for  the  price  of  4 


Copy  Date 
5th  of  month 
preceding  publication 

Please  post  early 
to  avoid  disappointment. 


British  Birds 

is  most  grateful  to  those 
companies  which  support 
the  magazine  by  their 
sponsorship: 

ZEISS 

Sponsors  of 
the 

Rarities  Committee 

West  Germany 

Sponsors  of 
‘ Monthly 
marathon  ’ 

Christopher  Helm  ’f'  Sponsors  of 
and  'Bird 

Collins  T Photograph 

of  the  Year  ’ 

Sponsors  of 
' Bird 

Illustrator  oj 

the  Year ’ ' telescopes 


HO  LI  DA  Y A CCOMMODA  TION 
ENGLAND 

RUTLAND  WATER.  Delightful,  well  equipped 
holiday  cottages  to  let  in  a quiet,  attractive 
village  one  mile  south  of  Rutland  Water.  Tennis 
court  and  heated  swimming  pool.  Tel:  057  285 
275.  (BB603) 

CHARLTON  HOUSE  HOTEL,  Dawlish.  AA 
RAC  two  star.  Excellent  food.  Exe  Estuary  and 
Dawlish  Warren.  Dawlish  863260.  ( BB542) 


ISLES  OF  SCILLW  Guest  house,  en  suite 
rooms,  tea/coflee  facilities,  licensed.  Close  to 
harbour,  nature  trail.  Good  food,  friendly  atmos- 
phere, The  Bylet,  Church  Road,  St  Man’s,  l ei: 
072022479.  (BB545) 


EXMOOR.  Peaceful  s/catering  c/heated  holiday- 
homes  in  National  Trust  Village.  Marshes, 
woods  and  moorland — rich  in  birdlife.  Reduced 
spring/autumn  terms.  Open  all  year.  Stamp  to 
Sheila  Wright,  Pack  Horse,  Allerford,  nr  Mine- 
head.  Tel:  0643  862475.  ( BB535) 

SIBTON  (NR  MINSMERE),  The  White  Horse 
Inn.  A charming  16th  century  freehouse  in  3 
acres,  en  suite  accommodation  available  in 
modern  block,  bed  & breakfast  or  weekly  rates. 
Ample  car  parking.  CC  location  site.  Bar  snacks 
or  rest,  meals  avail.  Tel:  Peasenhall  337.  (BB365) 


NORTH  NORFOLK— Glavenside  guest  house 
in  Letheringsett,  5 miles  inland  from  sea  at 
Blakeney,  Cley  and  Salthouse.  River  Glaven 
works  adjoining  mill  & flows  through  4 acres  of 
garden  on  its  w av  to  sea  at  Cley.  Tel:  Holt  (0263) 
713181.  (BB530) 

OLD  HUNSTANTON,  NORFOLK.  Overlook- 
ing the  Wash.  Fully  equipped  holiday  cottages, 
col  TV,  gas  CH.  Close  beach,  available  all  year. 
Mrs  Lindsay,  4 Marks  Road,  Warlingham,  Sur- 
rev  CR3  9SH.  Tel:  L’pper  Warlingham  (088-32) 
2013.  (BB302) 


SOMERSET.  18th  century  Honeycontbe  Cot- 
tage, Bagiev,  South  Isle  of  Wedmore.  Superb 
views  Somerset  levels.  Fine  English  cooking,  log 
fire,  CH.  En  suite  rooms.  Excellent  birdwatch- 
ing. Phone  0934  712953.  Details  andl 

brochure.  (BB562) 


CLEY.  Attractive  house  in  village,  four  bed- 
rooms, large  garden,  garage,  c.h.  Available  all 
year.  Details  from  Mrs  E.  Album,  47  Lyndale 
Avenue,  London  NW2.  Tel:  01-431  2942. 

(BB348) 
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15TH  C.  COACHING  INN  midway  Ross/ 
Hereford  amidst  gentle  wooded  hills,  two  fields 
from  River  Wye.  A comfortable  and  informal 
place  wtih  proper  emphasis  on  real  food,  real 
ales  and  civilised  prices.  Log  fires.  C.H.  15 
bedrooms  inc.  four  poster,  all  en-suite,  tea / 
coffee,  colour  T.V.,  Radio,  Hair  Dryers,  Trouser 
Presses  etc,  Egon  Ronay,  Relais  Routier,  E.T.B. 
1'hree  Crowns,  A. A.  and  R.A.C.  2 Stars.  Charm- 
ing self  catering  cottages  also  available.  Apply 
the  Green  Man  Inn,  Fownhope,  Hereford  HR1 
4PE.Tel:  (0432  77)  243.  (BB470) 

‘ORCHARD  HOUSE’,  Thornham,  Norfolk, 
B/B  and  S/C.  048  526  259.  (BB417) 


EXMOOR  for  country  and  animal  lovers.  Farm- 
house accommodation,  bed  and  breakfast  and 
evening  meal,  or  self-catering  cottage.  Details 
from:  French,  Brendon  Barton,  Lynton,  Devon. 
Tel:  05987  201.  ’ (BB581) 


'77Jr  Beautiful  Georgian  Hotel 

• IMt  Excellent  Food  & Accommodation 

Lawns  h0u,  Norfolk. 

HOTEL  u («263)  7I3390  rac 


CLEY 
5 miles 
Bargain 
Breaks 
(BB384) 


FARM  COTTAGES  between  Lindisfarne  Re- 
serve and  The  Fames.  Comfortable  and  well 
equipped.  Sorry  no  pets.  Brochure:  Mr  J. 
McNish.  Outchester  Farm,  Belford,  Northum- 
berland. Tel:  066  83  336.  (BB386) 


RYDAL.  Three  cottages,  sleep  4 and  6,  weekly 
lets.  Fisher  Hoggarth,  52  Kirkland,  Kendal.  Tel: 
0539  22592,  office  hours.  (BB460) 


ISLES  OF  SCILLY— Seaview  Moorings,  St. 
Mary’s.  Personal  service  from  resident 
proprietors,  Tony  and  Linda.  Overlooking 
harbour,  close  to  quay  and  town — licensed — in- 
room tea  and  coffee  making  facilities — extensive  • 
breakfast  menu — pets  welcome.  SAE  for  details 
or  telephone  Tony  or  Linda  Dingley  on  0720 
22327.  (BB360) 


SCILLY  ISLES.  Holiday  Hat.  Details  0720 
22935.  (BB532) 

ISLES  OF  SCILLY,  Mincarlo  Guest  House,  St. 
Mary’s.  Superbly  situated  in  own  grounds  over- 
looking the  harbour.  Write  to:  Colin  Duncan  or 
Tel:  072022513.  (BB503) 

FARM  COTTAGES  between  Holy  Island,  The 
Fames  and  Cheviots.  Comfortable,  well  equip- 
ped. Mrs  Nixon,  Swdnhoe,  Belford,  Northumber- 
land. Tel:  066  83  370.  (BB285) 

HOLY  ISLAND.  2-bed  house,  sleeps  4/6.  C.H. 
well-equipped.  Tel:  06614  2345.  (BB330) 

COUNTRY  COTTAGES  between  Alnwick  & 
Belford  sleep  up  to  6.  Fully  equipped,  self- 
catering, available  throughout  the  year.  Well 
placed  for  Holy  Island  & Fame  Islands,  Cheviot 
Hills  and  many  places  of  natural  beauty.  S.A.E.: 
Lady  Gadsden,  606  Gilbert  House,  Barbican, 
London  EC2Y8BD.  Tel:  01 -638  9968.  (BB303) 

WELLS-NEXT-THE-SEA,  Norfolk.  Two  com- 
fortable cottages,  sleep  4 and  6.  Tel:  0328 
711126.  (BB598) 

ISLES  OF  SCILLY,  The  Wheelhouse,  St. 
Marys.  Licensed  Guest  House.  Open  all 
year  round,  good  food  and  comfortable 
surroundings  next  to  the  log  count  venue. 
Tel:  0720  22719.  (BB536) 

ISLES  OF  SCILLY.  Derek  and  Mary  Scofield 
welcome  you  to  their  comfortable  family  guest 
house,  situated  on  the  shore  with  unrivalled 
views.  We  offer  a happy  atmosphere,  home 
cooking  and  a select  wine  list.  Ideal  for  spring 
and  autumn  birdwatching.  Send  stamp  for 
brochure  to  Breachfield  House,  St.  Mary’s.  Book 
Now  for  October.  Tel:  0720  22463.  (BB440) 


ISLES  OF  SCILLY.  Self  catering.  3 to  6.  Linen, 
towels  provided.  Well  furnished  and  equipped. 
Nerina.  Church  Road,  St  Mary’s.  Tel:  0720 
22479.  (BB546) 

ISLES  OF  SCILLY.  Santa  Maria.  Sally  Port,  St 
Mary's.  A licensed  guest  house  ideally  situated 
100  yards  from  the  monitoring  and  information 
centre  for  birdwatchers  at  Porthcressa.  Home 
cooking  and  a warm  v.'elcome  awaits  you  from 
Roger  and  Pamela  Savage.  Small  flatlet  for 
couple  also  available.  Tel:  0720  22687.  (BB560) 

NORFOLK,  CLEY-NEXT-SEA  1 MILE.  Flint 

stones  Guest  House,  Wiveton  Holt.  Full  C/H, 
H&C,  tea/coffee  making  facs.  Col  TV  all  rooms. 
Evening  meal  optional.  Open  nearly  all  year. 
Please  ring  for  brochure.  Sorry'  No  Smoking.  Tel: 
0263  740337.  (BB596) 

BLAKENEY — we  offer  comfort,  wamith,  bed 
and  breakfast,  own  bathroom  and  sitting  room. 
Tel:  Cley  740876.  (BB593) 

ISLES  OF  SCILLY.  Illiswilgig  Guest  House. 
For  a quiet  carefree  holiday.  Ideal  for  birdwatch- 
ing. Situated  in  the  centre  of  St  Mary’s  country- 
side. Rarities  seen  within  50  metres  of  the  house 
include  Swainson’s  and  Eye  browed  Thrush, 
Cliff  Swallow  and  Rose-Breasted  Grosbeak.  No 
smoking  or  children.  John  Hicks,  Illiswilgig 
Guest  House,  Longstone,  St  Mary’s,  Isles  of 
Scilly.  Tel:  0720  22498.  (BB577) 

CLEY.  3 Quality  cottages  (sleep  4,  6 and  6+2). 
Quiet.  Comfortable.  Excellent  value.  Brochure: 
(0353)  740770.  (BB502) 

MINSMERE  12  miles.  BB  or  BB&E 
meals.  Excellent  farmhouse  cooking  with 
friendly  atmosphere.  Daily  or  weekly  rates. 
Tel:  Ubbeston  (098683)  235  for  reserva- 
tions. (BB522) 
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SCOTLAND 

ISLE  OF  ISLAY,  Lochside  Hotel.  Situated  on 
the  edge  of  Loch  Indaal.  Birdwatching  all  the 
year  round.  Superb  2 star  accommodation  with 
full  central  heating.  All  rooms  have  private 
bathroom  or  shower  with  wash  hand  basin, 
colour  TV,  radio,  telephone  & tea/coffee  making 
facilities.  Fully  licensed.  Brochure  & tariff  from 
proprietor  Mrs  Eileen  McNab.  Lochside  Hotel, 
Bowmore,  Isle  of  Islay,  Argyll  PA43  7LB.  Tel: 
Bowmore  (049-68 1 ) 244/265.  (BB599) 

ARGYLL  COAST.  Simple  traditional  cottages 
on  quiet  estate.  Nature  Conservancy  SSSI. 
Unspoiled  scenery  . Otters,  wildcats,  much  bird- 
life.  Use  of  dinghy.  Sorry  no  dogs.  SAE:  Mrs 
Maclean,  Ardpatrick,  Tarbert,  Argyll.  Tel: 
(08802)608.  (BB5I7) 

THE  HOTEL,  Isle  of  Colonsay,  Argyll  PA61 
7YP.  Detni-pension  (Private  bath)  from  £30.00. 
Details,  brochures,  map  (bird  list  on  request). 
Tel:  09512  316.  (BB582) 

ARGYLL,  SEIL  ISLAND.  250  year  old  home 
on  waters  edge  overlooking  Cuan  Sound  and 
Mull.  B&B  base  for  interesting  birdwatching, 
touring,  walking,  sleeping,  all  year.  I'im,  Melva 
Goodwin  (M.B.O.U.)  Cuan  Ferry,  Seil,  by  Oban, 
Argyll  PA344RB.  08523  258.  (BB479) 

NORTH  BERWICK.  Family  run  hotel  with 
warm,  friendly  atmosphere,  comfortable  rooms 
and  home  cooking.  Open  all  year  round.  Over- 
looking Craigleith  Rock  and  within  easy  reach  of 
Bass  Rock,  Fidra  and  Aberlady  nature  reserve. 
Small  groups  welcome  (max  15).  Belhaven 
Hotel,  Westgate,  North  Berwick.  Tel:  0620  2573 
for  brochure.  (BB602) 

CAIRNGORMS— NETHYBRIDGE,  choice  of 
unique  converted  smithy  or  hay  loft/cottages 
close  to  Loch  Garten  Osprey.  STB  Four  Crown 
“Commended”.  Sleeping  2-9.  £80-£315  p.w.  Mrs 
C.  Patrick,  Chapelton  Place,  Forres.  Tel:  0309 
72505.  (BB595) 


NORTH  WEST  HIGFI LANDS.  Dundonnell 
Hotel,  AA/RAC  3 star  and  4 crowns  commended 
by  Scottish  Tourist  Board,  just  south  of  Ulla- 
pool, ideal  location  for  hill  walkers,  birdwatchers 
and  those  who  enjoy  the  open  spaces.  Private 
bathrooms,  col  TV',  full  c.h.  Two  fully  serviced 
luxury'  flats  now  available.  Each  sleeps  4 per- 
sons. Send  for  col  brochure/ tariff  giving  details 
of  holiday  offers  on  selected  dates,  to  Selbie 
Florence,  Dundonnell  Hotel,  by  Garve,  Ross- 
shire.  Tel:  085  483  234.  (BB  192 ) 

ISLE  OF  GIGHA,  Argyllshire.  For  a holiday 
surrounded  by  natural  beauty,  sandy  beaches, 
exotic  gardens,  birds,  wild  flowers,  good  food 
and  comfortable  accommodation.  Please  contact 
Mrs  McSporran,  Post  Office  House.  058-35 
251.  (BB475) 


WALES 

TREGARON.  Cambrian  Coffee  Shoppe.  Home 
cooking.  B&B,  £8.  F.m,  £4.50.  Tel:  Mrs  Knight, 
097  44637.  (BB579) 

17th  CENTURY  CHARACTER  COTTAGES 

in  picturesque  setting,  fantastic  views.  Sleeps  2- 
12.  Self-catering.  2 miles  Symonds  Yat  with 
peregrines,  buzzards.  Open  tires  & central 
heating.  AA  recommended.  H.  Smith,  Old  Kilns. 
Howie  Hill,  Ross-on-Wye.  Tel:  0989  62051. 

(BB478) 

ABERGYNOLWYN  — bird  watchers  walkers 
paradise.  Peaceful,  scenic  area  of  Mid  Wales. 
Homely  accommodation.  C/H,  H&C.  dogs 
welcome.  B&B  £7/£8.  EM  £3.50.  Details  sae. 
Riverside  Guest  House,  Abergynolwyn,  Tywyn, 
Gwynedd.  Tel:  0654  77235.  (BB600) 

ANGLESEY.  Excellent  Sea  watching.  Waders, 
\\  ildfowi  and  Breeders.  Comfortable,  residen- 
tial centre,  wholesome  food,  ideal  for  Club  or 
Group  field  trips.  Local  information  and  advice. 
Ian  Wright,  Outdoor  Alternative,  Rhoscolyn. 
Holy  head  LL652NQ.  Tel:  0407 860469.  (BB573) 


British  Birds 

The  monthly  for  British  Birdwatchers 

If  you  rent  Holiday  Accommodation  in  a bird  watching  area  then  you  should 
advertise  in  British  Birds;  the  established  birdwatching  monthly  for  Britain's  Birders. 

With  over  40,000  genuine  bird  enthusiasts  reading  British  Birds  every  month, 
where  else  would  you  find  such  a unique  and  specialised  readership. 

The  continued  expansion  of  the  British  Birds  holiday  section  shows  that 
advertising  really  works. 

To  find  out  details  of  advertising  rates  and  our  special  series  discounts  phone 
Sandra  Barnes  0621  815085.  (BB325) 
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ANGLESEY.  Superb  beachside  hotel  with  mag- 
nificent views.  Ideal  centre  for  bird  watchers  and 
botanists  in  area  noted  for  its  lakes,  reserves  and 
coastline  of  outstanding  beauty.  Come  to  ‘High- 
ground'  AA/RAC  listed,  licensed,  for  warm 
welcome,  excellent  food  and  accommodation. 
Brochure:  Mrs  Karen  Hayter,  Highground, 
Ravenspoint  Road,  Trearddur  Bay,  Gwynedd 
LL65  2YY.  Tel:  0407  860078.  ’ (BB587) 


IRELAND 

ASHFORD,  CO.  WICKLOW.  24  miles  south  of 
Dublin.  Mod.  self-catering  bungalow,  C/H, 
sleeps  8.  Surrounded  by  scenic  farmland  with 
oak  woods  nearby.  Close  to  Wicklow  mtns  for 
Peregrine,  Ring  Ouzel,  Dipper  and  coastal  mar- 
shes for  passage  and  wintering  birds.  Locally 
breeding  Little  Terns  and  Black  Guillemots. 
One  hour  drive  to  Wexford  Slobs — 8,000+ 
wintering  White-fronted  Geese  and  breeding 
Roseate  Terns.  Family  associated  with  Irish 
Wildbird  Conservancy.  Phone  Dublin  0001- 
852469  after  6 p.m.  (BB585) 

IRISH  COTTAGE.  Magnificent  situation  on 
Dingle  peninsula,  Kerry.  Sea  and  mountain 
birds,  unspoilt  beaches,  countryside  full  of 
flowers,  quietness.  Mod  cons,  sleeps  4,  £70-£l  10 
weekly  plus  electricity.  Gerrards  Cross  (0753) 
883082.  (BB590) 

OVERSEAS 

MAJORCA,  NORTH.  Familiar  Hotel.  Half- 
board. Special  car  hire  rates  in  low  season.  Tel: 
5.31998  ‘Oriola’  Pollensa.  (BB454) 

SOUTH  WEST  BRITISH  COLUMBIA, 

Canada.  Bed  and  breakfast,  field  trips.  200  + 
local  species.  BC  total  400+.  Write  for  brochure, 
checklist:  D.  Solecki,  3672  West  1st  Avenue, 
Vancouver,  BC.  V6R 1 H2  Canada.  (BB5 16) 

CAMARGUE.  Secluded  holiday  cottage  on 
farm.  Rogers,  Mas  d’Auphan,  Le  Sambuc,  13200 
ARLES,  France  (01033)  90989041.  (BB61 1) 


BIRD  WA  TCHING  HO  LI  DA  YS 


MIGRATE  TO  FAIR  ISLE  this  year!  Midway 
between  Orkney  and  Shetland  this  beautiful 
rugged  island  offers  a relaxing  widlife  holiday  for 
all  the  family.  Enjoy  comfortable  full  board 
accommodation  and  explore  the  island’s  magni- 
ficent clifT  scenery,  fine  seabird  colonies,  migrant 
birds,  flora,  knitwear  and  fascinating  island  life. 
For  details/bookings  write  (sae):  Booking  Dept 
(C),  Fair  Isle  Bird  Observatory,  Fair  Isle,  Shet- 
land, or  tel:  035  12258.  (BB373) 


Thinking  of  AUSTRALIA 

Then  contact  the  people  with  experience. 
Guided  trips  for  individuals  or  groups.  We 
go  wherg  you  want  to  go  - itineraries 
compiled  to  suit  your  needs.  Pelagics  a 
speciality. 

Enquiries  to: 

DIOMEDEA  Pty  Ltd 
c/o  P.O.  Box  190,  Cremorne  Junction, 
NSW  2090,  Australia  ,RR,71_ 


Algarve  Birdwatch  Limited 

Autumn  migration/winter  visitors.  Guided  5 
day  tours.  Sept. /Nov.  Inclusive.  Castro 
Marim;  Faro  Salinas;  Quinta  da  Rocha 
Estuary;  Cape  St.  Vincent;  Alentejo.  Pelagic 
trips  Sept. /Oct. 

Telephone:  0602  602587  for  details.  (BB541) 


SKOKHOLME/SKOMER  ISLANDS,  PEM- 
BROKESHIRE. Thousands  of  seabirds,  carpets 
of  flowers.  Some  courses.  S.a.e.  Dept  BB, 
WWNTC,  7 Market  Street,  Haverfordwest, 
Dyfed  SA6  11NF.  Tel:  Haverfordwest  (0437) 
5462.  (BB114) 


DENMARK,  THE  NORTH  SEA 

Visit  one  of  the  best  migration  spots  in 
Europe.  The  Blaavandshuk  and  Tipperne  in 
West  Jutland.  Slay  in  a friendly  family 
cottage  with  all  facilities  near  the  birds.  Call 
for  further  information.  Blaabjerg  Tourist 
Office,  DK-6830  Norre  Nebel.  Tlph. 
45.5.288670.  (BB610) 


LAKE  ICHKEUL,  ATLAS 
MOUNTAINS  AND  THE 
SAHARA 

November  5th-1 2th, 

12th- 19th,  1 9th-26th 

3 separate  repeats  of  last  year's  highly  successful 
Bird  Watch  Tour  - £360  inc  flight,  full  board,  in  good 
hotels.  1 ,000  mile  touring  in  air  cond  coach.  British 
and  local  guides  - and  our  unrivalled  knowledge  of 
the  localities.  Write  for  details  and  last  year's  Bird 
List:  Naturewatch  Tours,  Scotsmeadow,  Little 
Horwood,  Milton  Keynes  MK17  0PD.  Tel:  (029671) 
3355.  (BB586) 
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'The  great  new  idea  in  birdwatching  holidays” 

EILAT  Nov  1988  £297 

Join  daily  minibus  excursions  with  Peter  Grant  & 
Killian  Mullamey,  or  do  your  own  thing  with  low-cost 
car  hire.  Evening  get-together  and  log.  Discount  for 
club  groups.  Details  from: 

SUNBIRDER,  BOX  76C,  Sandy,  Beds  SG19 

IDF  Telephone:  0767  82969  (24  hrs.)  ,BB507) 

V / 


Sunbirder 

Rirding  package  holidaxs 
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CALF  OF  MAN  BIRD  OBSERVATORY. 

Hostel  type  accommodation  from  April  to  Octo- 
ber. Details  from  the  Secretary.  The  Manx 
Museum,  Douglas,  Isle  of  Man.  (Tel:  0624 
75522).  (BB484) 


WILDLIFE  HOLIDAYS 


CYGNUS  WILDLIFE  HOLIDAYS 
escorted  birdwatching  holidays 
throughout  the  world 

1988  Tours 


KENYA  17  Scp-3  Oct  £1590 

BHUTAN  14  Oct-3  Nov  £2390 

ECUADOR  k GALAPAGOS  25  Oct-13  Nov  £2390 

FALKLAND  ISLANDS  24  Nov-8  Dec  £2450 

GAMBIA  16-30  Nov  £950 

ETHIOPIA  18  Nov4  Dec  £1250 


For  further  details  contact:  96  Fore  Street  £21 
Kingsbridge,  S.  Devon  I Q7  1PY  £ 
Telephone:  0548  6178  Telex:  45772  “ 


WEST  OF  IRELAND.  Wildlife  holidays,  natural 
history  courses,  field  studies  facilities  for  individuals 
and  small  groups.  Good  food  and  comfortable 
accommodation  overlooking  Connemara  mountains 
and  Lough  Corrib.  Guided  tours  to  Connemara,  the 
Burren  and  the  Cliffs  of  Moher.  Contact  Dr  T ony 
Whilde,  Corrib  Conservation  Centre,  Ardnasillagh. 
Oughterard,  Co.  Galway.  (BB42f>) 


BIRDWATCHING/WII.DLIFE.  l ented  Safaris. 
Kenya,  30th  December:  Amboseli,  Tsavo  Hast 
and  West,  Indian  Ocean,  Lake  Jipe.  2 weeks 
£1,125.  Namibia,  7th  April:  Etosha,  Kalahari, 
Fish  River  Canyon.  3 weeks  £1,475.  All  inclusive 
fares.  Itineraries:  ADVENTURE  AFRICA,  The 
Square.  Ramsbury,  Wiltshire.  Tel:  0672  20569. 

(BB605) 

PERU  with  ‘BIRDTOUR  PERU’.  Coast,  High- 
lands, Jungle.  Small  groups,  19  days,  £1,750. 
Depart  January,  February,  March,  April.  Itiner- 
ary' from:  Birdtour  Peru,  Raeburgh,  Grimoldby, 
Louth,  Lines.  LN1I  STD.  (050782)  8871. 

(BB608) 


TOURS 


RAPTORS.  Raptor  watching  tours  and  work- 
shops. 1988-1989  schedule  includes:  Trinidad, 
Cape  May,  Israel,  S.  Texas,  Senegal,  Mexico, 
Panama,  Tikal,  Ecuador  and  S.  Arizona.  Tours 
led  by  Bill  Clark,  author  of  new  NA  raptor  guide. 
Write  for  brochure  and  schedule  to  Raptours, 
PO  Box  8008,  Silver  Spring,  N1D  20907  USA. 

(BB520) 

TRINIDAD  & TOBAGO  Guided  tours  amidst 
rainforest,  mangrove  swamps  and  savannahs. 
420+  species  recorded.  Superb  accommodation. 
Write  Asa  Wright  Nature  Centre,  c/o  64  Roberts 
St,  Port  of  Spain,  Trinidad;  or  phone  (U.K.)  0452 
6 10005  for  details.  (BB609) 


PERSONAL 


BIRDING  TORONTO  AREA?  For  info,  maps, 
checklists,  etc.,  write  Dunnock  Enterprises,  2409 
Speyside  Drive,  Miss.,  Ontario,  Canada  L5K 
1X5.  (BB570) 


BIRD  REPORTS 


ORKNEY  BIRD  REPORT  1987  available  from 
Vishabreck,  Evie,  Orkney  £2.25  including  p&p. 

(BB584) 

1987  CHRISTCHURCH  HARBOUR  BIRD 
REPORT,  £2.25.  243  species,  79  pages,  articles. 
Paul  Morrison,  33  Minterne  Road,  Christ- 
church, Dorset.  (BB604) 


BOOKS 


HENRY  SOTHERAN  LTD,  ICBP.  RSPB 

london leading  ornithological  book  stockists 

IN  STOCK— 

Goodcrs:  Where  Co  Watch  Birds  in  Britain  and 
Europe.  PB  £9.95.  Paterson:  Birdwatching  in  South- 
ern Spain  PB.  £6.95;  Mackenzie:  Birds  of  The 
World:  Birds  of  Prey.  £12.95;  Kemp  & Calbum:  I he 
Owls  of  Southern  Africa  £37.50:  Bolting:  Wild 
Britain.  PB.  £9.95. 

Birds  of  Africa,  Vol.  Ill  £71.50. 

ICBP.  BTO.  BOL'  Publications  and  a c 
surprising  range  of  smaller  books  & reports.  ^ 
Superb  stock  available  for  browsing.  cc 

2,  3,  4 & Sackvillc  St,  London  W1X  2DP. 

01-734  1150,  Just  off  Piccadilly.  Mon-Fri  9.00-5.30. 


NATURAL  HISTORY  BOOKS.  Secondhand 
and  new,  bought  and  sold.  Catalogues:  J.  E. 
Oliver,  Malt  Cottage,  Croft  Yard.  Wells,  Nor- 
folk. f BBS  15) 

ORNITHOLOGICAL  GUIDES  in  the  Let's 
look  at  . . .’  series,  Majorca  SW  Spain.  The 
Camargue,  Montenegro,  Ethiopia,  Eastern  Au- 
stria, South  Morocco,  North  East  Greece.  Van- 
couver and  The  Rockies,  Sri  Lanka,  Lapland  and 
Arctic  Norway,  The  Gambia,  North  West  Tur- 
key and  N.  India.  £2.80  per  copy.  Omitholidays. 
1-3  Victoria  Drive.  Bognor  Regis.  Sussex  P021 
2PW.  (BB493) 

RARE  AND  SECONDHAND  books  on  birds, 
natural  history,  gardening  and  field  sports 
bought  and  sold.  Peter  Blest.  Wateringbury, 
Maidstone,  Kent.  Tel:  0622  812940.  (BB498) 

•BIRD  BOOKS’.  Good  secondhand  books 
bought  and  sold.  Free  catalogue  from,  and  offers 
to  Briant  Books,  94  Quarry  Lane,  Kelsall, 
Tarporley,  Cheshire  CW6  0NJ.  Tel:  0829  51804. 

(BB528) 

FOR  SALE:  Bannerman’s  12  vols.  and  With- 
erby’s  British  Birds.  No  dust  covers,  otherwise  as 
new.  Tel:  Southport  (0704)  23 1 358.  ( BB606) 
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BOOKS  ON  BIRDS,  MAMMALS,  ETC., 
BOUGHT  & SOLD.  Also  Field  Sports,  Big 
Game,  Travel,  Science,  the  Arts,  etc.  Catalogues 
issued.  David  Grayling,  Crosby  Ravensworth, 
Penrith,  Cumbria  CA10  3JP.  09315  282. 

(BB614) 


FOR  SALE 


BIRD  JOURNAL  BACKNUMBERS  SUP- 
PLIED. (BB.  Bird  Study,  County  Reports,  etc.), 
David  Morgan,  Whitmore,  Umberleigh,  Devon. 

(BB537) 

BIRD  STUDY,  1960-87  (60  to  63  bound). 
Offers.  Tel:  0263  78315.  (BB574) 


British  Birds 

The  monthly  for 
British  Birdwatchers 

British  Birds  is  the  established 
Birdwatching  monthly  for  Britain’s 
birders  with  a readership  of  over  40,000 
genuine  enthusiasts  every  month. 

It  is  not  surprising  therefore  that  the  classified  pages 
of  British  Birds  have  become  the  ‘Birdwatcher’s 
Market  Place’  carrying  advertisements  in  such  a 
wide  range  of  categories  as:  Holiday  Accommoda- 
tion: For  Sale:  Wanted:  Tours  & Travel:  Books:  Bird 
Reports:  Courses:  Repairs:  Property  for  Sale:  To 
Let:  Stamps:  Appointments:  Personal:  Conferences: 
Overseas  Holiday  Accommodation:  Birdwatching 
Holiday. 

To  find  out  details  of  advertising  rates  and  our 
special  series  discounts  phone  Sandra  Barnes 
0621  815085.  (BB326) 


DRAWINGS  & PHOTOGRAPHS 
FROM  ‘BB’.  Many  of  the  original 
bird-drawings  and  prints  of  the  bird- 
photographs  published  in  British  Birds 
can  be  purchased.  Letters  containing 
enquiries  or  offers  will  be  forwarded  if 
addressed  to  the  named  individual 
artist  or  photographer,  c/o  Fountains, 
Park  Lane,  Blunham,  Bedford  MK44 
3NJ.  (BB613) 


FOR  SALE 

9 volumes,  in  mint  condition,  of  “Birds  of 
The  World” — proceeds  to  Hospital  League 
of  Friends.  Contact:  Ivor  Williams,  Buckfast- 
leigh  (0364)  42883.  (BB607) 


PARABOLIC  REFLECTOR  specially  de- 
signed for  recording  birdsong.  Hand  or  tripod 
mounting.  £30  incl  p&p.  SAE  details,  Richard 
Margoschis,  80  Mancetter  Road,  Atherstone 
CV91NH.  (BB592) 

BIRDS  OF  THE  COAST,  C.  A.  Gibson-Hill,  A 
History  of  Birds,  J.  Fisher.  Mereside  Chronicle, 
C.  F.  Tunnicliffe.  Offers:  Box  No.  76,  c/o 
Fountains,  Park  Lane,  Blunham,  Bedford  MK44 
3NJ.  (BB612) 


Name  

Company/Institution 


This  publication  is 
available  in  microform. 


University  Microfilms  International 
reproduces  this  publication  in  microform:  micro- 
fiche and  16mm  or  35mm  film.  For  information 
about  this  publication  or  any  of  the  more  than 
13.000  titles  we  offer,  complete  and  mail  the 
coupon  to:  University  Microfilms  International, 
300  N.  Zeeb  Road,  Ann  Arbor.  MI  48106.  Call 
us  toll-free  for  an  immediate  response: 
800-521-3044.  Or  call  collect  in  Michigan. 

Alaska  and  Hawaii:  313-761-4700. 

□ Please  send  information  about  these  titles: 


(0373) 


University 

Microfilms 

International 


Address  

City  

State Zip. 

Phone  i ! 
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OPTOLYTH 


Choice  of  connoisseurs 


10  X 40  BGA 


TOURING 

The  excellence  of  optical  design  and  construction.  Superb, 
bright,  crystal  clear  image.  Compact,  lightweight,  green 
rubber  armoured.  Field  of  view  is  110m  at  1000m. 

Min.  focus  5m. 


For  the  complete  range  of  Optolyth  products: 
Telescopes,  and  highly  acclaimed  Alpin  binoculars, 
please  phone  or  write  to  Sole  Importers. 

OPTICRON.  PO  Box  81,  St.  Albans,  Herts,  AL1  3 NT. 
Tel:  (0727)  56516 


OPTOLYTH 


MADE  IN  GERMANY 


(D317) 
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353  Art  consultants 

354  Seventy-live  years  ago  . . . 

355  Suggested  changes  to  the  names  of  some  Western  Palearctic 
birds  British  Ornithologists’  Union  Records  Committee 

377  Juvenile  Hen  Harriers  showing  ‘Marsh  Hawk’  characters 

Dr  J.  P.  Thorpe 

382  Identification  of  Siberian  and  other  forms  of  Lesser  Whitethroat 

Kevin  Baker 

390  Mystery  photographs  134  Far  Eastern  Curlew  Tony  Prater 

Notes 

393  Teal  with  abnormal  ‘face’  pattern  Peter  H.  Aley 

394  Head-shaking  of  Garganey  and  Teal  while  feeding  J.  B.  Higgott 

395  Kestrel  taking  Leach’s  Petrel  D.  Messenger , .4.  S.  Duckets , M.  Pennington  and  J.  Taylor 
395  Merlin  preying  on  Leach’s  Petrel  Tim  Dean 

395  Peregrine  taking  Leach’s  Petrels  David  Walker 

395  Pale  trailing  edge  to  secondaries  of  Baillon’s  Crake  Geoff  Carey 

397  Waders  eating  fish — and  chips  Michael  Clegg 

397  Common  Gulls  feeding  on  cherries  R.  L.  Swann 

398  Early  acquisition  of  first-winter  plumage  by  White-winged  Black  Tern  K.  Reid 
398  Apparent  food  piracy  by  Wren  on  a Treecreeper  L.  C.  Hopkins 

398  Tree  Sparrows  defoliating  rowan  twigs  Michael  Clegg 

Letters 

399  Seabirds  on  board  ships  Ewart  Jones 

400  Ships  and  Capped  Petrels  Dr  W.  R.  P.  Bourne 

401  The  status  of  Little,  Audubon’s  and  ‘Levantine’  Shearwaters  in  Britain  and  Ireland 
Dr  W.  R.  P.  Bourne 

402  John  Gould  and  the  storm-petrels  Dr  W.  R.  P.  Bourne 

Announcements 

403  ‘BB’-Sunbird  tour  to  Israel 

404  ‘International  Bird  Identification’ 

404  New  books  in  British  BirdShop 

404  Photographs  and  drawings  may  he  for  sale 

Request 

404  Photographs  needed 

Reviews 

405  ‘Atlas  of  the  Breeding  Birds  of  Ontario’  compiled  by  Michael  D.  Cadman,  Paul  F.  J. 
Eagles  and  Frederick  M.  Helleiner  Dr  J.  T.  R.  Sharrock 

406  ‘The  Tanagers:  natural  history,  distribution  and  identification’  by  Morton  L.  Isler 
and  Phyllis  R.  Isler  Dr  D.  W.  Snow 

406  ‘Wildfowl:  an  identification  guide  to  the  ducks,  geese  and  swans  of  the  world’  by 
Steve  Madge  and  Hilary  Burn  Keith  Vinicombe 

407  ‘Where  to  Watch  Birds  in  Wales’  by  David  Saunders  P.  Hope  Jones 

408  If  the  caption  fits  . . . 

409  Monthly  marathon 

410  April  reports  lan  Dawson  and  Keith  Allsopp 

416  News  and  comment  Robin  Prytherch  and  Mike  Everett 
416  Recent  reports  Dr  Mark  Boyd 
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Lesser  Whitethroat  (D.  A.  Thelwell );  410  Moussier’s  Redstart  (Keith  Colcombe) 
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in  focus 

OPEN  Mon-Sat,  9-6  (24-hour  phone) 


CORPORATF  204  HIGH  STREET 
BARNET,  HERTS. 
EN5  5SZ 

01-449  1445 
01-441  7748 


MEMBER 


THE  BINOCULAR  AND  TELESCOPE  SPECIALISTS 


IN 


FOCUS  AT  RSPB  RADIPOLE  LAKE 


IN  FOCUS  AT  LEMSFORD  SPRINGS 


ACCESSORIES 


£ 


In  Focus  are  pleased  to  announce  a further  RSPB  Field  Weekend  following 
the  summer  event  at  Bempton.  this  time  at  Radipole  Lake,  Dorset 
This  will  take  place  on  October  29th  & 30th  and  will  offer  the  opportunity  to 
test  and  purchase  a wide  range  of  equipment  under  field  conditions  at  this 
woH  known  Reserve 

You  are  invited  to  apply  in  writing  or  by  phone  if  you  would  like  to  receive  an 
invitation  to  this  event  Please  indicate  your  preferred  day  and  time  of 
attendance  On  receipt  of  your  application  you  will  be  sent  an  information 
pack  containing  instructions  on  how  to  gel  to  the  Reserve  A description  of 
the  bird  life  you  are  ukely  to  view  together  with  your  In  Focus  guest  ticket 
Preference  will  be  given  to  guests  who  have  received  invitations  Apply  now 
to  avoid  disappointment' 

We  especially  welcome  applications  from  the  disabled  as  this  Reserve 
caters  tor  birdwatchers  who  are  dependent  on  wheelchair  access 


SATURDAY  AUGUST  20th  — 9.30am  5pm 
SUNDAY  SEPTEMBER  18th  — 10am  - 4pm 
SUNDAY  OCTOBER  16th  — 10am  4pm 

With  the  kind  co-operation  of  the  Herts  and  Middx  Wildlife  Trust  In  Focus 
are  now  able  to  offer  customers  a uryque  opportunity  to  use  compare  and 
purchase  quality  optical  equipment  under  f«td  conditions  Lemstord  Springs 
Nature  Reserve  is  situated  approximately  20  miles  north  of  London  and  s 
lust  1 5 mins  drive  from  June  23  on  the  M25  motorway  This  compact  well 
managed  reserve  has  a good  variety  of  turd  hie  and  customers  can  expect 
good  views  of  wafer  and  woodland  birds  Visitors  are  mvited  to  take 
advantage  of  the  ample  parking  to  the  right  of  the  reserve  gale  then  make 
their  way  to  reception  At  this  point  customers  can  discuss  the«r  md*v<luai 
requirements  with  our  technical  statl  binoculars  are  issued  from  this  pom* 
and  can  be  used  on  a woodland  waA  or  in  a private  fwJe  where  a lull  range 
of  telescopes  can  also  be  viewed  For  further  information  and  directions 
please  contact  IN  FOCUS 


Car  window  mount  22  00 

Universal  mount  22  00 

Hide  mount  38  00 

Rowi  Shoulder  Pod  38  00 

CullmannSl  Pod  24  95 

CuMmarm  OR  9 95 

Ramguard  small  3 50 

Ramguard  large  3 50 

Leather  lanyard  3 50 

Tripod  Strap  695 


PERSONAL  CALLERS 

Can  choose  and  select  from  our 
comprehensive  range  of  equip 
ment  Compare  Ze*ss  with  Lertz 
Optofyth  with  Kowa  or  Nikon  We 


pany  whose  only  concern  is  that 


WEST  ZEISS 

£ 

189  00 

Dialyt  io  - 25B 

209  00 

Dialyt8  « 20BGA 

229  00 

Dialyt  7 . 42BGAT 

Phone 

Dialyt  8 ■ 30BGAT 

Phone 

Dialyl  10  * 40BT 

Phone 

Dialyt  10  • 40BGAT 

Phone 

Dialyt  8 ■ 56BGAT 

Phone 

Porro  15  * 60GAT 

Phone 

Aocessones 

500 

1000 

400 

, Spare  case  lor 
10  x 40BGAT 

26  00 

LEITZ 

E 

Tnnovid8  * 20BC 

235  00 

Tnnovid8  ■ 20BCA 

247  00 

Tnnovid  10  ■ 25BC 

247  00 

Tnnovid  10  x 25BCA 

259  00 

Case  tor  compact 

14  00 

Tnnovid  7 • 35BA 

399  00 

Tnnovid  8 x 328A 

445  00 

Tnnovid  7 « 42BA 

Phone 

Tnnovid  8 - 40BA 

Phone 

Tnnovid  10  * 40BA 

Phone 

Tnnovid  10  « 40BAN 

Phone 

34  00 

40  00 

800 

NIKON 

£ 

7 x 20B 

74  95 

9x258 

79  95 

9 x 208  Roof  Prism 

134  95 

10  x 25B  Roof  Pnsm 

149  95 

9 x 308  Roof  Pnsm 

239  00 

3 x 30ZCF 

189  00 

10  x 35ZCF 

209  00 

>0x60  Fieldscope 

269  00 

>0  x 60  Fieldscope  Ed 

489  00 

I5x.  30 x 40- . 60 x 

65  00 

14  25 

Haze  UV  filter 

42  00 

10  25 

.795 

>hotokit 

157  00 

SWIFT 

£ 

- tudubonS  5 x 44 

174  95 

3sprey7.5  x 42 

139  95 

OPTOLYTH 

£ 

Alpm  8 * 30BGA 

186  00 

Alpm  8 x 40BGA 

200  00 

Alpm  7 • 42BGA 

207  00 

Alpm  1 0 - 40BG A 

205  00 

Alpm  10  x 50BGA 

221  00 

Ramguard 

400 

Optolyth  30  > 75BGA 

31800 

Optolyth  30  * 80BGA 

353  00 

Optolyth  TB80BGA 

344  00 

Optolyth  TBS80 

320  00 

20  * WA  for  TBS80 

88  00 

56  00 

57  00 

58  00 

35  00 

OPTICRON 

£ 

Elite  9 - 35 

186  00 

8 ■ 42B 

11000 

10  * 42B 

114  00 

60mm  HR  Body 

128  00 

60mm  HR  Body  45 

150  00 

60mm  HRGA  Body 

155  00 

65  00 

22  x WA 

30  00 

40  x 

28  00 

Case  for  HR 

1500 

Piccolo  body 

107  00 

45  00 

22  00 

Case  lor  Piccolo 

1500 

Opticron  tripod 

59  95 

KOWA 

£ 

185  00 

TS602 

165  00 

20  x WA 

47  00 

41  00 

41  00 

93  00 

TSN  1 

235  00 

TSN-2 

225  00 

TSN-3 

435  00 

425  00 

69  00 

45  00 

45  00 

99  00 

Case  for  Kowa 

1950 

Photo  kit  for  TSN 

69  00 

FREE  CASE  WHEN 

YOU  BUY  A KOWA! 

BUSHNELL 

£ 

Spacemaster 

140  00 

15  - 45  ■ zoom 

79  00 

20  - -60  • zoom 

65  00 

22  ■ WA 

39  00 

20  x or  40  « each 

29  00 

Photo  kit 

25  00 

Case 

1500 

Customs  • 36B 

179  00 

Custom  10  - 40B 

189  00 

CARL  ZEISS  JENA 

£ 

Turmon8  - 21  Mono 

39  95 

JenoptemS  x 30 

44  95 

Jenoptem  10  • 50 

69  95 

Deftrmtem  8-30 

54  95 

Deftnntem  10-50 

88  95 

Notarem  8 • 32B 

11495 

Notarem  10  - 406 

149  95 

Octarem  8 - 50B 

199  95 

ADLERBLICK 

£ 

8 * 32B 

120  00 

8 - 428 

120  00 

10  - 42B 

125  00 

10  - SOB 

135  00 

7 . 21B 

109  00 

8 - 24B 

11900 

BRESSER 

£ 

8 > 42GA  Root  P 

11900 

10  * 42GA  Roof  P 

11900 

7 - 42BGA  Lux 

135  00 

10  - 42BGA  Lux 

149  00 

10  x 50BGA  Lux 

165  00 

MIRADOR 

£ 

8 - 42B 

110  00 

10  > 42B 

11400 

10  ■ 50B 

122  00 

Merlin  25  x 60 

97  00 

Merlin  18  - 40  * 60 

129  00 

Mertm  30-75 

11900 

Merlin  22  • -47  x 75 

157  00 

Case  tor  Mertm 

1500 

MANFROTTO 

TRIPODS 

£ 

Mini  Pro 

35  00 

Base  144 

45  00 

Basic  144  black 

50  00 

128  FuJ id  head 

34  95 

200  Extra  kght  head 

39  95 

Tnpod  strap 

995 

Pro  Mono  Pod 

24  95 

SLIK  TRIPODS 

£ 

Gazelle  950 

37  95 

Slik  35  DN 

57  95 

Master  D2 

69  95 

SL67 

104  95 

Black  Diamond 

85  95 

Skk  68 

65  95 

Monopods  from 

1550 

Tnpod  strap 

695 

QUESTAR  £ 

Field  Model  3'  with  broad  band 
coating  supplied  with  50x-80x 
(24mm)  Lens  Hood  Photo  Kit  and 
Case  Phone 

90x  I30x(l6mm)  Phone 

PorroPnsm  Phone 

CENTURY  £ 

Field  Model  G A 150  00 

20  - -45  - zoom  49  00 

20-  30-  40* 

eye  pieces  (each)  1 9 00 

Case  16  95 

BARBOUR  £ 

The  best  British  clothing  for  the 
worst  British  weather 
Durham  Jacket  52  95 

32  to  46 
Bedale  Jacket 

28  to 30  4t  75 

32“  to  46  6295 

Gamefair  Jacket  71  95 

32  to  46 

Beaufort  Jacket  75  95 

32"  to  46 

Border  Jacket  82  95 

32  to  46 

BurgMey  Jacket  88  95 

36  to  44 

Northumbna  Jacket  87  55 

36  to  46 

Lmings  17  45 

Hoods  1095 


Send  tor  colour  Barbour  catalogue 
Post  FREE  on  Barbour 

TELESCOPES  AND 
TRIPOD  OUTFITS 

It  you  purchase  a scope  and  tnpod 
at  the  same  time  we  can  offer  you  a 
very  speoal  pnee' 

PHONE  FOR  A QUOTE 


our  customers  select  the  correct 
instrument  fry  the*  personal  needs 

PHONE  ORDERS 

Discuss  your  requ*ements  with  our 
technical  staff  and  orders  placed 
with  Access  or  Visa  Cards  w*  be 
despatched  same  day 

MAIL  ORDER 

Just  add  C 2 lo  he*p  cover  PAP  and 
insurance  and  your  order  will  be 
despatched  on  the  same  day  as  we 
receive  your  cheque  All  equpment 
is  supphed  on  14  days  approval 
upon  rece<#  o*  KJ  remetance 

SECONDHAND 

Instruments  are  always  available 
Turnover  ts  fast  so  we  do  not  pnnt  a 
Wst  Phone  fry  information 

PART  EXCHANGE 

Top  pnees  pad  fry  good  condrtion 
equpmenc 

HOW  TO  FIND  US 

We  are  1 0 mms  from  M25  and  A 1 M 
motorways  and  15  mm s wa*  from 
High  Bamet  Underground  Station 
Pnees  correct  2 6 88  EAEO 


AUTUMN  OFFER 

FREE  TRIPOD 
STRAP  WITH 
EVERY  TRIPOD 
PURCHASED. 


1.9.88  - 30  11  88 


INTEREST  FREE  CREDIT  ON  THE 
FOLLOWING  INSTRUMENTS 

ZEISS  WEST  8 x 30BGAT  7 x 428GAT.  10  x 40BGAT 
LEITZ  TRINOVID  8 x 40BA  7 x 42BA  10  x 406AN 
KOWA  TSN-3  Of  4 NIKON  FIELDSCOPE  ED 
Stmply  select  the  model  of  your  choice  pay 
one-third  of  the  purchase  pnee  with  the  balance 
in  two  equal  payments  one  month  apart 
Phone,  write  or  call 


C3ED 


vtsa 


BINOCULARS  & TELESCOPES  REPAIRED  ON  THE  PREMISES 

(D379) 


ORNITHOLIDAYS 

1 QQQ  MEMBER  OF  THE  ASSOCIATION  OF 
I JJO 5/  BRITISH  TRAVEL  AGENTS 

Holidays  Organised  by  Birdwatchers  for  Birdwatchers 
Twenty-four  years’  service  to  birdwatchers  & naturalists 
Programme  will  include: 

| Christmas  ’88/New  Year  ’89 


Coto  Donana 
N.  India 


N.  India 

Thailand 

Turkey 

Kenya 

China/Tibet 

Yugoslavia 

Namibia  - Etosha 

Australia 

Corfu 

Zimbabwe 

New  Zealand 

The  Camargue 

Tanzania 

Venezuela 

The  Roussillon 

Botswana  - The  Okavango 

The  Galapagos 

Andorra 

Natal 

Yellowstone  Nat.  Park 

S.  W.  Spain 

Madagascar 

Israel 

Coto  Donana 

India  - Tiger  Special 

Jordan 

Majorca 

The  Seychelles 

Cyprus 

Lake  Neusiedl 

N.  E.  Greece 

Arctic  Norway 

MEMBER 


Write  or  ’phone  for  a brochure  to: 

LAWRENCE  G.  HOLLOWAY 
ORNITHOLIDAYS 

DEPT.  2,  1-3  VICTORIA  DRIVE,  BOGNOR  REGIS,  WEST  SUSSEX,  P021  2PW 
Tel:  0243  821230  (D375)  ATOL  LICENCE  No.  743 


YOUR 

GUARANTEE 


S FOCALPOINT 

Deal  with  birdwatchers  who  understand  your  requirement 

1 

LEITZ  Binoculars 

Beautifully  made  precision  instruments  Wilh 
contrast,  resolution,  flatness  ol  field,  true 
internal  focusing  design,  and  climale  resist- 
ance which  are  unsurpassed.  And  all  within  a 
compact  lightweight  design' 

As  used  by  both  principals  of  Focalpoint — 
and  many  thousands  of  discerning  birders 
throughout  Ihe  world.  All  sizes  are 
available  from  stock. 


NEW  - ADLERBLICK 

'Multicoated' 
exceptional  quality 

8x42 


KOWA  Main  Stockists 

TSN-1  (45°)  s 

TSN-2  (straight)  b 

TSN-3  (45°  Fluorile)  & 

TSN-4  (str.  Fluorile)  § 

TS1  (45°)  C 

TS2  (straight) 

TS6  (compact)  js 

TS7  (45°)  -si 

TS9  (20  x 50)  ** 

TS601 
TS602 

All  eyepieces,  pholo-adaptors  and  cases 
from  slock. 

Upgrade  your  existing  TSN-1/2  for  Ihe  new 
TSN-3/4  models  You  need  only  exchange 
ihe  body,  all  eyepieces,  cases,  etc . are 
interchangeable 


QUESTAR 

Mirror  Scopes 
From  £1829 


NEW  Skua  Mkll  cases  for  Kowa  TSN 
telescopes  in  stock  now.  Total  encase- 
ment, ultra  rugged  ano  weatherproof 
Stays  on  the  scope  at  all  times. 


BIRDGUIDES 

Ask  for  details  of  these  tours 
GAMBIA  Nov  '88  - FULL 
VENEZUELA  Jan  ’89 
MAJORCA  Apr 


10x42  179.95 

10x50  198.95 

NIKON  Fieldscope  system 
from  stock  - from  £269. 

SOUTHERN  SPAIN  May  '89 
KENYA  Sept  '89 

MAIL  ORDER 
SPECIALIST 
P/P  & INS.  FREE' 

TONY  & ENID  MURPHY 

FOCALPOINT 

14  Cogshall  Lane,  Comberbach, 
Northwich,  Cheshire  CW9  6BS 
Telephone:  0606  891098  (D383) 

Open  Mon.-Fri. 

9.30-5.30 
Sat.  9.30-4.00 
Closed  Sundays 
and  Bank  Holidays 

REPAIRS  & 
SERVICING 

u 


WE  MAKE  CERTAIN  YOU 
MAKE  THE  CORRECT  CHOICE 


BINOCULAR  & TELESCOPE 
DEMONSTRATIONS 


EVERY  DAY  OF  THE  MONTH 


For  your  personal  demonstration  at  the  location  of  your  choice 

anywhere  in  Cornwall 
PHONE  REDRUTH  (0209)  210060 
If  you  can’t  get  to  Cornwall  try  our  mail  order 
ADVICE  LINE 

Make  the  most  of  your  investment  - you  cannot  afford  not  to  take 
our  friendly  advice  based  on  field  experience  - 

the  most  popular  may  not  be  the  best  for  you! 

Why  take  the  chance  - Phone  SCOPES  (0209)  210060 


WE  KEEP  YOU  WATCHING 


T l-l  E F R E S 

TESTED  BY  BILLODDIE 


IMAGE 


SHOWN  ON  “SKY  ATNIGHT" 

A 


and  vibration 


IN-COURT  SPORTS  LTD 


26  LAUREL  PARK,  ST  ARVANS.  Telephone 

CHEPSTOW.  GWENT  NP6  6ED  0291271184 


| Please  send  Brochure  D 

I Please  send  ( ) Freshold 
| Supports  at  £29.50  + £3  P&P 
l each.  I enclose  cheque/M. O. 

I for  £ 

| made  payable  to: 

| In-Court  Sports  Ltd 

|(D388) 


NAME 

ADDRESS 


POSTCODE 

PHONE 


1 


SEWILLS 


Estd. 


MlUSIVE  SPECIAL  OFFE/feu^s  ° 


“TWITCHER”  10x40 


i CLOSE  FOCUS  DOWN  TO  16  0 
(IDEAL  FOR  BIRDWATCHING). 

• SMOOTH  BLACK  RUBBER 
ARMOUR. 


• FOLD  DOWN  RUBBER 
EYECUPS. 

• LIGHTWEIGHT.  rM  1R  PRICE] 


7 DAY  MONEY  BACK 
GUARANTEE  IF  NOT 
FULLY  SATISFIED.  BUY 
CONFIDENTLY  BY  POST 
OR  PHONE 


RRP  £49.95 


.V  £69.95^*rt 


ORDER 

^^-SPEC^usrs^.^ 


Phone  051-227  1376  — 

SEWILLS  of  LIVERPOOL 
36  Exchange  Street  East,  Liverpool  L2  3PT. 
Fax  051-236  3206 


RSPBl 


Why  not  give  us  the  opportunity  to 
impress  you  with  our 

PRICES  & SERVICE 

They  are  the  BEST  - that’s  GUARANTEED 
We  will  attempt  to  encourage  you 
with  our  low  prices,  high  trade-ins 
and  friendly,  knowledgeable  service 


TELESCOPES 
OPTOLYTH  TELESCOPES 

FOR  THOSE  WHO  WANT  ONLY  THE  BEST 

Superior  definition/Light-transmission  plus  the  widest 
field  at  high  magnifications 


BINOCULARS 

ALPIN  BY  OPTOLYTH 

W.  EUROPE’S  MOST  POPULAR  Weight  Field 

COMPACT  AND  LIGHTWEIGHT  30x75GA  44oz  120ft. 

BINOCULARS  22x60GA  35oz  183ft 

Weight  Field  Price  22x70GA  37oz  — 

1 0x50BA  22.5oz  309ft.  £221  (inc.  case)  22-60x70GA  47oz  87-54ft. 
10x40BGA  19oz  345ft.  £205  (inc.  case)  30x80 
8x40BGA  19oz  330ft.  £200  (inc.  case)  TB  80  Body 
8x30BGA  14oz  420ft.  £1 86  (inc.  case)  TBS  80  Body 
NEW  - Touring  10x40  BGA  - now  in  stock  - only  £387.00  inc  case 

mail  order  London  Camera  Exchange  Group 


Price 

£318  Case  £35 
£210 

£290  EYEPIECES 
£353  20xWW  £88 
£353  20x  £56 
£344  30 x £57 
£320  40 x £58 


WELCOMED 

Part  Exchange 
Available 


10  High  Street 
Southampton,  Hants. 
Tel:  (0703)  221597 
Tel:  (0703)  335363 


1 3 Cheap  Street 
Bath 

Avon  BA1  1NB 
Tel:  (0225)  62234 


(D377) 


IV 


D378) 


Winter  birding  breaks 

Take  a Branta  break  this  winter 


Ask  for  our  1989  Winter  Birding  Breaks  brochure. 


* Two  breaks  in  N Africa  which  can  be  extended  as  you  wish  — 

‘Wetland  & desert  in  Tunisia’  Jan  22  £330 

Marrakech  & Oued  Massa’  Feb  24  £355 

☆ plus  Holland,  N France  and  S Ireland 


All  tours  include  organised  field  excursions  and  all  European 
tours  are  joined  by  a local  birder  as  leader  or  guide. 


STOP  PRESS:  There  are  still  some  places  on  our  Falsterbo  tour  (Sep  23)  with  Roy  Phillips  and 
our  N Sea  and  Danish  coast  break  (Oct  3)  with  Peter  Harrison. 


K 

1 


For  full  details  phone  or  write  to  — 

BRANTA 

_ _ _ _ 11  Uxbridge  Street,  London  W8  7TQ 

HOLIDAYS  (01  229  7231) 


Have  you  seen 

BIRDING  WORLD 

lately? 

For  a free  sample  copy  of  the  new,  improved  monthly  news  magazine  for 
keen  birders,  write  to: 

B.I.S.,  Appletree  Cottage,  Marshside,  Brancastcr.  King's  Lynn.  Norfolk 
PE31  SAD  (or  telephone  0485  210349)  and  find  out  what  you've  been 
missing!  It  is  the  news  magazine  for  keen  birdwatchers,  available  only  on 
subscription. 

Or  subscribe  now  by  completing  the  coupon  below-  (or  copying  its  format) 
and  sending  it  together  with  £15  (for  12  issues:  £20  overseas)  to  the  same 
address. 


1 


Mr/Mrs/Miss  Ms , 


ADDRESS. 


Postcode 


(D384) 


J 


Kay  Optical  (Est.  1962) 


A wealth  of  optical  experience  is  at  your  service  whether  you  wish  to 
purchase  new  equipment  or  have  your  present  equipment  serviced  in  our 

workshop. 

The  best  equipment  is  available  for  you  to  inspect,  test  and  purchase  from 
these  premises,  including,  for  example:- 


BINOCULARS 

etc. 

ZEISS  (West) 

c 

10  x 25  Dialyt 

214 

8 x 20  BGA  Dialyt 

245 

8 x 30  BGAT  Dialyt 

389 

10  x 40  BGAT  (P)  Dialyt 

Phone 

7 x 42  BGAT  Diaiyt 

Phone 

8 x 56  BGAT  Dialyt 

535 

1 5 x 60  GAT  Porro 

793 

7 x 50  BGA  (IF)  Porro 

535 

LEITZ  (Leica) 

8x20Trinovid 

235 

8x20  BCATrinovid 

247 

10x25BC  Trinovid 

247 

10x25  BCATrinovid 

259 

8 x 32  BA  T rinovid 

445 

8x40  BA  Trinovid 

499 

10x40  BA  N Trinovid 

539 

Miniature  soft  case 

14 

BA  soft  case 

34 

SWAROVSKI 

1 0 x 40  WM  Waterproof 

341 

7 x 42  M Waterproof 

298 

8 x 30  SLC  roof  prism,  water  and 

shock  proof 

302 

OPTOLYTH 

8x30Alpin 

186 

8x40Alpin 

200 

10x40  Alpin 

205 

7x42Alpin 

207 

1 0 x 50  Alpin 

221 

12x50  Alpin 

225 

NIKON 

8 x 20  roof  prism 

139 

1 0 x 25  roof  prism 

154 

9x30  DCF  roof  prism 

248 

1 2 x 36  DCF  roof  prism 

268 

swallow  c 

1 0 x 40  or  8 x 40  rubber-covered,  roof 
prism  1 20 

ADLERBLICK 

8x42  123 

8x42  rubber  covered  143 

10x42  rubber  covered  148 

7x21  compact  109 

8 x 24  compact  1 1 9 

MIRADOR 

8x42  110 

8x42  with  rubber  120 

BUSHNELL 

8 X 36  B Custom  179 

10x40  B Custom  189 


TELESCOPES 


NIKON 

20  x 60  ED  Phone 

30  x or  40  x eyepieces  65 

Camera  adaptor  1 57 

KOWA 

TSN-1  body  (45°)  235 

TSN-2body  225 

TSN-3  body  (45°)  Phone 

TSN-4  body  455 

25  x or  40  x eyepiece  50 

20  x (WA)  eyepiece  70 

20-60  x zoom  eyepiece  1 00 

TS  601  body  (45°)  185 

TS  602  body  165 

20-60  x eyepiece  93 

20  x WW  eyepiece  47 


OPTOLYTH 

30x75 
30x80 
TB  80  body 
TBS  80  body  (45°) 

TB  eyepieces  from 

15-40x60 

22-60x70 

22x60 

22x70 

SPACEMASTER 

With  zoom  eyepiece 
With  22  x WA  eyepiece 

OPTICRON 

60mm  HR  body 
Ditto,  with  rubber 
60mm  HR  body  (45°) 

Zoom  eyepiece 
Other  eyepieces  from 
30  x 75  Classic 

PICCOLO 

60mm  body 
Zoom  eyepiece 
Other  eyepieces  from 

NIGHT  VISION 

Infra-red,  hand-held  scope, 

complete 

Mains  charger 

TRIPODS  etc  (all  one-action) 

Opticron 
Slik  D2 
Slik  Shogun' 

Slik  SL67 
Universal  clamp 
Hide  clamp 
Car  window  mount 
Also  Manfrotto. 


C 

318 

353 

344 

320 

56 

265 

353 

210 

290 


219 

179 


128 

155 

150 

65 

26 

125 


107 

45 

22 


690 

69 


60 

73 

99 

105 

20 

40 

25 


SPECIAL  OFFER  - Deduct  £10  when  buying  a telescope  and  tripod  together. 


Callers  are,  of  course,  welcomed  and  encouraged  but  you  can  also  use  our 
mail  order  service  if  more  convenient  (allow  £2  ppi)  and  14  days  approval  is 
allowed.  For  callers,  we  are  1 5 minutes’  drive  from  the  M25  (via  A3  then  the 
Merton  turn-off)  or  2 minutes’  walk  from  Morden  tube.  A fuller  list  (with 
prices)  and  a map  sent  upon  request.  Personal  export  service.  E.&O.E. 


& 


Repairs  carried  out  in  our  own  workshops. 


KAY  OPTICAL  will  be  at  the  Information  Centre  of  the  renowned  PAGHAM 
HARBOUR  LOCAL  NATURE  RESERVE  on  SUNDAY  25th  SEPTEMBER  (11  am 

to  5 pm).  You  will  be  able  to  try  and  buy  binoculars,  telescopes,  tripods,  etc.  Also, 
repairs  can  be  quoted  for  and  handed  in.  The  Reserve  is  near  to  Chichester,  W. 
Sussex,  on  the  B2145  into  Selsey.  Booking  not  necessary. 


KAY  OPTICAL  SERVICING 


Mon-Frj, 

9 am  to  5 pm 

Sat  9 am  to  _ . . ..  . _ 

11.30  am  89B  London  Road*,  Morden,  Merton,  Surrey.  Tel:  01-648  8822 

by'appoJntment  *The  A24  We  are  0PP0site  Midland  Bank  (D385) 
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Rare  breeding 
birds  in  the 
United 
Kingdom 
in  1986 


Robert  Spencer  and  the  Rare  Breeding  Birds  Panel 

This  is  the  fourteenth  annual  report  published  by  the  Panel  and  in  style 
of  presentation  it  follows  the  conventions  used  in  that  for  1985  (Brit. 
Birds  81:  99-125).  It  is  relatively  complete,  in  that  counties  which  normally 
have  data  to  submit  have  once  again  kindly  co-operated  with  the  Panel. 
The  Panel  is  warmly  appreciative  of  the  many  recorders,  and  some 
individual  observers,  who  take  great  trouble  to  submit  exemplarily 
detailed  reports.  Whilst  any  record  is  very  welcome,  the  somewhat 
sketchy  returns  from  a few  recorders  could  be  made  infinitely  more 
valuable  by  the  provision  of  rather  more  detail.  Those  who  edit  their 
reports  to  the  Panel  on  the  grounds  of  security  may  note  that  the  Panel 
rarely  names  sites  (Avocets  Recmvirostra  avosetta  on  Havergate  would  be  a 
typical  exception — and  all  exceptions  have  been  authorised  by  the 
reporter),  names  counties  only  when  authorised  to  do  so  by  the  recorder, 
and  sometimes  prefers  to  refer  only  to  the  region  even  when  permitted  to 
name  the  county. 

The  membership  of  the  Panel  remained  unchanged  in  1986.  being  Dr 
L.  A.  Batten,  R.  H.  Dennis,  Richard  Porter,  Dr  J.  T.  R.  Sharrock  and 
Robert  Spencer  (Secretary).  Whilst  the  w ork  of  the  Panel  is  sponsored  and 
wholly  funded  by  the  NCC,  the  RSPB.  the  BTO  and  British  Birds , it  is 
considered  important  that,  in  the  framework  of  the  Panel's  activities,  the 
members  should  be  free  to  have  allegiance  primarily  to  the  birds.  For  that 
reason,  their  appointments  to  the  Panel  are  in  a personal  capacity,  albeit 

[The  publication  of  this  report  has  been  subsidised  by  a donation  from  the  RSPB] 


( finl.  Hirds  81:41 7-444,  September  1988] 
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with  a specialised  knowledge  of  the  interests  and  requirements  of  the 
sponsoring  bodies. 

Of  the  natural  phenomena  which  affect  birds,  climate — the  sum  of  our 
daily  weather  patterns — is  generally  the  most  pervasive,  and  there  are  a 
number  of  telling  illustrations  of  this  to  be  found  in  the  present  report. 
Various  of  the  recorders,  on  submitting  data  for  Bittern  Botaurus  stellaris, 
Red  Kite  Milvus  milvus,  Cetti’s  Warbler  Cettia  cetti  (now  almost  extinct  in  its 
former  stronghold  of  Kent),  Hartford  Warbler  Sylvia  undata  and  Firecrest 
Regulus  ignicapillus,  commented  that  severe  winter  cold  of  February  1986 
had  reduced  the  breeding  stock.  The  cold  about  which  they  remarked  is 
detailed  vividly  in  the  relevant  numbers  of  Climate  Monitor *:  ‘Bitter  east- 
northeast  winds  aggravated  the  effects  of  daytime  maximum  tempera- 
tures, which  did  not  rise  above  0°C  for  days.  Mean  temperatures  were 
often  4-5°C  below  average  ...  It  was  generally  the  coldest  February  since 
1947,  and  the  second  coldest  of  the  century.’ 

If  low  winter  temperatures  reduced  the  potential  breeding  stock  of  some 
species,  the  weather  experienced  in  spring  and  early  summer  was  often 
unhelpful  to  pairs  attempting  to  breed.  The  spring  of  1986,  to  quote  again 
from  Climate  Monitor , was  ‘the  coldest  since  1979,  and  the  eleventh  coldest 
this  century  in  central  England.’  Nor  was  it  just  a matter  of  temperature. 
One  nest  of  Marsh  Hamers  Circus  aeruginosus  was  washed  out;  Roy  Dennis, 
in  summing  up  the  breeding  season  for  the  Osprey  Pandion  haliaetus,  wrote 
that  the  weather  had  been  ‘cold,  wet  and  very  windy’,  with  at  least  three 
nests  being  blown  out;  elsewhere  the  nesting  attempts  by  Ruffs  Philomachus 
pugnax  and  Black-tailed  Godwits  Limosa  limosa  were  thwarted  by  high,  or 
rising,  water  levels.  Of  April,  Climate  Monitor  records  ‘It  rained 
frequently — 20  to  25  days  of  the  month  in  many  places  . . . May  continued 
wet  except  in  East  Anglia  and  southeast  England  . . . apart  from  East 
Anglia,  sunshine  totals  were  low.’ 

Next  to  weather,  it  is  possible  that  people  often  pose  the  greatest  threat 
to  the  breeding  attempts  of  rare  birds:  a threat  which  may  be  an  innocent 
or  unthinking  one,  as  was  probably  the  case  where  the  nest-tree  of  a 
Honey  Buzzard  Pemis  apivorus  was  felled  during  routine  forestry  operations 
outside  the  breeding  season.  The  Panel  members,  as  individuals,  share 
the  widespread  concern  about  some  of  the  tree  planting  which  is  taking 
place  in  areas  such  as  the  Flow  Country  of  northern  Scotland,  but  have 
generally  found  that  those  foresters  responsible  for  managing  mature 
forest  are  very  sympathetic  towards  the  needs  of  wildlife,  and  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  the  nest-trees  of  rare  species  such  as  Honey  Buzzard,  Red 
Kite,  Goshawk  Accipiter  gentilis  and  Hobby  Falco  subbuteo  will  always  receive 
sensitive  attention.  In  a somewhat  different,  yet  analagous,  situation,  how 
gratifying  it  is  to  learn  of  farmers  delaying  the  harvesting  of  fields  in  order 
that  Montagu’s  Harriers  Circus  pygargus  might  safely  fledge  their  young. 

There  are,  alas,  still  cases  of ‘malice  aforethought’ — of  deliberate  intent: 
the  theft  of  six  clutches  of  Red  Kite  eggs,  of  three  Osprey  clutches,  and  of 
an  unknowable  number  of  Goshawk  clutches.  These  are  all  Schedule  I 


*Climate  Monitor , vol.  15,  nos.  1 & 2,  published  by  the  Climatic  Research  Unit  of  the 
University  of  East  Anglia,  Norwich  NR4  7TJ. 
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species,  and,  if  their  nests  were  as  inviolate  as  the  law  intends  them  to  be, 
much  of  the  money  which  has  to  be  spent  try  ing  to  protect  individual 
nests  could  be  used  for  reserve  acquisition.  In  Gulliver's  Travels,  Jonathan 
Swift  drew  attention  to  the  absurdity  of  some  human  behaviour.  Were  he 
alive  today,  he  would  surely  make  some  trenchant  comments  about  the 
fossilised  dinosaurs’  who  carry'  into  the  late  twentieth  century  the 
untutored  collecting  instincts  of  their  Victorian  forebears.  Perhaps  there  is 
a lesson  in  the  fact  that  a pair  of  Roseate  Terns  Sterna  dougallii , so 
threatened  in  their  African  winter  quarters,  were  able  to  breed  successful- 
ly on  territory  controlled  by  the  Ministry  of  Defence,  and  that  various 
pairs  of  Stone-curlews,  Hartford  Warblers  and  other  species  bred  securely 
on  MoD  firing  ranges. 

When  the  Panel  precisely  defined  ‘rare  breeding  birds’  as  being  those 
species  with  breeding  populations  below,  or  sometimes  falling  below,  300 
pairs,  it  became  apparent  that  several  species  hitherto  ignored  would  have 
to  be  added  to  its  list.  Thus  it  comes  about  that  this  report  includes 
information  about  Pochard  Aythya  ferina,  with  a preponderance  of  pairs  in 
the  metropolitan  counties;  Quail  Cotumix  cotumix,  the  generally  late  arrival 
of  which  might  lend  some  credence  to  the  suggestion  (made  in  discussions 
between  the  late  Reg  Moreau  and  the  late  Kenneth  Williamson)  that 
those  breeding  in  Britain  have  already  bred  once  in  Mediterranean 
Europe;  the  ever-dwindling  Corncrake  Crex  crex;  Woodlark  Lullula  arborea , a 
species  which  seems  to  be  finding  the  earliest  stages  of  afforestation  and 
of  post  clear-felling  very  attractive;  and  Black  Redstart  Phoenicians  ochruros, 
the  most  northerly  individuals  of  which  have  now  reached  the  fringes  of 
mountain  Britain,  a habitat  which  differs  little  from  that  of  some  of  their 
Continental  strongholds:  will  the  limestone  crags  and  the  millstone  grit  of 
the  Pennines  soon  be  echoing  to  their  song,  or  will  the  sixty-fifth 
generation  of  city-bred  individuals  no  longer  recognise  their  true  biotope 
and  continue  to  seek  out  power-stations,  gas-works  and  similar  industrial 
buildings?  Time  will  tell. 

The  species  for  which  the  Panel  requires  data  were  listed  in  the  March 
1988  issue  (Brit.  Birds  81:  102-103);  Quail  Cotumix  cotumix  and  Corncrake 
Crex  crex  should  be  added  to  this  list. 

Key  to  geographical  regions  used  in  this  report 

Numbers  refer  to  fig.  1. 

1.  NORTHERN  IRELAND  Antrim,  Armagh,  Down,  Fermanagh,  Londonderry,  Tyrone 

2.  England,  SW  Avon,  Cornwall,  Devon,  Dorset,  Gloucestershire,  Hampshire,  Isle  of 

Wight,  Isles  of  Scilly,  Somerset,  Wiltshire 

3.  England,  SF,  Bedfordshire,  Berkshire,  Buckinghamshire,  Essex,  Greater  London, 

Hertfordshire,  Kent,  Middlesex,  Oxfordshire,  Surrey,  Sussex  (East  and  West) 

4.  England,  E Cambridgeshire,  Huntingdonshire,  Lincolnshire  & South  Humberside, 

Norfolk,  Northamptonshire,  Suffolk 

5.  England,  Central  Derbyshire,  Herefordshire,  Leicestershire  (with  Rutland),  Notting- 

hamshire, Shropshire,  Staffordshire,  Warwickshire  (West  Midlands  in  the  new  county 
structure),  Worcestershire 

6.  England,  N Cheshire,  Cleveland,  Cumbria.  Durham,  Greater  Manchester,  Isle  of  Man, 

Lancashire,  Merseyside,  Northumberland,  North  Humberside,  Tyne  & Wear, 
Yorkshire  (North,  South  and  West) 

7.  Wales  All  present-day  counties  (i.e.  includes  the  former  Monmouth) 
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8.  Scotland  S The  former  counties  of 

Ayrshire,  Berwickshire,  Dumfries- 
shire, Kirkcudbrightshire,  Lanark- 
shire, Lothian  (East,  Mid  and  West), 
Peeblesshire,  Renfrewshire,  Rox- 
burghshire, Selkirkshire,  Wigtown- 
shire 

9.  SCOTLAND,  Mid  Aberdeenshire,  Angus, 

Banffshire,  Clackmannanshire,  Dun- 
bartonshire, Fife,  Kincardineshire, 
Kinross,  Morayshire,  Nairn,  Perth- 
shire, Stirlingshire 

10.  SCOTLAND,  N & W Argyll,  Bute,  Caith- 

ness, Inverness-shire,  Orkney,  Ross  & 
Cromarty,  Shetland,  Sutherland, 
Western  Isles  (Outer  Hebrides) 


Fig.  1 . Geographical  regions  of  the 
United  Kingdom  used  in  this  report. 
Numbers  refer  to  counties  listed  above. 
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Systematic  list 

Great  Northern  Diver  Gavia  i turner 

One  locality:  one  individual. 

Scotland,  N 8c  W One  locality:  adult  9 mated  with  O'  Black-throated  Diver  G.  arctica.  Laid 
twice:  the  first  clutch  was  flooded  out;  the  second,  of  one  egg,  hatched,  but  the  chick 
disappeared. 

This  is  the  second  consecutive  year  that  a hybrid  pair  has  attempted  to 
breed  in  northwest  Scotland. 

Red-necked  Grebe  Podiceps  grisegena 

Five  localities:  one  pair  and  at  least  three  other  individuals. 

England,  E Two  localities:  (1)  one  in  full  breeding  plumage  from  17th  April  to  29th  May;  (2) 
thought  to  be  the  same  individual  as  at  locality  1 from  6th  June  to  20th  August. 

Wales  One  locality:  one  in  full  breeding  plumage  from  14th  April  to  20th  June. 

Scotland,  S Two  localities:  (1)  single  on  4th  May;  (2)  one  from  21st  April  to  9th  July,  pair 
from  13th  May  to  20th  June:  thought  to  have  chosen  nest  site,  but  breeding  abandoned 
because  of  heavy  rain  and  disturbance  by  small  boats. 

1976  1977  1978  1979  1980  1981  1982  1983  1984  1985  1986 

No.  localities  52  0 133221  15 

No.  individuals  52014223145 

No.  pairs  0 0 0 0 10  0 10  1 1 

The  pair  in  Scotland  was  at  the  site  occupied  in  1985,  but  breeding 
success  remains  elusive. 

Slavonian  Grebe  Podiceps  auritus 
43  localities:  68-87  pairs  breeding. 

England,  SW  One  locality:  pair  in  breeding  plumage  in  habitat  suitable  for  breeding  from 
26th  April  to  6th  May,  and  some  display  seen. 
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Scotland,  S One  locality:  one  summered  for  second  consecutive  year,  from  4th  May  to  12th 
October. 

Scotland,  N & W 41  localities. 

INVT.RNF.SS-SHIRF.  38  localities:  (l)-(38)  total  of  63  pairs,  rearing  at  least  37  young. 
ELSEWHERE  Three  localities:  (l)-(3)  total  of  five  pairs,  one  of  which  reared  two  young. 

1976  1977  1978  1979  1980  1981  1982  1983  1984  1985  1986 


No.  localities 

23 

15 

18 

27 

36 

35 

25 

44 

26 

40 

43 

Confirmed  (pairs) 

70 

42 

37 

58 

53 

52 

51 

41 

39 

63 

68 

Possible  (pairs) 

5 

9 

18 

19 

27 

19 

8 

38 

21 

18 

19 

Max.  total  (pairs) 

75 

51 

55 

77 

80 

71 

59 

79 

60 

81 

87 

There  was  again  good  coverage  of  the  breeding  sites  in  1986.  Of  the  68 
established  pairs  in  1986,  53  pairs  are  known  to  have  reared  39  young. 


Black-necked  Grebe  Podiceps  nigricollis 
14  localities:  11-32  pairs  breeding. 

England,  E Six  localities:  (1)  three  adults  displaying  in  ideal  habitat  during  24th  May  to  4th 
June;  (2)-(5)  two  pairs  moving  between  four  sites,  the  extreme  dates  being  4th  May  and  14th 
July,  with  much  display,  juveniles  present  in  August,  but  judged  unlikely  that  they  were  bred 
at  any  of  the  four  sites;  (6)  pair  present  in  breeding  plumage  at  potentially  suitable  site  from 
24th  to  30th  May. 

England,  Central  One  locality:  one  from  5th  to  12th  May,  two,  displaying,  from  8th  to  12th 
May,  not  seen  thereafter. 

England,  N Two  localities:  (1)  birds  present,  but  no  apparent  nesting  attempt;  (2)  nine  or 
ten  pairs  hatched  15-18  young  during  July,  nine  well-grown  young  still  present  on  19th 
August. 

Wales  One  locality:  one  on  12th  July. 

Scotland,  Mid  Four  localities:  ( 1 ) (2)  two  to  five  pairs  reared  unknown  number  of  young;  (3) 
seven  on  31st  March,  with  maximum  of  18  on  11th  May,  and  one,  moulting,  on  14th 
September;  (4)  two,  thought  to  be  pair,  from  7th  to  13th  May. 


1976 

1977 

1978 

1979 

1980 

1981 

1982 

1983 

1984 

1985 

1986 

No.  localities 

2 

7 

6 

6 

9 

7 

12 

19 

15 

15 

14 

Confirmed  (pairs) 

10 

11 

13 

12 

11 

5 

11 

11 

16 

8 

11 

Possible  (pairs) 

1 

5 

2 

2 

10 

7 

10 

21 

12 

13 

21 

Max.  total  (pairs) 

1 1 

16 

15 

14 

21 

12 

21 

32 

28 

21 

32 

There  has  been  at  least  one  recent  case  of  pairs  of  Black-necked  Grebes 
moving  about  between  waters  for  two  or  more  years  before  eventually 
settling  at  one  of  them  and  breeding. 


Black-browed  Albatross  Diomedea  meianophris 

One  locality;  one  summered  with  Gannets  Sida  bassana. 

Scotland,  N & W One  locality. 

SHETLAND  One  locality:  adult  in  gannetry  from  18th  March  to  6th  September. 

Another  year  of  solitary  attendance. 

Bittern  Botaurus  stellaris 

12  localities:  23  or  24  booming  males. 

England,  E 1 1 localities:  (1)  five  booming  in  April;  (2)  up  to  three  in  spring,  including  one 
booming  cf;  (3)  at  least  two  booming  in  April;  (4)  two  booming;  (5)-(  11)  singles  booming  at 
each  locality. 

England,  N One  locality:  six  or  seven  booming. 

1977  1978  1979  1980  1981  1982  1983  1984  1985  1986 

No.  localities  18  17  21  19  16  15  18  18  15  12 

Confirmed  (pairs)  0 2 14  110  5 0 0 

Booming  cfcf  43  47  51  48  47  35  44-45  36  28-29  23-24 
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A further  decline,  with  both  fewer  localities  holding  Bitterns  and  fewer 
males  booming.  As  in  1985,  the  decline  may  have  been  due  to  the  cold 
winter. 


Little  Bittern  Ixobrychus  minutus 
One  locality:  one  calling  male. 

England,  E One  locality. 

HUNTINGDONSHIRE  One  locality:  single  cf  spent  long  periods  calling  from  a reedbed 
throughout  28th  and  29th  June. 

The  first  proved  breeding  this  century  occurred  in  the  north  of  England 
in  1984. 


Whooper  Swan  Cygnus  cygnus 

Four  localities:  two  feral  pairs  and  12  singles. 

Scotland,  Mid  One  locality. 

DUNBARTONSHIRE  One  locality:  two  feral  pairs  built  nests,  but  were  flooded  out  and  did  not 
re-lay. 

Scotland,  N & W Three  localities:  (1)  ten  adults  from  24th  May  to  7th  June,  but  no  evidence 
of  breeding  activity;  (2)  single  adult  on  23rd  June,  but  nothing  to  suggest  breeding;  (3)  single 
on  several  dates  between  16th  June  and  23rd  July. 

The  most  recent  cases  reported  to  the  Panel  of  breeding  by  wild 
Whooper  Swans  were  in  1978  and  1979. 


American  Black  Duck  Anas  rubripes 

One  locality:  female  mated  with  male  Mallard  Anas  platyrhynchos . 

Scotland,  S One  locality. 

EAST  I.OTHIAN  One  locality:  9 seen  between  8th  February  and  27th  April,  but  no  subsequent 
sign  of  any  hybrid  young. 

The  same  individual  was  present  at  this  locality,  paired  to  a male 
Mallard,  in  1985  (but  was  not  seen  in  1987). 


Pintail  Anas  acuta 

12  localities:  6-16  pairs  breeding. 

England,  SE  T wo  localities. 

KENT  Two  localities:  (1)  pair  from  10th  to  12th  May;  (2)  one  on  29th  June,  9 on  30th  June, 
three  on  3rd  July,  and  singles  on  five  dates  in  July. 

England,  E Two  localities. 

CAMBRIDGESHIRE  Two  localities:  (1)  pair  on  30th  April,  and  singles  on  five  dates  in  May;  (2) 
pair,  which  possibly  bred. 

England,  N Two  localities. 

CHESHIRE  One  locality:  two  pairs  in  late  April,  but  no  nest  found,  nor  brood  seen. 

CUMBRIA  One  locality:  pair  from  23rd  March  to  27th  April. 

Wales  One  locality. 

ANGLESEY  One  locality:  pair  present  on  6th  May  at  a regular  wintering  site. 

Scotland,  N 8c  W Five  localities. 

ARGYLL  One  locality:  two  or  three  cfcf  and  a 9 in  suitable  breeding  habitat  between  10th 
and  1 4th  May,  pair  on  6th  June. 

CAITHNESS  One  locality:  three  cfU  and  a 9 on  a loch  on  6th  May. 

ORKNEY  Three  localities:  (1)  at  least  four  pairs  bred,  a 9 and  seven  young  being  seen  on  8th 
June;  (2) (3)  single  pairs  bred. 
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1976  1977  1978  1979  1980  1981  1982  1983  1984  1985  1986 


No.  localities 
Confirmed  (pairs) 
Possible  (pairs) 
Max.  total  (pairs) 

10  15  10  19 

6 10  7 10 

10  16  16  31 

16  26  23  41 

15  16 

9 8 

16  23 

25  31 

18  22 
7 12 

25  15 

32  27 

15 

5 

13 

18 

13  12 

9 6 

8 10 
17  16 

Except  in  Scotland,  few  counties  report  regular  breeding  by  this  species. 

Garganey  Anas  querquedula 

38  localities:  9-51 

pairs  breeding. 

England,  SW  Four  localities:  2-4  pairs  breeding. 

Breeding 

Breeding 

Breeding 

Maximum 

County 

Localities  confirmed 

probable 

possible 

total 

Avon 

1 0 

1 

0 

1 

Cloucestershire 

2 0 

1 

1 

2 

Hampshire 

1 0 

0 

1 

1 

England,  SE  1 hree  localities:  0-3  pairs  breeding. 

Breeding 

Breeding 

Breeding 

Maximum 

County 

Localities  confirmed 

probable 

possible 

total 

Kent 

3 0 

0 

3 

3 

England,  E 24  localities:  7-44  pairs  breeding. 

Breeding 

Breeding 

Breeding 

Maximum 

County 

Localities  confirmed 

probable 

possible 

total 

Cambridgeshire 

3 7 

0 

9 

16 

Lincolnshire/South 

Humberside 

1 0 

0 

1 

1 

Norfolk 

15  0 

0 

15 

15 

Northamptonshire 

3 0 

0 

3 

3 

Suffolk 

2 0 

0 

2 

2 

England,  Central  Three  localities:  0-3  pairs  breec 

ling. 

Breeding 

Breeding 

Breeding 

Maximum 

County 

Localities  confirmed 

probable 

possible 

total 

Staffordshire 

3 0 

0 

3 

3 

England,  N One  locality:  one  pair  breeding. 

Breeding 

Breeding 

Breeding 

Maximum 

County 

Localities  confirmed 

probable 

possible 

total 

North  Humberside 

1 1 

0 

0 

1 

Wales  One  locality:  0-1  pair  breeding. 

Breeding 

Breeding 

Breeding 

Maximum 

County 

Localities  confirmed 

probable 

possible 

total 

Gwent 

1 0 

0 

1 

1 

Scotland  Two  localities:  1-2  pairs  breeding. 

Breeding 

Breeding 

Breeding 

Maximum 

County 

Localities  confirmed 

probable 

possible 

total 

East  Lothian 

1 0 

0 

1 

1 

Dunbarton 

1 1 

0 

0 

1 

The  Dunbarton  pair 

was  flooded  out  at  an  early 

■ stage. 

1980 

1981  1982 

1983  1984 

1985  1986 

No.  localities 

34 

48  66 

58  46 

29  38 

Confirmed  (pairs) 

4 

8 10 

15  4 

4 9 

Possible  (pairs) 

50 

50  84 

51  53 

33  42 

Max.  total  (pairs) 

54 

58  94 

66  57 

37  51 
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As  in  1985,  the  region  ‘England,  E’  has  provided  the  greatest  number  of 
records. 


Pochard  Aythya  ferina 

54  localities:  98-139  pairs  breeding. 

England,  SW  F our  localities:  7-9  pairs  breeding. 


Breeding 

Breeding 

Breeding 

Maximum 

County 

Localities 

confirmed 

probable 

possible 

total 

Wiltshire 

4 

7 

1 

1 

9 

England,  SE  26  localities:  65-82  pairs  breeding,  40  young  re 

ported. 

Breeding 

Breeding 

Breeding 

Maximum 

County 

Localities 

confirmed 

probable 

possible 

total 

Buckinghamshire 

2 

3 

0 

0 

3 

Essex 

4 

12 

0 

2 

14 

Hertfordshire 

5 

6 

0 

0 

6 

Kent 

5 

7 

10 

0 

17 

Middlesex 

7 

35 

4 

0 

39 

Surrey 

3 

2 

0 

1 

3 

England,  E Nine  localities:  16-25  pairs  breeding,  51  young  reported. 

Breeding 

Breeding 

Breeding 

Maximum 

County 

Localities 

confirmed 

probable 

possible 

total 

Lincolnshire/South 

Humberside 

3 

7 

7 

0 

14 

Suffolk 

6 

9 

0 

2 

11 

England,  Central  Seven  localities:  3-7  pairs  breeding,  seven 

young  reported. 

Breeding 

Breeding 

Breeding 

Maximum 

County 

Localities 

confirmed 

probable 

possible 

total 

Leicestershire 

2 

2 

0 

0 

2 

Shropshire 

1 

1 

0 

0 

1 

Staffordshire 

4 

0 

0 

4 

4 

England,  N Seven  localities:  7-10  pairs  breeding,  23  young  reported. 

Breeding 

Breeding 

Breeding 

Maximum 

County 

Localities 

confirmed 

probable 

possible 

total 

Cleveland 

1 

1 

0 

0 

1 

Cumbria 

3 

0 

0 

3 

3 

Greater  Manchester 

2 

2 

0 

0 

2 

Lancashire 

1 

4 

0 

0 

4 

Wales  One  locality:  0-6  pairs  breeding. 

Breeding 

Breeding 

Breeding 

Maximum 

County 

Localities 

confirmed 

probable 

possible 

total 

Carmarthen 

1 

0 

6 

0 

6 

This  is  the  first  year  in  which  the  Pochard  has  featured  in  the  Panel’s 
report.  The  distribution  is  similar  to  that  for  the  years  1968-72  mapped  in 
The  Atlas  of  Breeding  Birds  in  Britain  and  Ireland  (1976),  but  the  summary  tables 
provide  new  information  on  the  size  of  the  breeding  population. 

Scaup  Aythya  mania 
Two  localities:  two  males. 

Scotland,  Mid  One  locality. 

PERTHSHIRE  One  locality:  cf  on  11th,  21st  and  27th  May,  and  4th  June. 
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Scotland,  N & W One  locality. 

si  THERLAND  One  locality:  cf  on  23rd  June  (not  seen  during  visits  on  28th  May  and  12th 
June). 

I hese  are  the  first  reports  of  summering  Scaups  submitted  to  the  Panel 
since  1981. 

Common  Scoter  Melanitta  nigra 
35  localities:  8-100  pairs  breeding. 

Northern  Ireland  One  locality. 

CO.  FERMANAGH  One  locality:  probably  17  pairs  breeding,  but  potentially  21  pairs. 
England,  N Two  localities:  (1)  Cf  on  21st  May,  9 on  13th  July,  cf  on  27th  July,  five  cfcf  and 
one  9 on  7th  August;  (2)  six  on  23rd  June. 

Scotland,  S One  locality:  pair  watched  4th-8th  May,  only  cf  present  on  10th  June;  in  July,  9 
with  single  chick,  which  disappeared  when  about  half  grown. 

Scotland,  Mid  Two  localities. 

DUNBARTONSHIRF./STIRI.INGSHIRF.  One  locality:  minimum  of  two  pairs  plus  single  cf. 
PERTHSHIRE  One  locality:  four  pairs  on  5th  May,  14th  May  and  8th  June,  five  99  on  27th 
June,  two  99  on  10th  July. 

Scotland,  N 8c  W 29  localities. 

ARGYLL  One  locality:  eight  cfcf,  seven  99  and  three  not  sexed  present  on  23rd  June;  two 
nests  located  in  July. 

INVERNESS-SHIRE  Nine  localities:  (1)  four  Cfcf  and  nine  99  0,1  13thjune,  1 1 99  on  5thjuly, 
(2)  two  pairs  on  5th  May;  (3)  pair,  9 off  nest  on  1 1 th  July;  (4)  9 off  nest  on  1 1th  July;  (5)-(8) 
pairs  in  May;  (9)  9 on  30th  July. 

ROSS  & CROMARTY  Two  localities:  (1)  cf  on  1st  May,  pair  on  6th  May,  cf  and  two  99  on  21st 
May,  four  pairs  on  10th  June;  (2)  two  pairs  on  6th  May,  9 on  10th  June. 

SUTHERLAND  AND  CAITHNESS  1 7 localities:  ( 1 ) five  pairs,  9 with  three  young;  (2)  four  pairs;  (3) 
three  pairs;  (4)  two  pairs  plus  single  cf;  (5)(6)  two  pairs  at  each;  (7)  9 with  three  young;  (8) 
9 with  seven  eggs;  (9)  pair  plus  single  9;  (10)-(15)  single  pairs  at  each;  (17)  lone  9- 


1976 

1977 

1978 

1979 

1980 

1981 

1982 

1983 

1984 

1985 

1986 

No.  localities 

14 

13 

9 

17 

10 

6 

17 

6 

9 

21 

35 

Confirmed  (pairs) 

22 

24 

16 

98 

7 

5 

14 

10 

17 

2 

8 

Possible  (pairs) 

137 

132 

125 

30 

106 

77 

98 

75 

52 

56 

92 

Max.  total  (pairs) 

159 

156 

141 

128 

113 

82 

112 

85 

69 

58 

100 

The  considerable  increases  between  1985  and  1986  reflect  increased 
fieldwork  in  Scotland.  Especially  in  Co.  Fermanagh,  the  trend  has  been 
steadily  downwards;  Dr  Karl  Partridge  of  the  RSPB  has  provided  annual 
figures  for  that  population  showing  a decrease  from  an  estimated  95  pairs 
in  1973 — the  year  in  which  the  Panel  started  assembling  data — to  17  in 
1986.  Including  pairs  in  the  Republic  of  Ireland,  Dr  Partridge  estimates 
the  total  Irish  population  at  probably  about  100  pairs.  The  summer  birds 
in  northern  England  are  perhaps  not  significant,  but  note  the  breeding 
attempt  in  southern  Scotland. 

Goldeneye  Encephala  clangula 
1 1 localities:  77-86  pairs  breeding. 

England,  Central  One  locality. 

LEICESTERSHIRE  One  locality:  9 on  16th  and 
1 7th  July. 

England,  N Three  localities. 

CUMBRIA  Three  localities:  (1)  four  in  June  and 
July;  (2)  9 summered;  (3)  9 in  June  and  July. 

Wales  One  locality. 
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ANGLESEY  One  locality:  ($  on  16th  May,  pair  on  8th  June,  and  pair  nearby  on  27th  June. 
Scotland,  Mid  Four  localities. 

Perthshire  Four  localities:  (1)  two  on  1st  June;  (2)  pair  on  7th  May;  (3)(4)  singles  in  May. 
Scotland,  N & W Of  77  clutches  laid,  52  were  incubated  and  the  resulting  46  broods  totalled 
at  least  390  young.  The  average  brood  size  was  8.48.  -♦ 

1976  1977  1978  1979  1980  1981  1982  1983  1984  1985  1986 

Confirmed  (pairs)  5 6 12  22  26  29  27  47  53  67  77 

Young  hatched  46  11  40  110  165  286  220  209  311  336  390 

The  species  continued  to  thrive  in  its  Highland  Region  heartland  and 
there  are  the  first  signs  of  an  extension  of  the  Scottish  breeding  range, 
encouraged  by  the  provision  of  nestboxes.  There  is  also  a possible  slight 
increase  in  the  numbers  summering  south  of  the  breeding  range,  although 
those  in  May  could  well  be  late-departing  winter  visitors. 

Smew  Mergus  albellus 
One  locality:  one  individual. 

Scotland,  N One  locality:  adult  cf  from  early  May  until  at  least  7th  September,  at  loch  also 
frequented  in  1985;  assumed  to  be  the  same  individual. 

One  year,  perhaps  . . . 

Honey  Buzzard  Pemis  apivorus 
Six  localities:  1-6  pairs  breeding. 

England,  SW  & SE  F ive  localities:  (1)  pair  nested,  but  young  died  in  nest;  (2)  one  on  several 
dates  between  26th  April  and  29thjune  in  possible  breeding  habitat;  (3)  pair  on  several  dates 
between  July  and  August,  but  the  tree  in  which  Honey  Buzzards  have  apparently  nested  in 
recent  years  was  felled  during  routine  forestry  operations;  (4)  one,  sometimes  two,  seen 
during  the  breeding  season,  but  not  often,  and  no  proof  of  breeding;  (5)  one,  perched  in 
centre  of  a wood,  on  12th  June:  known  that  it  did  not  nest  in  that  particular  wood,  but  other 
suitable  woods  within  5-10  km. 

England,  E One  locality:  one  in  brief  soaring  display  on  23rd  May. 

1976  1977  1978  1979  1980  1981  1982  1983  1984  1985  1986 

Confirmed  (pairs)  0 2 12  3 2 2 1 1 1 1 

Max.  total  (pairs)  78845933  1 46 

The  Panel  is  aware  that  there  are  gaps  in  the  information  on  this 
species,  and  we  hope  that  coverage  will  improve  in  the  future. 

Red  Kite  Milvus  milvus 

57  pairs,  of  which  23  pairs  reared  29  young. 

England,  SW  One  broad  area:  ‘seen  fairly  frequently’  from  mid  March  and  a local  belief  that 
breeding  might  have  occurred,  but  no  significant  evidence. 

Wales  57  localities:  (l)-(57)  at  least  39  pairs  laid  eggs  and  a further  18  pairs  were  known,  of 
which  13  built  nests,  but  apparently  did  not  lay.  Possibly  a few  of  these  had  laid  eggs  and 
failed  quickly,  but  in  most  cases  the  nests  were  incomplete.  In  addition,  at  least  24  unmated 
birds  were  identified  in  April,  giving  a total  population  of  138  or  more.  Twenty-three 
successful  pairs  reared  29  young  between  them,  six  broods  of  2 and  17  of  1,  the  best  breeding 
result  for  at  least  a century.  This  was  despite  the  robbery  of  at  least  six  clutches  of  eggs  by 
egg-collectors  and  attempts  to  rob  other  nests.  The  number  of  breeding  pairs  fell  slightly 
compared  with  1985,  probably  owing  to  abnormally  high  mortality  over  the  winter  period.  No 
fewer  than  six  Red  Kites  were  found  dead  between  January  and  March,  including  one  ringed 
as  a nestling  in  1969,  the  oldest  recorded  Welsh  Kite  to  date.  Two  of  these  had  been 
poisoned  (by  baits  laced  with  Fenthion)  but  the  other  four  were  probably  hard-weather 
casualties.  The  total  population  at  the  end  of  the  breeding  season  stood  at  167  or  more. 

The  Panel  is  grateful  to  Peter  Davis  and  the  Kite  Committee  for  providing  this  most 
informative  report. 
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1976 

1977 

1978 

1979 

1980 

1981 

1982 

1983 

1984 

1985 

1986 

Total  pairs 

36 

34 

39 

42 

42 

46 

47 

46 

46 

54 

57 

Breeding  pairs 

29 

28 

32 

30 

29 

32 

38 

33 

33 

43 

39 

Successful  pairs 

15 

12 

13 

14 

21 

18 

19 

20 

13 

19 

23 

Young  reared 

18 

17 

22 

18 

27 

21 

23 

24 

21 

25 

29 

It  is  very  satisfying  to  compare  the  present  position  with  that  of  only  ten 
years  ago. 


White-tailed  Eagle  Haliaeetus  albicilla 
Re-introduction:  five  pairs  nested. 

Scotland  hive  pairs  nested,  an  increase  of  one  on  the  total  for  1985,  and  one  pair  reared  two 
young,  but  the  other  four  pairs  failed. 

All  records  of  White-tailed  Eagles  in  Scotland  should  be  sent  to  Roy 
Dennis,  RSPB  Highland  Office,  Munlochy,  Ross  & Cromarty  IV3  3N1),  or 
to  the  Panel’s  Secretary  (see  address  at  the  end  of  this  report). 


Marsh  Harrier  Circus  aeruginosus 
24  localities:  82  young  reared  from  34  nests. 

England,  E 24  localities:  (l)-(24)  33  99  paired  to  26  cfO"  (of  the  latter,  five  were  bigynous 
and  one  trigynous).  There  were  27  successful  nests,  which  produced  a mean  of  three  fledged 
young,  or  2.4  young  per  nest  started.  Two  other  pairs  may  have  nested,  one  of  which  may 
have  reared  young.  Fledged  brood  sizes  were  two  of  1,  nine  of  2,  five  of  3,  eight  of  4 and  three 
of  5.  Nests  failed  owing  to  probable  flooding  (1),  predation  (1)  and  desertion  by  the  C?  (1)  or  9 
(1).  One  pair  failed  when  the  O’  and  three  young  died,  probably  after  ingesting  poison.  A 9 
failed  probably  because  the  eggs  were  infertile,  and  another  pair  failed  for  unknown  reasons 
but  re-nested  and  reared  two  young.  Four  nests  were  in  cereals  and  the  remainder  in  reeds.  A 
minimum  of  20  9 9 and  13  CfO”  summered,  but  did  not  breed.  Once  again  this  was  a slight 
increase  on  the  previous  record  number  of  nests  in  any  one  season  this  century,  and  might 
have  been  higher  but  for  the  poor  spring  weather.  Productivity  was  about  the  average  for  the 
previous  ten  years.  Since  1972,  the  failure  rate  of  the  known  291  Marsh  Harrier  nests  has 
been  16.8%. 


The  Panel  is  grateful  to  John  Day  for  providing  this  summary. 


1976 

1977 

1978 

1979 

1980 

1981 

1982 

1983 

1984 

1985 

1986 

Breeding  O’O" 

11 

13 

14 

11 

16 

17 

19 

21 

27 

28 

26 

Breeding  99 

11 

15 

14 

16 

20 

20 

24 

28 

32 

31 

33 

Fledged  young 
Mean  fledged  young 

27 

44 

36 

38 

44 

48 

59 

71 

66 

86 

82 

per  nest 

2.4 

2.9 

2.6 

2.4 

2.2 

2.0 

2.5 

2.5 

2.4 

3.0 

2.4 

This  species  is  occurring  with  increasing  frequency,  and  the  Panel  is 
anxious  to  receive  all  breeding-season  records. 


Montagu’s  Harrier  Circus  pygargus 
Six  localities:  7 pairs  breeding. 

England  Six  localities:  (l)-(6)  seven  pairs  reared  13  young  from  eight  nests,  fledging  two 
broods  of  1,  three  broods  of  2,  and  one  of  5.  One  9 abandoned  a single  egg  after  prolonged 
heavy  rain,  but  subsequently  paired  with  a different  cf  and  re-nested:  this  second  nest  also 
failed,  when  the  young  were  taken  by  a predator,  probably  a fox  Vulpes  vulpes.  All  the  nests 
were  in  cereal  crops.  The  number  of  breeding  pairs  was  the  highest  since  1972,  in  which  year 
14  young  fledged  from  eight  nests.  Productivity  was,  however,  disappointing,  with  the  mean 
brood  size,  at  1.6,  well  below  the  average  of  2.2  recorded  for  this  species  in  Britain. 

The  Panel  is  grateful  to  John  Day  for  compiling  this  summary.  As  with  the  Marsh  Harrier, 
the  Panel  is  anxious  to  receive  all  breeding-season  records. 
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1976 

1977 

1978 

1979 

1980 

1981 

1982 

1983 

1984 

1985 

1986 

No.  localities 

4 

2 

7 

4 

8 

8 

7 

8 

2 

8 

6 

Confirmed  (pairs) 

3 

1 

2 

2 

2 

2 

3 

6 

1 

3 

7 

Possible  (pairs) 

2 

1 

5 

2 

6 

7 

5 

4 

1 

5 

3 

Max.  total  (pairs) 

5 

2 

7 

4 

8 

9* 

8 

10 

2 

8 

10 

Fledged  young 

6 

0 

3 

7 

4 

4 

4 

9 

3 

7 

13 

The  readiness  of  this  species  to  nest  in  cereals,  and  the  co-operation  of 
the  farmers  concerned  in  modifying  their  farming  practices,  together  hold 
out  the  promise  of  a better  future  for  it  in  Britain. 


Goshawk  Accipiter  gentilis 

112  localities:  53-112  pairs  breeding. 

England  8c  Wales  92  localities  involving  25  counties:  (l)-(92)  48  pairs  known  to  have, 
attempted  breeding,  rearing  at  least  46  young;  also  15  pairs  ‘probably’  breeding  and  29  pairs 
‘possibly’  breeding,  giving  a maximum  total  of  92  pairs. 

Scotland  20  localities,  involving  five  regions:  (l)-(20)  five  pairs  known  to  have  attempted 
breeding,  rearing  at  least  1 1 young;  also  seven  ‘probable’  and  eight  ‘possible’  pairs,  giving  a 
maximum  total  of  20  pairs. 


1976 

1977 

1978 

1979 

1980 

1981 

1982 

1983 

1984 

1985 

1986 

Counties* 

10 

15 

18 

21 

21 

27 

16 

17 

21 

17 

30 

Confirmed  (pairs) 

12 

15 

14 

23 

17 

15 

23 

30 

35 

32 

53 

Possible  (pairs) 

16 

22 

26 

21 

32 

37 

18 

25 

41 

33 

59 

Max.  total  (pairs) 

28 

37 

40 

44 

49 

52 

41 

55 

76 

65 

112 

*In  Scotland,  from  1985,  regions,  not  counties. 

The  summary  table  shows  that,  with  few  interruptions,  the  trend  is  still 
upwards,  despite  continued  severe  persecution  in  certain  counties.  The 
increase  is  widespread,  and  the  Goshawk  is  now  breeding  in  several 
counties  which,  until  recently,  might  have  been  judged  unsuitable  for  it. 


Osprey  Pandion  haliaetus 

42  eyries:  24  pairs  reared  48  young. 

Scotland  42  pairs  occupied  eyries  and  clutches  of  eggs  were  laid  in  34  nests,  in  one  case  two 
9$  laying  in  the  same  nest.  Twenty-four  of  the  nests  were  successful,  a total  of  48  young 
fledging.  The  mean  brood  size  was  2.0,  and  the  productivity  per  occupied  nest  was  1 .4,  the 
lowest  figure  since  1978.  A wet  and  windy  breeding  season  contributed  to  the  poor  success, 
and  three  pairs  were  robbed  by  egg-thieves.  (All  breeding  data  compiled  by  Roy  Dennis  on 
behalf  of  the  RSPB.) 


1976 

1977 

1978 

1979 

1980 

1981 

1982 

1983 

1984 

1985 

1986 

Pairs 

14 

20 

22 

25 

25 

25 

30 

30 

31 

34 

42 

Successful  pairs 

10 

7 

1 1 

16 

19 

20 

21 

20 

21 

22 

24 

Young  reared 

20 

13 

19 

30 

41 

42 

45 

45 

47 

53 

48 

The  upward  trend  continues. 


Hobby  Falco  subbuteo 

32  counties:  91-291  pairs  breeding. 

England,  SW  34-122  pairs  breeding,  54  young  known. 
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County 

Breeding 

confirmed 

Breeding 

probable 

Breeding 

possible 

Maximum 

total 

Avon 

0 

4 

3 

7 

Cornwall 

0 

0 

2 

2 

Devon 

4 

0 

0 

4 

Dorset 

13 

5 

0 

18 

Gloucestershire 

2 

0 

0 

2 

Hampshire 

10 

0 

c.  30 

c.  40 

Somerset 

2 

4 

17 

23 

Wiltshire 

3 

8 

15 

26 

England,  SE  35-106  pairs  breeding,  43  young  known. 

Breeding  Breeding 

County  confirmed  probable 

Breeding 

possible 

Maximum 

total 

Bedfordshire 

4 

3 

2 

9 

Berkshire 

0 

0 

4 

4 

Buckinghamshire 

1 1 

7 

0 

18 

Essex 

2 

3 

0 

5 

Hertfordshire 

3 

6 

28 

37 

Kent 

0 

2 

2 

4 

Surrey 

11 

2 

4 

17 

Middlesex 

1 

0 

0 

1 

Sussex 

3 

6 

2 

1 1 

England,  E 10-38  pairs 
County 

breeding,  nine  young  known. 
Breeding  Breeding 

confirmed  probable 

Breeding 

possible 

Maximum 

total 

Cambridgeshire 

3 

0 

3 

6 

Huntingdonshire 

1 

2 

1 

4 

Lincolnshire/South 

Humberside 

0 

0 

2 

2 

Norfolk 

3 

0 

0 

3 

Northamptonshire 

3 

11 

3 

17 

Suffolk 

0 

1 

5 

6 

England,  Central  10-21 
County 

pairs  breeding,  17  young  known. 
Breeding  Breeding 

confirmed  probable 

Breeding 

possible 

Maximum 

total 

Derbyshire 

1 

0 

1 

2 

Herefordshire 

0 

0 

3 

3 

Leicestershire 

3 

1 

1 

5 

Shropshire 

2 

0 

0 

2 

Staffordshire 

0 

0 

3 

3 

Warwickshire 

1 

0 

1 

2 

Worcestershire 

3 

1 

0 

4 

England,  N One  pair  breeding,  at  least  one  young  reared. 

YORKSHIRE  One  pair  bred. 

Wales  1-3  pairs  breeding,  two  young  known. 

GWENT  One  pair  bred,  rearing  two  young,  and  there  were  two  additional  ‘possible’  pairs. 

1976  1977  1978 

1979  1980 

1981 

1982  1983 

1984  1985  1986 

Confirmed  (pairs) 

59  51  70 

80  64 

51 

97  80 

93  76  91 

Possible  (pairs) 

84  68  86 

52  91 

109 

105  182 

116  143  200 

Max.  total  (pairs) 

143  119  156 

132  155 

160 

202  262 

209  219  291 

Young  reared 
(minimum) 

69  78  96 

72  86 

89 

63  104 

91  82  126 

These  are  the  highest  figures  since  the  Panel  started  collecting  data  in 
1973.  Some  of  the  increase  is  due  to  additional  sources  of  information 
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which  have  become  available,  and 
some  to  increased  fieldwork  by 
groups  of  enthusiasts.  The  data 
presented,  are  nevertheless  known 
still  to  be  incomplete,  and  there  are 
grounds  for  believing  that  the 
population  of  this  splendid  little 
falcon  is  increasing. 

It  is  interesting  to  look  at  the 
fluctuating  regional  distribution  of 
the  species,  taking  the  maximum 
figures  and  expressing  each  region- 
al population  as  a percentage  of  the 
whole. 


England 

SW 

England 

SE 

England 

E 

England 

Central 

England 

N 

Wales 

1984 

36.4 

44.0 

12.5 

5.3 

0 

1.9 

1985 

40.6 

38.8 

14.6 

3.6 

0 

2.3 

1986 

41.9 

36.4 

13.0 

7.2 

0.3 

1.0 

The  consistently  low  proportion  from  eastern  England  may  be  a reflection 
of  the  intensive  agriculture  there,  although  the  species  is  breeding 
successfully  in  areas  of  mixed  farmland  far  removed  from  the  more 
characteristic  lowland-heath  habitat. 


Quail  Cotumix  cotumix 
75  localities:  1-99  pairs  breeding. 
England,  SW  31  localities:  0-43  pairs  breeding. 


Breeding 

Breeding 

Breeding 

Maximum 

County 

Eocalities 

confirmed 

probable 

possible 

total 

Devon 

4 

0 

0 

4 

4 

Dorset 

9 

0 

0 

9 

9 

Wiltshire 

18 

0 

15 

15 

30 

England,  SE  19  localities:  0-25  pairs  breeding. 

Breeding 

Breeding 

Breeding 

Maximum 

County 

Localities 

confirmed 

probable 

possible 

total 

Berkshire 

1 

0 

0 

1 

1 

Buckinghamshire 

7 

0 

4 

4 

8 

Essex 

2 

0 

0 

2 

2 

Kent 

3 

0 

0 

3 

3 

Sussex 

6 

0 

0 

11 

11 

England,  E 10  localities:  0-13  pairs 

breeding. 

Breeding 

Breeding 

Breeding 

Maximum 

County 

Localities 

confirmed 

probable 

possible 

total 

Cambridgeshire 

2 

0 

0 

2 

2 

Huntingdonshire 

Eincolnshire/South 

3 

0 

0 

6 

6 

Humberside 

5 

0 

0 

5 

5 
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England,  Central  12  localities:  1-12  pairs  breeding. 

Breeding  Breeding  Breeding  Maximum 

County  Localities  confirmed  probable  possible  total 

Leicestershire  5 0 0 5 5 

Staffordshire  2 0 112 

Shropshire  5 113  5 

England,  N Two  localities:  0-5  pairs  breeding. 

Breeding  Breeding  Breeding  Maximum 

County  Localities  confirmed  probable  possible  total 

Cleveland  2 0 14  5 

Scotland,  N 8c  W One  locality:  one  individual. 

OUTER  HEBRIDES  One  singing. 


Corncrake  Crex  crex 
Two  localities:  two  singing. 

England,  Central 

STAFFORDSHIRE  One  locality:  one  singing  at 
dusk  on  25th  March,  a very  early  date. 

Scotland,  N 8c  W 

CAITHNESS  One  locality:  one  singing:  ‘This  is 
the  least  number  ever  recorded  for  the 
county.’ 

The  Corncrake  is  a 1986  addition 
to  the  Panel’s  list,  and  it  is  likely 
that  some  recorders  have  omitted 
to  send  records  on  this  first  occa- 
sion. No  attempt  is  being  made  to 
collect  data  from  the  Hebrides  or 
Northern  Ireland,  but  records  from 
anywhere  else  in  Britain  are  re- 
quested. 


This  is  the  first  time  that  the 
Quail  has  featured  in  the  Panel’s 
reports,  and  possibly  the  first  time 
in  many  years  that  Quail  data  have 
been  brought  together  nationally. 
A feature  common  to  many  of  the 
reports  is  the  apparent  late  arrival, 
with  much  singing  in  June  and  the 
first  half  of  July. 
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Spotted  Crake  Porzana  porzana 
Three  localities:  0-4  pairs  breeding. 

England,  E Two  localities:  (1)  heard  singing  on  18th  and  19th  May  and  17th  and  18thjune; 
(2)  one  singing  from  22nd  April  to  4th  May,  and  probably  a different  individual  from  29th 
May  to  19th  June. 

England,  Central  One  locality:  single  singing  on  numerous  occasions  between  29th  June 
and  9th  August,  and  seen  once. 

1976  1977  1978  1979  1980  1981  1982  1983  1984  1985  1986 

Counties  13621313323 

No.  localities  24643426423 

Singing  cfcf  2768493  12  10  34 

The  somewhat  erratic  breeding-season  occurrences  of  the  species  may 
be  determined,  at  least  in  part,  by  the  suitability  of  weather  conditions  for 
‘overshooting’  on  spring  migration. 


Avocet  Recunnrostra  avosetta 

15  localities:  255-292  pairs  reared  at  least  227  young. 

England,  SE  8c  E 15  localities.  The  year  was  characterised  by  poor  breeding  success  at  the 
key  Suffolk  sites  of  Havergate,  where  100  pairs  fledged  only  23  young,  and  Minsmere,  where 
40  pairs  reared  30  young. 


1976 

1977 

1978 

1979 

1980 

1981 

1982 

1983 

1984 

1985 

1986 

No.  localities 

5 

6 

3 

3 

5 

5 

9 

9 

11 

14 

15 

Confirmed  (pairs) 

151 

146 

145 

147 

168 

201 

190 

238 

237 

269 

255 

Young  reared  (minima) 

68 

14 

92 

99 

101 

155 

150 

192 

118 

245 

227 

A second  consecutive  year  with  over  200  young  reared  and,  if  present 
trends  continue,  the  population  will  soon  exceed  300  pairs. 


Stone-curlew  Burhinus  oedicnemus 

Eight  counties:  117-118  pairs,  of  which  103  are  known  to  have  laid  eggs. 
England,  SW  30  pairs,  of  which  1 1 are  known  to  have  laid  eggs  and  four  to  have  hatched 
young.  Half  the  nests  were  on  arable  land  and  the  remainder  on  downland. 

England,  SE  Six,  or  possibly  seven,  pairs,  four  of  which  are  known  to  have  laid  eggs.  Four  of 
the  nests  were  on  arable  land,  one  on  downland,  and  one  unspecified. 

England,  E 81  pairs,  most  of  which  are  known  to  have  laid  eggs.  About  half  of  the  total 
number  of  nests  were  on  arable  land  and  half  on  heathland. 
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1976 

1977 

1978 

1979 

1980 

1981 

1982 

1983 

1984 

1985 

1986 

Confirmed  (pairs) 

16 

4 

20 

34 

8 

10 

8 

20 

19 

68 

103 

Possible  (pairs) 

93 

23 

14 

47 

37 

43 

59 

76 

52 

47 

15 

Max.  total  (pairs) 

109 

27 

34 

81 

45 

53 

67 

96 

71 

115 

118 

The  information 

for 

1986 

is  based  largely,  but  not  exclusively, 

on  a 

major  survey  by  the  stafT  of  the  RSPB,  and  the  Panel  is  most  grateful  for 
the  co-operation  afforded  by  the  survey  leader,  Dr  R.  E.  Green.  In 
connection  with  this  survey,  it  would  be  a great  help  if  observers  who  have 
submitted  Stone-curlew  records  to  the  Panel  in  the  last  ten  years  (whether 
directly  or  through  their  recorders)  could  check  their  areas  again  and 
submit  negative  records  if  the  species  is  now  absent. 

As  the  RSPB  survey  did  not  begin  until  1985,  it  would  be  unwise  to 
compare  the  totals  in  the  table  for  the  earlier  years  with  those  for  1985  and 
1986. 


Dotterel  Charadrius  morinellus 
Estimate  of  at  least  600  pairs  breeding. 

England  tour  localities:  (1 ) two  pairs  bred;  (2)-(4)  single  pairs,  but  no  evidence  of  breeding. 
Scotland  A paper  by  Dr  Adam  Watson  and  Robert  Rae  (Scot.  Birds  14:  191-198)  reported  on 
fieldwork  covering  15  years,  and  estimated  the  breeding  population  in  Scotland  as  at  least 
600  pairs. 

In  view  of  this  report,  the  data  submitted  to  the  Panel  are  too 
fragmentary  to  merit  separate  publication.  At  the  same  time,  since  the 
estimate  is  described  by  the  authors  as  ‘rough’,  the  Panel  thinks  it 
important  to  continue  collecting  as  much  precise  information  as  possible. 
To  ensure  that  the  net  is  cast  widely  enough,  it  may  be  added  that,  in 
Scotland,  Watson  & Rae  found  Dotterels  summering,  and  sometimes 
breeding,  on  partly  bare  grouse  moorland  as  low  as  450  m. 


Temminck’s  Stint  Calidris  temminckii 
Two  localities;  1-3  pairs  breeding. 

Scotland,  N & W Two  localities:  (1)  four  adults  on  15th  June,  two  of  them  song-flighting,  at 
least  one  nest  successful,  with  two  young  seen  on  1 6th- 1 7th  July;  (2)  one  adult,  seen  once  on 
17th  June,  but  at  a regular  site. 

1976  1977  1978  1979  1980  1981  1982  1983  1984  1985  1986 

Localities  23345131  122 

Confirmed  (pairs)  10  12  10  10  0 0 1 

Possible  (pairs)  35545122122 

Max.  total  (pairs)  45666132123 

The  report  of  a parent  with  two  small  chicks,  no  locality  given,  has  been 
omitted  on  the  grounds  that  it  could  refer  to  locality  1,  above. 


Purple  Sandpiper  Calidris  maritima 
One  locality:  1-2  pairs  breeding. 

Scotland,  N & W One  locality:  at  least  one,  and  probably  two  pairs,  clutch  of  four  eggs 
located,  and  adult  with  small  young  seen  on  1 1th  July. 
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1976 

1977 

1978 

1979 

1980 

1981 

1982 

1983 

1984 

1985 

1986 

No.  localities 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

Confirmed  (pairs) 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

I 

1 

Possible  (pairs) 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

- 0 

1 

1 

2 

1 

Max.  total  (pairs) 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

3 

2 

A third  consecutive  year  of  successful  breeding,  but  a tiny  population 
such  as  this  must  remain  very  vulnerable. 


Ruff  Philomachus  pugnax 

Seven  localities:  at  least  one  pair  bred. 

England,  SE  Two  localities:  (1)  one  on  25th  May,  14  on  22nd  June;  (2)  eight  on  29th/30th 
June. 

England,  E Three  localities:  (1)  18  cfc f displaying  in  May  and  22  cfcf  in  June,  but  water 
levels  too  high  for  nesting;  (2)  50  cfcf  and  3 9$  observed  at  lek,  one  9 with  well-grown 
young  on  17th  July;  (3)  at  least  seven  cf  Cf  and  three  99  'n  suitable  breeding  habitat  in  June. 
England,  N Two  localities:  2-4  0" cf  lekking  to  3-4  9 9 ar,d  possibly  moving  between  the  two 
sites. 


1976 

1977 

1978 

1979 

1980 

1981 

1982 

1983 

1984 

1985 

1986 

No.  localities 

6 

6 

4 

12 

10 

10 

13 

8 

6 

6 

7 

Nests 

4 

0 

0 

3 

3 

0 

1 

2 

0 

0 

1 

Max.  no.  99 

possibly  nesting 

17 

16 

4 

22 

13 

13 

23 

32 

6 

9 

Some  of  the  dates  are  atypically  late  for  passage  migrants. 


Black-tailed  Godwit  Limosa  limosa 
19  localities:  23-47  pairs  breeding. 

England,  SW  One  locality. 

somerset  One  locality:  three  present  to  1st  June,  but  no  evidence  of  breeding  attempt. 
England,  SE  I wo  localities:  (1)  two  pairs  bred  and  one  additional  cf  displaying,  two  broods, 
but  only  one  young  reared;  (2)  nine  on  6th  May. 

England,  E 13  localities:  20-34  pairs  breeding. 

CAMBRIDGESHIRE  Six  localities:  (1)  five  pairs,  all  with  clutches  of  4;  (2)  four  pairs  all  with 
clutches  of  4;  (3)  one  pair,  clutch  size  not  known;  (4)  one  pair  with  repeat  clutch  of  4;  (5)  one 
pair,  with  unsuccessful  clutch  of  4 eggs,  which  re-nested  on  adjacent  arable;  (6)  at  least  two 
pairs  which  nested  in  arable  and  led  their  chicks  to  wetland. 

NORFOLK  Two  localities:  (1)  five  pairs  laid  four  clutches  of  4 and  one  of  5;  (2)  five  pairs 
summered,  but  only  one  pair  bred  successfully,  rearing  single  chick. 

LtNCOLNSHlRF./soUTH  HUMBERSIDE  One  locality:  six  on  30lh  March,  one  displaying  on  20th 
April,  and  up  to  nine  in  June. 

ELSEWHERE  Four  localities:  (1)  pair  displaying  at  end  of  May;  (2)  three  pairs  probably  bred; 
(3)  pair  probably  bred;  (4)  individuals  present  in  breeding  season,  but  no  further  information 
disclosed. 

England,  N One  locality. 

LANCASHIRE  One  locality:  two  pairs  at  site  where  breeding  has  occurred  in  past. 

Scotland,  N & W T wo  localities. 

ORKNEY  One  locality:  pair  bred,  two  fledged  young  on  27th  July. 

SHETLAND  One  locality:  pair  present,  no  nest  found  but  alarm  behaviour  suggested  presence 
of  young. 


1976 

1977 

1978 

1979 

1980 

1981 

1982 

1983 

1984 

1985 

1986 

No.  localities 

13 

11 

13 

13 

1 1 

5 

13 

10 

12 

10 

19 

Confirmed  (pairs) 

72 

37 

50 

39 

52 

22 

38 

32 

55 

22 

23 

Possible  (pairs) 

15 

33 

18 

25 

25 

4 

31 

12 

25 

14 

24 

Max.  total  (pairs) 

87 

70 

68 

64 

77 

26 

69 

44 

80 

36 

47 
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I his  species  remains  tolerably  widespread,  but  it  seems  possible  that 
the  large  increase  in  the  number  oflocalities  reported  for  1986  has  arisen 
at  least  partly  as  a result  ol  some  areas  having  been  subdivided. 

Wood  Sandpiper  Tringa  glareola 
Two  localities:  2-3  pairs  breeding. 

Scotland,  N & W Two  localities. 

INVF.RN F.ss-sh l R F.  Two  localities:  (1)  up  to  three  adults  between  4th  May  and  15th  July,  adults 
with  young  on  16th  to  19th  June  and  4th  to  15th  July:  two  difTerent  broods;  (2)  singles  seen 
between  20th  May  and  6th  June,  and  on  21st  June  and  30th  July,  display,  but  no  proof  of 
breeding. 

1976  1977  1978  1979  1980  1981  1982  1983  1984  1985  1986 

No.  localities  34734143432 

Confirmed  (pairs)  12427131422 

Possible  (pairs)  2 36250341  1 1 

Max.  total  (pairs)  35  10  4 12  1 65533 

Like  those  of  femminck’s  Stint  and  Purple  Sandpiper,  this  is  a tiny 
population,  apparently  just  managing  to  sustain  itself,  mainly  at  two 
localities. 

Red-necked  Phalarope  Phalaropus  lobatus 
Two  localities:  14-16  pairs  breeding. 

Scotland,  N & W Two  localities:  (1)  two  pairs  probably  bred;  (2)  12-14  pairs  present  and 
most  presumably  bred. 

The  results  for  1986  continue  the  seemingly  inexorable  decline  of  recent 
years. 

Mediterranean  Gull  Laras  melanocephalus 

Five  localities  in  four  counties:  1-5  pairs  breeding. 

England,  SE  One  locality. 

KF.NT  One  locality:  breeding  pair  present  from  15th  April  to  28th  May,  nest  with  three  eggs 
on  13th  May,  eggs  apparently  hatched,  but  no  young  located. 

England,  E Three  localities. 

I.INCOI.NSHIRF./SOUTH  HUMBF.RSIDF.  Two  localities:  (1)  pair  of  adults  in  full  breeding  plumage, 
with  regular  courtship  between  29th  March  and  12th  April,  possibly  longer;  (2)  first-summer 
individual  present  in  colony  of  Black-headed  Gulls  Lams  ridibundus  on  9th  May. 

SUFFOLK  One  locality:  pair  established  scrape,  and  copulation  observed,  but  they  were 
harassed  by  Black-headed  Gulls  and  both  left  after  a brief  stay. 

Scotland,  Mid  One  locality:  one  in  hill-top  colony  of  Common  Gulls  Lams  canus,  thought  not 
to  have  built  nest,  but  remained  for  about  three  months. 


1976 

1977 

1978 

1979 

1980 

1981 

1982 

1983 

1984 

1985 

1986 

No.  localities 

1 

2 

1 

3 

5 

4 

2 

6 

4 

2 

5 

Confirmed  (pairs) 

1 

1 

0 

2 

1 

3 

2 

2 

4 

3 

1 

Possible  (pairs) 

0 

1 

1 

1 

4 

3 

1 

6 

1 

3 

4 

Max.  total  (pairs) 

1 

2 

1 

3 

5 

6 

3 

8 

5 

6 

5 

The  optimism  generated  by  the  promising  situation  in  1985  seems  to 
have  been  a little  premature.  On  the  other  hand,  there  are  now  genuine 
pairs  of  the  species,  whereas  in  the  early  years  many  of  the  records  were  of 
this  species  mating  with  Black-headed  Gulls. 

Roseate  Tern  Sterna  dougallii 

The  Panel  has,  since  1985,  collected  reports  of  Roseate  Terns  breeding 
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away  from  the  larger  colonies,  which  are  already  subject  to  regular 
monitoring. 

England,  SW  Two  localities:  (1)  pair  reared  two  young;  (2)  present  in  ternery  during 
breeding  season. 

Scotland,  S One  locality:  24  pairs  reared  at  least  34  young. 

Scotland,  N & W Two  island  localities,  with  several  on  each;  two  pairs  seen  feeding 
dependent  young  on  19th  August. 

Dr  Mark  Avery,  who  is  making  a special  study  of  this  species,  writes 
‘Since  1969,  when  the  British  breeding  population  was  estimated  at  670 
pairs,  the  population  has  fallen  to  about  120  known  pairs  in  1987.  Similar 
declines  have  taken  place  in  Ireland  (both  in  the  Republic  and  in  Northern 
Ireland)  and  in  France.  The  West  Palearctic  stronghold  for  the  species  is 
now  known  to  be  the  Azores,  where  over  600  pairs  were  found  in  1984.  As 
indicated  by  the  colony  in  S.  Scotland,  breeding  success  is  generally  high 
in  British  colonies  (although  better  data  are  required),  so  it  may  be  that 
the  status  of  this  species  is  largely  affected  by  factors  acting  outside  the 
breeding  grounds,  e.g.  trapping  in  West  Africa.’ 

Hoopoe  Upupa  epops 

One  locality:  one  individual. 

Wales  One  locality. 

CAERNARVONSHIRE  One  locality:  one  on  24th  June. 

1976  1977  1978  1979  1980  1981  1982  1983  1984  1985  1986 

No.  localities  244  0 2001221 

Confirmed  (pairs)  1 400  0 000000 

Possible  (pairs)  10  402001221 

Max.  total  (pairs)  2440200122  1 

The  species  seems  to  be  moving  towards  becoming  a rare  non-breeding 
bird,  although  one  or  two  springs  with  warm  southerly  winds  could  bring 
it  back  to  this  northwestern  extremity  of  its  range. 

Wryneck  Jynx  torquilla 

Nine  localities:  1-9  pairs  breeding. 

England,  SW  T wo  localities. 

DEVON  One  locality:  one  singing  from  5th  May  to  22nd  June. 

Wiltshire  One  locality:  one  singing  on  10th  June. 

England,  SE  One  locality. 

ESSEX  One  locality:  one  singing  in  suitable  breeding  habitat  on  5th  May. 

England,  E One  locality. 

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE  One  locality:  one  singing  in  typical  breeding  habitat  in  May. 

Scotland,  N 8c  W Five  localities. 

INVERNESS-SHIRE  Four  localities:  (1)  one  pair  fledged  at  least  three  young;  (2)  one  singing  on 
30th  May;  (3)  one  singing  on  1st  July;  (4)  one  singing  on  13th  July. 

ROSS-SHIRF.  One  locality:  one  singing  on  30th  June. 

1976  1977  1978  1979  1980  1981  1982  1983  1984  1985  1986 


No.  localities 

7 

17 

22 

7 

11 

2 

9 

14 

9 

9 

9 

Confirmed  (pairs) 

1 

7 

4 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

Possible  (pairs) 

6 

12 

19 

8 

13 

2 

10 

15 

10 

8 

8 

Max.  total  (pairs) 

7 

19 

23 

9 

14 

2 

10 

15 

10 

9 

9 

Once  an  isolated  male  has  found  a mate,  the  advertising  song  is  usually 
little  used,  and  it  seems  likely  that  some  of  the  individuals  listed  here  were 
unmated  passage  birds. 
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Woodlark  Lullula  arborea 
13  counties:  47-228  pairs  breeding. 

England,  SW  7-95  pairs  breeding. 

CORNWAI.I.  Three  localities:  (1)  one  or  two  cfcf  regularly  from  23rd  March  to  25th  May,  but 
four  on  5th  April;  (2) (3)  singing  Cfcf  on  22nd  and  23rd  March  respectively. 

DEVON  Six  localities:  (1)  five  pairs  located  during  breeding  season;  (2)  five  song-flighting  in 
April,  two  adults  and  (our  juveniles  in  August;  (3)  singles  on  two  dates;  (4)  singing 
individuals  in  May  and  June;  (5)  one  pair  probably  bred,  one  pair  possibly  bred,  and  a third 
Cf  present  but  probably  unpaired;  (6)  pair  bred,  fledging  three  young,  and  three  other 
singing  cfcf. 

DORSET  five  localities:  (l)-(3)  pairs  present  during  breeding  season,  but  no  proof  of  breeding; 
(4) (5)  singles  during  breeding  season  in  suitable  habitat. 

HAMPSHIRE  1 hree  broad  localities:  (1)  34-36  pairs  present  and  assumed  to  be  breeding;  (2)  34 
pairs  present  at  15  sites;  (3)  two  or  three  pairs  in  breeding  season.  Allowing  for  incomplete 
coverage,  it  was  thought  that  the  population  might  total  about  90  pairs. 

SOMERSET  One  locality:  one  singing  on  20th  June  (there  had  been  county'  records  of  only  two 
other  singing  Woodlarks  in  the  previous  ten  years). 

WILTSHIRE  One  locality:  two  singing  on  10th  May  and  pair  in  June. 

England,  SE  16  localities:  27-49  pairs  breeding. 

BERKSHIRE  Six  localities:  (1)  pair  fledged  four  young  at  site  on  marginal  farmland;  (2)  two, 
apparently  a pair,  on  29th  March  and  8th  May;  (3)  pair  on  two  dates  in  May;  (4)(5) 
combined  total  of  three  or  possibly  four  pairs  during  breeding  season;  (6)  singles  on  29th 
April  and  29th  May,  two  on  7th  May. 

KENT  One  locality:  two  on  7th  June,  not  known  if  they  were  a pair. 

SUSSEX  One  locality:  one  singing  on  17th  March. 

SURREY  Eight  localities:  (1)  eight  pairs  breeding  plus  four  unmated  cfcf;  (2)  nine  pairs;  (3) 
four  pairs,  of  which  one  proved  to  breed;  (4)  three  pairs  bred;  (5)  three  pairs,  of  which  one 
proved  to  breed;  (6)  three  pairs;  (7)  two  pairs;  (8)  one  pair. 

England,  E Four  broad  localities:  1 1-76  pairs  breeding. 

Norfolk  One  broad  locality:  ten  pairs  proved  to  breed  and  an  additional  16  pairs  probably 
bred. 

COUNTY  NOT  NAMED  One  locality:  three  on  30th  March,  cf  singing  plus  two  others  to  late 
July,  family  party  of  six  on  3rd  and  9th  August. 

COUNTY  NOT  NAMED  Two  broad  localities:  (1)  22  pairs,  of  which  seven  proved  to  breed;  (2) 
25-28  singing  C fcf. 

The  year  1986  is  only  the  third  for  which  the  Panel  has  collected 
information.  The  totals  are  considerably  up  on  those  for  1985,  but  this  is 
certainly  in  part  due  to  increased  fieldwork  prompted  by  a BTO  survey. 
The  Panel  acknowledges  the  special  help  of  Chris  Bowden. 


Black  Redstart  Phoenicums  ochruros 
60  localities:  25-74  pairs  breeding. 

England,  SW  Four  localities. 

AVON  Two  localities:  singing  cf  at  two  different  localities,  close  enough  together  that  same 
individual  might  have  been  involved. 

CORNWALL  One  locality:  juvenile  seen  on  9th  September  and  pair  with  three  juv  eniles  on  14th 
September;  if  immigrants,  the)-  would  have  been  the  earliest  ever,  but  this  site  was  former 
breeding  place. 

DEVON  One  locality:  pair  prospecting  nest  holes  on  10th  May. 

England,  SE  44  localities:  15-54  pairs  breeding. 

ESSEX  Two  localities:  (1)  four  pairs;  (2)  pair  bred. 

KENT  One  locality:  family  party  on  19th  July,  two  pairs  on  6th  August,  two  family  parties  on 
31st  August. 

MIDDLESEX  Seven  localities:  (1)  two  singing  cfcf  on  23rd  June;  (2)  Cf  on  23rd July;  (3)  singing 
Cf  on  8th  June  and  6th  July;  (4)  two  singing  cfcf  in  May  and  June;  (5)  singing  cf  on  22nd 
June;  (6)  Cf  singing  in  June;  (7)  pair,  which  may  have  bred,  in  July. 
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INNER  LONDON  17  localities:  (1)  pair  reared 
three  young;  (2)  pair  feeding  young  in  late 
July  and  early  August;  (3)  one  carrying  food 
into  building  on  29th  May;  (4)-(  1 7)  singing 
Cfcf  on  dates  in  May,  June  and — some — 

July- 

SURREY  14  localities:  (l)-(3)  pairs  proved 
breeding;  (4)-(7)  pairs  probably  breeding; 

(8)  six  possible  pairs  breeding;  (9)  three 
possible  pairs  breeding;  ( 1 0)-(  1 4)  single 
possible  pairs  breeding. 

SUSSEX  Three  localities:  (1)(2)  pairs  reared 
two  and  four  young  respectively;  (3)  singing 
(f  on  1st  May. 

England,  E Six  localities:  4-7  pairs  breeding. 

HUNTINGDONSHIRE  Two  localities:  (1)(2) 
singing  individuals  holding  territories  in 
April  and  May. 

Lincolnshire/ south  humbersidf.  Three 
localities:  (1)  pair  fledged  four  young  in  late 
May  and  second  cf  present  in  early  June;  (2)  pair  fledged  broods  of  three  on  23rd  June  and 
three  on  6th  August;  (3)  9 feeding  young  in  nest  on  6th  August,  fully  grown  juvenile  nearby 
thought  to  be  from  earlier  brood. 

ELSEWHERE  One  locality:  pair  fledged  three  young  and  additional  singing  Cf  nearby. 
England,  Central  Three  localities:  2-4  pairs  breeding. 

Derbyshire  One  locality:  cf  singing  on  three  occasions,  but  not  seen  after  21st  May. 
STAFFORDSHIRE  Two  localities:  ( 1 ) thought  to  be  two  pairs,  both  feeding  young  (site  examined 
from  a distance);  (2)  pair,  estimated  to  have  hatched  young  on  1 llh  June. 

England,  N Three  localities:  3-6  pairs  breeding. 

CLEVELAND  One  locality:  pair  with  four  eggs,  from  which  at  least  two  young  fledged  in  mid 

July- 

YORKSHIRE  Two  localities:  (1)  four  pairs,  one  of  which  known  to  have  fledged  two  broods;  (2) 
pair  with  three  or  four  young. 


This  species  was  dropped  from  the  Panel’s  list  after  1976  (Brit.  Birds  71: 


1930  1940  1950  1960  1970  1980 

Fig.  2.  Total  number  of  pairs  (proved  breeding  and  not  proved  breeding)  of  Black  Redstarts 
Phoemcurus  ochruros  in  the  London  area  during  1927-1985 
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13),  but  was  restored  in  1985,  and  we  are  delighted  with  the  response  from 
observers  and  recorders  alike.  The  heartland  remains  in  the  Southeast, 
and  the  Panel  is  particularly  indebted  to  Andrew  Moon  for  providing  a 
wealth  of  information  as  well  as  the  histogram  showing  the  fortunes  of  the 
species  in  the  recording  area  of  the  London  Natural  History  Society  (fig. 
2).  The  maximum  possible  total  is  significantly  lower  than  that  of  104 
which  Morgan  & Glue  reported  for  1977  {Bird  Study  28:  163-168),  but  it  is 
possible  that  some  recorders  have  not  yet  noticed  the  addition  of  the 
species  to  the  Panel’s  list. 


Fieldfare  Turdus  pilaris 

Two  localities:  two  pairs  breeding. 

England,  N One  locality. 

CUMBRIA  One  locality:  adult  with  three  juveniles,  on  4th  August  and  3rd  September. 
Scotland,  N & W One  locality. 

INVERNESS-SHIRE  One  locality:  pair  laid  two  clutches  of  live  eggs,  fledging  one  from  the  first 
and  five  from  the  second. 

1976  1977  1978  1979  1980  1981  1982  1983  1984  1985  1986 


No.  localities 

1 1 

6 

3 

6 

5 

6 

7 

10 

4 

2 

2 

Confirmed  (pairs) 

3 

4 

1 

1 

1 

0 

2 

3 

0 

0 

2 

Possible  (pairs) 

9 

2 

3 

5 

4 

6 

5 

9 

4 

2 

0 

Max.  total  (pairs) 

12 

6 

4 

6 

5 

6 

7 

12 

4 

2 

2 

The  summertime  appearance  of  the  species  is  now  very  erratic,  with  no 
area  being  occupied  in  successive  summers  as  they  were  a few  years  ago. 


Redwing  Turdus  iliacus 
32  localities:  20-46  pairs  breeding. 

England,  SE  One  locality. 

KENT  One  locality:  two  singles  in  June. 

England,  E One  locality. 

SUFFOLK  One  locality:  two  cfcf  singing  in  suitable  breeding  habitat  in  mid  May. 

England,  IN  One  locality. 

CUMBRIA  One  locality:  six  together  on  3rd  July;  the  observer  was  unable  to  determine 
whether  they  were  a family  party  or  a group  of  non-breeding  adults. 

Scotland,  Mid  One  locality. 

GRAMPIAN  One  locality:  pair  on  26th  April. 

Scotland,  N 8c  W 28  localities. 

INVERNESS-SHIRE  Two  localities:  (1)(2)  pair  at  each,  both  fledging  five  young. 

SUTHERLAND  26  localities:(  1 )-(26)  18  pairs  proved  to  be  breeding  and  a further  21  for  which 
proof  of  breeding  not  obtained. 


1976 

1977 

1978 

1979 

1980 

1981 

1982 

1983 

1984 

1985 

1986 

No.  localities 

10 

10 

12 

6 

18 

6 

42 

65 

57 

33 

32 

Confirmed  (pairs) 

3 

2 

3 

2 

7 

4 

30 

17 

31 

11 

20 

Possible  (pairs) 

12 

14 

14 

7 

25 

7 

32 

51 

47 

22 

26 

Max.  total  (pairs) 

15 

16 

17 

9 

32 

11 

62 

68 

78 

33 

46 

With  the  exception  of  Sutherland,  where  the  Panel  is  indebted  to  an 
invaluable  contribution  from  J.  & C.  F.  Barrett,  much  less  information 
than  usual  has  been  submitted  to  the  Panel  from  Scotland  so  that  the 
‘maximum  total’  probably  understates  the  true  population  by  an 
appreciable  amount. 
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Cetti’s  Warbler  Cettia  cetti 
79  localities:  4-173  pairs  breeding. 

England,  SW  51  localities:  3-123  pairs  breeding. 


County 

Localities 

Breeding 

confirmed 

Breeding 

probable 

Breeding 

possible 

Maximum 

total 

Cornwall 

4 

0 

5 

5 

10 

Devon 

10 

0 

21 

1 1 

32 

Dorset 

12 

2 

25 

10 

37 

Hampshire 

18 

0 

35 

0 

35 

Somerset 

7 

1 

8 

0 

9 

England,  SE  Two  localities:  1-4  pairs  breeding. 

Breeding 

County  Localities  confirmed 

Breeding 

probable 

Breeding 

possible 

Maximum 

total 

Kent 

1 

0 

0 

2 

2 

Elsewhere 

1 

1 

1 

0 

2 

England,  E 24  localities:  0-44  pairs  breeding. 

Breeding 

County  Localities  confirmed 

Breeding 

probable 

Breeding 

possible 

Maximum 

total 

Norfolk 

22 

0 

41 

0 

41 

Suffolk 

2 

0 

3 

0 

3 

Wales  One  locality:  one  individual. 
Carmarthenshire  One  locality:  one 

singing  from  4th  April;  possibly  two  singing  towards  the 

end  of  the  year. 

1976  1977 

1978  1979 

1980  1981 

1982  1983  1984 

1985  1986 

Counties 

8 10 

14  14 

1 1 16 

12 

13  12 

12  10 

Confirmed  (pairs) 

8 13 

30  46 

19  56 

29 

90  78 

58  4 

Possible  (pairs) 

72  140 

144  117 

179  106 

173 

157  235 

152  169 

Max.  total  (pairs) 

80  153 

174  163 

198  162 

202 

247  313 

210  173 

The  decline  of  the  Kent  population — from  a total  of  80  pairs  possibly 
breeding  in  1981  to  near  extinction  in  1986 — is  striking,  and  is  probably 
due  to  a succession  of  winters  with  severe  cold  spells.  The  small  Essex 
population  also  disappeared,  and  it  would  be  interesting  to  know  why  the 
Norfolk  birds  seem  to  be  less  affected.  Note  the  first  presence  in  south 
Wales. 

Savi’s  Warbler  Locustella  luscinioides 
Nine  localities:  1-12  pairs  breeding. 

England,  SW  Three  localities:  (1)  one  singing  from  23rd  to  27th  June;  (2)(3)  singing  cfcf 
heard  during  spring,  presumed  to  be  passage  migrants. 

England,  SE  One  locality:  cf  singing  from  1st  April  to  2nd  June. 

England,  E Five  localities:  (1)  one  singing  from  at  least  18th  June  to  25th  June;  (2)  four  cfcf 
singing;  (3)  d"  singing;  (4)  pair  bred,  rearing  two  young;  (5)  C f singing  during  the  first  half  of 
May,  but  not  subsequently. 


1976 

1977 

1978 

1979 

1980 

1981 

1982 

1983 

1984 

1985 

1986 

No.  localities 

8 

13 

15 

15 

14 

8 

11 

12 

10 

8 

9 

Confirmed  (pairs) 

0 

3 

4 

6 

2 

5 

0 

2* 

0 

1 

1 

Possible  (pairs) 

9 

23 

24 

24 

27 

10 

18 

15 

12 

9 

1 1 

Max.  total  (pairs) 

9 

26 

28 

30 

29 

15 

18 

17 

12 

10 

12 

An  improvement  in  distribution,  with  the  species  present  in  six  counties 
compared  with  only  two  in  1985,  but  it  seems  likely  that  at  least  half  of 
them  were  overshooting  migrants. 
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Marsh  Warbler  Acrocephalus  palustris 
18  localities:  12-28  pairs  breeding. 

England,  SW  Three  localities. 

HAMPSHIRE  1 wo  localities:  (1)(2)  singing  Cf O'  from  14th  to  25th  June  and  from  29th  June  to 
11th  July  respectively. 

ISI.F.  OF  WIGHT  One  locality:  cf  singing  from  28th  to  30th  May. 

England,  SE  Seven  localities  in  two  counties:  (1)  two  pairs  reared  total  of  seven  young, 
laying  dates  being  31st  May  and  6th  June;  (2)  two  pairs,  but  not  known  whether  they  bred; 
(3)  only  one  pair  thought  to  be  present  during  breeding  season,  rearing  at  least  two  young, 
but  second  nest  found  after  end  of  breeding  season;  (4)  o"  singing  on  12th  June  and  seen 
again  on  8th  July;  (5)  C f singing  from  16th  to  18th  June;  (6)  cf  singing  on  14th  June;  (7)  cf 
singing  from  8th  to  13th  June,  two  more  singing  on  26th  June,  with  pair  present  from  8th 
June,  seen  carrying  food  on  9th  July. 

England,  E Two  localities. 

I .INCOI .NSHIRF./ SOUTH  HUMBERSIDE  One  locality:  cf  singing  in  suitable  habitat  on  4th  June. 
SUFFOLK  One  locality:  Cf  singing  on  1st  June  (first  county  record  of  the  species). 

England,  Central  Five  localities:  7-9  pairs  breeding. 

WORCESTERSHIRE  Five  localities:  (1)  five  pairs  bred;  (2) (3)  single  pairs  bred;  (4) (5)  unpaired 
singing  O' O’  in  June. 

Wales  One  locality:  one  individual. 


ANca.ESF.Y  One  locality:  cf  singing  on  15th  and 

1976  1977  1978  1979 

16th  Ji 
1980 

Line. 

1981 

1982 

1983 

1984 

1985 

1986 

No.  localities 

5 

6 

15 

15 

8 

3 

8 

10 

12 

9 

15 

Confirmed  (pairs) 

0 

2 

4 

1 

2 

0 

2 

3 

4 

2 

5 

Possible  (pairs) 

5 

9 

1 1 

22 

10 

3 

7 

9 

9 

7 

14 

Max.  total  (pairs) 

5 

11 

15 

23 

12 

3 

9 

12 

13 

9 

19 

The  table  excludes  data  from  Worcestershire,  which  for  many  years  has 
been  the  stronghold  of  the  species  in  England,  but  where  there  is  now  a 
prolonged  and  serious  decline.  On  the  Continent,  the  species  is,  however, 
extending  its  range,  and  this  may  account  for  the  slight  increase  elsewhere 
in  England. 

Dartford  Warbler  Sylvia  undata 
Five  counties:  15-308  pairs  breeding. 

England,  SW 

CORNWALL  At  least  three  territories  located  and  young  seen  in  each. 

DEVON  Present  throughout  the  year  on  three  commons,  and  successful  breeding  took  place  at 
all  three  localities,  with  a total  of  four  pairs  reported. 

DORSET  Total  of  76  pairs  located  during  breeding  season.  It  is  known  that  four  pairs  bred 
successfully  and  in  addition  many  sites  reported  ‘good  breeding  season’  or  ‘many  young 
seen’. 

HAMPSHIRE  In  the  main  extensive  area,  the  sample  of  pairs  reported  made  it  possible  to 
estimate  a total  population  for  the  area  of  about  200  pairs,  or  much  as  in  1985.  Elsew  here  in 
the  county,  five  pairs  or  singing  O' O'  located  in  one  area  and  one  pair  bred  at  another  site. 

England,  SE 

SURREY  Five  localities:  (1)  six  pairs,  four  known  to  have  young;  (2)  six  pairs,  at  least  one  of 
which  bred;  (3)  five  pairs,  two  of  which  were  proved  to  breed;  (4)  two  pairs;  (5)  one  pair. 

Severe  winter  weather  seems  to  have  taken  a considerable  toll  of  the 
Surrey  population,  but  left  the  southwestern  populations  relatively  intact. 

Firecrest  Regulus  ignicapillus 
19  localities:  1-29  pairs  breeding. 

England,  SW  Two  localities:  five  apparently  unmated  cfcf. 

HAMPSHIRE  Two  localities:  (1)  four  singing  cfcf;  (2)  one  singing  d". 
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England,  SE  Fifteen  localities:  1-21  pairs  breeding. 

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE  Two  localities:  (1)  two  singing  Cfd"  in  a regularly  occupied  site;  (2)  five 
territories,  and  one  family  party  seen. 

F.SSF.X  Three  localities:  (1)  pair,  the  O'  singing;  (2)(3)  single  singing  O' O'  during  May  and 
June. 

KENT  One  locality:  pair  and  additional  O'  on  24th  May. 

SURREY  Seven  localities:  (1)  one  or  two  singing  O' O';  (2)-(7)  single  singing  O' O',  but  known 
that  one  did  not  remain  in  the  locality. 

SUSSEX  Two  localities:  (1)  singing  O'  on  2nd  June;  (2)  agitated  individual  on  8th  June. 
England,  E One  locality:  one  possible  pair. 

HUNTINGDON  One  locality:  O’  singing  and  duller  individual,  presumed  to  be  9>  in  suitable 
breeding  area  on  2nd  May. 

England,  Central  One  locality:  one  individual. 

LEICESTERSHIRE  One  locality:  O’  singing  on  one  day  in  mid  June,  not  found  on  subsequent 
visits. 


1976 

1977 

1978 

1979 

1980 

1981 

1982 

1983 

1984 

1985 

1986 

No.  localities 

15 

12 

7 

25 

30 

35 

21 

75 

47 

24 

19 

Confirmed  (pairs) 

4 

2 

1 

9 

7 

15 

4 

6 

4 

5 

1 

Possible  (pairs) 

24 

29 

10 

64 

71 

87 

40 

169 

78 

41 

28 

Max.  total  (pairs) 

28 

31 

11 

73 

78 

102 

44 

175 

82 

46 

29 

A continued  steep  decline  from  the  peak  numbers  of  1983. 


Golden  Oriole  Oriolus  oriolus 
13  localities:  5-16  pairs  breeding. 

England,  SE  8c  E 12  localities:  (1)  alarm  calls  on  15th  and  29thjune;  (2)  singing  O'  on  22nd 
June;  (3)  pair  with  young;  (4)-(6)  singing  O' O'  holding  territory;  (7)  two  pairs  with  nests,  one 
with  young;  (8) (9)  single  pairs  with  broods  of  four;  (10)  at  least  three  pairs  present  and 
probably  bred;  (11)  pair  probably  bred;  (12)  singing  O'  on  2nd  July. 

Wales  One  locality:  one  individual. 

ANGLESEY  One  locality:  O"  singing  on  26th  June. 


1976 

1977 

1978 

1979 

1980 

1981 

1982 

1983 

1984 

1985 

1986 

No.  localities 

11 

16 

14 

17 

17 

13 

12 

14 

10 

12 

13 

Confirmed  (pairs) 

7 

6 

7 

3 

2 

4 

3 

2 

4 

4 

5 

Possible  (pairs) 

16 

15 

21 

27 

26 

22 

18 

19 

13 

1 1 

1 1 

Max.  total  (pairs) 

23 

21 

28 

30 

28 

26 

21 

21 

17 

15 

16 

Apart  from  local  habitat  loss,  the  chief  threat  is  probably  undue 
disturbance  by  birdwatchers. 


Red-backed  Shrike  Lanius  collurio 
Six  localities:  4-6  pairs  breeding. 

England,  E Six  localities:  (1)  pair  laid  five  eggs  and  fledged  two  young;  (2)  pair  bred, 
fledging  four  young  from  six  eggs;  (3)  pair  present  late  in  breeding  season,  but  no  evidence  of 
any  young  being  reared;  (4)  pair  probably  bred,  but  nest  may  have  been  raided  by  predator; 
(5)  pair  laid  five  eggs,  but  abandoned  nest;  (6)  0"  held  well-defined  territory  from  14th  to 
30th  July,  but  no  sign  of  any  female. 


1976 

1977 

1978 

1979 

1980 

1981 

1982 

1983 

1984 

1985 

1986 

Counties 

5 

13 

11 

10 

5 

6 

3 

3 

4 

6 

3 

Confirmed  (pairs) 

3 

48 

13 

14 

23 

11 

5 

1 1 

6 

6 

4 

Possible  (pairs) 

22 

16 

24 

38 

8 

29 

3 

1 

4 

5 

2 

Max.  total  (pairs) 

25 

64 

37 

52 

31 

40 

8 

17 

10 

1 1 

6 

The  protracted  decline  of  the  species  is  accelerating  and  perhaps 
nothing  short  of  an  input  of  new  blood  can  save  the  species  from 
extinction  in  Britain. 
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Rare  breeding  birds  in  the  UK  in  1 986 

Brambling  Fringilla  montifringilla 
One  locality:  one  individual. 

Scotland,  S One  locality. 

BORDKRs  ( )ne  locality:  0"  feeding  in  mixed  flock  of  finches  on  2nd  August:  the  fourth 
consecutive  year  that  a Brambling  has  been  seen  in  summer  in  the  same  general  area. 

197b  1977  1978  1979  1980  1981  1982  1983  1984  1985  198b 


N’o.  localities 

0 

2 

2 

3 

3 

1 

10 

8 

10 

3 

1 

Confirmed  (pairs) 

0 

0 

() 

1 

0 

1 

2 

1 

1 

0 

0 

Possible  (pairs) 

0 

3 

2 

3 

4 

0 

8 

7 

8 

1 

1 

Max.  total  (pairs) 

0 

3 

2 

4 

4 

1 

10 

8 

9 

3 

1 

A second  consecutive  poor  year. 


Serin  Serinus  serinus 

Two  localities:  three  individuals. 

England,  SW  ( )ne  locality. 

l)l.\o\  One  locality:  two  cfcf  from  24th  April  to  mid  August,  but  no  sign  of  a the  first 
break  after  five  successful  years. 

England,  SE  One  locality. 

ki  n l One  locality:  O'  singing  on  1st  July,  but  no  suggestion  ol  breeding. 

197b  1977  i 97»  1979  1980  1981  1982  1983  1984  1985  198b 


No.  localities 

2 

0 

4 

0 

1 

3 

5 

7 

4 

4 

2 

Confirmed  (pairs) 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

2 

i 

2 

2 

1 

0 

Possible  (pairs) 

2 

0 

3 

0 

1 

4 

b 

5 

3 

4 

3 

Max.  total  (pairs) 

2 

0 

4 

0 

1 

b 

7 

7 

5 

5 

3 

A poor  year  after  five  which  encouraged  one  to  believe  that  the  species 
was  established  as  a regular  breeder.  In  the  light  of  the  enormous 
extension  of  range  on  the  Continent,  it  would  appear  that  the  water 
barrier  of  the  English  Channel  tends  to  inhibit  movement  into  Britain. 


Scarlet  Rosefinch  Carpodacus  erythrinus 
Five  localities:  five  individuals. 

England,  E One  locality. 

I incoi  ynhirk/noi  th  HI'MBF.Rsidk  One  locality:  9 or  immature  on  23rd  June  in  habitat 
typical  of  that  occupied  by  the  species  in  Scandinavia. 

Wales  One  locality. 

(iWYNF.ni)  One  localitv:  singing  O"  on  7th  June. 

Scotland,  N and  W Three  localities:  (1)  Cf  singing  from  28th  June  into  July,  the  second 
consecutive  year  at  this  locality;  (2)  O"  in  song  from  14th  June  to  14th  July:  (3)  cf  singing  in 
suitable  habitat,  but  no  date  mentioned. 

The  species  is  occurring  with  greater  frequency  in  spring,  but  the  only 
confirmed  breeding  to  date  was  in  1982. 


Snow  Bunting  Plectrophenax  nivalis 
Two  localities:  1-2  pairs  breeding. 

Scotland,  N & W Two  localities:  ( 1 ) O'  singing  repeatedly  and  joined  by  9:  (‘2)  9 feeding  on 
summit  on  1st  May. 

This  is  all  the  information  submitted  to  the  Panel,  and  can  hardly  be 
complete.  We  would  appreciate  any  records  of  this  species  seen  in  the 
mountains  between  May  and  August. 
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Rare  breeding  birds  in  the  UK  in  1986 


Cirl  Bunting  Emberiza  cirlus 
Three  counties:  13-62  pairs  breeding. 

England,  SYV 

counwai.i. Two  localities:  (I)  two  Ccf  on  26th  May,  then  regularly  to  26th  July,  but  no  proof 
of  breeding;  (2)  cf  feeding  juvenile. 

l>KVO\  An  estimated  45-50  pairs,  representing  little  change  from  1985  situation;  proof  of 
breeding  obtained  for  at  least  12  pairs,  and  majority  assumed  to  have  clone  so. 
somkksf.i  Six  localities:  (1)  up  to  three  cf  cf  singing  regularly  between  3rd  May  and  22nd 
July,  with  four  on  1 I th  June;  (2)  two  cf  0"  singing  on  23rd  May;  (3)-(6)  single  cf  Cf  singing  on 
single  dates. 

The  much  diminished  population  now  seems  to  be  confined  to 
southwestern  England,  yet  last  century  the  species  occurred  as  far  north 
as  Cumberland  and  even  50  years  ago  was  widely  distributed  along  the 
north  coast  of  Wales. 

Rare  Breeding  Birds  Panel  Iredale  Place  Cottage , Loweswater,  Cockermouth,  Cumbria 


26.  Lappet-faced  Vulture 

The  Lappet-faced  Vulture  Torgos  tracheliotus  is  die  largest  raptor  in  the 
Western  Palearctic,  slightly  bigger  than  both  the  Black  Vulture  4 egypius 
monachus  and  the  Lammergeier  Cypaetus  barbatus.  The  English  name  stems 
from  the  skin  folds  on  the  back  of  the  head,  which  is  totally  naked,  without 
any  feathering,  and  has  a rather  square  shajie.  The  front  jiart  of  the  neck  is 
also  almost  bare,  while  the  back  is  encircled  with  a pale  brown  collar  of 
feathers.  Its  wings  are  wide  and  long,  and  are  not  raised  in  a V in  flight. 


CM  3 OSC 


| Tlu*  inclusion  of  plates  211  and  212  in  colour  has  been  subsidised  by  a donation  from  ZEISS  1 1 n / 

Germany] 


PhotoSpot 
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211  & 212.  I.appet-faced  Vulture  Torgos  tracheliolus . Israel.  June  1987  (H.  Shirihai) 


The  trailing  edge  has  an  S-shape,  and  the  tail  is  shortish  and  slightly 
pointed.  The  slow  and  ‘soft"  flight  is  like  a film  in  slow  motion. 

The  genus  Torgos  is  monotypic.  The  three  different  forms  are  currently 
regarded  as  races: 

(1)  T.  I.  tracheliolus , from  South  Africa  to  Kthiopia  (south  of  the  Sahara); 

(2)  71  I.  nubicus , in  parts  of  northeast  Africa  and  scattered  in  the  Sahara;  and 

(3)  T.  I.  negevensis , found  in  the  Arava  and  Negev  in  Israel. 

71  /.  negevensis  is  in  danger  of  extinction.  A population  may.  however,  exist 
in  Saudi  Arabia  and  Jordan,  where  identification  of  the  subspecies  is  not 
yet  confirmed. 

The  head  and  nape  of  the  Israeli  form  are  various  shades  of  brown.  gre\ 
and  cream,  and  the  skin  folds  are  small  and  in  some  cases  non-existent. 
When  excited,  however,  the  skin  folds  at  the  back  of  the  head  blush. 


446  PhotoSpot 

The  African  race  tracheliotus  has  much  more  noticeable  skin  folds,  which 
are  a deep  red  most  of  the  time.  In  flight,  this  form  shows  a clear  white 
stripe  along  its  wing-coverts  and  white  spots  on  its  flanks  and  breast.  The 
form  negevensis  has  no  wing-stripe,  but  a scattering  of  spots  along  its  wing 
(which  at  times  may  look  like  an  interrupted  stripe);  the  spots  on  the 
flanks  and  body  are  mostly  smaller  and  are  brown/cream-coloured.  At  a 
distance,  some  adults  may  look  like  Black  Vulture.  In  general,  the  adult 
negevensis  resembles  a juvenile  tracheliotus.  The  race  nubicus  is  intermediate 
between  the  other  two  forms,  but  is  closer  to  tracheliotus.  There  has  been 
some  discussion  concerning  recognition  of  negevensis  as  a separate  species. 

Hadoram  S i i i r i i i a i 
Israeli  Rarities  Committee , Box  4168 , Eilat  88102,  Israel 


Mystery  photographs 


1 O K The  prominent  perch  of  last  month’s  mystery  bird  is  a good 
clue  to  its  identity,  and  the  stocky  appearance  and  hooked  bill 
confirm  that  it  is  a shrike  Lanius.  The  general  uniformity  of  the  upperparts, 
and  the  conspicuous  dark  subterminal  crescents  on  the  wing-coverts  are 
features  shown  by  the  immatures  of  all  the  Western  Palearctic  species 
(including  Brown  Shrike  L.  cristatus , which  has  recently  been  accepted  for 
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inclusion  on  the  British  and  Irish  list),  except  the  obviously  pied  Great 
Grey  L.  excubitor  and  Lesser  Grey  /..  minor.  The  tail  is  not  noticeably  long, 
and  is  certainly  not  long  enough  for  Long-tailed  Shrike  L.  schach. 

I he  outer  scapulars  are  slightly  paler  than  the  inner  scapulars  and 
mantle,  but  not  so  strikingly  pale  as  on  Woodchat  L.  senator  and  Masked 
Shrikes  L.  nubicus.  These  latter  species  also  typically  have  a conspicuous 
pale  area  at  the  base  of  the  primaries,  contrasting  with  the  dark  primary 
coverts  (but  beware  the  badius  race  of  Woodchat  Shrike  from  Corsica, 
Sardinia  and  the  Balearics,  which  lacks  this  feature).  Woodchat  Shrike  is 
further  ruled  out  by  the  mystery  bird’s  relatively  narrow  pale  tertial 
fringes  and  the  suggestion  of  a mask,  caused  by  the  darker  lores  and  upper 
ear-coverts. 

It  is  one  of  three  species:  Red-backed  /..  collurio , Isabelline  I.,  isabellinus  or 
Brown,  the  imrnatures  of  which  are  all  rather  plain.  The  ground  colour  of 
the  upperparts  appears  to  be  fairly  uniform,  lacking  the  contrast  between 
the  mantle  and  the  rump  and  tail  which  is  shown  by  most  Isabelline 
Shrikes.  In  addition,  the  conspicuous  barring  on  the  mantle  is  typical  of 
immature  Red-backed,  but  shown  by  only  some  juvenile  Isabellines.  A 
final  clincher  is  the  obvious,  contrastingly  pale  fringe  to  the  tail,  which  is  a 
feature  never  shown  by  Isabelline.  Brown  Shrike  is  more  difficult  to 
eliminate  from  a black-and-white  photograph,  but  the  apparently  square- 
ended,  rather  than  narrow  and  graduated  tail,  and  the  relatively  small 
head  and  bill  all  suggest  Red-backed. 

It  is  indeed  a juvenile  Red-backed  Shrike,  and  was  photographed  by  Dr 
R.  j.  Chandler  in  Kent  in  September  1983.  Tim  I \ sk I PP 


214.  Mysterv  photograph  Identify  the  species.  Answer  next  month 


Monthly  marathon 

It  was  not  easy  to  judge  scale  in  plate  159,  which 
helps  to  explain  the  range  of  answers: 


Black  Redstart  Phoenicians ochruros  (46%) 

Redstart  P.  phoenicurus  (27%) 

Fieldfare  Turdus pilaris  ( 1 0%) 

Black-throated  Thrush  T.  rupcollis  (4%) 

Robin  Erithacus  mbecula  (3%) 


Sponsored  by 


and  a few  votes  each  for  Bluethroat  l.uscinia  svecica , White-throated  Robin  Irania  gutluralis, 
Blackstart  C.ercomela  melanura , Wheatear  Oenanthe  omanthe , Red-rumped  Wheatear  O.  moesta , 
Hermit  Thrush  Catharus  gut  tat  us,  Swainson’s  Thrush  ustulatus , Gray-cheeked  Thrush  C. 

minimus , Eye-browed  Thrush  T.  obscurus  and  Song  Thrush  I.  philomelos. 

The  most-popular  choice  was  the  correct  one:  it  was  a Black  Redstart, 
photographed  by  Jon  Hornbuckle  in  South  Yorkshire  in  June  1987. 

Anthony  McGeehan  got  it  right,  so  moves  on  to  a nine-in-a-row,  near- 
to-winning  sequence:  one  more  correctly  named  (plate  189)  and  he  will  be 
able  to  claim  his  SUNBIRD  holiday  in  Africa,  Asia  or  North  America.  If 
he  fails  with  plate  189,  however,  this  second  competition  will  still  continue, 
with  plate  215  being  number  17.  There  are  currently  nine  competitors 


215.  Second  'Monthly  marathon'  competition.  Photograph  number  17.  Identify  t he  species. 
Read  the  rules  on  page  49  in  the  January  1988  issue , then  send  in  your  answer  on  a postcard  to 
Monthly  Marathon,  Fountains,  Park  I.ane,  Blunham,  Bedford  \tk-t-t  :t\|,  to  arrive  b\  15th 

October  1988 
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Monthly  marathon 

with  sequences  of  five-in-a-row  (Sebastian  Buckton,  D.  R.  Collins,  Ken 
Hall,  C.  D.  R.  Heard,  Martin  Helin,  Hannu  Jannes,  N.  V.  McCanch, 
Andrew  Mackay  and  Pekka  J.  Nikander)  and  three  with  four  -in-a-row 
(Martin  S.  Garner,  Borje  Mansen,  and  Mrs  Jane  Turner),  all  waiting  to 
take  over  from  Anthony  McGeehan  if  he  fails.  On  the  other  hand,  if  he 
succeeds,  plates  200  and  215  will  be  numbers  1 and  2 in  a third  ‘Monthly 
marathon  competition.  Now  is  the  time  to  send  in  YOUR  entry'. 


Cliff  Swallow: 
new  to 
Britain  and  Ireland 


Michael  J.  Crosby 


During  the  early  afternoon  of  10th  October  1983,  several  people  had 
brief  views  of  an  unusual  hirundine  on  the  islands  of  St  Agnes  and 
Gugh  in  the  Isles  of  St  illy.  Only  Paul  Yautrinot  saw  the  bird  well  enough 
to  make  a detailed  description,  but  it  was  of  an  unfamiliar  species  which 
he  was  unable  to  identify.  Later  in  the  afternoon,  P.  Morrison,  M.  Opie 
and  1).  N.  Smith  noticed  a small  flock  of  Swallows  Hirundo  mstica  flying  in 
off  the  sea  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  Garrison,  St  Mary’s.  PM  noticed  that 
one  bird  in  the  flock  was  strikingly  different  in  shape  from  the  others,  and 
had  a pale  orange-pink  rump  and  collar.  Their  initial  thought  was  that  it 
must  be  a Red-rumped  Swallow  H.  daurica,  but,  after  better  views  of  it 
circling  overhead,  they  began  to  doubt  this  identification,  and  to  consider 
the  possibility  of  its  being  a hybrid.  At  this  point,  M.  Andrew,  R.  E.  Innes 
and  I arrived.  The  swallow  soon  re-appeared,  circled  once  overhead  and 
settled  on  the  roof  of  a building,  where  it  perched  (or,  more  accurately,  lay 
exhausted  with  its  wings  drooped)  for  several  minutes.  As  soon  as  I saw  it, 
I realised  that  it  was  one  of  the  species  of  swallow  which  I had  seen  in  the 
USA  in  1981,  but  what  was  its  name?  After  a few  minutes’  recollection,  I 
was  able  to  identify  it  as  a Cliff  Swallow  Petrochelidon  pynhonota. 

The  news  spread  quickly  (and  caused  some  confusion  because  many  of 
the  birders  on  the  islands  had  never  heard  of  this  species),  and  by  late 
afternoon  a crowd  of  several  hundred  was  enjoying  excellent  views  of  the 
swallow  feeding  low  over  the  Garrison  Wall.  The  following  day,  it  moved 
to  Lower  Moors,  and,  during  its  stay,  visited  several  parts  of  St  Mary’s, 
particularly  favouring  the  Higher  Moors  and  Longstones  area.  It  was 
present  until  at  least  27th  October,  and  was  closely  observed  and 
photographed  (Brit.  Birds  77:  plates  14  & 15;  81:  plate  216). 
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217.  Cliff  Swallow  Petrochelidon  pyrrhonota,  Texas,  USA,  May  1980  (T.  E.  Bond ) 


ClifT Swallows  and  Cave  Swallows  are  similar  in  size,  shape  and  general 
coloration,  but  the  head  patterns  of  the  two  species  are  distinctly  different 
in  both  adult  and  juvenile  plumages.  Adult  ClifT  Swallows  have  a black 
crown,  blackish  lores  and  a dark  rufous  or  chestnut  throat  and  ‘face’.  The 
forehead  is  white  or  pale  buff  on  most  of  the  northern  races,  but  those  of 
the  races  breeding  in  southwestern  USA  often  have  chestnut  or  brown 
foreheads.  Juveniles  are  similar  to  adults,  but  are  generally  duller,  and 
tend  to  have  darker  or  duller  foreheads  and  slightly  paler  throats,  often 
with  a few  small  white  spots  (like  the  Scilly  bird).  In  the  field,  adults  and 
juveniles  both  appear  to  have  a dark  head  (including  the  throat),  set  off  by 
the  pale  collar.  Adult  Cave  Swallows  have  a black  crown,  a rufous- 
chestnut  forehead  and  a pale  buff  throat  and  collar.  Juveniles  are  duller, 
but  very  similar  in  head  pattern,  so  both  adults  and  juveniles  appear  in  the 
field  to  have  a blackish  cap  which  contrasts  sharply  with  the  rest  of  the 
head.  Cave  Swallows  also  have  rufous  or  rufous-chestnut  rumps  which  are 
noticeably  darker  than  those  of  Cliff  Swallows.  The  head  pattern  and 
relatively  pale  rump  of  the  Scilly  bird  clearly  identify  it  as  a ClifT  Swallow. 

The  ClifT  Swallow  arrived  in  Scilly  during  a period  of  prolonged 
westerly  winds,  as  a series  of  depressions  tracked  rapidly  westwards  across 
the  Atlantic,  the  classic  conditions  for  the  arrival  of  vagrant  North 
American  landbirds.  A Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  Pheucticus  ludovicianus  and  a 
Northern  Parula  Panda  americana  were  found  on  St  Agnes  on  the  same  day 
as  the  swallow,  and  during  the  following  three  days  both  Red-eyed  Yireo 
Vireo  olivaceus  and  Gray-cheeked  Thrush  Catharus  minimus  were  found  on  the 
islands. 
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Field 

identification  of  Pechora  Pipit 

C.  D.  R.  Heard  and  G.  Walbridge 

Although  there  have  been  29  accepted  records  of  Pechora  Pipit  Anthus 
. gustavi  for  the  United  Kingdom  up  to  the  end  of  1986,  only  three  of 
these  have  been  away  from  Shetland.  It  seems  certain  that  more  are 
occurring  farther  south,  but  escaping  detection,  and  a lack  of  knowledge 
about  the  true  field  appearance  of  this  species  may  well  be  perpetuating 
this  situation.  A recent  record  from  Portland,  Dorset  (on  27th  September 
1983,  see  Brit.  Birds  78:  566),  revealed  some  confusion  amongst  record 
assessors  over  the  identification  criteria,  and  this  paper  has  grown  out  of 
the  clarification  of  the  species'  characteristics  which  was  needed  before 
that  record  was  finally  accepted.  In  order  to  confirm  the  plumage 
characters,  we  checked  all  the  skins  of  Pechora  Pipit  in  the  British 
Museum  (Natural  History),  Tring,  for  variations,  and  critically  assessed  a 
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sample  ol  35  for  each  identification  feature.  We  also  took  the  opportunity 
to  examine  skins  of  Red-throated  Pipit  A.  cervinus  (of  which  we  also  have 
extensive  Palearctic  field  experience);  this  is  the  principal  confusion 
species,  with  which  we  frequently  make  comparison.  We  have  also 
assumed  a degree  of  familiarity  with  Meadow  A.  pratensis  and  Tree  Pipits 
A.  triuialis : observers  should  also  beware  of  the  effects  of  moult  on  the 
plumage  appearance,  and  apparent  structure,  of  these  species. 

In  the  past,  field  guides  and  handbooks  have  usually  stressed  the 
similarity  of  Pechora  Pipit  to  Tree  Pipit,  while  ringers’  texts  have  warned 
against  confusion  with  Red-throated.  In  fact,  Pechora  Pipit  has  a very 
individual  character,  which  can  be  obvious  to  experienced  observers,  a 
diagnostic  call,  and,  as  will  be  seen,  a number  of  distinctive  plumage 
features. 

Call 

The  initial  detection  of  a migrant  Pechora  Pipit  is  most  often  a result  of  its 
call.  Its  importance  as  an  identification  feature  has  always  been  stressed, 
and  rightly  so.  Migrant  Pechoras  can,  however,  often  be  silent  (e.g.  the 
individual  on  Fair  Isle  in  1977  did  not  call  once  during  its  five-day  stay; 
see  also  Ring  1981).  When  it  is  heard,  the  most  common  call  is  a striking, 
hard  and  explosive  monosyllable:  ‘pwit’  or  ‘pit  (there  is  notable 
unanimity  in  transcriptions),  which  is  usually  loud  and  has  a low-pitched, 
dry  or  rasping  quality;  it  has  been  likened,  by  some,  to  a loud  discordant 
Ortolan  Bunting  Emberiza  hortulana  (GW;  I.  S.  Robertson  in  tilt.).  It  may  be 
uttered  two  or  three  times,  or  in  series,  particularly  when  startled.  It  is 
cpiite  unlike  the  call  of  any  other  European  pipit;  all  have  variants  of  the 
Meadow  Pipit’s  ‘pip,  pip  anxiety  note,  but  these  are  very  different,  having 
a sweet  tone.  Occasionally  (in  hard  weather  for  instance),  Meadow  Pipits 
can  give  an  abbreviated  version  of  their  normal  ‘tseep’  call,  hut  this  is  still 
typically  squeaky.  Other  documented  calls  (which  we  have  not  heard 
ourselves)  are  a short,  soft  ‘pit’  (Riddiford  & Ellis  1988),  and  a thin  'tzee' 
heard  in  winter  quarters  (e.g.  Wassink  1986)  and  occasionally  from  North 
American  vagrants.  (For  comparison  with  Red-throated  Pipit  calls,  see 
table  2.) 

Structure  and  shape  in  flight 

The  Pechora  Pipit  is  a small  pipit,  about  the  size  of  a Meadow  Pipit,  but 
slightly  stouter-bodied  (and  bulkier  in  direct  comparison).  It  can  often 
adopt  a rather  upright  stance,  and  the  head  may  look  sleek  (distinctly  so 
in  the  case  of  the  Fair  Isle  bird  of  September  1977:  CDRH;  also  I.  S. 
Robertson  in  lilt.) — an  impression  no  doubt  aided  by  its  rather  long,  stout- 
based  bill — and  the  eyes  look  large.  The  head  of  a Red-throated  Pipit  is 
more  rounded,  with  the  bill  in  proportion,  along  the  lines  of  a Meadow 
Pipit. 

When  in  flight,  the  bill  still  looks  prominent,  even  recalling  that  of  a 
Rock  Pipit  A.  petrosas  in  outline,  but,  while  the  tail  is  in  fact  rather  short 
(see  table  1),  it  may  not  appear  so,  and  the  species  tends  to  look 
streamlined,  with  the  flight-action  recalling  that  of  Meadow  Pipit.  Pechora 
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218.  Red-throated  Pipit  Anthus  ceivinus,  Israel,  November  1985  (Paul  Doherty) 


219.  Pechora  Pi  pi  t Anthus  gustavi,  China,  May  1985  (Roger  Beecro/t) 


does  not  look  fat-bodied  with  a broad,  very  square-ended  tail,  which  Red- 
throated  Pipits  often  do.  Contrary  to  a recent  statement  (Brit.  Birds  79:  36), 
we  both  consider  that  Tree  Pipit,  unlike  Red-throated  Pipit,  looks  far  more 
elongated  in  flight,  its  slim  build  accentuated  by  long  wings  and  bounding 
undulations. 

Bill 

Not  only  is  the  bill  long  and  stout-based  (again,  see  table  1),  but  it  is  also 

[Tin*  inclusion  of  plates  218.  220  and  222-221  in  colour  has  been  subsidised  by  a donation  from  ZI.ISS 

West  Germany] 
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220.  Red-throated  Pipit  Anlhus  (minus,  Israel,  November  1985  (Paul  Doherty) 


221.  Pechora  Pipit  Anlhus  guslavi,  China.  May  1985  (Roger  Beecroft) 


distinctly  bi-coloured.  This  is  extremely  hard  to  judge  on  museum 
specimens,  but  has  been  obvious  on  t he  three  UK  birds  that  we  have  seen 
(and  in  all  descriptions  and  colour  photographs).  Pechora  shows  a mostly 
dark  upper  mandible,  pinker  towards  the  cutting  edge,  but  with  very 
extensive  pink  on  the  lower  mandible,  of  which  just  the  tip  is  dark.  The 
bill  of  Red-throated  Pipit  is  usually  all-dark  (with  any  horn  or  pinkish 
coloration  restricted  to  the  base  of  the  lower  mandible);  the  bills  of  some, 
however,  can  show  extensive  pink  on  the  lower  mandible  (e.g.  all  three  in 
Scilly  in  October/November  1984:  CDRH). 

Legs  and  feet 

W hile  it  would  be  dangerous  to  attach  too  much  importance  to  leg 
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222.  Pechora  Pipit  Ant hus  gustavi,  China,  May  1985  (Roger  Beecroft) 


Table  1.  Measurements  (in  mm)  of  bill  dimensions,  hind-claw  length  and  tail  length  of 
Pechora  Pipit  Anlhus  gustavi  and  Red-throated  Pipit  A.  cervinus  (after  Svensson  1984) 

Red-throated 


Attribute 

Pechora  Pipit 

Pipit 

Bill  length  (from  skull) 

14.5  - 17.2 

13.2-15.1 

Bill  width  (at  proximal  edge  of  nostrils) 

4.0  - 4.8 

3.4  - 4.2 

Bill  depth  (at  proximal  edge  of  nostrils) 

3.8  - 4.5 

3.3  - 3.9 

Hind-claw  length 

8.5  - 12.0 

9.0  - 13.0 

Tail  length 

49  - 57 

54  - 64 

coloration,  it  appears,  from  descriptions,  that  the  legs  and  feet  of  Pechora 
are  consistently  a pale  Mesh  or  shell-pink,  whereas  those  of  Red-throated 
Pipit  vary  from  Mesh  through  orange-pink  to  straw  (usually  being  duller  in 
spring). 

Plumage  and  seasonal  variation 

The  following  description  concentrates  on  details  relevant  to  Meld 
identihcation  and,  unless  stated  otherwise,  refers  to  autumn  plumage, 
since  this  is  the  one  which  West  European  observers  are  most  likely  to 
encounter.  Seasonal  variation  is,  however,  not  great,  relating  mainly  to  the 
tone  of  the  ground  colours,  while  feather-wear  may  reduce  the  promi- 
nence of  some  markings.  In  general,  individuals  in  spring  are  slightly 
lighter  on  the  upperparts  and  more  buff,  especially  on  the  underparts  (one 
on  Attu,  in  the  Aleutian  Islands,  reminded  American  observers  of  a 
Savannah  Sparrow  Ammodrarnus  sandwichensis : King  1981);  while  by  mid 
summer  they  can  be  lighter  still,  taking  on  a greyer  look  to  the  upperparts. 
Those  in  autumn  are  more  richly  coloured,  with  a much  darker  reddish- 
brown  tone  above.  There  appears  to  be  no  substantial  difference  between 
first-winters  and  fresh-plumaged  adults. 


Table  2.  Comparison  of  field  characters  of  Pechora  Pipit  Anthus  gustaii  and  Red-throated 

Pipit  A.  cervinus  in  non-breeding  plumages 


Character 

Pechora  Pipit 

Red-throated  Pipit 

STRl  'CTl'RF. 

Sleek  head,  with  long  bill;  short 
tertials;  about  three  primary  tips 
project  beyond  longest  tertial 

Rounded  head,  with  bill  in 
proportion;  little  or  no  primary' 
projection  beyond  tertials 

1 l.l(. Ill  SHARK 

Small  and  streamlined  (long  bill 
may  be  detectable) 

Fat-bodied,  with  broad  tail 

Bill. 

Bi-coloured:  upper  mandible 
mostly  dark,  but  pink  at  cutting- 
edge;  lower  mandible  mostly  pink 
or  pink-orange,  with  dark  only  at 
tip 

Mostly  dark:  horn  or  pinkish  colour 
usually  only  at  base  of  lower 
mandible,  but  may  be  more 
extensive  (perhaps  especially  in 
late  autumn) 

KEGS  AM)  FEET 

Pale  pink  (thigh  usually  darker 
than  rest  of  underparts) 

Varies  from  pink  to  straw  (thigh 
similar  to  underpart  colour) 

HEAD  Pl.lMAGK 

Crown  and  nape 

Warm  brown  or  rufous-brown, 
heavily  streaked  (in  lines)  with 
black 

Olive-grev  or  greyish-brown 

I. oral  streak 

Dark,  well-defined 

Usually  little,  but  can  be  more 
marked 

Malar  stripe 

Usually  weak  or  broken,  but  can  he 
better  marked;  may  show 
additional  spot  at  side  of  neck 

Always  heavy  and  well-defined; 
triangular  base  often  extended  to 
neck-sides,  but  no  isolated  spot 
there 

Kar-coverts 

Rufous-brown;  streaked 

Brown;  uniform  or  barely  streaked 

IPPERPARTS 

Mantle 

Rich  reddish-brown;  heavily 
streaked;  two  (or  more)  white  to 
bullish-white  'braces':  long  and 
heavily  outlined  in  black 

Greyish-brown  or  olive-brown; 
heavily  streaked;  two  or  more 
‘braces’:  less  white,  shorter  and  less 
heavily  outlined 

Rump 

Reddish-brown;  heavily  streaked 
with  black 

Paler,  olive-brown  or  greyish- 
brown;  slightly  less  heavily 
streaked 

Tail 

Narrower;  outermost  leathers 
appear  white  or  whitish,  but  can  be 
buff 

Broader;  outermost  feathers  always 
white  or  whitish 

Median  and 

greater  coverts 

Both  thickly  tipped  white  or  cream, 
forming  two  conspicuous  wing-bars 

Neatly  fringed  whitish  or  buff,  not 
forming  separate  or  conspicuous 
wing-bars 

rXDERPARTS 

Throat 

Usually  white 

Washed  buff  or  salmon-buff 

Breast 

White,  often  with  distinct  zone  of 
yellowish-buff  wash;  fewer,  but 
heavy,  black  streaks 

Sullied  white,  with  pale  buffy- 
vellow  or  yellowish-olive  tinge 

Belly  and  vent 

Mostly  clean  white;  contrasts  with 

Sullied  white  (pale  buffy-yellow  or 

yellowish-bulf  zone  on  breast  (but 
both  areas  occasionally  show 
yellowish-buff  tinge):  long  black 
streaks  down  flanks 

vellowish-olive  tinge):  undertail- 
coverts  often  buff;  often  equally 
long  black  streaks  down  flanks 

CAI.I.S 

Diagnostic:  usually  loud  and 
explosive  'pwit'  or  ‘pit  . uttered  two 
or  three  times;  also,  short  soft  ‘pit  : 
rarely,  quiet  thin  Tzee' 

Akin  to  Free  Pipit's:  sibilant, 
drawn-out,  variously  transcribed 
‘skee’,  ‘skee-eez’.  ‘ptzeez-.  ‘pstee". 
‘sstee";  occasionally  low  ‘chup’  or 
stuttering  'pzou-pzou'  (recalling 
Meadow  Pipit's  ‘pip-pip’) 
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223.  Pechora  Pipit  Anthus  guslavi,  China,  May  1985  (Geoff  Cain) 


224.  Pechora  Pipit  Anlhus  guslavi,  China,  May  1985  (Geoff  Carey) 


Head 

Like  Red-throated  Pipit,  the  head  and  upperparts  of  Pechora  are  heavily 
streaked  with  black,  but,  whereas  Red-throated  usually  has  an  olive-grey 
or  greyish-brown  tone  to  the  ground  colour,  this  is  a richer  reddish-brown 
on  Pechora.  On  those  which  we  have  seen,  the  head  was  a brighter,  more 
rufous  brown  (than  the  rest  of  the  upperparts);  this  was  also  the  case  in 
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75%  of  the  skins  examined  (though  the  head  may  merely  be  a lighter 
brown  by  mid  summer).  This  rufous  tinge  is  often  most  marked  on  the 
finely  streaked  ear-coverts  (which  tend  to  be  more  uniform  on  Red- 
throated  Pipit).  I he  crown  is  heavily  streaked,  often  forming  lines,  with 
the  nape-streaking  less  heavy,  owing  to  the  individual  streaks  being 
slightly  finer  and  more  widely  spaced;  this  disagrees  with  Roberson 
(1980),  but  is  clearly  the  case  in  95%  of  skins  and  in  photographs  of  live 
birds.  1 his  difference,  in  crown-versus-nape  streaking,  can  be  more 
marked  on  Red-throated  Pipit,  because  of  the  lighter  ground  colour. 
There  can  be  a quite  distinct,  but  short,  supercilium  and  rather  paler  area 
around  the  eye,  usually  broken  by  a shortish,  dusky  eye-stripe.  The  front 
part  of  the  eye-stripe,  on  the  lores,  is  reasonably  distinct,  and  has  been 
advanced  as  a useful  separating  character  from  Red-throated  Pipit,  which 
usually  shows  plain  lores  (Svensson  1984);  some  non-breeding  Red- 
throated  Pipits  do,  however,  show  a loral  streak  (CDRH;  S.  C.  Madge  in 
lift.).  The  lores  may,  however,  be  hard  to  determine  in  the  field  (P. 
Harvey  in  litt.)  and  are  often  subject  to  wetting  during  normal  feeding 
activity.  The  moustachial  stripe  is  not  quite  so  dark  as  on  Red-throated 
Pipit,  and  both  species  show  a long  cream-coloured  submoustachial  stripe 
curving  around  onto  the  sides  of  the  neck,  where,  on  Pechora,  it  may  help 
to  isolate  a black  spot.  First  noted  by  Ring  (1981),  and  more  recently  by 
Wassink  (1986),  the  usefulness  of  this  spot  as  an  identification  feature 
cannot  be  confirmed  in  recent  British  sightings  (also  see  Riddiford  & 
Harvey  1988);  this  may  be  because  it  is  a seasonal  feature  (the  above 
references  were  to  individuals  observed  in  winter  or  spring).  When  a 
similar  feature  has  been  observed  on  Meadow  and  Tree  Pipits,  it  has  most 
often  been  in  spring  (GW;  see  also  Riddiford  & Harvey  1988);  but,  in 
these  cases,  it  has  usually  been  produced  by  misalignment  of  feathers,  and 
observers  should  beware  of  this  possibility.  On  non-breeding  Red- 


225.  Red-throated  Pipit  Anthus  cennnus , Israel,  October  1986  ( Arrwud  B.  van  dm  Berg) 
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throated  Pipits,  the  often-large  triangular  mark  in  this  area  is  invariably 
attached  to  the  heavy  black  malar  stripe.  The  malar  stripe  on  Pechora  is 
often  weak  (and  may  be  non-existent),  especially  near  the  chin,  but  can  be 
more  strongly  marked  on  the  lower  throat.  Like  other  pipits,  however, 
notably  Richard’s  Pipit  A.  novaeseelandiae,  the  strength  of  the  malar  stripe 
can  vary  a great  deal,  and  some  Pechoras  do  show  a strong  mark  here. 


Mantle  and  rump 

Pechora  Pipits  tend  to  look  dark-and-striped  above.  This  is  partly  the 
result  of  heavy  black  stripes  on  the  upperparts  generally,  and  obvious, 
long,  pale  ‘braces’  at  the  sides  of 
the  mantle.  The  brace  markings  (or 
‘tramlines’)  vary  from  pure  white 
(especially  in  summer)  to  the 
bright  cream  (or  buffish-cream) 
more  typical  in  autumn,  but  are 
nearly  always  whiter  and  more  con- 
trasting (owing  to  heavier  black 
stripes  outlining  them)  and  longer 
than  the  similar  markings  on  Red- 
throated  Pipits  (of  which  those  in 
spring  come  closest).  A second  pair 
of  braces  may  be  discernible  out- 
side these,  but,  if  anything,  such 
double  tramlines  are  more  likely  on 


226  & 227.  Pechora  Pipit  Anthus  gustavi,  China,  May  1985  {above,  Roger  Beecroft;  below,  Geoff 

Carey) 


I dentif  cation  of  Pechora  Pipit  46  \ 

Red-throated  Pipit,  which  often  shows  four,  and  even  six,  such  marks.  The 
important  distinction  is  that  on  a Pechora  the  braces  are  usually  longer 
(stretching  the  full  length  of  the  mantle  in  a broken  ‘V7’),  whiter,  and  more 
heavily  outlined  with  black. 

1 he  rump,  like  the  mantle,  is  heavily  streaked  with  black  on  a reddish- 
brown  ground,  which  can  be  a brighter,  more  rufescent  brown  on  the 
uppei  tail-coverts.  On  Red-throated  Pipit  (the  only  other  European  pipit 
with  a well-streaked  rump),  the  streaks  tend  to  be  shorter,  and  more  like 
spots,  but  may  be  more  obvious  because  the  ground  colour  is  a paler 
greyish-brown  or  olive-brown,  never  inclining  to  rufous. 

Tail 

Although  huffish  or  smoky-buff  outer  tail  feathers  have  previously  been 
emphasised  as  the  single  most  important  plumage  character,  our 
experience  does  not  confirm  this.  In  field  observations,  most  recent 
British  Pechora  Pipits  appeared  at  first  to  have  white  or  whitish  outer  tail 
feathers  (and  these  can  look  pure  white),  although,  on  closer  inspection, 
they  could  be  seen  to  be  a smoky-white  or  greyish-white.  On  museum 
specimens,  the  majority  showed  cream-coloured  outer  tail  feathers  rather 
than  buff  and,  again,  these  would  almost  certainly  have  appeared  white  or 
whitish  in  the  field;  in  direct  comparison,  however,  those  of  neither  Red- 
throated  nor  Pechora  were  as  pure  white  as  those  of  Meadow  Pipit  (for 
tail-pattern  in  the  hand,  see  fig.  1). 


Fig.  1.  Two  outermost  tail  feathers  of  Pechora  Anthus  gustavi  and  Red-throated  Pipits  A. 
cennnus,  showing  differences  in  extent  of  white  (or  off-white)  on  penultimate  feather 

Thus,  a distinction  in  the  outer  tail  feather  coloration  may  be  apparent 
only  when  one  already  suspects  a Pechora. 

Wings 

The  wing  markings  are  likely  to  be  the  first  plumage  feature  to  strike  West 
European  observers.  Pechora  Pipits  have  two  thick  and  well-defined  white 
or  whitish  wing-bars  formed  by  broad,  pale  tips  to  the  greater  and  median 
coverts.  They  are  usually  of  equal  thickness  and  white,  but  the  median- 
covert  bar  may  be  slightly  thicker  and  cream-coloured  or  buffish-white 
(especially  in  autumn).  The  other  European  pipits  (in  fresh  plumage)  also 
have  pale  fringes  to  the  wing-coverts,  these  being  at  their  most  marked  on 
Red-throated  Pipit,  but  a combination  of  features  makes  these  far  more 
prominent  on  Pechora.  They  have  thicker  and  more  clearly  defined 
whitish  tips,  and  darker  feather-centres,  with  narrower  lateral  fringes. 
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making  each  wing-bar  more  discrete,  and  with  a more  solid  dark  bar 
separating  the  two  pale  bars.  Comparing  the  skins  of  Red-throated  and 
Pechora,  this  difference  is  obvious  and  consistent.  In  the  past,  this  feature 
has  largely  been  ignored,  but  in  our  experience  it  is  one  of  the  most 
immediate  distinguishing  features. 

The  tertials  can  also  be  well  marked:  dark  grey-brown,  with  clear-cut 
buff  to  immaculate-white  fringes  (in  skins,  however,  Red-throated  often 
showed  the  more  striking  tertial  fringes).  More  significantly,  as  shown  by 
Dementiev  & Gladkov  (1969)  and  Svensson  (1984),  the  tertials  always  fall 
well  short  of  the  wing-tip,  making  three  or  more  primary  tips  visible  on  the 
closed  wing.  There  is  normally  little  or  no  primary  projection  on  Red- 
throated  Pipit,  and  it  is  only  very  short  on  Meadow  and  Tree  Pipits 
(several  of  the  fresh-plumaged  Red-throated  skins  at  Tring  also  showed 
two  or  more  primaries  projecting  beyond  the  tertials,  but  this  may  have  . 
been  due,  at  least  partly,  to  the  way  that  the  specimens  had  been 
prepared).  The  primary  tips  can,  however,  be  very  hard  to  examine  in  the 
field  (P.  V.  Harvey  in  litt.),  though  the  rather  shorter,  less  tapered  look  to 
the  tertials  may  be  easier  to  discern  (N.  J.  Riddiford  in  litt.).  Also,  the 
tertials  are  particularly  susceptible  to  wear,  and  consequently  may  be 
shorter  than  normal  (particularly  in  spring):  for  a photographic  example 
of  this,  see  Campbell  (1974:  plate  627),  in  which  both  individuals  of  a 
breeding  pair  of  Tree  Pipits  (which  should  show  very  little  primary 
projection)  show  a number  of  primaries  extending  beyond  their  severely 
worn  tertials.  Despite  these  remarks,  observers  should  always  try  to 
confirm  the  presence  of  this  important  structural  feature. 

Underparts 

Typically,  the  Pechora  Pipit  shows  bright,  unsullied  white  on  the  lower 
breast  and  belly,  which  may  contrast  slightly  with  a yellowish-buff  wash 
across  the  upper  breast.  This  buff  may  be  limited  in  extent  (the  1977  Fair 
Isle  individual  had  just  a pale  buff  patch  in  the  centre  of  its  breast, 
noticeable  only  when  the  bird  was  front-on,  and  the  one  in  1978  had 
none),  but  was  present  on  at  least  80%  of  the  museum  specimens  (at  its 
most  reduced  in  July). 

The  throat  and  vent  are  also  rather  white,  but  both  can  show  a slight 
buff  tinge  (perhaps  most  likely  in  spring,  when  the  ‘face’  is  often  more 
buff).  Red-throated  Pipits  (other  than  breeding  adults)  have  underparts 
which  are  tinged  uniform  pale  buffy-yellow  or  yellowish-olive,  like  those  of 
Meadow  Pipits,  but  often  cleaner-looking,  and  invariably  lack  a distinct 
zone  of  brighter  buff  coloration  across  the  breast,  although  a salmon-buff 
wash  may  be  visible  on  the  throat  at  close  range. 

The  streaks  on  the  underparts  of  Pechora  Pipit  fall  into  two  groups: 
thick,  well-spaced,  black  streaks  (or  stripes)  down  the  breast,  and  an 
extension  of  longer  streaks  down  the  flanks.  The  breast  streaks  tend  to  be 
fewer,  but  heavier,  than  the  more  closely  streaked  breast  of  Red-throated 
Pipit,  while  the  flank  streaks  are,  if  anything,  longer. 

Behaviour 

Despite  the  distinctive  call  and  well-marked  plumage  characters  noted 
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above,  one  behavioural  trait  may  still  hinder  identification.  This  species 
does  like  to  skulk,  often  in  quite  thick  vegetation.  On  Fair  Isle,  they  favour 
standing  crops  or  stubble,  and  the  rankest  of  grass,  from  which  they  can 
be  extremely  difficult  to  flush.  Once  flushed,  however,  they  may  perch  on 
fence-wires  or  posts  and  give  extended  views. 

Conclusion 

Observers  faced  with  a silent  putative  Pechora  Pipit  which  does  not  show 
buff  outer  tail  feathers  need  not  be  disheartened.  The  characteristic 
double  white  wing-bar  should  be  easy  to  see,  as  well  as  the  strong  black 
stripes  and  prominent  pale  braces  on  the  mantle.  Careful  attention  should 
be  paid  to  plumage  tones,  structure  and  bare-part  coloration.  If  heard,  the 
call-note  is  conclusive.  (For  a detailed  comparison  with  Red-throated 
Pipit,  consult  table  2.) 
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Summary 

In  the  past,  held  identification  of  Pechora  Pipits  Anthus  gustavi  has  focused  too  closely  on 
features  more  easily  determined  in  museum  specimens.  It  is,  in  fact,  not  a difficult  species  to 
identify:  it  possesses  a unique  call  and  several  distinct  structural  features.  It  also  shows 
obvious  white  wing-bars;  rather  reddish-brown  upperpart  coloration,  brightest  on  the  head; 
prominent  long  whitish  braces  on  the  mantle;  and  very  white  underparts,  with  a yellowish- 
buff  wash  mid-breast.  I’he  outer  tail  feathers  do  not  necessarily  look  huffish. 
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West  Germany 


Committee  membership  is  listed  on  the  inside  front  cover  each  month, 
and  on  the  back  of  the  title  page.  In  the  absence  of  further 
nominations  (Brit.  Birds  80:  421-423),  Steve  Gantlett  and  Rob  Hume 
started  their  terms  of  membership  on  1st  April  1988,  replacing  Peter 
Grant  and  Steve  Madge.  Peter  Grant  had  retired  from  the  Committee  in 
December  1986  (Brit.  Birds  80:  22,  251,  422)  and  Steve  Gantlett  had  been 
co-opted  to  replace  him  from  1st  January  1987,  whilst  Steve  Madge  retired 
as  the  longest-serving  member  on  31st  March  1988.  Peter  Grant’s 
outstanding  contribution  to  the  work  of  the  Committee  has  already  been 
acknowledged  (Brit.  Birds  80:  22,  422).  Steve  Madge,  who  served  for  11 


228.  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee  annual  meeting,  Bedfordshire,  April  1988:  left  to 
right,  DrJ.  T.  R.  Sharrock  (Managing  Editor), J.  H.  Marchant,  A.  R.  Dean,  D.  J.  Britton,  I.  S. 
Robertson,  S.  J.  M.  Gantlett,  P.  G.  Lansdown  (Chairman),  Alan  Brown,  R.  A.  Hume,  P.  R. 
Colston  (Museum  Consultant)  and  M.  J.  Rogers  (Hon.  Secretary);  T.  P.  Inskipp,  S.  C. 
Madge  and  K.  E.  Vinicombe  were  unable  to  attend  this  meeting  ( Erika  Sharrock) 
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years,  the  first  one  as  a co-opted  member,  has  been  a stalwart  of  the 
Committee.  His  considerable  identification  expertise  and  ability  to 
express  his  knowledge  on  paper  in  an  instructive  yet  modest  manner, 
which  have  been  features  of  his  term  on  the  Committee,  will  continue  to 
benefit  British  Birds , for  he  remains  a member  of  the  Identification  Notes 
Panel. 

The  following  points  of  interest  arise  from  the  Committee’s  annual 
meeting  at  Blunham,  Bedfordshire,  on  7th  May  1988. 

The  right  to  submit  a record  to  the  Rarities  Committee 

For  many  years,  we  have  requested  that  observers  send  their  rare  bird 
records  via  the  appropriate  county  or  regional  recorder  (e.g.  Brit.  Birds  80: 
489,  516),  and  we  reaffirm  that  policy.  There  is,  however,  an  increasing 
trend  that  certain  records  (some  of  those  rejected  at  county  or  regional 
level)  are  not  being  forwarded  to  us.  Since  all  rare  bird  records  intended 
for  the  Committee  are  contributions  to  British  Birds  magazine,  it  is  quite 
wrong  for  any  not  to  arrive,  since  they  are  sent  to  us  in  good  faith  via  the 
recorder.  The  only  exception  should  be  when,  after  discussion  with  the 
recorder,  an  observer  agrees  that  his  or  her  submitted  record  should  not 
be  forwarded  to  us.  So,  we  strongly  urge  observers  to  continue  to  submit 
records  to  the  Rarities  Committee  via  the  appropriate  recorder  and,  at  the 
same  time,  request  that  recorders  do  not  break  the  faith  placed  in  them  by 
individual  observers. 

Election  of  new  member 

The  Committee’s  nominee  for  the  next  vacancy,  which  will  arise  on  or 
before  31st  March  1989,  from  resignation  or  the  longest-serving  member's 
automatic  retirement,  is  C.  D.  R.  Heard.  Chris  is  an  experienced  and 
highly  respected  birdwatcher  who  is  well  known  to  the  Rarities  Commit- 
tee through  his  careful  observations  and  thorough  submissions  of  rarity 
occurrences.  He  lives  in  Maidenhead,  Berkshire,  is  widely  travelled  in  the 
Western  Palearctic,  and  has  visited  Iran,  Kenya,  Thailand  and  the  USA. 

As  usual,  we  invite  other  nominations,  which  should  be  sent  to  me  by 
31st  December  1988.  If  further  nominations  are  received,  a postal  election 
will  take  place,  in  which  county  and  regional  recorders  and  bird 
observatories  will  be  entitled  to  vote. 

P.  G.  Lansdown,  197  Springwood,  Llanedeym,  Cardiff  CF2  6VG 
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‘VARIATION  IN  TONGUE-SPOTS  OF  NESTLING  SKYLARK.  When,  in  1907  (cf.  Ibis. 
1907,  p.  574),  I drew  attention  to  the  tongue-marks  found  in  the  young  of  certain 
Passerine  birds,  I was  under  the  impression  that  the  pattern  of  these  ornamentations  was 
always  fixed,  and  a constant  character  in  the  species  that  possessed  them.  This,  however, 
is  apparently  not  the  case  . . . Con.rNC.WOOD  Ingram’  (Brit.  Birds  7:1 15,  September  1913) 


Notes 


Peregrines  repeatedly  attacking  stationary  Buzzard  R.  I.  Kinley  and 

D.  B.  Thexton  (Brit.  Birds  78:  193)  recorded  a pair  of  Peregrines  Falco 
peregrinus  persistently  mobbing  a Buzzard  Buteo  buteo  and  apparently 
striking  it  while  in  the  air.  On  2nd  April  1985,  in  southern  Meirion- 
nydd, Powys,  I was  observing  the  display  flight  of  a male  Peregrine 
when  a Buzzard  flew  in  to  its  craggy  nest  site  some  300  m west  of  the 
falcons’  nest.  The  female  Peregrine  left  her  perch  on  a branch  above  the 
eyrie  and  stooped  on  the  Buzzard,  which  landed  on  a small  grassy  cliff 
ledge  within  a steeply  hanging  oakwood.  The  male  Peregrine  then 
joined  the  attack  and  stooped  on  the  Buzzard  23  times  in  the  space  of 
two  minutes:  rising  about  20  m above  it,  closing  his  wings  and  flashing 
through  the  trees,  he  raked  the  Buzzard’s  back  on  two  occasions;  in  the* 
remaining  attacks,  the  Buzzard  lay  on  its  back  with  claws  extended, 
unable  to  move.  I have  often  seen  interactions  between  Peregrines  and 
Buzzards,  but  never  any  with  such  ferocity  on  the  part  of  the 
falcons.  RogerQ.  Skeen 

Bronwydd,  Bridge  Street,  Corns,  mar  Machynlleth,  Powys  SY20  9SS 

Wood  Sandpipers  using  tail-pattern  as  visual  signal  in  aggressive 
encounters  During  lst-4th  August  1984,  on  a sewage-farm  at 
Jastarnia,  on  the  Hel  Peninsula,  northern  Poland,  we  watched  the 
behaviour  of  four  Wood  Sandpipers  Tringa  glareola , each  of  which 
defended  its  own  feeding  territory  which  consisted  of  a 3-4  m length  of 
muddy  bank.  The  waders  often  fought  at  the  boundaries  of  their 
territories  and  demonstrated  threat  postures,  the  presentation  of  the 
tail-pattern  being  the  most  striking  element.  The  exact  posture 
depended  on  the  distance  and  physical  position  of  the  intruder.  If  the 
intruder  approached  to  the  side  of  a territory-owner,  the  latter  bowed, 
dropped  one  wing,  spread  its  tail  and  tilted  it  towards  the  intruder 
(plate  229;  see  also  BWP  3:  582);  in  many  cases,  this  posture  was 
enough  to  end  the  conflict  and  for  the  intruder  to  retreat.  If  the 
approach  was  to  a short  distance  in  front  of  the  territory-owner, 
however,  the  latter  adopted  another  posture,  with  wings  spread  and  tail 

229.  Wood  Sandpipers  Tringa  glareola,  Poland,  August  1984  ( Ireneusz  Chojnacki) 
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raised  (plates  230  & 231);  such  encounters  occasionally  resulted  in  a 
violent  fight,  the  attack  usually  being  from  the  side  (plate  232),  only 
rarely  from  above  (plate  233). 

The  two  types  of  tail  demonstration  were  given  also  by  other  species 
of  wader  in  non-territorial  encounters.  The  tail-patterns  are  visual 
signals  in  aggressive  conflicts,  and  serve  to  suppress  aggression.  There 
is  a hypothesis  that  visual  stimuli  by  waders  are  comprehensible  also  to 
other  wader  species,  because  many  species  that  feed  in  common 


230  & 231.  Wood  Sandpipers  Tringa  glareola,  Poland,  August  1984  (Irenetisz  ( hojnacki) 
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232  & 233.  Wood  Sandpipers  Tringa  glareola  defending  feeding  territories  and  demonstrating 
tail-pattern  in  aggressive  encounters,  Poland,  August  1984  (Ireneusz  Chojnacki) 


assemblages  have  similar  tail-and-rump  patterns,  and  aggressive 
behaviour  is  similar  and  ritualised  (Stawarczyk,  1984,  Ornis  Scand.  15: 
23-27).  Ireneusz  Chojnacki  and  Tadeusz  Stawarczyk 

Przybyszewskiego  50  m.6 , 60-357  Poznan,  Poland; 
Museum  of  Natural  History,  Wroclaw  University,  Sienkiewicza  21, 

50-335  Wroclaw,  Poland 
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Dark  neck  spot  of  Pechora  Pipit  King  (1981)  and  Wassink  (1986) 
have  stressed  the  value  of  an  isolated  round  dark  spot  on  the  sides  of 
the  neck  at  the  juncture  of  the  white  throat  and  the  huffish  breast  in 
identifying  Pechora  Pipit  Anthus  gustavi.  This  feature  is  supposedly 
particularly  pronounced  when  an  individual  stretches  its  neck  or  turns 
its  head. 

NR  and  PH  have  been  fortunate  in  observing,  on  Fair  Isle,  Shetland, 
four  and  three  Pechoras  respectively  (three  in  September  1985,  one  in 
October  1986).  At  no  time  did  we  note  this  feature,  nor,  to  our 
knowledge,  did  other  observers  refer  to  it.  All  four  individuals  showed 
heavy  bold  streaks  or  blotches  across  the  entire  breast,  and  the  only  one 
showing  obvious  concentrations  at  the  sides  of  the  neck  was  described 
as  having  very'  strong,  distinct,  dark  triangles  at  the  base  of  barely 
discernible  malar  stripes;  yet  a triangular  spot  has  been  described  as  a 
character  of  Red-throated  Pipit  A.  ceruinus  (Wassink  1986). 

We  have  observed  other  pipits,  particularly  Meadow  A.  pratensis,  in 
situations  where  neck-craning,  turning  the  head,  or  mere  ruffling  of 
feathers  in  windy  conditions  can  change  the  evenness  of  breast 
streaking;  in  such  circumstances,  isolated  round  dark  spots  can  be 
apparent. 

This  feature  is,  in  our  view,  potentially  misleading  and  certainly 
should  not  be  considered  vital  for  the  identification  of  Pechora  Pipit, 
particularly  when  other,  more  constant,  characters  exist  (Heard  & 
Walbridge  1988).  Nick  Riddiford  and  Paul  Harvey 

Fair  Isle  Bird  Observatory ',  Fair  Isle , Shetland  ZF.2  9ft ' 
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Calls  of  Pechora  Pipit  Comparison  of  various  field  guides  and 
identification  notes  and  papers  reveals  some  confusion  over  the  call  of 
Pechora  Pipit  Anthus  gustavi.  All  agree  that  the  call  is  distinct  from  those  of 
other  European  pipits,  including  Meadow  Pipit  A.  pratensis,  and  it  is 
usually  described  as  ‘Pit'  or  ‘Pwit’,  but  there  is  no  consensus  regarding 
whether  the  call  is  soft  or  hard,  quiet  or  loud.  Indeed,  the  contradictory 
nature  of  these  transcriptions  was  debated  by  Kenneth  Williamson  as  far 
back  as  1953  (Fair  Isle  Bird  Obs.  Bull.  9:  24-27).  Based  on  our  experience  of 
four  individuals  on  Fair  Isle,  Shetland,  we  hope  to  clarify  the  situation. 

Pechora  Pipits  may,  in  fact,  have  more  than  one  call;  we  have  identified 
three  distinct,  but  similar  calls,  and  one  of  these  may  not  have  been 
previously  recorded. 

CAM.  A Short,  soft  ‘Pit’,  given  as  single  note,  often  two  or  three  times  in  succession.  Shorter 
than  all  Meadow'  Pipit  call  notes,  except  some  anxiety  notes.  Lower-pitched  and  distinct 
from  any  other  West  Palearctic  pipit  of  our  experience.  In  field-notes,  we  have  described  this 
call  as  soft,  quiet  or  fairly  quiet;  and  it  can  easily  be  drowned  if  pipits  of  other  species  are 
calling  nearby. 


470 


Notes 


CAl.l.  B Short,  dry  ‘Pwit’,  given  only  as  single  note.  Probably  as  short  as  call  A,  but  both  louder 
and  more  forceful  (but  still  quiet);  and  may  appear  longer  owing  to  its  notable  dryness  and 
relative  volume. 

CAM.  C Loud,  sharp  or  hard,  generally  three-note  flight-call^  transcribed  as  ‘Tsip-tsip-tsip’  or 
‘Pswit  pswit-pswit’,  vaguely  recalling  flight-calls  of  Pied  Wagtail  MotaciUa  alba  or,  more 
particularly,  Grey  Wagtail  M.  cinerea.  Each  note  is  monosyllabic  and  clearly  differentiated. 
This  three-note  call  is  generally  repeated,  but  with  pauses  between  each  call. 

The  loud,  strong  Twit  flight-call  described  by  Williamson  may  have 
been  a loud  version  of  call  B , but  was  probably  a single-note  version  of  call 
C. 

Each  call  is  quite  distinct  from  those  of  other  pipits  occurring  in  Britain 
or  Ireland,  but,  unfortunately,  to  judge  from  our  experience  on  Fair  Isle, 
Pechora  is  the  most  silent  of  pipits  on  migration,  and  may  be  watched  for 
long  periods  before  uttering  any  sound.  Fair  Isle  individuals  tended  to 
give  call  A immediately  on  taking  flight,  particularly  towards  dusk,  or 
when  flushed  with  (rather  more  anxious)  Meadow  Pipits,  but  even  then 
were  more  often  silent. 

The  only  individual  heard  to  utter  call  B did  so  on  rising  from  an  oat 
field  (it  was  later  heard  to  give  call  A).  This  appeared  to  draw  up  another 
Pechora  Pipit  from  a different  part  of  the  field;  call  B may,  therefore,  be  a 
contact  call. 

Call  C,  may  also  be  a contact  call;  it  was  given  by  one  individual  in  flight, 
and  again  by  the  two  pipits  after  they  had  risen  from  the  oat  field.  These 
continued  this  wagtail-like  call  until  they  had  joined  together  in  flight  and 
chosen  a direction. 

It  might  be  added  that  the  species’  general  silence  may  be  a useful 
identification  feature;  any  heavily  marked,  silent  pipit  would  certainly 
merit  investigation.  Nick  RiDDiFORDand  Pete  Ellis 

Fair  Isle  Bird  Observatory , Fair  Isle,  Shetland  ZE2  9JU 


Tongue  spots  of  nestling  Olivaceous  Warblers  Of  the  many  reference 
books  which  we  have  consulted,  only  Geroudet  ( 1 963)  and  Harrison  (1975) 
mention  the  number  of  black  spots  on  the  tongue  of  nestling  Olivaceous 
Warblers  Hippolais pallida,  and  both  agree  that  there  are  two.  Throughout  a 
study  on  the  breeding  biology  of  this  species,  carried  out  in  the  Province  of 
Malaga  in  Spain  during  1982-83,  we  have  checked  more  than  20  nests 
containing  nestlings,  all  of  them  showing  a three-spotted  gape  (plate  234). 

Examining  the  original  literature,  we  found  that  only  Payn  (1948)  had 
noticed  the  existence  of  three  spots,  while  Greaves  (1936)  and  Simmons 
(1952),  and  after  them  nearly  all  subsequent  authors  referring  to  this 
species,  stated  the  existence  of  just  two  dots.  The  latter  two  authors  made 
their  observations  in  Egypt,  where  the  nominate  subspecies  H.  p.  pallida 
breeds;  Payn’s  observations,  on  the  other  hand,  referred  to  Tunisia  and 
Northern  Algeria,  within  the  breeding  area  of  H.  p.  opaca,  the  race  which 
also  inhabits  the  Iberian  Peninsula  (Vaurie  1959).  No  reference  concerning 
this  characteristic  has  been  found  in  the  literature  for  the  other  races:  H.  p. 
reiseri  (Sahara);  H.  p.  plaeneri  (Air  & Chad);  H.  p.  elaeica  (eastern  Europe  & 
the  Middle  East). 
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This  difference  in  the  number 
of  tongue  spots  is  to  be  added  to 
other  dissimilarities  between  pal- 
lida and  opaca,  related  to  size, 
colour,  and  bill  length  (William- 
son 1960)  and  even  song 
(Geroudet  1963).  These  pecu- 
liarities may  justify  a revision  of 
the  taxonomic  status  of  these 
forms.  J.  Crf.spo,  E.  Alba 
and  M.  Garrido 
Laboratorio  Oceanografico,  Muelle 
Pesquero,  Fuengirola,  Malaga , Spain 


234.  Nestling  Olivaceous  Warblers 
Hippolais  pallida  opaca  showing  tongue 
spots,  Spain,  June  1982  (/.  C.  Rey) 
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Letters 


'Points  of  view’  I read  with  interest  the  recent  correspondence  in 
British  Birds  on  ‘conservation'  and  the  extent  to  which  this  is  or  should 
be  included  in  your  journal  (Brit.  Birds  80:  582-583).  Perhaps  many  of 
your  readers  may  not  realise  that  the  National  Trust  owns  a greater 
area  of  land  with  SSSI  status  than  does  the  RSPB,  the  Woodland 
Trust  or  the  combined  county  trusts.  In  total,  almost  one-third  of  our 
220,000  ha  is  so  designated.  H.  John  Harvey 

Chief  Adviser  on  Conservation  & Woodlands , The  National  Trust , Spitalgate  Lane , 

Cirencester , Gloucestershire  GL7  2DE 
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Identification  of  Purple  Heron  My  photograph  of  a Purple  Heron  Ardeci 
purpurea  in  flight  {Brit.  Birds  78:  101,  plate  44)  does  show  an  elevated,  not 
trailing,  hind  toe  indistinguishable  from  that  of  Grey  Heron  A.  cinerea 
except  for  its  longer  extension.  This  is  even  more  clearly  shown  in  the 
original  print  (which  the  editors  of  British  Birds  have  examined)  and 
accurately  depicted  in  volume  I of  BWP. 

It  would  seem,  therefore,  that  the  position  of  the  hind  toe  in  flight 
cannot  be  used  as  a valid  identification  feature,  as  A.  A.  Bell  tentatively 
suggested  in  his  letter  {Brit.  Birds  80:  118).  BrianThomas 

8 Southfield  Road,  Westbury-on-Trym,  Bristol  9,  Avon 

Mr  Thomas’s  conclusion  was  also  reached  by  P.  G.  Lansdown  (in  lilt.,  December  1985, 
October  1986).  Ens 


Open-country  birds  Now  that  we  tend  to  drive  by  car,  even  to  our” 
‘local  patch’,  whereas  in  the  past  we  might  have  cycled  or,  in  the  more 
distant  past,  have  walked,  are  we  missing  many  birds,  especially  the 
elusive,  open-ground-frequenting  species? 

The  Little  Bustard  Tetrax  tetrax  reported  during  December  1987  to 
January  1988  was  the  first  discovered  in  Britain  for  some  12  years,  but 
how  many  have  we  missed  because  we  scan  or  traverse  open  fields  less 
often?  Dave  Nurney 

46  Wellington  Road,  Binstead,  Isle  of  Wight  P033  3QR 

Black-throated  and  white-throated  Black-eared  Wheatears  in  Spain 

In  his  excellent  paper  on  the  field  identification  of  West  Palearctic 
wheatears  {Brit.  Birds  80:  137-157,  187-238),  Peter  Clement  stated  for 
Black-eared  Wheatear  Oenanthe  hispanica  that  ‘in  Spain,  Portugal  and 
Morocco  (race  hispanica ),  white-throated  males  are  more  common  than 
black-throated'.  There  is,  however,  local  variation. 

Between  1974  and  1987,  in  hilly  and  steppe  areas  near  to  the  Ebro 
Valley  (between  the  south  slopes  of  the  Pyrenean  foothills  and  the 
north  slopes  of  the  Iberian  mountains),  Spain,  I ringed  98  males,  and 
made  field  counts  of  the  forms.  Black-throated  males  comprised  65.3% 
of  the  total  ringed,  and  60.13%  of  the  923  individuals  counted. 

The  ratio  of  the  two  forms  was  unchanged  over  this  period,  but  the 
numbers  recorded  in  field  counts  had  dropped  to  53.3 — 57.1%  of  the 
1982  level  by  1986.  This  reduction  can  not  be  accounted  for  by 
changing  land-use  practices  in  the  area.  A.  Ar  AGUES 

Pedro  Maria  Ric,  3,  5°.  C 50008-Zaragoza,  Spain 

BOU  list  of  name  changes  I should  like  to  comment  at  once  on  this 
{Brit.  Birds  81:  353-374;  Ibis  130:  supplement)  and  to  say  at  the  outset 
that  this  is  a superior  document.  The  BOU  has  shown  great  foresight  in 
attempting  to  bring  many  of  their  names  into  international  conform- 
ancy.  For  the  greater  part,  I agree  entirely;  I shall  comment  in  detail,  as 
requested,  separately.  Despite  any  such  criticism,  let  me  say  that  I 
regard  this  as  a ‘Great  leap  for  mankind'  in  the  realm  of  bird  names.  I 
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am  delighted  at  the  progress.  I now  think  that  everyone  is  going  to  get 
together  worldwide  to  a degree  once  thought  impossible.  My  hat’s  ofT 
to  the  British  group.  BurtL.  MONROE,jR 

Chairman,  AOl  Checklist  Committee,  Department  of  Biology,  College  of  Arts  and 
Sciences,  University  of  Louisville,  Louisville,  Kentucky  40292,  USA 


Announcements 


The  Arcachon  tern  We  understand  that  the  French  Rarities  Committee  is  still  assessing 
the  record  of  the  yellow-billed  tern  Sterna  at  Arcachon,  France,  depicted  recently  in  British 
Birds  (81:  217,  plate  1 18).  Our  captioning  of  this  individual  as  Lesser  Crested  Tern  Sterna 
bengalensis  was,  therefore,  premature;  we  apologise  for  any  confusion  caused. 

Special  offers  in  British  BirdShop  I he  following  special  offers  are  still  available  this 
month: 

British  Birds/IBCE  International  Bird  Identification 
Goodwin  Crows  of  the  World 
Knystautas  The  Natural  History  oj  the  USSR 
Sharrock  Frontiers  oj  Bird  Identification 

These  can  be  ordered  POST  FREE  through  British  BirdShop.  Please  use  the  order 
forms  on  pages  xi  & xii. 


Reviews 


Where  to  Watch  Birds  in  Bedfordshire,  Berkshire,  Buckingham- 
shire, Hertfordshire  8c  Oxfordshire.  By  Brian  Clews,  Andrew 
Heryet  and  Paul  Trodd.  Christopher  Helm,  London,  1987.  316  pages; 
31  line-drawings;  74  maps.  Paperback  £9.95. 

This  is  another  book  in  the  excellent  series  of  regional  birdwatching  guides  currently 
being  produced  by  Christopher  Helm.  It  covers  the  five  counties  to  the  north  and  west  of 
central  London  which,  although  not  regarded  as  top  birdwatching  counties,  are 
nevertheless  home  to  many  British  birdwatchers  (and  the  professional  ornithologists 
based  at  Blunham,  Sandy  and  Tring).  Following  the  introduction,  there  are  short  sections 
on  weather  and  its  effect  on  birds,  advice  on  how  to  use  the  book,  a glossary  of  terms,  and 
a list  of  useful  addresses.  The  bulk  of  the  book  is  divided  into  five  sections:  one  for  each 
county.  Within  each  county,  each  site  of  major  ornithological  interest  is  dealt  with  in 
depth,  whilst  other  sites  are  mentioned  briefly.  Nme  major  sites  are  described  in 
Bedfordshire,  14  in  Berkshire,  17  in  Buckinghamshire,  ten  in  Hertfordshire  and  16  in 
Oxfordshire.  Site-accounts  vary  in  length  from  two  to  seven  pages,  and  each  one  includes 
sections  headed  ‘Habitat’,  ‘Access’.  ‘Species'  and  ‘Calendar’.  The  first  of  these  contains  a 
brief  description  of  the  site  and  usually  mentions  its  history  and  current  ownership.  The 
access  section  describes  the  site’s  exact  location  and  includes  advice  about  where  to  park 
and  how  to  go  about  finding  birds.  The  species  section  is  the  longest  in  each  site  account, 
and  describes  in  detail  most  of  the  species  which  visit  the  site  at  various  times  of  the  year. 
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The  calendar  simply  lists  the  more  interesting  species  to  be  found  at  the  site  during  each 
of  the  four  seasons,  and  as  residents.  After  a brief  bibliography,  43  pages  of  maps  (one  (or 
each  major  site)  finish  off  the  book. 

Perhaps  understandably,  I found  the  species  accounts  the  most  interesting  part  of  the 
book.  These  really  do  go  into  great  detail,  often  mentioning  many  of  the  commoner 
species  as  well  as  the  more  unusual.  1 found  the  accounts  that  dealt  with  the  changes 
through  the  year  (such  as  that  for  Stewartby  Lake)  most  enjoyable  and  probably  worth 
reading  even  by  people  who  are  not  planning  visits.  Unfortunately,  I have  not  field-tested 
the  book  by  visiting  any  unfamiliar  sites,  but  the  information  provided,  when  used  in 
conjunction  with  the  maps,  should  be  enough  to  enable  first-time  visitors  to  enjoy  a 
profitable  trip.  I found  it  slightly  irritating  to  have  to  turn  to  the  back  of  the  book  each 
time  that  I wanted  to  compare  the  account  with  the  map,  and  think  it  would  have  been 
better  to  include  the  maps  amongst  the  site  accounts.  This  small  criticism  aside,  the  book 
seems  well  produced  and  reasonably  priced  for  316  pages  of  information.  It  should  prove 
very  useful  to  birdwatchers  visiting  the  area  and  to  residents  who  have  recently  started 
watching  birds.  D avid  Fishf.r 

International  Bird  Identification:  Proceedings  of  the  4th  International 
Identification  Meeting  Eilat  lst-8th  November  1986.  Edited  by  P.  J. 
Grant,  J.  T.  R.  Sharrock,  S.  Taggar  and  H.  Shirihai.  British  Birds  Ltd, 
Biggleswade,  & International  Birdwatching  Center,  Eilat,  1987.  64  pages; 
38  colour  plates;  13  black-and-white  plates;  19  line-drawings.  Paperback, 
£8.50. 

The  4th  International  Identification  Meeting  was  held  at  Eilat  in  November  1986;  a total  of 
23  delegates  representing  1 1 countries  attended.  The  meeting  enabled  many  top  field 
birdwatchers  to  get  together  to  discuss  over  30  topics  involving  the  complexities  of  bird 
identification. 

For  the  first  time,  a series  of  short  papers  arising  out  of  these  discussions  has  now  been 
published.  This  proves  to  be  an  exceedingly  useful  publication,  gleaned  from  ideas  and 
group  discussion  over  various  thorny  problems  associated  with  identifying  Western 
Palearctic  birds.  A variety  of  subjects  covered  in  this  publication  is  treated  in  the  form  of  16 
short,  thought-provoking  and  well-illustrated  papers. 

Subjects  are  markedly  diverse,  and  include  an  excellent  summary  of  the  Greater  Charadrius 
leschenaultii  and  Lesser  Sand  Plovers  C.  mongolus  by  Barry  Taylor,  updating  his  previous  paper 
on  one  of  the  trickiest  of  all  complexes  ( Dutch  Birding  4:  113-130).  Urban  Olsson’s 
contribution  on  identification  of  snipes  Gallinago  includes  an  interesting  theory  that  the 
Nearctic  race  of  Snipe  G.  gallinago  delicata  is  perhaps  best  given  full  species  status:  it  seems  as 
different  from  Eurasian  forms  as  some  other  snipe  species  are  from  each  other.  Indeed, 
delicata  is  seemingly  more  distinct  than  are  the  two  forms  of ‘Lesser  Golden  Plover’  Pluvialis 
dominica/fulva  in  many  respects,  a review  of  this  taxonomic  headache  being  supplied  by  J.  L. 
Dunn,  J.  Morlan  and  C.  P.  Wilds.  Klaus  Mailing  Olsen  has  admirably  summarised  ideas  on 
identifying  juvenile  skuas  Stercorarius.  With  Peter  Grant  and  Philippe  J.  Dubois  attending  the 
meeting,  it  is  no  surprise  to  have  interesting  items  on  the  newly  described  Iberian  race  of 
‘Yellow-legged’  Herring  Gull  Lams  argentatus  lusitanius  and  the  Israeli  wintering  population  of 
Armenian  Herring  Gulls  L.  a.  armenicus.  Hadoram  Shirihai’s  contributions  include  an 
excellent  summary  of  the  Mountain  Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus  sindianus  and  discussion  on  beema 
Yellow  Wagtails  Motacilla Jlava,  with  some  very  useful  photographs,  the  latter  being  especially 
useful  to  those  of  us  lucky  (or  unlucky)  enough  to  discover  a grey-and-white  jlava  wagtail  in 
autumn  in  Britain.  Per  Alstrom  and  Urban  Olsson  have  reviewed  the  problems  of  separating 
Arctic  Phylloscopus  borealis  and  Greenish  Warblers  P.  trochiloides,  but  their  results  leave  us  in  no 
doubt  that  the  best  way  of  doing  it  is  to  hear  the  bird  call.  An  absorbing  summary  of  juvenile 
Roseate  Terns  Sterna  dougallii  by  Killian  Mullarney  is  surprisingly  without  illustrations.  Other 
contributions  are  from  Lars  Svensson,  J.  T.  R.  Sharrock,  William  S.  Clark,  Krister  Mild  and 
Merav  Gellert. 

This  is  an  excellent  and  exciting  publication;  one  can  only  hope  that  future  International 
Identification  Meeting  discussions  can  be  edited  into  a similar  format.  Everyone  with  an 
interest  in  bird  identification  should  gel  a copy  right  away.  S.  C.  MADGE 
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Flamingos.  By  Malcolm  and  Carol  Ogilvie.  Alan  Sutton,  Gloucester, 

1986.  121  pages;  8 colour  plates;  38  line-drawings;  8 maps.  £9.95. 

No-one  lorgets  their  first  encounter  with  flamingos,  whether  as  captive  spectaculars  in  a 
zoo  or  as  shimmering  pink  ghosts  across  sun-baked  salt-pans.  Flamingos  are  at  once 
ungainly  and  superbly  graceful;  and  never  uninteresting.  Everybody  wants  to  know  about 
flamingos,  but  where  is  the  classic  text?  I his  excellent  little  book  neatly  fills  the  present 
gap,  hopefully  destined  to  become  the  standard  popular  reference  book  on  the  group. 

1 he  text  is  written  with  a real  sense  ol  enjoyment,  by  an  author  clearly  intrigued  by  his 
subject.  Did  you  know,  for  instance,  that  the  Romans  considered  the  tongues  of  the 
Phoenicopteridae  to  be  a delicacy?  And  I challenge  anyone  to  read  the  lengths  to  which 
the  late  Leslie  Brown  was  prepared  to  go  to  discover  the  distribution  of  Lesser  Flamingos 
in  Last  Africa  without  feeling  decidedly  weak-kneed.  Our  lack  of  basic  knowledge  relating 
to  all  six  species  is  clearly  underlined  by  the  book,  and  the  narrative  of  our  slow  discovery 
of  the  secrets  ol  the  flamingo  is  often  as  strange  as  the  birds  themselves.  Each  species  is 
described  in  terms  of  status  and  distribution:  reviews  of  considerable  value  in  defining 
some  of  the  conservation  and  survey  requirements  of  the  different  populations.  Maps 
demonstrate  clearly  the  remarkably  dispersed  nature  of  the  breeding  sites  of  all 
populations.  I he  species  accounts  are  followed  by  general  chapters  on  behaviour, 
breeding,  feeding  and  the  interactions  between  flamingos  and  Man.  All  the  chapters 
underline  the  need  for  further  research,  especially  with  regard  to  the  very  special 
conservation  problems  of  a family  clearly  adapted  to  take  advantage  of  conditions 
temporarily  suitable  for  successful  breeding. 

The  style  of  writing  is  highly  readable,  and  the  book  is  punctuated  by  Carol  Ggilvie’s 
excellent  line-drawings  and  charming  plates.  I would  find  only  one  fault  on  the 
illustration  side,  with  the  sketch  of ‘algae  and  brine  shrimp’  on  page  99,  which  appears 
neither  accurate  nor  very  informative.  That  aside,  you  will  not  find  a better  reference 
book  on  these  rosy  rascals.  Tony  Fox 

Atlas  van  de  Nederlandse  Vogels.  Compiled  by  SOVON.  Arnhem, 

1987.  595  pages;  15  black-and-white  plates;  268  line-drawings,  numerous 
maps.  £21.00. 

Some  bird  atlases  have  been  confined  to  the  breeding  birds;  others  have  been  concerned  with 
wintering  birds;  in  some  large  areas  with  few  observers,  other  atlases  have  combined  records 
for  the  whole  year.  This  gigantic  and  magnificent  book,  however,  covers  the  whole  year, 
month  by  month,  with  up  to  12  maps  per  species. 

The  Netherlands  is  a fairly  small  country,  with  a large  number  of  highly  competent 
observers  (probably  over  5,000  were  involved  in  this  survey).  Nevertheless,  the  grid  used  (5 
X 5 km  squares)  and  separate  monthly  recording  (60  survey  months)  resulted  in  220,000 
record  cards  with  a total  of  five  million  observations  of  426  species  and  subspecies, 
summarised  in  20,000  distribution  maps  covering — after  elimination  of  double  counts — four 
million  observations.  The  tens  of  thousands  of  hours  of  fieldwork  and  the  thousands  of  hours 
of  checking  and  computer  plotting  have  been  well  rewarded  with  a book  which  gives  full 
justice  to  the  grandiose  scale  of  the  project.  Distributions  are  mapped  by  months  or  groups 
of  months,  and  the  monthly  totals  are  shown  in  the  form  of  histograms  for  each  of  the  six 
years  separately,  and  for  them  combined. 

Although  the  text  is  wholly  in  Dutch,  there  is  a three-page  English  summary,  which  is  in 
sufficient  detail  for  the  British  reader  to  understand  and  use  the  whole  atlas.  The  individual 
species  texts  do  not,  however,  have  any  English  summaries,  so  the  non-Dutch-speaking 
reader  needs  to  make  his  or  her  own  interpretations  of  the  distributions  show  n.  To  aid  this,  a 
transparent  overlay  is  provided,  showing  the  distributions  within  the  Netherlands  of 
deciduous  forest,  coniferous  forest,  coastal  dunes  and  beach,  wet  moorland,  heathland, 
marsh,  waters  more  than  six  metres  across,  and  drift  sands.  With  histograms  in  blue,  and  the 
maps  with  blue  outlines  and  black  dots,  well-thought-out  design  and  a scattering  of  pleasing 
line-drawings,  this  is  an  attractive  as  well  as  invaluable  reference  book.  The  editors— Johan 
Bekhuis,  Rob  Bijlsma,  Arend  van  Dijk.  Fred  Hustings.  Rob  Lensink  and  Frank  Saris — as  well 
as  all  those  who  took  part  in  the  survey,  deserve  our  thanks  and  admiration. 

J.  T.  R.  Sharrock 
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Opinions  expressed  in  this  feature  are  not  necessarily  those  of  'British  Birds’ 


235.  Sue  Arnold  presents  Bob  Glover,  win- 
ner of  the  1988  'Bird  Photograph  of  the 
Year’  award,  with  his  cheque  and  salver, 
London,  May  1988  (Tessa  Musgrave) 


BPY  reception  This  year’s  ‘Bird  Photo- 
graph of  the  Year’  Press  Reception,  held  in 
London  on  9th  May  1988,  was  hit  by  the 
perennial  problem  of  tempting  bird- 
photographers  away  from  the  field  and  into 
a room  in  the  centre  of  a city  on  a fine  early- 
summer  day.  The  second-prize  winner 
(guess  who!)  was  once  again  in  Portugal, 
and  the  third-prize  winner  was  in  France 
(presumably  still  clad  in  a rubber  suit  and  a • 
muskrat’s  nest),  but  we  did  tempt  Bob 
Glover  away  from  Essex  to  accept  his  salver 
and  cheque  in  person  from  our  glamorous, 
eloquent  and  witty  guest  presenter.  Sue 
Arnold  of  The  Observer  (plates  235  & 236). 

236.  Bird  Photograph  of  thf.  Year  1988: 
left  to  right,  Eric  Hosking  (Judge),  Chris- 
topher Helm  (Sponsor,  Christopher  Helm 
Publishers  Ltd),  Sue  Arnold  (Guest  Presen- 
ter, The  Observer),  Crispin  Fisher  (Sponsor, 
William  Collins  Son  & Co  Ltd),  Bob  Glover 
(1988  winner)  and  Don  Smith  (Judge); 

London,  May  1988  (Tessa  Musgrave) 
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OSME  is  ten  Regular  readers  will  need 
no  introduction  to  OSME — the  acronym 
by  which  the  Ornithological  Society  of  the 
Middle  East  is  universally  known.  We 
congratulate  OSME  on  its  10th  anniver- 
sary’ and  hope  that  it  will  go  from  strength 
to  strength  in  its  next  decade.  On  26th 
November  1988,  it  will  hold  a special 
celebration  afternoon  at  Friends  House  in 
London  (opposite  Fusion  Station).  This 
will  feature  three  distinguished  speakers: 
William  Wilkinson  (first  OSME  chairman 
and  now  chairman  of  the  Nature  Conser- 
vancy Council),  Nergis  Yazgan  (OSME 
vice-president,  and  president  of  the  Tur- 
kish conservation  organisation  DHKD) 
and  Richard  ‘Doesn’t  he  speak  good  Eng- 
lish for  a Turk’  Porter  (above  all  others, 
perhaps,  the  driving  force  behind  OSME’s 
founding  and  its  success).  Members  and 
non-members  are  welcome,  but  numbers 
are  limited,  so  book  at  once:  tickets, 
minimum  price  £5  (all  proceeds  go  to- 
wards future  conservation  work  in  the 
Middle  East),  from  The  Secretary',  OSME, 
c/o  The  Lodge,  Sandy,  Bedfordshire  SG19 
2DI.. 

OBC  meeting  in  Sweden  The  Oriental 
Bird  Club  will  hold  its  first-ever  Swedish 
meeting  near  Falsterbo  at  5pm  on  1st 
October.  It  will  feature  talks  (in  English!)  on 
China  by  Per  Alstrom  and  Urban  Olsson, 
and  on  Pakistan  by  Erik  Hirschfeld  and 
Magnus  Ullman.  Anyone  interested  should 
contact  Steve  Rooke  by  telephone:  Welling- 
borough (0933)  650755,  or  write  to  Erik 
Hirschfeld,  S.  Forstadsg.  62,  S-21143, 
Malmo,  Sweden. 

Med.  Seabird  Symposium  The  Mediter- 
ranean Marine  Bird  Association  ‘Medmar- 
avis’  has  given  us  early  warning  of  the 
second  Mediterranean  Seabird  Sympo- 
sium, which  will  be  held  at  Palma  de 
Mallorca,  in  the  Balearic  Islands,  during 
21st-26th  March  1989.  The  symposium 
title  is  ‘Status  and  Conservation  of  Sea- 
birds: Ecogeography  and  Mediterranean 
Action  Plan’.  For  more  information,  write 
to  Medmaravis,  20  rue  Saint  Martin,  75004 
Paris,  France. 

Tim  Davis  moves  to  Wildfow  l Trust  After 
exactly  five  years  with  the  BTO,  Tim  Davis 
took  up  a new  appointment  on  1st  August, 
as  the  Wildfowl  Trust’s  Membership 
Officer,  based  at  Slimbridge.  Representing 
the  BTO,  Tim’s  contacts  with  RR  have  been 


many  and  fruitful;  we  wish  him  well  in  his 
new  job. 

Great  Bustards  and  White-rumped  Swifts 
in  Cadiz  province  A recent  report  from 
the  Spanish  Agencia  de  Medio  Ambiente 
(environment  agency'),  by  Jesus  Parody, 
highlights  the  drastic  decline  of  the  Great 
Bustard  Otis  tarda  in  southern  Spain.  The 
decline  in  Andalucia  has  been  catastrophic: 
from  several  thousand  to  barely  a couple  of 
hundred  in  the  last  50  years.  The  provinces 
of  Cadiz  and  Seville  were  traditionally  good 
for  Great  Bustards,  but  the  1987  survey  in 
the  province  of  Cadiz  (7,385  km*)  produced 
only  20  individuals.  One  group  (three  males 
and  five  females)  raised  two  young,  but  two 
other  groups  (each  of  five)  raised  none.  The 
most  important  factors  causing  the  decline 
are  hunting  (including  shooting  from  light 
aircraft),  changing  agricultural  practices  (in- 
cluding mechanisation,  pesticides  and  herb- 
icides), the  construction  of  reservoirs  and 
the  erection  of  high-tension  cables.  The 
report  recommends  a total  ban  on  all 
hunting  for  a five-year  period  in  those  areas 
where  bustards  breed,  as  well  as  adequate 
habitat  conservation,  increased  vigilance 
and  regular  censusing. 

The  same  report  summarises  a survey  of 
White-rumped  Swifts  Apus  caffer  in  Cadiz 
prov  ince  betw  een  June  and  September  1987. 
White-rumped  Swifts  were  first  found  nest- 
ing in  Europe  in  1964,  in  the  Sierra  de  la 
Plata  (Cadiz).  The  species  parasitises  Red- 
rumped  Swallows  Hirando  daurica , taking  over 
their  nests.  Between  24  and  29  nests  were 
estimated  for  the  entire  province,  typically 
sited  in  old  bunkers,  in  disused  tunnels, 
under  bridges  and  in  caves.  Most  nests  were 
within  30  km  of  Gibraltar,  and  very  few  were 
found  in  the  original  site  at  Sierra  de  la 
Plata.  The  report  also  states  that  the  species 
is  suffering  from  Central  European  egg- 
thieves  who  visit  the  area  annually  . (Contri- 
buted by  Dr  J.  C.  Finlayson ) 

Original  ‘Hilary  Burns’  Many  of  the 
original  paintings  from  The  RSPB  Book  of 
British  Birds  (Holden,  Sharrock  & Burn  1982) 
are  now  on  display  at  the  Henry-Brett 
Galleries  at  Stow-on-the-Wold,  Gloucester- 
shire. They  can  be  purchased  there,  or  BB 
readers  could  direct  enquiries  to  Hilary 
Burn  personally  (c/o  Fountains,  Park  Lane, 
Blunham,  Bedford  MK44  3NJ). 

Going  for  a song  Nice  to  see  the  Milton 
Keynes  Mirror  featuring  a report  with  this 
apt  title  on  International  Dawn  Chorus  Day 
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on  Sunday  1st  May;  but  their  reporter’s  ID 
seems  a little  suspect:  ‘Among  the  warblers 
picked  out  . . . were  reed  buntings  and  lesser 
spotted  white  throats.’  ( Contributed  by  Barry 
Nightingale) 

Andalusian  Hemipode  During  a discus- 
sion on  the  proposed  changes  to  English 
names  of  birds,  the  vehement  opponent  of 
one  particular  change  (we  ll  call  him  ‘Fred’ 
to  spare  his  blushes,  for  he  is  an  eminent, 
well-known  and  very  knowledgeable 
ornithologist)  stated  forcefully: 

‘I  have  never  seen  an  Andalusian  Hemi- 
pode, and,  when  I do,  I want  to  see  an 
“Andalusian  Hemipode”  not  a “Striped 
Button-Quail”,  which  makes  it  sound  like 
just  another  boring  button-quail.’ 

‘But,  Fred’,  said  one  of  his  colleagues 
(let’s  call  him  Tom),  ‘surely  you  have  seen 
Andalusian  Hemipode?’ 

‘No!’,  replied  Fred  decisively, ‘It’s  a spe- 
cies I’ve  always  wanted  to  see,  but  never 
have.’ 

‘But,  Fred’,  said  lorn,  ‘you’ve  seen 
Button-Quail  in  Ethiopia,  Little  Button- 
Quail  in  Thailand,  and  Little  Bustard-Quail 
in  India,  haven’t  you?’ 

‘Yes’,  said  Fred. 

‘Well,  those  are  merely  alternative  names 
for  Andalusian  Hemipode’,  revealed  Tom. 
‘Oh  . . . ’,  said  Fred. 

That  ended  the  opposition  to  that  particu- 
lar name-change  proposal. 

More  on  bird  names  . . . Too  many  people 
to  be  thanked  individually  sent  us  the 
programme  for  a Dutch  Birdwatching  Spe- 
cial holiday  in  August  1988,  devised  for 
members  of  the  Birds  and  Natural  History 
Book  Society,  the  Country  Book  Society  and 
the  World  of  Nature,  all  in  association  with 
I.adbroke  Hotels.  It  promised  to  be  very 
special  indeed,  with  a highlight  of  the  visit 
to  Texel  being  the  ‘traditional  gathering  of 
over  100  blackened  grebes’  ...  or  was  it 
actually  a ghoulish  visit  to  an  oil  slick? 

. . . and  more  still  Overheard  some  time 
ago  on  a sea-watch:  Observer  A:  ‘Where’s 
“Pomarine”  then?’  Observer  B:  ‘Oh,  some- 
where in  the  Baltic,  I think.’  Observer  C ( clearly 
more  knowledgeable ):  ‘No — it’s  Siberia.’  You 
may  well  laugh,  but  (without  looking  it  up) 
how  many  of^ow  know  how  the  ‘Pom’  got  its 
name,  and  that  strictly  speaking  it  should  be 
Pomatorhine  in  any  case?  (Don’t  write  and 
tell  us — we’ve  looked  it  up  already!) 


TV  quiz  winners  The  three  RSPB  contes- 
tants in  Busman’s  Holiday , Ian  Daw'son,  Chris 
Harbard  and  Jonathan  Osborne  (Brit.  Birds 
80:  652),  duly  beat  all  their  rivals  to  win, 
first,  a birdwatching  trip  to  Tunisia  (luckily 
for  them,  this  was  the  ‘European’  destina- 
tion chosen  by  the  programme’s  devisers), 
and  then  went  on  to  complete  a clean  sweep, 
winning  a trip  to  Trinidad. 

Who  said  . . . ? (a)  ‘I  don’t  like  trees  or  hot 
weather,  so  1 don’t  know  why  I came  to 
Thailand!’;  (b)  ‘Photography  in  the  Thai 
forest?  Exposure?  Give  it  a fortnight  at  f.8.’ 
Answer  below. 

■(L£Z 
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237.  Dennis  Coutts,  Thailand,  March  1988 
(J.  T.  R.  Sharrock ) 
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Keith  Allsopp  and  Ian  Dawson 

These  are  largely  unchecked  reports,  not  authenticated  records.  Unless  otherwise 

stated,  dates  refer  to  May  1988 

As  in  April,  anticyclones  near  to  Britain  and  Ireland  resulted  in  mainly  dry,  settled 
weather,  as  frontal  systems  became  slow-moving  and  inactive.  A high-pressure  region 
over  northern  Europe  from  6th  to  16th  brought  easterly  winds  with  warmer  spells  of 
weather,  being  replaced  by  cold  northerly  air  until  19th;  and  followed  by  cool  south  to 
southwesterly  winds  in  the  south  and  periods  of  easterlies  over  northern  Scotland. 

Set  Fair  for  the  Northern  Isles 

Fair  Isle,  once  the  undisputed  top  birding  spot  in  the  country,  has  had 
to  share  that  honour  with  others  in  recent  decades,  including  nearby 
Orkney.  This  month,  Fair  Isle  and  Orkney  became  the  haven  for  many 
North  European  migrants  displaced  by  easterly  winds  across  the  North 
Sea;  although  numbers  were  not  huge  compared  with  autumnal  falls, 
they  were  notable  for  spring.  Strong  southeasterly  winds  from  north 
Germany  developed  during  13th  to  15th;  by  then,  there  were  55 
Bluethroats  Luscinia  svecica  on  Fair  Isle  and  30  in  Orknev,  and  30  Red- 
backed  Shrikes  Lanius  collurio  at  each  locality.  Prominent  among  the 
commoner  migrants  on  Fair  Isle  were  500  Wheatears  Oenanthe  oenanthe, 
180  Tree  Pipits  Anthus  trivialis  and  seven  Yellow  Wagtails  Motacilla flava 
of  the  Scandinavian,  grey-headed  race  thunbergi.  Rarer  species  there 
included  a Short-toed  Lark  Calandrella  brachydactyla , a Thrush  Night- 
ingale Luscinia  luscinia.  Golden  Orioles  Oriolus  oriolus  and  a Little 
Bunting  Emberiza  pusilla.  A further  period  of  southeasterly  from  22nd 
until  the  end  of  the  month  brought  more  rarities  to  Fair  Isle:  a 
Woodchat  Shrike  Lanius  senator,  Icterine  Warblers  Hippolais  icterina,  a 
Great  Reed  Warbler  Acrocephalus  arundinaceus,  seven  Scarlet  Rose- 
finches  Carpodacus  erythrinus  and  three  Marsh  Warblers  Acrocephalus 
palustris;  and  in  Orkney,  Golden  Orioles,  Icterine  and  Melodious 
Warblers  Hippolais  polyglotta,  a Red-breasted  Flycatcher  Ficedula  parva, 
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Marsh  Warblers,  12  Scarlet  Rosefinches,  a Thrush  Nightingale,  the 

islands’  first  Tawny  Pipit  Anthus  campestris , a Spanish  Sparrow  Passer 
hispaniolensis  and  a magnificent  Needle-tailed  Swift  Hirundapus  caudacutus, 
which  arrived  on  28th  and  stayed. 


238.  Little  Egret  Egretta  garzetta,  Dorset,  Ma\  1988  (/’.  R Hoardman) 


Divers  to  wildfowl 

Great  Northern  Divers  Gavia  immer  were 
numerous  inshore  around  Islay  (Strath- 
clyde), and  a White-billed  Diver  G.  adamsii 
in  summer  plumage  was  seen  farther 
north,  in  Achnahaird  Bay  (Highland)  on 
31st.  The  regular  Black-browed  Albatross 
Diomedea  melanophris  had  not  returned  to  the 
Hermaness  (Shetland)  gannetry,  but  one 
was  photographed  at  sea  over  the  Dogger 
Bank  (North  Sea)  on  21st.  Southern  herons 
became  commoner  throughout  the  month, 
but  mainly  in  the  south  of  Britain  and 
Ireland.  Little  Bitterns  Ixobrychus  minutus 
were  seen  at  Starcross  (Devon),  on  Guern- 
sey (Channel  Islands)  and  at  Wexford; 
Little  Egrets  Egretta  garzetta  were  reported 
from  12  sites  (plate  238),  singly  except  for 
the  five  together  at  Beaulieu  Mill  Pond 
(Hampshire)  on  26th;  and  of  the  seven 
records  of  Purple  Heron  Ardea  purpurea , 
two  came  from  the  Isles  of  Scilly  and  three 
from  Kent.  Three  Spoonbills  Platalea 
leucorodia  could  be  found  along  the  North 
Norfolk  coast,  one  on  the  Suffolk  coast  and 
two  on  the  Kent  coast.  With  little  move- 
ment this  month,  wildfowl  reports  were 
few:  five  single  Ruddy  Shelducks  Tadoma 
ferruginea  were  part  of  the  increasing  band 


of  escapees,  and  two  American  Wigeons 
Anas  americana,  a Teal  A.  crecca  of  the 
Nearctic  race  carolinensis,  a Blue-winged 
Teal  A.  discors,  and  a Ring-necked  Duck 
Ayihya  collaris , marooned  on  this  side  of  the 
Atlantic,  did  not  stay  long  where  they  were 
found.  A Falcated  Duck  Anasfalcata  stayed 
at  Cley  (Norfolk)  from  7th,  departing  on 
15th.  Long-staying  wintering  Surf  Scoters 
Melanitta perspicillala  could  still  be  found  off 
Aberdeen  (Grampian)  until  22nd,  when 
two  were  present.  Ruddy  Ducks  Oxyura 
jamaicensis  continue  to  appear  more  widely, 
one  reaching  North  Ronaldsay  (Orkney) 
on  3rd. 

Birds  of  prey 

Six  Honey  Buzzards  Pemis  apivorus  were 
noted,  with  two  in  Orkney  and  two  on  Fair 
Isle,  both  on  25th;  and  there  were  a further 
nine  sightings  of  Black  Kites  Milvus  migrans 
from  England  and  Wales.  In  contrast, 
there  were  just  three  reports  of  Red  Kites 
M.  milvus  outside  Wales.  A White-tailed 
Eagle  Haliaeetus  albicilla  at  Minsmere  (Suf- 
folk) was  an  unseasonal  sighting  there,  but 
one  on  Rathlin  Island  (Co.  Antrim)  on 
24th  was  not  unexpected,  being  near  to  the 
Hebridean  releases.  There  were  six  reports 
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of  Montagu’s  Harriers  Circus  pygargus  in 
English  southeast  coastal  districts,  and 
late  Rough-legged  Buzzards  Buteo  lagopus 
were  seen  on  Rathlin  Island  until  19th,  at 
Gibraltar  Point  (Lincolnshire)  on  21st,  and 
from  Hickling  (Norfolk)  on  27th.  Off- 
course  Ospreys  Pandion  haliaetus  were  com- 
monly reported;  of  the  39  sightings  outside 
Scotland,  19  were  on  the  British  east  coast 
and  five  were  on  Orkney,  all  bar  one  of 
singles.  The  five  Red-footed  Falcons  Falco 
vespertinus  found  across  southern  England 
were  probably  finding  insect  prey  scarce  in 
the  cool  conditions. 

Wading  birds 

With  the  incidence  of  easterly  winds,  a 
good  variety  of  wading  birds  passed 
through.  Lone  Cranes  Crus  grus  wandered 
along  (he  British  east  coast,  two  getting 
together  at  Cley  on  5th;  a Black-winged 
Stilt  Himantopus  himanlopus  was  on  the 
Hayle  Estuary  (Cornwall)  on  3rd;  and 
single  Stone-curlews  Burhinus  oedicnernus , 
as  last  month,  were  unexpected  finds  at 
Leasowe  (Merseyside),  at  Brading  (Isle  of 
Wight),  on  Cape  Clear  Island  (Co.  Cork) 
and  at  Houghton  Regis  (Bedfordshire),  all 
in  the  first  half  of  the  month.  A small 
influx  of  Kentish  Plovers  Charadrius  alexan- 
drintis  took  place;  of  the  14  reported,  most 
were  in  the  southeast  of  England,  but  one 
at  Haverigg  (Cumbria)  was  new  for  that 
county.  The  Greater  Sand  Plover  C.  lesche- 
naultii  found  in  April  at  Dawlish  Warren 
(Devon)  stayed  until  4th,  and  a further 
report  was  of  one  at  St  Brides  Wentlloog 
(Gwent)  on  16th,  but  even  rarer  and  more 
elusive  was  a Caspian  Plover  C . asiaticus 
on  St  Agnes  (Scilly),  seen  only  on  21st. 
Early  in  the  month.  Dotterels  C.  morinellus 
were  reported  in  small  groups  pausing  on 

239  & 240.  Mediterranean  Gull  Imtus  mela- 
nocephalus , Merseyside,  May  1988  (Steve 

Young) 


their  way  north,  with  24  on  Pendle  Hill 
(Lancashire)  on  9th  being  the  largest; 
thereafter  stragglers  were  noted.  Amer- 
ican Golden  Plovers  Pluvialis  dominica  were 
found  at  Sandwich  Bay  (Kent),  between 
5th  and  16th,  and  as  a new  species  for 
Spurn  (Humberside)  on  20th  to  26th.  A 
total  of  27  Temminck’s  Stints  Calidris 
temminckii  was  reported  from  19  localities 
scattered  mainly  across  east  England,  and 
Broad-billed  Sandpipers  Limicola  falcinel- 
lus  were  good  finds,  with  ten  reported, 
including  three  together  at  Cliffe  (Kent) 
on  27th.  Further  Nearctic  species  found 
were  a Lesser  Yellowlegs  Tringa  flavipes  at 
Fairburn  Ings  (North  Yorkshire)  on  5th. 
two  more  Spotted  Sandpipers  Actitis  macu- 
laria,  at  Barn  Elms  Reservoirs  (London)  on 
16th  and  on  Guernsey  on  25th,  and  a 
Wilson’s  Phalarope  Phalaropus  tricolor  at 
Leighton  Moss  (Lancashire)  on  24th  and 
25th. 

Skuas  to  terns 

The  menacing,  controlled  flying  power  of 
Pomarine  Skuas  Stercorarius  pomarinus  excites 
the  imagination,  so  the  sight  of  75  on  1st 
and  69  on  7th  on  passage  at  Dungeness 
(Kent)  was  impressive,  as  were  24  in  the 
Solway  Firth  (Cumbria)  on  4th.  No  less 
exciting  were  Long-tailed  Skuas  S.  longi- 
caiidus,  with  one  in  the  Solway  Firth  on  1st, 
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three  at  Balranald  (Western  Isles)  on  18th. 
It  was  a quiet  month  for  gulls,  most  having 
moved  away  to  breeding  sites,  but  six 
Mediterranean  Gulls  Lams  melanocephalus, 
mainly  single  wanderers,  were  seen  in  Eng- 
land and  Wales  (plates  239  & 240)  and  a 
Franklin’s  Gull  L.  pipixcan  stopped  briefly  at 
Fairburn  Ings  (North  Yorkshire)  on  17th. 
Unusual  spring  records  were  of  Sabine’s 
Gulls  L.  sabini,  with  one  at  Whitehaven 
(Cumbria)  on  1st  and  2nd,  and  others  at 
East  Gullane  Point  (Lothian)  on  23rd  and  in 
the  Bristol  Channel  (Avon)  on  30th.  Cas- 
pian Terns  Sterna  caspia  were  found  inland  at 
five  sites  on  7th  and  8th,  one  at  Winthorpe 
(Nottinghamshire)  staying  until  12th;  two 
others  were  seen  later,  at  Minsmere  on  1 1th, 
and  in  northwest  Norfolk  on  26th.  As  in  the 
previous  year,  a Lesser  Crested  Tern  S. 
bengalensis  appeared  in  the  tern  colony  on  the 
Fame  Islands  (Northumberland)  on  12th. 
The  ten  sightings  of  Whiskered  Terns 
Chlidonias  hybridus  probably  involved  a few 
individuals  moving  through  southern  Eng- 
land and  Ireland.  Inland  passage  of  Black 
Terns  C.  niger  was  patchy,  with  27  at  Church 
Wilne  Reservoir  (Derbyshire)  on  27th  being 
a notable  concentration. 

Swifts  to  passerines 

Four  Alpine  Swifts  Aptis  melba  were  reported 
in  the  south  of  England,  but  four  of  the  nine 

Recent  reports 


sightings  of  Bee-eaters  Merops  apiaster  were 
in  northern  England,  as  were  five  of  the  13 
Hoopoes  L'pupa  epops.  A Red-rumped  Swal- 
low Himndo  daurica  flew  through  Spurn  Point 
on  31st,  with  another  reported  earlier,  in 
Kent  on  10th.  A Richard's  Pipit  Anthus 
novaeseelandiae  was  an  unusual  spring  record 
on  Blakeney  Point  (Norfolk)  on  11th,  but 
more  expected  were  the  further  seven 
Tawny  Pipits  in  southern  England  and 
Ireland;  and  of  the  seven  Red-throated 
Pipits  A.  cervinus,  three  were  on  Blakeney 
Point  on  18th.  Four  additional  grey-headed 
Yellow  Wagtails  and  three  more  Thrush 
Nightingales  were  found  on  southeast 
coasts,  and,  apart  from  ten  on  the  Isle  of 
May  (Fife),  Bluethroats  were  found  in  small^ 
numbers  all  along  the  east  coast  of  Britain. 
Up  to  15  Subalpine  Warblers  Sylvia  cantillaris 
were  seen,  a Sardinian  Warbler  S.  melano- 
cephala  was  in  the  Isles  of  Scilly  on  10th  and 
11th,  and  there  were  two  Bonelli’s  Warb- 
lers Phylloscopus  bonelli  and  four  other  British 
east  coast  Red-breasted  Flycatchers.  Single 
Red-backed  Shrikes  were  found  all  along 
the  east  coast  of  Britain,  a Lesser  Grey 
Shrike  Lanius  minor  was  a new  species  for  the 
Borders,  and  nine  more  Woodchat  Shrikes 
were  scattered  across  England  and  Ireland. 
A Raven  Corvus  corax  stayed  at  Minsmere 
from  15th  to  20th,  a male  Lapland  Bunting 
Calcarius  lapponicus  graced  Blakeney  Point  in 
mid  month,  and  six  splendid  Ortolan 
Buntings  Emberiza  hortulana  were  found  in 
the  first  two  weeks,  one  at  Walney  being  the 
first  live  record  for  Cumbria. 


Compiled  by  Mark  Boyd 

This  summary  covers  the  period  18th  July-14th  August  1988 


Wilson’s  Petrel  Oceanites  oceanicus  Beyond 
Cornwall,  up  to  16  on  ‘pellagic’  trips. 
Tristram’s  Storm  Petrel  Oceanodroma 
trislrami  Beyond  Cornwall,  3rd  August. 
Greater  Sand  Plover  Charadrius  leschenaultii 
Walney  Island  (Cumbria),  22nd  July-5th 
August. 


Stilt  Sandpiper  Micropalama  himantopus 
Lady’s  Island  Lake  (Co.  Wexford),  lst-3rd 
August;  Ballycotton  (Co.  Cork),  7th  August. 
Caspian  Tern  Sterna  caspia  Ballycotton,  two, 
7th-9th  August,  one  to  13th;  Chew  Valley 
Lake  (Avon),  13th  August. 


Rarities  Committee 


Sponsored  by 

ZEISS 


West  Germany 


List  of  species 

The  following  species,  and  also  any  which  would  be  new  to  Category  A of 
the  British  and  Irish  list,  are  considered  by  the  British  Birds  Rarities 
Committee.  Details  of  some  well-marked  subspecies  (e.g.  leal  of  the  North 
American  race  Anas  crecca  carolinensis , Yellow  W agtail  of  the  black-headed 
race  Motacilla fiava  feldegg)  are  also  required. 


White-billed  Diver 
Pied-billed  Grebe 
Black-browed  Albatross 
Capped  Petrel 
Bulwer’s  Petrel 
Little  Shearwater 
Wilson’s  Petrel 
White-faced  Petrel 
Madeiran  Petrel 
Magnificent  Frigatebird 
American  Bittern 
Little  Bittern 
Night  Heron 
Green  Heron 
Squacco  Heron 
Cattle  Egret 
Little  Egret 
Great  White  Egret 
Black  Stork 
Glossy  Ibis 

Lesser  White-fronted  Goose 
Red-breasted  Goose 
American  Wigeon 
Baikal  Teal 
Black  Duck 
Blue-winged  Teal 
Ring-necked  Duck 
King  Eider 
Stcller's  Eider 
Harlequin  Duck 
Surf  Scoter 
Bufflehead 
Hooded  Merganser 


Black  Kite 
White-tailed  Eagle 
Egyptian  Vulture 
Griffon  Vulture 
Pallid  Harrier 
Spotted  Eagle 
Lesser  Kestrel 
American  Kestrel 
Red-footed  Falcon 
Eleonora’s  Falcon 
Gyrfalcon 
Sora  Rail 
Little  Crake 
Baillon’s  Crake 
Allen’s  Gallinule 
American  Purple  Gallinule 
American  Coot 
Sandhill  Crane 
Little  Bustard 
Houbara  Bustard 
Great  Bustard 
Black-winged  Stilt 
Cream-coloured  Courser 
Collared  Pratincole 
Black-winged  Pratincole 
Semipalmated  Plover 
Killdeer 

Greater  Sand  Plover 
Caspian  Plover 
American  Golden  Plover 
Pacific  Golden  Plover 
Sociable  Plover 
White-tailed  Plover 


Semipalmated  Sandpiper 
Western  Sandpiper 
Red-necked  Stint 
Long-toed  Stint 
Least  Sandpiper 
White-rumped  Sandpiper 
Baird's  Sandpiper 
Sharp-tailed  Sandpiper 
Broad-billed  Sandpiper 
Stilt  Sandpiper 
Great  Snipe 
Short-billed  Dowitcher 
Long-billed  Dowitcher 
Hudsonian  Godwit 
Little  Whimbrel 
Eskimo  Curlew 
Upland  Sandpiper 
Marsh  Sandpiper 
Greater  Yellowlegs 
Lesser  Yellowlegs 
Solitary  Sandpiper 
Terek  Sandpiper 
Spotted  Sandpiper 
Grey-tailed  Tattler 
Wilson's  Phalarope 
Great  Black-headed  Gull 
Laughing  Gull 
Franklin’s  Gull 
Bonaparte's  Gull 
Slender-billed  Gull 
Ross's  Gull 
Ivory  Gull 
Gull-billed  Tern 
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Caspian  Tern 
Royal  Tern 
Lesser  Crested  Tern 
Aleutian  Tern 
Forster’s  Tern 
Bridled  Tern 
Sooty  Tern 
Whiskered  Tern 
White-winged  Black  Tern 
Briinnich’s  Guillemot 
Pallas’s  Sandgrouse 
Rufous  Turtle  Dove 
Great  Spotted  Cuckoo 
Black-billed  Cuckoo 
Yellow-billed  Cuckoo 
Scops  Owl 
Eagle  Owl 
Snowy  Owl 
Hawk  Owl 
Tengmalm’s  Owl 
Red-necked  Nightjar 
Egyptian  Nightjar 
Common  Nighthawk 
Needle-tailed  Swift 
Chimney  Swift 
Pallid  Swift 
Pacific  Swift 
Alpine  Swift 
Little  Swift 
Belted  Kingfisher 
Blue-cheeked  Bee-eater 
Bee-eater 
Roller 

Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker 
Calandra  Lark 
Bimaculated  Lark 
White-winged  Lark 
Short-toed  Lark 
Lesser  Short-toed  Lark 
Crested  Lark 
Red-rumped  Swallow 
Cliff  Swallow 
Blyth’s  Pipit 
Olive-backed  Pipit 
Pechora  Pipit 
Red-throated  Pipit 
American  Pipit 
Citrine  Wagtail 
Alpine  Accentor 
Rufous  Bush  Robin 
Thrush  Nightingale 
Siberian  Rubythroat 
Red-flanked  Bluetail 


White-throated  Robin 
Isabelline  Wheatear 
Pied  Wheatear 
Black-eared  Wheatear 
Desert  Wheatear 
White-crowned  Black 
Wheatear 
Black  Wheatear 
Rock  Thrush 
White’s  Thrush 
Siberian  Thrush 
Hermit  Thrush 
Swainson’s  Thrush 
Grey-cheeked  Thrush 
Veery 

Eye-brow  ed  Thrush 
Dusky  Thrush 
Black-throated  Thrush 
American  Robin 
Fan-tailed  Warbler 
Pallas’s  Grasshopper 
Warbler 

Lanceolated  Warbler 
River  Warbler 
Moustached  Warbler 
Paddvfield  Warbler 
Blyth’s  Reed  Warbler 
Great  Reed  Warbler 
Thick-billed  Warbler 
Olivaceous  Warbler 
Booted  Warbler 
M armora’s  Warbler 
Spectacled  Warbler 
Subalpine  Warbler 
Sardinian  Warbler 
Riippell’s  Warbler 
Desert  Warbler 
Orphean  Warbler 
Green  Warbler 
Greenish  Warbler 
Arctic  Warbler 
Pallas’s  Warbler 
Radde’s  Warbler 
Dusky  Warbler 
Bonelli’s  Warbler 
Collared  Flycatcher 
V\  allcreeper 
Short-toed  Treecreeper 
Penduline  Fit 
Brown  Shrike 
Isabelline  Shrike 
Lesser  Grey  Shrike 
Woodchat  Shrike 


Nutcracker 
Daurian  Starling 
Rose-coloured  Starling 
Spanish  Sparrow' 

Rock  Sparrow' 
Philadelphia  Vireo 
Red-eyed  Vireo 
Citril  Finch 
Arctic  Redpoll 
Two-barred  Crossbill 
Parrot  Crossbill 
Trumpeter  Finch 
Pine  Grosbeak 
Evening  Grosbeak 
Black-and-white  Warbler 
Tennessee  Warbler 
Parula  Warbler 
Yellow  Warbler 
Chestnut-sided  Warbler 
Cape  May  Warbler 
Magnolia  Warbler 
Yellow-rumped  Warbler 
Blackpoll  Warbler 
American  Redstart 
Ovenbird 

Northern  Waterthrush 
Yellowthroat 
Hooded  Warbler 
Wilson’s  Warbler 
Summer  Tanager 
Scarlet  Tanager 
Rufous-sided  Towhee 
Savannah  Sparrow 
Fox  Sparrow 
Song  Sparrow 
White-crowned  Sparrow 
White-throated  Sparrow 
Dark-eyed  Junco 
Pine  Bunting 
Rock  Bunting 
Cretzschmar’s  Bunting 
Yellow-browed  Bunting 
Rustic  Bunting 
Little  Bunting 
Yellow-breasted  Bunting 
Pallas’s  Reed  Bunting 
Black-headed  Bunting 
Rose-breasted  Grosbeak 
Indigo  Bunting 
Bobolink 
Northern  Oriole 


All  reports  oj  the  rare  birds  on  this  list  seen  in  Britain  should  be  submitted  to  the  Secretary  oj  the  BBRC, 
preferably  via  the  appropriate  county  or  regional  recorder.  Copies  oJ  the  BBRC  Record  Form,  which  should  be 
used  (or  its  format Jot 'lowed)  when  submitting  records,  can  be  obtained  free  ( but  please  supply  a SAE)  from  the 
BBRC  Secretary,  Michael  J.  Rogers,  Bag  End,  Churchtown,  Towednack,  Cornwall  TR26MZ. 
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ANNOUNCING 


RAPTOURS 

Join  Bill  Clark, 
author  of  N.Am. 
raptor  guide 
on  a raptor 
watching  tour. 


★ Dec  88  S.  Texas 
Winter  Raptor 
Workshop 

★ Jan  89  Senegal, 
African  Raptors 

★ Feb  89  Mexico, 
Raptors  & Ruins 


Write  for  brochure  to: 

RAPTOURS 

Box  8(X)8,  Silver  Spring, 

MD  20907,  USA 

(D374) 


BOKMAKIERIE 

the  popular  ornithological 
magazine  of  Southern  Africa 

Subscriptions  for 
Institutional  Membership 
£20.00  US  $40.00 
Individual  Membership 
£15.00  US  $30.00 
which  constitutes 
membership  of  the 
SOUTHERN  AFRICAN 
ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY 
and  you  will  also  receive  its 
scientific  journal 

THE  OSTRICH 
Write  to  P.O.  Box  87234, 
Houghton,  Johannesburg, 
South  Africa,  2041 


WATCHING 


GET  THE  BEST  OUT 
OF  YOUR  HOBBY 

Treat  yourself  to  an 
annual  subscription  to 
Bird  Watching,  the 
monthly  magazine  that 
does  the  leg  work  for  you. 
The  luxury  of  having  your 
copy  delivered  straight  to 
your  door  is  easy  to 
arrange,  simply  fill  in  the 
coupon  opposite. 

(D359) 


on  I 


Rates:  UK  £ 1 7.00  Overseas  surface  mail  £20.00 
Please  send  me  one  year’s  subscription  to  Bird 
Watching  commencing  with  the  issue  dated 


Name 

Address 


Post  Code 

I enclose  cheque/postal  order  for  the  sum  of 

£ OR  please  debit  my  Access/ 

Visa/American  E.xpress/Diners  Club  account 

with  the  sum  of  £ 

Card  No 

Signature  

Please  send  to:  Bird  Watching 
Subscriptions,  PO  Box  500,  Leicester, 
LE99  0AA 

SC  33 


_J 
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Classified  Advertisements 

All  advertisements  must  be 

PREPAID 

and  sent  to 

British  Birds  Advertising 
Fountains,  Park  Lane,  Blunham, 
Bedford  MK44  3NJ. 

Telephone  0621  815085 

Rates 

(including  15%  VAT) 

£2.10  a line — average  of  6 words 

£8.00  a centimetre — 

min.  2 centimetres 

Box  Number  counts  as  2 words  is 

£1 .00  extra  per  insertion 

Replies  should  be  sent  to  the 

above  address 

Series  Discounts 

3 insertions  for  the  price  of  2 
6 insertions  for  the  price  of  4 


Copy  Date 
5th  of  month 
preceding  publication 

Please  post  early 
to  avoid  disappointment. 


HO  LI  DA  Y A CCOMMODA  TION 
ENGLAND 


Tlir  Beautiful  Georgian  Hotel 

i Itit  Excellent  Food  & Accommodation 

Lawns  Hoit,  Norfolk. 

HOTEL,,  (02«)  713390  ^ 


CLEY 
5 miles 

Bargain 

Breaks 

IBB3841 


FARM  COTTAGES  between  Lindisfarne  Re- 
serve and  The  Fames.  Comfortable  and  well 
equipped.  Sorry  no  pets.  Brochure:  Mr  J. 
McNish.  Outchester  Farm,  Belford,  Northum- 
berland. Tel:  066  83  336.  (BB386) 


RYDAL.  Three  cottages,  sleep  4 and  6,  weekly 
lets.  Fisher  Hoggarth,  52  Kirkland,  Kendal.  Tel: 
0539  22592,  office  hours.  (BB460) 

ISLES  OF  SCILLY — Seaview  Moorings,  St. 
Mary’s.  Personal  service  from  resident 
proprietors,  Tony  and  Linda.  Overlooking 
harbour,  close  to  quay  and  town — licensed — in- 
room tea  and  coffee  making  facilities — extensive 
breakfast  menu — pets  welcome.  SAE  for  details 
or  telephone  Tony  or  Linda  Dingley  on  0720 
22327.  ’ (BB360) 


ISLES  OF  SCILLY.  Self  catering.  3 to  6.  Linen, 
towels  provided.  Well  furnished  and  equipped. 
Nerina,  Church  Road,  St  Mary’s.  Tel:  0720 
22479.  (BB546) 


British  Birds 

is  most  grateful  to  those 
companies  which  support 
the  magazine  by  their 
sponsorship: 


ISLES  OF  SCILLY.  Santa  Maria.  Sally  Port,  St 
Mary’s.  A licensed  guest  house  ideally  situated 
100  yards  from  the  monitoring  and  information 
centre  for  birdwatchers  at  Porthcressa.  Home 
cooking  and  a warm  welcome  awaits  you  from 
Roger  and  Pamela  Savage.  Small  flatlet  for 
couple  also  available,  l ei:  0720  22687.  (BB560) 


Sponsors  of 
the 

Rarities  Committee 


Sponsors  o) 

‘Monthly 
marathon ’ 

Christopher  Helm  ' E Sponsors  of 
and  yy  ‘Bird 

Collins  I Photograph 

of  the  Year  ’ 

Sponsors  of 
‘ Bird 

Illustrator  of 

the  Year’  ' telescopes 


ZEISS 

West  Germany 


CHARLTON  HOUSE  HOTEL,  Dawlish.  AA / 
RAC  two  star.  Excellent  food.  Exe  Estuary  and 
Dawlish  Warren.  Dawlish  863260.  (BB542) 

ISLES  OF  SCILLY.  Guest  house,  en  suite 
rooms,  tea/coffee  facilities,  licensed.  Close  to 
harbour,  nature  trail.  Good  food,  friendly  atmos- 
phere, The  Bylet,  Church  Road,  St  Man  's.  Tel: 
0720  22479.  ' (BB545) 


EXMOOR.  Peaceful  s/catering  c/heated  holiday 
homes  in  National  Trust  Village.  Marshes, 
woods  and  moorland — rich  in  birdlife.  Reduced 
spring/autumn  terms.  Open  all  year.  Stamp  to 
Sheila  Wright,  Pack  Horse,  Allerford,  nr  Mine- 
head.  Tel:  0643  862475.  (BB535) 

SIBTON  (NR  MINSMERE),  The  White  Horse 
Inn.  A charming  16th  century  freehouse  in  3 
acres,  en  suite  accommodation  available  in 
modern  block,  bed  & breakfast  or  weekly  rates. 
Ample  car  parking.  CC  location  site.  Bar  snacks 
or  rest,  meals  avail.  Eel:  Peasenhall  337.  (BB365) 
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WINDMILL  AND  TWO  COTTAGES.  Five 
miles  Blakeney.  Phone  01-88:1  8137  for  colour 
brochure.  (BB488) 

NORFOLK,  CLEY-NEXT-SEA  1 MILE.  Flint 
stones  Guest  House,  Wiveton  Holt.  Full  C/H, 
FI&C,  tea/coflee  making  fat  s.  Col  TV  all  rooms. 
Evening  meal  optional.  Open  nearly  all  year. 
Please  ring  for  brochure.  Sorry  No  Smoking.  Tel: 
0263  740337.  (BB596) 

BLAKENEY  — we  offer  comfort,  warmth,  bed 
and  breakfast,  own  bathroom  and  sitting  room. 
Tel:  Cley  740876.  (BB593) 

MINSMERE  12  miles.  BB  or  BB&Fi 
meals.  Excellent  farmhouse  cooking  with 
friendly  atmosphere.  Daily  or  weekly  rates. 
I el:  Ubbeston  (098683)  235  for  reserva- 
tions. (BB522) 

OLD  HUNSTANTON,  NORFOLK.  The 

Lodge  Hotel,  former  17th  century  Dower  House 
(family  run),  offering  a warm  and  friendly  wel- 
come. Conveniently  situated  Holme  and  Fitch- 
well  Reserves.  Good  food,  central  heating,  log 
fires,  all  rooms  en-suite.  Brochures:  telephone 
0485328%.  (BB469) 

HOLY  ISLAND.  2-bed  house,  sleeps  4/6.  C.H. 
well-equipped.  Tel:  066142345.  (BB330) 

WELLS-NEXT-THE-SEA,  Norfolk.  Two  com- 
fortable cottages,  sleep  4 and  6.  Fel:  0328 
711126.  (BB598) 

ISLES  OF  SCILLY,  The  Wheelhouse,  St. 
Marys.  Licensed  Guest  House.  Open  all 
year  round,  good  food  and  comfortable 
surroundings  next  to  the  log  count  venue. 
Tel:  0720  22719.  (BB536) 

EXMOOR  for  country  and  animal  lovers.  Farm- 
house accommodation,  bed  and  breakfast  and 
evening  meal,  or  self-catering  cottage.  Details 
from:  French,  Brendon  Barton,  Lynton,  Devon. 
Tel:  05987  201.  (BB581) 

SCILLY  ISLES.  Holiday  flat.  Details  0720 
22935.  (BB532) 

ISLES  OF  SCILLY,  Mincarlo  Guest  House,  St. 
Mary’s.  Superbly  situated  in  own  grounds  over- 
looking the  harbour.  Write  to:  Colin  Duncan  or 
Tel:  072022513.  (BB503) 

NORTH  NORFOLK — Glavenside  guest  house 
in  Letheringsett,  5 miles  inland  from  sea  at 
Blakeney,  Cley  and  Salthouse.  River  Glaven 
works  adjoining  mill  & flows  through  4 acres  of 
garden  on  its  way  to  sea  at  Cley.  Tel:  Holt  (0263) 
713181.  ’ (BB530) 


15TH  C.  COACHING  INN  midway  Ross/ 
Hereford  amidst  gentle  wooded  hills,  two  fields 
from  River  Wye.  A comfortable  and  informal 
place  wtih  proper  emphasis  on  real  food,  real 
ales  and  civilised  prices.  Log  fires.  C.H.  15 
bedrooms  inc.  four  poster,  all  en-suite,  tea / 
coffee,  colour  T.V..  Radio.  Hair  Dryers,  Trouser 
Presses  etc,  Egon  Ronay.  Relais  Routier,  E.T.B. 
Three  Crowns,  A. A.  and  R.A.C.  2 Stars.  Charm- 
ing self  catering  cottages  also  available.  Apply 
the  Green  Man  Inn,  Fownhope,  Hereford  HR1 
4PE. Tel:  (0432  77)  2 13.  (BB470) 

‘ORCHARD  HOUSE’,  Thornham,  Norfolk, 
B/B  and  S/C.  048  526  259.  (BB417) 

SOMERSET.  18th  century  Honeycombe  Cot- 
tage, Bagiev,  South  Isle  of  Wedmore.  Superb 
views  Somerset  levels.  Fine  English  cooking,  log 
fire,  CH.  En  suite  rooms.  Excellent  birdwatch- 
ing. Phone  0934  712953.  Details  and 

brochure.  (BB562) 

CLEY.  Attractive  house  in  village,  four  bed- 
rooms, large  garden,  garage,  c.h.  Available  all 
year.  Details  from  Mrs  E.  Album,  47  Lyndale 
Avenue,  London  NW2.  Tel:  01-431  2942. 

(BB348) 

NR.  NTH  NEK  RESERVES  Licensed  Guest 
House  run  by  birders  for  birders.  Jean  & Tony 
Bellars,  Haydn  House,  Avenue  Road,  Hunstan- 
ton. Tel:  331 15.  (BB633) 

GARA  MILL,  Slapton.  Comfortable,  warm  self- 
catering  Cedar  Lodges  carefully  sited  in  four 
acres  overlooking  river  and  woods.  2 C.H.  flats  in 
16th  c.  cornmil!  available  all  year.  Sleeps  2-6. 
Dogs  welcome.  For  brochure  ring  Stoke  Fleming 
(0803)770295.  (BB394) 

CLEY.  3 Quality  cottages  (sleep  4.  6 and  6+2). 
Quiet.  Comfortable.  F.xcellent  value.  Brochure: 
(0353)740770.  (BB618) 

COUNTRY  COTTAGES  between  Alnwick  & 
Belford  sleep  up  to  6.  Fully  equipped,  self- 
catering, available  throughout  the  year.  Well 
placed  for  Holy  Island  & Fame  Islands,  Cheviot 
Hills  and  many  places  of  natural  Fteauty.  S.A.E.: 
Lady  Gadsden,  606  Gilbert  House,  Barbican, 
London  EC2Y  8BD.  Tel:  01-6389968.  (BB623) 

NR  MINSMERE.  Bed  and  breakfast  at  16th  c. 
moated  farmhouse  in  peaceful  country  setting. 
Hill  House. Sibton. Tel:  Yoxford662.  (BB624) 

OLD  HUNSTANTON,  NORFOLK.  Overlook- 
ing the  Wash.  Fully  equipped  holiday  cottages, 
col  TV’,  gas  CH.  Close  beach,  available  all  year. 
Mrs  l.indsay,  4 Marks  Road,  Warlingham,  Sur- 
rey CR3  9SH.  Tel:  L'pper  Warlingham  (088-32) 
2013.  " (BB626) 

FARM  COTTAGES  Ftetween  Holy  Island,  The 
Fames  and  Cheviots.  Comfortable,  well  equip- 
ped. Mrs  Nixon,  Swinhoe,  Belford,  NorthumFter- 
land.  Tel:  066  83  370.  (BB631) 
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SCOTLAND 

ISLE  OF  ISLAY,  Lochside  Hotel.  Situated  on 
the  edge  of  Loch  Indaal.  Birdwatching  all  the 
year  round.  Superb  2 star  accommodation  with 
full  central  heating.  All  rooms  have  private 
bathroom  or  shower  with  wash  hand  basin, 
colour  TV,  radio,  telephone  & tea/coffee  making 
facilities.  Fully  licensed.  Brochure  & tariff  from 
proprietor  Mrs  Eileen  McNab.  Lochside  Hotel, 
Bowmore,  Isle  of  Islay,  Argyll  PA43  7LB.  Tel: 
Bowmore  (049-68 1)244/265.  (BB599) 


THE  HOTEL,  Isle  of  Colonsay,  Argyll  PA61 
7YP.  Demi-pension  (Private  bath)  from  £30.00. 
Details,  brochures,  map  (bird  list  on  request). 
Tel:  09512  316.  (BB582) 

CAIRNGORMS— NETHYBRIDGE,  choice  of 
unique  converted  smithy  or  hay  loft/cottages 
close  to  Loch  Garten  Osprey.  STB  Four  Crown 
“Commended”.  Sleeping  2-9.  £80-£315  p.w.  Mrs 
C.  Patrick,  Chapelton  Place,  Forres.  Tel:  0309 
72505.  (BB595) 

NORTH  WEST  HIGHLANDS,  Dundonnell 
Hotel,  AA/RAC  3 star  and  4 crowns  commended 
by  Scottish  Tourist  Board,  just  south  of  Ulla- 
pool, ideal  location  for  hill  walkers,  birdwatchers 
and  those  who  enjoy  the  open  spaces.  Private 
bathrooms,  col  TV,  full  c.h.  Two  fully  serviced 
luxury  flats  now  available.  Each  sleeps  4 per- 
sons. Send  for  col  brochure/tariff  giving  details 
of  holiday  offers  on  selected  dates,  to  Selbie 
Florence,  Dundonnell  Hotel,  by  Garve,  Ross- 
shire.  Tel:  085  48.3  234.  (BB492) 


ARGYLL  COAST.  Simple  traditional  cottages 
on  quiet  estate.  Nature  Conservancy  SSSI. 
Unspoiled  scenery.  Otters,  wildcats,  much  bird- 
life.  Use  of  dinghy.  Sorry  no  dogs.  SAE:  Mrs 
Maclean,  Ardpatrick.  Tarbert,  Argyll.  Tel: 
(08802)608.  (BB517) 

ISLAY,  GEESE.  Warm  cottages  sleep  8,  7 or  2. 
Lady  Wilson,  Ancala,  Port  Charlotte.  Tel: 
289.'  (BB400) 

FINSTOWN,  mainland,  Orkney.  Stay  with  a 
local  birder.  Bed  and  breakfast.  (E.M.  optional). 
Williams,  Fairholm,  Finstown.  Tel:  0856 
76317.  (BB625) 

WALES 

ABERGYNOLWYN  — bird  watchers/walkers 
paradise.  Peaceful,  scenic  area  of  Mid  Wales. 
Homely  accommodation.  C/H,  H&C,  dogs 
welcome.  B&B  £7/£8,  EM  £3.50.  Details  sae, 
Riverside  Guest  House,  Abergynolwyn,  Tywyn, 
Gwynedd. Tel:  0654  77235.  (BB600) 


ANGLESEY.  Excellent  Sea  watching,  Waders, 
Wildfowl  and  Breeders.  Comfortable,  residen- 
tial centre,  wholesome  food,  ideal  for  Club  or 
Group  field  trips.  Local  information  and  advice. 
Ian  Wright,  Outdoor  Alternative,  Rhoscolyn, 
Holyhead  I.t65  2NQ.  Tel:  0407  860469.  (BB573) 

ANGLESEY.  Superb  beachside  hotel  with  mag- 
nificent views.  Ideal  centre  for  bird  watchers  and 
botanists  in  area  noted  for  its  lakes,  reserves  and 
coastline  of  outstanding  beauty.  Come  to  'High- 
ground’  AA/RAC  listed,  licensed,  for  warm 
welcome,  excellent  food  and  accommodation. 
Brochure:  Mrs  Karen  Hayter,  Highground, 
Ravenspoint  Road,  Trearddur  Bay,  Gwynedd 
LL65  2YY.  Tel:  0407  860078.  (BB587) 

TREGARON.  Cambrian  Coffee  Shoppe.  Home  # 
cooking.  B&B,  £8.  Em,  £4.50.  Tel:  Mrs  Knight, 
097  44637.  (BB619) 

IRELAND 

ASHFORD,  CO.  WICKLOW.  24  miles  south  of 
Dublin.  Mod.  self-catering  bungalow,  C/H, 
sleeps  8.  Surrounded  by  scenic  farmland  with 
oak  woods  nearby.  Close  to  Wicklow  mtns  for 
Peregrine,  Ring  Ouzel,  Dipper  and  coastal  mar- 
shes for  passage  and  wintering  birds.  Locally 
breeding  Little  Terns  and  Black  Guillemots. 
One  hour  drive  to  Wexford  Slobs — 8,000  + 
wintering  White-fronted  Geese  and  breeding 
Roseate  Terns.  Family  associated  with  Irish 
Wildbird  Conservancy.  Phone  Dublin  0001- 
852469  after6  p.m.  (BB585) 

OVERSEAS 

MAJORCA,  NORTH.  Familiar  Hotel.  Half- 
board. Special  car  hire  rates  in  low  season.  Tel: 
531998 ‘Oriola’ Pollensa.  (BB454) 

SOUTH  WEST  BRITISH  COLUMBIA, 

Canada.  Bed  and  breakfast,  field  trips.  200  + 
local  species.  BC  total  400+ . Write  for  brochure, 
checklist:  I).  Solecki,  3672  West  1st  Avenue, 
Vancouver,  BC  V6R 1 H2  Canada.  (BB516) 

CAMARGUE.  Secluded  holiday  cottage  on 
farm.  Rogers,  Mas  d’Auphan,  Le  Sambuc,  13200 
ARLES,  France  (0 1 033)  9098904 1 . ( BB6 1 1 ) 


BIRD  WA  TCHING  HO  LI  DA  YS 


Algane  Birdwatch  Limited 

Autumn  migration/winter  visitors.  Guided  5 
day  tours.  Sept. /Nov.  Inclusive.  Castro 
Marim;  Faro  Salinas;  Quinta  da  Rocha 
Estuary;  Cape  St.  Vincent;  Alentejo.  Pelagic 
trips  Sept. /Oct. 

Telephone:  0602  602587  for  details.  (BB541) 
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SPAIN 

Mancha  8c  Central  Sierras 
Dohana  8c  South-West 
Pyrenees  8c  Ebro  Delta 
April,  May,  June  1989 

Tom  Gullick  lives  in  Spain.  He  will 
show  you  the  rarest  birds  in  the  most 
beautiful  and  remote  areas.  Expect  to 
see  5 different  eagles,  3 vultures,  2 
bustards,  2 sandgrouse,  White-headed 
Duck,  Gallinule,  Eagle  Owl,  Black 
Stork,  with  many  ducks,  waders  and 
passerines  on  spring  migration.  Also 
Lammergeier,  Wallcreeper,  Dupont’s 
Lark,  Alpine  Accentor,  Black  Wood- 
pecker on  new  Pyrenees  Tour.  1 1 & 8 
day  tours  for  3-4  persons  only,  by 
Range  Rover.  1 1 years  and  over  1,000 
days  of  field  experience  in  Spain. 

Tom  Gullick,  c/o  Mrs  M.  Parker, 

5 Tile  Barn  Close,  Farnborough, 
Hants.  GUI  4 8LS.  Tel:  0252  54721  3. 

(BB6I6) 


SKOKHOI.ME/SKOMER  ISLANDS,  PEM- 
BROKESHIRE. Thousands  of  seabirds,  carpets 
of  flowers.  Some  courses.  S.a.e.  Dept  RB, 
WWNTG,  7 Market  Street,  Haverfordwest, 
Dyfed  SA6  1 1 NT.  Tel:  Haverfordwest  (0437) 

5462.  (BBIII) 


LAKE  ICHKEUL,  ATLAS 
MOUNTAINS  AND  THE 
SAHARA 

November  5th-1 2th, 
12th-19th,  1 9th-26th 

3 separate  repeats  of  last  year's  highly  successful 
Bird  Watch  Tour  - £360  inc  flight,  full  board,  in  good 
hotels.  1,000  mile  touring  in  air  cond  coach.  British 
and  local  guides  - and  our  unrivalled  knowledge  of 
the  localities.  Write  for  details  and  last  year's  Bird 
List:  Naturewatch  Tours,  Scotsmeadow.  Little 
Horwood,  Milton  Keynes  MK17  0PD.  Tel:  (029671) 
3355.  (BB586) 


WILDLIFE  HOLIDAYS 


BIRDWATCHING/WILDLIFE.  Tented  Safaris. 
Kenya,  30th  December:  Amboseli,  Tsavo  East 
and  West,  Indian  Ocean,  Lake  Jipe.  2 weeks 
£1,125.  Namibia,  7th  April:  Etosha,  Kalahari, 
Fish  River  Canyon.  3 weeks  £1,475.  All  inclusive 
fares.  Itineraries:  ADVENTURE  AFRICA,  1 he 
Square,  Ramsbury,  Wiltshire.  Tel:  0672  20569. 

(BB605) 

PERU  with  ‘BIRDTOUR  PERU’.  Coast.  High- 
lands, Jungle.  Small  groups,  19  days,  £1,750. 
Depart  January,  February,  March,  April.  Itiner- 
ary from:  Birdtour  Peru,  Raeburgh,  Grimoldby, 
Louth,  Lines.  LN11  B I D.  (050782)  8871. 

(BB608) 


WEST  OF  IRELAND.  Wildlife  holidays,  natural 
history  courses,  field  studies  facilities  for  individuals 
and  small  groups.  Good  food  and  comfortable 
accommodation  overlooking  Connemara  mountains 
and  I.ough  Corrib.  Guided  tours  to  Connemara,  the 
Burren  and  the  Cliffs  of  Moher.  Contact  Dr  Tony 
VVhilde,  Corrib  Conservation  Centre,  Ardnasillagh, 
Oughterard,  Co.  Galway.  ( BB426) 


TOURS 


RAPTORS.  Raptor  watching  tours  and  work- 
shops. 1988-1989  schedule  includes:  Trinidad, 
Cape  May,  Israel,  S.  Texas,  Senegal,  Mexico, 
Panama,  Tikal,  Ecuador  and  S.  Arizona.  lours 
led  by  Bill  Clark,  author  of  new  NA  raptor  guide. 
Write  for  brochure  and  schedule  to  Raptours, 
PO  Box  8008.  Silver  Spring,  Ml)  20907  USA. 

(BB520) 

TRINIDAD  &•  TOBAGO  Guided  tours  amidst 
rainforest,  mangrove  swamps  and  savannahs. 
420+  species  recorded.  Superb  accommodation. 
Write  Asa  Wright  Nature  Centre,  c/o  64  Roberts 
St,  Port  of  Spain,  Trinidad;  or  phone  (UK.)  0452 
610005  for  details.  (BB609) 


SITU  A TIONS  l AC  ANT 


SCOTTISH  ORNITHOLOGISTS’  CLUB.  We 

are  looking  for  a Secretary  to  run  the  SOC.  For 
further  information  please  write  to  The  Presi- 
dent, SOC,  21  Regent  Terrace,  Edinburgh  EH7 
5B1.  (BB627) 


BIRD  REPORTS 


ORKNEY  BIRD  REPORT  1987  available  from 
Vishabreck.  Evie,  Orkney  £2.25  including  p&p. 

(BB584) 

FIFE  BIRD  REPORT  ’87.  Illustrations,  articles 
etc.  ’85  and  '86  also  available.  £2.30  each  inc. 
p&p  from  D.  Dickson.  45  Hawthorn  Terrace, 
Thornton  KY I 3DW.  ( BB6 1 7) 

BIRDS  IN  NORTHUMBRIA  1987  now  avail- 
able. £3.40  inc  p&p.  M.  L.  Cadwallender,  32 
Manners  Gardens.  Seaton  Deleval,  Northumber- 
land. (BB620) 


BOOKS 


‘BIRD  BOOKS’.  Good  secondhand  books 
bought  and  sold.  Free  catalogue  from,  and  offers 
to  Briant  Books.  94  Quarry  Lane,  Kelsall, 
Tarporley.  Cheshire  CW6  0NJ.  Tel:  0829  51804. 

(BB528) 

BOOKS  ON  BIRDS.  MAMMALS,  ETC., 
BOUGHT  & SOLD.  Also  Field  Sports.  Big 
Game,  Travel,  Science,  the  Arts,  etc.  Catalogues 
issued.  David  Grayling,  Crosby  Ravensworth, 
Penrith.  Cumbria  CA10  3JP.  09315  282. 

(BB614) 
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HENRY  SOTHERAN  LTD 

Ijondon's  leading  ornithological  hook  stockists 
Catalogue  now  available. 

NEW  specialist  natural  history  bookshop, 
now  open,  containing  our  full  range  of 
bird  books  and  reports, 
plus  a comprehensive  selection  of  other 
natural  history  titles 
(new  and  secondhand) 

HENRY  SOTHERAN  LTD 
2 Princes  Arcade,  Piccadilly, 

London  SW1Y  6DS 
Telephone:  01-439  6151  (BB6I5) 


SCOTTISH  ORNITHOLOGISTS’  CLUB 
THE  BIRD  BOOKSHOP 
1,000  titles  in  stock  ★ Credit  Cards  welcome 
Free  comprehensive  catalogue  from: 

The  Bird  Bookshop 

21  Regent  Terrace,  Edinburgh  EH 7 5BT 

Tel:  031-556  6042  (anytime)  (BB629) 

VISITING  NORTHUMBRIA?  Access  guide 
by  birders  for  birders,  £1.80,  Lindisfarne’s  Birds, 
£2.30,  both  inc  p&p,  M.  L.  Cadwallender,  32 
Manners  Gardens,  Seaton  Deleval,  Northumber- 
land. (BB621) 

LATEST  Natural  History  catalogue  from  'Ave- 
nue Books’,  76  Front  Street,  Tynemouth,  Tyne 
& Wear  NE30  4RG.  (BB622) 

The  original 

BIRDWATCHER’S 
LOGBOOK 

The  most  concise  way  to  record  your 
observations.  Monthly,  annual  and  life 
columns  for  762  species,  plus  1 59 
diary  pages.  Send  £5.50  to: 

Coxton  Publications,  ~ 

Eastwood,  Beverley  Rd,  Walkington,  § 
Beverley,  N.  Humberside  HU17  8RP  “ 


NATURAL  HISTORY  BOOKS.  Secondhand 
and  new,  bought  and  sold.  Catalogues:  J.  E. 
Oliver,  Malt  Cottage,  Croft  Yard,  Wells,  Nor- 
folk. (BB515) 


ORNITHOLOGICAL  GUIDES  in  the  Let’s 
look  at  . . .’  series,  Majorca  SW  Spain,  The 
Camargue,  Montenegro,  Ethiopia,  Eastern  Au- 
stria, South  Morocco,  North  East  Greece,  Van- 
couver and  The  Rockies,  Sri  Lanka,  Lapland  and 
Arctic  Norway,  The  Gambia,  North  \\  est  1 ur- 
key  and  N.  India.  £2.80  per  copy,  Ornitholidays, 
1-3  Victoria  Drive,  Bognor  Regis,  Sussex  P021 
2PW.  (BB493) 

RARE  AND  SECONDHAND  books  on  birds, 
natural  history,  gardening  and  field  sports 
bought  and  sold.  Peter  Blest,  Wateringbury, 
Maidstone,  Kent.  Tel:  0622  812940.  (BB498) 


FOR  SALE 


BIRD  JOURNAL  BACKNUMBERS  SUP- 
PLIED. (BB.  Bird  Study,  County  Reports,  etc.),# 
David  Morgan,  Whitmore,  Umberleigh,  Devon. 

(BB537) 

BB,  an  exceptionally  long  run  of  52  vols  in 
standard  binding:  vols  19  (1925)  to  71  in  good 
condition  (vol  37  absent).  Offers  to:  The  Libra- 
rian, BENHS,  c/o  The  Alpine  Club,  74  South 
Audley  Street,  London  W 1 Y 5FF.  ( BB630) 

PARABOLIC  REFLECTOR  specially  de- 
signed for  recording  birdsong.  Hand  or  tripod 
mounting.  £30  incl  p&p.  SAE  details,  Richard 
Margoschis,  80  Mancetter  Road,  Atherstone 
CV9  1NH.  (BB592) 


DRAWINGS  & PHOTOGRAPHS 
FROM  ‘BB’.  Many  of  the  original 
bird-drawings  and  prints  of  the  bird- 
photographs  published  in  British  Birds 
can  be  purchased.  Letters  containing 
enquiries  or  offers  will  be  forwarded  if 
addressed  to  the  named  individual 
artist  or  photographer,  c/o  Fountains, 
Park  Lane,  Blunham,  Bedford  MK44 
3NJ.  (BB613) 


THAT  WAS  THEN 


BUT  THIS 


GIVE  AS  TOM  GAVE 

The  Royal  Air  Forces  Assoc  Appeals  Dept. 
(D  S)  Portland  Rd,  Malvern,  WR  1 4 2T A 


NOW 


(BB632) 
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British  Birds 


Volume  81  Number  9 September  1988 

417  Rare  breeding  birds  in  the  United  Kingdom  in  1986  Robert  Spencer 
and  the  Rare  Breeding  Birds  Panel 
444  PhotoSpot  26  Lappet-faced  Vulture  H.  Shirihai 
446  Mystery  photographs  135  Red-backed  Shrike  Tim  Inskipp 

448  Monthly  marathon 

449  Cliff  Swallow:  new  to  Britain  and  Ireland  Michael J.  Crosby 

452  Field  identification  of  Pechora  Pipit  C.  D.  R.  Heard  and  G.  Walbridge 

464  Rarities  Committee  news  and  announcements  P.  G.  Lansdown  afid 
the  Rarities  Committee 

465  Seventy-five  years  ago  . . . 

Notes 

466  Peregrines  repeatedly  attacking  stationary  Buzzard  Roger  Q.  Skeen 

466  Wood  Sandpipers  using  tail-pattern  as  visual  signal  in  aggressive  encounters  Ireneusz 
Chojnacki  and  Dr  Tadeusz  Stawarczyk 

469  Dark  neck  spot  of  Pechora  Pipit  Nick  Riddiford  and  Paul  Harvey 

469  Calls  of  Pechora  Pipit  Nick  Riddiford  and  Pete  Ellis 

470  Tongue  spots  of  nestling  Olivaceous  Warblers  J.  Crespo,  E.  Alba  and  M.  Garrido 

Letters 

471  ‘Points  of  view’  H.  John  Harvey 

472  Identification  of  Purple  Heron  Brian  Thomas 
472  Open-country  birds  Dave  Numey 

472  Black-throated  and  white-throated  Black-eared  Wheatears  in  Spain  A.  Aragiies 

472  BOU  list  of  name  changes  Burt  L.  Monroe,  Jr 

Announcements 

473  The  Arcachon  tern 

473  Special  offers  in  British  BirdShop 

Reviews 

473  ‘Where  to  Watch  Birds  in  Bedfordshire,  Berkshire,  Buckinghamshire,  Hertfordshire 
& Oxfordshire’  by  Brian  Clews,  Andrew  Heryet  and  Paul  Trodd  David  Fisher 

474  ‘International  Bird  Identification’  edited  by  P.  J.  Grant,  J.  T.  R.  Sharrock,  S.  Taggar 
and  H.  Shirihai  S.  C.  Madge 

475  ‘Flamingos’  by  Malcolm  and  Carol  Ogilvie  Dr  Tony  Fox 

475  ‘Atlas  van  de  Nederlandse  Vogels’  compiled  by  SOVON  Dr  J.  T.  R.  Sharrock 

476  News  and  comment  Mike  Everett  and  Robin  Prytherch 
479  May  reports  Keith  Allsopp  and  Ian  Dawson 

482  Recent  reports  Dr  Mark  Boyd 

Line-drawings:  417  Slavonian  Grebe  ( Norman  Arlott);  425  Goldeneye  (D.  ,4.  Thelwell);  430 
Hobby  and  Swifts  (D.  A.  Thelwell)-,  431  Quail,  and  Corncrake  (Dave  Numey)',  432  Avocets 
(Gordon  Trunkjield)-,  438  Black  Redstart  (E.  Gorton );  449  Cliff  Swallow  (David  Bakewell);  452 
Pechora  Pipit  (W.  E.  Fletcher)-,  479  Bluethroat  (Martin  Hallam );  480  Broad-billed  Sandpipers, 
Dunlins  and  Ringed  Plovers  (J.  P.  P.  Wilczur) ; 482  Red-throated  Pipit,  and  Lapland  Bunting 
(G.  B.  Brown) 

Front  cover:  Black  Redstart  (Gordon  Tmnkfield):  the  original  drawing  of  this  month’s  cover 
design,  measuring  18.6  X 20.8  cm,  is  for  sale  in  a postal  auction  (see  page  31  in  January  issue 
for  procedure) 
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The  ‘British  Birds’  Best  Bird  Book  of  the  Year 


Recent  transatlantic  vagrancy 
Mixed  singers  among  Short-toed  Treecreepers 
Best  recent  black-and-white  bird-photographs 
Mystery  photographs  • Monthly  marathon  • Reviews 
News  and  comment  • June  reports  • Notes  • Letters 

Recent  reports 


British  Birds 


Managing  Editor  Dr  J.  T.  R.  Sharrock 

Personal  Assistant  Sheila  D.  Cobban  Assistant  Editors  Dr  Mark  Boyd  Sc  David  Christie 
Editorial  Board  Dr  R.  J.  Chandler,  Dr  M.  A.  Ogilvie,  R.  J.  Prytherch  Sc  Dr  J.  T.  R. 
Sharrock 

Photographic  Consultants  Dr  R.  J.  Chandler  Sc  Don  Smith 
Art  Consultants  Robert  Gillmor  Sc  Alan  Harris 

Rarities  Committee  P.  G.  Lansdown  (Chairman),  D.  J.  Britton,  Alan  Brown,  A.  R. 
Dean,  S.  J.  M.  Gantlett,  R.  A.  Hume,  T.  P.  Inskipp,  J.  H.  Marchant,  I.  S.  Robertson 
Sc  K.  E.  Vinicombe;  Peter  Colston  (Museum  Consultant  & Archivist);  Michael  J. 
Rogers  (Honorary  Secretary) 

Notes  Panels  BEHAVIOUR  Dr  C.  J.  Bibby,  Dr  J.  J.  M.  Flegg,  Derek  Goodwin,  Dr  I. 
Newton,  Dr  M.  A.  Ogilvie,  Dr  J.  T.  R.  Sharrock  & Dr  K.  E.  L.  Simmons; 
l DF.NTll'l  c : ATI  ON  Dr  R.  J.  Chandler,  A.  R.  Dean,  P.  G.  Lansdown,  S.  C.  Madge  Sc  Dr 
J.  T.  R.  Sharrock 


‘British  Birds’  is  published  by  a 
non-profit-making  company  for 
the  benefit  of  ornithology' 


© British  Birds  Ltd  1988 
Copyright  of  photographs  remains  with 
photographers.  British  Birds  is 
published  monthly  by  British  Birds  Ltd, 
93  High  Street.  Biggleswade,  Bedfordshire 
ISSN  0007-0335 


Publishing  Manager, 
Production  & Promotion 

Dr  J.  T.  R.  Sharrock 

Circulation  Manager 

Erika  Sharrock 

Design 

Deborah  Felts 

Advertising 

Sandra  Barnes 


Addresses 


Please  keep  correspondence  on  different  items  separate.  Please  address  your 
envelope  correctly.  Please  supply  SAL.  if  reply  required. 


Papers , notes,  letters,  drawings  & photographs  Jor  publication  DrJ.  T.  R.  Sharrock,  Fountains, 
Park  Lane,  Blunham,  Bedford  MK44  3NJ 

Subscriptions  and  orders  for  back  copies  Mrs  Erika  Sharrock,  Fountains,  Park  Lane, 
Blunham,  Bedford  MK44  :iNj 

Advertising  Mrs  Sandra  Barnes,  BB  Advertising,  c/o  Fountains,  Park  Lane,  Blunham, 
Bedford  MK44  3NJ.  Phone:  Tiptree  (0621)  815085 

Bird  news  for  ' Monthly  reports'  Ian  Dawson  & Keith  Allsopp,  c/o  RSPB,  The  Lodge, 
Sandy,  Bedfordshire  SG19  2DI. 

News  items  for  ‘News  and  comment'  Mike  Everett  & Robin  Prytherch,  7 Burlington  Way, 
Hemingford  Grey,  Huntingdon  PF.IH  9BS 

Rarity  descriptions  M.  J.  Rogers,  Bag  End,  Churchtown,  Towednack,  Cornwall  TR2B  3A7. 
Special  book  and  sound  recording  offers  British  BirdShop,  NHBS,  2 Wills  Road,  Totnes, 
Devon  TQ9  5XN.  Phone:  Totnes  (0803)  865913 


Annual  subscriptions  (12  issues  and  index)  Libraries  and  agencies  £31.50,  IRE38.50 
or  $62.20.  Personal  subscriptions:  UK,  Europe  and  surface  mail  £25.80,  IR£31.60  or 
$49.50;  personal:  airmail  outside  Europe  £43.00,  IRE52.70  or  $85.00.  Single  back 
copies  £3.25,  IR£4.00  or  $6.50. 

Make  all  cheques  payable  to  British  Birds  Ltd.  Payment  may  also  be  made 
directly  into  UK  Post  Office  GIRO  account  number  37  588  6303. 


British  Birds  publishes  material  dealing  with  original  observations  on  the  birds  of  the  West  Palearctic.  Except  for 
records  of  rarities,  papers  and  notes  are  normally  accepted  only  on  condition  that  material  is  not  being  offered  in 
whole  or  in  part  to  any  other  journal.  Photographs  and  sketches  are  welcomed.  Papers  should  be  typewritten  with 
double  spacing,  and  wide  margins,  and  on  one  side  of  the  sheet  only.  Authors  should  carefully  consult  this  issue 
for  style  of  presentation,  especially  of  references  and  tables.  English  and  scientific  names  and  sequences  of  birds 
follow  The  ‘British  Birds’  List  of  Birds  of  the  Western  Palearctic  (1984):  names  of  plants  follow  Dony  et  nl. 

( 1980.  English  Names  of  Wild  Flowers):  names  of  mammals  follow  Corbet  & Southern  ( 1977.  The  Handbook  of 
British  Mammals).  Topographical  (plumage  and  structure)  and  ageing  terminology  should  follow  editorial 
recommendations  {Brit  Birds  74:  239-242;  78:  419-427;  80:  502).  Figures  should  be  in  Indian  ink  on  good  quality 
tracing  paper,  drawing  paper,  non-absorbent  board  or  light  blue  or  very  pale  grey  graph  paper;  lettering  should  be 
inserted  lightly  in  pencil;  captions  should  be  typed  on  a separate  sheet.  Authors  of  main  papers  (but  not  notes  or 
letters)  receive  ten  free  copies  of  the  journal  (five  each  to  two  or  more  authors). 


Printed  in  England  by  Newnorth-Burt  Ltd,  Kempston.  Bedford 


in  focus 

OPEN  Mon-Sat,  9-6  (24-hour  phone) 
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204  HIGH  STREET 
BARNET,  HERTS. 
EN5  5SZ 

01-449  1445 
01-441  7748 


THE  BINOCULAR  AND  TELESCOPE  SPECIALISTS 


N FOCUS  AT  RSPB  RADIPOLE  LAKE 

n Focus  are  pleased  to  announce  a further  RSPB  Field  Weekend  following 
«e  summer  event  at  Bempton,  this  time  at  Radipole  Lake.  Dorset 
his  will  take  place  on  October  29th  & 30th  and  will  offer  the  opportunity  to 
»st  and  purchase  a wide  range  of  equipment  under  field  conditions  at  this 
*ell  known  Reserve 

ou  are  invited  to  apply  in  writing  or  by  phone  if  you  would  like  to  receive  an 
ivitation  to  this  event  Please  indicate  your  preferred  day  and  time  of 
y -(tendance  On  receipt  of  your  application  you  will  be  sent  an  information 
ack  containing  instructions  on  how  to  get  to  the  Reserve  A descnption  of 
ie  bird  life  you  are  likely  to  view,  together  with  your  In  Focus  guest  ticket 
reference  will  be  given  to  guests  who  have  received  invitations  Apply  now 
i avoid  disappointment! 

/e  especially  welcome  applications  from  the  disabled  as  this  Reserve 
iters  for  birdwatchers  who  are  dopondent  on  wheelchair  access 


IN  FOCUS  AT  LEMSFORD  SPRINGS  accessories 


SUNDAY  OCTOBER  16th  — 9.30am  - 5pm 
SUNDAY  NOVEMBER  20th  — 10am  - 4pm 
SUNDAY  DECEMBER  11th  — 10am  4pm 

With  the  kind  co-operation  of  the  Herts  and  Middx  WtoWe  Trust  In  Focus 
are  now  able  to  offer  customers  a unique  opportunity  to  use  compare  and 
purchase  quality  optical  equipment  under  field  conditions  Lemstord  Springs 
Nature  Reserve  is  situated  approximately  20  miles  north  of  London  and  « 
just  1 5 mins  drive  from  June.  23  on  the  M25  motorway  This  compact  well 
managed  reserve  has  a good  variety  of  bird  life  and  customers  can  expect 
good  views  of  water  and  woodland  birds.  Visitors  are  invited  to  take 
advantage  of  the  ample  parking  to  the  right  of  the  reserve  gale,  then  make 
their  way  to  reception  At  this  point  customers  can  discuss  their  individual 
requirements  with  our  technical  staff  binoculars  are  issued  from  this  port 
and  can  be  used  on  a woodland  walk  or  m a private  hide  where  a tu*  range 
of  telescopes  can  also  bo  viewed  For  further  formation  and  directions 
please  contact  IN  FOCUS 
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The  best  British  doming  for  the 

worst  British  weather 
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Hoods  1 1 45 

Send  for  colour  Barbour  catalogue 
Post  FREE  on  Barbour 

TELESCOPES  AND 
TRIPOD  OUTFITS 

It  you  purchase  a scope  and  tnpod 
at  the  same  time  we  can  offer  you  a 
very  special  pnee* 

PHONE  FOR  A QUOTE 


Car  window  mount 
Universal  mount 
Hide  mount 
Rowi  Shoulder  Pod 
CuMmannSl  Pod 
CuMmarm  OR 
Rainguard  small 
Rainguard  large 
Leather  lanyard 
Tnpod  strap 


£ 

22  00 
22  00 
38  00 
38  00 
24  95 
995 
3 50 
350 
350 
695 


PERSONAL  CALLERS 

Can  choose  and  select  from  our 
comprehensive  range  of  equip- 
ment Compare  Zeiss  with  Le<tz. 
Optolyth  with  Kowa  or  fshkon  We 
are  a completely  ndependeot  com- 
pany whose  only  concern  ® that 
our  customers  select  the  coned 
nstrument  tor  their  personal  needs 

PHONE  ORDERS 

Discuss  your  requirements  with  our 
techneal  staff  and  orders  placed 
with  Access  or  Visa  Cards  wi*  be 
despatched  same  day 

MAIL  ORDER 

Just  add  £2  to  help  cover  P&P  and 
•nsurance  and  your  order  will  be 
despatched  on  the  same  day  as  we 
receive  your  cheque  A*  equ*>ment 
is  supplied  on  14  days  approval 
upon  recent  of  fui  rematance 

SECONDHAND 

instruments  are  always  available 
Turnover  ® last  so  we  do  not  print  a 
kst  Phone  for  information 

PART  EXCHANGE 

Top  pnees  paid  tor  good  condition 
egupment 

HOW  TO  FIND  US 

We  are  1 0 nwis  from  M25  and  AIM 
motorways  and  1 5 mns  wafc  from 
Ffcgh  Barnet  Underground  Station 
Pnees  correct  2 6 88  E&EO 


AUTUMN  OFFER 

FREE  TRIPOD 
STRAP  WITH 
EVERY  TRIPOD 
PURCHASED. 

1 9 88  - 30.11.88 


INTEREST  FREE  CREDIT  ON  THE 
FOLLOWING  INSTRUMENTS 

ZEISS  WEST  8 x 30BGAT,  7 x 42BGAT.  10  x 40BGAT 
LEITZ  TRINOVID  8 x 40BA,  7 x 428A.  10  x 40BAN 
KOWA  TSN-3  or  4.  NIKON  FIELDSCOPE  ED 
Simply  select  Ihe  model  ol  your  choice  pay 
one-third  ol  the  purchase  price  with  the  balance 
in  two  equal  payments  one  month  apart 
Phone,  write  or  call 


BINOCULARS  & TELESCOPES  REPAIRED  ON  THE  PREMISES 

(D398) 


HOW  ABOUT  A MACARONI 
IN  THE  FALKLANDS 


Or  a Gentoo,  or  a Rockhopper,  or  a Megellanic  or  a King  - 

Penguins  of  course. 

November  sees  the  arrival  of  the  Sub  and  Arctic  summer.  The 
birds  are  nesting  and  rearing  their  chicks  and  the  Flora  is  at  its 

best. 


Join  an  exceptional  trip.  Departures  15th  December  88,  19th 
January  and  9th  February  1989. 


Twickers World  / 


22  CHURCH  STREET, TWICKENHAM 

01-892  7606/8164 

24  HR  BROCHURE:  01-892  7851  ABTA/IATA/PATA 


-••'I 

J Jpr  <r)4<)4)  I 


COUNTRYSIDE  VIEWING* 

Wide 
range  - 
Top 

quality  - 
Discount 
prices  - 


Leading  specialists  in  high  quality 

BINOCULARS  - TELESCOPES 

Select  from  the  World's  finest  Optical  instruments 

ZEISS  (WEST)  • LEITZ  • HABICHT  • NIKON 
OPTOLYTH  • KOWA  • SWIFT  • OPTIMA 
QUESTAR  • MINOLTA  • ADLERBLICK  • BRESSER 
BAUSCH  & LOMB  • BUSHNELL  • OPTICRON 
ZEISS  (EAST)  • MIRADOR 
TRIPODS:  SLIK  MANFROTTO  • COBRA 

Write  or  phone  NOW  for  current  prices!  mailorder  free  e&oe 

Church  Lane.  Corley.  Coventry  CV7  8BA  | 0676-40501 


Our  showroom  is  set  in  7 
acres  of  private  grounds  with 
ample,  free  and  safe  parking. 
Testing  facilities  are  probably 
the  best  in  the  country. 
Viewing  from  the  showroom  is 
across  a large  pool  with  its 
various  bird  visitors  and  to 
more  distant  views  of  the 
countryside  (D307) 
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Great  Snipe  by  Martin  Hattam  BIY  '88 


• SLR  camera  adaptability 

• Rubber  eyecup  for  comfort 

• Ergonomic  styling  for  ease-of-use 

• 45%  offset  eyepiece  on  TSN-1  model 

• 77mm  objective  lens  delivering  crisp  images 

• Interchangeable  20 x . 25  x , 40  x . 20-60  x eyepieces 
with  bayonet  fitting 


A superb  image 


Officially  appointed  distributor  for  Kowa  Telescopes 

Pyser  Ltd.,  Fircroft  Way,  Edenbridge,  Kent  TN8  6HA. 

* 1 frra 
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Kid  Watching  Holidays 


SPAIN  PORTUGAL  FRANCE 
YUGOSLAVIA  TURKEY  MOROCCO 
INCLUDES  COTO  DONAMA;  CAMARGUE. 
PYRENEES,  EXTREMADURA,  MONFRAGUE. 

Specially  constructed  weeks  for  non  bird 
watchers  to  accompany 
Extra  weeks  accommodation 
Budget  weeks 

Full  Board  Self  Catering  Various  Options 
All  Tours  Include  Coaching  & Excursion  Costs 

(D381) 


Graham  Faithffull  Activity  Holidays  Ltd., 
3-5  Sheep  Market,  Stamford.  Lines  PE92RB 
Telephone (0780)  66280 Wed-Sun  Inclusive 


WE  MAKE  CERTAIN  YOU 
MAKE  THE  CORRECT  CHOICE 


BINOCULAR  & TELESCOPE 
DEMONSTRATIONS 

EVERY  DAY  OF  THE  MONTH 


For  your  personal  demonstration  at  the  location  of  your  choice 

anywhere  in  Cornwall 
PHONE  REDRUTH  (0209)  210060 
If  you  can’t  get  to  Cornwall  try  our  mail  order 
ADVICE  LINE 

Make  the  most  of  your  investment  - you  cannot  afford  not  to  take 
our  friendly  advice  based  on  field  experience  - 

the  most  popular  may  not  be  the  best  for  you! 


Why  take  the  chance  - Phone  SCOPES  (0209)  210060 


WE  KEEP  YOU  WATCHING 


IV 


Shouldn’t  you  always  set  vour 
sights  on  getting  the  best? 

For  the  best  possible  advice  on  all  leading  brands  of  binoculars 
and  telescopes  look  to  Charles  Frank , the  friendly  optical  experts. 


i # Our  long  experience  of  bird  watchers’  needs 
combined  with  specialist  product  knowledge 
ensures  that  we  can  recommend  the  binocular 
or  telescope  that’s  exactly  right  for  you. 

<#  A large  showroom  allows  the  full  range  of 
binoculars,  telescopes  and  accessories  to  be 
displayed  at  their  best. 

wV 

» f 


I Try  the  equipment  in  the  perfect  setting. 

Our  rural  location,  just  6 miles  from  Minsmere, 
is  in  the  centre  of  prime  bird  watching  country. 

I A selection  of  guaranteed  used  products  is  also 
usually  available.  Part  exchanges  are  welcome. 


1 Our  experienced  staff  are  available  to  discuss  all 
your  requirements  over  the  phone. 

Information  packs  are  also  available  upon  request. 

MAIL-ORDER  Gixids  can  be  despatched  to  you 
quickly  through  our  mail-order  service  if  you  can't  visit  in  person. 
Products  may  be  returned,  in  unused  condition,  within  14  days 
for  refund  or  exchange  if  not  completely  satisfied. 

SERVICE  DIVISION  Hand-held  binoculars  or  telescopes 
can  be  cleaned  and  realigned  at  a special  pnce  of  £19. 50 
including  return  postage. 

Despatch  with  your  cheque  to: 

Charles  Frank  Service  Division,  413-5.  93  Hope  Street, 

Glasgow,  G2  6LD.  Full  repair  service  available. 


OPEN 
MONDAY- 
SATURDAY 
9am  ■ 5pm 

AMPLE  PAMQNQ 
SPACE 


Charles  Frank 

The  Optical  Experts 

Charles  Frank  Ltd,  Ronald  Lane.  Carlton  Park.  Saxmundham, 

Suffolk,  IP1 7 2NL  Tel  Saxmundham  (0728)  3506 

RABICHT/KOWA/LEITZ/ADLERBLICK/CARL  ZEISS-JENA 
* aino  OPTOLYTH  SWIFT  NIKON/  CHARLES  FRANK  ZEISS  'BUSHNELL 


CONGRATULATIONS  TO  STEVE  MADGE  AND  HILARY  BURN 
AUTHOR  AND  ARTIST  OF 

WILDFOWL 

An  identification  guide  to  the  ducks,  geese  and  swans  of  the  world 


Voted 

BEST  BIRD  BOOK  OF  THE  YEAR 

for  1 988 


£19.95  0-7470-2201-1  304  pages  47  colour  plates, 

155  distribution  maps,  over  700  birds  painted  in  full  colour 


'All  in  all,  this  book  is  thoroughly  recommended.  . . . 
a credit  to  all  concerned.'  Keith  Vinicombe , British  Birds. 


PUBLISHERS  LIMITED 


(D392) 
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The  ‘British  Birds’ 
Best  Bird 
Book  of  the  Year 


Fior  the  benefit  of  those  who  may  wish  to  acquire  (or  give  as  a present) 
just  one  of  the  many  bird  books  published  each  year,  British  Birch 
selects  annually  its  choice  of  the  ‘Best  Bird  Book  of  the  Y ear  from  those 
reviewed  in  the  journal  during  the  previous  12  months.  The  winner  may, 
in  one  year,  be  an  important,  erudite  scientific  treatise  and,  in  another,  a 
lighter  less  academic  work,  but  it  will  always  be  reliable,  well  produced 
and  thoroughly  worthy  of  inclusion  in  any  birdwatcher’s  library. 

Our  choice  for  Best  Bird  Book  of  1988  is 

Wildfowl:  an  identification  guide  to  the  ducks,  geese  and 
swans  of  the  world.  By  Steve  Madge  and  Hilary  Burn. 

Christopher  Helm.  £19.95.  (Review:  Brit.  Birds  81:  406-407) 
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Recent 
transatlantic 
vagrancy 
of  landbirds 
and  waders 

Norman  Elkins 


In  a previous  paper  (Elkins  1979),  I described  the  results  of  an  analysis 
of  the  relationship  of  Nearctic  landbird  vagrancy  in  Britain  and  Ireland 
to  atmospheric  conditions.  The  analysis,  which  found  an  important 
affinity  of  arrivals  of  such  birds  to  fast  eastward-moving  warm-sector 
depressions  over  the  North  Atlantic,  covered  the  period  1967-76.  In  this 
paper,  I shall  review,  in  a meteorological  context,  the  most  recent  decade, 
1977-86,  and  also  discuss  recent  Nearctic  wader  vagrancy. 

Nearctic  landbirds 

Compared  with  recent  decades,  records  of  most  Nearctic  landbirds  (in 
Rogers  et  al.  1978-87)  increased  in  number.  The  southwestern  corners  of 
Britain  and  Ireland,  where  the  majority  make  landfall,  are  now  very'  well 
watched  at  key  periods,  perhaps  with  observer  coverage  nearing  satura- 
tion point.  The  increase  in  sightings  due  to  observer  bias  may  therefore 
have  levelled  off,  making  comparisons  more  meaningful. 

In  this  decade,  increases  occurred  in  numbers  of  Yellow-billed 
Cuckoo*,  Swainson’s  Thrush,  Gray-cheeked  Thrush,  Red-eyed  Vireo, 
Black-and-white  Warbler,  Rose-breasted  Grosbeak,  Northern  Parula 
(formerly  Parula  Warbler)  and  Yellow-rumped  Warbler  (formerly  Myrtle 
Warbler).  Little  or  no  change  was  noted  in  numbers  of  Blackpoll  Warbler, 
Bobolink,  American  Robin  and  most  sparrows,  buntings  and  juncos,  while 
Northern  Orioles  were  scarcer.  Overwintering  was  suspected  for  Black- 
and-white  Warbler,  and  confirmed  for  White-throated  Sparrow  and 
Belted  Kingfisher,  but  otherwise  few  landbirds  were  seen  for  any  more 
than  a short  period  after  arrival.  As  might  be  expected,  several  species 
were  recorded  for  the  first  time.  Numbers  of  spring  and  winter  sightings 
showed  little  change,  while  autumn  records  doubled. 

Three  years  in  the  decade  stand  out.  The  year  1985  was  noted  for  an 
abundance  of  vagrants,  of  which  one-third  (12)  of  the  records  were  of  Red- 
eyed Vireos.  October  was,  however,  an  atypical  month  meteorologically. 


*Scientific  names  of  species  mentioned  in  text  are  given  in  Appendix  2. 
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Recent  transatlantic  vagrancy 

The  falls  in  early  October  certainly  coincided  with  frontal  waves  crossing 
the  Atlantic,  but  arrivals  continued  after  a blocking  anticyclone  became 
established  over  or  near  Britain  from  1 1th  until  the  end  of  the  month.  This 
is  puzzling,  but,  as  these  later  birds  were  mostly  more  southern-breeding 
species  in  the  USA,  they  may  have  been  engaged  in  reversed  movements 
in  fine  southeasterly  winds.  Reversed  passage  is  often  the  initial 
mechanism  shown  by  these  species  in  the  USA  prior  to  a transatlantic 
crossing  (Elkins  1979).  In  this  context,  there  was  one  vagrant  record  from 
northwest  France.  In  contrast,  1980  produced  only  six  records  in  an 
autumn  noted  for  Nearctic  wader  vagrancy,  but,  since  the  normal  peaks  of 
the  two  vagrant  groups  are  about  a month  apart,  they  are  not  subject  to 
the  same  atmospheric  conditions. 

A further  notable  event  was  the  multiple  arrival  of  Gray-cheeked 
Thrushes  in  the  Isles  of  Scilly  and  Cornwall  in  October  1986.  This  recalled 
a similar  fall  of  Blackpoll  Warblers  in  October  1976  (see  Elkins  1979). 
When  the  two-to-five-day  forecast  synoptic  charts  were  computed  by  the 
Meteorological  Office  on  14th- 15th  October,  I immediately  thought  that  a 
classic  situation  for  such  a fall  was  pending,  although  I could  not  foretell 
which  Nearctic  species  would  be  involved,  other  than  that  it  would  be  one 
of  the  more  northern-breeding  oversea  migrant  passerines  which  migrate 
in  October.  In  fact,  the  Gray-cheeked  Thrush  is  the  most  consistently  late 
vagrant,  and  since  1967  all  individuals  have  arrived  between  13th  and  31st 
October,  well  after  its  migration  peak  in  North  America. 

The  depression  which  arrived  in  southwest  Britain  early  on  20th 
October,  together  with  the  bulk  of  the  Gray-cheeked  Thrushes,  finally 
broke  a long  anticyclonic  spell,  and  was  the  first  of  a series  of  waves  on  a 
long  cold  front  trailing  across  the  Atlantic  between  latitudes  45°N  and 
50°N,  south  of  a slow-moving  primary  depression  near  Iceland.  During 
19th,  20-25  metres-per-second  westerlies  prevailed  south  of  this  front  at 
low  levels,  with  a very  powerful  westerly  jet  stream  aloft  and  farther  north. 
The  first  wave  depression  crossed  very'  rapidly  from  a position  280  km  east 
of  Cape  Race,  Newfoundland,  at  midnight  on  18th/ 19th,  to  a position  180 
km  northwest  of  Valentia,  Co. 

Kerry,  24  hours  later.  Over  south- 
east  Canada,  a ridge  of  high  press- 
ure was  maintained  during  the 
whole  of  this  period,  with  further 
waves  moving  ENE  along  the 
front  from  between  the  ridge  and 
Bermuda  (see  fig.  1). 

This  situation  was  very  similar 
to  that  of  4th  October  1976,  the 
main  difference  being  that  the 
cloud  south  of  the  front  was  ini- 
tially much  more  broken  in  1986, 
with  the  dense  frontal  cloud 
occupying  a more  northerly- 
position  with  respect  to  the 
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Fig.  1 Surface  synoptic  chart  for  00.00  GMT  on  20th  October  1986.  Previous  positions  of 
Low  ‘M’  are  shown  at  6-hourly  intervals,  representing  a mean  speed  across  the  Atlantic  of 

30  m/s 


surface  front.  Any  potential  for  displaced  migrants  to  re-orient  would  have 
been  overcome  by  the  sheer  strength  of  the  airflow. 

The  similarity  of  these  two  situations  suggests  that  single-species  falls, 
as  opposed  to  a trickle  of  several  species,  occur  only  when  a migratory 
wave  is  in  a critical  position  to  become  involved  with  an  extremely  mobile 
weather  disturbance.  Presumably,  few  other  Nearctic  landbirds  arrived  in 
1986  because  of  the  late  date  of  this,  the  first  good  transatlantic  westerly  of 
the  autumn. 

Nearctic  waders 

The  background  to  normal  long-distance  autumn  wader  migration  within 
North  America  and  its  relationship  to  transatlantic  vagrancy  was 
described  by  Nisbet  (1959)  and  Elkins  (1983),  while  occurrences  in  Britain 
and  Ireland  have  been  discussed  by  Sharrock  (1971)  and  Sharrock  & 
Sharrock  (1976).  Despite  some  difficulties,  discussed  later,  I have 
undertaken  a meteorological  analysis,  and  have  also  briefly  investigated 
the  geographical  and  temporal  distribution  within  Britain  and  Ireland. 

Methods 

I chose  to  analyse  the  period  1968-86:  that  following  on  from  the  period 
covered  by  Sharrock  (1971).  1 used  all  records  published  in  Smith  et  aL 
(1969-75),  Dymond  et  at.  (1976),  O’Sullivan  et  at.  (1977)  and  Rogers  et  aL 
(1978-87).  Those  published  in  Rogers  et  at.  (1987)  are  minimum  numbers, 
as  further  records  await  acceptance.  These  reports  did  not  include  records 
of  Pectoral  Sandpipers,  which  were  deleted  in  1962  from  the  list  of  rare 
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species  scrutinised  by  the  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee,  as  the  species 
was  being  recorded  too  frequently  to  be  classed  as  a national  rarity.  The 
Bull-breasted  Sandpiper  was  omitted  for  the  same  reason  after  1982. 
Lesser  Golden  Plovers  were  not  considered  in  this  analysis,  as  the  North 
American  and  Siberian  forms  were  not  always  distinguishable,  having 
only  recently  been  separated  into  different  species,  the  American  and 
Pacific  Golden  Plovers.  Despite  these  omissions,  I consider  the  analysis  to 
be  valid. 

For  each  September  only — this  being  the  month  in  which  60%  of 
autumn  vagrant  waders  were  recorded — I scrutinised  daily  and  monthly 
mean  surface  synoptic  charts,  which  indicate  wind  flows  up  to  approxi- 
mately 1 km  altitude,  and  also  upper  wind  anomalies  between  the  surface 
and  the  5 km  level.  For  the  latter,  I assigned  a monthly  index  denoting  the 
relative  strength  of  the  westerlies  across  the  North  Atlantic  (see  Appendix 
1 for  a detailed  explanation).  A high  positive  index  indicated  westerly 
upper  winds  much  stronger  than  normal,  while  a high  negative  index 
indicated  a much  weaker  flow.  Similar  indices  were  calculated  for  each 
August  and  October  during  the  period. 

1 then  compared  the  indices  with  the  total  number  of  Nearctic  waders 
(with  the  exception  of  Pectoral  Sandpiper  and  ‘Lesser'  Golden  Plover) 
recorded  for  the  first  time  in  each  autumn  month  between  1968  and  1982, 
and  similarly  with  numbers  between  1968  and  1986,  with  the  additional 
exception  of  Buff-breasted  Sandpipers. 

Results 

Unlike  the  landbird  analysis,  little  clear  correlation  was  found  between 
surface  data  and  individual  arrivals  of  wader  vagrants  in  Britain  and 
Ireland.  Significant  positive  correlations  emerged  between  w-ader  totals 
and  stronger-than-normal  westerly  airflows  across  the  North  Atlantic  in 
the  lower  5 km  of  the  atmosphere,  for  both  the  15-year  period  1968-82, 
and  the  19-year  period  1968-86  (see  Appendix  1),  but  for  September  only. 
No  such  correlation  was  discovered  for  August  and  October.  The  highest 
index  (i.e.  the  strongest  westerlies)  occurred  in  September  1980, 
coincident  with  the  most  prolific  wader  falls.  The  only  negative  indices 
were  in  1969,  1972,  1976  and  1986,  corresponding  to  the  four  Septembers 
with  the  fewest  wader  vagrants.  A further  point  of  interest  w as  this  paucity' 
of  negative  indices  in  the  19-year  period,  suggesting  that  the  increase  in 
sightings  of  vagrant  w aders  may  partly  be  due  to  the  strengthening  of  the 
westerlies  since  the  long-term  averages  were  calculated.  This  follows  on 
from  Lamb  et  al.  (1973),  who  found  that,  in  September,  North  Atlantic 
westerlies  between  45°N  and  55°N  increased  in  strength  between  the 
periods  1900-39  and  1951-66. 

Only  45%  of  Nearctic  wader  first  sightings  in  autumn  (July  to 
November)  were  in  the  far  southwest  and  western  counties  of  Britain  and 
Ireland,  compared  with  71%  of  landbirds.  Only  8%  of  autumn  landbirds 
were  first  recorded  in  eastern  coastal  counties  of  Britain  during  the  same 
period,  compared  with  22%  of  w aders.  In  September,  however,  there  is  no 
significant  difFerence  in  correlations  with  westerlies  if  eastern  and  western 
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records  are  considered  separately.  The  above  figures  do  not  include 
Pectoral  Sandpipers  or  ‘Lesser’  Golden  Plovers,  but  are  almost  identical 
to  those  calculated  earlier  by  Sharrock  (1971)  for  the  former  species. 

Dates  of  first  records  of  waders  are  heavily  biased  toward  weekend 
sightings.  Twice  as  many  autumn  wader  vagrants  were  first  reported  on  a 
weekend  day  than  on  a weekday.  For  landbirds  during  the  same  period, 
there  was  no  significant  difference  between  weekend  days  and  weekdays. 

Discussion 

It  is  possible  to  relate  transatlantic  vagrancy  of  Nearctic  landbirds  to 
individual  weather  systems  because  they  are  relatively  low-level  migrants, 
within  the  lowest  1.5  km  of  the  atmosphere,  at  least  in  mid  and  high 
latitudes,  and  their  area  of  displacement  can  be  located  approximately. 

With  migrant  waders,  however,  a number  of  unquantifiable  factors 
militate  against  a similar  analysis. 

1.  Waders  possess  greater  endurance  and,  in  general,  are  faster  and  larger  than  landbirds. 
Richardson  (1976)  found  their  mean  groundspeed  in  autumn  over  Puerto  Rico  to  be  around 
20%  higher  than  that  of  passerines,  and  they  often  carry  fat  levels  which  allow  for  a 
potentially  far  longer  uninterrupted  passage  than  landbirds  (Davidson  1984). 

2.  The  origin  of  Nearctic  waders  arriving  in  Europe  can  be  as  far  southwest  as  the  centre  of 
the  North  American  continent,  or  as  far  west  and  northwest  as  Alaska  and  the  northern 
Canadian  Arctic  islands.  Indeed,  some  of  the  latter,  perhaps  American  Golden  Plover, 
White-rumped  Sandpiper  and  Baird’s  Sandpiper,  may  migrate  with  Ringed  Plover, 
Turnstone  and  Knot,  which  move  southeast  to  European  and  West  African  wintering 
grounds  from  the  same  region. 

3.  Migration  routes  are  complex,  and  the  region  in  which  displacement  initially  occurs  is 
less  obvious  than  with  landbirds.  Large  numbers  of  many  species  perform  the  long  overwater 
flight  over  the  western  North  Atlantic  from  eastern  Canada  and  northeast  USA  to  the  W'est 
Indies  and  South  America,  often  following  the  same  post-cold-frontal  northwesterlies  as  do 
oversea  migrant  landbirds.  Their  stronger  flight  lowers  the  incidence  of  drift  in  newly  formed 
frontal  waves,  but  their  higher  flight  increases  the  risk  of  drift  in  jet  streams.  Their  altitude  is, 
indeed,  higher  than  the  500-1,500  m of  landbirds,  and  covers  a wider  spectrum.  Radar  has 
shown  the  highest  shorebirds  departing  Nova  Scotia  at  a height  of  6-7  km,  with  a mean  of 
between  1 km  and  3.5  km  (Richardson  1976,  1979). 

4.  Individuals  are  more  likely  than  landbirds  to  survive  winters  in  northwest  Europe  (e.g. 
overwintering  dowitchers  and  Lesser  Yellowlegs),  owing  to  their  more  catholic  feeding  habits 
and  the  continued  availability  of  food.  Thus,  they  may  be  first  recorded  some  time,  perhaps 
months,  after  arrival,  and  not  necessarily  in  western  areas,  as  can  be  seen  from  their 
geographical  distribution  within  Britain  and  Ireland.  The  possibility  exists  of  north-south 
passage  within  Europe  of  individuals  which  crossed  the  Atlantic  in  previous  years,  thought 
to  involve  Pectoral  Sandpipers,  Baird’s  Sandpipers  (which  have  wintered  in  West  Africa), 
White-rumped  Sandpipers  (which  have  summered  in  Svalbard)  and  Wilson’s  Phalaropes. 
Indeed,  there  have  been  a number  of  midsummer  sightings,  particularly  of  the  last-named 
species,  and  a pair  of  Spotted  Sandpipers  bred  in  Scotland  in  1975.  Numbers  of  individuals 
in  spring  and  summer  have,  however,  shown  little  sign  of  increase  during  the  past  ten  years, 
and  bear  no  relationship  to  numbers  in  the  previous  autumn. 

5.  The  more  even  spread  of  landbird  records  during  the  week  reflects  the  concentration  of 
sightings  at  well-watched  sites  such  as  bird  observatories,  whereas  waders  are  identified  in 
more  open  habitats  and  over  a much  wider  range.  There  is  a much  greater  chance  of  wader 
records  being  duplicated  as  individuals  move  from  site  to  site. 

6.  Additionally,  populations  of  Arctic  waders  are  thought  to  be  subject  to  much  more 
variation  in  size  than  landbirds  (e.g.  Stanley  & Minton  1972;  Summers  & Underhill  1987), 
although  this  aspect  is  admittedly  much  easier  to  monitor  in  waders  by  observing  adult- 
young  ratios  in  winter  quarters. 
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Owing  to  the  reasons  mentioned  above,  it  is  not  surprising  that  there  is 
no  significant  correlation  between  wader  vagrancy  and  low-level  weather 
systems.  At  higher  altitudes,  the  relationship  of  surface  and  upper  winds 
increasingly  breaks  down  and,  while  it  is  true  that  fast-moving  frontal 
waves  are  overlain  by  strong  jet  streams  from  a similar  direction,  the 
breadth  of  the  strong  upper  How  is  much  greater,  perhaps  covering  some 
10-15°  ol  latitude  as  opposed  to  the  5°  spread  of  the  warm-sector  flow 
associated  with  frontal  waves.  The  upper  winds  can  also  be  some  three  to 
four  times  stronger  than  those  at  low  levels.  Thus,  the  likelihood  of  high- 
flying wader  migrants  over  the  eastern  North  American  seaboard  entering 
this  broad  flow  is  much  greater  than  for  those  at  low  altitudes,  particularly 
for  those  populations  of  many  species  with  a normal  southeasterly 
heading  across  Canada.  It  is,  thus,  impossible  to  predict  the  initial  region 
of  displacement  of  a high-altitude  migrant  from  its  migratory  track,  and 
population  fluctuations  from  year  to  year  will  also  reduce  any  potential 
correlation  with  transatlantic  winds.  The  rather  higher  correlation  found 
when  Buff-breasted  Sandpipers  are  omitted  from  totals  may  be  due  partly 
to  that  species’  rather  different  migration  strategy,  being  more  of  an 
inland  migrant  within  North  America  (see  Elkins  1983  for  discussion). 

One  northeastern  Palearctic  species,  the  Sharp-tailed  Sandpiper, 
probably  arrives  in  Britain  from  the  west  rather  than  the  east,  as  part  of 
the  population  moves  southeast  into  North  America,  although  Sharrock 
(1971)  suggested  that  northeast  Siberian  populations  of  Baird’s  and 
Pectoral  Sandpipers  may  occasionally  arrive  from  the  east.  There  is  also 
the  possibility  that  reverse  (northward)  movement  of  southbound  east 
Siberian  waders  may  take  place,  with  passage  across  the  Arctic  basin  into 
northern  Canada  and  thence  southeast  into  Europe.  In  this,  they  may  be 
assisted  by  a displaced  and  more  intense  polar  cyclonic  vortex  (the  mean 
flow  around  the  North  Pole  is  circular,  in  an  easterly  direction),  in  which  a 
direct  upper  flow,  stronger  than  normal,  exists  from  northeast  Siberia  to 
the  Canadian  Arctic,  either  across  the  Pole  or  on  its  Pacific  flank. 
European  records  of  Little  Whimbrel  and  Red-necked  Stint  may  involve 
such  a route,  and  Red-necked  Stints  have  been  seen  in  Ohio  and 
Bermuda.  Indeed,  upper  winds  are  more  often  favourable  for  this  route  in 
early  autumn  than  for  a westwards  overland  movement.  On  the  other 
hand,  many  waders  from  northern  Siberia  move  southwest  at  lower  levels, 
and  one  Curlew  Sandpiper  recovered  in  Barbados  had  been  present  in 
Belgium  two  weeks  previously. 

The  lack  of  any  correlation  of  wader  totals  in  August  and  October  with 
North  Atlantic  westerlies  may  be  attributable  to  the  fourth  factor  listed 
above,  namely  movements  within  western  Europe.  Over  each  of  these 
months  as  a whole,  it  is  possible  that  such  extralimital  wanderers  would 
mask  any  relationship  with  transatlantic  winds,  perhaps  implying  that 
only  in  September  do  the  majority  of  vagrants  actually  cross  the  Atlantic. 

Wader  movements  are  global,  and  the  routes  taken  by  individuals  away 
from  their  normal  migratory  tracks  must  always  lie  in  the  realms  of 
speculation,  but  I am  convinced  that  the  vagaries  of  upper  windflows  are 
responsible  for  much  of  their  vagrancy,  with  population  dynamics  playing 
a substantial  role. 
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Summary 

The  appearance  of  autumn  vagrant  Nearctic  landbirds  and  wraders  (most  of  the  species  listed 
in  Appendix  2)  in  Britain  and  Ireland  during  the  past  two  decades  is  discussed  in  a 
meteorological  context.  While  sightings  of  landbirds  can  continue  to  be  linked  to  fast- 
moving  frontal  waves  across  the  North  Atlantic,  the  weather  pattern  in  1985  suggested  some 
degree  of  reverse  movement,  possibly  from  France. 

A similar  interpretation  of  wader  movements  was  not  possible  for  reasons  set  out.  There 
is,  however,  a significant  correlation  in  September  of  wader  arrivals  with  winds  at  medium 
altitudes  (up  to  5 km),  in  parallel  with  the  generally  higher  flight  altitudes  attained. 
Population  fluctuations  and  the  wide  spectrum  of  flight  altitude,  route,  endurance  and 
survival  all  militate  against  a detailed  meteorological  analysis  of  their  movements. 

Possible  meteorological  influences  on  eastern  Palearctic  wader  migrants  are  also 
discussed. 
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Appendix  1.  Calculation  of  indices 

The  strength  of  the  hemispheric  atmospheric  circulation  at  any  given  altitude  in  mid  and 
high  latitudes  is  dependent  upon  the  steepness  of  the  horizontal  gradient  of  temperature 
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over  a depth  of  atmosphere  about  this  altitude  (see  fig.  2 in  Elkins  1983).  Over  a period  of 
time  (e.g.  a month),  anomalies  of  this  temperature  gradient  equate  to  a stronger  or  weaker 
circulation.  For  westerly  winds  in  the  northern  hemisphere,  the  mean  temperature  increases 
from  north  to  south,  for  westerlies  stronger  than  normal,  the  gradient  of  temperature  is 
therefore  steeper,  and  anomalies  show  colder-than-normal  air  to  the  north  and  warmer  to  the 
south  (i.e.  a positive  anomaly  gradient).  In  the  case  of  weaker  westerly  flow,  or  none  at  all, 
the  gradient  of  temperature  is  shallower,  or  even  reversed,  and  anomalies  show  warmer- 
than-normal  air  to  the  north  and  colder-than-normal  to  the  south  (i.e.  a negative  anomaly 
gradient). 

1 he  indices  calculated  equate  to  these  temperature  anomaly  gradients  (in  °C)  across  10°  of 
latitude,  and  were  derived  from  monthly  mean  temperature  anomaly  charts  for  the  layer 
1,000  mb  to  500  mb  (pressure  levels  approximately  near  the  Earth’s  surface  and  at  an 
altitude  of  5.4  km).  1 hese  anomalies  are  departures  from  long-term  averages  for  periods 
ending  1960  in  earlier  years  and  1970  in  later  years.  For  each  autumn  month,  the  north-south 
anomaly  gradient  was  noted  at  70°W,  50°W  and  30°W  across  the  latitude  band  40°N  to  50°N, 
and  at  10  \\  across  the  band  45  N to  55UN.  1 hese  co-ordinates  were  assumed  to  encompass 
the  routes  taken  by  the  bulk  of  wader  vagrants.  The  four  calculations  were  meaned  to  give  a 
single  figure  for  each  month. 

Correlations  were  significant  for  both  the  15-year  period  1968-82  (r  = 0.59,  /><0.05),  and 
the  19-year  period  1968-86  (r  = 0.69,  /><0.01),  for  September  only.  Correlations  were  not 
significant  for  August  and  October. 


Appendix  2.  Scientific  names  of 

Ringed  Plover  Charadrius  hiaticula 
American  Golden  Plover  Pluvialk  dominka 
Pacific  Golden  Plover  P.  Julva 
Knot  Calidris  canutus 
Red-necked  Stint  C.  nificollis 
VVhite-rumped  Sandpiper  C.  fuscic ollis 
Baird’s  Sandpiper  C.  bairdii 
Pectoral  Sandpiper  C.  melanotos 
Sharp-tailed  Sandpiper  C.  acuminata 
Curlew  Sandpiper  (7.  ferruginea 
Buff-breasted  Sandpiper  Tiyngites  subruficollis 
dowitcher  Limnodromus 
Little  Whimbrel  Numenius  minutus 
Lesser  Yellowlegs  Tringa  flaiipes 
Spotted  Sandpiper  Actitis  macularia 
Turnstone  Arenaria  interpres 


species  mentioned  in  text 

Wilson’s  Phalarope  Phalaropus  tricolor 
Yellow-billed  Cuckoo  Coccyzus  americanus 
Belted  Kingfisher  Ceryle  alcyon 
Swainson’s  Thrush  Cathanu  ustidatus 
Gray-cheeked  Thrush  C.  minimus 
American  Robin  Turdus  migratorius 
Red-eyed  Vireo  Vireo  olivaceus 
Black-and-white  Warbler  Mniotilta  varia 
Northern  Parula  Panda  americana 
Yellow-rumped  Warbler  Dendroica  coronata 
Blackpoll  Warbler  D.  striata 
White-throated  Sparrow'  Zonotrichia  albicollis 
Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  Pheucticus  ludovicianus 
Bobolink  Dolkhonyx  oryzivorus 
Northern  Oriole  Icterus  galbula 


Mystery  photographs 

~|  O/?  That  plate  214  (repeated  on  page  492)  shows  a small  wader  is 
X vf  confirmed  by  the  general  proportions  of  the  bird  and  the  size  of 
the  surrounding  vegetation.  This  provides  a starting  point  for  the 
identification.  Since  it  is  clearly  not  a small  plover,  it  must  be  a Calidris. 
But  small  Calidris  waders  can  be  difficult  to  identify — particularly  when 
the  geographical  location  is  not  known,  and  thus  cannot  help  the 
elimination  process. 
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Let’s  start  with  structure.  The  moderate  length  of  the  near-straight  bill 
helps  to  eliminate  Sanderling  C.  alba  (shorter  bill),  and  Dunlin  C.  alpina, 
which  has  a rather  variable-length,  but  generally  longer,  somewhat 
decurved  bill.  The  tail  extends  just  beyond  the  tips  of  the  folded 
primaries,  eliminating  Baird’s  C.  bairdii  and  White-rumped  Sandpipers  C. 
fuscicollis  with  their  proportionately  longer  wings.  This  leaves  us  with  four 
dark-legged  stints  to  consider:  the  two  species-pairs,  Semipalmated  C. 
pusilla  and  Western  Sandpipers  C.  mauri,  and  Red-necked  C.  ruficollis  and 
Little  Stints  C.  minuta. 

At  this  stage,  we  must  age  the  bird,  a straightforward-enough  process, 
since  the  uniform  (presumably  greyish)  upperparts  are  winter-plumage 
feathers.  One  tiny,  dark,  and  very'  worn  mantle  feather  remains,  however, 
from  this  individual’s  juvenile  or  summer  plumage;  moreover,  there  is 
strong  breast  streaking,  which  is  not  a feature  of  juveniles  of  any  of  the 
four  species.  Thus,  it  must  be  an  adult  in  the  process  of  moulting  from 
summer  to  winter  plumage.  It  follows  that  other  features  of  body  plumage, 
such  as  the  streaking  on  the  head,  may  also  relate  to  summer  plumage. 

We  return  to  structural  features;  those  of  value  in  separating  the  four 
species  include  the  presence  or  absence  of  webbing  between  the  toes  (not 
visible  in  the  photograph),  bill  length  and  shape,  and  the  primary 
projection  beyond  the  tertials.  Western  Sandpiper  generally  has  a longish, 
slightly  decurved  bill,  as  have  some  Semipalmateds,  but  Little  and  Red- 
necked Stints  are  typically  slightly  shorter  in  the  bill  than  our  mystery 
bird.  The  primary  projection  is  comparatively  short  on  Western  and 
Semipalmated  Sandpipers — and  in  the  photograph — but  longer  on  Red- 
necked and  Little  Stints.  This  feature  must,  of  course,  be  used  with  care 
with  moulting  birds. 

And  what  about  the  winter  upperparts?  Generally,  Western  and 
Semipalmated  have  uniformly  brownish-grey  feathers  with  a dark  shaft- 
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streak  (again  as  in  the  photograph);  Red-necked  is  similar  but  a cleaner, 
paler  grey,  whereas  Little  and  Red-necked  Stints  usually  have  darker 
feather  centres.  So,  structural  features  particularly  suggest  that  the 
photograph  seems  likely  to  be  of  either  a Western  or  a Semipalmated 
Sandpiper,  and  that  Little  Stint  at  least  can  be  eliminated. 

Western  and  Semipalmated  Sandpipers  can  often  be  separated  on  the 
shape  and  length  of  the  bill,  a ‘text-book’  Western  having  a longish,  evenly 
tapering,  almost  Dunlin-like  decurved  bill,  while  Semipalmated  has  a 
shorter,  near-straight,  less  tapered,  blunt-tipped  bill.  This  mystery 
individual,  however,  is  rather  intermediate  in  this  respect,  recalling  the 
Felixstowe  stint  of  1982-83  [Brit.  Birds  79:  609-621),  though  its  bill  is  finer 
over  the  distal  half.  Other  evidence  must,  therefore,  be  sought  to  enable 
an  identification  to  be  made,  and  a careful  perusal  of  the  photograph 
shows  that  the  summer-plumage  breast-streaking  continues  as  V-shaped 
spots  on  the  flanks,  and  perhaps  on  the  belly.  This  is  a feature  of  summer- 
plumage  Western  Sandpipers,  which  gives  their  underparts  a strongly 
spotted  appearance.  Summer  Semipalmated  Sandpipers,  in  contrast, 
though  streaked  on  neck,  upper  breast  and  flanks,  are  never  so  boldly 
marked,  particularly  on  the  breast. 

The  mystery  bird  is  thus  a Western  Sandpiper,  its  relatively  short  bill 
suggesting  that  it  is  a male.  I photographed  it  in  New  Jersey,  USA,  in 
September  1985.  RJC 


242.  Mystery  photograph  137.  Identify  the  species.  Answer  next  month 


[The  inclusion  of  colour  plates  242  and  271-277  has  been  subsidised  by  a donation  from  ZEISS  1 1 at  Germa/n  ] 


Monthly  marathon 

He’s  done  it!  The  second  ‘Monthly  Marathon’ 
has  been  won  by  Anthony  McGeehan,  who 
correctly  identified  the  bird  in  plate  189.  It  was 
named  by  competitors  as: 

Tawny  Pipit  Anthus  campestris  (56%) 

Skylark  A lauda  arvensis  (6%) 

Richard’s  Pipit  Anthus  novae seelandiae  (6%) 

Crested  Lark  Galerida  cristata  (5%) 

Short-toed  Lark  Calandrella  brachydactyla  (4%) 

Woodlark  Lullula  arborea  (4%) 

Blyth’s  Pipit  A.  godlewski  (4%) 

Dusky  Thrush  Turdus  naumanni  (3%) 

with  a few  votes  each  for  Hoopoe  Lark  Alaemon  alaudipes,  Dupont’s  Lark  Chersophilus  duponti, 
Oriental  Skylark  Alauda  gulgula,  Long-billed  Pipit  Anthus  similis,  Olive-backed  Pipit  .4.  hodgsoni, 
Tree  Pipit  A.  trivialis , Meadow  Pipit  A.  pratensis , Water  Pipit  A.  spinoletta,  Dunnock  Prunella 
modulatis , Radde’s  Accentor  P.  ocularis , Black-throated  Accentor  P.  atrogularis,  Bluethroat 
Luscinia  svecica,  Whinchat  Saxicola  rubetra,  Song  [ brush  Turdus philomelos  and  Redwing  T.  iliacus. 

The  extraordinarily  long  list  of  candidate  species  reflects  how  difficult  it 
was  to  name  an  alternative  if  the  correct  answer  was  not  immediately 
obvious.  Those  who  identified  it  as  Tawny  Pipit  were  right,  this  individual 
being  photographed  in  the  Netherlands  in  December  1983  by  Arnoud  B. 
van  den  Berg. 


Sponsored  by 


243.  Third  ‘Monthly  marathon’  competition.  Photograph  number  3.  Identify  the  species. 
Read  the  rules  on  page  49  in  the  January  1988  issue,  then  send  in  your  answer  on  a postcard  to 
Monthly  Marathon,  Fountains,  Park  Lane,  Biunham,  Bedford  MK44  3NJ,  to  arrive  by  15th 

November  1988 
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496  Monthly  marathon 

Anthony  McGeehan’s  winning  sequence  of  identifications  is  shown  on 
page  495  (the  percentages  show  the  proportion  of  entrants  who  got  each 
answer  right).  Anthony  McGeehan,  who  lives  in  Bangor,  Co.  Down,  will 
now  be  able  to  choose  as  his  prize  a SUNBIRD  holiday  birdwatching  in 
Africa,  Asia  or  North  America. 

With  the  second  ‘Monthly  marathon’  won,  everybody  starts  on  scratch 
with  the  third  competition,  in  which  plates  200,  215  and  243  are  the  first 
three  puzzle  pictures.  We  are  delighted  that  the  competition  is  again 
sponsored  by  SUNBIRD.  Please  read  the  rules  (see  page  49  in  the  January 
issue)  before  entering,  but  HAVE  A GO  NOW! 


Mixed  singers  and  imitation 
singers  among  Short-toed 
Treecreepers 

P.  Clausen  and  S.  Toft 


The  identification  of  treecreepers  Certhia  has  been  a popular  theme  for 
discussion  for  many  decades.  In  connection  with  the  first  British 
record  of  Short-toed  Treecreeper  C.  brachydactyla  (Scott  1976),  Mead  & 
Wallace  (1976)  gave  a comprehensive  treatment  of  the  distinctions 
between  Short-toed  and  Common  Treecreepers*  C.  familiaris  and  also 
reviewed  much  of  the  literature  on  treecreeper  identification.  Mead  & 
Wallace  (1976)  considered  differences  in  the  song  patterns  of  the  two 
species  to  be  useful  in  identification,  although  care  needed  to  be  taken 
owing  to  occasional  ‘mixed  singing’  by  Common  Treecreepers. 

The  present  paper  offers  some  of  our  findings  in  relation  to  the  song 
behaviour  of  the  two  species  in  Denmark.  In  particular,  we  wish  to 


*For  the  purposes  of  unambiguous  and  easy  reading,  the  Treecreeper  Certhia  familiaris  is 
referred  to  throughout  this  text  as  Common  Treecreeper. 
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propose  a distinction  between  two  types  of  mixed  singers  among 
treecreepers. 

Methods 

During  1979-84,  a survey  was  conducted  which  showed  the  Short-toed 
Treecreeper  to  be  more  numerous  and  widespread  in  Denmark  than 
previously  believed  (Clausen  & Madsen  1986).  Many  Short-toed  Tree- 
creepers  were  identified  by  song  and  by  certain  distinct  calls  (Thielcke 
1964),  as  well  as  by  the  plumage  details  proposed  by  Osieck  (1975),  Mead 
& Wallace  (1976)  and  Hirschfeld  (1984),  namely  indistinct  short 
supercilia;  dull  greyish  upperparts;  and  dirty  grey  underparts  (most 
Danish  individuals  having  only  the  throat  pure  white). 

Some  individuals  were  tape-recorded  as  documentation  for  the  Danish 
Rarities  Committee.  The  voices  of  Common  Treecreepers  were  also 
recorded  during  1984-86,  for  comparison.  All  recordings  were  filtered 
through  a JVC  S.E.A.  80  graphic  equaliser,  attenuating  frequencies  below  2 
kHz  by  24  dB,  and  analysed  on  a Voiceprint  700  sonagraph,  using  the  wide 
(300  Hz)  filter  and  high-shape  setting.  All  sonagrams  presented  here  (figs. 
2 & 3)  are  tracings.  The  bio-acoustical  terminology  used  follows  the 
definitions  given  by  Bondesen  & Davis  (1966)  and  Bondesen  (1979). 

Results 

Habitat  and  distribution , present  and  past 

In  Denmark,  the  Common  Treecreeper  is  indeed  common  (10,000- 
100,000  breeding  pairs:  Dybbro  1978),  and  is  also  widely  distributed  (fig. 
1).  It  occurs  in  broadleaved  as  well  as  coniferous  forests  and  parks, 
probably  having  done  so  for  more  than  8,000  years  (Loppenthin  1967). 

The  Short-toed  Treecreeper  is  rarer  than  the  Common  Treecreeper, 
having  an  estimated  population  in  Denmark  of  only  250-300  breeding 
pairs  (Clausen  & Madsen  1986).  Although  more  limited  in  distribution 
than  Common  (fig.  1),  it  has  expanded  its  range  in  Denmark  considerably 
during  the  present  century.  Short-toed  is  also  more  restricted  in  habitat, 
preferring  old  and  open  broadleaved  forests  and  parks,  in  particular  those 
with  plentiful  oaks  Qiiercus. 

Songs 

Most  treecreepers  showed  song  characters  similar  to  those  described  by 
Mead  & Wallace  (1976).  A few  Common  Treecreepers,  however,  had 
considerably  shorter  song  phrases  than  average  (fig.  2h):  they  omitted  or 
abbreviated  one  of  the  two  nearly  identical  trills  of  the  normal  phrase  (cf. 
fig.  2g),  this  resulting  in  a time  duration  similar  to  that  of  Short-toed. 
Seven  cases  of  unusual  singing  by  Short-toed  Treecreepers  were  recorded: 
in  five  of  these,  individuals  showed  characteristics  of  mixed  singing,  and 
in  two  other  cases  Short-toeds  imitated  the  song  of  Common. 


MIXED  SINGING 

For  treecreepers,  we  define  mixed  singing  as  song  containing  a repertoire 
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Fig.  1.  The  present  distribution  of  treecreepers  Certhia  in  Denmark.  Horizontal  hatching  = 
Common  Treecreeper  C.J'amiliaris  (after  Dybbro  1976  and  Moller  1978).  Vertical  hatching  = 
Short-toed  Treecreeper  C.  brachydactyla  (after  Clausen  & Madsen  1986);  east  to  the  Store  Baelt 
(dotted  line)  Short-toed  is  rare  (only  one  proven  case  of  breeding).  Black  stars  indicate  sites 
where  mixed-singing  Short-toed  were  recorded.  White  stars  within  black  circles  indicate 
sites  where  imitation  singers  were  recorded:  the  northernmost  the  two  Short-toed  at 
Moesgaard;  the  southernmost  Grasten,  where  a Common  Treecreeper  was  induced  to 

imitate  Short-toed  (see  ‘Discussion’) 

of  phrases  that  includes  figures  from  the  repertoires  of  both  species,  given 
either  in  a single  phrase  (e.g.  fig.  2d)  or  separately  (e.g.  figs.  2e-f),  but 
lacking  a fully  developed  normal  song  phrase  of  the  species  itself  that  is 
singing.  All  the  mixed  singers  encountered  were  identified  as  Short-toed 
by  their  ‘rival-calls’  (cf.  fig.  2b)  and  plumage  coloration. 

The  first  individual  was  recorded  on  26th  March  1983,  in  Manor 
Pederstrup  Park,  Isle  of  Lolland.  It  had  a mixed  phrase  consisting  of  three 
initial  figures  of  the  normal  Short-toed  phrase,  followed  by  a Common- 
like trill  as  well  as  the  final  figure  of  the  Common  phrase  (fig.  2d).  It  also 
gave  a ‘staccato-song’  ( sensu  Schwerdtfeger  & Thielcke  1986)  consisting  of 
only  three  figures,  very  much  like  the  first  three  in  fig.  2f.  Staccato-songs 
are  easily  recognisable,  and  are  apparent  in  the  song  repertoires  of  most 
Short-toed  Treecreepers  in  Denmark  (P.  Clausen,  unpublished).  During 
our  observations,  this  individual  fought  a Common  Treecreeper,  and  so 
we  were  able  to  compare  directly  the  plumages  of  the  two  as  they  climbed 
the  same  tree  trunk,  just  60cm  apart:  both  showed  their  respective 
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Fig.  2.  Sonagrams  of  voices  of  Danish  treecreepers  Certhia.  a-f  = Short-toed  C.  brachydactyla : a 
& c,  two  examples  of  normal  song  phrases;  b,  two  each  of  the  two  distinct  rival-calls,  used  in 
identification  (see  Thielcke  1964);  d,  the  mixed  phrase  of  one  individual;  e & f,  the  mixed 
song  repertoire  of  another  individual,  g-i  = Common  Treecreeper  C.familiaris : g,  an  example 
of  normal  song  phrase;  h,  a very  short  phrase;  i,  the  distinct  rival-call,  used  in  identification 
(see  Thielcke  1964).  Solid  and  outline  traces  on  the  sonagrams  indicate  figures  derived  from 
the  normal  repertoires  of,  respectively,  Short-toed  and  Common  Treecreepers.  See  text 


species’  characters,  and  the  Common  Treecreeper  sang  a phrase  typical  of 
its  species. 

The  second  mixed-singing  Short-toed  Treecreeper  was  tape-recorded 
on  27th  March  1983,  in  Manor  Corselitze  Park,  Isle  of  Falster.  It  had  a 
very  short  phrase  of  six  elements  (fig.  2e),  the  whole  of  which  appears  to 
be  derived  from  the  central  parts  of  the  song  phrase  of  Common 
Treecreeper.  It  also  had  a staccato-song  of  four  elements  (fig.  2f). 

Neither  of  the  above  two  individuals  uttered  fully  developed  Short-toed 
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phrases  of  6-7  figures;  nor  did  the  three  Short-toeds  that  gave  mixed 
singing,  but  were  not  tape-recorded.  One  of  the  latter,  at  Bregentved,  Isle 
of  Sjaelland,  on  1st  April  1983,  had  a mixed  song  of  approximately  two 
seconds’  duration;  this  sounded  as  if  it  was  begun  and  terminated  with 
normal  Short-toed  figures,  but  included  a Common  Treecreeper  trill  of  5- 
7 figures.  One  individual,  observed  on  1st  May  1983  at  Varde,  southwest 
Jutland,  had  a song  pattern  quite  like  that  of  the  Pederstrup  Short-toed. 
Finally,  the  third  Short-toed,  at  Horsens,  eastern  Jutland,  on  6th  February 
1985,  had  a song  pattern  like  that  of  the  Bregentved  individual. 


IMITATION  SINGING 


Two  Short-toed  Treecreepers  had  a quite  normal  species-specific  phrase, 
as  well  as  giving  an  imitation  of  Common  Treecreeper  (fig.  3).  At  no  time 
did  they  mix  the  song  figures  and,  moreover,  they  both  had  a fully 
developed  phrase  of  their  own  species.  We  therefore  distinguish  these 
individuals  from  the  mixed  singers  and  call  them  ‘imitation  singers’  (see 
discussion). 
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Fig.  3.  Repertoires  of  two  Short-toed  Treecreepers  Certhia  brachydactyla  giving  imitation  song, 
recorded  at  Moesgaard,  Denmark,  a & b,  the  1983  individual;  c & d,  the  1984  individual,  a & 
c show  the  normal  Short-toed  phrases,  and  b & d the  imitations  of  phrases  of  Common 
Treecreeper  C.  familians.  For  explanation  of  traces,  see  fig.  2.  See  also  text 


Both  imitation  singers  were  recorded  at  Moesgaard,  near  Aarhus, 
eastern  Jutland,  the  first  in  April-June  1983  and  the  second  in  April- 
September  1984.  We  believe  them  to  be  different  individuals  because  of 
the  differences  between  their  normal  (Short-toed)  phrases  (figs.  3a  & 3c), 
as  well  as  their  different  imitations  (figs.  3b  & 3d),  the  1984  male  singing 
an  almost  perfect  imitation  of  Common  Treecreeper.  This  second  male 
was  caught  and  measured  on  26th  April,  its  bill-to-skull  measurement 
being  19.7  mm  and  the  hindclaw  8.3  mm;  using  both  Svensson’s  (1970) 
ratio  and  Mead  & Wallace’s  (1976)  discriminant,  this  bird  can  be 
identified  as  a Short-toed  Treecreeper. 


Discussion 

Mixed  singing 

Mixed  singing  by  treecreepers  was  described  as  early  as  the  end  of  the  last 


501 


Mixed  singers  among  Short-toed  Treecreepers 

century  (review  by  Schwerdtfeger  & Thielcke  1986).  It  was  not,  however, 
until  1960  that  a more  detailed  description,  involving  the  use  of  tape- 
recording and  sonagraphic  techniques,  was  made  (Thielcke  1960). 
Ihielcke  (1972)  stated  that  only  Common  Treecreeper  appeared  to 
demonstrate  this  phenomenon  and  that  those  individuals  previously 
considered  to  be  mixed-singing  Short-toed  might  in  fact  have  been 
misidentified  Common  Treecreepers.  Despite  this,  Schwerdtfeger  & 
Thielcke  (1986)  published  the  ‘first’  record  of  mixed  singing  by  a German 
Short-toed  Treecreeper,  from  the  Harz  area.  In  West  Germany,  mixed 
singing  is,  however,  still  far  more  frequent  among  Common  Treecreepers 
than  among  Short-toed. 

From  Thielcke’s  extensive  studies  on  treecreeper  vocalisations,  it  is 
evident  that  (i)  juvenile  Short-toeds  must  at  least  learn  part  of  their  song 
from  conspecifics,  and  they  probably  distinguish  between  conspecifics 
and  heterospecifics  by  their  rival-calls,  which  are  assumed  to  be  innate 
(Thielcke  1984a);  and  that  (ii)  a similar  situation  seems  to  exist  with 
Common  Treecreeper,  which,  under  the  influence  of  Short-toed  and 
isolated  from  learning  from  a conspecific  ‘tutor’,  does,  however,  evolve  a 
mixed  song  pattern  (Thielcke  1960,  1972,  1986).  The  development  of 
mixed  singing  could  also  be  expected  from  Short-toed  Treecreepers  when 
isolated  from  conspecifics. 

For  the  Goldcrest  Regulus  regulus  and  the  Firecrest  R.  ignicapillus,  Becker 
(1977)  proposed  a mechanism  by  which  the  individual  learns  by  choosing 
as  tutor  a conspecific  if  available,  and  the  sibling  species  if  the  former  is 
unavailable.  This  leads  to  the  assumption  that  the  mixed-singing  species 
in  an  area  of  sympatry  should  be  the  less  numerous  of  the  sibling  pair. 
This  seems  to  work  also  for  the  treecreepers.  For  example,  Common  is  the 
mixed  singer  in  West  Germany,  where  Short-toed  is  by  far  the  more 
numerous  and  where  Common  has  its  westernmost  range  limits  on  the 
Continent  (apart  from  scattered  populations  in  France  and  the  Pyrenees: 
Yeatman  1976).  In  Denmark,  the  situation  is  reversed:  Short-toed  is  the 
mixed  singer,  here  at  its  northernmost  limits,  where  Common  is  the 
abundant  species. 

According  to  this  theory',  a treecreeper  giving  mixed  singing  in  Britain 
is  more  likely  to  be  a dispersing  Short-toed  than  a Common,  particularly 
as  the  latter  species  is  resident  in  Britain  (Flegg  1973)  and  thus  has  few,  if 
any,  chances  to  learn  song  elements  of  Short-toed. 

How  mixed-singing  Short-toed  Treecreepers  have  evolved  in  the 
vicinity  of  Paris  (Chappuis  1976)  remains  unclear.  As  yet,  there  are  few 
proven  records  of  Common  Treecreeper  around  Paris,  whereas  Short-toed 
is  abundant  (Yeatman  1976). 

Imitation  singing 

Juveniles  of  both  treecreeper  species,  when  hand-raised,  develop  songs 
highly  different  from  those  of  their  respective  species  in  the  wild  (Thielcke 
1970,  1984a,  b).  If  song  behaviour  during  hand-raising  can  be  taken  to 
reflect  that  in  natural  situations,  this  implies  little  likelihood  that  a Short- 
toed Treecreeper,  isolated  from  learning  from  conspecifics,  would  develop 
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the  normal  song  phrase  of  6-7  figures  that  is  found  in  its  wild  populations. 
Imitation  singers  among  Short-toed  Treecreepers  have  a fully  developed 
Short-toed  phrase,  and  we  therefore  interpret  these  as  individuals  which 
have  had  a conspecific  tutor,  but  have  also  -learned  from  Common 
Treecreeper. 

We  believe  imitations  to  have  a functional  explanation.  In  both  cases  of 
imitation  singing  by  Short-toeds,  the  individuals  involved  had  male 
Common  Treecreepers  in  neighbouring  territories.  The  two  species  are 
interspecifically  territorial  in  Denmark  (J.  Madsen,  unpublished;  personal 
observations),  a phenomenon  reported  also  from  Lower  Saxony  (Schnebel 
1972).  Further,  the  1984  imitation-singing  male  was  polygynous,  having 
both  a Short-toed  female  and  a Common  female  nesting  in  his  territory 
(unfortunately,  neither  nest  was  successful).  Thus,  imitations  may  be  used 
‘consciously’  to  communicate  with  members  of  the  other  species. 

In  support  of  this  interpretation,  we  can  also  report  a case  of  induced 
imitation  by  a Common  Treecreeper,  observed  by  J.  Madsen  and  S.  Toft 
at  Grasten,  southern  Jutland,  in  June  1983.  This  bird  responded  eagerly  to 
play-back  of  Short-toed  song  phrases:  at  first  it  was  singing  its  own 
species’  normal  song,  but  after  a short  time  it  started  to  modify  this  and 
gradually,  over  about  five  minutes,  the  song  was  changed  into  a seemingly 
perfect  imitation  of  Short-toed.  Clearly,  in  this  case,  the  imitation  was 
directed  at  an  apparent  intruding  rival,  by  ‘speaking  the  same  language’ 
as  that  rival. 
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Summary 

A survey  in  Denmark  during  1979-84  showed  Short-toed  Treecreeper  Certhia  brachydactyla  to 
be  more  common  than  previously  realised,  although  occupying  a more  restricted  habitat 
than  the  abundant  Common  Treecreeper  C.  familiaris.  Tape-recordings  were  made  of 
individuals  of  both  species.  ‘Mixed  singing’  by  Short-toed  (song  containing  elements  of  both 
species’  normal  songs,  but  lacking  any  fully  developed  phrase  of  the  species’  own  song)  was 
noted  from  five  individuals,  and  ‘imitation  singing’  (imitation  of  Common  Treecreeper,  but 
including  a fully  developed  phrase  of  its  own  species’  song)  from  two.  Both  types  of  singing 
are  described.  It  would  appear  that  mixed  singing  evolves  in  an  area  of  sympatry,  whereby 
the  less  numerous  of  two  sibling  species  learns  from  the  more  abundant  species.  It  is 
suggested  that  imitation  singing  may  be  used  ‘consciously’  to  communicate  with  members  of 
the  other  species  (the  two  treecreeper  species  are  interspecifically  territorial  in  Denmark). 
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Mains  charger 

69 
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prices)  and  a map  sent  upon  request.  Personal  export  service.  E.&O.E. 
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repairs  can  be  quoted  for  and  handed  in.  The  Reserve  is  near  to  Chichester,  W. 
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Where  to  Watch  Birds  in  Britain  and  Europe.  By  John  Gooders. 

Christopher  Helm,  London,  1988.  272  pages;  30  line-drawings;  71  maps. 
Paperback  £9.95. 

During  the  18  years  which  have  elapsed  since  the  first  edition  of  this  book,  the  birdwatching 
scene  in  Britain  has  changed  beyond  recognition.  The  number  of  birdw  atchers  has  increased 
many  fold  and  the  percentage  travelling  abroad  is  much  larger.  It  is  the  latter  group  that  will 
find  John  Gooders'  new  book  most  useful.  He  has  widened  the  scope  from  the  original 
strictly  European  limit  to  include  Morocco,  Israel,  Turkey,  Cyprus  and  Crete,  thereby 
covering  all  of  the  popular  Western  Palearctic  birdwatching  destinations. 
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For  each  country,  the  locations  of  sites  are  shown  on  a map,  then  the  sites  are  listed 
alphabetically,  each  one  described  in  a few  paragraphs,  and  then  the  species  of  most  interest 
are  listed  according  to  season.  A paragraph  headed  ‘Access’  describes  the  layout,  and  a 
shorter  one  headed  ‘Route’  covers  the  site’s  location,  with  maps  for  each  of  the  larger  or 
more  complicated  ones. 

The  author,  who  acknowledges  the  help  of  many  people,  has  drawn  widely  on  the  trip 
reports  produced  by  travelling  birdwatchers  (understandably,  for  no  single  birdwatcher 
could  possibly  know  every  site  in  each  of  the  countries  covered  well  enough  to  write  such  a 
guide  solely  from  personal  knowledge).  This  has  led  to  very  detailed  and  generally  accurate 
accounts,  but  the  author  has  to  assume  that  everything  found  in  such  trip  reports  is  correct 
and  up  to  date;  unfortunately  this  is  not  always  the  case.  Checking  Israel — as  the  country  I 
probably  know  best  within  the  region  covered — I found  the  three  site  maps  fairly  accurate, 
although  there  were  a few  errors  on  the  Eilat  map  (e.g.  the  captions  for  the  sewage-ponds 
and  the  salt-works  are  transposed;  and  the  ringing  station  has  been  in  the  North  Fields,  not 
near  the  date  palms,  for  some  years).  The  Access  sections  are  clear  and  very  accurate:  the 
only  error  which  I could  find  also  related  to  Eilat,  where  a railway  station  is  mentioned  in 
mistake  for  the  ringing  station:  potentially  confusing  for  a first-time  visitor. 

Most  of  the  species  lists  are  accurate,  but  again  a few  errors  have  crept  in,  for  example, 
Great  Snipe  Gallinago  media,  Alpine  Accentor  Prunella  collaris,  YVallcreeper  Tichodroma  muraria 
and  Finsch’s  Wheatear  Oenanthe finschii  should  not  be  included  in  the  summer  list  for  the  Lake 
Tiberius  area.  The  snipe  is  a rare  passage  migrant  and  the  other  three  are  winter  visitors,  the  first 
two  of  which  are  very  rare.  Maybe  I am  nit-picking,  but  a book  of  this  kind  is  meant  to  be 
used  both  before  and  during  a birdwatching  holiday,  so  the  information  it  contains  should  be 
absolutely  accurate.  Errors  such  as  the  ones  outlined  above  could  result  in  people  wasting 
precious  time  looking  for  species  that  they  have  little  or  no  chance  of  seeing  at  the  time  of 
year  of  their  visit. 

Most  of  the  information  in  the  book  is  reliable,  however,  and  will  undoubtedly  be  of 
enormous  help  to  anyone  planning  a birdwatching  trip  to  one  of  the  countries  covered.  The 
author  appeals  for  anyone  using  the  book  to  inform  him  of  any  information  that  needs 
updating  and  to  supply  him  with  copies  of  their  trip  reports,  so  hopefully  the  next  edition 
should  be  even  more  accurate.  Da  vid  Fishf.r 


Birdwatching  with  Bill  Oddie.  By  Bill  Oddie.  Macmillan  Press, 
London  & Basingstoke,  1988.  194  pages;  49  black-and-white  plates;  87 
line-drawings.  £8.95. 

I have,  first  of  all,  to  admit  that  I am  an  Oddie  fan.  But,  then,  if  you  are  not,  you  probably 
wouldn’t  buy  this  book  anyway.  Not  only  is  his  name  in  the  title  and  his  picture  on  the 
cover,  but  ever)'  sentence  and  ever)'  drawing  vibrates  with  Oddieisms.  And  wonderful  it 
all  is,  too! 

The  book  aims  to  tell  the  beginner  birdwatcher  all  the  things  which  he  needs  to  know 
before  he  gets  started  and  during  those  first  few  frustrating  months  when  a ‘female  House 
Sparrow  Passer  domeslicus  might  have  been  a Scarlet  Rosefinch  Carpodacus  ety thrums'  and  you 
imagined  that  the  best  place  to  see  an  Avocet  Recurvirostra  avosetta  was  the  RSPB 
Headquarters  at  Sandy.  No  field  guide  gives  the  information  provided  here  by  Bill  Oddie. 
There  are  other  books  (some  very  good)  which  give  advice  to  beginner  birdwatchers,  but 
there  is  none  which  does  so  with  the  wit,  thoroughness  and  sheer  enthusiasm  of  this  one. 
Start  reading  at  the  beginning  of  the  book  and,  even  if  you  are  an  experienced 
birdwatcher  (something  which  this  book  aims  to  help  you  to  become),  it  is  difficult  not  to 
keep  on  reading  until  you  reach  the  end.  The  text  bowls  along  at  a cracking  pace,  rather 
in  the  way  that  one  might  imagine  Bill  Oddie  (laden  down  with  binoculars,  telescope, 
tripod  and  rucksack)  heading  for  some  distant  warbler-filled  undergrowth  on  an  October 
morn. 

This  book  is  great  fun.  Any  beginner  who  reads  it  will  receive  a lot  of  useful  advice,  but 
perhaps  it  is  the  old-hands  (and  if  you  are  reading  a review  in  British  Birds , that  probably 
includes  you)  who  will  appreciate  just  how  sound  the  advice  is.  As  I read  this  text,  my 
chuckles  of  amusement  were  interspersed  with  thoughts  of  ‘How  true!'  as  some  gem  of 
Bill  Oddie’s  wisdom  struck  a mental  chord  from  my  own  birdwatching  experiences. 
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Unless  you  think  that  birdwatching  shouldn’t  be  fun,  or  that  ornithology  and  humour 
do  not  mix,  buy  a copy  of  this  book  lor  yourself,  and  also  one  for  anyone  (old  or  young) 
who  you  know  is  just  starting  out  in  the  birdwatching  game.  Bill  Oddie  is  a professional 
communicator,  and  more  than  anything  else  this  book  communicates  the  enjoyment 
which  one  can  get  from  birdwatching.  That’s  a splendid  message  for  everyone,  beginner 
and ‘expert’ alike.  J.  T.  R.  Sharrock 


s?fbentp-filjf  prats  ago... 


‘PARENT-BIRDS  REMOVING  MATTER  FROM  THE  GAPES  OF  NESTLINGS.  For 
some  years  now  I have  been  paying  particular  attention  to  the  nestlings  of  common  birds. 
It  is  of  course  now  known  to  all  ornithologists  that  the  parents  keep  the  nest  clean  (as  a 
general  rule)  by  carrying  away  the  excrement  and  often  by  swallowing  it,  during  the  early 
part  of  the  nestling-period.  While  watching  these  operations  I noticed  that,  after  feeding 
the  young,  the  old  birds  almost  always  examined  the  gapes  of  the  nestlings  and  often 
removed  something  from  them.  It  was  not  at  all  easy  to  come  to  a conclusion  as  to  what 
was  removed,  for  it  was  usually  impossible  to  obtain  anything  for  examination,  especially 
as  most  of  the  parent-birds  swallowed  what  they  removed.  I feel  convinced,  however,  that 
what  is  removed  is  either  food  which  the  nestling  has  not  swallowed,  or  it  is  undigested 
matter  that  has  returned  to  the  gape  . . . Unfortunately  my  time  is  too  limited  to  enable 
me  to  investigate  this  matter  thoroughly,  and  1 only  wish  to  suggest  that  here  is  an 
interesting  little  problem  for  ornithologists  to  solve.  }.  H.  Owf.n.’  (Bril.  Birds  7:140-141, 
October  1913) 


Best  recent  black-and-white 
bird-photographs 

We  normally  view  the  black-and-white  pictures  submitted  for  this 
feature  immediately  after  judging  the  ‘Bird  Photograph  of  the  Year' 
competition. 

With  our  minds  still  reeling  from  a plethora  of  stunning  coloured 
images,  one  might  imagine  that  our  view  of  simpler,  monochrome  images 
would  be  dulled.  Not  so.  We  always  seem  to  expect  the  standard  and 
volume  of  black-and-white  submissions  to  fall,  but  it  never  does.  On  the 
contrary,  this  style  of  work  appears  to  be  gaining  in  strength  compared 
with  recent  years  and,  as  we  have  done  before,  we  w ould  exhort  all  of  you 
who  have  not  tried  to  give  it  a go.  There  is  a huge  added  satisfaction  in 
watching  an  image  that  you  have  created  completely  grow  in  front  of  your 
eyes  in  the  developing  dish. 

At  its  best,  black-and-white  photography  can  be  visually  overwhelming 
in  a way  that  colour  never  is,  being  camouflaged  by  its  own  richness.  The 
simplicity  of  the  monochrome  image  allows  fiercer  criticism,  and  forces 
the  photographer  to  develop  technical  and  aesthetic  skills  to  wring  the 
best,  tonally  and  compositionally,  from  the  negative.  Do  not  regard  black- 
and-white  work  as  the  poor  relation.  Far  from  it.  It  can  hold  its  head  up  in 
any  company. 


[Bril.  Bird t 81:  505-515.  October  1988] 
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Best  recent  black-and-white  bird-photographs 

We  must  comment  that  the  general  standard  of  print  production  is  not 
what  it  used  to  be,  but  we  are  sure  that  this  is  due  to  the  use  of  the 
ubiquitous,  resin-coated  ‘paper’,  probably  with  multigrade  characteristics. 
The  most  revealing  comparison  was  afforded- by  Tony  Bond’s  Kestrel 
Falco  tinnunculus  (plate  244).  We  guess  that  it  was  printed  on  Galerie,  a ‘real’ 
paper  and,  as  such,  it  stood  out  head  and  shoulders,  hoisted  there  by  its 
superb  tonal  range.  Our  other  selection  of  Tony’s  was  his  delightful  Ring- 
billed Gull  Larus  delawarensis  (plate  245).  Afhcionados  will  already  realise 
that  this  is  Tony  Bond’s  tenth  successive  year  of  selection  in  this  feature. 

Richard  T.  Mills  has  no  fewer  than  three  pictures  selected,  and  appears 
for  his  third  successive  year;  his  fourth  in  total.  All  of  the  standard  we 
have  come  to  expect  of  him,  his  pictures  of  Blue  Tit  Parus  caemleus, 
Wilson’s  Phalarope  Phalaropus  tricolor , and  Curlews  Numenius  arquata  and 
Oystercatchers  Haematopus  ostralegus  at  roost  exhibit  his  versatility  in  using 
three  totally  different  techniques.  Blue  Tits  rarely  sit  still  and  do  the 
photographer’s  bidding,  so  this  one  among  early-spring  catkins  (plate 
246)  has  been  beautifully  captured  with  a 600-mm  lens  and  well-balanced 
flash.  In  direct  contrast  is  the  vagrant  Wilson’s  Phalarope  (plate  247), 
which  is  either  stretching  luxuriously  or  swearing  vigorously.  The  group 
of  Curlews  and  Oystercatchers  at  a high-water  roost  in  a flower-filled 
meadow  (plate  249)  was  obtained  by  remote  control,  using  the  now- 
familiar  technique  of  a relatively  short  lens  (85  mm)  at  close  range  to  give 
great  depth  of  focus. 

A.  R.  Hamblin  features  for  the  third  time,  and  second  successive  year, 
with  a fine  shot  of  a pair  of  Red-backed  Shrikes  Lanius  collurio  at  their 
Spanish  nest.  This  lovely  picture  (plate  248)  exhibits  all  the  classical  and 
traditional  values  of  the  British  bird-photographer:  male  and  female  at  the 
nest,  showing  the  young,  all  sharp,  well  exposed  and  composed,  and 
perfectly  ‘gardened’.  Good  stuff! 

The  first  of  our  new  names  is  Paul  van  Gaalen  from  the  Netherlands, 
with  two  photographs.  One  is  of  Common  Sandpipers  Actitis  hypoleucos 
resting  before  continuing  their  autumn  migration  (plate  250).  In  his  notes 
he  tells  us  that  the  hide  was  erected  two  months  before  the  birds  arrived. 
The  other,  of  Bewick’s  Swans  Cygnus  columbianus  (plate  253),  was 
photographed  in  the  Netherlands  at  the  hauntingly  named  ‘Outer 
Marches  of  the  Black  Water’.  With  such  a photograph,  it  is  easy  to 
imagine  the  music  of  their  bugling. 

Also  from  the  Netherlands,  and  a newcomer  to  this  feature,  is  Arnoud 
B.  van  den  Berg,  with  a perfect  study  of  a juvenile  Broad-billed  Sandpiper 
Limicola  falcinellus  (plate  251).  Superbly  executed,  this  photograph  would 
merit  publication  even  if  it  were  of  a much  more  common  species. 

Though  he  is  no  stranger  to  the  pages  of  this  journal,  Paul  Doherty’s 
Night  Heron  Nycticorax  nycticorax  provides  his  first  inclusion  in  this  feature. 


244.  Female  Kestrel  Falco  tinnunculus,  Lancashire,  June  1987  (Tony  Bond)  (Canon  Al; 

300mm  Canon;  FP4;  f5.6,  1/1 25th) 

245.  Ring-billed  Gull  Larus  delawarensis,  Merseyside,  December  1987  (Tony  Bond)  (Canon 

Al;  300mm  Canon;  XP  1;  1/1 25th  Auto) 


246.  Blue  Tit  Pams  caemleus,  Co.  Cork,  March  1987  (Richard  T.  Mills)  (Nikon  FE2;  Nikkor  600mm; 

TRI  X;  F22;  1 /250th  plus  flash) 

247.  Wilson’s  Phalarope  Phalaropus  tricolor,  Co.  Cork,  August  1987  ( Richard  T.  Mills)  (Nikon  FE2; 

Nikkor  600mm;  TRI  X;  f5 .6;  1/1 000th ) 


(FP4,  (11.5  at  1 /30th  with  flash) 

249.  Curlews  Numenius  arquata  and  Oystercatchers  Haemalopus  ostralegus,  Co.  Cork  (Richard  T.  Mills) 
(Nikon  Fh2;  Nikkor  85mm;  I RI  X;  fl  1 on  Auto  by  remote  control) 


250.  Common  Sandpipers  Aclilis  hypoleucos,  Netherlands,  August  1987  ( Paul  van  Gaalen)  (Nikon 

FE2;  Leitz  Telyt  400mm;  T.  Max  400) 


252.  Top  right,  juvenile  Night  Heron  Nycticorax  nycticorax,  Israel,  December  1987  (Paul  Doherty) 

(Nikon  FE;  Nikkor  400mm  with  2x  Converter;  T-Max  100,  1 /250th,  f8) 

253.  Bottom  right,  Bewick’s  Swans  Cygnus  columbianus,  Netherlands,  February  1987  ( Paul  van 

Gaalen)  (Nikon  FE2;  Leitz  Telyt  400mm) 


251.  Juvenile  Broad-billed  Sandpiper  Lirnicola  falcinellus , Netherlands,  September  1987  (Amoud  B. 
van  den  Berg)  (Leicaflex  SL;  Novoflex  400mm;  XPI;  1/250) 


254.  Spotted  Flycatchers  Musdcapa  striata  at  nest,  Cornwall,  July  1987  (G.  Cockilf)  (Canon  AF.1P; 

Canon  200mm;  XP1;  fl6;  1 /60th  with  2 flash  heads) 

255.  Male  Rock  Bunting  Emberiza  cia  at  nest  with  young,  Portugal,  June  1987  ( Kei’in  & Christine 

Carlson ) (Nikon  F;  Vivitar  zoom  70-210mm;  FP4;  (16;  1 /60th  with  flash) 


I 256.  Pair  of  Purple  Herons  Ardea  purpurea  changing  over  at  nest  with  young,  Portugal.  May  1987 
(Kerin  & Christine  Carlson)  (Nikon  FE;  Nikkor  AF  Zoom  70-210mm;  FP4;  f8;  l/125th) 

] ,257.  Black-necked  Grebe  Podiceps  nigricollis,  Netherlands,  June  1984  (Hans  Schouten)  (Nikon  FE; 

Nikkor  400mm  ED;  FP4;  f5.6:  l/125th) 
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Taken  in  Israel,  his  excellent  picture  (plate  252)  shows  well  the  plumage 
features  of  this  juvenile. 

Yet  another  first-timer  is  G.  Cockill  from  Cornwall,  whose  Spotted 
flycatchers  Muscicapa  striata  (plate  254)  illustrates  perfectly  a typical  nest 
of  the  species  in  a natural  setting. 

Neither  ‘Bird  Photograph  of  the  Year’  nor  this  feature  would  be 
complete  without  a picture  from  Kevin  Carlson,  so  here  up  he  pops  again 
(for  the  seventeenth  time!)  with  two  pictures  bearing  his  superb  technical 
and  aesthetic  hallmarks.  Both  photographs  were  taken  in  his  preferred 
hunting  ground  of  Portugal,  and  show  quite  magnificently  a Rock  Bunting 
Emberiza  cia  at  its  nest  (plate  255)  and  a pair  of  Purple  Herons  Ardea 
purpurea  changing  over  at  their  nest  (plate  256).  This  latter  picture  is  one  of 
a magnificent  series,  one  of  which  we  have  already  had  the  opportunity  to 
admire  in  colour  (plate  135). 

Hans  Schouten  is  also  no  stranger  to  us.  From  the  Netherlands,  Hans 
qualifies  for  the  third  occasion,  and  his  second  successive  year.  His 
photograph  this  time  is  a fine  portrait  of  a summer-plumaged  Black- 
necked Grebe  Podiceps  nigricollis  (plate  257),  with  the  droplets  of  water  from 
a recent  dive  still  visible  on  its  back  and  neck. 

Finally,  but  far  from  least,  and  for  the  fifth  successive  year,  we  have 
Mark  Hamblin,  this  time  with  two  photographs.  One  shows  a Yellow 
Wagtail  Motacilla  Jlava  carrying  food  for  its  young,  in  typical  stance  upon 
vegetation  near  its  nest  (plate  258);  and  the  other  a Red  Grouse  Lagopus 
lagopus  standing  proud  against  a heather  backdrop  (plate  259). 

We  are  confident  that  you  will  agree  that  this  twenty-ninth  selection  of 
‘Best  recent  black-and-white  bird-photographs’  shows  that  there  is  a lot  of 
life  in  the  medium  yet.  Indeed,  of  those  selected,  seven  are  of  species  not 
previously  included:  Black-necked  Grebe,  Night  Heron,  Bewick  s Swan, 
Broad-billed  Sandpiper,  Wilson’s  Phalarope,  Ring-billed  Gull  and  Rock 
Bunting.  By  contrast,  Kestrel  and  Curlew  are  both  represented  for  the 
seventh  time,  and  Common  Sandpiper  for  the  sixth. 

Of  the  ten  photographers,  four  appear  for  the  first  time,  though  we  are 
sure  not  for  the  last.  We  are  already  looking  forward  avidly  to  next  year's 
entries.  DonSmith,  R.J.  CHANDLER,  Eric  HosKlNGand 

J.  T.  R.  Sharrock 


258.  Yellow  Wagtail  Motacilla  Jlava , Warwickshire,  July  1987  (Mark  Hamblin ) (Pentax 
300mm;  FP4;  f8;  l/125th) 

259.  Female  Red  Grouse  Lagopus  lagopus , North  Yorkshire,  April  1987  (Mark  Hamblin) 
(Pentax  MX;  Novoflex  400mm;  FP4;  f5.6;  l/60th) 


News  and  comment 


Robin  Prytherch  and  Mike  Everett 

Opinions  expressed  in  this  feature  are  not  necessarily  those  of  “British  Birds’ 


260.  First  ‘Monthly  marathon’  winner,  Pek- 
ka  Nikander,  on  SUNBIRD  trip  to  Thailand, 
February  1988  (Jon  Dunn) 


Pekka’s  prize  The  winner  of  the  first 
‘Monthly  marathon’,  Pekka  Nikander,  chose 
as  his  prize  a SUNBIRD  birdwatching  holi- 
day in  Thailand.  With  his  interest  in  the 
identification  of  Asiatic  vagrants  to  Europe 
and  the  Middle  East,  Pekka  naturally  con- 
centrated on  the  Palearctic  migrants  which 
are  such  a feature  of  winter  in  Thailand.  We 
gather  that  he  notched  up  more  than  a 
dozen  species  of  Phylloscopus  warbler  and  that 
at  midday — when  everyone  else  tends  to  sip 
a drink  and  have  a siesta  in  the  shade — 
Pekka  was  to  be  seen  lying  in  the  grass 
watching  Lanceolated  Warblers  Locustella 
lanceolata  or  lurking  half  inside  some  bushes 
comparing  Dusky  Warblers  P.  Juscatus  and 
Radde’s  Warblers  P.  schwarzi- 


BBRC  Identification  Meeting  The  Rarities 
Committee  has  an  annual  meeting  in  spring 
to  discuss  policy  and  other  general  matters. 
In  most  years,  a second  meeting  is  held  to 
research  identification  problems  which  are 
mostly  related  to  the  Committee’s  current 
work.  The  latest  such  meeting  was  held  on 
9th  July  1988  at  the  British  Museum 
(Natural  History)  at  Tring,  where  all 
relevant  skins  were  made  available  for  study. 
On  several  occasions,  field  characters  were 
also  clarified  by  reference  to  slides.  Most  of 
the  species  discussed  produced  very  useful 
information:  adult  Snowy  Egret  Egretta  thula 
(compared  with  adult  Little  Egret  E.  gar- 
zetta),  eclipse  male,  adult  female  and  first- 
w'inter  Falcated  Duck  Anas  falcata,  eclipse 
male,  adult  female  and  first-winter  Blue- 
winged Teal  A.  discors  (compared  with  equiva- 
lent age  and  sex  of  Cinnamon  Teal  A. 
cyanoptera ),  Lesser  Short-toed  Lark  Calandrella 
rufescens  (compared  with  Short-toed  Lark  C. 
brachydactyla) , Naumann’s  Thrush  Turdus 
naumanni  naumanni,  Two-barred  Greenish 
Warbler  Phylloscopus  plumbeitarsus  (compared 
with  Greenish  Warbler  P.  trochiloides  and 
Green  Warbler  P.  nitidus).  Parrot  Crossbill 
Loxia  pytyopsittacus  (compared  with  Crossbill 
L.  curvirostra),  and  autumn  male  Black- 
headed Bunting  Emberiza  melanocephala . Some 
progress  was  made  with  adult  Night  Heron 
Nycticorax  nyclicorax  of  the  races  nycticorax  and 
hoactli,  Blyth’s  Reed  Warbler  Acrocephalus 
dumetorum  (compared  with  Reed  Warbler  A. 
scirpaceus  of  the  races  scirpaceus  and  Juscus  and 
Marsh  Warbler  A.  palustris),  adult  male 
Subalpine  Warbler  Sylvia  cantillans  of  the 
races  cantillans  and  albistriata,  Yellow-browed 
Warbler  Phylloscopus  inomatus  of  the  eastern 
race  humei,  and  adult  Woodchat  Shrike 
Lanius  senator  of  the  races  senator  and  badius. 
Other  agenda  items  covered  more  briefly 
involved  first-summer  Whiskered  Tern  Chli- 
donias  hybridus  and  Spectacled  Warbler 
Sylvia  conspicillata.  The  skins,  slides  and 
stimulating  discussion  made  for  a very 
interesting,  constructive  and  informative 
day.  ( Contributed  by  P.  G.  Ixmsdown) 


‘Country  Life’/RSNC  County  Birdwatch 

The  stunning  success  of  the  ‘South  Lakes  A’ 
team  from  Cumbria  (plate  261)  surprised 
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261.  ‘South  I.akes  A’  team,  winners  of  1988  Country  Life/ RSNC  County  Birdwatch:  left  to 
right,  Steve  Dodgson,  Roy  Bottomley,  Ian  Kinley  and  Gary  Agar  ( David  Tomlinson ) 


the  judges  in  the  third  Country  Li/e/Royal 
Society  for  Nature  Conservation  County 
Birdwatch:  Steve  Dodgson,  Roy  Bottomley, 
Ian  Kinley  and  Gary  Agar  recorded  138 
species  in  24  hours,  to  achieve  95.83%  of 
their  target  figure.  This  gave  the  Cumbrian 
team  first  place,  and  they  won  the  Country 
Life  Bam  Owl  trophy,  plus  a cheque  for  £500 
for  their  county  trust.  In  second  place  was 
another  Cumbrian  team,  with  the  Wiltshire 
‘Great  Bustards’  third  and  also  the  highest- 
placed  inland  county. 

This  year,  99  teams  entered  the  event,  and 
results  were  received  from  over  90.  Some 
232  species  of  birds  were  recorded  by  the 
competing  teams,  including  Little  Egret, 
Falcated  Duck,  Bonelli’s  Warbler,  Thrush 
Nightingale,  Ring-billed  Gull  (found  by  Bill 
Oddie,  who  was  a member  of  the  fourth- 
placed  ‘Chairman’s  Oddities’  team  from 
Dorset),  Crane  and  Bluethroat.  Rather  more 
than  £20,000  was  raised  by  the  event  for  the 
British  Wildlife  Appeal.  Two  teams  raised 
over  £2,000:  the  ‘High  Tech  Hawks’  from 
Shropshire  and  the  Dorset  Trust  for  Nature 
Conservation  team,  and  they  shared  the 
Barbour  trophy  (plus  a cheque  for  £500). 

Plans  for  next  year  are  already  in  hand, 
and  include  a radical  rethink  of  the  handi- 
cap system,  based  on  the  results  of  the 
competition’s  first  three  years,  while  there  is 
also  the  possibility  that  the  Birdwatch  will 
be  held  on  a choice  of  two  May  weekends, 
allowing  for  the  fact  that  the  peak  date  for 
seeing  the  maximum  number  of  birds  in  a 


day  is  much  earlier  in  the  South  than  in  the 
North. 

Conservation  action  in  Malaga  province 

Further  to  our  report  on  conservation 
action  in  Andalucia  (BB  81:  246),  the 
biologist  in  charge  of  Fuente  de  Piedra 
(Malaga  province),  Manuel  Rendon,  and 
Andy  Paterson  tell  us  that  action  and 
capital  spending  on  protection  is  high  on 
the  list  of  priorities  of  the  Environment 
Agency,  AMA  (Agencia  del  Medio 
Ambiente).  A comprehensive  protection 
law  is  being  drawn  up,  which  aims  to 
protect  all  remaining  wetlands  in  Andalu- 
cia, either  through  site  purchase  or  by  full 
agreement  with  the  proprietors.  Within 
Malaga  province  alone,  AMA  already  owns 
Fuente  de  Piedra,  the  second-most- 
important  site  in  Europe  for  Greater  Fla- 
mingos Phoenicopterus  ruber,  where  this  year 
there  were  over  12,500  chicks  in  the 
creche;  there  was  also  a good-sized  breed- 
ing colony  of  Gull-billed  Terns  Gelochelidon 
nilotica.  AMA  is  negotiating  with  a view'  to 
buying  or  coming  to  a protection  agree- 
ment with  the  owners  of  eight  other 
lagoons  in  Malaga  province.  Capital 
spending  on  Fuente  de  Piedra  alone  is 
estimated  at  £250,000  for  1988-89,  and 
includes  the  construction  of  a combined 
research  and  public  information  centre 
and  a series  of  four  public  observation 
hides,  the  main  one  of  which  (to  open  late 
1989)  will  directly  overlook  the  colony.  A 
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good  example  of  an  agreement  with  a site 
owner  is  that  made  with  the  proprietors  of 
the  salinas  at  Cabo  de  Gata,  Almeria, 
another  important  wetland  site,  where 
commercial  interests  can  co-operate  with 
conservation  interests.  At  Fuente  de 
Piedra  in  1988,  there  were  actually  more 
Greater  Flamingo  chicks  than  in  the 
Camargue  (compared  with  around  40 
nests  in  Donana),  while  reconstruction  of 
one  of  the  Gull-billed  Tern  breeding  areas 
has  resulted  not  only  in  increased  numbers 
of  this  species,  but  also  in  colonisation  by 
a small  number  of  Black-headed  Gulls 
Larus  ridibundus.  Unfortunately,  a pair  of 
Slender-billed  Gulls  L.  genei  seen  in  April 
did  not  stay  to  breed. 

Pagham  Harbour  Few  birdwatching  sites 
in  the  South  of  England  are  better  known 
than  Pagham  Harbour  in  Sussex,  and  the 
most  popular  spot  there  is  the  Ferry  Pool, 
which  is  overlooked  from  the  main 
Chichester  to  Selsey  road.  The  1 15-ha  field 
surrounding  the  pool,  as  well  as  the  pool 
itself,  has  now  been  bought  by  the  Sussex 
Wildlife  Trust,  and  its  future  is  secured. 
The  many  thousands  who  have  enjoyed 
visiting  Pagham  may  now  like  to  contri- 
bute to  the  appeal  for  the  balance  of  the 
purchase  price,  or  obtain  details  of  two 
signed  artists  prints  of  the  Pool  and  of  the 
Harbour,  which  have  been  specially 
painted  by  John  Davis;  write  to  the  Sussex 
Ornithological  Society,  Holly  Cottage, 
Millers  Lane,  Outwood,  Surrey  RHi  5PZ. 

( Contributed  by  G.  des  Forges) 

‘BB’-Sunbird  tour  to  Canada  Despite  sub- 
zero temperatures  at  Churchill,  the  BB- 
Sunbird  tour  to  Canada  from  27th  May  to 
9th  June  went  very  well  (plate  262).  A total 


of  230  species  was  seen,  including  a display- 
ing Spruce  Grouse  Dendragapus  canadensis , 
Asian  Yellow  Rails  Columicops  noveboracensis 
at  the  group’s  feet,  the  spectacular  aerial 
chases  of  Breeding  Hudsonian  Godwits 
Limosa  haemastica,  a Pileated  Woodpecker 
Dtyocopus  pileatus  at  the  picnic  table  and  a 
Sprague’s  Pipit  Anthus  spragueii  on  the  ground 
(a  species  normally  seen  only  in  flight);  not 
to  mention  the  thousands  of  Lapland  Calcar- 
ius  lapponicus  and  Snow  Buntings  Plectrophe- 
nax  nivalis  bottle-necked  at  Churchill. 

Dorothy  Rook  It  was  with  great  sadness 
that  we  learned  of  the  death  in  July  of 
Dorothy  Rook.  For  more  than  a decade 
until  her  retirement  in  1978,  Dorothy  was. 
Librarian  at  the  RSPB,  doing  a great  deal 
to  establish  the  library  there  and  to  make  it 
one  of  the  best  in  the  country.  At  the  same 
time,  she  earned  a considerable  reputation 
for  her  wise,  skilful  and  ever-patient  hand- 
ling of  the  thousands  of  enquiries  which 
came  her  way.  As  well  as  her  wide-ranging 
knowledge,  she  had  a great  sense  of  fun. 
She  was  an  ‘original’  in  every  sense,  and  all 
who  knew  her  will  remember  her  with 
affection. 

‘Go  Birding’  This  is  the  title  of  a new 
series  of  six  television  programmes,  to  be 
shown  on  BBC  2 in  the  late  autumn/ 
winter.  It  is  introduced  by  Tony  Soper, 
who  sets  out  to  explore  the  achievements 
of  practical  birdwatching.  Starting  with 
rare  birds  on  the  Isles  of  Scilly,  the  series 
progresses  through  range  changes,  count- 
ing and  censusing  birds,  movements  and 
migration,  food  and  feeding,  nests  (in 
particular,  the  value  of  nest  boxes  to  birds 
and  nest  studies),  to  end  with  bird  and 


262.  ‘BB’/SUNBIRD  tour  to  Canada:  left  to  right,  Bill  Rydell,  Mary  Rydell,  Stu  Tingley  (co- 
leader), Jim  Lasley,  George  Rowe,  David  Fisher  (co-leader),  John  Hurrell,  Ted  Brett  and 

Verna  Timm  ( David  Fisher ) 


Ornithological  Society  of  the  Middle  East 


OSME 


• promotes  the  study 
and  conservation  of  birds 

throughout  the  Middle  East 

• publishes  Sandgrouse 
and  two  Bulletins  annually 

• maintains  a conservation  fund 
to  support  small-scale  projects 
by  members 

• keeps  a register  of  important 
bird  sites  in  the  Middle  East 
• publishes  the  Turkey  Bird  Report 
• has  run  a major  expedition 
to  North  Yemen 
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A Birthday  Celebration 

1978-1988 

26  November  1988 
13.00-1 7.00 

Friends  House,  London 
(opposite  Fusion  Station) 

1 alkson  Middle  Eastern  Ornithological  Themes 
an  Art  Exhibition  and  Sale 
a Middle  Eastern  Bird  Quiz 
Cream  Tea 

plus  many  other  attractions 

Entry  is  by  Ticket  Only 
Minimum  charge  of  L5. 00.  All  proceeds  to 
conservation  projects  in  Middle  Fast 

Joint  meeting  with  BOC 
6 December 


Tojoin  (UK  fee  £7  a year), 
write  to  Membership  Secretary, 
OSME  c/o  The  Lodge,  Sandy, 
Bedfordshire,  England,  SG19  2DL 


Imperial  College.  London 
For  Both  events  contact  secretary 

EVERYONE  WELCOME 
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Please  send  Brochure  □ 
Please  send  ( ) Freshold 
Supports  at  £29.50  + £3  P&P 
each.  I enclose  cheque/M. O. 
for  £ 

made  payable  to: 

In-Court  Sports  Ltd 

If  not  satisfied,  money  back  guaranteed, 
if  returned  within  10  days. 


NAME 
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POSTCODE 


PHONE 


IN-COURT  SPORTS  LTD 


26  LAUREL  PARK,  ST  ARVANS, 
CHEPSTOW,  GWENT  NP6  6ED 


Telephone 
02912  71184 
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Relieves  arm  strain. 


ORNITHOLIDAYS 

i non  MEMBER  OF  THE  ASSOCIATION  OF 
I BRITISH  TRAVEL  AGENTS 

Holidays  Organised  by  Birdwatchers  for  Birdwatchers 
Twenty-four  years’  service  to  birdwatchers  & naturalists 
Programme  will  include: 

£“na  I Christmas  ’88/New  Year  '89 

China/Tibet 
Australia 
New  Zealand 
Venezuela 
The  Galapagos 
Yellowstone  Nat.  Park 
Israel 
Jordan 
Cyprus 
N.  E.  Greece 
Turkey 

Write  or  ’phone  for  a brochure  to: 

LAWRENCE  G.  HOLLOWAY 

ORNITHOLIDAYS 

DEPT.  2,  1-3  VICTORIA  DRIVE,  BOGNOR  REGIS,  WEST  SUSSEX,  P021  2PW 
Tel:  0243  821230  (D401) 


N.  India 
Kenya 

Namibia  - Etosha 

Zimbabwe 

Tanzania 

Botswana  - The  Okavango 
Natal 

Madagascar 
India  - Tiger  Special 
The  Seychelles 
Thailand 


Yugoslavia 

Corfu 

The  Camargue 
The  Roussillon 
Andorra 

Spanish  Pyrenees 

S.  W.  Spain 
Coto  Donana 
Majorca 
Lake  Neusiedl 
Arctic  Nonway 


MEMBER 


YOUR 

ATOL  LICENCE  No.  743  guarantee 


BOOKS 
ON  BIRDS 


Catalogue  on  request 

WHELDON  & 
WESLEY  LIMITED 

LYTTON  LODGE 
CODICOTE 
Nr.  HITCHIN 
HERTS.  SG4  8TE 

Tel.  Stevenage  (0438)  820370 
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ENJOY  OUR  ECONOMICALLY  PRICED 


**Ng  birdwatching 

**  y % TRIPS  IN  BEAUTIFUL 
* ° BRITISH  COLUMBIA 

* AND 
* WASHINGTON 

STATE. 

OUR  SMALL  GROUPS  ARE  LED  BY  FRIENDLY 
AND  QUALIFIED  LOCAL  BIRDERS. 


• Spring  Migration  on  the  Coast. 

Catch  the  height  of  spring  migration  on  the 
Pacific  flyway!  Excellent  birding  for  shore- 
birds  and  waterfowl  plus  good  opportunities 
for  raptors,  passerines,  and  some  pelagics. 
April  25  - May  1 


• Spring  Migration  in  the  Interior. 

Join  our  birdwatching  trip  to  the  beautiful 
Okanagan  Valley  of  British  Columbia  at  the 
optimum  time.  Many  colourful  passerines 
as  well  as  hummingbirds,  swifts,  raptors, 
waders,  etc.  May  15-19. 

Coast  pre-trip.  May  12-14 


For  Itineraries  Contact: 
HUMMINGBIRD  NATURE  TOURS 
13738 -232nd  Street 
Maple  Ridge,  B.C.  Canada  V2X  7E7 
(604)  467-9219 
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habitat  conservation.  The  work  of  the  BTO 
gets  a conspicuous  airing;  many  of  its 
long-running  surveys  are  shown  in  action, 
with  RSPB  interests  emerging  in  the  final 
two  programmes.  Sequences  to  look  out 
for  include  the  successful  breeding  of 
Black-winged  Stilts  in  Britain  last  year, 
Red  Kites  at  Tregaron  tip,  Gannets  on 
Grassholm,  Pink-footed  Geese  at  Martin 
Mere,  and  Barnacle  Geese  on  Islay.  There  is 
also  a book  with  the  same  title,  written 
mostly  by  the  BTO  and  RSPB  staff  who 
helped  with  the  series. 

John  Gooders  joins  FFPS  In  June  1988, 
John  Gooders  was  appointed  as  the  first 
Executive  Director  of  the  Fauna  and  Flora 
Preservation  Society.  The  FFPS,  the  oldest 
conservation  body  in  the  world,  is  best 
known  for  its  successes  in  saving  the 
Arabian  oryx  and  the  mountain  gorilla,  but 
has  maintained  a high  profile  with  its  work 
with  bats  (‘Bats  Need  Friends’),  toad  tun- 
nels, hedgehogs  (‘Don’t  Squash  Me’),  and 
so  on.  John  will,  of  course,  maintain  his 
links  with  the  bird-tour  company  Birding, 
and  will  continue  to  initiate  new  tours  and 
lead  a few  departures  each  year. 

Binoculars  take  a walk  VVe  have  received 
a most  unusual  press  release  from  Kay 
Optical,  which  offers  a £100  reward  for  the 
recovery  of  a pair  of  ZEISS  West  Germany 
7 X 42  B/GAT  Dialyt  binoculars  (serial  no: 
210906),  stolen  from  their  premises  at  89B 
London  Road,  Morden,  Surrey  (tel:  01  648 
8822).  Interest  in  each  other’s  binoculars  is 
normally  healthy  and  often  a little  com- 
petitive, but  this  adds  a new  perspective. 

Don,  Dippers,  two  cats  and  a farmer  We 

should  like  to  share  with  our  readers  two 
tales  told  by  BB' s Photographic  Consultant, 
Don  Smith,  which  we  have  discovered  in  the 
pages  of  The  Scots  Magazine  (113:  582-584. 
September  1980): 

‘For  some  odd  reason  most  of  the  funnier 
things  which  happen  to  me  are  concerned 
with  remote-control  photography.  For  inst- 
ance, the  story  of  the  cat  and  the  dipper. 

‘On  a balmy  summer  evening  I lay  half- 
concealed  beneath  a fallen  tree,  hopefully 
invisible  in  camouflage  clothing,  and  con- 
centrated on  the  little  waterfall  below.  A 
dipper  nested  there  and  in  a pool  near  the 
nest  stood  a tripod  carrying  my  camera 
ready  to  be  fired  by  me  from  my  place  of 
concealment.  Not  at  all  discomfitted  by  the 


strange  metallic  triffid  on  their  doorstep,  the 
dippers  went  about  the  business  of  feeding 
their  brood  and  I obtained  a few  photo- 
graphs. 1 would  have  got  more,  but  for  the 
arrival  of  a large  white  tomcat. 

‘The  cat  wanted  those  young  dippers  so 
badly.  He  prowled  back  and  forth  above  the 
nest  magnetised  by  the  squeaking  of  the 
baby  birds,  but  he  just  could  not  find  a way 
down  without  risking  a ducking.  Not  being  a 
thin  cat  he  gave  up  in  disgust,  jumped  the 
burn  and  with  lordly  disdain  stalked  up  the 
bank  towards  me.  To  my  amazement  he 
jumped  up  onto  the  tree  beneath  which  I 
was  hidden,  and  to  my  horror  started  to  wet 
on  my  boots.  All  thoughts  of  dippers  dis- 
appeared and  springing  up,  1 shouted  a 
mighty  oath.  Never  has  a cat  moved  so  fast. 
He  clawed  at  the  air  and  bolted — straight 
through  the  burn! 

‘You  must  not  assume  that  I delight  in 
frightening  cats,  but  one  day  when  driving 
near  Fast  Kilbride  I chanced  on  a cat 
walking  home  with  a vole  in  its  jaws.  Now  at 
the  time  I had  a tawny  owl  in  my  care  and  I 
coveted  that  mouse,  for  a spare  mouse  is 
always  useful  in  such  circumstances.  Stop- 
ping the  car,  I took  ofT  my  shoes  and  socks 
and  stealthily  pink-panthered  after  pussy. 
Two  yards  to  go  and  casting  caution  to  the 
wind  I sprang  into  action  and  ran  at  the  cat 
screeching  hysterically.  Cat  merely  turned 
and  looked  at  me  and,  with  pity  in  its  eyes, 
mouse  still  in  its  mouth,  popped  through 
the  fence  and  unhurriedly  loped  off. 

‘Judging  further  pursuit  to  be  pointless  I 
swung  on  my  heel  and  there,  cowering  in  the 
hedge,  was  a poor  terrified  farmer,  a great 
hulk  of  a man,  bug-eyed,  with  his  jaw  resting 
on  his  collar  stud.  What  else  can  you  say  in 
the  circumstances  except  “Afternoon,  lovely 
day”.  For  some  odd  reason  he  did  not 
reply.  The  cat  must  have  got  his  tongue!’ 

• 

Arresting  misprint  Nigel  Cottle  has  sent 
us  a cutting  from  the  Somerset  Express  of  2nd 
July  1988,  and  under  the  headline  ‘Birds 
hold  up  building  work’  is  a report  which 
includes  a list  of  the  birds — ‘sparrows, 
blackbirds,  thrushes,  African  basin  warb- 
lers and  chiff-chaffs' — which  would  be  in 
danger.  VVe  can  imagine  Sedge  Warblers 
nesting  in  the  conservatory,  but  . . . the 
mind  boggles. 

Conservation  conversation  Reported  to 
us  recently: 

Dear  Little  Old  iMdy  (RSPB  member,  of  course ): 
‘I  have  a question  to  ask.’ 
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Senior  RSPB  staff  member:  ‘How  can  I help?’ 
Dear  Little  Old  Lady:  ‘Is  it  true  that  I should 
shoot  Magpies  from  the  side,  rather  than 
from  behind?  I’ve  heard  that  the  shot 
doesn’t  penetrate  so  well  if  they’re  shot 
from  behind.’ 

Senior  RSPB  staff  member.  1 ...  ' (stunned 
silence). 

Changes  of  Recorders  Keith  A.  Mason, 
The  Sett,  Common  Hill,  Fownhope,  Here- 


ford HRl  4QA,  has  taken  over  from  Allan  J. 
Smith  as  Recorder  for  Herefordshire.  Mike 
Madders,  Smithy  Cottage,  Lochdon,  Craig- 
nure,  Mull, ...Argyll  PA64  6AP,  has  taken  over 
from  Dr  A.  R.  Jennings  as  Recorder  for 
Strathclyde  (Aygyll  & Bute). 

Change  of  address  of  Recorder  S.  M. 

Henson,  Recorder  for  Nottinghamshire,  has 
now  moved  to  65  Covert  Crescent,  RadclifTe 
on  Trent,  Nottingham  NG12  2HN. 


June  reports 

lan  Dawson  and  Keith  Allsopp 
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These  are  largely  unchecked  reports,  not  authenticated  records. 

Unless  otherwise  stated,  dates  refer  to  June  1988 

After  three  days  of  Atlantic  westerlies,  the  Azores  anticyclone  extended  north  on  4th  to 
the  west  of  Britain  and  Ireland,  turning  the  winds  to  the  north,  with  consequent  lower 
air  temperatures.  This  high  pressure  remained  to  the  west  and  north  until  28th,  with  east 
to  northeast  winds  frequent  over  southern  England.  Westerly  weather  returned  on  29th 
and  30th. 

North  Ronaldsay  comes  of  age 

Only  recently  ‘discovered’  as  a migration  hot  spot,  and  with  a new 
observatory,  North  Ronaldsay,  the  northernmost  island  of  the  Orkney 
group,  has  this  spring  shaken  ofT  the  shadow  of  Fair  Isle  (Shetland),  with  a 
superb  set  of  birds.  Following  a female  Spanish  Sparrow  Passer 
hispaniolensis  in  late  May,  a strange,  pink-rumped  finch,  first  seen  on  the 
evening  of  2nd,  was  soon  identified  as  Britain  and  Ireland’s  first  Pallas’s 
Rosefinch  Carpodacus  roseus  (plate  265),  occasioning  the  first  mass  twitch 
to  Orkney,  where  the  Needle-tailed  Swift  Hirundapus  caudacutus  (plates  263 
& 264)  on  Hoy  was  also  on  offer  until  7th.  On  1st,  North  Ronaldsay  also 
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263  8c  264.  Needle-tailed  Swift  Hirundapus  caudacutus,  Orkney,  June  1988  (Nick  Wall ) 


held  a Bluethroat  Luscinia  svecica,  three  Icterine  Warblers  Hippolais  icterina 
and  seven  Red-backed  Shrikes  Lanins  collurio.  Not  to  be  outdone,  however, 
Fair  Isle,  between  1st  and  4th,  held  daily  maxima  of  three  Bluethroats, 
two  Icterine  Warblers,  five  Marsh  Warblers  Acrocephalus  palustris,  three 
Great  Reed  Warblers  A.  arundinaceus , a Red-throated  Pipit  Anthus  cervinus , 
six  Red-backed  Shrikes  and  two  Woodchat  Shrikes  L.  senator , with  a 
third  from  7th,  as  well  as  two  Rosefinches — Scarlet  that  is — C.  erythrinus. 
Meanwhile,  back  on  North  Ronaldsay,  the  Pallas’s  Rosefinch  was 
destined  to  stay  until  mid  July. 


265.  Pallas’s  Rosefinch  Carpodacus  roseus,  Orkney,  June  1988  (John  Heuhtt) 


Divers  to  ducks 

A magnificent  summer-plumaged  White- 
billed Diver  Gavia  adamsii  remained  in 
Achnahaird  Bay  (Highland)  to  4th.  Four 
adult  Red-necked  Grebes  Podiceps  grisegena , 
also  in  breeding  dress  and  presumed  to  be 


failed  breeders,  had  returned  to  Gosford 
(Lothian)  by  25th. 

A large  shearwater,  probably  Cory’s  Calo- 
nectris  diomedea,  was  noted  on  the  cross- 
ing to  Fair  Isle  on  1 1th,  and  from  that  island 
on  23rd.  One  of  the  month’s  big  surprises, 
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however,  was  an  all-dark,  male-type  Frigate- 
bird  Fregata,  seen  flying  south  past  Fairview 
(Co.  Dublin)  on  24th,  before  turning  and 
continuing  inland  over  Dublin  City. 

An  elusive  Litde  Bittern  Ixobrychus  minutus 
skulked  at  Kenfig  (Mid  Glamorgan)  towards 
the  end  of  the  month,  and  Bedfordshire’s 
second-ever  Night  Heron  Nycticorax  nycli- 
corax  performed  well  on  the  evening  of  20th 
at  Girtford,  near  Sandy.  A small  buffy  heron 
at  Chew  Valley  Lake  (Avon)  on  10th  was 
probably  a Cattle  Egret  Bubulcus  ibis.  The 
day  before,  there  had  been  a Litde  Egret 
Egretta  garzetta  at  Mainsholme  (Strathclyde), 
while  another  commuted  between  Langton 
Herring  and  Weymouth  (Dorset)  mid 
month.  Its  big  cousin,  the  Great  White 
Egret  E.  alba,  was  seen  at  three  Leicester- 
shire reservoirs,  on  14th,  16th  and  18th.  The 
only  Purple  Herons  Ardea  purpurea  reported 
were  on  St  Mary’s  (Scilly)  and  in  Suffolk, 
while  all  reports  of  Spoonbills  Platalea  leucor- 
odia  came  from  East  Anglia  and  Kent  (plate 
266). 

A Black  Stork  Ciconia  nigra  was  seen  at 
Porthgwarra  and  Sennen  (Cornwall)  on 
14th,  and  four  days  later  a White  Stork  C. 
ciconia  was  noted  flying  over  Hemel  Hemp- 
stead (Hertfordshire). 

Three  Pink-footed  Geese  Anser  brachyrhyn- 
chus  appeared  with  many  small  migrants  on 
Fair  Isle  on  1st.  A drake  Blue-winged  Teal 
Anas  discors  was  at  Tacumshin  (Co.  Wexford) 
on  12th,  and  was  replaced  on  14th  by  a Teal 
A.  crecca  of  the  Nearctic  race  carolinensis. 
Unseasonal  Long-tailed  Ducks  Clangula 
hyemalis  were  in  Northamptonshire  and  on 
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the  Yeo  Estuary  (Avon).  There  were  two 
drake  King  Eiders  Somateria  spectabilis  in 
northeast  Scotland  (plates  267  & 268),  and  a 
drake  Surf  Scoter  Melanitta  perspicillata  off 
Holme  (Norfolk)  from  19th  to  24th.  A 
movement  of  Common  Scoters  M.  nigra  was 
evident  on  26th,  with  183  passing  south  in  . 
two  hours  off  Bams  Ness  (Lothian),  130 
north  past  Gibraltar  Point  (Lincolnshire), 
eight  drakes  on  Chew  Valley  Lake  and 
another  on  Swithland  Reservoir  (Leicester- 
shire). 

Raptors  to  waders 

A Honey  Buzzard  Pemis  apivorus  on  Fair  Isle 
from  1st  was  found  dead  on  9th,  soaked  in 
fulmar  oil;  another  had  passed  through 
Spurn  (Humberside)  and  Gibraltar  Point  on 
2nd.  Gibraltar  Point  also  had  an  Osprey 
Pandion  haliaetus  on  1st  and  2nd,  and  there 
were  some  half  dozen  others  reported  from 
English  localities.  There  were  two  Red 
Kites  Milvus  milvus  in  southeast  England  mid 
month,  and  a Black  Kite  M.  migrans  near 
Oundle  (Northamptonshire)  on  20th.  The 
last  Marsh  Harrier  Circus  aeruginosus  to  pass 


266.  Spoonbills  Platalea  leucorodia,  Kent,  June  1988  (Reg  Mellis) 
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through  Filey  Brigg  in  a record  spring  there 
was  on  1st.  A long-staying  Red-footed 
Falcon  Falco  vespertinus  frequented  the  Hick- 
ling  (Norfolk)  area  until  19th,  while  the 
other  four  sightings  of  this  species  were 
equally  divided  between  Kent  and  Cam- 
bridgeshire. 

Five  Cranes  Grus  grus  on  the  east  side  of 
Britain  reached  as  far  north  as  Orkney.  Two 
Black-winged  Stilts  Himantopus  himantopus 
called  in  at  two  sites  in  Suffolk  on  5th  and 
6th,  before  perhaps  moving  to  Willen  Lake 
(Buckinghamshire),  where  two  took  up  resi- 
dence from  7th  to  18th.  An  Avocet  Recurvir- 
ostra  avosetta  at  Chew  Valley  Lake  from  16th 
to  20th  was  only  the  fifth  for  that  well- 
watched  site.  Black-winged  Pratincoles 
Glareola  nordmanni  were  found  on  the  Dee 
Estuary  (Merseyside)  on  2nd  and  at  Cleve- 
don  (Avon)  from  10th  to  15th,  allowing 
many  birders  the  chance  to  catch  up  with 
this  species,  and  a further  pratincole  was 
noted  over  Wells  woods  (Norfolk)  on  26th. 
The  return  wader  passage  was  already  well 
in  evidence  by  the  second  half  of  the  month, 
with  217  Lapwings  Vanellus  vanellus  heading 
south  through  Spurn  on  12th. 

Unusual  small  waders  were  very  thin  on 
the  ground,  with  only  a Broad-billed  Sand- 
piper Limicola  Jaldnellus  on  the  Ythan  Estu- 
ary (Grampian)  until  3rd,  a Terek  Sand- 
piper Xenus  dnereus  briefly  at  Holkham  (Nor- 
folk) on  18th,  and  Wilson’s  Phalaropes 
Phalaropus  tricolor  at  Tacumshin  on  11th  (a 
male),  and  at  Swords  Estuary  (Co.  Dublin) 
on  12th  and  13th,  and  in  Poole  Harbour 
(Dorset)  on  29th  (females).  There  were  also 
four  widely  scattered  Red-necked  Phalar- 
opes P.  lobatus. 


Skuas  to  Roller 

During  its  purple  patch,  North  Ronaldsay 
saw  a visiting  Long-tailed  Skua  Stercorarius 
longicaudus-on  1st,  and  there  were  two 
together  on  Fair  Isle  on  19th.  The  best  gulls 
were  a Franklin’s  Gull  Lams  pipixcan  at 
Severn  Beach  (Avon)  on  12th  and  an  adult 
Sabine’s  Gull  L.  sabini  flew  north  past 
Southwold  (Suffolk)  on  the  same  day.  The 
resident  Seaforth  (Merseyside)  Ring-billed 
Gull  L.  delawarensis  remained,  and  a first- 
year  Iceland  Gull  L.  glaucoides  was  a good 
summer  find  at  Northam  Burrows  (Devon) 
on  27th  and  28th. 

Eight  reports  of  Caspian  Terns  Sterna 
caspia  as  far  northwest  as  Newman’s  Flash 
(Cheshire)  probably  included  some  duplica-’ 
tion  of  wandering  birds,  while  the  Lesser 
Crested  Tern  S.  bengalensis  remained  on  the 
Fame  Islands  (Northumberland).  The 
threatened  Roseate  Tern  S.  dougallii 
declined  to  only  31  pairs  in  Northern 
Ireland  from  a high  of  several  hundred  only 
a few  years  ago,  and  one  at  Minsmere 
(Suffolk)  from  26th  to  30th  was  noteworthy. 
A Whiskered  Tern  Chlidonias  hybridus  at 
Stanpit  (Dorset)  on  16th  coincided  with  one 
of  the  Caspian  Terns  (plates  269  & 270) 
there,  and,  also  on  16th,  there  was  a White- 
winged Black  Tern  C.  leucopterus  on  Loch  of 
Tankerness  (Orkney).  A misplaced  long- 
staying  Black  Tern  C.  niger  on  the  island  of 
Barra  (Western  Isles)  was  unusual,  as  was 
an  unseasonal  Little  Auk  Alle  alle  at  Spurn 
on  15th. 

A Scops  Owl  Otus  scops  was  reported  in 
Shetland  towards  the  end  of  the  month,  and 
an  Alpine  Swift  Apus  melba  was  seen  off 
Bempton  (Humberside)  on  1st  and  2nd.  A 


269  8c  270.  Caspian  Tern  Sterna  caspia  with  Shelduck  Tadonia  tadoma  (above)  and  Sandwich 
Tern  S.  sandvicensis  (below),  Dorset,  June  1988  (P.  R.  Boardman) 


June  reports 


525 


total  of  six  Bee-eaters  Merops  apiaster  was 
seen  between  l()th  and  23rd  in  Scilly  and  the 
east  coast  of  England,  and  a Roller  Coradas 
garrulus  appeared  briefly  on  St  Mary’s  on 
11th. 

Passerines 

A Shore  Lark  Eremophila  alpestris  on  Portland 
Bill  (Dorset)  mid  month  can  be  added  to 
this  month’s  other  unseasonal  sightings. 
Two  reports  of  Red-rumped  Swallows 
Hirundo  daurica  included  the  first  in  Bedford- 
shire, at  Blows  Downs  on  22nd,  while  a 
potential  second  new  bird  for  Britain  and 
Ireland  this  month  was  a single,  fortunate 
observer’s  Crag  Martin  Ptyonoprogne  rupestris 
at  Stithians  Reservoir  (Cornwall)  on  22nd. 

A male  grey-headed  Yellow  Wagtail 
Motacilla  fiava  of  the  race  ihunbergi  was  on  Fair 
Isle  on  fith,  and  a male  of  the  black-headed 
race  Jeldegg  held  territory  in  a cereal  field  in 
Oxfordshire  from  12th.  Away  from  the 
Northern  Isles,  there  were  Icterine  Warb- 
lers on  8th  on  Blakeney  Point  (Norfolk)  and 
Lundy  (Devon);  and  a singing  Great  Reed 
Warbler  was  at  Cley  (Norfolk)  from  8th  to 
23rd,  with  another  singing  in  a Mont- 
gomeryshire garden  mid  month.  Paddyfield 
Warblers  Acrocephalus  agricola  were  trapped 


on  the  Isle  of  May  (Fife)  on  5th,  and  at 
Landguard  (Suffolk)  on  1 1th,  where  a Chiff- 
chaff  Phylloscopus  collybita  was  subsequently 
responsible  for  mass  hallucination.  Two 
further  Subalpine  Warblers  Sylvia  cantillam 
appeared  in  this  record  spring:  on  Hengist- 
bury  Head  (Dorset)  from  3rd  to  4th,  and  on 
Bardsey  (Gwynedd)  on  20th.  The  previous 
week,  on  13th,  both  Bardsey  and  Portland 
had  recorded  Greenish  Warblers  P.  trochi- 
loides,  whilst  a ‘pair’  of  Sardinian  Warblers 
were  on  opposite  sides  of  England,  the 
female  on  Lundy  on  8th,  and  the  male  at 
Sandwich  on  22nd. 

Wandering  Golden  Orioles  Oriolus  oriolus 
were  scattered  from  Cape  Clear  Island  (Co. 
Cork)  north  to  Fair  Isle,  whilst  away  from 
Fair  Isle  there  were  Woodchat  Shrikes  on 
Skye  (Highland)  and  at  Porthtowan  (Corn- 
wall) on  14th,  and  Scarlet  Rosefinches 
appeared  south  of  the  border  in  Humber- 
side, Kent  and  Somerset,  as  well  as  three 
together  on  Bardsey  on  13th.  There  was 
some  immigration  of  Crossbills  Loxia  currir- 
ostra  and  Siskins  Carditelis  spinus  in  both 
Lothian  and  Lincolnshire,  where  Gibraltar 
Point  had  its  first  June  Siskin  for  15  years. 
Male  Black-headed  Buntings  Emberiza  mela- 
nocephala  strayed  to  Irvine  (Strathclyde)  on 
4th  and  5th,  and  Fair  Isle  on  9th. 


Notes 


Identification  of  adult  Sooty  and  Bridled  Terns  During  a trip  to  St 
Lucia  in  the  Caribbean  in  June  1986,  I was  able  to  watch  both  adult 
Sooty  Sterna  fuscata  and  adult  Bridled  Terns  S.  anaethetus  and  to  study 
their  identification. 
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Fig.  1.  Head  patterns  of  adult  Sooty  Sterna  fuscata  (upper)  and  Bridled  Terns  5.  anaethetus. 

Note  position  at  which  bridle  meets  bill 

Although  Bridled  may  overlap  in  size  with  Common  Tern  S.  hirundo , 
it  certainly  appears  larger  than  that  species  in  the  field.  It  is  described 
as  somewhat  smaller  than  Sooty,  but  in  mixed  flocks  size  difference  is 
difficult  to  perceive.  Bridled  has  a slighter  build,  slimmer  wings  and  a 
more  elegant  and  buoyant  flight,  in  contrast  to  Sooty’s  more  robust, 
heavy  character;  as  both  have  the  same  tail  measurements,  the  tail  of 
Bridled  is  proportionately  longer  than  that  of  Sooty. 

The  extent  of  white  from  the  forehead  to  above  or  beyond  the  eye, 
and  the  presence  or  otherwise  of  a neck  collar  are  commonly  given  as 
fieldmarks.  The  exact  position  of  the  eye,  however,  is  often  difficult  to 
see;  I would  suggest  that  emphasis  should  be  on  the  extent  of  white  on 
the  forehead  and  loral  regions  and  on  the  exact  position  of  the  black 
‘bridle’.  On  Bridled,  the  white  is  confined  to  a thin  bar  across  the 
forehead  extending  over  and  beyond  the  eye,  and  the  bridle  runs  across 
the  full  length  of  the  maxillary  feathering.  On  Sooty,  the  white  forehead 
extends  farther  up  towards  the  crown,  but  does  not  reach  around 
beyond  the  eye;  the  bridle  starts  at  the  eye,  but  cuts  down  across  the 
lores  to  join  the  bill  around  the  gape.  Thus,  the  area  of  white  above  the 
bridle  is  much  deeper  but  less  elongated  on  Sooty  than  on  Bridled. 

The  Bridled  Tern’s  black  cap  stops  abruptly  at  the  lower  nape;  at  this 
point  the  upper  mantle  is  mid-grey  (not  white)  and  almost  immediately 
merges  into  the  dark  slate  of  the  mantle  proper.  The  white  of  the  rear 
ear-coverts  runs  up  behind  the  cap,  but  the  two  sides  do  not  quite  meet; 
there  is,  therefore,  only  the  suggestion  of  a pale  collar,  and  this  rather 
indistinct  even  at  close  range.  In  strong  sunlight,  the  crown  can  appear 
grey  and  the  collar  is  lost  altogether.  In  some  conditions,  the  pinch  of 
white  at  the  hindneck  on  flying  Bridled  can  be  useful,  making  a sharp 
white  triangle  on  the  side  of  the  head,  whereas  on  Sooty  the  black  of  the 


271-274.  Adult  Sooty  Sterna  fuscata  (top  two)  and  Bridled  Terns  S',  anaethetus  (bottom  two),  St 

Lucia,  June  1986  (Alan  Harris) 
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Nikon  Fieldscopes 


CHOSEN  ‘THE  MOST 
SATISFACTORY  TELESCOPE’ 
BY  READERS  OF 
‘BRITISH  BIRDS’  MAGAZINE 


'British  Birds/  in  its  fourth  survey  of  how  readers  evaluated  the  binoculars 
and  telescopes  they  own  and  use,  has  rated  the  Nikon  Fieldscope 
20x  60  ED  " The  Most  Satisfactory  Telescope " in  the  April  1988  issue. 


NIKON  U.K.  LTD. 

380  Richmond  Road,  Kingston-upon-Thames,  Surrey  KT2  5PR 
Tel:  (01)  541  4440  Telex:  923044  (NIKON  G)  Fax:  (01)  541  4584 
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EYES  LIKE  A HAWK, 
ASK  A HIGH  FLYER. 

For  National  Hunt  trainers  few  things 
can  be  more  satisfying  than  training  a 
Grand  National  winner.  It  is  the  world's 
greatest  steeplechase. 

In  1986  'West  Tip'  was  first  past  the 
post.  His  trainer  is  Michael  Oliver. 

Central  to  his  success  is  having  a 
good  eye  for  a horse  coming  to  form. 
Acknowledges  Mrs  Oliver 

"Winning  is  largely  timing  - knowing 
when  to  enter  a horse,  and  over  what 
distance.  Which  is  why.  early  mornings, 
you'll  see  us  with  our  10  x 40  Leica  Trinovids. 
Even  when  the  light  is  poor  or.  when  the 
sun  is  out.  and  the  mounts  are  a hazy  blur 
to  the  naked  eye.  one  can  still  pick  out 
the  signs  which  confirm  a horse  is  ready. 
Late  at  night,  too.  you'll  find  me  using 
Leica  - their  small  8 x 20  BC  model,  at  the 
ballet.  Leica  brings  everything  into  focus." 

All  of  which  adds  up  to  something 
more  than  just  binoculars.  It  adds  up  to 
precision  optical  instruments. 

Or,  to  put  it  another  way,  the  differ- 
ence between  a winner  and  an  also-ran. 


For  further  Information  and  a list  of  Leica  and  Trinovid  Specialists,  write  or  telephone:  Leica.  PO  Box  10, 
Buntmgford.  Herts  SC9  9BT  Telephone  (0S82|  WWW  or.  outside  office  hours.  404051. 
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Fig.  2.  Adult  Bridled  Sterna  anaethetus  (left)  and  Sooty  Terns  S.fuscata  in  flight.  Note  slighter 
appearance  of  Bridled,  with  proportionately  longer  tail,  also  head  and  ear-covert  pattern  and 

primary  pattern 


crown  runs  down  the  nape  and  joins  the  black  mantle  in  a thin  black 
strip.  (Some  field  guides  show  a black  half-collar  on  Sooty  Tern:  this  is 
incorrect.) 

In  flight,  Sooty  Tern  appears  black  above  and  contrastingly  white 
below.  Its  upperparts  are  black  from  crown  to  tail,  without  change  in 
tone,  and  the  tail  has  white  only  on  the  outermost  feather.  The  inner 
wing  shows  a white  leading  edge  identical  to  that  of  Bridled.  Bridled 
Tern  shows  a typical  tern  cap  and  the  diffuse  grey  collar  quickly  gives 
way  to  a dark  slate-grey  mantle,  back  and  wings,  the  latter  darkening 
towards  the  tips.  On  Bridled  of  the.  race  melanoptera  (Caribbean,  West 
Africa),  the  back  gets  progressively  lighter  towards  the  tail,  the  outer 
three  feathers  of  which  have  white  outer  webs^  (thus  showing  more 
white  than  Sooty,  on  which  only  the  outermost  tail  feather  shows 
white);  Bridled  Terns  from  the  Red  Sea  and  Persian  Gulf  (race  fitligula), 
however,  show  a similar  tail  pattern  to  Sooty,  and  more  uniform  dark 
upperparts.  It  is  important  to  note  that  in  bright  conditions  Sooty 
Terns  can  look  very  pale  above,  thus  resembling  Bridled.  At  such  times, 
I noted  Sooty  as  showing  a tawny  tinge,  whereas  Bridled  (of  race 
melanoptera  at  least)  still  remained  slaty,  in  contradiction  to  most  of  the 
literature. 

From  below  and  at  a distance,  adult  Sooty  and  Bridled  Terns  are 
difficult  to  separate.  In  dull  conditions,  the  extent  of  white  on  the  under 

275-277.  Adult  Bridled  Sterna  anaethetus  (top  one)  and  Sooty  Terns  S.fuscata  (bottom  two),  St 
Lucia,  June  1986  (Alan  Harris ) 
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primaries  is  a most  useful  feature,  as  noted  by  Stefan  Lithner  (Brit.  Birds 
76:  348-349).  Basically,  both  species  have  primaries  and  secondaries  a 
light  grey,  darkening  noticeably  towards  the  extremities.  The  rest  of  the 
underwing — the  coverts — is  white.  Bridled  ha*s  white  inner  webs  to  the 
outermost  three  primaries,  producing  a white  ‘finger’  down  the  middle 
of  the  outer  wing,  fading  towards  the  tip.  4'his  is  a good  feature  at 
moderate  distances  in  dull  conditions,  and  excellent  on  individuals 
overhead;  but  any  strong  sunlight  ‘burns  out’  the  greyness  of  Sooty 
Tern,  particularly  when  banking  away,  so  care  is  needed.  Alan  Harris 

117  Spring  Hills,  Harlow,  Essex  CM20  IT  A 

Behaviour  of  Swifts  at  House  Martin  colony  A previous  note  (Brit. 
Birds  79:  339)  on  a Pallid  Swift  Apus  pallida  occupying  the  nest  of  a House 
Martin  Delichon  urbica  recalled  the  following  observations.  A House 
Martin  colony  at  Slinfold,  West  Sussex,  comprising  between  two  and 
four  natural  nests  and  seven  nestboxes,  has  been  watched  since  1968; 
Swifts  A.  apus  made  annual  visits  to  the  colony  from  1974  until  1977. 

Visits  started  soon  after  the  Swifts  had  returned  to  the  area,  and 
continued  throughout  the  breeding  season.  These  normally  involved 
several  high-speed  flights  with  two  to  four  Swifts  flying  past  very'  close 
to  the  House  Martin  nests,  with  one  sometimes  banging  a nest  with  its 
wing.  The  number  of  visits  varied  between  both  days  and  times  of  the 
day,  although  most  were  in  the  morning  or  late  evening.  For  example, 
on  6th  July  1976,  two  Swifts  made  22  visits  between  06.30  and  13.00 
GMT,  and  eight  more  visits  between  19.05  and  21.40  GMT. 

Occasionally,  a swift  left  the  party  to  circle  slowly  nearby,  prior  to 
hovering  in  front  of  a nest.  More  rarely,  one  landed  on  a nest,  staying 
briefly  (5-15  seconds),  though  on  no  occasion  did  one  actually  enter  a 
martins  nest.  Visits  by  smaller  parties  usually  took  place  in  silence.  In 
contrast,  towards  the  end  of  July,  parties  of  12-15  Sw  ifts  made  very 
noisy  evening  visits. 

Adult  House  Martins  reacted  as  follows:  early  in  the  season,  they  left 
their  nests  in  alarm,  but,  while  incubating,  they  hissed  vigorously  at 
lone  Swifts  hovering  or  landing  on  a nest,  leaving  only  when  the  threat 
had  subsided.  Well-grown  young  martins  crowded  the  nest  entrances 
hoping  to  be  fed,  but  martins  of  all  ages  were  intimidated  by  the  larger, 
screaming  Swift  parties,  and  crouched  low  in  the  nest.  Once,  a Swift 
tried  unsuccessfully  to  pull  an  adult  House  Martin  from  a nest  by  its 
forewing,  but  nestlings  were  never  attacked. 

The  Handbook  recorded  Swifts  nesting  in  old  House  Martin  nests,  and 
Walpole-Bond  (1938,  History  of  Sussex  Birds)  mentioned  Swifts  roosting  in 
such  sites,  but  there  is  no  mention  of  either  activity  in  BWP  vol.  4. 

S.  W.  M.  Hughes 
6 West  Way,  Slinfold,  Horsham,  West  Sussex  RHI3  7SB 

Isabelline  Wheatear  using  ‘canopy  technique’  when  feeding  On  31st 
October  1986,  while  I was  watching  individuals  of  six  species  of  wheatear 
Oenanthe  on  one  small  dry-soil  field  at  Plot,  near  Eilat,  Israel,  the  feeding 
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behaviour  ol  one  Isabelline  Wheatear  0.  isabellina  attracted  particular 
attention.  It  stood  on  slightly  raised  mounds,  stones  or  lumps  of  dry  earth, 
apparently  looking  for  food,  then  rapidly  hopped  or  flew  3-6  m.  It  then 
either  picked  up  a food  item  instantly  or,  more  often,  opened  its  wings  wide, 
to  the  side  and  forwards  in  front  of  its  head  (in  a fashion  recalling  film  that  I 
have  seen  of  Black  Heron  Egretta  ardesiaca  producing  a shade-canopy  with 
its  wings  when  feeding  in  water);  the  leading  edges  of  the  wings  did  not 
touch  in  Iront  of  the  head,  but  left  a small  gap,  the  effect  nevertheless  being 
to  shade  the  area  where  the  wheatear  then  apparently  always  found  a food 
item.  1 he  wheatear  then  flew  a short  distance  to  another  lookout  perch 
before  repeating  the  process.  I interpreted  this  behaviour  as  a method  by 
which  the  wheatear  provoked  its  potential  prey — spotted  from  a distance, 
but  currently  hidden — into  tell-tale  movement.  This  very  distinctive 
feeding  technique  was  employed  by  this  Isabelline  Wheatear  five  times 
during  one  20-minute  spell  when  I watched  it  closely.  I do  not  recall  ever 
before  having  seen  a passerine  behaving  in  this  way. 

J.  T.  R.  S II A R ROCK 
Fountains , Park  Lane,  Blunharn,  Bedford  MK44  3XJ 

Probable  hybrid  Willow  X Greenish  Warbler  On  8th  June  1986,  whilst 
bird  watching  in  a wood  composed  mainly  of  silver  birch  Betula  pendula  in 
Highland  Region,  I located  a singing  warbler  which  immediately  struck  me 
as  something  unfamiliar.  My  initial  identification  was  a Greenish  Warbler 
Phylloscopus  trochiloides , as  I had  heard  one  a few  years  ago  in  a Highland  glen 
and  the  song  was  similar.  I called  to  R.  Shand  and  S.  Rivers,  and  we 
observed  the  bird  for  about  an  hour.  The  song  varied  from  a Willow 
Warbler  P.  trochilus  downscale  cascade  ending  in  ‘scratchy’  notes  to  a 
phrase  of  pure  ‘scratchy’  gabble,  the  latter  resembling  the  previously  heard 
Greenish  Warbler.  The  bird  sang  continuously  throughout  the  time 
we  watched  it,  and  the  following  description  was  taken: 

upperparts  Head,  mantle  and  rump  olive-  underparts  Chin,  throat  and  belly  off-white 
brown  w ith  faint  yellow  tinge;  indistinct  pale  with  vellow  tinge;  greyish  upper  breast, 
yellowish  supercilium  extending  to  ear-  Undertail-coverts  not  seen, 
coverts;  darkish  eyestripe.  Wing-coverts  BARE  parts  Bill  brownish  with  pale  orange 
olive-brown,  no  trace  of  a wing-bar;  base  to  iower  mandible;  eve  dark;  legs 
primaries  and  rectrices  brown.  pinkish-brown;  soles  of  feet  yellow  ochre. 

We  contacted  Roy  H.  Dennis  and  returned  to  the  area  about  an  hour 
later.  The  bird  was  located  immediately  and  after  a short  while  R.  H. 
Dennis  concluded  that  the  bird  had  the  plumage  and  jizz  characteristics  of 
a hybrid  between  Willow  and  Greenish  Warbler.  He  commented  that  the 
song  was  variable,  sometimes  having  a stronger  Willow  Warbler  character 
and  at  other  times  being  more  like  Greenish  Warbler. 

Douglas  E.  Dickson 
133  Duddingston  Drive,  Kirkcaldy,  Fife KY26XG 

Carrion  Crow  picking  up  dead  fish  w ith  its  feet  The  taking  of  fish  by 
opportunistic  Carrion  Crows  Con'us  corone  has  been  reported  by  several 
observers,  and  in  some  detail  by  P.  J.  Dunn  (Brit.  Birds  78:  151-152),  but 
all  the  observations  appear  to  concern  crows  capturing  fish  with  the 
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bill,  as  is  to  be  expected  (Dr  C.  J.  F.  Coombs  in  lift.).  On  23rd  June  1984, 
at  Rostherne  Mere  NNR,  Cheshire,  Malcolm  Greenhalgh  and  I watched 
a Carrion  Crow  take  a dead  fish,  which  we  identified  through  binoculars 
as  a roach  Rutilus  rutilus,  from  the  calm  surfate  of  the  mere.  The  crow 
gripped  the  fish  with  its  feet,  and  carried  it  in  the  manner  of  an  Osprey 
Pandion  haliaetus.  MALCOLM  CALVERT 

12  Hill  Drive,  Handforth , Wilmslow,  Cheshire  SK9  3AR 


Letters 


Field  identification  of  Radde’s  and  Dusky  Warblers  S.  C.  Madge  and 
Richard  Grimmett  (Brit.  Birds  80:  595-603)  provided  a useful  review  of  the 
characters  of  Radde’s  Phylloscopus  schwarzi  and  Dusky  Warblers  P.  fuscatus. 
As  the  authors  showed,  the  differences  between  these  two  species, 
especially  the  structural  differences,  are  such  that,  given  reasonably  good 
views  and,  preferably,  previous  experience  of  one  or  the  other,  there  is 
little  difficulty  in  their  separation.  I was  surprised,  however,  that  one 
rather  obvious  and  useful  plumage  difference  was  overlooked.  The 
undertail-coverts  of  Radde’s  Warbler  are  a bright,  deep  tawny-buff  and 
show  a sharp  demarcation  from  the  whitish  to  yellowish  belly  and  pale 
fulvous  flanks.  This  feature  is  apparently  visible  in  plate  312.  On  Dusky 
Warbler,  the  undertail-coverts  are  a much  duller  buff  or  fulvous  and  do 
not  contrast  markedly  with  the  flanks.  I probably  see  well  over  one 
hundred  different  individuals  of  each  species  in  Thailand  every  winter  and 
have  found  this  difference  to  be  constant. 

The  authors  rightly  stressed  the  similarity  between  Radde’s  Warbler 
and  Yellow-streaked  Warbler  P.  armandii.  The  latter  species  resembles 
Radde’s  even  further,  in  likewise  possessing  bright  tawny-buff  undertail- 
coverts. 

The  call-note  differences  are  accurately  described.  By  far  the  most 
frequent  note  given  by  wintering  Radde’s  Warblers  is  the  ‘nervous  “prit- 
prit”  ’.  The  soft  ‘chek  chek’  (to  my  ear,  a single,  quiet  ‘tuc’,  repeated  at 
intervals)  is  given  much  less  frequently.  Philip  D.  Round 

Center  for  Wildlife  Research,  Biology  Department,  Faculty  of  Science, 
Mahidol  University,  Rama  6 Road,  Bangkok  10400,  Thailand 


Report  of  adult  Cox’s  Sandpiper  in  Hong  Kong  The  interesting  article 
by  Dr  P.  A.  Buckley  on  the  World’s  first  known  juvenile  Cox’s  Sandpiper 
Calidris  par amelanotos  in  Massachusetts  (Brit.  Birds  81:  253-257)  referred  to 
‘an  adult  reported  from  Hong  Kong  in  spring  1987:  Brit.  Birds  80:  391.’ 
The  bird  concerned  was  seen  by  myself  and  three  other  observers  who 
had  good  but  brief  views  of  an  unfamiliar  Calidris  which  exhibited  some  of 
the  then-known  characteristics  of  Cox’s  Sandpiper.  The  record  was  never 
claimed  as  such  or  formally  submitted  to  the  rarities  committee  of  the 
Hong  Kong  Bird  Watching  Society  or  any  other  authority;  a copy  of  the 
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Held  description  was,  however,  lodged  with  the  Recorder  of  the  Hong 
Kong  Bird  Watching  Society,  for  reference  purposes  only. 

The  ‘News  and  comment’  item  (Brit.  Birds  80:  391)  quoted  a second- 
hand report  that  visiting  birders  had  ‘apparently  dipped  out  on  what  was 
probably  Asia’s  first  Cox’s  Sandpiper’,  a statement  which  was  not 
intended  as  anything  other  than  an  interesting  snippet  of  gossip. 

This  letter  aims  to  prevent  the  perpetuation  of  this  misunderstanding  of 
the  Hong  Kong  observation  as  a firm  claim  of  Cox’s  Sandpiper;  that 
identification  remains  an  intriguing  possibility,  but  the  record  is  neither 
claimed  nor  accepted.  PETER  KENNERLEY 

Flat  2C,  Crane  Court , 45  Sassoon  Road , Pok  Fu  Lam,  Hong  Kong 


Announcements 


‘Not  BB  III’  The  third  number  of  this  tasteless  and  scurrilous  publication  tries  to 
emulate  its  great  parent  journal,  but  fails  pitifully,  as  did  the  two  earlier  issues.  It  is 
included  in  British  BirdShop  (pages  xix  & xx)  to  make  it  look  as  if  we  can  take  a joke 
(there  is  only  one  in  Not  BB  III)  against  ourselves. 

New  books  in  British  BirdShop  The  following  books  have  been  added  to  the  British 
BirdShop  list  this  month: 

Askew  t he  Dragonflies  of  Europe 

Cady  & Hume  The  Complete  Book  of  British  Birds 

Delin  & Svensson  Photographic  Guide  to  the  Birds  of  Britain  and  Europe 

Duff,  Hatton  & Stirrup  Not  BB  III 

Harrison  & Reid-Henry  .4  History  of  the  Birds  of  Britain 

Mearns,  Mearns  & Rees  Biographies  for  Birdwatchers 

These  can  be  obtained  POST  FREE  through  British  BirdShop.  Please  use  the  order 
forms  on  pages  xix  and  xx. 

‘BB'-Sunbird  trip  to  Canary  Islands  Provisionally  planned  for  16th-23rd  August  1989  and 
to  be  led  by  David  Fisher  (Sunbird)  and  Killian  Mullarnev  (BB),  this  exploratory  trip  will 
concentrate  on  the  area’s  endemic  landbirds  and  the  exciting  possibilities  among  the 
seabirds  of  the  southern  North  Atlantic.  BB  subscribers  can  claim  a 10%  reduction  on  the  full 
price.  Write  now  for  details  to  David  Fisher,  Sunbird.  PO  Box  76,  Sandy,  Bedfordshire  SG19 
IDF. 

‘BB’-Sunbird  tour  around  New  Zealand  Timed  to  precede  the  International  Ornithologi- 
cal Congress  (see  Brit.  Birds  80:  289;  81:  534),  this  special  one-ofT  two-week  tour  during  17th 
November  to  1st  December  1990  will  attempt  to  cover  the  choicest  birding  areas  on  both 
North  and  South  Islands.  Whilst  New  Zealand  is  well-known  for  its  endangered  landbirds,  it 
is  less  often  appreciated  that  it  also  provides  spectacular  opportunities  for  observing  a wide 
variety  of  southern  seabirds  and  waders.  The  leaders  will  be  David  Fisher  (Sunbird)  and  Tim 
Sharrock  (BB).  Precise  details  are  not  yet  available,  but  anyone  who  may  wish  to  join  this 
group  should  wTite  now,  to  register  their  interest,  to  David  Fisher,  Sunbird,  PO  Box  76, 
Sandy,  Bedfordshire  SGI9  IDF. 
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XX  IOC  The  20th  International  Ornithological  Congress  will  take  place  in 
W 1 Christchurch,  New  Zealand,  during  2nd-9th  December  1990.  The  Congress 
/ ■ programme  will  include  six  plenary  lectures,  48  symposia,  contributed 

■ papers  (spoken  and  poster),  workshops,  discussion  groups  and  films.  There 

f\  will  be  a mid-Congress  excursion  day.  Longer  excursions  are  planned  to 

\*  M interesting  ornithological  sites  in  New  Zealand  before  and  after  the 
_X|  Jh  Congress.  In  late  1990,  New  Zealand  will  also  host  the  20th  World 
Conference  of  the  International  Council  for  Bird  Preservation  in  Hamilton 
during  21st-27th  November  1990,  and  a Pacific  Festival  of  Nature  Films  in  Dunedin 
during  27th  November  to  1st  December  1990.  Photographic  and  stamp  exhibitions  will  be 
held  in  Christchurch  in  association  with  the  IOC.  Requests  for  the  First  Circular,  which 
includes  information  on  the  above  events,  should  be  sent  to:  Dr  Ben  D.  Bell,  Secretary- 
General,  20th  International  Ornithological  Congress,  Department  of  Zoology,  Victoria 
University  of  Wellington,  Private  Bag,  Wellington,  New  Zealand  [Telex  NZ30882 
VUWLIBS  Facsimile  NZ  (04)  712070], 


Recent  reports 


Compiled  by  Mark  Boyd 

This  summary  covers  the  period  15th  August  to  18th  September  1988 


Black-browed  Albatross  Diomedea  mela- 
nophris  Budleigh  Salterton  (Devon),  23rd 
August. 

Manx  Shearwater  Puffinus  puffmus  Many 
storm-blown  individuals  inland  in  England 
and  Wales,  particularly  on  4th  and  11th 
September. 

White-faced  Petrel  Pelagodroma  marina  Turn- 
berry  Point  (Strathclyde),  two,  4th  Septem- 
ber. 

Leach’s  Petrel  Oceanodroma  leucorhoa  Storm- 
blown  individuals  across  much  of  Britain 
from  around  4th  September. 

Matsudaira’s  Storm-petrel  Oceanodroma  mal- 
sudairae  CORRECTION  The  storm-petrel  at 
sea  off  Cornwall  on  3rd  August,  originally 
identified  as  Tristram’s  Storm-petrel  0.  tris- 
trami  {Brit.  Birds  81:  482),  has  now  been 
reidentified  as  this  species. 

Spotted  Crake  Porzana  porzana  A good 
autumn:  many  in  southern  Britain  during 
mid  to  late  August. 

Baird’s  Sandpiper  Calidris  bairdii  Stithians 
Reservoir  (Cornwall),  from  4th  September; 
Needles  (Isle  of  Wight),  3rd-6th  September; 
Dungeness  (Kent),  9th- 11th  September; 
Keyhaven  (Hampshire),  from  9th  Septem- 
ber. 

Wilson’s  Phalarope  Phalaropus  tricolor 


Draycote  Water  (Warwickshire),  from  13th 
September. 

Laughing  Gull  Larus  atricilla  Bumham-on- 
Sea  (Somerset),  from  3rd  September. 
Sabine’s  Gull  L ams  sabini  Normal  records 
from  mainly  west  coast  of  Britain,  but  a few 
long-staying,  storm-blown  individuals 
inland,  such  as  at  Chew  Valley  Lake  (Avon), 
during  1 st- 1 3th  September. 

Forster’s  Tern  Sterna  forsteri  Gronant 
(Clwyd),  throughout. 

Common  Nighthawk  Chordeiles  minor  Wool- 
ston  Eyes  Nature  Reserve  (Cheshire),  11th 
September. 

Bee-eater  Merops  apiaster  Holme  (Norfolk) 
and  north  Norfolk  coast,  at  least  16th 
August  and  4th-5th  September. 

Tawny  Pipit  Anthus  campestris  Southern  Bri- 
tain, at  least  eight  during  6th-8th  Septem- 
ber. 

Isabelline  Wheatear  Oenanthe  isabellinus 
Kenfig  (Mid  Glamorgan),  8th  September. 
Lanceolated  Warbler  Locustella  lanceolata 
Fair  Isle  (Shetland),  from  16th  September. 
Greenish  Warbler  Phylloscopus  trochiloides 
Northern  Isles,  at  least  five,  mid  August. 
Black-headed  Bunting  Emberiza  melano- 
cephala  North  Ronaldsay  (Orkney),  28th 
August. 
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Sture  Palmer  & Jeffery  Boswall  .-1  held  Guide  to  the  llird  Songs  of  Britain  and  Europe 

1 Complete  set  of  16  cassettes  in  four  packs  (running  time  approx  13  hours)  (t  si  \t  pricf£105)  £95.00  CD 

Cassette  pack  1 Divers  to  gulls CPI  CD 

Cassette  pack  2 Terns  to  warblers CP2  CD 

Cassette  pack  3 Goldcrest  to  crows CP3  CD 

Cassette  pack  4 Accidentals CP4  CD 

Complete  set  ol  15  I.P  discs  of  birds  (running  time  approx  12  hours)  (i'.m'ai.pki<:f.£105) £95.00  Z 

Complete  set  of  15  I.P  discs  of  birds  and  2 LP  discs  of  mammals  (i'siai.  price  £120) £108.90  U 

Companion  set  of  recordings  of  69  British  and  European  mammals  (2  I.P  discs) £ 1 3.90  CD 

I o order  individual  discs,  please  use  the  British  BirdShop  order  form  on  pages  xi  & xii  in  your  January  1988 
issue. 


I Kettle  British  Bird  Songs  and  Calls  (2-cassette  pack) £13.99  (Z 

Mild  Soviet  BirdSongs  (2  cassettes) £ 1 9.95  CD 

Roche  Birdwalker  (3-cassette  pack)  (C.  Helm)  £28.95  CD 


Books  and  other  items  are  included  in  British  BirdShop  only  if  they  are 
approved  by  British  Birds  and  considered  to  be  generally  reliable,  good  value 
and  useful  additions  to  a birdwatcher’s  library.  Any  item  ordered  through 
British  BirdShop  which  fails  to  meet  your  approval  can  be  returned  and  your 
money  will  be  refunded  without  question.  It  is  our  aim  to  provide  British  Birds 
'Subscribers  with  the  best  and  most  reliable  service  possible.  All  correspond- 
ence concerning  British  BirdShop  should  be  addressed  to  British  BirdShop, 
c/o  NHBS,  2 Wills  Road,  Totnes,  Devon  TQ9  5XN. 


IBooks  All  listed  books  are  POST  FREE.  New  books  and  special  offers  marked  * 

Ali  & Ripley  Handbook  of  the  Birds  of  India  and  Pakistan.  COMPACT  FIMTION  (OUP)  Dfiwfii  bvt 


Expf.ctf.d £75.00  CD 

' ‘Askew  The  Dragonflies  of  Europe  ( Harley  Books) £49.95  CD 

’Brazil  .4  Birdwatcher's  Guide  to Japan  (Harper  & Rownd) Paperback  £8.95  CD 

’British  Birds/IBGK  International  Bird  Identification  (t'st'Al  J.v£8.50) Pape  rback  £7.50  CD 

Brown,  Ferguson,  Lawrence  & Lees  Tracks  & Signs  (C.  Helm) £1 7.95  CD 

Bruun,  Delin,  Svensson,  Singer  & Zetterstrom  Birds  of Britain  and  Europe  (Country  Life) Paperback  £5.95  CD 

Busby  Drawing  Birds  (C.  Helm ) £ 1 2.95  CD 

’Cady  & Hume  'Die  Complete  Book  of  British  Birds  ( AA  & RSPB) £19.95  CD 

Cramp  Birds  of  the  Western  Palearctic  vol.  1 £75  CD  vol.  2 £75  CD  vol.  3 £75  CD  vol.  4 £75  CD  vol.  5 £75  CD 

’Delin  & Svensson  Photographic  Guide  to  the  Birds  of  Britain  and  Europe  (Hamlyn) £15.00  CD 

Diamond,  Schreiber.  Attenborough  & Prestt  Sate  the  Birds  (CUP) £19.50  CD 

’Duff,  Hatton  & Stirrup  Not  BB  III Paperback  £1.70  CD 

Falla,  Sibson  & Turbott  New  Guide  to  the  Birds  of  New  Zealand  (Collins) £ 10.95  CD 


vols.  1-3  £30.95  □ 

Ferguson-Lees,  Willis  & Sharrock  The  Shell  Guide  to  the  Birds  of  Britain  and  Ireland  ( Michael  Joseph) £9.95  CD 

Fisher  & Gantlett  ,4  List  of  the  Birds  of  the  Isles  of  Scilly Paperback  £1 .75  CD 

Flint,  Boehme,  Kostin  & Kuznetsov  Birds  of  the  L SSR  (Princeton) £45.30  CD 

Fry,  Keith  & Urban  The  Birds  of  Africa  (Academic  Press) vol.  1 £71.50  CD  vol.  2 £71.50  CD  vol.  3 £7 1. 50  CD 

Gensbol  Birds  of  Prey  of  Britain  and  Europe.  North  Africa  and  the  Middle  East  (Collins) £14.95  CD 

Gooders  Whereto  Watch  Birds  in  Britain  and  Europe  (C.  Helm) Paperback  £9.95  CD 

• ’Goodwin  Crows  of  the  World  2nd  edn  (Brit.  Mus.)  Excflmvf  offer  (redcced  from  £30.00) £22.50  □ 

I Harbard  Evenings  at  the  Coot  & Corncrake  (Collins) Paperback  £2.95  □ 

I Harbard  .4  Bird-watcher's  Qtiiz  Book  (Collins) Paperback  £2.95  CD 

"Harrison,  C.,  & Reid-Hemry,  A.  History  of  the  Birds  of Britain  (Collins) £14.95  LJ 

Harrison,  P.  Seabirds:  an  identification  guide  Revised  edn.  (C.  Helm)  Best  Birii  Book  of  1983 £19.95  LJ 

Harrison,  P.  Seabirds  of the  World:  a photographic  guide  (C.  Helm) Paperback  £15.95  CD 

Hayman,  Marchant  & Prater  Shorebirds:  an  identification  guide  to  the  waders  of  the  World  (C.  Helm) 

Best  Bird  Book  of  1986 £21.95  CD 

Hosking,  Hosking  & Flegg  Eric  Hosking 's  Birds  of  Prey  of the  ltr>rW(Pelham) £15.95  LJ 

Inskipp,  .4  Bird  It  atcher's  Guide  to  Nepal  ( Bird  \\  atcher  s Guides) Paperback  £8.  7 5 CD 

King,  Dickinson  & Woodcock  A Eield Guide  to  the  Birds  of  South-East  Asia  (Collins) Paperback  £8.95  LJ 


’lease  use  the  British  BirdShop  form  on  page  xx  to  complete  your  order. 
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(continued) 


ALL  BOOKS  ARE  POST  FREE  TO  'BRITISH  BIRDS’  SUBSCRIBERS 

Please  tick  / 

*K.nystautas  The  Natural  History  of the  USSR  (Century)  reduced  from  £14.95 £6.95  LJ 

Lack  The  Atlas  of  Wintering  Birds  in  Britain  & Ireland  ( Poyser)  Best  Bird  Book  of  1987 £20.00  LU 

Madge  & Burn  Wildfowl:  an  identification  guide  to  the  ducks , geese  and  swans  of  the  World  (C.  Helm) 

Best  Bird  Book  of  1988  £19.95  LJ 

Martin  Guinness  Book  of  World  Birds  (Guinness) £12.95  0 

* Mearns,  Mearns  & Rees  Biographies for  Birdwatchers  (Academic  Press) £ 1 7 .50  LJ 

National  Geographic  Society  Field  Guide  to  the  Birds  of  North  America  2nd  revised  edn Paperback  £10.95  LJ 

Oddie  Bill  Oddie’s  Little  Black  Bird  Book  (Methuen) Paperback  £1 .95  LJ 

Oddie  Gone  Birding  (Methuen) £7.95  LJ 

Oddie  Birdwatching  with  Bill  Oddie  (Macmillan) £8.95  LJ 

Paz  & Eshbol  The  Birds  of  Israel  (C.  Helm)  £21.95  LJ 

Perrins  Collins  New  Generation  Guide  to  the  Birds  of  Britain  and  Europe Paperback  £6.95  LJ  Hardback  £10.95  LJ 

Peterson,  Mountfort  & Hollom.3  Field  Guide  to  the  Birds  of  Britain  and  Europe  (Collins) £8.95  LJ 

Pyle,  Howell,  Yunick  & DeSante  Identification  Guide  to  North  American  Passerines  (Slate  Creek  Press) £15.00  LJ 

Readers  Digest  Complete  Book  of  Australian  Birds £30.00  1 — I 

Readers  Digest  Complete  Book  of  New  Zealand  Birds £30.00  1 — I 

Redman  & Harrap  Birdwatching  in  Britain:  a site-by-site  guide  (C.  Helm) £12.95  I — I 

Robinson  .3  Birder’s  Guide  to Japan  (Ibis) Paperback  £10.00  LJ 

Saunders  Whereto  Watch  Birds  in  Wales  (C.  Helm) £8.95  LJ 

‘Sharrock  The  Frontiers  of  Bird  Identification  (British  Birds)  (usuai.  price  £9.95) £7.95  LJ 

Simmons  & Prytherch  The  Sunning  Behaviour  of  Birds  (Bristol  OC) Paperback  £7.50  LJ 

Snow  .3  Study  of  Blackbirds  Revised  edn  (British  Museum) Paperback  £7.95  LJ 

British  Birds  The  ‘British  Birds’  List  of  Birds  of  the  Western  Palearctic 

1 978  edn  £0.60  LJ  1984  edn,  if  other  books  ordered,  £1 .00  LJ  1 984  edn  £1 .85  LJ 

If  you  know  the  current  price,  you  can  order  ANY  natural  history  book  in  print  by  using  the  WRITE-IN  ORDERS 
section  below.  On  these  write-in  orders,  please  add  10%  for  postage  and  packing  (up  to  a maximum  of  £3.50). 
* All  books  published  by  T.  & A.  D.  Poyser  can  be  ordered  in  the  write-in  orders  section  below. 

WRITE-IN  ORDERS 


Binders 

The  British  Birds  Binder  (holds  1 2 issues  & index) 


Ties 

Ties,  with  Red  Grouse  emblem  in  white,  £6.95  each:  Blue  LJ  Green  □ Brown  □ M aroon  □ 


£6.95  □ 


PRICES  VALID  DURING  OCTOBER  1988 

Make  all  cheques  and  POs  payable  to  British  Birds.  Payment  can  be  made  in  L'S$  or  Irish  punts  at  current  exchange  rates. 
Sterling  payments  can  also  be  made  directly  into  L'K  Giro  account  number  37  588  630.3,  but  please  still  post  this  form.  Please 
allow  28  days  for  delivery  in  F'K,  longer  if  abroad.  To  qualify  for  POST  FRF.F,  please  quote  your  BB  ref.  no. 


Name.... 

Address 


Ref. 

No. 


Total  £ Cheque/PO  enclosed  LJ  Giro  payment  made  LJ 

You  can  also  pay  using  If  your  address  for  credit  card  purposes  is  different  from  that  above,  give  it  here 

these  credit  cards: 


Please  debit  my  AccessAdsa/MasterCard/Eurocard 

Expiry  dale 


Signature 

You  can  phone  in  your  credit  card  orders,  but  please  quote  your  BB  ref.  no.  as  well  as  your  credit  card  no. 
tel.  Totnes  (0803)  865913 


Send  order  to:  British  BirdShop,  c/o  NHBS,  2 Wills  Road,  Totnes,  Devon  TQ9  5XN 
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September  publication 


Birds  and 
Berries 


by  Barbara  & David  Snow 

The  main  theme  of  the  book 
(the  third  of  its  three  Parts) 
explores  the  implications  of 
plant/bird  associations  and 
interactions,  the  coevolution  of 
some  species  and  the 
adaptions  of  others  to  their 
own,  exclusive  advantage. 

In  Part  one,  the  authors  give 
accounts  by  species  of  the 
trees  and  shrubs  they  watched 
in  their  study  area.  Similarly, 
Part  two  records  the  bird 
species  feeding,  or  attempting 
to  feed  (or  preventing  other 
birds  feeding),  on  the  fruits. 

The  text  offers  many  insights 
not  generally  perceived  by  the 
ornithologist  or  botanist,  and  is 
illustrated  in  masterly  fashion 
by  John  Busby’s  lively 
drawings. 

268  pages,  £16.00  net 


T & A D POYSER 


NATURETREK 

WALKING  WILDLIFE 
HOLIDAYS 
1989 

including 

BIRDING  TOURS  & 
TREKS 

in 

INDONESIA 
BOTSWANA 
AUSTRALIA 
GALAPAGOS 
NEW  ZEALAND 
SOUTHERN  INDIA 
NEPAL  • KENYA 
BHUTAN  • ZAMBIA  s 
LADAKH  • ETHIOPIA  § 
KASHMIR  • MOROCCO 

For  our  brochure  please  ^ * 

contact  David  Mills 
40  The  D 
Hants  SO 
Tel:  0962 


jan, 


i,  Alresford.  , 

9AZ  w 

73305 1 A &[ . K ™ 


DUTCH 

BIRDING 


Quarterly  journal 
for  every  keen 
birder! 


□ Excellent  papers  on  identification, 
distribution,  movements  and 
behaviour  of  Palearctic  birds. 

□ Latest  news  on  rare  birds  in  the 
Netherlands  and  Belgium. 

□ In  English  or  with  English  summaries. 

□ Well  produced  with  numerous  high 
quality  photographs. 


For  information  write  to: 

Dutch  Birding,  Postbus  5611, 
1007  AP  Amsterdam, 
Netherlands. 

D774 


(D393) 


Subscribers  to  Dutch  Birding  can  claim  25%  off  a British 
Birds  subscription 


Authorised  U.K.  Dealer  for 

Tele  Vue 

TELESCOPES  AND  EYEPIECES 

Even  Better  Than  You  Imagined ! 

Send  £2.00  (refundable  with  order)  for  colour 
literature  on  the  finest  range  of  telescopes  avail- 
able. With  patented  Plossls,  Wide-Field,  and 
Nagler  eyepieces.  The  World’s  Best.  Superb 
Binoculars  now  available. 

139  Dean  House,  Eastfield  Avenue,  Walker, 
Newcastle  upon  Tyne  NE6  4UU 


Telephone:  091  263  8826 


(D397> 


THE  AUTHENTIC  BIRDWATCHING  GAME 

• A game  for  experts  or  beginners 

• All  ages  from  7 upwards 

• Fun  • Competitive  • Educational 

• Recommended  by  experienced  birdwatchers 

• Superb  original  bird  illustrations  by  Philip  Snow 

• Over  500  full  colour  birdcards 

• Recreates  a 24  hour  bird  race  in  your  own  home 

• Fast  moving  race  against  time  •Hie  ideal  gift 


Please  send  me  games  @ £2775  each  including  U.K  p & p 

To  name  

address 


Please  make  cheques/postal  orders  payable  to  Bill  Oddie's  Great  Bird 
Race  Game'  Telephone  orders  welcome:  021  328  2793 
Send  orders  to  Bill  Oddie's  Great  Bird  Race  Game', 

Bamar  Works.  180  Aston  Hall  Road.  Aston  Birmingham,  B6  7LD 

Please  allow  28  days  for  delivery  (D405) 
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WHAT’S  HAPPENING 
IN  THE 
BIRDWATCHING  WORLD 


PHONE 

BIRDCALL  0898  700227 

and  find  out! 

and,  now  into  its  third  year  there’s  . . . 

BIRDLINE 

the  24  hr  rarity  hot  line  updated  up  to  20  times  a day, 
every  day  with  full  details  of  all  the  latest  rare  bird  sightings. 
BIRDLINE  is  firmly  established  as  the  most  efficient 
birder’s  grapevine  ever. 

If  you’d  like  to  know  more  about  BIRDLINE  and  BIRDING 

WORLD 

Magazine,  just  send  an  S.A.E.  to 

Bird  Information  Service 
Appletree  Cottage,  Marshside,  Brancaster, 

King’s  Lynn,  Norfolk  PE31  8 AI) 

BIRDCALL  IS  CHARGED  AT  381*  PER  MIN  INC  VAT.  PEAK  AND  STANDARD. 

25P  PER  MIN  INC.  VAT  CHEAP  RATE.  , 


VOYAGES  JULES  VERNE’S  NATURAL  WORLD  1989 

BIRDWATCHING  TOURS 

HONG  KONG  - ISRAEL  POLAND  - PORTUGAL  - SPAIN 
TURKEY  - YUGOSLAVIA 

WILDLIFE  TOURS 

GORILLAS  OF  RWANDA  - WHALES  OF  CALIFORNIA 
NORTH  CAPE,  ARCTIC  - VENEZUELA  - PAPUA  NEW  GUINEA 
SABAH,  NORTH  BORNEO  - ECUADOR  AND  GALAPAGOS 
ANTARCTICA,  FALKLANDS,  SOUTH  GEORGIA 

All  tours  are  carefully  designed  by  our  own  leaders,  who  look 
forward  to  sharing  with  you  their  expert  knowledge  of  the  areas 
to  be  visited  and  the  exciting  bird  and  wildlife  to  be  found. 

Details  and  brochure  from: 

VOYAGES  JULES  VERNE’S  NATURAL  WORLD 
— TO  21  DORSET  SQUARE,  LONDON  NW1  6QG 

Tel:  01-724  6624 

ABTA  ABTA  (98215 


(D407) 
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WHILE  YOU  GO 

BIRDWATCHING 

IN 

ISLES  OF 
SCILLY 

You  can 

Park  your  car  in  a 
fully  secure  compound 
in  Penzance 

★ 24  hr  Guard  Dogs 

★ 14  ft  walls  and  gate 

★ Cars  locked  at  all  times 


PENZPiNCE 


MOUNTS 

BAY 


ft.H.V  SCi«_»_c*4n 


JENNINGS  STREET 
GARAGE 


DEPT  B/B, 

JENNINGS  STREET, 
PENZANCE 

Tel:  Penzance  65366  - Day 


(D386) 


Classified  Advertisements 

All  advertisements  must  be 

PREPAID 

and  sent  to 

British  Birds  Advertising 
Fountains,  Park  Lane,  Blunham, 
Bedford  MK44  3NJ. 

Telephone  0621  815085 

Rates 

(including  15%  VAT) 

£2.10  a line — average  of  6 words 

£8.00  a centimetre — 

min.  2 centimetres 

Box  Number  counts  as  2 words  is 

£1.00  extra  per  insertion 

Replies  should  be  sent  to  the 

above  address 

Series  Discounts 

3 insertions  for  the  price  of  2 
6 insertions  for  the  price  of  4 


Copy  Date 
5th  of  month 
preceding  publication 

Please  post  early 
to  avoid  disappointment. 


British  Birds 

is  most  grateful  to  those 
companies  which  support 
the  magazine  by  their 
sponsorship: 


Sponsors  of 
the 

Rarities  Committee 


Sponsors  of 
‘ Bird 


West  Germany 

Sponsors  of 
‘ Monthly 
marathon  ’ 

Christopher  Helm 

and 

Collins  TT 

Sponsors  of 
‘ Bird 

Illustrator  of 
the  Year ’ 


Photograph 
of  the  Year  ’ 


telescopes 
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HO  LI  DA  Y A CCOMMODA  TION 
ENGLAND 


- Tuv  Beautiful  Georgian  Hotel 

CLEY 
5 miles 
Bargain 
Breaks 
< BB384  > 

iy’t  ■ • ' > Lawns  hou,  Norfolk. 

Hm  AA  1,2,11  ,,!W0  RAC 

FARM  COTTAGES  between  Lindisfarne  Re- 
serve and  The  Fames.  Comfortable  and  well 
equipped.  Sorry  no  pets.  Brochure:  Mr  J. 
McNish.  Outchester  Farm,  Belford,  Northum- 
berland. Tel:  066  83  336.  (BB386) 

RYDAL.  Three  cottages,  sleep  4 and  6,  weekly 
lets.  Fisher  Hoggarth,  52  Kirkland,  Kendal.  Tel: 
0539  22592,  office  hours.  (BB460) 

ISLES  OF  SCILLY — Seaview  Moorings,  St. 
Mary’s.  Personal  service  from  resident 
proprietors,  Tony  and  Linda.  Overlooking 
harbour,  close  to  quay  and  town — licensed — in- 
room tea  and  coffee  making  facilities — extensive 
breakfast  menu — pets  welcome.  SAE  for  details 
or  telephone  Tony  or  Linda  Dingley  on  0720 
22327.  (BB360) 

ISLES  OF  SCILLY.  Self  catering.  3 to  6.  Linen, 
towels  provided.  Well  furnished  and  equipped. 
Nerina,  Church  Road,  St  Mary’s.  Tel:  0720 
22479.  (BB546) 

ISLES  OF  SCILLY.  Santa  Maria.  Sally  Port.  St 
Mary’s.  A licensed  guest  house  ideally  situated 
100  yards  from  the  monitoring  and  information 
■centre  for  birdwatchers  at  Porthcressa.  Home 
cooking  and  a warm  welcome  awaits  you  from 
Roger  and  Pamela  Savage.  Small  flatlet  for 
couple  also  available.  T el:  0720  22687.  (BB560) 

CHARLTON  HOUSE  HOTEL.  Dawlish.  A A 
RAC  two  star.  Excellent  food.  Exe  Estuary  and 
Dawlish  Warren.  Dawlish 863260.  (BB542) 

ISLES  OF  SCILLY.  Guest  house,  en  suite 
rooms,  tea/coffee  facilities,  licensed.  Close  to 
harbour,  nature  trail.  Good  food,  friendly  atmos- 
phere. The  Bylet.  Church  Road.  St  Man's.  T el: 
072022479.  (BB545) 

WINDMILL  AND  TWO  COTTAGES.  Five 
miles  Blakeney.  Phone  01-883  8137  for  colour 
brochure.  (BB488) 

BLAKENEY — we  offer  comfort,  warmth,  bed 
and  breakfast,  own  bathroom  and  sitting  room. 
Tel:  Cley  740876.  (BB593) 

ISLES  OF  SCILLY,  The  Wheelhouse,  St. 
Marys.  Licensed  Guest  House.  Open  all 
vear  round,  good  food  and  comfortable 
surroundings  next  to  the  log  count  venue. 
Tel:  0720  22719.  (BB536) 


15TH  C.  COACHING  INN  midway  Ross/ 
Hereford  amidst  gentle  wooded  hills,  two  fields 
from  River  Wye.  A comfortable  and  informal 
place  wtih  proper  emphasis  on  real  food,  real 
ales  and  civilised  prices.  Log  fires.  C.H.  15 
bedrooms  inc.  four  poster,  all  en-suite,  tea / 
coffee,  colour  T.Y.,  Radio,  Hair  Dryers,  Trouser 
Presses  etc,  Egon  Ronay,  Relais  Routier,  E.T.B. 
T hree  Crowns,  A. A.  and  R.A.C.  2 Stars.  Charm- 
ing self  catering  cottages  also  available.  Apply 
the  Green  Man  Inn,  Fownhope.  Hereford  HR1 
4PE.  Tel:  (0432  77)  243.  (BB470) 

‘ORCHARD  HOUSE’,  Thornham,  Norfolk, 
B/B  and  S/C.  048  526  259.  (BB417) 

SOMERSET.  18th  century  Honeycombe  Cot- 
tage, Bagiev,  South  Isle  of  Wedmore.  Superb 
views  Somerset  levels.  Fine  English  cooking,  log 
fire,  CH.  En  suite  rooms.  Excellent  birdwatch- 
ing.  Phone  0934  712953.  Details  and 
brochure.  (BB562) 

CLEY.  Attractive  house  in  village,  four  bed- 
rooms, large  garden,  garage,  c.h.  Available  all 
year.  Details  from  Mrs  E.  Album,  47  Lyndale 
Avenue,  London  NW2.  Tel:  01-431  2942. 

(BB348) 

NR.  NTH  NFK  RESERVES  Licensed  Guest 
House  run  by  birders  for  birders.  Jean  & Tony 
Bellars,  Haydn  House,  Avenue  Road,  Hunstan- 
ton. Tel:  33  i 15.  (BB633) 

GARA  MILL,  Slapton.  Comfortable,  warm  sell- 
catering Cedar  Lodges  carefully  sited  in  four 
acres  overlooking  river  and  woods.  2 C.H.  Hats  in 
16th  c.  cornmill  available  all  year.  Sleeps  2-6. 
Dogs  welcome.  For  brochure  ring  Stoke  Fleming 
(0803)770295.  (BB394) 

CLEY.  3 Quality  cottages  (sleep  4,  6 and  6+2). 
Quiet.  Comfortable.  Excellent  value.  Brochure: 
(035.3)  740770.  (BB618) 

COUNTRY  COTTAGES  between  Alnwick  & 
Belford  sleep  up  to  6.  Fully  equipped,  self- 
catering, available  throughout  the  year.  Well 
placed  for  Holy  Island  & Fame  Islands.  Cheviot 
Hills  and  many  places  of  natural  beauty.  S.A.E.: 
Ladv  Gadsden,  606  Gilbert  House,  Barbican, 
London  EC2Y  8BD.  Tel:  0 1 -638  9968.  ( BB623) 

NR  MINSMERE.  Bed  and  breakfast  at  16th  c. 
moated  farmhouse  in  peaceful  country  setting. 
Hill  House,  Sibton. Tel:  Yoxford 662.  (BB624) 

OLD  HUNSTANTON,  NORFOLK.  Overlook- 
ing the  Wash.  Fully  equipped  holiday  cottages, 
col  TV,  gas  CH.  Close  beach,  available  all  year. 
Mrs  Lindsay,  4 Marks  Road,  Warlingham,  Sur- 
rey CR3  9.SH.  Tel:  Upper  Warlingham  (088-32) 
2013.  " (BB626) 

FARM  COTTAGES  between  Holy  Island.  The 
Fames  and  Cheviots.  Comfortable,  well  equip- 
ped. Mrs  Nixon,  Swinhoe,  Belford.  Northumber- 
land. Tel:  066  83  370.  (BB631 ) 
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PENRITH,  CUMBRIA.  Small,  friendly,  licensed 
private  hotel  run  by  BTO/RSPB  members  with 
library  of  maps  and  books  on  natural  history 
specialising  in  birds.  Ideal  centre  for  Haweswater, 
Solway  and  Geltsdale.  Most  bedrooms  en-suite,  all 
with  TV'  and  tea/coffee  making  facilities.  B&B  £12- 
16.50.  AA/RAC.  E.T.B.  Three  Crowns.  Angela  and 
Ivor  Davies,  Woodland  House  Hotel,  Wordsworth 
Street.  Tel:076864177.  (BB637) 


EXMOOR  for  country  and  animal  lovers.  Farm- 
house accommodation,  bed  and  breakfast  and 
evening  meal,  or  self-catering  cottage.  Details 
from:  French,  Brendon  Barton,  Lynton,  Devon. 
Tel:  059  87  201.  (BB581) 

ISLES  OF  SCILLY,  Mincarlo  Guest  House,  St. 
Mary’s.  Superbly  situated  in  own  grounds  over- 
looking the  harbour.  Write  to:  Colin  Duncan  or 
Tel:  072022513.  (BB503) 

WELLS-NEXT-THE-SEA,  NORFOLK.  Warm 
welcome,  B&B,  EM  opt.  Les  Routiers  recom- 
mended. Tel:  0328  710381 . (BB635) 

NORTH  NORFOLK.  B.B.  in  comfortable 
home.  Secluded  position  in  2 acres  near 
Fakenham — equidistant  to  all  North  Coast 
Reserves— 03282942.  (BB644) 

SHERINGHAM,  NORFOLK,  comfortable, 
well  equipped  cottage,  150  yards  from  sea  and 
shops.  Sleeps  6.  CH.  Aga.  Garage.  End  garden. 
Available  all  year.  Tel:  0263  86053 1 . (BB647) 

SCILLY  ISLES.  Holiday  flat.  Details  0720 
22935.  (BB651) 

EXMOOR.  Peaceful  s/catering  c/healed  holiday 
homes  in  National  Trust  Village.  Marshes, 
woods  and  moorland — rich  in  birdlife.  Reduced 
spring/autumn  terms.  Open  all  year.  Stamp  to 
Sheila  Wright,  Pack  Horse,  Allerford,  nr  Mine- 
head.  Tel:  0643  862475.  (BB652) 

NORFOLK,  CLEY-NEXT-SF.A  1 MILE.  Flint 
stones  Guest  House,  Wiveton  Holt.  Full  C./H, 
H&G,  tea/coffee  making  facs.  Col  TV  all  rooms. 
Evening  meal  optional.  Open  nearly  all  year. 
Please  ring  for  brochure.  Sorry  No  Smoking.  Tel: 
0263  740337.  (BB657) 

SCOTLAND 

FINSTOWN,  mainland,  Orkney.  Stay  with  a 
local  birder.  Bed  and  breakfast.  (E.M.  optional). 
Williams,  Fairholm,  Finstown.  Tel:  0856 
76317.  (BB625) 

ISLE  OF  ISLAY,  I.ochside  Hotel.  Situated  on 
the  edge  of  Loch  Indaal.  Birdwatching  all  the 
year  round.  Superb  2 star  accommodation  with 
full  central  heating.  All  rooms  have  private 
bathroom  or  shower  with  wash  hand  basin, 
colour  TV,  radio,  telephone  & tea/cofTee  making 
facilities.  Fully  licensed.  Brochure  & tariff  from 
proprietor  Mrs  Eileen  McNab.  I.ochside  Hotel, 
Bowmore,  Isle  of  Islay,  Argyll  PA43  7LB.  Pel: 
Bowmore  (049-68 1 ) 244/265. ' (BB650) 


THE  HOTEL,  Isle  of  Colonsay,  Argyll  PA61 
7YP.  Demi-pension  (Private  bath)  from  £30.00. 
Details,  brochures,  map  (bird  list  on  request). 
Tel:  09512  316.  (BB582) 

ISLE  OF  ISLAY.  B&B,  colour  'IV’,  tea  making 
facilities,  hot/cold  and  central  heating  in  all 
rooms.  Glenview  House,  Portnahaven,  Islay, 
Argyll  PA47  7SL.  Tel:  049-686  303.  (BB636) 

WALES 

ANGLESEY.  Excellent  Sea  watching,  Waders, 
Wildfowl  and  Breeders.  Comfortable,  residen- 
tial centre,  wholesome  food,  ideal  for  Club  or 
Group  field  trips.  Local  information  and  advice. 
Ian  Wright,  Outdoor  Alternative,  Rhoscolyn, 
Holyhead  LL65  2NQ.  Tel:  0407  860469.  (BB573) 

TREGARON.  Cambrian  Coffee  Shoppe.  Home 
cooking.  B&B,  £8.  Em,  £4.50.  Tel:  Mrs  Knight, 
097  44637.  (BB6I9) 

ANGLESEY.  Superb  beachside  hotel  with  mag- 
nificent views.  Ideal  centre  for  bird  watchers  and 
botanists  in  area  noted  for  its  lakes,  reserves  and 
coastline  of  outstanding  beauty.  Come  to  ‘High- 
ground’  AA/RAC  listed,  licensed,  for  warm 
welcome,  excellent  food  and  accommodation. 
Brochure:  Mrs  Karen  Hayter,  Highground, 
Ravenspoint  Road,  Trearddur  Bay,  Gwynedd 
LL65  2YY.  Tel:  0407  860078.  (BB649) 

ABERGYNOLWYN  — bird  watchers/walkers 
paradise.  Peaceful,  scenic  area  of  Mid  Wales. 
Homely  accommodation.  C/H.  H&C.  dogs 
welcome.  B&B  £7/£8,  EM  £3.50.  Details  sae, 
Riverside  Guest  House,  Abergynolwyn,  Tywyn, 
Gwynedd.  Tel:  0654  77235.  (BB656) 

OVERSEAS 

MAJORCA,  NORTH.  Familiar  Hotel.  Half- 
board. Special  car  hire  rates  in  low  season.  Tel: 
531998  ‘Oriola’  Pollensa.  (BB454) 

CAMARGUE.  Secluded  holiday  cottage  on 
farm.  Rogers,  Mas  d’Auphan,  Le  Sambuc,  13200 
ARLES,  France  (01033)  90989041.  (BB61 1) 

OVERSEAS  HOLIDAYS.  Example:  Turkey 
£290 — full  board.  Spain  £290.  Write  for  brochure 
to  Graham  Faithfull  Activity  Holidays,  3/4 
Sheepmarket,  Stamford,  Lines  PE9  2RB.  (BB659) 


BIRD  W A TCHING II  OLID  A YS 


NATURAL  BREAK  HOLIDAYS 

(A  Division  of  Algarve  Rirdwatch  Ltd.) 
Spring  ’89  guided  birdwatching  tours. 
Algarve,  Portugal  9th-16th  April,  16th-23rd 
April.  Write  to:  32  Coronation  Road,  Map- 
perley,  Nottingham  NG3  5JS  or  telephone 
0602  602587.  (BB642) 
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SPAIN 

Mancha  8c  Central  Sierras 
Donana  8c  South-West 
Pyrenees  8c  Ebro  Delta 
April,  May,  June  1989 

I om  Gullick  lives  in  Spain.  He  will 
show  you  the  rarest  birds  in  the  most 
beautiful  and  remote  areas.  Expect  to 
see  5 different  eagles,  3 vultures,  2 
bustards,  2 sandgrouse.  White-headed 
Duck,  Gallinule,  Eagle  Owl,  Black 
Stork,  with  many  ducks,  waders  and 
passerines  on  spring  migration.  Also 
Lammergeier,  Wallcreeper,  Dupont’s 
Lark,  Alpine  Accentor,  Black  Wood- 
pecker on  new  Py  renees  Tour.  1 1 & 8 
day  tours  for  3-4  persons  only,  by 
Range  Rover.  1 1 years  and  over  1,000 
days  of  field  experience  in  Spain. 

Tom  Gullick,  c/o  Mrs  M.  Parker, 

5 Tile  Barn  Close,  Farnborough, 
Hants.  GUI  4 8LS.  Tel:  0252  547213. 

(BB616) 


MIGRATE  TO  FAIR  ISLE  this  year!  Midway 
between  Orkney  and  Shetland  this  beautiful 
rugged  island  offers  a relaxing  widlife  holiday  for 
all  the  family.  Enjoy  comfortable  full  board 
accommodation  and  explore  the  island's  magni- 
ficent cliff  scenery,  fine  seabird  colonies,  migrant 
birds.  Bora,  knitwear  and  fascinating  island  life. 
For  details/bookings  write  (sae):  Booking  Dept 
(C),  Fair  Isle  Bird  Observatory,  Fair  Isle.  Shet- 
land, or  tel:  035  1 2 258.  ( BB373) 

' SKOKHOl.ME/SKOMER  ISLANDS,  PEM- 
BROKESHIRE. Thousands  of  seabirds,  carpets 
of  flowers.  Some  courses.  S.a.e.  Dept  BB. 
WWNTC,  7 Market  Street,  Haverfordwest, 
Dyfed  SA6  I INF.  l ei:  Haverfordwest  (0437) 
5462.  (BB114) 

YORKSHIRE  DALES  FIELD  CENTRE.  Gig- 
.gleswick  BD24  0BF.  'Birds  of  Malham  Tam  and 
the  Ribble  Valley,  Birds  of  hill  and  flood 
plain', — Tutored  weekend  from  Sunday  I 1th- 
13th  November.  Individuals,  groups  and  families 
welcome,  comfortable  bunk-bedded  accommo- 
dation and  good  food.  (Other  winter  weekends 
possible).  Details  from  the  centre.  Tel:  Settle 
'(07292)  2965.  (BB658) 

l DAY  TRIPS  TO  RUTLAND  WATER.  Lon- 
don £17.  Manchester  £18.  Write  for  brochure  to 
Graham  Faithfull  Activity  Holidays,  3/4  Sheep- 
market,  Stamford,  Lines  PF9  2RB.  (BB660) 

Please  mention 
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WILDLIFE  HOLIDAYS 


BIRDWATCHING/WILDLIFE.  Tented  Safaris. 
Kenya,  30th  December:  Amboseli,  Tsavo  East 
and  West,  Indian  Ocean,  Lake  Jipe.  2 weeks 
£1,125.  Namibia,  7th  April:  Etosha,  Kalahari, 
Fish  River  Canyon.  3 weeks  £1,475.  All  inclusive 
fares.  Itineraries:  ADVENTURE  AFRICA,  The 
Square,  Ramsbury,  Wiltshire.  Tel:  0672  20569. 

(BB605) 

PERU  with  ‘BIRD  TOUR  PERU’.  Coast,  High- 
lands, Jungle.  Small  groups,  19  days,  £1,750. 
Depart  January,  February,  March,  April.  Itiner- 
ary from:  Birdtour  Peru,  Raeburgh,  Grimoldbv, 
Louth,  Lines.  LNII  8TD.  (050782)  8871. 

(BB608) 


WEST  OF  IRELAND.  \\  ildlifr  holidays,  natural 
history'  courses,  field  studies  facilities  for  individuals 
and  small  groups.  Good  food  and  comfortable 
accommodation  overlooking  Connemara  mountains 
and  I.ough  Corrib.  Guided  tours  to  Connemara.  I hr 
Burren  and  the  Cliffs  of  Moher.  Contact  Dr  Tony 
\\  hilde.  Corrib  Conservation  Centre.  Ardnasillagh. 
( fughterard.  Co.  Galway.  ( BB426) 


CHILE  FEBRUARY  1989:  Peter  Roberts  (who  has 
led  many  S.  American  bird  tours  and  visited  Chile 
in  1988)  is  organising  a private  birding  trip  with 
excellent  Chilean  hirder  to  find  all  specialities.  20 
days  to  include  Andes.  Laura  N.P..  Atacama  Desert, 
pelagic  tour,  Patagonia  and  Tierra  del  Kuego.  Cost 
ca  £2,100  fully  inclusive.  SAF,  for  details:  3 Ghilds- 
croft  Road.  Rainham.  Kent  ME8  7ST.  ( BB645) 


TOURS 


TRINIDAD  8c  TOBAGO  Guided  tours  amidst 
rainforest,  mangrove  swamps  and  savannahs. 
420-f-  species  recorded.  Superb  accommodation. 
Write  Asa  Wright  Nature  Centre,  c/o  64  Roberts 
St,  Port  of  Spain.  Trinidad:  or  phone  (U.K.)  0452 
610005  for  details.  (BB609) 


British  Birds  Trip  to  Thailand  1989 

Sibes  galore  and  very  much  more.  There  are 
still  vacancies  on  BB's  special,  relaxed,  small 
group  trip  to  Thailand  during  17th  February 
to  7th  March  1989.  Write  now  for  details,  to 
British  Birds,  Thai  Trip.  Fountains.  Park 
Lane,  Blunham,  Bedford  MK44  3NJ. 

(BB64I) 


SITU  A TIONS  l AC  ANT 


ASSISTANT  WARDEN.  Calf  of  Man  Bird 
Observatory,  required  for  1989  season  (mid- 
March  to  mid-November).  Ringing  permit  and 
some  experience  of  mist-netting  desirable. 
Wages  £63.30  per  week,  gross  (less  national 
insurance  contributions)  and  accommodation. 
Further  details  from  The  Secretary,  Manx 
Museum  and  National  Tnist,  Douglas,  Isle  of 
Man.  Tel:  (0624)  75522.  (BB654) 
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BIRD  REPORTS 


FIFE  BIRD  REPORT  '87.  Illustrations,  articles 
etc.  ’85  and  ’86  also  available.  £2.30  each  inc. 
p&p  from  D.  Dickson,  45  Hawthorn  Terrace, 
Thornton  KYI  3DW.  (BB6I7) 

BIRDS  IN  CORNWALL  1987’,  £3.50  post  free 
from  Stanley  Christophers,  5 Newquay  Road,  St 
Columb,  Cornwall  TR9  6RW.  (BB638) 


BOOKS 


BOOKS  ON  BIRDS,  MAMMALS,  ETC., 
BOUGHT  & SOLD.  Also  Field  Sports,  Big 
Game,  Travel,  Science,  the  Arts,  etc.  Catalogues 
issued.  David  Grayling,  Crosby  Ravensworth, 
Penrith,  Cumbria  CAIO  3JP.  09315  282. 

(BB614) 

HENRY  SOTHERAN  LTD 

Ijondon's  leading  ornithological  hook  stockists 
Catalogue  now  available. 

NEW  specialist  natural  history  bookshop, 
now  open,  containing  our  full  range  of 
bird  books  and  reports, 
plus  a comprehensive  selection  of  other 
natural  history  titles 
(new  and  secondhand) 

HENRY  SOTHERAN  LTD 
2 Princes  Arcade,  Piccadilly, 

London  SW1Y  6DS 
Telephone:  01-439  6151  iBB634) 


LATEST  Natural  History  catalogue  from  ‘Ave- 
nue Books’,  76  Front  Street,  Tynemouth,  Tyne 
& WearNE304RG.  (BB622) 


The  original 

BIRDWATCHER’S 
LOGBOOK 

The  most  concise  way  to  record  your 
observations.  Monthly,  annual  and  life 
columns  for  762  species,  plus  159 
diary  pages.  Send  £5.50  to: 

Coxton  Publications,  _ 

Eastwood,  Beverley  Rd,  Walkington,  § 
Beverley,  N.  Humberside  HU17  8RP  § 


RARE  AND  SECONDHAND  books  on  birds, 
natural  history,  gardening  and  field  sports 
bought  and  sold.  Peter  Blest,  Wateringbury, 
Maidstone,  Kent.  Tel:  0622  812940.  (BB498) 

«♦ 

FINE  AND  SECONDHAND  BOOKS  on 

ornithology  and  natural  history.  Catalogue  from 
Pandion  Books,  Carr  Close,  Rainton,  Thirsk 
Y07  3PS.  (BB643) 

‘BIRD  BOOKS’.  Good  secondhand  books 
bought  and  sold.  Free  catalogue  from,  and  offers 
to  Briant  Books,  94  Quarry  Lane,  Kelsall, 
Tarporley,  Cheshire  CW6  0NJ.  Tel:  0829  51804. 

(BB648) 


SCOTTISH  ORNITHOLOGISTS’  CLUB 
THE  BIRD  BOOKSHOP 
1 ,000  titles  in  stock  ★ Credit  Cards  welcome* 
F ree  comprehensive  catalogue  from: 
The  Bird  Bookshop 

21  Regent  Terrace,  Edinburgh  EH7  5BT 
Tel:  031-556  6042  (anytime)  (BB655) 


FOR  SALE 


BB,  an  exceptionally  long  run  of  52  vols  in 
standard  binding:  vols  19  (1925)  to  71  in  good 
condition  (vol  37  absent).  Offers  to:  The  Libra- 
rian, BENHS,  c/o  The  Alpine  Club,  74  South 
Audley  Street,  London  W1Y5FF.  (BB630) 


DRAWINGS  8c  PHOTOGRAPHS 
FROM  ‘BB’.  Many  of  the  original 
bird-drawings  and  prints  of  the  bird- 
photographs  published  in  British  Birds 
can  be  purchased.  Letters  containing 
enquiries  or  offers  will  be  forwarded  if 
addressed  to  the  named  individual 
artist  or  photographer,  c/o  Fountains, 
Park  Lane,  Blunham,  Bedford  MK44 
3NJ.  (BB613) 


ZEISS  WEST,  8 x 50B,  10  x 50  Series  25,  as 
new,  cheap!  Tel:  0326  74865.  (BB640) 


ORNITHOLOGICAL  GUIDES  in  the  Let’s 
look  at  . . .’  series,  Majorca  SW  Spain,  The 
Camargue,  Montenegro,  Ethiopia,  Eastern  Au- 
stria, South  Morocco,  North  East  Greece,  Van- 
couver and  The  Rockies,  Sri  Lanka,  Lapland  and 
Arctic  Norway,  The  Gambia,  North  West  Fur- 
key,  N.  India  and  Australia,  £3.00  per  copy, 
Ornitholidays,  1-3  Victoria  Drive,  Bognor  Regis, 
Susses  P021  2PW.  (BB493) 


BIRD  JOURNAL  BACKNUMBERS  SUP- 
PLIED. (BB.  Bird  Study,  County  Reports,  etc.), 
David  Morgan,  Whitmore,  Umberleigh,  Devon. 

(BB653) 


WANTED 


EAST  AFRICAN  Wildlife  Society  Journal 
‘SWARA’,  Volumes  1 to  6 required.  Harrop. 
Garthgynan,  Ruthin,  Clwyd.  Tel:  08242 
2135.  (BB646) 


SALE  OF  BIRD  BOOKS  (New  Nat  etc),  free 
list.  M.  Green,  7 Fircroft  Close,  Woking,  Surrey 
GU22  7LZ.Tel:  Woking  665 17.  (BB639) 
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OPTOLYTH 

Choice  of  connoisseurs 


The  excellence  of  optical  design  and  construction.  Superb, 
bright,  crystal  clear  image.  Compact,  lightweight,  green 
rubber  armoured.  Field  of  view  is  110m  at  1000m. 

Min.  focus  5m. 


For  the  complete  range  of  Optoivth  products: 
Telescopes,  and  highly  acclaimed  Alpin  binoculars, 
please  phone  or  write  to  Sole  Importers. 

OPTICRON.  PO.  Box  81,  St.  Albans,  Herts,  AL1  3NT. 
Tel:  (0727)  56516 


British  Birds 


Volume  81  Number  10  October  1988 

483  The  ‘British  Birds’  Best  Bird  Book  of  the  Year 

484  Recent  transatlantic  vagrancy  of  landbirds  and  waders  Norman 
Elkins 

491  Mystery  photographs  Western  Sandpiper  DrR.J.  Chandler 

494  Monthly  marathon 

496  Mixed  singers  and  imitation  singers  among  Short-toed  Tree- 
creepers  P.  Clausen  and  S.  Toft 

Reviews 

503  ‘Where  to  Watch  Birds  in  Britain  and  Europe’  by  John  Gooders  Daind  Fisher 

504  ‘Birdwatching  with  Bill  Oddie’  Dr  J.  T.  R.  Sharrock 

505  Seventy-five  years  ago  . . . 

505  Best  recent  black-and-white  bird-photographs  Don  Smith,  Dr  R.  J. 
Chandler,  Eric  Hosking  and  Dr  J.  T.  R.  Sharrock 

516  News  and  comment  Robin  Prytherch  and  Mike  Everett 

520  June  reports  Ian  Dawson  and  Keith  Allsopp 

Notes 

525  Identification  of  adult  Sooty  and  Bridled  Terns  Alan  Harris 
530  Behaviour  of  Swifts  at  House  Martin  colony  S.  W.  M.  Hughes 

530  Isabelline  Wheatear  using  ‘canopy  technique’  when  feeding  Dr  J.  T.  R.  Sharrock 

531  Probable  hybrid  Willow  X Greenish  Warbler  Douglas  E.  Dickson 

531  Carrion  Crow  picking  up  dead  fish  with  its  feet  Malcolm  Calvert 

Letters 

532  Field  identification  of  Radde’s  and  Dusky  Warblers  Philip  D.  Round 

532  Report  of  adult  Cox’s  Sandpiper  in  Hong  Kong  Peter  Kennerley 

Announcements 

533  ‘Not  BB  III’ 

533  New  books  in  British  BirdShop 
533  ‘BB’-Sunbird  trip  to  Canary  Islands 

533  ‘BB’-Sunbird  tour  around  New  Zealand 

534  XX  IOC 

534  Recent  reports  Dr  Mark  Boyd 

Line-drawings:  484  Common  Yellowthroat  (D.  G.  Mitchell)-,  485  Black-and-white  Warbler 
( Julian  R.  Hough)-,  496  treecreeper  ( David  Thelwell)-,  520  Spanish  Sparrow  (Dave  Numey);  522 
Great  White  Egret  (Jeff  Higgott)-,  525  Black-winged  Pratincole  (J.  P.  P.  Wilczur) 

Front  cover:  Dunlins  ( Robert  Still):  the  original  drawing  of  this  month’s  cover  design, 
measuring  18.6  X 20.7  cm,  is  for  sale  in  a postal  auction  (see  page  31  in  January  issue  for 
procedure) 
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1445 

7748 


N4  FOCUS  AT  LEMSFORD  SPRINGS 


TELESCOPE  AND  TRIPOD  OUTFITS 


ACCESSORIES 


£ 


SUNDAY  NOVEMBER  20th  — 10am  - 4pm 
SUNDAY  DECEMBER  11th  — 10am  4pm 
SUNDAY  JANUARY  15th  — 10am  - 4pm 

t \ the  kind  co-operation  of  the  Herts  and  Middx  Wildlife  Trust  In  Focus 
now  able  to  offer  customers  a unique  opportunity  to  use.  compare  and 
:hase  quality  optical  equipment  under  field  conditions  Lems  ford  Springs 
jre  Reserve  is  situated  approximately  20  miles  north  of  London  and  is 
1 5 mms  dnve  from  June  23  on  the  M25  motorway  This  compact  well 
•aged  reserve  has  a good  variety  ot  bird  life  and  customers  can  expect 
' 3 views  of  water  and  woodland  birds  Visitors  are  invited  to  take 
intage  of  the  ample  parking  to  the  right  of  the  reserve  gate,  then  make 
way  to  reception  At  this  point  customers  can  discuss  their  individual 
. nremonts  with  our  technical  staff  - binoculars  are  issued  from  this  point 
can  be  used  on  a woodland  walk  or  in  a private  hide  where  a full  range 
- -- ilescopes  can  also  be  viewed  For  further  information  and  directions 
se  coni acl  IN  FOCUS 


MIRADOR  MERLIN  25  ■ 60  & Case 
SLIK  GAZELLE  95D  & Strap 

OUTFIT  PRICE  Cl  29.00 


KOWA  TS601  25  x 60  & Case 
MANFROTTO  190  c/w  128  Head  & Strap 

OUTFIT  PRICE  C269.00 


OPTOLYTH  TBS  80  c/w  30  x 
MANFROTTO  190  c/w  128  Head  & Strap 

OUTFIT  PRICE  C399.00 


Car  window  mount  22  00 


Hide  mount 

38  00 

Rowi  ShouJder  Pod 

36  00 

CuNmarmSi  Pod 

24  95 

CuftmannOR 

995 

Ramguard  small 

350 

Ramguard  large 

350 

Leather  lanyard 

350 

Tnpod  strap 

695 

PERSONAL  CALLERS 

Can  choose  and  select  from  our 
comprehensive  range  ol  equip 
ment  Compare  Zeiss  with  Le*tz. 
Optofyth  with  Kowa  or  Nikon  We 
are  a completely  independent  com- 
pany. whose  only  concern  * that 


t£ST  ZEISS 

£ 

r.  yt8  x 20B 

189  00 

MM  10  x 25B 

209  00 

* yte  X 20BGA 

229  00 

r yl7  x 42BGAT 

Phone 

m yt8  x 30BGAT 

Phone 

n ytIO  * 4O0T 

Phone 

n yt  10  x 40BGAT 

Phone 

r.  yt8  x 56BGAT 

Phone 

r *015  x 60GAT 

Phone 

HMSOnes 

iguard 

500 

♦yard 

400 

i cups  rubber  (set) 

10  00 

» cups,  hard  (set) 

1000 

r-re  case  for 

« A 40BGAT 

26  00 

nrrz  £ 


novid8  * 20BC 

235  00 

i - Ovid  8 x 20BCA 

247  00 

"Ovid  10  x 25BC 

247  00 

I'Ovid  10  x 258CA 

259  00 

- e for  compad 

1400 

p ovid  7 x 35BA 

399  00 

*~*0vid8  x 32BA 

445  00 

•»OVid7  x 4 28 A 

Phone 

tNOvidS  x 40  BA 

Phone 

i avid  10  x 40BA 

Phone 

r Dvid  10  x 40BAN 

Phone 

case 

34  00 

! lease 

40  00 

\ > iguard 

800 

ICON 

£ 

*>B 

74  95 

>58 

79  95 

J <208  Roof  Prism 

134  95 

' * 258  Roof  Pnsm 

149  95 

* *108  Roof  Prism 

239  00 

IJ0ZCF 

189  00 

35ZCF 

209  00 

• 60  Fiefdscope 

269  00 

A 60  Fioldscope  Ed 

489  00 

'.  30>  40v  60 x 

*>eces(each) 

65  00 

nng 

1425 

* » UV  fitter 

42  00 

h-aerhood 

1025 

->ece  case 

795 

Okrt 

157  00 

miFT  £ 

xubonB  5 x 44  15995 

' ey  7 5 x 42  115  95 


OPTOLYTH 

£ 

Alpin  8 x 30BGA 

106  00 

AJpm  8 - 40BGA 

200  00 

Alpin  7 x 42BGA 

207  00 

Alpm  10  ■ 40BGA 

205  00 

Alpin  10  * 50BGA 

221  00 

Osins  0 x 40GA 

145  00 

Osins  10  X 40GA 

147  00 

Ramguard 

400 

Optolyth  30  x 75BGA 

31000 

Optolyth  30  x 80BGA 

353  00 

Optolyth  TB806GA 

344  00 

Optolyth  TBS80 

320  00 

20  x WA  for  TBS80 

88  00 

20  x 

56  00 

30  * 

57  00 

40  ■ 

58  00 

Case  for  scopes 

35  00 

OPT1CRON 

£ 

Elite  9 x 35 

106  00 

8 x 428 

110  00 

10  x 42B 

11400 

60mm  HR  Body 

128  00 

60mm  HR  Body  45 

150  00 

60mm  HRGA  Body 

155  00 

20  x 60  x zoom 

65  00 

22  x WA 

30  00 

40  x 

28  00 

Case  tor  HR 

1500 

Piccolo  body 

107  00 

15  x -60  x zoom 

45  00 

20  x or  40  x each 

22  00 

Case  for  Piccolo 

1500 

Opbcron  tnpod 

59  95 

KOWA 

TS601 

185  00 

TS602 

165  00 

20  x WA 

47  00 

25  x 

41  00 

40  - 

41  00 

20  x -60  x zoom 

93  00 

TSN-1 

235  00 

TSN-2 

225  00 

TSN-3 

435  00 

TSN-4 

425  00 

20  ' WA 

69  00 

25  x 

45  00 

40  * 

45  00 

20  x -60  x zoom 

99  00 

Case  for  Kowa 

1950 

Photo  kit  for  TSN 

69  00 

FREE  CASE  WHEN 
YOU  BUY  A KOWA' 


BUSHNELL 

£ 

Spacemaster 

140  00 

15  « -45  x zoom 

79  00 

20  x -60  x zoom 

65  00 

22  ■ WA 

39  00 

20  * or  40  x each 

29  00 

Photo  kit 

25  00 

Case 

1500 

Custom  8 « 36B 

179  00 

Custom  10  x 40B 

109  00 

CARL  ZEISS  JENA 

£ 

T uimon  8*21  Mono 

39  95 

Jenoptem  8' 30 

44  95 

Jenoptem  10  * 50 

69  95 

Deltrmtem  8 x 30 

54  95 

Deltnntem  10  x 50 

88  95 

Notar em  8 x 32B 

114  95 

Notarem  10  « 406 

149  95 

Odarem  8 x 508 

199  95 

ADLERBLICK 

£ 

8 ' 32B 

123  00 

8 x 42B 

120  00 

10  « 408 

125  00 

10  x 506 

139  00 

7 x 21B 

109  00 

8 x 24B 

11900 

BRESSER 

£ 

8 x 42GA  Roof  P 

119  00 

10  * 42GA  Roof  P 

11900 

7 x 42BGA  Lux 

135  00 

10  « 42BGA  Lux 

149  00 

10  « 50BGA  Lux 

165  00 

MIRADOR 

£ 

8 ' 428 

11000 

10  - 42B 

114  00 

10  n SOB 

122  00 

Merlin  25  * 60 

97  00 

Merkn  18  x -40  x 60 

129  00 

Medm  30  « 75 

11900 

Medm  22  x -47  x 75 

157  00 

Case  for  Merlm 

1500 

MANFROTTO 

TRIPODS 

£ 

Mini  Pro 

35  00 

Base  144 

45  00 

Base  144  black 

50  00 

1 28  Fufid  head 

34  95 

200  Extra  kght  head 

39  95 

Tnpod  strap 

995 

Pro  Mono  Pod 

24  95 

SLIK  TRIPODS 

£ 

Gaze«e950 

37  95 

Siik  35  DN 

57  95 

Master  D2 

69  95 

SL67 

104  95 

Black  Diamond 

85  95 

Skk  88 

65  95 

Monopods  from 

1550 

Tnpod  strap 

695 

OUESTAR  £ 

Field  Model  3’V  with  broad  band 
coating  supplied  with  50  - 00 » 
(24mm)  Lens  Hood  Photo  Kit  and 
Case  2.242  00 


80  * - 130  x (16mm) 

110  40 

Porto  Pnsm 

140  30 

CENTURY 

£ 

Field  Model  GA 

150  00 

20  x -45  » zoom 

49  00 

20 x.  30-  40- 

eye  pieces  (each) 

1900 

Case  16  96 


BARBOUR 

£ 

The  best  British  dotting  tor  the 

worst  British  weather 

Durham  Jacket 

52  95 

3Z  to  46 

Bedale  Jacket 

28* to 30" 

45  45 

32"  to  46 

69  95 

Gametair  Jacket 

78  95 

32"  to  46 

Beafort  Jacket 

62  95 

3 2 to  46' 

Border  Jacket 

89  95 

32“  to  46 

Burghtey  Jacket 

96  95 

36  to  44 

Northumbna  Jacket 

91  45 

36"  to  46 

Lnings 

19  45 

Hoods 

11  45 

Send  tor  cotour  Barbour  catalogue 
Post  FREE  on  Barbour 

TELESCOPES  AND 
TRIPOD  OUTFITS 

fl  you  purchase  a scope  and  tripod 
at  the  same  time  we  can  offer  you  a 
very  speoaf  pnee' 

PHONE  FOR  A QUOTE 


our  customers  seled  the  corred 
instrument  lor  thew  personal  needs 

PHONE  ORDERS 

Discuss  your  requirements  with  our 
techneaf  staff  and  orders  placed 
with  Access  or  Visa  Cards  wA  be 
despatched  same  day 

MAIL  ORDER 

Just  add  C2  to  help  cover  PAP  and 
■nsurance  and  your  order  will  be 
despatched  on  the  same  day  as  we 
receive  your  cheque  AM  equ<)ment 
is  supplied  on  14  days  approval 
upon  recapl  o » tu*  remittance 

SECONDHAND 

instruments  are  always  available 
Turnover  « fast  so  we  do  not  print  a 
kst  Phone  tor  rtormetion 

PART  EXCHANGE 

Top  pnees  paid  tor  good  condfcon 
equto'T'ent 

HOW  TO  FIND  US 

We  are  1 0 mms  from  M25  and  A 1 M 
motorways  and  15  mns  waft  from 
t-kgn  Bamet  Underground  Station 

Pnees  corred  4 10  86  E&EO 


AUTUMN  OFFER 

FREE  TRIPOD 
STRAP  WITH 
EVERY  TRIPOD 
PURCHASED. 

1.9.88  - 30.11.88 


INTEREST  FREE  CREDIT  ON  THE 
FOLLOWING  INSTRUMENTS 

ZEISS  WEST  8 x 30BGAT  7 x 42BGAT.  10  x 408GAT 
LEITZ  TRINOVID  8 x 40SA  7 x 42BA  10  x 40BAN 
KOWA  TSN-3  or  4 NIKON  FIELDSCOPE  ED 
Simply  select  the  model  ol  your  choice  pay 
one-third  ol  the  purchase  price  with  the  balance 
in  two  equal  payments  one  month  apart 
Phone  write  or  call 


BINOCULARS  & TELESCOPES  REPAIRED  ON  THE  PREMISES 

(D415) 


ORNITHOLIDAYS 

i non  MEMBER  of  the  association  of 
I yoy  BRITISH  TRAVEL  AGENTS 

Holidays  Organised  by  Birdwatchers  forBirdwatchers 
Twenty-four  years’  service  to  birdwatchers  & naturalists 
Programme  will  include: 

^“na  | Christmas  ’88/New  Year  '89 


ChinaTibet 
Australia 
New  Zealand 
Venezuela 
The  Galapagos 
Yellowstone  Nat.  Park 
Israel 
Jordan 
Cyprus 
N.  E.  Greece 
Turkey 

Write  or  ’phone  for  a brochure  to: 

LAWRENCE  G.  HOLLOWAY 

ORNITHOLIDAYS 

DEPT.  2,  1-3  VICTORIA  DRIVE,  BOGNOR  REGIS,  WEST  SUSSEX,  P021  2PW 
Tel:  0243  821230  (D401)  ATOL  LICENCE  No.  743 


N.  India 
Kenya 

Namibia  - Etosha 

Zimbabwe 

Tanzania 

Botswana  - The  Okavango 
Natal 

Madagascar 
India  - Tiger  Special 
The  Seychelles 
Thailand 


Yugoslavia 

Corfu 

The  Camargue 
The  Roussillon 
Andorra 

Spanish  Pyrenees 

S.  W.  Spain 
Coto  Donana 
Majorca 
Lake  Neusiedl 
Arctic  Norway 


MEMBER 


tfL 


YOUR 

GUARANTEE 


FOCALPOINT 


Deal  with  birdwatchers  who  understand  your  requirements 


LEITZ  Binoculars 

Beautifully  made  precision  instruments  With 
contrast,  resolution,  flatness  ot  held,  true 
internal  focusing  design,  and  climate  resist- 
ance which  are  unsurpassed  Ana  all  within  a 
compact  lightweight  design' 

As  used  by  both  principals  ol  Focalpoml 
and  many  Ihousands  of  discerning  birders 
throughout  the  world.  All  sizes  are 

available  from  slock, 

NEW  - ADLERBLICK 
Multicoated’  exceptional  quality 
8x42  169.95 

10  x 42  179.95 

10x50  1 98.95 


NIKON  Fieldscope  system 
in  stock  - - from  £269 


Buying  a Telescope 
Outfit? 

Take  advantage  of  our 
special  Christmas  offer! 
Buy  any  one  of  our  50 
popular  telescopes  with 
case,  tripod  (Slik  D2, 
88BD  or  Shogun,  or 
Manfrotto)  and  strap 
And  we  will  give  you 
FREE  a top  quality  European 
wide  HIDE  MOUNT! 
(worth  £30+) 
offer  valid  until  31-12-88 
or  until  stocks  run  out. 


NEW  Skua  Mkll  cases  for  Kowa  TSN 
telescopes  in  stock  now.  Total  encase- 
ment, ultra  rugged  ana  weatherproof. 
Stays  on  the  scope  at  all  times. 

BIRDGUIDES 

Ask  for  details  of  these  tours 
GAMBIA  Nov  ’88  - FULL 
VENEZUELA  Jan  '89 
MAJORCA  Apr  '89 
SOUTHERN  SPAIN  May  '89 
KENYA  Sept  '89 

QUESTAR  Mirror  Scopes 
the  best  that  money  can  buy! 


MAIL  ORDER 

TONY  & ENID  MURPHY 

Open  Mon.-Fri. 

SPECIALIST 
P/P  & INS  FREE' 

FOCALPOINT 

9.30-5.30 

14  Cogshall  Lane,  Comberbach, 

Sat.  9.30-4.00 

REPAIRS  & 

Northwich,  Cheshire  CW9  6BS 

Closed  Sundays 

SERVICING 

Telephone:  0606  891 098  (D416) 

and  Bank  Holidays 

n 


Shouldn’t  you  always  set  vour 
sights  on  getting  the  best? 

For  the  best  possible  advice  on  all  leading  brands  of  binoculars 
and  telescopes  look  to  Charles  Frank , the  friendly  optical  experts. 


• Our  long  experience  of  bird  watchers’  needs 
combined  with  specialist  product  knowledge 
ensures  that  we  can  recommend  the  binocular 
or  telescope  that’s  exactly  right  for  you. 

# A large  showroom  allows  the  full  range  of 
binoculars,  telescopes  and  accessories  to  be* 
displayed  at  their  best. 


I Tryr  the  equipment  in  the  perfect  setting. 

Our  rural  location,  just  6 miles  from  Minsmere, 
is  in  the  centre  of  prime  bird  watching  country. 

i A selection  of  guaranteed  used  products  is  also 
usually  available.  Part  exchanges  are  welcome. 


ADV  ICE  LINE  Our  experienced  stuff  are  available  to  discuss  all 
your  requirements  over  the  phone. 

Information  packs  are  also  available  upon  request. 

MAIL-ORDER  Goods  can  be  despatched  to  you 
quickly  through  our  mail-order  service  if  you  can't  visit  in  person. 
Products  may  be  returned,  in  unused  condition,  within  It  davs 
for  refund  or  exchange  if  not  completely  satisfied. 

SERVICE  DIV  ISION  Hand-held  binoculars  or  telescopes 
can  be  cleaned  and  realigned  at  a special  pnee  of  £19.50 
including  return  postage. 

Despatch  with  your  cheque  to: 

Charles  Frank  Service  Division,  413/5,  93  Hope  Street. 

Glasgow,  G2  6LD.  Full  repair  service  available. 


OPEN 
MONDAY- 
SATURDAY 
9am  -5pm 


V7S4 


(0402) 


Charles  Frank 

The  fdpk  Optical  Experts 

Charles  Frank  Ltd,  Ronald  Lane.  Carlton  Park,  Saxmundham. 

Suffolk.  IP1 7 2NL  Tel  Saxmundham  (0728)  3506 

RABICHT  KOWALEITZ  ADLERBLICKCARLZEISS-JEN.A 
OPTOLYTH  SWIFT  NIKON  CHARLES  FRANK  ZEISS  BLSHNELL 


iii 


MARK  BEAMAN 
STEVE  MADGE 
NIGEL  REDMAN 
IAIN  ROBERTSON 


Birdquest  offer  the  discerning  birdwatcher  exciting,  friendly,  small-group 
holidays  arranged  and  guided  by  professionals.  Come  with  us  and  see 
why  Birdquest  are  ‘First  in  the  Field’. 

BIRDWATCHING  HOLIDAYS  1989 


ARGENTINA  • AUSTRALIA  • BORNEO  & THE  MALAY  PENINSULA  • BRAZIL 
COSTA  RICA  • ECUADOR  • ETHIOPIA  • THE  GALAPAGOS  • HUNGARY 
ISRAEL  • KENYA  • MADAGASCAR  • MONGOLIA  & EASTERN  SIBERIA 
MOROCCO  • NAMIBIA,  THE  CAPE  & NATAL  • NEW  GUINEA  & NORTHERN  INDIA 
PERU  • POLAND  • SIKKIM,  DARJEELING  & ASSAM  • SOUTHERN  INDIA  & THE 
ANDAMANS  • THAILAND  • TURKEY  • TURKESTAN  & THE  CAUCASUS 
VENEZUELA  • YEMEN  • ZIMBABWE  & THE  OKAVANGO 

For  our  brochure  please  contact:  BIRDQUEST  Ltd., 

Two  Jays,  Kemple  End,  Birdy  Brow,  Stonyhurst, 

Lancashire  BB6  9QY.  Tel:  025486  317.  (D365) 


WE  MAKE  CERTAIN  YOU 
MAKE  THE  CORRECT  CHOICE 


BINOCULAR  & TELESCOPE 
DEMONSTRATIONS 


EVERY  DAY  OF  THE  MONTH 


For  your  personal  demonstration  at  the  location  of  your  choice 

anywhere  in  Cornwall 
PHONE  REDRUTH  (0209)  210060 
If  you  can’t  get  to  Cornwall  try  our  mail  order 
ADVICE  LINE 

Make  the  most  of  your  investment  - you  cannot  afford  not  to  take 
our  friendly  advice  based  on  field  experience  - 

the  most  popular  may  not  be  the  best  for  you! 

Why  take  the  chance  - Phone  SCOPES  (0209)  210060 


WE  KEEP  YOU  WATCHING 


C\J 

co 

CO 

O 


IV 


Kay  Optical  (Est.  1962) 


A wealth  of  optical  experience  is  at  your  service  whether  you  wish  to 
purchase  new  equipment  or  have  your  present  equipment  serviced  in  our 

workshop. 

The  best  equipment  is  available  for  you  to  inspect,  test  and  purchase  from 
these  premises,  including,  for  example:- 


BINOCULARS 

etc. 


ZEISS  (West)  £ 

10x25Dialyt  214 

8 x 20  BGA  Dialyt  245 

8 x 30  BGAT  Dlalvt  389 

10  x 40  BGAT  (P)  Dialyt  Phone 

7x42  BGAT  (P)  Dialyt  Phone 

8 x 56  BGAT  Dialyt  535 

1 5 x 60  GAT  Porro  793 

7 x 50  BGA  (IF)  Porro  535 

LEITZ  (Leica) 

8 x 20  T rinovid  235 

8x20BCATrinovid  247 

10x25BCTrinovid  247 

10x25BCATrinovid  259 

8x32BATrinovid  445 

8x40BATrinovid  Phone 

1 0 x 40  BA  N T rinovid  Phone 

Miniature  soft  case  1 4 

BA  soft  case  34 

SWAROVSKI 

1 0 x 40  WM  Waterproof  34 1 

7 x 42  M Waterproof  298 

8 x 30  SLC  roof  prism,  water  and 

shock  proof  302 

OPTOLYTH 

8x30  Alpin  1 86 

8 x 40  Alpin  200 

10x40  Alpin  205 

7x42  Alpin  207 

10x50  Alpin  221 

12x50  Alpin  225 

NIKON 

8 x 20  root  prism  1 39 

10x25  roof  pnsm  1 54 

9 x 30  DCF  roof  prism  248 

12x36DCFroofpnsm  268 


SWALLOW 

£ 

E 

10  x 40  or  8 x 40  rubber-covered,  roof 

OPTOLYTH 

prism 

120 

30x75 

318 

30x80 

353 

ADLERBLICK 

TB  80  body 

344 

8x42 

123 

TBS  80  body  (45  ) 

320 

8 x 42  rubber  covered 

143 

TB  eyepieces  from 

56 

1 0 x 42  rubber  covered 

148 

1 5-40  x 60 

265 

7x21  compact 

109 

22-60x70 

353 

8 x 24  compact 

119 

22x60 

22x70 

210 

290 

MIRADOR 

SPACEMASTER 

8x42 

110 

With  zoom  eyepiece 

219 

8 x 42  with  rubber 

120 

With  22  x WA  eyepiece 

179 

OPTICRON 

BUSHNELL 

60mm  HR  body 

128 

8 X 36  B Custom 

179 

Ditto,  with  rubber 

155 

1 0 x 40  B Custom 

189 

60mm  HR  body  (45  ) 

150 

Zoom  eyepiece 

65 

Other  eyepieces  from 

26 

TELESCOPES 

30  x 75  Classic 

125 

PICCOLO 

NIKON 

60mm  body 

107 

20  x 60  ED 

489 

Zoom  eyepiece 

45 

30  x or  40  x eyepieces 

65 

Other  eyepieces  from 

22 

Camera  adaptor 

157 

NIGHT  VISION 

KOWA 

Infra-red,  hand-held  scope. 

TSN-1  body  (45  ) 

235 

complete 

690 

TSN-2  body 

225 

Mams  charger 

69 

TSN-3body  (45  ) 

Phone 

TSN-4  body 

455 

TRIPODS  etc  (all  one-action) 

25  x or  40  x eyepiece 

50 

Opticron 

60 

20  x (WA)  eyepiece 

70 

Slik  D2 

73 

20-60  x zoom  eyepiece 

100 

Slik  Shogun 

99 

TS601  body  (45°) 

185 

Slik  SL67 

105 

TS  602  body 

165 

Universal  clamp 

20 

20-60  x eyepiece 

93 

Hide  clamp 

40 

20  x WW  eyepiece 

47 

Car  window  mount 

25 

Also  Manfrotto 

SPECIAL  OFFER  - Deduct  £10  when  buying  a telescope  and  tripod  together 


Callers  are,  of  course,  welcomed  and  encouraged  but  you  can  also  use  our 
mail  order  service  if  more  convenient  (allow  £2  ppi)  and  14  days  approval  is 
allowed.  For  callers,  we  are  1 5 minutes'  drive  from  the  M25  (via  A3  then  the 
Merton  turn-off)  or  2 minutes'  walk  from  Morden  tube.  A fuller  list  (with 
prices)  and  a map  sent  upon  request.  Personal  export  service.  E.&O.E. 


A 

■>TkAY  OPTICAL 


Repairs  carried  out  in  our  own  workshops. 


£ 


KAY  OPTICAL  will  be  at  the  Information  Centre  of  the  renowned  PAGHAM 
HARBOUR  LOCAL  NATURE  RESERVE  on  SUNDAY  27th  NOVEMBER  (10.30 
am-3.30  pm).  You  will  be  able  to  try  and  buy  binoculars,  telescopes,  tripods,  etc.  Also, 
repairs  can  be  quoted  for  and  handed  in.  The  Reserve  is  near  to  Chichester.  W. 
Sussex,  on  the  B2145  into  Selsey.  Booking  not  necessary. 


Mon-Fri, 

9 am  to  5 pm 
Sat  9 am  to 
1 1 .30  am 


KAY  OPTICAL  SERVICING 

89B  London  Road*.  Morden,  Merton,  Surrey.  Tel:  01-648  8822 


other  times 
by  appointment 


'The  A24.  We  are  opposite  Midland  Bank 
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“I  can  only  compliment  the 
manufacturers  on  producing 
such  a good,  low-cost  telescope.  '' 
(British  Birds  Vo  I 79  No  10 
October  1986). 


(25  x 60mm) 


MERLIN  Series  Short  Tube 
Straight  Through  Spotting 
Scopes  - 50mm /60mm /75mm. 

This  compact,  all  purpose 
spotting  scope  is  ideal  for  field 
use.  Includes  standard  thread 
tripod  mount  and  fully  coated 
optics.  Comes  complete  with 
20  x /25x  /30x  eyepiece  and 
protective  lens  caps.  Inter- 
changeable eye-pieces  available. 

The  Mirador  factory  in  Tokyo 
has  been  producing  fine  optical 
equipment  for  the  world’s  more 
serious  birdwatchers  since  1 951 . 

For  full  information  just  send 
an  s.a.e.  to: 

I VIII  UVlV/l 

55  Brewery  Road, 

London  N7  9QU 
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RAPTOURS 

Birdiri'g  Tours  that 
emphasise  raptors. 

Join  us  for  a 
memorable  birding 
experience. 

★ Apr  89.  Israel.  Breeding  & 
Migrating  Raptors. 

★ May  89.  Snake  River  Raptor 
Workshop. 

★ May-June  89.  Spain. 

Raptors  & Castles. 

and  many  other  exciting  tours, 
workshops,  & 3-day  weekends. 


RAPTOURS 

Box  8008,  Silver  Spring, 
MD.  20907  USA 


1989  TURKISH  BIRDWATCHING 

1989  TURKISH  BIRDWATCHING 
CENTRAL  & SOUTHERN  TURKEY 

18  days  May 

EASTERN  TURKEY 
19  days,  May,  June,  August 
NORTH  TURKEY  & N.  GREECE 

16  days  August 

CENTRAL  TURKEY  & BOSPHORUS 
MIGRATION 

1 8 days  September 

BOSPHORUS  MIGRATION 
1 1 days  September 
HUNGARY 
THE  HUNGARIAN 
ORNITHOI .OGICAL  SOC : 1 1 / 1 Y 
BIRDWATCHING  I’OUR  FOR  1989 
KISKUNSAG  LAKES 
1 1 days  May 

HORTOBAGY  MIGRATION 

1 1 days  August 

CHRIS  U.  SLADE 

8 The  Grange,  Elmdon  Park,  Solihull, 
West  Midlands  B92  9EL. 

Tel:  021-742  5420/021-705  5535. 

Telex:  337000  | BSOL  - 

Agents  for  Regent  Holidays  (U.K.)  Ltd.  ^ 
IATA,  ABTA,  ATOL  856 


\ i 


THE  MOST  BEAUTIFUL 
BIRD  BOOK  FOR  YEARS 


The  first  published  collection 
of  paintings  by  leading 
wildlife  artist  Terance  James 
Bond.  Known  throughout 
the  world  for  his 
commissions  for  the  RSPB 
and  the  World  Wildlife 
Fund,  the  talent  of  this 
remarkable  artist  can  now  be 
fully  appreciated.  Fifty-five 
of  Bond’s  finest  paintings, 
together  with  field 
sketches  and  vignettes,  are  reproduced  in  full  colour,  accompanied 
by  the  artist’s  own  notes  on  each  bird.  Printed  on  large  format, 
high  quality  paper  and  handsomely  bound,  this  must  be  the  bird 
book  of  the  year. 

£35. 00  net  Hardback  96  pages  63  full  colour  illustrations  380  * 268  nun 


BIRDS 

The  Paintings  of 

TERANCE 
JAMES  BOND 


ISBN  0 7188  2682  5 


Available  now  from  your  usual  bookseller,  or  in  case  of  difficulty  please  use 
the  form  below  to  order  direct  from  the  publisher. 

LUTTERWORTH  PRESS 

P.O.  BOX  60,  CAMBRIDGE,  CB1  2NT.  Tel:  0223  350865 


Please  send  me copies  of 

BIRDS:  THE  PAINTINGS  OF  TERANCE  JAMES  BOND  @ 
£35.00  each  (please  add  £3.00  p & p per  copy).  Cheques  should  be 
made  payable  to  Lutterworth  Press. 

Name:  

Address 
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IMPORTANT  NOTICE  TO  ADVERTISERS 


British  Birds 

Readership  survey 


The  1988  survey  of  British  Birds  subscribers  clearly  shows  that 
British  Birds  offers  advertisers  a unique  concentrated  audience  of 
serious  birdwatchers  who  regularly  purchase  a wide  range  of 
equipment  plus  books  and  who  are  prepared  to  travel  at  home  and 
abroad  in  pursuit  of  their  hobby. 

99.6%  of  British  Birds  subscribers  keep  their  copy  permanently. 

Phone  for  your  copy  today 

Sandra  Barnes  0621  815089  (1)421) 


Talk  to  A,  R.  Hawkins 
about  Binoculars! 


PHONE  US  fOR 

Best  Makes. 
Largest  Stocks. 
Fastest  Service. 
By  return 
Despatch  and 
Free  Advice. 


SAVE  ££££s  - BE  WISE  - BUY  FROM  BRITAIN’S  BINOCULAR/TELESCOPE 
SPECIALISTS  - ORDER  BY  POST  OR  PHONE  IN  COMPLETE  CONFIDENCE 

OPTOLYTH  ALPIN 

Superb  lightweight  Models  Irom  W 
Germany  at  sensible  prices 

8 x 30  BGA  Alprn  £186  00 

8x40  BGA  Alpin  £200.00 

10  x 40  BGA  £205.00 

10 « 50  BGA  Alpin  £221.00 

12x50  BGA  Alpin  £225.00 

7x42  BGA  Alpin  £207.00 


OPTOLYTH 

Root  prism  range  ol  binoculars  lor  superb 
bright  crystal  clear  image 
10x40  BGA  Touring  £378.00 

7x42  BGA  Touring  £378.00 


HABICHT 

A (irm  favourite  Irom  Austria  with  bird- 
watchers lightweight,  short  locus 
excellent 

8x30SLC/W  £302.00 

7x42WMPDiana  £298.00 

10x40  WMP  Diana  £341.00 

10x40  BGA  Diana  £375.00 


ZEISS  WEST 

10  x 40  BG  AT  Dialyt 

7 x 42  BGAT  Dialyl 

8 x 30  BGAT  Dialyl  . 

10  x 25B  Mini  Dialyt 
8 x20B  Mini  Dialyl 


£499  00 
£479  00 
£397.00 
£219.00 
£197.00 


ZEISS  JENA 

7 X 40  BGA  new  model 

£199.95 

8x30Jenoplem 

£47  95 

8 x 30  Dellrmlem 

£55  95 

8 < 32  Notarem 

£120  00 

8 x 50B  Octarem 

£185  00 

7x50Jenoplem 

£64  95 

10  x 40  Nolarem 

£176  00 

10  x 50  Jenoplem 

£69  95 

10x50Dekarem 

£88  95 

MIRADOR 

7X42B 

£125  00 

7 x 42  BGA  R/  Armoured 

£129  00 

8 x 42  B 

£119  00 

3x42  BGA  ft  Armoured 

£125  00 

10  x 42  B 

£125  00 

10  x 42  BGA  R/Armoured 

£129  00 

10x50  BGA  R/Armoured 

£145  00 

All  Mirador  are  supplied  with 

cases  and  rainguard 

BRESSER 

A new  range  ot  quality,  lightweight 

roof  prism  binoculars  complete  with 

sports  case 

8x32  BGA  Linear 

£123  00 

8x42  BGA  linear 

£129  00 

10  x 42  BGA  l mear 

£131  00 

7x42  BGA  Dioril 

£230  00 

10x42  BGA  Dioril 

£240  00 

TELESCOPES 

Nrkon  F leldscope  20  x 60  ED  £489  00 
Nikon  Eyepieces  15  x 30  x 40  x 60  x 

£64  95 

Kowa  TSN1  Body  £234.95 

Kowa  TSN2  Body  £223.95 

Kowa  TSN3  Body  £439.95 

Kowa  TSN4  Body  £428.95 

Kowa  TSN  20  xW  A Eyepiece  £68.95 

Kowa  TSN  25  x 40  x Eyepieces  £44.95 

Kowa  TSN  20-60  Zoom  £98.95 

Oplolyth  TBS  80  £320.00 

Optolyth  TB  80  £344  00 

Eyepieces  Optolyth  TB  20  x WW  £88 
20  x W £56  30  < £57  40  x £58 
Oplolyth  30  x 75  £318.00 

Oplolyth  30  x 80  £353.00 

Opticron  Piccolo  15-60  x 60  £152.00 

Opticron  Classic  22-47x75  £157.00 

Opticron  20-60  x 60  HR  £193.00 

Spacemaster  1 5-45  x 60  £21 9 00 

Nikon  Fieldscope  20  x 60  £269.00 

KowaTS9  20  x 50  £89.95 

Mirador  Merlin  25x60  £99  95 

Kowa  TS602  £169.95 

Kowa  TS  20-60  Zoom  £93.00 

Habichl  23x70  BGA  £216.00 

Zeiss  Jena  Binocular 
Terrestrial  Telescope  80  500  complete 
with  tripod  and  carry  case  £1.199.00 


ARhawkins 


TRIPODS 

Opticron  Tripod 
Slik  D2  Tripod 
Slrk  88  Black  Diamond 
Slik  Cameraman 
Silk  Mini  450  G 
Tripod  Carrying  Slrap 
Car  Window  Mounl 
Universal  Mounl 
Haw  3-m- 1 Hide  Clamp 


£59  70 
£69  95 
£75  95 
£49  95 
£23  95 
£6  95 
£21  95 
£21  95 
£36  95 


ORDER  NOW  tor  "By  Return" 
Dispatch.  Binoculars  and 
Telescopes  £2.50p  post  and 
insurance  send  cheque  or 
Visa/Access  accepted  by 
phone!  Stamps  |50p)  For 
illustrated  Discount  Price  List , 
and  Coloured  Brochures  on 
over  200  Models 

CALLERS  WELCOME! 

Our  Showrooms  are  only  7 
minutes  trom  Ml  Exit  15  or  16 
and  2 min.  walk  from  railway. 

Open  9.00  am-6  pm 
Prices  correct  4th  Oct  1988 
subject  to  change  availability. 


N'PTON  ® MAREFAIR 

NORTHAMPTON NN1 1SR 
TELEPHONE  0604/39674 
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5EWILL§ 

THE  FOCAL  CENTRE  OF  BRITAIN 


EXCLUSIVE  SPECIAL  OFFERfr.^o 


“TWITCHER”  10x40 

l CLOSE  FOCUS  DOWN  TO  16  0 • FOLD  DOWN  RUBBER 

(IDEAL  FOR  BIRDWATCHING).  EYECUPS. 

I SMOOTH  BLACK  RUBBER  • LIGHTWEIGHT. 

ARMOUR. 


7 DAY  MONEY  BACK  GUARANTEE 
IF  NOT  FULLY  SATISFIED.  BUY 
CONFIDENTLY  BY  POST  OR  PHONE. 


our  PRICE] 


0 


£49.95 


fi 


ft 

V 


YOUR 

kCHRISTMAS  GIFT  ■ 

WIN  THE  MOST  WANTED  BINS  IN  BRITAIN. 
»REE  DRAW  ENTRY  TO 
EVERY  CUSTOMER  BUYING 
&NY  MAKE  OF  BINOCULARS  BETWEEN  NOW 
AND  NOVEMBER  30th.  DRAW  TAKES  PLACE 
DECEMBER  1st.  PRODUCE  THIS  ADVERT  TO 
QUALIFY  FOR  THE  DRAW. 
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^NLORDER 


V 


cone  051-227  1376 
WILLS  of  LIVERPOOL 
Exchange  Street  East.  Liverpool  L2  3PT. 
: 051-236  3206 


*40 


e/GAT 


BIRDS  IN 
MALLORCA 


John  Busby 


John  Busby,  one 
of  Europe’s  foremost 
artist/naturalists,  has 
been  drawing  and  painting  the  birds  and 
landscapes  of  Mallorca  since  1981,  and  this  book  is  a personal 
record  of  the  rich  variety  of  wildlife  which  he  found  there. 

A sheer  joy  to  admire  for  the  breath-taking  quality  of  its 
artwork,  the  book  will  also  be  an  invaluable  travelling 
companion  for  the  holiday  birder. 

£16.95  0-7470-0208-8  128  pages  210  x 260  mm 

135  colour  and  black-and-white  paintings  and  drawings. 

November  88 

Available  through  British  Birdshop. 

CHRISTOPHER  HELM  ¥ e 

PUBLISHERS  LIMITED  S 
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Report  on  rare  birds 
in  Great  Britain 
in  1987 


Michael  J.  Rogers  and  the  Rarities  Committee 
with  comments  by  R.  A.  Ilume 

nPhis  is  the  thirtieth  annual  report  of  the  Rarities  Committee.  Once 
again,  the  work  of  the  Committee  lias  been  supported  by  the  much- 
appreciated  sponsorship  of  ZEISS  West  Germany.  This  most  welcome 
financial  assistance  enables  us  to  deal  more  effectively  with  both  the 
processing  and  the  publication  of  records  and  to  include  photographs  and 
drawings  of  some  of  the  rarities  within  this  report. 

Rarities  Committee  membership  is  listed  on  the  inside  front  cover  each 
month,  and  on  the  back  of  the  title  page  in  each  volume.  Points  of  interest 
arising  mainly  from  the  Committee’s  annual  meeting  in  May  1988  have 
been  published  already  in  'Rarities  Committee  news  and  announcements' 
(Brit.  Birds  81:  464-465).  It  is  most  unfortunate  that  two  batches  of  records 
(one  from  Shetland  and  the  other  from  Wales)  were  lost  in  the  post  during 
the  year.  It  is  hoped  that  both  can  be  rebuilt  in  the  coming  year. 

Details  of  the  Committee's  constitution  and  operation  have  been 
published  in  ‘Rare  birds:  the  work  of  the  British  Birds  Rarities 
Committee’  (Brit.  Birds  80:  487-491)  and  are  contained  in  a fact  sheet,  a 
copy  of  which  may  be  obtained  from  the  Secretary,  Michael  J.  Rogers, 
whose  address  is  at  the  end  of  this  report.  Also  available  from  the 
Secretary'  is  a list  of  the  species  considered  by  the  Committee,  and  copies 
of  the  Rarities  Committee  Record  Form,  which  should  be  used  (or  its 
format  followed)  when  submitting  reports.  Please  enclose  a stamped 
addressed  envelope  of  suitable  size  when  requesting  any  of  these  items. 
All  reports  of  any  species  on  the  Committee's  list  should  be  sent  to  the 
Secretary  or,  in  the  case  of  a trapped  and  ringed  rarity,  to  the  BTO 
Ringing  Office,  both  preferably  via  the  appropriate  county  or  regional 
recorder. 


Sponsored  by 

ZEISS 


West  Germany 


[Hrit.  ltud\  H I : .Yi.)-.)9(i,  November 
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1987  and  earlier  years 

The  Committee  has  already  dealt  with  1,007  records  for  1987,  86%  of 
w hich  have  been  accepted.  A total  of  441  records  for  1987  and  earlier  years 
is  still  under  consideration  for  a variety  6f  reasons,  including  late 
submission,  lack  of  adequate  details,  a need  to  refer  to  experts  or  to 
investigate  escape  likelihood  here  and  on  the  Continent,  the  occasional 
intentional  delay  pending  better  definition  of  identification  criteria,  the 
requirement,  for  records  of  species  new  to  Britain,  to  be  verified  also  by 
the  British  Ornithologists’  Union  Records  Committee,  and  several  other 
factors. 

Pre-1987  records  with  which  .the  Committee  is  currently  involved 
include  several  Little  Shearwaters  Puffinus  assimilis,  Wilson’s  Petrels 
Oceanites  oceanicus  and  Madeiran  Petrels  Oceanodroma  castro , Marbled  Duck 
Maimaronetta  angustirostris , Saker  Falco  chetrug , two  Red-necked  Stints  Calidris 
ruficollis , two  Long-toed  Stints  C.  subminuta , several  South  Polar  Skuas 
Stercorarius  maccormicki , Rufous  Turtle  Dove  Streptopelia  orientalis , Oriental 
Cuckoo  Cuculus  saturatus,  two  American  Pipits  Anthus  rubescens , two  Blyth’s 
Reed  Warblers  Acrocephalus  dumetorum , Collared  Flycatcher  Ficedula  albicollis, 
four  Short-toed  Treecreepers  Certhia  brachydactyla,  several  Arctic  Redpolls 
Carduelis  homemanni,  two  Pine  Buntings  Emberiza  leucocephalos , and  six 
Yellow-headed  Blackbirds  Xanthocephalus  xanthocephalus. 

The  Committee  is  also  engaged  upon  reviews  of  both  past  and  pending 
records  of  black-headed  Yellow  Wagtails  Motacilla  Jlava  feldegg,  Citrine 
Wagtails  M.  citreola,  Olivaceous  Warblers  Hippolais  pallida  and  Isabelline 
Shrikes  Lanius  isabellinus. 

Pre-1987  records  still  being  investigated  by  the  BOU  Records  Commit- 
tee include  those  concerning  Yellow-nosed  Albatross  Diomedea  chlororhyn- 
chos,  Falcated  Duck  Anas  falcata , Barrow’s  Goldeneye  Bucephala  islandica, 
White-headed  Duck  Oxyura  leucocephala,  Oriental  Pratincole  Glareola 
maldivarum,  Eagle  Owl  Bubo  bubo,  Egyptian  Nightjar  Caprimulgus  aegyptius, 
White-winged  Lark  Melanocorypha  leucoptera,  Northern  Mockingbird  Mimus 
polyglottos,  Stonechat  Saxicola  torquata  variegata,  Blue  Rock  Thrush  Monticola 
solitarius.  Varied  Thrush  Zoothera  naevia,  Yellow-browed  Bunting  Emberiza 
chrysophrys,  Chestnut  Bunting  E.  mtila,  and  Painted  Bunting  Passerina  ciris. 
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assistance  during  the  past  year.  R.  A.  Hume  has  written  the  report  s 
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for  each  species.  Hr  J.  T.  R.  Sharrock  joined  the  Committee  for  a two- 
month  spell  whilst  T.  P.  Inskipp  was  abroad.  The  Seabirds  Advisory 
Panel,  whose  members  are  P.  Harrison  (Secretary),  P.  R.  Colston,  W.  F. 
Curtis,  J.  Enticott  and  B.  A.  E.  Marr,  enjoyed  its  first  full  year  and  the 
B TO,  the  NCC,  the  RSPB  and  the  British  Museum  (Natural  History), 
I ring,  have  liaised  over  various  matters. 

We  wish  to  thank  all  photographers  who  have  submitted  pictures  of 
rarities,  a selection  of  which  enhances  this  report.  Photographs  and  slides, 
whether  or  not  of  sufficient  quality  for  publication,  are  invariably  of  great 
assistance  during  the  process  of  record  assessment,  and  we  wish  to 
encourage  their  submission  along  with  the  written  record.  W e are  grateful 
to  those  observers  who  included  drawings  of  rarities  in  their  record 
submissions.  Such  sketches,  even  those  with  little  artistic  merit,  are  of 
great  value  to  the  Committee,  but  it  must  be  stressed  that  all  drawings 
should  be  representations  of  the  bird  in  question  and  not  general  sketches 
of  the  species.  Some  of  the  drawings  submitted  with  records  are  included 
in  this  report.  PCL 


Systematic  list  of  accepted  records 

The  principles  and  procedures  followed  in  considering  records  were 
explained  in  the  1958  report  (Brit.  Birds  53:  155-158).  The  systematic  list  is 
set  out  in  the  same  way  as  in  the  1986  report  (80:  516-571).  The  following 
points  show  the  basis  on  which  the  list  has  been  compiled. 


(i)  The  details  included  for  each  record 
are  (1)  county;  (2)  locality;  (3)  number  of 
birds  if  more  than  one,  and  age  and  sex  if 
known  (in  the  case  of  spring  and  summer 
records,  however,  the  age  is  normally  given 
only  where  the  bird  concerned  was  not  in 
adult  plumage);  (4)  if  trapped  or  found  dead 
and  where  specimen  is  stored,  if  known;  (5) 
date(s);  and  (6)  observer(s)  up  to  three  in 
number,  in  alphabetical  order.  In  accord- 
ance with  our  declared  policy  (see  Bril.  Birds 
68:  1-4),  the  new  county  names  have  been 
used,  and  observers  are  asked  to  bear  this  in 
mind  when  submitting  records. 

(ii)  In  general,  this  report  is  confined  to 
records  which  are  regarded  as  certain,  and 
‘probables’  are  not  included.  In  the  case  of 
the  very  similar  Long-billed  I.imnodromus 
scolopaceus  and  Short-billed  Dowitchers  /.. 
griseus , however,  we  are  continuing  to  pub- 
lish indeterminate  records,  and  this  also 
applies  to  observations  of  pratincoles  Glar- 
eola  and  of  such  difficult  groups  as  albatros- 
ses Diomedea  and  frigatebirds  Fregata. 


(iii)  The  sequence  of  species,  English 
names  and  specific  nomenclature  follow  The 
'British  Birds'  List  oj  Birds  of  the  Western  Palearctic 
(1984).  Any  sight  records  of  subspecies 
(including  those  of  birds  trapped  and  re- 
leased) are  normally  referred  to  as  ‘showing 
the  characters'  of  the  race  concerned. 

(iv)  The  three  numbers  in  brackets  after 
each  species'  name  refer  respectively  to  the 
total  number  of  individuals  recorded  in 
Britain  and  Ireland  (excluding  those  ‘At 
sea  ) (1)  to  the  end  of  1957,  (2)  for  the  period 
since  the  formation  of  the  Rarities  Commit- 
tee in  1958,  but  excluding  (3)  the  current 
year.  The  decision  as  to  whether  one  or 
more  individuals  was  involved  is  often  dif- 
ficult and  rather  arbitrary,  but  the  consensus 
of  members  is  indicated  by  ‘possibly  the 
same'  (counted  as  different  in  the  totals), 
‘probably  the  same'  (counted  as  the  same  in 
totals),  or  ‘the  same’  when  the  evidence  is 
certain  or  overwhelming.  An  identical 
approach  is  applied  to  records  of  the  same 
species  recurring  at  the  same  locality  after  a 
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lapse  of  time,  including  those  which  occur 
annually  at  the  same  or  a nearby  site.  In 
considering  claims  of  more  than  one  indi- 
vidual at  the  same  or  adjacent  localities,  the 
Committee  usually  requires  firm  evidence 
before  more  than  one  is  counted  in  the 


totals.  A detailed  breakdown  of  the  figures 
for  previous  years  is  held  by  the  Honorary 
Secretary. 

(v)  The  .yvorld  breeding  range  is  given  in 
brackets  at  the  beginning  of  each  species 
comment. 


White-billed  Diver  Gavia  adamsii  (18,  91,  10) 

Greater  Manchester  Audenshaw  Reservoirs,  adult,  7th  to  8th  December  (R.  Adderley,  D.  G. 
Lowe,  R.  Travis). 

Highland  Dornoch  Firth,  Sutherland,  adult,  found  oiled  between  7th  and  14th  March, 
humanely  destroyed  at  SSPCA  oiled-bird  cleaning  centre,  Fife,  now  at  Royal  Scottish 
Museum  (Dr  S.  R.  D.  & Mrs  E.  S.  da  Prato).  Sinclair’s  Bay,  Caithness,  adult,  14th  March 
(E.  W . E.  Maughan,  J.  Smith);  first-summer,  long  dead,  19th  July  (K.  Banks  et  at.). 
Orkney  Papa  Westray,  adult,  7th  and  17th  May  (I.  P.  Robinson). 

Shetland  Whalsay,  adult,  since  12th  December  1986  to  27th  March,  same,  8th  December  to 
1988,  presumed  same  as  individual  first  recorded  1979  (Brit.  Birds  73:  402)  and  each 
successive  winter  (Dr  B.  Marshall,  N.  D.  Poleson,  W.  Simpson  et  at.).  Off  Hascosay,  Yell, 
first-winter,  14th  January  (P.  V.  Harvey,  M.  Heubeck  et  at.).  Dury  Voe,  Mainland,  adult,  7th 
to  15th  February  (D.  L.  Clugston,  P.  M.  Ellis,  P.  V.  Harvey  et  at.).  Linga,  Bluemull  Sound, 
adult,  30th  October  (P.  \1.  Ellis). 

Strathclyde  Loch  Sween,  second-summer,  21st  to  24th  April  (J.  & Mrs  J.  Hyde,  S.  K.  & Mrs 
E.  J.  Welch  et  «/.)(plate  278),  probably  same,  4th  to  6th  July  (I.  McGowan,  R.  W.J.  Smith  et 
at.). 


278.  Second-summer  White-billed  Diver  Gavia  adamsii , Strathclyde,  April  1987  (Stei'e  Welch) 


Yorkshire,  North  Filey,  second-winter,  moribund,  oiled,  31st  January,  died  about  2nd 
February,  now  at  Woodend  Natural  History  Museum,  Scarborough  (P.  J.  Dunn,  F.  Nendick, 
H.  J.  Whitehead  et  al.)(Brit.  Birds  80:  plate  70). 

1983  Shetland  Whalsay,  first-year,  5th  January  to  16th  March;  adult,  22nd  April  to  5th  May 
(Brit.  Birds  77:  508),  now  presumed  same,  former  probably  second-year  or  adult. 

1984  Shedand  Bluemull  Sound,  adult,  6th  November  (Brit.  Birds  78:  532),  also  off  Holm  of 
Heogaland,  Unst,  6th  December  (M.  Heubeck,  R.  J.  Tulloch,  R.  M.  Wynde  per  J.  N. 
Dymond). 

1985  Shetland  Burravoe,  possibly  first-summer,  13th  May  (Brit.  Birds  79:  528),  as  first- 
summer,  13th  May  to  16th  August  (M.  Heubeck,  J.  B.  Higgott  et  at.).  Colgrave  Sound,  adult, 
15th  October  (Brit.  Birds  79:  528),  24th  December  (M.  A.  Peacock  perj.  N.  Dymond). 

1986  Highland  Dunnet  Bay,  Caithness,  two  first-summers  or  second-winters,  another,  age 
uncertain,  one  or  another,  occasionally  two  or  all  three,  17th  August  to  at  least  27th 
September  (C.  C.  McGuigan,  E.  W.  E.  Maughan,  G.  C.  Stephenson  et  at.). 

1986  Shetland  Whalsay,  adult,  15th  November  1985  to  1986  (Brit.  Birds  79:  528),  to  3rd  May, 
12th  December  to  1987  (Dr  B.  Marshall  per  J.  N.  Dymond).  OIF  Holm  of  Heogaland,  Unst, 
probably  adult,  23rd  December  (J.  N.  Dymond). 

1986  Strathclyde  Turnberry  Lighthouse,  adult,  20th  April  (B.  D.  & Mrs  E.  Kerr). 

(Arctic  Russia  eastwards  to  Arctic  Canada)  The  year  1986  moves  uj)  to 
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a clear  record,  with  1987  hot  on  its  heels.  The  inland  record  in  Greater 
Manchester  is  extraordinary',  as  was  the  1986  trio  in  Highland.  The 
pattern  ol  returning  individuals  in  Shetland  is  becoming  clearer;  it  also 
requires  adjustments  to  the  totals  for  1980  (reduce  by  one)  and  1983 
(reduce  by  three). 

Pied-billed  Grebe  Podilymbus  podiceps  (0,  9,  3) 

Dumfries  & Galloway  Lochmaben,  24th  to  25th  April  (Dr  N.  Armstrong,  D.  & Miss  S. 
Skilling,  R.  T.  Smith  et  at.). 

Glamorgan,  Mid  Kenfig,  31st  January  to  25th  April;  presumed  same,  31st  October  to  1st 
April  1988  (R.  G.  Hogarth,  S.  j.  Moon,  H.  Nicholls  el  «/.)(plate  162). 

(The  Americas)  Also  the  first  Irish  record:  at  Lady’s  Island  Lake,  Co. 
Wexford,  from  24th  May  to  19th  June.  The  first  new  arrivals  since  one  in 
North  Wales  in  1984.  South  Wales  had  not  been  visited  before  this 
individual,  which  was  destined  to  become  a typically  long  stayer,  recalling 
earlier  ones  at  Chew  Valley  Lake,  Somerset,  now  Avon  (1965  to  1968), 
and  South  List  (1983  to  1985);  the  Dumfries  & Galloway  record  is  the 
second  for  the  county,  after  one  there  in  1975. 

Black-browed  Albatross  Diomedea  melanophris  (2,  24,  0) 

Shetland  Hermaness,  Unst,  first  seen  1972  (Brit.  Birds  80:  521),  again  present,  16th  February 
to  2nd  July  (per  J.  N.  Dymond). 

(Southern  oceans)  A belated  report  of  one  in  Ireland,  off  Inishglora,  Co. 
Mayo,  on  11th  and  13th  August  1986.  Several  reports  of  this  species 
remain  under  consideration  in  consultation  with  the  Seabirds  Advisory 
Panel. 


Bulwer’s  Petrel  Bulweria  bulwerii  (2,  1,  0) 

(Atlantic  and  Pacific  Oceans)  The  record  of  one  off  Cape  Clear  Island, 
Co.  Cork,  on  26th  August  1965  is  no  longer  considered  acceptable  by  the 
Irish  Rare  Birds  Committee  (this  leaves  only  one  Irish  record,  in  August 
1975). 

Wilson’s  Petrel  Oceanites  oceanicus  (4,  9,  1) 

1986  Cornwall  St  Ives,  two,  26th  August  (D.  S.  Flumm  el  at.). 

1986  Dyfed  Strurnble  Head,  3rd  September  (G.  H.  Rees  el  at.). 

1986  At  sea  North  Atlantic,  sea  area  Sole,  49°  25.16'  X 7°  5.32  W . about  1 13  km  southwest 
of  Bishop  Rock,  Scilly,  10th  August  (S.J.  Nl.  Gantlett  el  at.);  similar  area,  seven.  13th  August: 
49°  26.55'  N 7°  3.81'  W,  about  71  km  southwest  of  Bishop  Rock  (K.  Hall.  P.  Harrison.  K. 
Pel  low  et  al.)(  fig.  1);  49°  26.55'  N 7°  3.81'  \V  (D.  J.  Odell,  C.  Towe,  R.  White  el  ai.);  49°  20’  N 
7°  2.86'  W,  about  88  km  southwest  of  Bishop  Rock  (C.  Baines,  A.  & Mrs  L.  A.  1 ate  el  at.):  49 
20'  N 7°  2.86'  W (J.  C.  Gregory,  \1.  Grunwell.  S.  Horridge);  49°  23.15  N 7°  24’  \\  (P. 
Harrison);  49°  01'  N 7°  41.3'  W (P.  Flint);  49°  19.7'  N 7°  22.75'  W,  about  1 13  km  southwest  of 
Bishop  Rock  (D.  S.  H.  Coates,  M.  Edgecombe.  J.  A.  Hazell  et  at.). 

(Southern  oceans)  In  Ireland,  one  off  Ramore  Head,  Portrush,  Co. 
Antrim,  on  24th  September,  and  singles  at  sea,  56  km  west  of  Burtonport, 
Co.  Donegal,  on  15th  August,  and  13  km  southwest  of  Mizen  Head,  Co. 
Cork,  on  29th  August.  There  was  one  off  Bridges  of  Ross,  Co.  Clare,  on 
18th  August  1985.  A large  number  of  records  from  the  Western 
Approaches  have  still  to  be  dealt  with.  Pelagic  trips  have  (not  unexpected- 
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ly)  transformed  records  of  this  species;  only  in  1983  did  the  total  number 
recorded  break  into  double  figures,  and  now  we  have  them  seven  at  a time. 
Note  that  ‘At  sea’  records  are  not  included  in  the  totals. 


a/ARRoWE* , Mc.ee  fWTeb  Ww<j 
of  STotfM  Pet£ei_. 


VJlLSOfj'S  PetRE-L  , Oc  eamtes  oceanicus 
AT  SEA  AWlox.  6 O miles  3/wes t oF  -Sciu-V. 
/3tw.  August  /9B6. 


VviwiS  APoAbCP,  MoAk  PoiMbkb  FPS 
TUArJ  sto£jci i Pe-neec.  uPPeAwiaIG  \HmJ 
PPoaIiaJE/vt  PalE  AfcUJtSA- SPEY  S/HP 
AcPoSS  CoHCPTS. 


Tp.l  vJit.ep ; slightly  Fah-SHaPeE. 

THIS  P*l>.  THE  vJiMES  CoMTJP'StfTWCi 
7o  //*  o&\Hou.%  owe* ZALJL  LAHSEF 

size,  w^ew  coMfippeb  zs  thf 

A cco/vtP/tPwej  sTcPm  PlKels. . 


FttT  PEaHECTHC,  oSYICUSif 

ktiocit.  Tail,  &£LALEi*/<i 
ft  yPooh  SAHbP/PES  fP 
Tms  Respect. 


L/kJb£JivJiHb  of  SToEM  PetREL  5 HdHiHCi 
oftvio izs  W M/re  biAOoHAL  SAP. 

Vi  Kite  AREA  oF  RumP  A/vs  uPPeATail  CoYC/Zts 
ViiTK  NERV  UTTUE  LATERAL.  £x7Ea/S«W. 


FEEbuJG  AcTioiJ  oF  5Tb£.n  Pethel  WiTW 
MANS  AaPiL  F (.UTTER  W6  WWC.- &6AT5 
am!>  Feet  Pattea.i.jc»  gonthjmallv  e>w 
WATER  SuEFAce.  OCkA&IOfJALiy  Hocb/HC, 
STATicWwAy  PoSiToklj  WWC.S  K£liW/t//«H 
VEE  SHAPE  AHb  SobY  AAoEc  AsYSi/laALY 
EAecr  comPa£q>  yJrre  yJilsoh's . 


( SKETCHES  Wow  FitLb  ►Jotcs') 
V.  TAKe»J  op  THE  bAV.  / 


(^T.  A.  HAX&LL  5 
/S-/Tm<S.  iasc 


U/OlEAvJuJC,  of  WiFSOh's  PETREL  A/PtAPU$ 
COMPLETELY  (J/JlFo/EM  ST  MEDIUM  PalQE 
(IO OmETREs),  THOUGH  AT  VCPYCCaSE  /PArJEE 
FuCiHT  FesrueXS  Paul#  thacH  coyeHts . 


VJHlTe  AfitA  of  PumP  A/Vb 
upbze/uPP£A  fail.  cohePTS  WiTM 
large  lateSal  ex-tea/s/oa/ , 

Givi mg,  A Much  MdEe  cJoTkcaSlE 
White  Patch  FPom  Sibc  op  v<ew 
Aiob  S ePAPatiPC,  the  SlacH  APEAS 
O F TAIL  Aivb  floby. 


FetbiPCt  ActiolJ  of  Wilsoj's  Petpel  With  FtvJtR 
wo<£  leuuPelt  vIihg- Seats  tuj  stdpm  PetPel  . 
FaCiaJCl  iaJTo  YjihJb.  AHb  HAHClI/HG  okI  SSoAbLY 
SPPtAt.  Wives,  Pushes  well.  foP^/APh  aws  he  Lb 
AoPizoihtal  oS  fust  Sughtly  Ha/Ses t Almost 
6uTTE«F(.y  R/K£.  PPoGPtSS/rJC,  fbPvJAAb  gy  PeacH’HA 
FbflWARb  WlTM  vefiv  Fb-VS  EEC.S  , PulliMC.  CEdS 

SAce^AAbS  ArJb  THEP  AoooJCHd  ,^:PEbi&7y  OFF 

-the  tips  of  the  feet  a bcsr^jce  oF  some 
THAte  oA  F-ol/P  Soby  / E/HO,  TPS  . 

VtLLovJ  Wefts  of  Feet  °Pcy  /JoT/cea&j.E  at  i/e/ey 

CLOSE  PiAHdE  (lo  METPes\A^b  THE*/  CWLT  FPoAA  A 

n5tAEWA«b  view  WHE/V  FeebwG  As  ASove. 


at  sea  : 43°  n-n'.iJoR-m  . 
3°  ZZ-15  West 


FPoM  the  "m.V.  chalice  . 


Fit;.  1.  Wilson’s  Petrel  Oceanites  oceanicus,  at  sea  off  Scilly,  August  1986  {/.  .4.  Hazell) 
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Little  Bittern  Ixobrychus  minutus  (150,  148,  3) 

Scilly  St  Mary’s,  cf,  15th  April  (R.  Frankum  et  a/.)(plate  296),  presumed  same,  22nd  April  to 
3rd  May  (P.  1).  Hyde,  H.  P.  K.  Robinson,  W.  H.  WagstafT  el  at.).  St  Agnes,  0\  2nd  May, 
additional  to  above  (G.  R.  & Mrs  M.  Avery,  J.  W.  Hale,  J.  D.  Sanders). 

Sussex,  West  Chichester  Gravel-pits,  cf,  10th  to  15th  May  (C.  R.  Janman,  C.  Leach  et  at.). 

(West  Eurasia,  Africa  and  Australia)  Two  further  records  remain  under 
consideration;  all  the  same,  a poorish  year,  continuing  the  recent  run  of 
reduced  numbers. 


Night  Heron  Nycticorcix  nycticorcix  (165,  166,  42) 

Berkshire  Thatcham  Marsh,  probably  juvenile,  age  yet  to  be  determined,  24th  July  to  6th 
August,  again,  nearby  site,  30th  August  to  17th  October  (Dr  R.  L.  Flood,  S.  Lawrence  el 
at.) [Brit.  Birds  80:  plate  336). 

Borders  St  Abb’s  Head,  second-summer,  30th  April  (K.  J.  Rideout  et  at.),  presumed  same, 
dead,  Coldingham  Loch,  4th  May,  skin  retained  by  J.  Munro  (E.  J.  Wise  et  at.). 

Cheshire  Woolston  Eyes,  adult  or  second-year,  26lh  May  (P.  J.  Dalglish.  R.  Taylor  et  at.). 
Cornwall  Near  Penzance,  adult,  at  least  27th  April  (C.  C.  Barnard,  Mr  & Mrs  D.  G.  GrilLin). 
Cumbria  Longtown,  Cumberland,  first-summer,  7th  to  17th  May  (A.  Cremin,  M.  1 ulloch  el 
at.).  Kendal,  first-summer,  1st  June  to  20th  July  (D.  G.  Newell.  R.  Ward  el  at.).  Dalton-in- 
Furness,  first-summer,  15th  June  to  22nd  July  (Mrs  J.  Martin  el  at.). 

Devon  Brampford  Speke,  first-summer,  2nd  to  7th  May  (D.  J.  Jarvis).  Slapton  Ley.  second- 
summer,  4th  to  6th  June  (R.  Crossley,  J.  A.  Flynn  et  at.). 

Dorset  Portland,  adult,  17th  April  (P.  M.  Harris). 

Essex  Fingringhoe  Wick,  second-year,  16th  May  to  at  least  21st  July  (L.  Forsyth,  P.  Smith  et 
at.). 

Humberside  Swine,  second-summer,  28th  April  to  at  least  2nd  May,  two,  at  least  30th  April, 
one  or  other  to  7th  May  (B.  Richards,  C.  C. 

Straw  et  at.).  Easington  Lagoons,  first- 
summer,  17th  May,  same  as  second  Swine 
individual  (S.  Elliot,  R.  George,  R.  P. 

Mundy),  same,  Kilnsea,  22nd  to  31st  May 
(S.  E.  Duffield,  S.  M.  Lister  el  at.). 

Kent  Sevenoaks,  adult,  1st  to  4th  May  ((.. 

Bond,  P.  Meredith,  R.  H.  Terry).  Lydd.  first- 
summer,  16th  May  (A.  Harris).  Bough 
Beech  Reservoir,  first-summer,  24th  May 
(A.  R.  Benton,  M.  Narburton).  Foreness, 
first-summer,  29th  May  (F.  Solly,  D.  \\  . 

Taylor).  Stodmarsh,  first-summer,  18th 
August  (P.  W.J.  Findley,  I.  D.  Hunter,  M.J. 

Pollard  el  at.). 

Lancashire  River  Ribble,  Preston  and 
Ribbleton  area,  adult,  30th  April  to  5th  May 
(D.  4'ucker  el  at.). 

Lincolnshire  Gibraltar  Point,  two  second- 
summers,  3rd  to  4th  May  (5N . Paul.  K.  M. 

Wilson  el  at.). 


279.  Adult  Night  Heron  A ycticorax  nycticorax , 
Norfolk,  April  1987  (Keith  Atkin) 
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Norfolk  Blackborough  End,  adult,  26th  to  29th  April  (A.  Banwell,  B.  J.  Best,  N.  Bostock  el 
a/.)(plate  279).  Breydon  Water,  first-summer,  29th  August  (P.  R.  Allard,  L.  C.  Street  el  at.). 
East  Rudham,  adult,  14th  to  15th  November  (A.  Banwell,  K.  Swift  el  at.). 
Northamptonshire  Thrapston,  first-summer,  11th  June  (D.  Caswell). 

Northumberland  Huppen  Kiln  Pool,  second-summer,  i 7th  to  18th  June  (A.  I.  Bowman, 
J.  D.  Searle  et  at.). 

Scilly  St  Mary’s,  adult,  1st  to  2nd  April  (W.  H.  WagstalT et  at.);  another,  15th  to  30th  April 
(R.  Frankum,  W.  H.  WagstafF  et  at.). 

Shetland  Rae  Wick,  Mainland,  first-summer,  18th  to  at  least  20th  April  (N.  A.  Lethaby, 
P.  M.  Potts).  Loch  of  Spiggie,  adult,  27th  April  to  12th  May  (P.  A.  T.  Clabburn,  P. 
Thompson  et  at.),  remains  of  same,  long  dead,  10th  August  (perj.  N.  Dymond).  Haroldswick, 
Unst,  second-summer,  at  least  15th  May  (M.  Sinclair,  E.  Thomason  et  at.),  presumed  same, 
Baltasound,  30th  (M.  O.  Carroll,  P.  V.  Harvey).  Baltasound,  adult,  31st  May  to  at  least  15th 
June  (C.  Corrigan,  J.  N.  Dymond,  Miss  C.  E.  Vawdry  et  at.). 

Strathclyde  Loch  A’Phuill,  Tiree,  probably  adult,  20th  April  (M.  Green,  A.  C.  Knight). 
Lonbau,  Coll,  adult,  about  21st  April  to  6th  June  (R.  Mitchell,  Dr  G.  M.  de  Mornay  et  at.). 
Near  Lesmahagow,  Lanarkshire,  adult,  16th  to  18th  June  (I.  English,  A.  Wood,  A.  Young  et 
at.). 

Suffolk  Holbrook  Gardens,  probably  second-summer,  14th  to  21st  June  (J.  A.  Lowe  et  at.). 
Sussex,  East  Cuckmere  Haven,  first-summer,  4th  May  (R.  B.  Hastings  et  at.);  second- 
summer,  4th  to  at  least  6th  May  (R.  B.  Hastings,  R.  A.  Hopkinson  et  at.).  Near  Arlington, 
first-summer,  24th,  31st  May,  7th  June  (Dr  C.  & T.  M.  Brooks). 

Sussex,  West  Chichester  Gravel-pits,  adult  and  probable  adult,  5th  May  (C.  R.  & M. 
Janman,  O.  Mitchell). 

Warwickshire  Ladywalk,  second-summer,  5th  May  (M.  E.  Griffiths). 

Western  Isles  Howbeg,  South  Uist,  second-summer,  26th  to  at  least  30th  April  (T.  J.  Dix,  W. 
McLaughlin  et  at.). 

Wiltshire  Coate  Water,  second-summer,  4th  July  (J.  Carr). 

Yorkshire,  North  Filey,  adult,  1st  May  (M.  G.  Richardson).  River  Ribble,  near  Settle,  adult, 
9th  to  30th  August  (Mr  & Mrs  B.  Shorrock),  possibly  same  as  Lancashire  individual. 

1984  Staffordshire  Longsdown  Marsh,  second-summer,  8th  June  (W.J.  Low). 

1986  Dyfed  Maesllyn  Pond,  Tregaron,  first-summer,  15th  June  (A.  Davies,  H.  Jones, 
D.  H.  V.  Roberts  et  at.). 

(South  Eurasia,  Africa  and  the  Americas)  In  Ireland,  one  was  found 
dead  in  a fishing  net  at  Lough  Owel,  Co.  Westmeath,  on  22nd  April. 
Except  for  24  in  1983,  this  species  rarely  reaches  double  figures  in  these 
reports.  The  year  1987  was  clearly  amazing,  both  for  numbers  and 
geographical  spread,  with  a clear  influx  from  mid  April  to  early  May,  and 
another  from  late  May  to  mid  June. 

Green-backed  Heron  Butorides  striatus  ( 1 , 1 , 1 ) 

Lothian  Tyninghame,  first-winter,  showing  characters  of  North  American  race  B.  s.  virescens, 
freshly  dead,  probably  killed  by  fox  Vulpes  vulpes,  25th  October;  now  at  Royal  Scottish 
Museum  (D.  Campbell,  P.  R.  Gordon  et  at.). 

(North  and  Central  America;  other  races  throughout  tropics)  Previous 
British  records  were  in  Cornwall  in  October  1889,  and  Humberside  during 
November  to  December  1983. 

Cattle  Egret  Bubulcus  ibis  (2,  45,  1) 

Cumbria  Near  Carlisle,  12th  May  (I).  L.  Clugston). 

Derbyshire  Thomsett,  Watford  Lodge  and  New  Mills  area,  since  22nd  December  1986  to 
7th  January  (Brit.  Birds  80:  522).  Also  in  Staffordshire. 

Hampshire  Titchfield  Haven,  since  4th  November  1986  to  1 1th  January  (Brit.  Birds  80:  522). 
Staffordshire  Doxey  Marshes,  Stafford,  7th  January  (Brit.  Birds  80:  522),  same  as  Derbyshire 
individual. 

1986  Cleveland  Longnewton  Reservoir,  10th  October  (B.  J.  K.  Caswell). 
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1986  Cornwall  Luxulyan,  near  St  Austell,  adult,  freshly  dead,  22nd  November,  now  at 
County  Museum,  I ruro  (G.  J.  Conway,  R.  Tonkin). 

1986  Humberside  Hornsea  Mere,  30th  September  (D.  L.  Gardner,  C.  Hogg). 

(Almost  cosmopolitan  in  tropics;  nearest  regular  breeders  South  of 
France)  Predictions  of  an  increase  after  the  nine  in  1986  — now  increased 
to  12  — may  still  prove  correct,  but  there  was  little  sign  of  dramatic 
change  in  1987. 

Little  Egret  Egretta  garzetta  (23,  376,  31) 

Cornwall  Marazion,  10th  May  (G.  C.  Hearl,  S.  C.  Hutchings,  L.  P.  Williams).  Hayle,  29th 
May  (J.  Hawkey).  St  John’s  hake,  at  least  13th  June  (R.  W.  Gould);  first-summer,  9th,  16th 
August  (R.  W.  Gould,  A.  H.  J.  Harrop  et  at.).  Restronguet  Creek,  near  Penryn,  30th  August 
(J.  H.  W.  Wilson  et  at.). 

Derbyshire  Swarkestone,  23rd  August  (W.  R.  Crum).  See  I.eicestershire  below. 

Devon  Otter  Estuary,  3rd  to  6th  June  (M.  Mitchell),  probably  same,  Teign  Estuary,  7th  to 
8th  (M.  R.  A.  & R.  E.  Bailey,  N.  1.  Hamzij,  P.  M.  Mayer).  Yealm  Estuary,  probably  juvenile, 
31st  July  to  at  least  1st  August  (P.  Aley,  J.  R.  Smart  et  at.). 

Dorset  Radipole,  juvenile  or  first-summer,  13th  to  21st  July  (M.  Cade,  I).  T.  Ireland  et  at.). 
probably  same,  Stanpit  Marsh,  26th  (P.  Morrison  et  at.).  Stanpit  Marsh,  adult,  1st  to  14th 
September  (P.  Morrison  et  «/.)(plates  20  & 21).  Puddletown,  18th  October  (C.  R.  Drake). 
Newtown  Bay,  Poole  Harbour,  5th  to  at  least  22nd  November  (B.  Minhull  et  al.),  probably 
same,  Arne,  23rd  December  to  at  least  March  1988  (R.  M.  Ward  et  al.). 

Dyfed  Horsebox  Ponds,  Llanelli,  4th  May  (G.  & Mrs  1).  B.  Harper).  Pen-clawdd,  Llanelli, 
26th  to  27th  May  (A.  Richardson). 

Essex  South  Woodham  Ferrers  and  River  Crouch,  Foulness  area,  6th  to  at  least  28th 
November  (L.  G.  Benson,  A.  W.  Shearring,  L.  M.  Wickens  et  at.). 

Gwynedd  Foryd  Bay,  Caernarvon,  28th  June  to  at  least  19th  September  (S.  Hugheston- 
Roberts). 

Hampshire  Leckford  and  Longstock,  17th  October  (P.  J.  Puckering  et  al.),  presumed  same, 
Lower  Test  Valley,  17th  November  (J.  Pain,  A.  Pow). 

Kent  Clide,  31st  May;  same,  Cooling  Marsh,  1st  June  (J.  C.  Martin  et  al.).  Pegwell  Bay,  1 1th 
to  25th  October  (A.  Sapsford,  R.  Titmouth  et  al.). 

Leicestershire  Eyebrook  Reservoir,  22nd  August  (M.  Cassidy,  J.  W . \V  alker),  probably  same 
as  Derbyshire  individual. 

Lincolnshire  Holbeach  Marsh,  15th  August  (P.  Clement,  N.  P.  Watts),  presumed  same, 
William  Estuary,  15th  (L.  Proctor),  and  Gibraltar  Point,  26th  (M.  Hughes),  and  Frampton 
Marsh,  7th  September  (C.  R.  & Mrs  K.  R.  Casey),  and  Leverton  Marsh,  27th  (per  A.  Ball), 
probably  same,  again  Frampton  Marsh,  31st  December  to  at  least  26th  January  1988  (S. 
Bevan,  A.  Golec,  W.  A.  Temple  et  al.). 

Scilly  Tresco,  15th  April,  same,  St  Mary  's,  15th  to  16th  (D.  F.  & J.  M.  Hurley  et  al.). 
Suffolk  Walberswick,  intermittently,  6th  June  to  23rd  August  (G.J.  Jobson.  C.  S.  Waller  et 
al.);  same,  Benacre,  intermittently,  17th  June  to  18th  July  (R.  Fairhead.J.  Minihane,  D.  R. 
Newton  et  al.);  same,  Minsmere,  14th,  19th  July  (R.  N.  Macklin,  J.  Sorensen);  same,  Reydon, 
23rd  July  (per  P.  W.  Murphy). 

Sussex,  East  Cuckmere  Haven,  29th  July  to  10th  August  (G.  W.  Gowlett  et  al.),  presumed 
same  as  July  individual,  West  Sussex  below . 

Sussex,  West  Pagham  Harbour.  29th  May  (M.  J.  Tribe,  R.  B.  Williams).  Thomey  Deeps, 
26th  July  (C.  B.  & Mrs  M.  A.  Collins);  presumed  same,  Ferring  Rife,  26th  (S.  \\  . Gale);  also 
in  East  Sussex  above.  West  Wittering  area,  juvenile.  4th  to  at  least  20th  September  (P.  & Mrs 
F..  Catlett  et  a/.)(plate  22). 

Western  Isles  Between  Benbecula  and  Grimsay,  12th  to  1 7th  No\ember  (I  . R.  Boyer,  J.  J. 
i Gordon,  T.  J.  Dix  et  al.). 

Wight.  Isle  of  St  Helen's  and  Bembridge  area,  10th  May  (Mrs  G.  Brazier). 

1985  Hampshire  Fareham  Creek,  5th  September,  Hayling  Island,  14th  (Brit.  Birds  79:  530), 
now  presumed  same;  presumed  same,  lit chfie Id  Haven  area,  12th  June  to  at  hast  15th 
'September  (R.  J.  Wilkinson  et  al.). 

1985  Yorkshire,  South  Fairbum  Ings,  23rd  May  (Brit.  Birds  79:  531),  presumed  same, 
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Potteric  Carr,  at  least  19th  (D.  Forbes,  G.  Richardson,  T.  Rhodes). 

1986  Cornwall  Par,  31st  August  (B.  T.  S.  & S.  M.  Christophers),  presumed  same  as  Ruan 
Lanihorne  individual,  5th  September  (Brit.  Birds  80:  522). 

1986  Devon  Otter  Estuary,  2nd  May  (Mrs  M.  K.  Doyle),  probably  same  as  Thurlestone 
individual,  30th  April  (Brit.  Birds  80:  522). 

1986  Dyfed  Laughame,  22nd  June  (R.  Ballantine). 

1986  Humberside  Blacktoft  Sands,  28th  June  (A.  Grieve,  Miss  L.Jenkinson,  A.  A.  Murray), 
presumed  same  as  North  Cotes,  Lincolnshire,  individual,  29th  (Brit.  Birds  80:  522). 

1986  Lincolnshire  North  Cotes,  29th  June  (Brit.  Birds  80:  522),  see  1986  Humberside  above. 
Chapel  St  Leonard’s,  Skegness,  25th  May  (P.  Sims  et  at.),  same,  Gibraltar  Point,  25th  (P.  I. 
Andrews). 

(South  Eurasia,  Africa  and  Australia)  In  Ireland,  there  were  singles  at 
Woodburn,  Carrickfergus,  Co.  Antrim,  on  12th  May;  at  Bantry,  Co.  Cork, 
from  2nd  to  5th  April;  at  Ballycotton,  Co.  Cork,  from  19th  to  the  end  of 
April;  at  Lough  Beg,  Co.  Cork,  on  22nd  April;  at  Blanket  Nook,  Co. 
Donegal,  on  20th  May;  and  at  Ballinafagh  Lake,  Co.  Kildare,  on  24th, 
May.  Also  one  at  Lort  Grey,  Guernsey,  Channel  Islands,  on  17th  April  and 
a late  record  of  one  at  St  Saviour’s,  Guernsey,  from  1st  September  1986  to 
9th  January'  1987.  Many  long-staying  individuals  cropping  up  at  several 
places,  to  be  expected  with  such  a conspicuous  species  as  this,  but  still  a 
good  year. 

Great  White  Egret  Egretta  alba  (10,  26,  0) 

1986  Strathclyde  Gruinart  Flats,  Islay,  15th  June  (G.  Jackson,  P.  Moore). 

(Almost  cosmopolitan,  extremely  local  in  Europe)  This  was  the  day 
before  a previously  accepted  record  just  40  km  southeast  of  Glasgow,  and 
eight  days  before  one  in  Norfolk.  The  year  1987  ends  a run  of  ten  with 
annual  occurrences  of  this  supremely  elegant  heron. 

Purple  Heron  Ardea  purpurea  (90,  — , — ) 

1978  Kent  Dungeness,  immature,  8th  August  (S.  P.  Clancy). 

(North-central  Eurasia,  north  to  Netherlands,  and  Africa)  This  species 
is  no  longer  considered  by  the  Committee,  but  records  for  past  years  are 
still  requested  and  published  for  completeness. 

Black  Stork  Ciconia  nigra  (26,  33,  2) 

Wight,  Isle  of  St  Catherine’s  Point,  25th  April  (P.  J.  Barden,  D.  B.  Wooldridge  et  at.). 

(Eurasia  and  Southern  Africa)  In  Ireland,  one  at  Foxrock,  Co.  Dublin, 
on  16th  August,  the  first  Irish  record.  A very  rare  bird  indeed;  the  previous 
14  in  the  1980s  included  eight  in  1985. 

Glossy  Ibis  Plegadis  falcinellus  (many,  43,  4) 

Buckinghamshire  Willen  Lake,  29th  May  (A.  V.  Harding,  D.  J.  Scott). 

Dorset  Radipole,  1 1th  to  14th  June  (M.  Cade,  Mr  & Mrs  Elgood,  P.  M.  Harris  et  at.). 

Kent  Stodmarsh,  one  of  1986  individuals  (Brit.  Birds  80:  524)  1st  January  to  1st  March,  24th 
October  to  end  of  year;  same,  Seasalter,  31st  January,  Sheppey,  29th  May  to  18th  August 
(per  T.  Hodge). 

Orkney  Holm,  Mainland,  since  19th  September  1986  to  10th  January  (Brit.  Birds  80:  525). 
Sussex,  East  Pett  Pools,  two,  25th  to  27th  April  (T.  A.  Hyde  et  at.). 

(Almost  cosmopolitan,  nearest  breeders  in  Balkans)  Few  after  the 
dramatic  influx  of  1986,  but  still  a wide  scatter  of  reports  compared  with 
all  other  years  since  1977. 
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Bewick’s  Swan  Cygnus  columbianus  (0,  6,  0) 

Individuals  showing  the  characters  of  the  nominate  North  American  and 
East  Siberian  race  were  recorded  as  follows: 

Hampshire  See  1986  Hampshire  below. 

Somerset  Curry  Moor,  adult,  12th  December  to  at  least  31st  January  1988  (A.  D.  Fox  et  at.), 
presumed  returning  individual  (see  below). 

1986  Hampshire  Ibsley,  adult,  31st  December  to  at  least  25th  January  1987  (G.  Armstrong, 
M.  Reid,  R.  White  el  a/.)(plate  280). 


280.  Bewick’s  Swans  Cygnus  columbianus  including  adult  of  nominate  race,  Hampshire, 

December  1986  ( Louis  Rumis) 

1986  Somerset  Hay  Moor  and  Cum'  Moor,  adult,  5th  to  at  least  25th  January;  same, 
Durleigh  Reservoir,  26th  January,  12th  February  (A.  J.  Bundy, J.  G.  Hole.  D.  F,.  & L.  Pauli  el 
at.),  probably  same  as  Hampshire  individual. 

(North  America)  Clearly  worth  looking  for;  these  are  the  first  accepted 
records  for  Britain. 

Lesser  White-fronted  Goose  Anser  erythropus  (47,  74,  1) 

Gloucestershire  Slimbridge,  first-winter,  7th  February  to  15th  March  (D.  B.  Paynter  et  ai). 
1986  Strathclyde  Near  Bridgend,  Islay,  Cf,  1 1th  to  15th  March  (Dr  M.  A.  Ogiivie  et  at.). 

(Northeast  Europe  and  Siberia)  The  only  previous  record  from  Islay 
was  in  March  1980.  In  1987,  a presumed  escape  was  at  Amwell, 
Hertfordshire,  during  April;  and  in  1986  there  were  others  in  Derbyshire 
in  August  and  September,  and  at  Sevenoaks,  Kent,  in  mid  November. 

Brent  Goose  Branta  beniicla  (1,  37,  4) 

Individuals  showing  the  characters  of  the  North  American  and  East 
Siberian  race  B.  b.  nigricans  were  recorded  as  follows: 

Kent  Sandwich  Bay,  adult.  21st  March  (N.  Odin  et  at.). 

Norfolk  Cley  area,  adult,  26th  December  1986  to  22nd  February  (Brit.  Birds  80:  525),  to  28th; 
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another,  at  least  9th  January  to  28th  February  (S.  J.  M.  Gantlett,  E.  T.  Myers  el  at.).  StifTkey, 
adult,  1 1th  January,  presumed  one  of  Cley  individuals  (E.  T.  Myers  el  at.). 

Sussex,  West  Thorney  Island,  adult,  24th  December  1986  to  at  least  8th  March  (Brit.  Birds 
80:  525),  also  Pilsey  Island,  19th  February,  Stanbury  Point,  21st  (C.  B.  Collins);  presumed 
same,  9th  November  to  at  least  20th  December  (C.  B.  Collins  el  at.).  Pagham  Harbour,  adult, 
1 1th  January,  presumed  same  as  Thorney  Island  individual  (R.  W.  White  et  at.). 

(Arctic  North  America  and  East  Siberia)  In  Ireland,  there  were  two  at 
Strangford  Lough,  Co.  Down,  on  the  remarkable  date  of  21st  September; 
one  at  Tramore  in  December  1986  stayed  until  3rd  January.  Late  records 
were  of  one  at  Carlingford  Lough,  Co.  Louth,  on  11th  January  and, 
probably  the  same,  on  28th  December.  Live  other  individuals  remain 
under  consideration.  A problem  with  several  is  that  they  showed  good 
characters  of  this  race  except  for  neckbands  which  were  apparently 
slightly  incomplete  at  the  front;  exactly  what  constitutes  a pure  example 
of  the  race  is  as  yet  uncertain. 

Red-breasted  Goose  Branta  ruficollis  (15,  23,  0) 

Essex  Althome,  Canewdon  and  Creeksea  area,  adult,  since  27th  December  1986  to  13th 
February  (Brit.  Birds  80:  526). 

Sussex,  West  Pagham  Harbour,  adult,  23rd  to  27th  January  (M.  G.  W.  Terry  et  at.), 
presumed  returning  individual  of  30th  January  to  3rd  March  1986  (Brit.  Birds  80:  526). 

(West  Siberia)  A north  Norfolk  record  remains  under  consideration.  An 
escape  was  in  Suffolk,  at  various  localities,  from  16th  November  1986  to  at 
least  1st  August  1987  (knock  it  off  your  list  if  you  haven’t  already  done  so). 
This  sensational  little  goose  has  been  annual  since  1983. 

American  Wigeon  Anas  americana  (22,  146,  18) 

Berkshire  Thatcham,  2 or  first-winter,  21st  November,  same,  Theale,  22nd  November  to 
1988  (Dr  R.  L.  Flood  et  at.). 

Dorset  Stanpit  Marsh,  cf,  3rd  May  (G.  C.  L.  Dutson,  M.  Reid  et  at.),  probably  same, 
Brownsea  Island,  4th  to  5th  (M.  Cade,  P.  S.  Read  et  at.).  Lodmoor,  cf,  24th  October  (J. 
McMillan  et  at.). 

Fife  Eden  Estuary,  cf,  28th  to  31st  January  (N.  Elkins  et  at.). 

Highland  Loch  of  Mey,  Caithness,  cf,  4th  to  10th  October  (M.  Legg,  E.  W.  E.  Maughan  et 
at.). 

Kent  Sandwich  Bay,  $,  25th  to  26th  February  (C.  Evans,  R.  H.  Lawrence,  N.  Odin  et  at.). 
Norfolk  Welney,  cf,  13th  March  (J.  B.  Kemp,  I).  Revett).  Cley,  cf,  22ndjune  (R.  Chidwick, 
S.  J.  M.  Gantlett  et  at.). 

Northamptonshire  Thrapston,  cf,  5th  May  (D.  Caswell). 

Orkney  The  Loons,  Mainland,  cf,  27th  June  (E.  R.  Meek,  S.  C.  F.  Palmer,  B.  Starck). 
Oxfordshire  Dorchester-upon-Thames,  first-winter,  28th  February  to  15th  March  (A. 
Brampton,  R.  Burgess,  A.  R.  Collins  et  at.). 

Somerset  Wimbleball  Reservoir,  cf,  30th January  to  at  least  23rd  March  (R.  J.  Butcher,  C.J. 
Gladman,  B.  Rabbitts  et  at.),  presumed  same,  28th  December  to  at  least  24th  January  1988 
(B.  D.  Gibbs,  B.  Rabbitts  et  at.). 

Warwickshire  Wasperton,  cf,  9th  to  14th  May  (A.  R.  Dean  et  at.). 

1984  Humberside  East  Park,  Hull,  cf,  at  least  17th  March  (Brit.  Birds  80:  526),  25th  (E.  J. 
Abraham  et  al.). 

1986  Cornwall  Hayle,  cf,  2nd  November  to  8th  May  1987  (P.  G.  Akers,  D.J.  Chown,  D.  S. 
Flumm  et  al.). 

1986  Highland  I ,och  Loy  and  Culbin  Bar,  Naim,  cf,  9th  November  to  1 1th  January  1987 
(R.  H.  Dennis,  R.  Proctor  et  al.). 

1986  Humberside  Blacktoft  Sands,  cf,  10th  March  to  5th  April  (A.  Burn,  A.  Grieve,  S. 
Holloway  et  al.). 

(North  America)  There  was  a female  at  Lough  Loyle,  Co.  Derry,  on  5th 
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October  1986;  in  1987,  two  males  were  on  Lough  Foyle,  from  10th 
October  to  5th  November;  there  was  an  adult  male  at  Tacumshin,  Co. 
Wexford,  on  23rd  and  24th  May  and  from  18th  to  26th  October;  another 
at  Ballycotton,  Co.  Cork,  from  18th  October,  joined  by  a second  male  on 
25th  October  (one  remaining  until  late  November);  and  one  at  Rostellan, 
Co.  Cork,  from  25th  December  into  1988.  Also  recorded  at  Vale  Pond, 
Guernsey,  Channel  Islands,  from  9th  October  1985  to  14th  March  1986; 
another  from  18th  January  to  8th  April  1986,  and  one  from  11th  October 
to  22nd  November  1987,  the  first  records  for  the  Channel  Islands.  The 
Berkshire  and  Channel  Islands  (and  perhaps  Northamptonshire)  indi- 
viduals must  be  returning  from  earlier  winters. 

Teal  Anas  crecca  (13,  244,  13) 

Drakes  showing  the  characters  of  the  North  American  race  A.  c.  carolinensis 
were  recorded  as  follows: 

Bedfordshire  Radwell  Gravel-pits,  12th  April  (M.  J.  Palmer,  A.  B.  Tomczynski,  D.  S. 
Wood  head  et  al.). 

Cheshire  Woolston  Eyes,  1 1th  April  (P.  Dalglish,  S.  W.  Kennedy,  R.  D.  Riley). 

Cornwall  Stithians  Reservoir,  since  15th  November  1986  (Brit.  Birds  80:  527),  to  21st 
February  (per  S.  M.  Christophers),  presumed  same,  21st  to  at  least  26th  December  (S.  C. 
Hutchings).  Crowdy  Reservoir,  14th  March  (P.  G.  Akers,  D.J.  Chown).  Colliford  Reservoir, 
28th  November  to  1988  (R.  M.  Belringer,  A.  H.  J.  Harrop  et  al.).  I.oe  Pool,  19th  December 
(M.  P.  Semmens  et  al.). 

Fife  Eden  Estuary,  27th  February,  12th  March,  12th  April  (N.  Elkins,  G.  Riddell, J.  G.  Steele 
et  al.). 

Hampshire  Near  Romsey,  28th  February  (M.  Baker). 

Lancashire  Leighton  Moss,  9th  to  at  least  1 1th  April  (J.  Bateman,  P.J.  Marsh  et  al.).  Martin 
Mere,  16th  November,  also  in  1988  (G.  R.  Clarkson,  D.J.  Rigby,  C.  G.  Tomlinson  et  al.), 
presumed  returning  individual  of  22nd  December  1985  (Brit.  Birds  80:  527). 

Shetland  Loch  of  Tingwall,  6th  to  15th  June  (D.  R.  Bird,  D.  Suddaby). 

Tayside  Kinkell  Bridge,  20th  March  to  at  least  9th  April  (\V.  T.  Appleyard  et  al.),  considered 
returning  individual  of  same  locality,  26th  to  28th  April  1984  (Brit.  Birds  78:  537),  and 
Madderty,  12th  to  18th  April  1985  (Brit.  Birds  79:  535). 

Western  Isles  West  Loch  Ollay,  South  Uist,  2nd  December  (T.  J.  Dix,  J.  J.  Gordon); 
presumed  same,  St  Kilda,  4th  (J.  J.  Gordon). 

Yorkshire,  South  Thorpe  Marsh,  Doncaster,  11th  March  (P.  Sutton,  J.  Wozencroft  et  al.). 
1984  Shedand  Sandwater,  Mainland,  at  least  20th  March  (D.  Coutts,  P.  M.  Ellis). 

1986  Humberside  Beverley,  11th  to  13th  March  (P.  M.  Scanlon). 

(North  America)  A belated  Irish  record  of  one  at  Rahasane,  Co. 
Galway,  on  6th  December  1985;  in  1987,  one  at  Belfast  Harbour  Estate, 
Co.  Down,  from  28th  October  into  1988,  and  one  at  Lismore,  Co. 
Waterford,  on  8th  January.  A typical  scatter  of  records. 

Blue-winged  Teal  Anas  discors  (19,  117,  9) 

Bedfordshire  Dunstable  Sewage-works,  age  and  sex  uncertain.  11th  October  (P.  Trodd  et 
al.). 

Cambridgeshire  Little  Paxton  Gra\el-pits,  9<  13th  to  16th  September  (T.  Robson  et  al.). 
Cornwall  Crowan  Reservoir,  adult,  probably  O",  21st  September  to  11th  October  (S.  Bury, 
D.  Lewis,  M.  Southam  et  al.). 

Cornwall/Devon  Upper  Tamar  Reservoirs,  two,  age  and  sex  uncertain.  21st  to  26th 
September,  one  to  5th  October  (I.  Kendall,  D.J.  Rigby  et  al.). 

Devon  See  above. 

Norfolk  Cley,  O',  16th  September  to  13th  October  (T.  E.  Bond.  C.  R.  Kightley  et  al.). 
Suffolk  Minsmere,  9*  13th  to  15th  September  (S.  Abbott,  D.J.  Fisher,  D.J.  Holman  et  al.)\ 
presumed  same,  24th  to  27th  (\\ . E.  Oddie,  I.  Robinson  et  al.). 
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Western  Isles  Balranald,  North  Uist,  C f,  16th  to  19th  April  (T.  J.  Dix,  J.  Vaughan  et  at.). 

(North  America)  One  at  Quoile  Pondage,  Co.  Down,  on  26th  and  27th 
April.  Mid  September  is  a typical  period  for  arrivals;  a good  total. 

Ring-necked  Duck  Aythya  collaris  ( 1 , 206,  9) 

Avon  Chew  Valley  Lake,  cf,  25th  April  to  5th  May  (K.  E.  Vinicombe  el  at.),  presumed 
returning  individual  of  26th  April  to  at  least  10th  August  1986  (Brit.  Birds  80:  528). 
Cornwall  Drift  Reservoir,  cf,  21st  December  1986  to  1987  (Bril.  Birds  80:  528),  to  14th  March 
(per  S.  M.  Christophers).  Loe  Pool,  cf,  4th  to  12th  April,  9th  November  to  1988  (A.  R.  Pay  el 
at.). 

Hampshire  Mockbeggar  Lake,  first-winter  0\  22nd  to  23rd  November  (J.  M.  Clark  el  at.). 
Norfolk  Hardley  Flood,  cf,  2nd  to  29th  May  (J.  C.  Eaton). 

Northamptonshire  Ditchford  Gravel-pits,  Q,  16th  November  (N.  McMahon,  J.  Moulton). 
Northumberland  Woodhom  Pond,  Ashington,  cf,  11th  April  (M.  R.  Navin  el  at.);  same, 
Holywell  Pond,  discontinuously,  1 1th  April  to  6th  June,  Arcot  Pond,  15th,  25th  April,  Bothal 
Pond,  17th  to  18th  April  (A.  D.  McLevy  el  at.  per  M.  S.  Hodgson),  presumed  returning 
individual  of  Holywell  and  Arcot  Ponds,  29th  April  to  23rd  June  1986  (Bril.  Birds  80:  528). 
Surrey  Frimley  Gravel-pits,  cf,  since  9th  September  1986  to  at  least  6th  April  (P.  M.  Troake 
et  at.  per  J.  M.  Clark)(/to7.  Birds  80:  plates  145  & 169). 

Somerset  Cheddar  Reservoir,  9>  1 7th  to  25th  November  (D.  L.  Buckingham  et  at.); 
presumed  same,  Hawkridge  Reservoir,  6th  to  at  least  20th  December  (D.  E.  Pauli  el  at.  per  B. 
Rabbitts).  Hawkridge  Reservoir,  two  cfcf,  2nd  December  to  at  least  1st  January  1988  (B. 
Rabbitts  el  at.).  Ashford  Reservoir,  cf  and  9>  1 9th  December,  9>  26th,  two  cfcf,  30th,  all 
presumed  same  as  Cheddar,  Hawkridge  Reservoir  individuals  (per  B.  Rabbitts). 

Yorkshire,  West  Allerton  Bywater,  cf,  5th  July  (M.  Newsome,  P.  J.  Willoughby  et  at.), 
presumed  returning  individual  of  1986  below. 

1985  Hampshire  Blashford  Gravel-pits,  cf,  31st  January  (Brit.  Birds  80:  528),  not  same  as 

1986  Hampshire  and  1986  Surrey  individual. 

1985  Lancashire  Stocks  Reservoir,  Eoulridge  Lower  Reservoir,  cf,  17th  February  to  24th 
November,  also  in  North  Yorkshire  in  1986  (Brit.  Birds  80:  528),  also  Dean  Clough  Reservoir, 
11th,  16th,  19th  February  1986  (J.  Metcalfe),  River  Calder,  Whalley,  15th  February  1986 
(A.  A.  Cooper),  Stocks  Reservoir,  8th  March  1986  (A.  A.  Cooper),  Foulridge  Lower 
Reservoir,  13th,  19th  April  (S.  Duffield,  M.  J.  Naylor);  presumed  same,  Stocks  Reservoir, 
13th  to  23rd  December  1986  (A.  A.  Cooper). 

1986  Cheshire  Woolston  Eyes,  cf,  14th  June  to  9th  August  (G.  Baker,  S.  Kennedy,  D.  Riley 
et  at.). 

1986  Hampshire  Dogmersfield  Lake,  cf,  14th  September  (P.  M.  Troake  per  J.  M.  Clark), 
same  as  Surrey  individual. 

1986  Lancashire  See  1985  Lancashire  above. 

1986  Scilly  Tresco,  Cf,  29th  October  (J.  Hewitt,  J.  M.  I'urton  et  at.). 

1986  Shetland  Loch  of  Tingwall,  cf,  at  least  7th  June,  presumed  returning  individual  of 
1984  and  1985  (Brit.  Birds  80:  528),  seen  7th  only;  presumption  now  considered  inapplicable. 
1986  Surrey  Ash  Vale  Gravel-pits,  cf,  since  23rd  December  1985  to  early  April,  also  in 
Hampshire  (Brit.  Birds  80:  528),  at  former  to  12th  April,  also  Frimley  Gravel-pits,  5th  to  12th 
January,  2nd  February,  Badshot  Lea,  16th  April  (perj.  M.  Clark);  presumed  same,  Frimley 
Gravel-pits,  9th  September  to  1987  (P.  M.  Troake  per  J.  M.  Clark),  also  in  Hampshire. 
1986  Yorkshire,  West  Allerton  Bywater,  cf,  11th  August  into  October  (B.  C.  Forrester  et 
at.),  same,  Fairbum  Ings,  13th  September  (S.  Dudley,  P.  Hill).  See  also  1987  above. 

(North  America)  Single  males  were  at  Carrowmore  Lake,  Co.  Mayo,  on 
30th  May  and  Charleville  Lagoons,  Co.  Limerick,  on  20th  June.  New 
arrivals  rather  than  returning  individuals  seem  to  be  rather  erratic  in 
number;  1987  saw  a slight  resurgence. 

King  Eider  Somateria  spectabilis  (62,  125,  6) 

Fife  Tayport,  cf,  6th  October  (K.  Brockie);  presumed  same,  21st  November  (R.  J.  Burness, 
J.  S.  Nadin,  J.  G.  Steele),  presumed  returning  individual  of  8th  January  to  16th  March  1986 
(Brit.  Birds  80:  529). 


Rare  birds  in  Great  Britain  in  1987 


549 


Grampian  Peterhead,  cf,  28th  April  (M.  Innes);  presumed  same,  Ythan  Estuary,  29th  April 
(R.  D.  Steele),  17th,  24th  May  (A.  Webb  et  at.),  3rd  to  20th  June  (S.  AddinalfA.  Leitch  el 
al.)  {liiit.  Birds  SO:  plate  259;  81:  plate  294).  Presumed  returning  individual  of  24th  Mav  to  3rd 
June  1986  (Brit.  Birds  80:  529). 

Highland  Wick,  first-winter  0\  25th  January  to  26th  February  (E.  W.  F'.  Maughan  el  at.). 
Brora,  cf,  29th  January  to  at  least  25th  February  (S.  J.  Aspinall  el  at.).  Golspie,  cf,  1st  January 
to  at  least  25th  February  (S.  J.  Aspinall  el  al.).  Thurso  Bay,  0\  25th  to  30th  March  (G.  H.  & 
Mrs  K.  French).  Loch  Fleet,  Cf,  30th  December  (A.  H.  J.  Harrop).  Brora,  Golspie  and  Loch 
Fleet  records  all  presumed  one  returning  individual. 

Shetland  Linga,  Bluemull  Sound,  second-winter  cf,  14th  January  (P.  V.  Haney  el  al.); 
presumed  same,  Yell  Sound,  14th  to  23rd  February  (J.  N.  Dymond,  T.  M.  Melling,  N.  J. 
Watmough  el  al.);  presumed  same,  Eswick  and  Nesting,  30th  April  to  lOthJune  (D.  Coutts). 
Raevvick,  Sand  \ oe  and  1 resta,  cf,  31stjanuary  to  21stjune.  16th  December  to  at  least  26th 
April  1988,  presumed  returning  individual  of  25th  May  to  7th  June  1986  (Bril.  Birds  80:  529) 
(J.  N.  Dymond  el  at.).  Mousa  Sound,  second-winter  cf,  20th  February  (J.  N.  Dymond,  Miss 
C.  E.  Vawdrey);  presumed  same,  Quendale,  5th  to  27th  June  (C.  & D.  K.  Lamsdell  el  at.); 
presumed  same,  Sumburgh,  6th  July  to  10th  August  (D.  Coutts).  Grutness,  cf.  10th  July 
(H.  R.  Harrop).  Lunna  Ness,  9>  -3rd  February'  (J.  N.  Dymond.  Miss  C.  F',.  Y’awdrey). 

1981  Shetland  See  1983  Shetland  below. 

1982  Shetland  Holm  of  Heogaland,  cf,  24th  November  (Brit.  Birds  76:  488),  also  Colgrave 
Sound,  28th  January  1983,  presumed  to  have  wintered  in  the  ‘Bluemull  Triangle’  (J.  N. 
Dymond). 

1983  Shetland  C.olgrave  Sound,  see  1982  Shetland  above.  Lerwick  Harbour,  9>  20th  January 
to  26th  February  (D.  Coutts  et  at.),  presumed  returning  individual  of  31st  January  to  8th 
April  1981  (Brit.  Birds  77:  516). 

1984  Shetland  Bluemull  Sound,  9,  20th  January  (Brit.  Birds  79:  587),  now  considered 
acceptable;  still  present  12th  February  (].  N.  Dymond),  17th  April  (Brit.  Birds  79:  538). 

1986  Highland  Loch  Fleet,  cf,  1 1th  January  and  27th  April  (Bril.  Birds  80:  529),  two,  15th 
April  (D.  R.  Moore,  P.  W.  Murphy). 

1986  Norfolk  Scolt  Head,  cf,  5th  to  at  least  14th  September  (B.  Bland,  D.J.  Holman,  D.J. 
Odell  et  al.). 

1986  Shetland  Sand  Voe,  cf,  25th  May  to  7th  June  (Brit.  Birds  80:  529),  also  in  1987. 
Sumburgh,  first-year  cf,  4th  July  to  at  least  7th  September,  another  8th  July  to  at  least  10th 
September  (Bril.  Birds  80:  529),  both  to  22nd  (per  J.  N.  Dymond). 

(Circumpolar  Arctic)  There  appear  to  be  many  old  favourites  here,  but 
the  1986  Norfolk  individual  is  especially  noteworthy,  being  onlv  the 
seventh  English  record  since  1915. 

Harlequin  Duck  Histrionicus  histrionicus  (7,  2,  2) 

Shetland  Sullom  Voe,  first-winter  cf,  16th  January  to  25th  February  (J.  N.  Dymond,  M. 
Heubeck  el  al.). 

Strathclyde  Claggain  Bay,  Islay,  9,  20th  to  at  least  24th  October  (M.  Porteous.  members  of 
Edinburgh  YOG  Group  el  «/.)(plate  293). 

(Iceland,  Greenland,  North  America  and  eastern  Siberia)  This  much- 
desired  little  duck  has  not  appeared  since  1965,  when  a pair  (themselves 
the  first  since  1954)  was  watched  at  Fair  Isle,  Shetland,  and  later  at  Wick, 
Caithness. 

Common  Scoter  Melanitta  nigra  (0,  3,  1) 

Individuals  showing  the  characters  of  the  North  American  and  East 
Siberian  race  M.  n.  americana  were  recorded  as  follows: 

Lx>thian  Gosford  Bay,  cf,  31st  December  (A.  Brown). 

1982  Cheshire  Frodsham.  cf,  5th  February  (B.  J.  Best.J.  Bryant). 

(North  America  and  East  Siberia)  The  only  records  except  for  one  in 
1979  and  one  in  1980,  but,  especially  as  the  possibility  that  it  may  be 
‘split’  as  a separate  species  is  being  considered  by  the  American 


550  Rare  birds  in  Great  Britain  in  1987 

Ornithologists’  Union,  it  is  worth  scanning  your  local  scoter  flock;  but  you 
do  need  a close  view. 

Surf  Scoter  Melanitta  perspicillata  (75,  207,  18) 

Cornwall  St  Ives  Bay,  first-year  9,  4th,  17th  April  (L.  P.  Williams). 

Dyfed  Strumble  Head,  four  cfcf,  13th  November  (R.  H.  Davies,  K.  Lloyd,  G.  H.  Rees), 
presumed  one  of  same,  Nolton  Haven,  14th  November  to  at  least  16th  January  1988  (N.  A. 
Lethaby,  G.  H.  Rees  et  al.). 

Fife  Largo  Bay,  20th  March  to  1st  May,  two  C fcf,  one  9,  20th  to  24th  March,  cf,  9>  IHh 
April,  three  cfcf,  two  99>  12th,  cf,  9.  to  1st  May  (C.  C.  McGuigan,J.  S.  Nadin,J.  G.  Steele 
et  al.);  cf,  7th  November,  probably  returning  individual  (J.  S.  Nadin).  St  Andrew’s  Bay,  cf, 
14th  October  to  at  least  14th  November,  two,  17th  to  24th  October  (N.  Mann,  Miss  S.  Rowe 
et  al.).  See  Lothian  below.  All  presumed  returning  individuals  from  1986  (see  Brit.  Birds  80: 
529). 

Grampian  Balmedie,  second-winter  cf,  7th  November  (A.  Lyndon),  probably  same,  Rattray 
Head,  8th  to  at  least  21st  (G.  M.  Cresswell,  W.  M.  Hughes,  J.  S.  Nadin  et  al.). 

Gwynedd  Portmadoc,  O',  25th  February  to  at  least  12th  March  (R.  M.  R.  James  et  a!.). 
Lothian  Gosford  Bay,  two  cfcf,  one  9>  16th  February,  probably  later  seen  in  Fife  (K. 
Chapman,  P.  R.  Gordon).  Gullane  Bay,  cf,  3rd  to  4th  August  (A.  Godfrey,  P.  R.  Gordon,  M. 
Griffin  et  al.),  also  probably  in  Tayside. 

Shedand  Aith  Voe,  Bressay,  first-winter  cf,  23rd  January  (D.  R.  Bird  et  al.),  presumed  same, 
15th  February  (P.  Dale),  Bressay,  to  27th  May  (per  D.  Coutts),  Catfirth,  South  Nesting,  29th 
(G.  Palmer,  P.  V.  Harvey). 

Tayside  Lunan  Bay,  Cf,  10th  August  (R.  Youngman),  probably  same  as  Gullane  Bay, 
Lothian,  individual,  3rd  to  4th  August,  above  and  presumed  returning  individual  of  8th  to 
21st  September  1986,  see  below. 

1985  Cornwall  Off  Cot  Valley,  cf,  23rd  March  to  26th  April  (Brit.  Birds  80:  530),  27  th  (D.  J. 
Holman  et  al.). 

1986  Clwyd  Abergele,  cf,  since  31st  December  1985  to  1st  January  (Brit.  Birds  80:  529),  26th 
(D.  J.  Odell). 

1986  Fife  Largo  Bay,  two  cfcf,  one  9,  19th  to  at  least  28th  March  (Brit.  Birds  80:  529-530), 
Cf,  9,  12th  April  (D.  R.  Moore,  P.  W.  Murphy). 

1986  Grampian  Burghead,  cf,  15th  October  to  1987  (Brit.  Birds  80:  530),  only  to  1st 
November  (per  M.  J.  H.  Cook). 

1986  Gwynedd  Llanfairfechan,  cf,  at  least  23rd  February,  presumed  returning  individual  of 
December  1983  to  11th  April  1984  (Brit.  Birds  79:  538)(per  T.  Gravett).  Bardsey,  cf,  24th 
October  (P.  J.  Donnelly). 

1986  Tayside  Lunan  Bay,  two  cfcf,  at  least  14th  September  (Brit.  Birds  80:  530),  present  8lh 
to  21st  (J.  G.  Steele  et  al.);  possibly  one  of  same,  Kinnaber,  8th  September  (J.  G.  Steele  et  al.). 

(North  America)  One  late  record  of  a male  at  Ballinskelligs  Bay,  Co. 
Kerry,  on  1st  March  1986.  Three  (two  males)  were  at  Dundrum  Bay,  Co. 
Down,  on  17th  February;  two  males  near  Goat  Island,  Lower  Lough  Erne, 
Co.  Fermanagh,  on  28th  May;  a male  and  a female  at  Rossnowlagh,  Co. 
Donegal,  on  7th  February;  a first-year  male  at  Laytown,  Co.  Meath,  on 
14th  and  15th  March,  and  a female  or  immature  there  on  15th  November; 
and  a first-year  female  at  Nimmo’s  Pier,  Co.  Galway,  on  19th  April.  Some 
typical  records,  including  presumed  returning  individuals,  but  also  some 
remarkable  ones,  especially  the  four  flying  together  off  a Welsh  headland, 
and  1985  and  1987  reports  from  Cornwall. 


Hooded  Merganser  Mergus  cucullatus  (5,  1,  0) 

1983  Buckinghamshire  Willen  Lake,  9,  28th  to  29th  December  (G.  Bray  et  al.). 

(North  America)  Not  recorded  as  apparently  wild  since  1957.  The 
Committee  does  not  pretend  to  have  the  full  knowledge  required  to  judge 


Rare  birds  in  Great  Britain  in  1987 


551 


the  escape  likelihood  of  this  particular  individual,  but  any  other  records 
should  be  submitted  to  help  establish  the  pattern  of  occurrences; 
meanwhile,  the  origins  of  this  one  must  remain  suspect,  but  perhaps  no 
more  or  less  so  than  many  other  wildfowl  noted  in  this  report. 

Black  Kite  Milvus  migrans  (5,  89,  10) 

Devon  Prawle  Point,  16th  October  (D.  A.  Cope,  N.  C.  Gobbett,  P.  Saunders). 

Dorset  Hengistbury  Head,  4th  May  (E.  C.  Brett,  J.  H.  Morgan  el  at.),  also  seen  in  Isle  of 
Wight. 

Dumfries  8c  Galloway  I.ochanhead,  28th  August  (G.,  P.  & S.  Roxley). 

Gwynedd  Cefn  Coed,  Anglesey,  24th  April  (H.  A.  Knott). 

Hampshire  See  Isle  of  Wight,  below. 

Kent  St  Mary’s  Bay  and  Dymchurch,  2nd  May  (S.  W.  Gale  el  at.). 

Norfolk  Hickling,  11th  April  (C.  R.  Jupp,  1).  Petrie,  D.  Sampson  el  at.);  presumed  same, 
Blofield,  12th  (G.  Bowen,  J.  Charman).  Castle  Acre,  3rd  May  (N.  A.  Driver).  Repps,  9th  May 
(J.  R.  Whitelegg). 

Sussex,  East  Beachy  Head,  4th  May  (R.  H.  & Mrs  M.  E.  Charlwood  el  at.). 

Wight,  Isle  of  The  Needles,  4th  May,  observed  from  Milford-on-Sea,  Hampshire  (B.  I).  Gee, 
J.  A.  Norton),  also  seen  in  Dorset.  Downend  and  Ashey  area,  1 1th  to  16th  May  (J.  Baldwin, 
J.  C.  Gloyn  el  at.). 

1986  Dorset  Stratton,  30th  May  (Brit.  Birds  80:  531),  also  31st  (per  M.  Cade  el  at.). 

1986  Kent  Dungeness,  28th  May  (M.  Bailey,  S.  McMinn,  A.  Willcox  el  at.). 

(Most  of  Eurasia,  Africa  and  Australia)  One  near  Torr  Head,  Co. 
Antrim,  on  28th  April.  The  rejection  rate  for  reports  of  this  species 
remains  very  high,  and  particular  attention  to  detail  would  still  help  a 
good  record  get  through;  nevertheless,  a good  crop  of  fly-bys  in  spring. 

White-tailed  Eagle  Haliaeetus  albicilla  (many,  14,  0) 

1985  Humberside  Blacktoft  Sands,  immature,  26th  October  (Mr  & Mrs  A.  Hall,  A.  Grieve  el 
at.),  presumed  same  as  east  coast  individual,  various  localities,  27th  (Bril.  Birds  79:  539). 
1985  Suffolk  Walberswick,  13th  November  (Brit.  Birds  79:  503),  observer  was  P.  J.  Heath. 

(Southwest  Greenland,  Iceland  and  northern  Eurasia)  This  species  is 
still  considered  by  the  Rarities  Committee,  and  records  outside  Scotland 
should  be  sent  to  the  relevant  county  recorder,  as  with  all  other  rarities. 
Records  from  Scotland,  however,  should  be  sent  to  Roy  Dennis,  RSPB 
Highland  Office,  Munlochy,  Ross  & Cromarty  IY8  8ND. 

Lesser  Kestrel  Falco  naumanni  (11,9,  1) 

Shetland  Pair  Isle,  <5\  23rd  June  (A.  G.  Pitches,  N.  J.  Riddilord  el  at.). 

(South  Europe,  West-central  and  East  Asia  and  Northwest  Africa)  The 
first  since  1983,  and  the  third  in  June;  the  two  previousjune  records  were 
also  the  most  northerly  in  recent  years  (North  Yorkshire  and  Humber- 
side), although  there  is  an  older  record  from  Aberdeen. 

Red-footed  Falcon  Falco  vespertinus  (100,  290,  15) 

Cambridgeshire  Little  Paxton,  cf,  24th  May  (1.  G.  Gunton.  D.  & M.  H.  Lowe). 
Cleveland  I.ongnewton,  cf,  1st  May  (D.  Raw). 

Dorset  Town  Common,  Christchurch,  first-summer  C?.  23rd  April  (D.J.  Hughes).  Studland 
Heath,  cf,  13th,  16th  to  24th  May  (G.  C.  L.  Dutson,  S.  J.  Morrison.  S.  F.  Smith  et  al.)(Brit. 
Birds  80:  plate  213;  81:  plate  281). 

Essex  Hanningfield  Reservoir,  advanced  first-summer  cf.  25th  July  (D.  Rhymes).  Abberton 
Reservoir,  9-  possibly  first-summer,  30th  July  to  at  least  10th  August  (DrS.  Cox.J.  Miller.  B. 
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Smith  et  at.).  Holland  Haven,  first-summer  0\  5th  September  (Dr  S.  Cox,  P.  Loud  et  at.). 
Hampshire  New  Forest,  2nd  July  (P.  Combridge),  5th  (C.  Heyward,  K.  Ilsley). 
Humberside  Blacktoft  Sands,  advanced  first-summer  cf,  15th  July  to  4th  September  (G. 
Carr,  C.  Gear,  D.  & D.  Preston  el  at.). 

Kent  Stodmarsh,  first-summer  0",  25th  April  (J.  K.  Archer, *Dr  A.  M.  Hanby  et  at.).  Walland 
Marsh  and  Dungeness  area,  first-summer  O’,  2nd  to  6th  July  (N.  R.  Davies,  M.  Tickner  el  at.). 
Norfolk  Near  Titchwell,  $,  26th  May  (J.  & P.  H.  Wilson  et  at.).  Horsey  area,  d\  27th  to  30th 
May  (P.  R.  Allard,  G.  E.  Dunmore  et  at.). 

Oxfordshire  Standlake  Common,  cf,  27th  to  29th  May  (A.  Heryet,  Mrs  C.  Ross). 

Sussex,  East  Near  Woodingdean,  9>  3rd  July  (R.  J.  Fairbank). 

(East  Europe  and  south  from  Siberia)  Like  Black  Kite,  this  species, 
often  prone  to  providing  only  brief  flight  views,  suffers  a high  rejection 
rate.  Fifteen,  with  others  still  being  considered,  makes  this  the  best  year 
since  1981.  A spring  influx  followed  by  a few  midsummer  wanderers 
seems  typical. 


281.  Male  Red-footed  Falcon  Falco  vespertinus.  Dorset,  May  1987  (A  Morrison ) 


Gyrfalcon  Falco  rusticolus  (many,  86,  1) 

Durham  Pikestone  Fell,  7th  February  (D.  Raw). 

1986  Devon  Lundy,  11th  to  12th  April  (N.  A.  Willcox),  presumed  same  as  Berry'  Head 
individual,  31st  March  to  9th  April  (Brit.  Birds  80:  532). 

(Circumpolar  Arctic)  With  falconers’  escapes,  possibly  involving 
‘experimental’  hybrids,  perhaps  increasing,  proving  a pure  Gyrfalcon  is 
not  easy  unless  it  is  a ‘white’  one. 


Little  Crake  Porzana  parva  (68,  29,  2) 

Clwyd  Shotton  Pools,  d\  18th  to  23rd  April  (E.  J.  Abraham,  B.  S.  Barnacal  et  a/.)(plate  282). 
Dyfed  Upper  Lliedi  Reservoir,  Llanelli,  cf,  30th  April  to  2nd  May  (R.  O.  Hunt,  C.  Jones  et 
al.). 

(Central  and  East  Europe  and  West  Asia)  The  ninth  and  tenth  in 
March/April  since  1958,  but  the  first  in  Wales  since  1967. 
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282.  Male  I.itlle  Crake  Porzana  pair  a,  Clwyd,  April  1987  (Pete  It  heeler) 


Crane  Grus  grus  (many,  1,199,  29) 

Berkshire  Slough,  first-winter,  1 1th  January  (P.  F.  Cook).  Langley,  adult,  1 1th  January  (C. 
Lamsdell),  also  seen  in  Buckinghamshire. 

Borders  Reston,  first-summer  0\  first-summer  $,  8th  to  15th  May  (A.  Brown,  D.  Graham  et 
at.),  two,  same,  St  Abb’s  Head,  flying  north,  lfith  (K.  J.  Rideout). 

Buckinghamshire  Withybridge,  adult,  11th  January  (C.  Lamsdell),  same  as  Berkshire 
individual. 

Cornwall  Camel  Estuary,  8th  January  (Mrs  J.  Keal);  presumed  same,  Marazion,  13th 
January  (M.  P.  Semmens),  and  Newtown-in-St  Martin’s,  at  least  21st  January  to  13th  March 
(R.  Butts,  A.  R.  Pay  et  al.)(Brit.  Birds  80:  plate  143). 

Derbyshire  Middleton  Moor,  14th  June  (1).  Hatfield).  See  Derbyshire/South  Yorkshire. 
Derbyshire/South  Yorkshire  Burbage  and  Hallam  Moors,  14th  June  (J.  Hombuckle),  same 
as  Middleton  Moor  individual  above. 

Essex  Shoebury,  11th  January  (A.  Perkins).  Localities  withheld,  two,  29th  May  to  31st 
August,  lfith  and  20th  September  (perj.  Miller). 

Grampian  Teindland,  two,  8th  June,  21st  to  at  least  5th  July  (M.  Borrell,  M.  J.  H.  Cook  et 
at.). 

Gwynedd  Near  Moelfre  Mountain,  Anglesey,  25th  May  (J.  Evans,  M.  W.  Smith),  probably 
same,  Aberdaron,  31st  (E.  T.  & Mrs  S.  L’rbanski). 

Hampshire  See  West  Sussex. 

Humberside  Willerby,  10th  May  (K.  & M.  K.  Rotherham).  Blacktoft  Sands.  3rd  September 
(A.  Grieve,  N.  Holton  et  at.). 

Kent  Stodmarsh,  three,  10th  March  (M.  J.  Pollard,  G.  Skelcher),  probably  part  of  party  in 
Norfolk  (East  Coast  area),  see  below. 

Lincolnshire  Seacroft,  25th  October  (K.  Durose),  same,  Gibraltar  Point,  25th  (C.  R.  Casey). 
Norfolk  Cley,  26th  March  (S.  Betts,  T.  Fletcher,  E.  T.  Myers  et  at.);  two,  25th  to  27th  April 
(R.  J.  Brunton,  S.  J.  Wright  et  at.);  1 7th  May  (A.  M.  Stoddart  et  at.),  same.  Wells,  17th  (A.  G. 
Barstow,  M.  A.  Beevers,  C.  Bradbury).  Snettisham,  26th  September  to  9th  October  (Mrs  B. 
Coombs,  Mrs  G.  Crossley,  P.  Hugo),  22nd  (per  G.  E.  Dunmore).  East  Coast  area,  six,  since 
December  1986  (Brit.  Birds  80:  532),  to  12th  January;  three  returned  by  7th  March;  further 
three  by  1 1th,  probably  same  as  Kent  individuals;  all  six  to  end  of  year  (per  G.  E.  Dunmore). 
Orkney  Loch  of  Boardhouse,  Birsay,  cf  and  9<  27th  April  to  2nd  May  (G.  Christer,  Ms  C. 
Gunningham-Harvey,  B.  Starck  et  at.). 

Shetland  Fair  Isle,  adult.  4th  June  (Mrs  C.  Thomson  et  at.).  Exnaboe.  Mainland,  sub-adult. 
5th  June  (R.  L.  Howells),  same,  Aith.  Mainland.  6th  to  8th  (K.  Alexander,  M.  I.  Dowie), 
presumed  same  as  Fair  Isle  individual. 

Strathclyde  Near  Trabboch.  Ayrshire,  15th  to  25th  October  (D.  B.  Gray,  W.  Robinson). 
Suffolk  Walberswick,  Reydon  and  area,  two,  5th  May  (B.  M.  Wentworth  et  at.),  same, 
Wrenthain,  6th  (per  P.  W.  Murphy). 

Surrey  Thursley  Common,  30th  May  (D.  J.  Eland,  S.  \\ . Gale,  K.  Morgan  et  at.). 

Sussex,  West  Thomey  Island,  27th  to  28th  September,  also  East  Hay ling  Island.  Hampshire 
(C.  B.  & Mrs  M.  A.  Collins.  R.  J.  Senior  et  at.). 
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Yorkshire,  South  See  Derbyshire/South  Yorkshire. 

1980  Cumbria  VVolsty,  20th  to  25th  January,  probably  since  1 1th,  possibly  discontinuously 
since  October  1979,  probably  same  as  Flockborough  individual,  30th  September  1979  to  at 
least  6th  January  1980  (Brit.  Birds  73:  503)(R.  Spencer  el  at.). 

1985  Humberside  Blacktoft  Sands,  10th  May  (S.  Grover,  W.  H.  Smith).  Near  Beverley,  17th 
May  (B.  Richards). 

1985  Shetland  Hillswick,  11th  to  13th  May  (R.  Gall,  E.  Gardener,  I.  Sandison  et  at.), 
presumed  to  be  Fair  Isle  individual  of  5th  May  (Brit.  Birds  79:  542). 

1985  Yorkshire,  North  Cayton  Carrs,  first-summer,  24th  April,  Filey,  6th  May  (Brit.  Birds  80: 
532),  again  Cayton  Carrs,  11th  (J.  R.  Hough  et  at.). 

1986  Humberside  Bempton  Cliffs,  28th  May  (M.  Davies  et  at.). 

1986  Strathclyde  Ballinaby,  Islay,  13th  to  25th  May  (P.  Moore,  Dr  M.  A.  Ogilvie,  P.  Pierce). 

(North  and  Central  Eurasia,  locally  south  to  Turkey)  Also  two  adults  at 
Churchtown  South,  and  later  Ballymaloe,  Co.  Cork,  from  27th  December 
until  late  February  1988.  No  longer  considered  by  the  Committee,  but 
earlier  records  should  still  be  submitted.  Three  (in  addition  to  long-^ 
stayers)  on  11th  January  is  mysterious,  and  a small,  mainly  northerly 
influx  in  June  was  notable,  but  no  large  flocks  this  year. 

Little  Bustard  Tetrax  tetrax  (92,  10,  3) 

Suffolk  Sudbourne,  three,  20th  December  (R.  Clarke). 

(Northwest  Africa,  Iberia,  east  across  South  Europe,  Asia)  Undoubtedly 
one  of  the  events  of  the  year,  but  in  a sensitive  site  from  which  information 
could  not  be  released;  anyway,  they  were  soon  gone.  The  first  since  1975; 
all  ten  previous  records  during  1958-86  were  of  singles. 


Great  Bustard  Otis  tarda  (many,  14,  7) 

Norfolk  New  Buckenham,  two  immature  O'O',  7th  to  10th  February  (A.  J.  Prater,  R.  Shaw  et 
at.). 

Suffolk  At  least  five,  probably  six,  possibly  nine:  Harkstead,  four  0"0\  16th  to  20th  January 
(A.  Britten,  A.  Bothwell  et  at.  per  S.  H.  Piotrowski);  three  of  same,  Kirton  and  Waldringfield 
area,  18th  January  to  7th  February  (D.  Finch,  M.  R.  Morley,  H.  & P.  Vaughan  et  at); 
presumed  same,  Theberton,  11th  to  21st  February  (B.  & Mrs  J.  K.  Harrington  et  cd.)\ 
presumed  same,  Sizewell  Levels,  Minsmere  and  Blythburgh,  all  briefly,  also  21st.  Horham, 
two  cfO\  14th  to  28th  February  (Mr  Alderton,  H.  Botwright,  B.  & Mrs  M.  Hart  et  al.)\ 
presumed  same,  Benacre  and  Kessingland,  7th  (B.  J.  Brown,  D.  R.  New'ton,  R.  Smith). 
Sudbourne,  immature  Cf,  7th  March  (C.  Wright  et  at.),  probably  one  of  above  individuals. 

(Central  and  South  Eurasia)  Like  those  in  1979  and  1981,  these  were 
clearly  associated  with  ajanuary  influx  into  Belgium  and  the  Netherlands. 
Occurrences  have  been  very  sporadic — May  1936,  March  1963,  then  in 
five  years  in  the  1970s  and  four  individuals  in  1981 — and  this  influx  is 
without  recent  precedent.  What  a dance  they  led  frustrated  observers! 

Black-winged  Stilt  Himantopus  himantopus  (98,  94,  31) 

Cambridgeshire  Nene  Washes,  19th  August  (G.  R.  Welch). 

Cornwall  Par,  four,  15th  May  (R.  Lane). 

Devon  Powderham  Park,  24th  to  25th  May  (P.  Edmonds). 

Dorset  Stanpit  Marsh,  two,  3rd  May  (J.  Hunt,  P.  A.  Stancliffe  et  at.).  Radipole  and  Lodmoor, 
first-summer,  17th  to  19th  June  (M.  Cade  et  at.). 

Dyfed  West  Dale,  Pembrokeshire,  at  least  5th  to  6th  April  (J.  H.  Barrett  et  at.). 

Essex  East  Tilbury,  31st  May  (J.  Miller,  R.  Tomlinson  et  ai). 

Gwynedd  Foryd  Bay,  Caernarvon,  5th  April  (S.  Hugheston-Roberts). 

Hampshire  Pennington  Marsh,  two,  3rd  to  7th  May  (R.  A.  Barrett,  R.  A.  Harris  et  at.). 
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Winchester  Sewage-farm,  17th  May  (J.  Cloyne).  Farlington  Marshes,  1 1th  to  25th  July  (R.  P. 
Clay  et  at.). 

Humberside  Barton-on-Humber,  9 or  immature,  6th,  8th  to  9th  September  (M. 
Broadbridge,  G.  P.  C'atley,  1).  A.  Robinson);  same,  Winteringham,  10th  (J.  T.  Harriman), 
South  Ferriby,  11th  to  12th  (per  G.  P.  Catley). 

Staffordshire  Belvide  Reservoir,  two  juveniles,  1st  to  7th  September  (S.  Jaggs,  B.  Smith, 
K.  R.  & N.  Stone  el  at.). 

Sussex,  East  South  Mailing,  25th  May  (A.  M.  Wheeler). 

Sussex,  West  Pagham  Harbour,  19th  May  (T.  J.  Edwards,  Mrs  J.  M.  Withey  et  at.). 

Tyne  & Wear  Swallow  Pond,  Wallsend,  15th  to  24th  September  (T.  M.  Melling,  B.  Widdows 
et  at.). 

Wight,  Isle  of  Binstead,  27th  April  (N.  Boynton  & family,  Mrs  F.  E.  Hudson,  G.  & M.  J. 
Sparshott). 

Wiltshire  Collingbourne  Ducis,  3rd  to  8th  May  (Miss  I..  H.  Cady,  P.  E.  Castle,  L.  C.  Cook  et 
at.).  Cleveland  Gravel-pits,  Ashton  Keynes,  two,  26th  May  (M.  L.  Buckland  et  at.). 

1983  Norfolk  Wisbech  Sewage-farm,  29th  April  (J.  A.  W.  Moyes). 

1986  Hereford  & Worcester  I.arford,  Worcestershire,  14th  to  16th  June  (B.  Westwood, 

S.  M.  Whitehouse  et  at.). 

1986  Yorkshire,  South  Wilsic  and  Wadsworth  area,  17th  August  (K.  Rich). 

(Southern  Eurasia,  Africa,  the  Americas  and  Australia)  In  Ireland,  a 
male  at  Enistymon,  Co.  Clare,  from  22nd  to  26th  April;  one  at  Belfast 
Harbour  Estate,  Co.  Down,  from  19th  May  to  30  June;  a male  at  Thurles 
Eagoons,  Co.  Tipperary,  from  28th  to  30th  April;  a male  and  female  at 
Ballycotton,  Co.  Cork,  on  10th  May,  and  one  at  Akeragh  Lough,  Co. 
Kerry,  on  9th  and  13th  October.  Also  one  at  Pulais  Pond,  Guernsey, 
Channel  Islands,  on  2nd  May.  A rather  important  record  is  yet  to  be 
reported  to  the  Committee:  a pair  bred  at  Holme,  Norfolk,  and  reared  two 
young,  which  must  certainly  have  been  the  juveniles  seen  in  Staffordshire. 
The  Norfolk  episode  represents  only  the  third  instance  of  breeding,  the 
first  being  of  two  pairs  in  Nottinghamshire  in  1945,  the  second  an 
unsuccessful  pair  in  Cambridgeshire  in  1983.  The  earliest-ever  was  on  2nd 
April  in  1985,  so  two  on  5th  April  is  surprising;  otherwise,  typical  dates, 
but  exceptional  numbers. 


Collared  Pratincole  Glareola  pratincola  (30,  40,  3) 

Hampshire  Mockbeggar,  near  Ringwood,  6th  May  (M.  & M.  Reid  et  at.). 

Kent  Minster,  23rd  to  26th  May  (C.  Evans,  D.  J.  Howe,  C.  R.  Newton  et  at.). 

Sussex,  West  Pagham  Harbour,  4th  July  (K.  Benyon-Tinker,  I.  & D.  Elliot,  C.  & P.  O Brien 
et  at.). 

(South  Europe,  Southwest  Asia,  Africa)  The  years  1986  and  1987  mark 
a return  to  typical  form  after  two  thin  years. 


Pratincole  Glareola  pratincola/G.  nordmanni  (36,  73,  5) 

Devon  Lundy,  1st  May  (P.  Bache,  C.  McShane  et  at.). 

Shetland  Near  Uyeasound,  Unst,  25th  May  (I.  Spence). 

(South  Europe  to  West  Asia  and  Africa)  The  totals  include  those 
specifically  identified. 


Greater  Sand  Plover  Charadrius  leschenaultii  (0,  7,  0) 

1985  Norfolk  Cley  and  Blakeney  Harbour,  30th  July  to  22nd  August,  and  2nd  September 
(Brit.  Birds  79:  544).  was  first-summer  or  adult. 

(Southern  Russia  east  to  Mongolia) 
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American  Golden  Plover  Pluvialis  dominion  (3,  112,  9) 

Cheshire  Middlewich,  juvenile,  20th  to  24th  October  (B.  Bowyer,  A.  G.  Goodwin,  D.  E. 
Norbury  et  at.). 

Cornwall  Lands  End,  adult,  30th  September  (M.  D.  James,  I.  C.  Whitehouse  el  at.),  same,  St 
Just,  30th  September  to  4th  October  (M.  P.  Semmens,  D.  Riley  el  at.).  Hayle,  probably 
juvenile,  8th  to  11th  October  (G.  Lewis,  M.  P.  Semmens  el  at.).  Davidstow,  adult,  17th  to 
22nd  October  (S.  M.  Christophers,  A.  M.  Jewels,  1.  Kendall  el  at.).  Predannack,  juvenile,  31st 
October  (A.  R.  Pay). 

Humberside  Stone  Creek,  adult,  4th  July  (S.  M.  Lister  et  at.). 

Kent  Dungeness,  first-summer,  10th  to  15th  May  (G.  J.  A.  Burton  el  at.). 

Scilly  St  Mary’s,  juvenile,  7th  October  (R.  Crossley,  D.  Goldsmith,  P.  I.  Holt  et  at.). 
Shetland  Fair  Isle,  adult,  28th  September  to  1 1th  October  (A.  Banwell,  N.  Bostock,  B.  Reed 
et  at.). 

Yorkshire,  South  Near  Bawtry,  adult,  5th  July  (M.  Lynes,  D.  & J.  Wozencroft  et  at.), 
presumed  same  as  Humberside  individual  above. 

1986  Humberside  Whitton  Sands,  first-summer,  28th  to  29th  June  (T.  A.  Ede,  C.  C.  Straw). 

(Arctic  North  America  and  extreme  Northeast  Asia)  The  best  year  since, 
the  13  in  1985.  There  was  one  in  May  in  Kent  in  1982,  and  an  April  record 
from  Cornwall  in  1985,  but  spring  sightings  are  very  much  the  exception 
and  September/October  the  rule. 

Pacific  Golden  Plover  Pluvialis  fulva  (3,  6,  0) 

1986  Lincolnshire  Tetney  and  North  Cotes,  adult,  21st  to  29th  July,  3rd  to  8th,  1 8th  to  19th 
August  (T.  Baker,  1.  G.  Shepherd,  R.  S.  Slack  et  at.). 

(North  and  Northeast  Asia)  The  first  Irish  record  was  of  an  adult  at 
Tacumshin,  Co.  Wexford,  from  17th  to  23rd  August  1986.  The  one  above 
is  the  fifth  British  record  and  typically  at  an  East  Coast  site;  the 
coincidence  with  an  American  at  the  same  place  (Brit.  Birds  80:  534)  is 
amazing. 

American  or  Pacific  Golden  Plover  Pluvialis  dominica/P.  fulva  (6,  119,  9) 
1986  Lincolnshire  Tetney,  adult,  7th  August  (T.  Baker,  R.  S.  Slack). 

The  totals  include  those  specifically  identified. 

Sociable  Plover  Chettusia  gregaria  (5,  24,  1) 

Cornwall  Davidstow,  first-winter,  19th  to  20th  October  (J.  C.  Pett,  G.  P.  Sutton). 

(Southeast  Russia  and  West-central  Asia)  This  confirms  the  October 
peak  for  an  otherwise  erratic  visitor. 

Semipalmated  Sandpiper  Calidris  pusilla  (2,  49,  2) 

1986  Sussex,  East  Rye,  adult,  2nd  to  4th  August  (P.  J.  Grant,  Dr  B.J.  Yates  et  at.). 

(North  America)  From  Ireland,  records  of  an  adult  at  Fethard-on-Sea, 
Co.  Wexford,  on  26th  July  1986;  in  1987,  a juvenile  at  Ballycotton,  Co. 
Cork,  from  18th  to  28th  October,  joined  by  a second  juvenile  on  22nd  and 
23rd.  Remarkable! 

Western  Sandpiper  Calidris  rnauri  ( 1 , 4,  0) 

(North  America  and  northeast  Siberia)  The  species  is  now  removed 
from  the  Irish  list  after  review  of  the  records  at  Kilcoole,  Co.  Wicklow,  on 
14th  October  1960  and  Akeragh  Fough,  Co.  Kerry,  from  17th  to  23rd 
September  1961,  both  of  which  are  now  no  longer  acceptable  to  the  Irish 
Rare  Birds  Committee. 
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Red-necked  Stint  Calidris  nificollis  (0,  1,  0) 

1986  Humberside  Blacktoft  Sands,  adult,  22nd  to  29th  July  (B.  Richards  el  at.). 

(Siberia)  I he  first  accepted  British  and  Irish  record  of  this  troublesome 
stint,  in  roughly  the  area  of  the  country'  where  it  might  have  been 
predicted. 


White-rumped  Sandpiper  Calidris  fuscicollis  (24,  273,  9) 

Cheshire  Frodsham,  adult,  discontinuously,  24th  to  30th  August  (M.  S.  Garner  el  at.). 
Hampshire  Farlington  Marshes,  adult,  10th  to  16th  August  (R.  W.  White  el  at.). 

Scilly  St  Agnes,  juvenile,  17th  October  (P.  Fuller,  1).  C.  Gilbert,  C.  \V.  Stone,  J.  G. 
Threadgold  el  at.). 

Somerset  Cheddar  Reservoir,  juvenile,  16th  to  28th  October  (P.J.  Knight,  B.  Rabbitts  el  at.). 
Sussex,  West  Sidlesham  Ferry,  juvenile,  25th  to  28th  October  (A.,  1.  & P.  Whitcomb  el  at.). 

1985  Humberside  Blacktoft  Sands,  adult,  26th  September  to  11th  October  (R.J.  Arnfield, 
A.  Grieve  el  at.),  additional  to  adult  or  first-summer,  29th  August  to  14th  September  (Brit. 
Birds  80:  537). 

1986  Hampshire  Farlington  Marshes,  adult,  3rd  September  (K.  llsley.  R.  J.  Wilkinson  el  at.). 
1986  Western  Isles  Village  Bay,  St  Kilda,  juvenile,  9th  October  (1).  Miller). 

(North  America)  In  Ireland,  one  at  Belfast  Harbour  Estate,  Co.  Down, 
from  3rd  to  6th  August,  and  another  from  5th  to  10th  September;  an  adult 
at  Kilcoole,  Co.  Wicklow,  on  5th  and  6th  August,  and  an  adult  at 
Tacumshin,  Co.  Wexford,  on  8th  August.  Also  one  belated  record,  at 
Clonakilty,  Co.  Cork,  on  28th  September  1986.  A typical  pattern,  but 
continuing  the  low  level  of  reports  in  recent  years. 


Baird’s  Sandpiper  Calidris  bairdii  (5,  120,  4) 

Kent  Dungeness,  adult,  20th  to  24th  September  (M.  Coath  el  at.). 

Scilly  St  Agnes,  juvenile,  2nd  to  4th  October  (C.  (J.  Bradshaw.  A.  J.  lossey  el  at.).  St  Mars  s, 
juvenile,  27th  October  (P.J.  Grant,  I..  Jonsson.  K.  Mullarney  el  at.). 

1986  Western  Isles  Village  Bay.  St  Kilda,  juvenile,  16th  to  21st  September  (1).  Miller)!  plate 
283). 


283.  Juvenile  Baird's  Sandpiper  Calidris  bairdii.  Western  Isles.  September  1986  {David  Miller) 

(North  America  and  northeast  Siberia)  Also  one  at  Belfast  Harbour 
Estate,  Co.  Down,  on  12th  July.  A slightly  below-par  year. 
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Sharp-tailed  Sandpiper  Calidris  acuminata  (5,  14,  1) 

Kent  Sandwich  Bay,  adult,  4th  to  13th  September  (YV.  E.  Fletcher  et  at.). 

(Northeast  Siberia)  Late  August/early  September  is  the  typical  time  for 
this  highly-rated  wader,  but  as  yet  there  is  little  real  pattern  to  its 
geographical  spread. 


Broad-billed  Sandpiper  Limicola  falcinellus  (23,  89,  8) 

Cheshire  Frodsham,  11th  to  12th  May  (D.  F.  Clugston,  \V.  S.  Morton),  same,  Neumann’s 
Flash,  Northwich,  13th  to  14th  (I).  & L.  Goulding,  P.  Kenyon). 

Gloucestershire  Slimbridge,  14th  June  (B.  Stewart  et  at.). 

Kent  Elmlev,  24th  May  (J.  M.  Clark,  J.  A.  Eyre  el  at.). 

Norfolk  Breydon,  4th  May  (P.  R.  Allard);  21st  June  (P.  R.  Allard).  Hickling,  10th  May  (A. 
Currey,  D.  J.  Holman  el  at.). 

Shetland  Urafirth,  Mainland.  26th  May  (J.  N.  Dymond). 

Suffolk  Walberswick,  29th  May  to  1st  June  (S.  H.  Piotrowski,  C.  S.  Waller). 

1985  Humberside  Saltend  Marsh,  Hull,  25th  May  (Brit.  Birds  80:  537),  full  details:  two,  22nd 
to  29th  May,  third  individual,  27th  (S.  Griffiths,  S.  L.  James  el  at.). 

1986  Dorset  Stanpit  Marsh,  two,  16th  to  17th  May  (G.  Armstrong,  S.  Davey  et  at.). 

(North  Eurasia)  One  at  Charleville  Lagoons,  Co.  Cork,  on  2nd  June 

1978  is  now  accepted  after  previous  rejection.  The  full  details  of  the  1985 
Humberside  reports  reveal  an  astonishing  trio,  for  the  second  successive 
spring  in  the  county.  The  year  1987  had  records  in  late  spring/early 
summer,  typical  of  recent  years;  in  the  earliest  of  our  reports,  it  was 
considered  to  be  a late  July /August  bird. 


Stilt  Sandpiper  Micropalama  himantopus  (1,  16,  1) 

Kent  Cliffe,  adult,  18th  to  25th  August  (A.  & J.  McKee  et  at.). 

(North  America)  This  splendid  and  well-watched  individual  was  a 
typical  early-autumn  one;  two  other  claims  remain  under  consideration. 


Great  Snipe  Gallinago  media  (180,  54,  5) 

Norfolk  Blakeney  Point,  25th  to  27th  August  (B.  Bland,  J.  B.  Kemp  el  at.). 

Shetland  Fair  Isle,  four,  probably  first-winters:  26th  to  27th  August  (S.  J.  Aspinall,  N.  J. 
Riddiford  et  at.);  15th  to  18th  September  (R.  J.  Amfield,  N.  J.  Riddiford  et  at.);  17th  to  24th 
October  (N.  J.  Riddiford,  S.  Thomason,  J.  Wilson  el  at.);  4th  to  6th  November  (S.  J.  Aspinall 
el  at.). 

(Northeast  Europe  and  Northwest  Asia)  The  Norfolk  record  was  a 
source  of  great  satisfaction  to  its  finders,  with  no  great  sniping  from  those 
who  dipped  out  or  may  not  have  believed  it,  as  it  gave  good  views  to  many 
observers,  despite  bad  weather.  Four  on  Fair  Isle  equals  or  beats  all 
records  put  together  in  any  year  since  1958,  except  for  1976.  Exceptional 
numbers  were  reported  in  Finland  in  autumn  1987  (Brit.  Birds  81:  333). 

Long-billed  Dowitcher  Limnodromus  scolopaceus  (9,  112,  15) 

Cornwall  Game!  Estuary,  adult,  since  9th  August  1986  (Brit.  Birds  80:  537),  to  19th  April 
(D.  J.  Chown). 

Cumbria  Anthorn,  Beckbrow,  Kirkbridge,  first-winter,  9th  to  10th  October  (I.  Kinley, 
I).  G.  H.  West  el  at.).  Anthorn,  first-winter,  two,  7th  to  at  least  29th  November,  presumed  to 
include  earlier  individual  (D.  G.  H.  West  el  at.). 

Devon  F remington,  juvenile  moulting  to  first-winter,  4th  November  to  1988  (A.  M.  Jewells,  I. 
Kendall,  D.  J.  Rigby  et  at.). 
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Dyfed  Gann  Estuary,  first-winter,  12th  December  to  January  1988  (G.  H.  Rees  et  at.). 
Highland  Near  Arisaig,  l.ochaber,  Inverness-shire,  adult,  23rd  July  (G.  F.  J.  Baker). 
Surrey  King  George  \ I Reservoir  and  Staines  Moor,  age  uncertain,  4th  to  7th  October,  24th 
to  10th  November,  also  Perry  Oaks  Sewage-works,  8th  to  18th  October  (J.  A.  Hazell,  P. 
Naylor  el  at.). 

1986  Strathclyde  Islay  Airfield,  adult,  18th  to  at  least  19th  June  (R.  Elliott,  P.  Moore  el  at.). 

(North  America  and  Northeast  Siberia)  In  Ireland,  records  previously 
accepted  as  Short-billed,  but  now  referable  to  this  species,  are  at  Lough 
Funshinagh,  Co.  Roscommon,  from  1st  to  10th  October  1963;  up  to  five  at 
Rahasane,  Co.  Galway,  from  2nd  to  20th  October  1963;  and  one  at 
Ballvcotton,  Co.  Cork,  on  8th  and  9th  October  1966.  In  1987,  singles  at 
Castle  Espie,  Strangford  Lough,  Co.  Down,  on  31st  May;  on  the  Bann 
Estuary,  Co.  Derry,  on  13th  September;  at  Lough  Beg,  Co.  Derry,  on  30th 
September,  and  at  Belfast  Harbour  Estate,  Co.  Down,  from  14th 
November  into  1988;  a juvenile  at  Rogerstown,  Co.  Dublin,  on  23rd 
September;  two  juveniles  at  Lady’s  Island  Lake,  Co.  Wexford,  from  26th 
September  to  26th  October;  one  at  Tacumshin,  Co.  Wexford,  from  3rd  to 
18th  October;  and  one  at  Ballymacoda,  Co.  Cork,  from  6th  to  15th 
November.  A typical  scatter,  but  midsummer  records  are  rare. 

Dowitcher  Limnodromus  scolopaceus/L.  griseus  (31,212,  15) 

(North  America  and  Northeast  Siberia)  One  in  1986,  at  Fort  le  Crocq, 
Guernsey,  Channel  Islands,  on  5th  February.  See  also  under  Long-billed 
Dowitcher  for  Irish  records  previously  accepted  as  Short-billed  but  now 
considered  to  be  Long-billed  Dowitchers.  1 he  totals  include  those 
specifically  identified. 

Little  Whimbrel  Numenius  minutus  (0,  2,  0) 

1985  Norfolk  Blakeney,  Cley  and  Salt  house  area,  age  uncertain,  24th  August  to  3rd 
September  (Bril.  Birds  79:  548:  80:  494-7,  plates  247-8),  was  adult. 

(Central  and  Northeast  Siberia) 

Upland  Sandpiper  Bartramia  longicauda  (15,  25,  0) 

1986  Devon  Topsham,  22nd  February  (R.  H.  Montgomery). 

(North  America)  There  are  three  December  records,  but  this  is  the  first 
in  late  winter. 

Marsh  Sandpiper  Tringa  stagnatilis  (12,  47,  3) 

Kent  Stodmarsh,  22nd  to  26th  April  (J.  Harflett,  D.  F.  Yates  et  at.). 

Lincolnshire  VVitham  Estuary,  Boston,  8th  to  15th  August  (C.  R.  Casey,  S.  Keightley  et  at.). 
Norfolk  Cley,  22nd  July  to  2nd  August  (M.  R.  Flack  et  at.)(Bril.  Birds  80:  plates  300  & 301). 

(Southeast  Europe,  W est  and  Last  Asia)  Kent  in  spring  seems  a good 
bet  for  this  species,  but  Norfolk  definitely  has  the  edge.  The  year  1987  saw 
a pair  breed  in  Finland  for  the  sixth  time. 

Greater  Yellowlegs  Tringa  melanoleuca  (12,  17.  0) 

1985  Strathclyde  Glenegedale,  Islay,  25th  October  (Dr  A.  A.  & I.  Clark). 

(North  America)  The  second  on  a Scottish  island  in  1985,  after  a May 
record  from  Skye.  Though  rather  late,  there  have  been  two  November  and 
three  December  records. 
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Lesser  Yellowlegs  Tringa  flavipes  (35,  155,  1) 

1986  Hampshire  Earlington  Marshes,  adult,  17th  to  27th  August,  trapped  25th  (Brit.  Birds 
80:  540),  joint  finders/identifiers  included  1).  Bell,  P.  M.  Potts. 

(North  America)  One  at  Tacumshin,  Co.  Wexford,  on  10th  May. 

Solitary  Sandpiper  Tringa  solitaria  (6,  18,  0) 

(Northern  America)  The  Committee  would  be  grateful  for  details  of  an 
individual  in  Scilly  which  has  yet  to  be  reported. 

Terek  Sandpiper  Xenus  cinereus  (3,  25,  1) 

Orkney  Tankerness,  5th  to  8th  June  (M.  Gray,  E.  R.  Meek  et  at.). 

(Northeast  Europe  and  Siberia)  This  mysterious  wader  from  the  east 
appeared  at  about  the  right  time,  though  late  May  and  July  have  been 
more  productive  than  June.  This  was  the  first  for  Orkney. 

Spotted  Sandpiper  Actitis  macularia  (6,  78,  5) 

Comwall/Devon  Upper  Tamar  Reservoirs,  9th  to  16th  May  (B.  W.  & M.  Litherland,  K. 
Spalding,  G.  P.  Sutton). 

Devon  Plym  Estuary,  possibly  first-winter,  20th  December  to  15th  February  1988  (E.  M.  S. 
Kilburn  et  at.).  Also  see  Cornwall/Devon  above. 

Hampshire  Titchfield  Haven,  first-winter,  since  4th  October  1986  to  1 1th  January  (Brit.  Birds 
80:  540). 

Lancashire  Lower  Rivington  Reservoir,  adult,  since  22nd  November  1986  to  11th  January 
(Brit.  Birds  80:  540;  81:  plate  284). 


284.  Adult  Spotted  Sandpiper  Actitis  macularia,  Lancashire,  December/Januarv  1986/87  (Guy 

Shorrock) 


Scilly  Tresco,  juvenile,  13th  September  to  6th  October  (G.  M.  Haig,  T.  H.  Smith,  A.  Yittery 
et  at.). 

Wight,  Isle  of  Seaview  Duver,  age  uncertain,  22nd  December  to  at  least  7th  February  1988 
(J.  C.  Gloyn,  R.  A.  Hargreaves,  D.  Nurney  et  at.). 

1986  Cumbria  Longtown,  Cumberland,  adult,  4th  to  6th  June  (A.  Cremin,  1).  Johnstone  et 
at.). 

1986  Hampshire  Titchfield  Haven,  4th  October  to  12th  January  1987,  trapped  25th 
November  (Brit.  Birds  80:  540),  aged  as  first-winter. 

(North  America)  A juvenile  was  on  Cape  Clear  Island,  Co.  Cork,  from 
4th  to  8th  October.  About  average,  but  a single  autumn  arrival  in  Britain 
was  rather  poor,  and  wintering  individuals  seem  to  be  becoming  the  norm 
rather  than  the  exception  these  days. 


561 


Rare  birds  in  Great  Britain  in  1987 


Wilson’s  Phalarope  Phalaropus  tricolor  (1,  191,  17) 

Berkshire  Lovell’s  Lake,  Hurst,  age  uncertain,  30th  August  (P.  Andrew,  C.  Clacey  el  at.). 
Cheshire  Burton  Marsh,  age  uncertain,  discontinuously,  21st  September  to  4th  October 

(L.  J.  Abraham  el  «/.);  same,  \V eaver  Bend,  Frodsham,  23rd  to  25th,  30th  September  (per  K.  1. 
Abraham). 

Cornwall  Hayle,  age  uncertain,  31st  August  (R.  N.  Mason,  M.  & K.  V.  Southam). 

Dorset  Radipole,  age  uncertain,  6th  to  17th 
September  (J.  1).  Fearnside,  M.  Whitelock). 

Grampian  Findhorn  Bay,  juvenile  moulting 
to  first-winter,  8th  to  1 3th  September  (R.  A. 

Mavor,  R.  Proctor  el  at.). 

Lothian  Aberlady  Bay,  age  uncertain,  29th 
August  (P.  R.  Gordon);  same,  Musselburgh. 

29th  (A.  G.  Gordon,  l)r  L.  L.  J.  Vick  el  til.). 

Norfolk  Cley,  9-  0th  to  12th  May  (S.J.  M. 

Gantlett,  1).  J.  Holman  el  til.).  Breydon,  age 
uncertain,  lbth  August  (P.  R.  Allard  el  til.). 

Snettisham,  age  uncertain,  28th  August  to  at 
least  1st  September  (J.  E.  Corlett,  1).  Lake, 

J.  Wilson  el  at.). 

Sussex,  West  Sidlesham  Ferry,  juvenile 
moulting  to  first-winter,  18th  to  26th  Sep- 
tember (P.  Bowley,  ().  Mitchell  el  or/.) (plate 
19). 


285.  \\  ilson’s  Phalarope  Phalaropus  tricolor 
(right)  with  Ruff  Philomachus  pugnas  (left). 
Co.  Cork,  August  1987  (Richard  T.  Mills) 


(North  America)  One  at  Belfast  Harbour  Estate,  Co.  Down  (having  a 
purple  patch  for  Nearctic  waders),  from  25th  to  27th  August;  one  at 
Victoria  Park,  Belfast,  on  18th  October;  an  adult  female  at  Tacumshin, 
Co.  Wexford,  from  23rd  to  24th  May,  and  an  adult  there  from  12th  to  15th 
August;  one  at  Ballycotton,  Co.  Cork,  on  21st  and  22nd  August  (plates 
247  & 285);  a first-winter  at  Lady’s  Island  Lake,  Co.  Wexford,  on  23rd 
August;  and  one  at  Douglas  Estuary,  Co.  Cork,  on  17th  October.  A better- 


than-average  year  after  the  blank  one  in  Britain  in  1986.  June  records  are 
not  unusual,  but  there  has  not  been  one  in  May  since  1982.  and  none  so 
early  as  the  Cley  individual  since  1975. 


Laughing  Gull  Lams  atricilla  (2,  47,  0) 

Northumberland  Seaton  Burn,  adult,  31st  March  (A.  I.  & G.  Bowman.  A.  J.  Johnson),  same 
as  Tyne  & Wear  individual. 

Tyne  & Wear  South  Shields,  adult,  first  recorded  1984  (Brit.  Birds  80:  541),  10th  January  to 
24th  March  (G.  K.  Gordon,  T.  I.  Mills,  J.  Strowger  el  al.)(Bril.  Birds  80:  plates  166  & 167); 
same,  Shibden  Pond,  24th  January  (per  A.  Armstrong),  also  in  Northumberland. 

1984  Humberside  Hull,  second-winter,  14th  December  (S.  L.  James),  considered  additional 
to  those  already  published  (Brit.  Birds  78:  554). 

(North  America  and  Caribbean)  The  record  year  of  1984  moves  on  to 
six  British  and  two  Irish  records. 


562 


Rare  birds  in  Great  Britain  in  1987 


Franklin’s  Gull  Lams  pipixcan  (0,  12,  2) 

Cheshire  Neumann’s  f lash,  Northwich,  adult,  1 1th,  14th,  1 7th  May  (I).  Quinn  et  at.);  same, 
Rostherne  Mere,  16th  to  17th  (G.  & S.  Barber,  H.  Feam  el  at.). 

Cornwall  Helston  and  Porthleven,  second-winter,  2nd  to  (jth  February,  2nd  to  22nd  March 
(C.  C.  Barnard,  A.  R.  Pay,  L.  P.  Williams  el  al.)(Bril.  Birds  80:  plate  1 74;  81 : 286  & 287);  same, 
Hayle,  24th,  26th,  and  Marazion,  28th  (per  S.  M.  Christophers). 


1986  Gwynedd  Aber  Dyssyni,  second-summer  or  adult,  22nd  March  (B.  Averis,  J.  P. 
Martin). 


(North  America)  Since  the  first  and  second  in  1970,  and  the  next  in 
1977,  this  species  has  become  almost  annual. 

Bonaparte’s  Gull  Lams  Philadelphia  (11,  43,  3) 

Cornwall  Drift  Reservoir  and  Newlyn,  adult,  2nd  November  1986  to  8th  March  (Bril.  Birds 
80:  541,  plate  173),  to  at  least  22nd  March  (L.  P.  Williams  el  at.). 

Derbyshire  Ogston  Reservoir,  adult,  17th  to  26th  February  (J.  Calladine  el  at.). 

Shetland  Loch  of  Spiggie,  first-summer,  23rd  May  (J.  N.  Dymond). 

Tyne  8c  Wear  Whitburn,  adult,  17th  January  (I).  M.  Foster,  P.  Hogg,  T.  I.  Mills). 

1981  Cornwall  Mount’s  Bay,  first-year,  16th  March;  Penzance,  Newlyn,  Hayle  area  to  28th 
March  (Brit.  Birds  75:  506),  again  Hayle,  29th  (R.  A.  Barrett  el  at.). 

(North  America)  Another  good  year,  with  the  Derbyshire  record,  the 
first  far  inland  (although  there  was  one  at  Cheddar  Reservoir,  Somerset, 
in  1968),  being  really  outstanding. 

Slender-billed  Gull  Lams  genei  (0,  3,  2) 

Norfolk  Cley  and  Blakeney  Harbour,  two,  probably  a pair,  12th  to  15th  May  (B.J.  Cooper, 
M.  Gilbert  el  at.)  (Brit.  Birds  80:  215;  81:  plate  288). 

(Northwest  Africa,  Southern  Europe,  Southwest  Asia)  The  first  since 
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288.  Slender-billed  Gulls  Lams  genei,  with  Black-headed  (itdls  /..  ridibundus,  Norfolk.  Mav  1987 


( Peter  Wheeler) 

1971;  with  only  two  records  prior  to  that  year,  these  strange  but  lovely 
gulls  were  the  highlight  of  the  spring  for  many  people,  despite  a much 
shorter  stay  than  might  have  been  hoped  for. 

Ring-billed  Gull  Lams  delawarensis  (0,  531,  62) 

Avon  Chew  Valley  I,ake,  first-winter,  2fith  December  I98fi  to  10th January.  1 ‘2th  February  to 
10th  April,  30th  April  to  13th  May,  returned  as  second-winter,  13th  November  to  1988  (A.  J. 
Merritt  el  o/.)(plate  80);  adult,  3rd  January,  22nd  February,  17th  March  (K.  F.  Yinicombe  el 
at.)',  adult,  2fith  December  to  12th  March  1988  (K.  F.  Yinicombe  el  at.).  New  Passage,  near 
Bristol,  first-winter  moulting  to  first-summer,  28th  February  (B.  Lancastle  el  at.).  Chittening 
Warth,  first-summer,  10th  May  (B.  Lancastle). 

Cheshire  Woolston  F.yes,  first-summer,  8th  July  (D.  Riley). 

Cornwall  Hayle,  adult,  since  23rd  December  198b  (Bril.  Birds  80:  542.  plate  170),  to  21st 
March;  presumed  same,  26th  November  to  1988  (I..  P.  Williams  el  at  ):  first-winter,  since 
24th  November  1986  (Brit.  Birds  80:  542),  to  26th  April,  presumed  same,  as  second-winter, 
26th  July  to  1988  (I,.  P.  W illiams  el  at.)',  additional  first-winter,  16th  to  17th  February  (D.  S. 
Flumm);  additional  adult,  28th  February  (P.  G.  Akers,  D.  J.  Chown  el  at.).  Marazion.  first- 
winter,  6th  March,  additional  to  Hayle  individuals  (P.  G.  Akers.  D.J.  Chown,  R.  J.  Taylor  el 
at.).  Millbrook  Lake,  first-winter,  28th  February  to  1st  March  (R.  M.  Belringer.  R.  W . Gould, 
R.  Smaldon);  adult,  8th  March  to  5th  April  (R.  M.  Belringer.  R.  W . Gould  el  at.);  adult.  21st 
to  22nd  March  (R.  W.  Gould  el  at.),  same,  St  John's  Lake,  28th  (S.  C.  & Mrs  P.  S.  Madge); 
second-winter  moulting  to  second-summer,  16th  March  (D.  J.  Chown),  same  as  Plym 
Estuary,  Devon,  individual,  19th  February  to  at  least  25th  March  below.  Porth  Reservoir, 
adult,  23rd  September  (S.  M.  Christophers,  R.  Smaldon). 

Devon  Plym  F'.stuary,  first-winter,  18th  February  to  6th  April  (D.J.  Chown  el  at.);  second- 
winter  moulting  to  second-summer,  19th  February  to  at  least  25th  March  (D.  J.  Chown.  A.  D. 
Crawford.  R.  \V.  Gould  el  at.),  also  in  Cornwall.  Plymouth  Hoe  and  Plym  Estuary,  adult.  1 1th 
to  at  least  21st  March  (A.  D.  Crawford,  D.  J.  Chown  el  at.).  Paignton,  adult.  16th  November 
1986  to  10th  March  (M.  R.  A.  & R.  E.  Bailey  el  at.),  first  recorded  as  second-winter,  12th 
December  1985  (Brit.  Birds  79:  553).  Saltash  Passage.  Ply  mouth,  adult,  20th  December  J.  C. 
Nicholls). 

Dorset  Portland,  first-winter.  13th  January  (G.  Walbridge).  I.angton  Herring,  adult.  21st 
February  (C.  E.  Richards).  Lodmoor,  adult.  9th  to  14th  February  (M.  Cade.  P.  Fisher):  first- 
summer.  7th  to  at  least  22nd  May.  also  at  Radipole  (M.  Cade  el  at.).  Radipole.  adult,  8th 
February  (M.  Cade  el  a/.);  adult.  19th  December  to  January  1988  (M.  Cade,  D.J.  Chown. 
P.  M.  Harris  el  at.). 

Dyfed  Aberystwyth,  two  adults,  28th  March  (A.  D.  Fox  et  at.). 

Essex  East  Tilbury,  adult,  22nd  March  (M.  Clarke). 
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Hampshire  The  Kench,  Havling  Island,  adult,  29th  November  (P.  M.  Potts,  K.  A.  Turner  et 
at.). 

Lancashire  Martin  Mere,  adult,  3rd  April  (A.  D.  Fox,  M.  G.  Pennington  et  at.). 
Merseyside  Seaforth,  adult,  3rd  January  (C.  Kehoe,  S.  Young);  first-summer,  26th  April  (A. 
Bielinski,  J.  Moore,  E.  J.  Smith  et  at.),  probably  same,  3rd  May  (M.  S.  Garner,  W.  S.  Morton  et 
at .),  17th  (E.J.  Smith)  (finL  Birds  80:  plate  193);  adult,  17th  May  (E.J.  Smith);  first-winter,  at 
least  31st  December  (J.  R.  Hough). 

Scilly  St  Mary's,  first-winter,  12th  to  13th  November  (C.  I).  R.  Heard  et  at.). 

Shetland  Loch  of  Hillwell,  first-winter  moulting  to  first-summer,  27th  to  at  least  28th  April 
(P.  V.  Harvey  et  at.). 

Staffordshire  Westport  Lake,  first-winter  moulting  to  first-summer,  14th  to  16th,  21st,  29th 
March  (D.  W.  Elmley,  W.  J.  Low,  J.  P.  Martin  et  at.). 

Strathclyde  Doonfoot,  adult,  19th  January  to  at  least  28th  February  (R.  H.  Hogg  et  at.). 
Ardnave  Loch,  Islay,  first-winter,  21st  April  (S.  Holloway,  J.  Simons). 

Sussex,  East  Cuckmere  Valley,  adult,  1st  January  (W.  J.  M.  Scott).  The  Crumbles, 
Eastbourne,  first-summer,  6th  June  (R.  J.  Fairbank). 

Warwickshire  Coton,  Kingsbury,  adult,  20th  December  (A.  R.  Dean). 

1984  Dorset  Radipole  and  Lodmoor,  first-winter,  8th  November  to  31st  December  (Brit.  Birds 
78:  555),  see  1985  Dorset  below. 

1985  Cornwall  Millbrook  Lake,  second-winter,  23rd  November  (Brit.  Birds  80:  543), 
identification  not  supported  by  two  of  quoted  observers,  no  longer  acceptable. 

1985  Devon  Paignton,  second-winter,  12th  December  to  at  least  January  1986  (Brit.  Birds  79: 
553),  to  2nd  March  (R.  E.  Bailey). 

1985  Dorset  Radipole  and  Lodmoor,  second-winter,  8th  November  to  31st  December  1984 
(Biit.  Birds  78:  555),  1st  January  to  14th  April,  when  moulting  to  second-summer  (M.  Cade, 
M.  A.  Hallett  et  at.)',  adult,  18th  to  22nd  February  (M.  Cade,  I).  Elliot,  Dr  J.  F.  Ryan  et  at.). 
Lodmoor,  adult,  10th  February  (M.  Cade);  first-winter,  27th  March  (M.  Cade);  adults,  13th 
to  14th  April,  two,  14th  (M.  Cade,  D.  Elliot,  Dr  J.  F.  Ryan). 

1985  Glamorgan,  West  Blackpill,  at  least  ten,  possibly  twelve:  adult,  15th  to  30th  January, 
possibly  again,  13th  March;  adult,  23rd  January  to  22nd  February;  adult,  23rd  February  to 
15th  March;  adult,  5th  March;  adult,  9th  to  13th  March;  adult,  13th  March;  adult,  16th  to  at 
least  17th  March;  adult,  at  least  23rd  February;  first-summer,  11th  April,  possibly  to  12th 
September;  first-summer,  14th  May,  also  possibly  that  seen,  12th  September;  second- 
summer,  1 1th  to  15th  April;  second-winter,  28th  to  30th  September  (R.  H.  Davies,  C.  Evans, 
R.  H.  A.  Taylor  et  at.). 

1985  Yorkshire,  South  Redmires  Reservoirs,  adult,  19th  October  (P.  A.  Ardron,  J.  S. 
Holland). 

1986  Avon  Chew  Valley  Lake,  first-winter,  26th  December  to  1987,  see  above  (A.  J.  Merritt 
et  at.). 

1986  Cornwall  Hayle,  first-winter,  17th  February  (R.  I.  Allison,  J.  S.  Hargreaves). 

1986  Devon  Paignton,  adult,  16th  November  to  1987,  see  above. 

1986  Glamorgan,  West  Blackpill,  at  least  six,  possibly  eight:  adult,  15th  February;  adidt, 
22nd  February  to  9th  March;  adult,  24th  February  to  1st  April;  adult,  6th  April;  second- 
winter  moulting  to  second-summer,  23rd  March  to  27th  April;  second-summer,  14th  April  to 
at  least  10th  May;  second-summer,  29th  April  to  16th  May  (R.  H.  Davies,  C.  Evans,  R.  H.  A. 
Taylor). 

1986  Hampshire  Eastney,  second-winter,  30lh  March  (P.  M.  Potts),  same  as  Sinah  Gravel- 
pits,  28th  to  30th  March  (Brit.  Birds  80:  542). 

1986  Lancashire  Martin  Mere,  second-summer  moulting  to  adult,  5th  to  9th,  30th  August, 
23rd  September  (Brit.  Birds  80:  542),  intermittently  to  20th  December  (per  C.  G.  Tomlinson); 
first-winter,  at  least  23rd  November  (S.  J.  & Mrs  J.  A.  Riley). 

1986  Sussex,  West  Wier  Wood  Reservoir,  adult,  3rd  November  (N.  A.  Driver). 

(North  America)  In  Ireland,  there  were  two  adults  at  Sandymount, 
Dublin,  from  3rd  to  25th  January  1986,  and  single  adults  at  Galway  Docks 
on  23rd  February  and  25th  October  1986.  In  1987,  there  was  a big  crop: 
single  adults  at  Newcastle,  Co.  Down,  from  14th  November  into  1988,  and 
at  Lurgan,  Co.  Antrim,  on  28th  March;  and  nine  or  ten  at  Belfast  Harbour 
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Estate,  Co.  Down,  with  six  adults  in  January  and  early  February,  up  to 
four  remaining  until  early  April;  a first-winter  on  7th  February;  single 
first-summers  on  14th  and  21st  April,  one  remaining  until  19th  May,  and 
an  adult  or  second-summer  on  22nd  July.  There  were  two  first-winters  at 
Blennerville,  Co.  Kerry,  on  3rd  January;  an  adult  at  Wexford  from  12th  to 
15th  January,  and  a second-summer  there  on  18th  April;  adults  at 
Sandymount,  Dublin,  from  15th  February'  to  14th  April,  from  15th  March 
to  12th  April  and  on  28th  March;  a second-summer  at  Sandymount  from 
17th  March  to  17th  July;  two  first-winters  there  from  14th  to  20th  April 
(one  until  18th  July);  a first-winter  at  Galway  Docks  on  13th  April;  an 
adult  at  Clonakilty,  Co.  Cork,  from  10th  October  into  1988,  and  another 
at  The  Tough,  Co.  Cork,  from  22nd  November  to  mid  April  1988,  with 
another  adult  and  a first-winter  there  from  5th  December  into  1988;  and 
an  adult  at  Ballymacoda,  Co.  Cork,  on  29th  December.  Also  one  at  Fort  le 
Crocq,  Guernsey,  Channel  Islands,  on  31st  October  and  5th  November. 
The  removal  of  this  species  from  the  list  of  rarities  considered  by  the 
Committee  will  considerably  reduce  postage  costs,  the  wear  and  tear  of 
MJR’s  typing  fingers  and  the  not  inconsiderable  gnashing  of  Committee 
members’  teeth.  There  is  still  a high  rejection  rate,  something  county 
recorders  will  do  well  to  consider  now  that  they  alone  have  the  burden  of 
record  assessment.  Many  of  these  gulls  are  presumed  returning  indi- 
viduals of  this  species,  which  shows  strong  attachment  to  favoured  sites 
(and  is  one  of  many  rare  species  which  raise  the  question  of  just  how 
extensive  site-fidelity  is  among  less  individually  recognisable  common 
birds).  Of  special  interest  are  records  in  Essex,  Staffordshire  and 
Warwickshire;  the  East  Coast  is  still  largely  devoid  of  sightings.  Many 
records  remain  under  consideration  (particularly  from  South  Wales),  and 
unsubmitted  reports  up  to  1987  should  still  be  sent  to  the  Committee,  so 
we  haven’t  lost  these  long  lists  from  the  report  just  yet  . . . 

Iceland  Gull  Lams  glaucoides  (0,  7,  0) 

An  individual  showing  the  characters  of  the  North  American  race  L.  g. 
kumlieni  was  recorded  as  follows: 

Grampian  Banff  Bay  and  Harbour,  adult,  since  December  1986  to  14th  March  (M.  Innes, 
J.  D.  Law,  R.  Proctor  et  at .);  presumed  same,  30th  December  (P.  4.  Hurst,  R.  Proctor). 
1986  Grampian  Band  Bay  and  Harbour,  adult.  25th  to  26th  December  (Brit.  Birds  80:  544), 
see  above. 

(Baffin  Island  and  Northwest  Ungava  Peninsula,  Canada)  Annual  since 
1981,  but,  with  one  returning  adult  at  Banff  and  irregular  Irish  records 
having  a monopoly  since  1983,  claims  that  it  has  been  overlooked  before 
and  will  prove  to  be  regular  may  be  premature. 

Ross’s  Gull  Rhodostethia  rosea  (2,  44,  1) 

Grampian  Girdle  Ness,  adult.  26th  to  28th  September  (K.  D.  & Mrs  K.  A.  Shaw  et  at.). 
1983  Yorkshire,  North  Scarborough,  adult.  11th  February  (N.  C.  Moores),  previously 
rejected  (Brit.  Birds  78:  588),  presumed  same  as  Cleveland  and  Filey  individual  (Brit.  Birds  77: 
534). 

1985  Highland  Thurso,  adult,  since  12th  November  1984  to  at  least  7th  January,  also  19th 
(Brit.  Birds  79:  556).  also  20th  (A.  J.  Booth.  A.  D.  Mould  et  at.). 

(Northeast  Siberia  and  Canada)  There  were  mid-August  records  in 
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1967  and  1976;  this  is  the  only  other  autumn  record,  although  there  have 
been  several  in  April,  May  and  June. 

Gull-billed  Tern  Gelochelidon  nilotica  (52,  172,  9) 

Cheshire  Frodsham,  31st  May  (P.  Jordon). 

Cornwall  Marazion,  19th  April  (D.  Foot  el  at.),  30th  (D.  S.  Flumm,  M.  P.  Semmens  el  at.); 
same,  Hayle,  19th  to  26th  April,  22nd  May  (M.  P.  Semmens,  I..  P.  Williams  el  at.);  same, 
Nanjizal  and  near  Sennen,  27  th  to  28th  April  (per  S.  M.  Christophers).  St  John’s  Lake,  31st 
August  (S.  G.  Christmas),  probably  same  as  Devon  individual.  Stithians  Reservoir,  1st 
October  (M.  Reid,  R.  D.  Riley  el  at.). 

Devon  River  Plym,  adult,  22nd  August  to  1 1th  September  (I).  M.  & Mrs  F.  Grant,  E.  W ilson 
el  at.). 

Dyfed  Llanelli,  20th  April  (F.  B.  Jenkins,  E.J.  Smith  el  at.). 

Suffolk  Benacre,  24th  June  (J.  M.  Cawston,  S.  J.  I,ing)(fig.  2). 


Fig.  2.  Gull-billed  Gelochelidon  nilotica  (left)  and  Sandwich  Terns  Sterna  sandvicensis  (right), 

Suffolk,  June  1987  (S.  J.  Ling) 


Sussex,  East  Langney  Point,  20th  June  (R.  H.  & Mrs  M.  E.  Charlwood);  15th  August  (D., 
J.  F.,  T.  E.  & Mrs  D.  M.  Cooper). 

Western  Isles  Drimsdale,  South  L ist,  3rd  to  6th  May  (T.  J.  l)ix,  Dr  A.  Hudson,  1).  B.  Jackson 
el  al.). 

(Almost  cosmopolitan,  nearest  breeding  colony  Denmark)  The  best 
year  since  1967,  except  for  1974  (12)  and  1982  (when  1 1 included  seven  at 
Beachy  Head  on  one  day).  Arrivals  on  19th  and  20th  April  are  the  earliest 
since  1968,  with  one  in  East  Lothian  on  22nd  March  and  one  at  Hayle, 
Cornwall,  on  18th  April.  There  had  not  been  a long-stayer  since  the 
Norfolk  individual  of  1980;  virtually  all  records  are  one-day  birds. 

Caspian  Tern  Sterna  caspia  (30,  137,  5) 

Norfolk  Hickling,  intermittently,  23rd  May  to  5th  July;  presumed  same,  Breydon,  12th,  27th 
to  28th  June,  4th  to  7th  July;  another,  4th  to  7th  July  (P.  R.  Allard,  K.  R.  Dyer,  G.  J. 
Etherington  el  al.).  Cley,  adult,  20th  August  (G.  M.  Cresswell,  G.  J.  White  el  al.). 

Shetland  Fair  Isle,  29th  May  (S.  J.  Aspinall). 
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Suffolk  Minsmere,  8th  to  11th  May  (J.  Oates,  I).  Whaley  el  at.). 

(Almost  cosmopolitan  except  South  America,  everywhere  local)  A good 
year. 

Lesser  Crested  Tern  Sterna  bengalensis  (0,  5,  0) 

Cleveland  South  Care,  14th  June,  23rd  August  (D.  J.  Britton).  See  also  Humberside  and 
Lothian. 

Humberside  Flamborough  Head,  9th  August  (1).  Bradley,  T.  Davison,  R.  C.  Hart  el  at.), 
presumed  same  as  Cleveland,  Lothian  individual. 

Lothian  Musselburgh,  21st  to  22nd  August  (I.  J.  Andrews,  M.  R.  I.even  el  at.),  presumed 
same  as  Cleveland  and  Humberside  individual;  and  all  presumed  a returning  individual  from 
earlier  years. 

19S6  Northumberland  Hauxley,  2nd  July  (Brit.  Birds  80:  545),  also  Fame  Islands.  1 4th  to 
loth  May,  20th  May,  1st  June,  8th  July  and  10th  July  when  associating  with  chick  in  colony 
ol  Sandwich  ferns  S.  sandvicensis  (P.  Hawkey  el  at.  per  M.  S.  Hodgson). 

(North  and  East  Africa,  east  to  Australia)  Presumably  the  same 
wandering  individual  from  1984;  as  identification  criteria  become  better 
known,  the  severe  problems  for  observers  encountering  it  should  reduce, 
but  it  is  still  not  an  easy  bird  of  which  to  be  sure. 

Forster’s  Tern  Sterna  forsteri  (0,  13,  3) 

Cornwall  Hayle  and  St  Ives  Bay,  adult,  27th  January  to  3rd  February  (C.  C.  Barnard,  1).  S. 
Flumm,  L.  P.  Williams  el  at.). 

Gwynedd  Cheat  Orme,  adult,  23rd  August  (T.  Graven  el  at .),  presumed  same  as  1980 
Gwynedd  individual  (Brit.  Birds  80:  545). 

Somerset  Hinkley  Point,  adult,  7th  to  1 2th  February  (B.  Rabbitts,  A.  M.  & B.  K.  Slade  el  al.), 
presumed  same  as  Cornwall  individual. 

1986  Gwynedd  Penmon,  Anglesey,  adult,  25th  October  to  at  least  23rd  November  (Bnt.  Birds 
80:  545),  first  seen  22nd  (P.  K.  Jackson  el  at.). 

(North  America)  One  in  Co.  Wexford  in  1986  stayed  into  1987  (see  Brit. 
Birds  80:  545).  1'here  was  an  adult  at  Sandymount,  Co.  Dublin,  from  22nd 
March  to  5th  April,  and  an  adult  at  Rosslare,  Co.  Wexford,  on  12th  July 
and  later  in  Wexford  Harbour  on  14th  and  1 5th  September.  Reports  on  a 
first-winter  individual  in  North  W ales,  for  which  details  were  requested  in 
last  year’s  report,  have  now  been  received  and  remain  under  considera- 
tion; reports  of  two  in  Clwyd  and  one  again  in  Gwynedd  also  remain 
under  consideration,  since  the  initial  circulation  was  lost  in  the  post.  May 
and  June  are  the  only  months  for  w hich  there  are  no  records. 

Elegant  Tern  Stenia  elegans  (0,  1,  0) 

(Pacific  coast  of  tropical  America)  The  first  record  for  Britain  and 
Ireland  was  in  1982:  one  at  Carlingford  Lough,  Co.  Down,  from  22nd June 
to  at  least  3rd  July,  and  at  Ballymacoda,  Co.  Cork,  on  1st  August.  Details 
will  be  published  in  due  course. 

Whiskered  Tern  Chlidonias  hybridus  (20.  63,  8) 

Cornwall  Stithians  Reservoir,  23rd  July  (P.  & R.  X.  Mason). 

Cumbria  RockclilTe  Marshes,  8th  June  (A.  Cremin  el  at.)-,  same.  Linstock  and  Aglonby  area, 
9th  (F.  J.  Roberts  el  a/.). 

Devon  I hurleston  and  Slapton  Ley  area.  12th  to  17th  April  (R.  Bower.  H.  & Mrs  J.  Huggins 
el  al .),  presumed  also  in  Dorset. 

Dorset  Lodmoor.  18th  April;  same,  Radipole.  20th  to  23rd  (G.  Moyser.  P.  CL  W.  Salaman 
el  a/.) (fig.  3;  Bril.  Birds  80:  plates  188  & 189).  presumed  same  as  Devon  individual. 


568 


Rare  birds  in  Great  Britain  in  1 987 


P ig.  3.  Whiskered  Tern  Chlidonias  hybridus , Dorset,  April  1987  (S.  R.  Cate) 


Lincolnshire  Covenham  Reservoir,  probably  first-summer,  10th  to  15th  June  (G.  P.  Galley, 
K.  Wilson  el  a!.) (Brit.  Birds  80:  plates  219  & 220). 

Norfolk  Pentney  Gravel-pits,  30th  June  to  1st  July  (N.  Bostock,  A.  Curl,  R.  Partridge  el  at.). 
Warwickshire  Kingsbury  Water  Park,  18th  May  (J.  K.  Higginson,  E.  G.  Phillips,  I.  C. 
Whitehouse  el  at.). 

(South  Eurasia,  Northwest,  East  and  Southern  Africa,  Australia)  An 
adult  at  Goat  Island,  Lough  Derg,  Co.  Tipperary,  from  15th  to  2 1st  June, 
and  an  adult  at  Nimmo’s  Pier,  Galway,  on  the  extraordinary  date  of  14th 
November  into  1988.  One  of  the  best-ever  years,  and  the  Devon  individual 
is  the  earliest  on  the  Committee’s  hies. 

White-winged  Black  Tern  Chlidonias  leucoptems  (50,  485,  12) 

Avon  Chew  Valley  Lake,  adult,  1st  September  (A.  D.  Whatley  el  at.). 

Cumbria  Burgh-by-Sands,  adult,  11th  to  13th  July  (J.  & J.  Chapman). 

Derbyshire  Ogston  Reservoir,  juvenile,  5th  September  (M.  E.  Stoyle). 

Grampian  Meikle  Loch,  23rd  to  26th  May  (A.  Webb  el  at.). 

Kent  Dungeness,  18th  June  (S.  P.  Clancy  el  at.).  Minnis  Bay,  adult,  17th  September  (N. 
Hando,  T.  Hodge  el  at.). 

Lancashire  Leighton  Moss,  1st  June  (D.  Cavanagh  el  at.). 

Norfolk  Hickling,  10th  May  (A.  Curry,  D.J.  Holman).  Methwood  Hythe,  13th  June  (R.  E. 
Newham,  A.  R.  J.  Roe  el  at.). 

Sussex,  East  Rye,  14th  June  (H.  Tails  el  at.). 

1985  Cambridgeshire  ferry  Meadows  Country  Park,  two,  7th  June  (T.  P.  Daunt). 

1986  Dorset  Christchurch  Harbour,  21st  August  (B.J.  K.  Caswell);  same,  Coward’s  Marsh, 
21st  to  28th  (B.  J.  K.  Caswell,  A.  Hayden,  L.  Pike  el  at.). 
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198b  Somerset  Sutton  Bingham  Reservoir,  juvenile,  12th  August  (M.  A.  Hailett,  B.  I. 
Mathews,  B.  J.  Widden  el  at.). 

(Southeast  Europe,  West  and  East  Asia)  One  at  Lough  Arrow,  Co. 
Sligo,  on  31st  May,  and  an  adult  at  Lady’s  Island  Lake,  Co.  W exford,  from 
2nd  to  21st  August.  A below-par  year,  especially  for  autumn  juveniles,  but 
at  least  some  splendid  summer  adults  to  admire. 

Brunnich’s  Guillemot  Uria  lomvia  (2,  20,  2) 

Shetland  OfTHamnavoe,  Burra,  3rd  to  7th  February  (C.  1).  R.  Heard  el  at.)-,  another,  freshlv 
dead,  7th  (I).  Coutts  el  at.). 

1980  Shetland  Burrafirth,  L nst,  dead  about  two  weeks,  24th  February  (M.  Sinclair  el  at.). 

(Circumpolar  Arctic)  With  four  records,  1980  has  an  unassailable  lead, 
though  only  one  was  seen  alive.  Shetland  has  by  no  means  the  monopoly 
that  might  be  expected,  with  only  four  previous  records  since  1958;  the 
1987  individual  is  only  the  third  British  record  of  a live  one. 

Great  Spotted  Cuckoo  Clamator  glandarius  (6,  22,  0) 

1986  Wight,  Isle  of  Brighstone  Bay,  26th  May  (Bril.  Bints  80:  547),  also  28th  and  was  first- 
year  (1).  B.  Wooldridge). 

(South  Europe,  Southwest  Asia  and  Africa). 


Yellow-billed  Cuckoo  Coccyzus  americanus  (22,  26,  1) 

Devon  Lundy,  first-winter,  16th  October  (Dr  S.  F.  Tanner,  X.  Trout). 

1986  Devon  Lundy,  first-winter,  31st  October  (I*.  A.  T.  Clabburn.  X.  A.  Willcox). 

(North  America)  A report  from  Lincolnshire  remains  under  considera- 
tion. Lundy  proves  its  worth  again. 

Scops  Owl  Otus  scops  (64,  16,  0) 

1985  Devon  Kenn,  near  F.xeter,  9-  dead  on  road  (Bril.  Birds  80:  547).  full  date.  20th  April. 

1986  Orkney  Sanday,  5lh  to  16th  June  (M.  Gray,  A.  Saunders  el  at.). 

(South  Europe,  Russia,  West  Asia  and  Northwest  Africa)  Now  five 
records  of  this  elusive  bleeper  in  the  1980s,  but  no  hint  that  it  will  ever 
regain  its  status  as  the  regular  visitor  which  it  was  in  the  earlv  part  of  this 
century. 

Snowy  Owl  Nyctea  scandiaca  (many,  91,  0) 

Shetland  Fetlar,  two  99  from  1986  (Bril.  Birds  80:  547)  to  26th  April,  up  to  two 
discontinuously  to  30th  August,  at  least  one  to  end  of  year.  One  or  both  of  same,  L nst, 
occasionally,  26th  April  to  1st  October  (per  J.  X.  Dymond). 

1983  Shetland  Fetlar,  four  99  by  16th  Xovember  to  at  least  10th  February  1984.  including 
one  immature,  probably  second-winter  (Brit.  Birds  77:  538);  the  immature  considered  new  to 
local  stock  (per  J.  N.  Dymond). 

1984  Shetland  See  1983  above. 

(Circumpolar  Arctic)  The  Shetland  totals  have  been  reassessed  by  J.  N. 
Dymond,  hence  the  reduced  total  for  1958-86. 

Chimney  Swift  Chaetura  pelagica  (0,  3,  1 ) 

Cornwall  Near  Truro,  18th  October  (P.  A.  Maker)(plates  289-292). 

(North  America)  Several  species  have  appeared  for  the  first  time  ever, 
only  to  be  followed  by  a succession  of  subsequent  records  in  a short  time; 
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289-292.  Chimney  Swift  Chaetura  pelagica,  Cornwall,  October  1987  (P.  A.  Maker) 


this  species  was  not  recorded  until  1982,  but  it  has  now  been  seen  in  two 
autumns  since. 


Alpine  Swift  Apus  melba  (150,  229,  17) 

Cornwall  Tintagel,  21st  September  (J.  C.  Foster). 

Devon  Modbury,  18th  to  19th  April  (S.  J.  Ellis,  H.  R.  Harrop.  R.  G.  Smith)  (/tat.  Birds  80: 
plate  190). 

Dorset  Portland,  28th  April  (H.  W.  Wallis);  another,  5th  May  (G.  Walbridge).  Studland 
Heath,  1st  May  (I.  M.  & MrsJ.  A.  Lewis,  S.J.  Morrison);  presumed  same,  Stanpit  Marsh,  1st 
May  (I).  N.  Smith),  both  presumed  same  as  first  Portland  individual. 

Dyfed  Borth,  1st  March  (A.  Gaunt  el  at.). 

Gwynedd  Bardsey,  1st  September  (R.  1).  Moore). 

Humberside  Spurn,  30th  April  (B.  R.  Spence);  another,  9th  May  (R.  Gilbert). 

Kent  Dungeness,  21st  July  (N.  Odin).  VVhitstable,  14th  October  (M.J.  & Mrs  J.  Pointon). 
Lincolnshire  Gibraltar  Point,  24th  April;  presumed  same,  dead,  Seacroft,  2nd  May  (A.  J. 
Bellamy,  M.  Ellis,  K.  M.  Wilson  el  at.). 

Norfolk  Cley,  18th  April  (C.  J.  Small);  presumed  same,  Wiveton,  20th  (P.  Gooden). 
Northumberland  Holywell  Dene,  13th  lo  14th  September  (R.  Johnson  el  al .),  presumed 
same  as  Tyne  & Wear  individual. 

Suffolk  Minsmere,  18th  April  (B.  A.  & C.  A.  Buttle,  P.  Sawer)(fig.  4).  Dunwich,  2nd  May  (A. 
Dixon). 

Sussex,  East  Langney  Point,  2nd  May  (D.,J.  F.  & Mrs  D.  Cooper). 

Tyne  Sc  Wear  St  Mary’s  Island,  13th  September  (R.  Johnson  el  al.),  same  as  Northumber- 
land individual. 

1983  Humberside  Near  Spurn,  24th  September  (A.  C.  & Mrs  A.  Hall). 

1986  Cambridgeshire  Cambridge,  29th  May  (P.  M.  Gazeley). 

(South  Eurasia,  Northwest  and  East  Africa)  There  was  also  one  on  Cape 
Clear  Island,  Co.  Cork,  on  23rd  August.  A belated  record  is  of  one  over 
Wicklow  town  on  10th  September  1978.  The  best-ever  year  for  this 
powerful  and  impressive  swift.  April  records  are  not  unusual  (though  six 


Rare  birds  in  Great  Britain  in  1987 


571 


TWrt/>«-r'  P* 
QRowni'Sm 


Vsl 

Ci 

F 

P 


/ 


Fig.  4.  Alpine  Swift  Apus  melba , Suffolk,  April  1987  (B.  A.  Buttle) 


in  April  certainly  is),  and  in  1967  there  was  one  on  24th  and  25th  March, 
but  the  Dyfed  individual  was  extraordinarily  early. 

Bee-eater  M crops  apiaster  (154,  216,  26) 

Cornwall  Trevose  Head,  five,  15th  June  (R.  Mayer). 

Essex  Walt  on-on- the- Naze.  two,  5th  to  6th  July  (Dr  S.  Cox.  I)r  J.  C.  H.  & Mrs  A.  E.  Shiites). 
Paglesham,  two  juveniles,  26th  to  31st  August  (C.  Wright  el  at.). 

Humberside  Flamborough  Head,  30th  May  (A.  M.  Allport.  R.  C.  Hart.  1).  G.  Hobson  el  at.). 
Kent  \\  aimer,  six,  20th  June  (1).  Hall,  1).  J.  Howe,  M.  J.  Pollard  et  at.).  Foreness.  5th  Juh 
(S.  1).  W.  Mount). 

Lincolnshire  Gibraltar  Point,  three,  5th  May  (R.  P.  Mundy,  A.  Shaw.  K.  M.  Wilson  et  at.). 
Suffolk  Benacre  and  Covehithe  area.  14th  June  (J.  Masters,  1).  R.  Newton  et  at.). 

Sussex,  East  Beachy  Head.  25th  May  (IX,  J.  F.  & Mrs  I).  R.  Cooper,  A.  Quinn  et  at.). 
Yorkshire,  North  Pickering,  four  adults,  27th  to  29lh  August  (M.  & Mrs  A.  Brewer  et  at.). 

(South  Europe,  Southwest  Asia  and  Northwest  Africa)  Also  a belated 
record  of  three  at  Forest,  Guernsey,  Channel  Islands,  on  25th  June  1986. 
There  were  two  at  Fort  Hounnet,  Guernsey,  on  17th  April,  and  three  at 
Yale,  Guernsey,  on  29th  June.  Small  parties  are  not  unusual. 

Roller  Coracias  gamtlus  (135,  76,  1) 

Hampshire  Furzybrow,  Pennymoor  and  Rowbarrow  Pond,  New  Forest,  at  least  30th  Mav 
(M.  J.  W.  Flay,  K.  W.  Maycock.  R.  J.  Senior  et  at.). 

(South  and  East  Europe,  West  Asia  and  Northwest  Africa)  A record 
from  Gwent  is  under  consideration,  after  details  became  lost  in  the  post. 
Hampshire  has  previously  been  conspicuously  absent  from  this  species' 
entry  in  these  reports.  Most  individuals  in  Britain  stay  a few  days,  but 
rarely  do  more  than  three  or  four  arrive  in  any  year. 

Short-toed  Lark  Calandrella  brachydactyla  (40,  266,  12) 

Berkshire  Slough  Sewage-farm,  2nd  to  at  least  16th  January  (C.  D.  R.  Heard  et  at.). 
Cornwall  Reskajeage,  8th  to  10th  November  (I).  S.  Flumm.  A.  R.  Pay  et  at.). 

Dorset  Portland.  19th  September  (G.  Walbridge  et  at.). 

Kent  Foreness,  28th  to  29th  May  (M.  H.  Davies.  1).  C.  Gilbert,  f.  Solly). 

Orkney  North  Ronaldsay.  2nd  to  3rd  May  (M.  G.  Pennington,  Dr  K.  F.  Woodbridge). 
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Scilly  St  Mary’s,  3rd  to  4th  May  (P.  H.  Aley  et  at.);  21st  to  31st  October  (R.  A.  Schofield  el 
at.).  Bryher,  7th  May  (G.  R.  Avery,  J.  W.  Hale,J.  1).  Sanders).  St  Agnes,  14th  October  (A.  P. 
Goddard,  C.  R.  Wills  el  at.). 

Shetland  Fair  Isle,  29th  May  (S.J.  Aspinall).  Scatness,  28th  September  (l)rG.  F.  Mackenzie). 
Grulness,  6th  October  (J.  D.  Okill  el  at.). 

(South  Eurasia  and  North  Africa)  An  average  year;  the  January  and 
November  records  recall  one  in  Devon  in  December  1985,  and  there  have 
been  eight  November  arrivals  (and  several  hangers-on  from  October) 
since  1958;  nevertheless,  the  Berkshire  record  is  unprecedented. 

Red-rumped  Swallow  Hirundo  dauiica  (7,  88,  40) 

Cornwall  Kenidjack,  27th  October  (A.  Birch  el  at.)  (fig.  5).  Rame  Head,  28th  October 
(L.  A.  C.  Truscott).  Zennor,  5th  November  (D.  S.  Flumm).  Marazion,  three,  5th  to  7th 
November  (M.  P.  Semmens  el  at.). 


Fig.  5.  Red-rumped  Swallow  Hirundo  dauiica,  Cornwall,  October  1987  ( Andy  Birch) 

Devon  Lundy,  24th  October  (P.  H.  Aley,  B.  R.  Field,  B.  & L.  Tollitt  el  at.). 

Dorset  Stanpit  Marsh,  1st  to  2nd  May,  two,  2nd  (J.  Firth,  M.  J.  Gibbons,  P.  Lord  el  at.). 
Hertfordshire  Amwell,  15th  April  (B.  Reed,  G.  J.  White). 

Humberside  Flamborough  Head,  5th  to  8th  November  (P.  A.  Lassey  el  at.). 

Kent  Reculver,  22nd  October  (T.  Hodge,  C.  A.  Osborne  et  at.). 

Lincolnshire  Gibraltar  Point,  2nd  to  5th  May  (I.  E.  Eyre,  (J.  E.  Redgevvell.  K.  M.  Wilson  el 
at.) (Bril.  Birds  80:  plates  217  & 218;  81:  plates  299  & 300). 

Lothian  Cammo  Park,  Edinburgh,  three,  6th  November  (K.  Heron). 

Norfolk  Cley  and  Wiveton,  8th  to  12th  April  (E.  T.  Myers  el  al.)(Brit.  Birds  80:  plates  183- 
185).  Winterton,  three,  12th  November  (B.  W.  Jarvis). 

Scilly  At  least  seven:  Bryher,  four,  19th  October,  three  of  same,  23rd  (G.  J.  Etherington  el 
at.).  Tresco,  three  of  same,  20th  to  21st  (per  M.J.  Rogers).  St  Man  ’s,  one,  21st,  at  least  five, 
23rd,  one,  24th,  seven  together,  27th,  two,  28th  (A.  H.  Davies,  C.  J.  Mackenzie-Grieve,  D.  J. 
Odell,  M.J.  Palmer,  K.  E.  Vinicombe  el  at.  per  M.J.  Rogers)(plate  53).  St  Martin’s,  23rd 
October  (D.  M.  & Mrs  L.  F.  G.  Love  et  at.);  28th  (per  M.  J.  Rogers).  Gugh,  23rd,  24th  (M.J. 
Palmer  el  a/.),  presumed  one  of  same,  St  Agnes,  23rd  (P.  G.  I.ansdown  el  at.  per  M.J.  Rogers). 


293.  Female  Harlequin  Duck  Histrionicus  histrionicus,  Strathclyde,  October  1987  (Gordon  Lanqsburr) 
294.  Male  King  Kider  Somateria  spectabilis,  Grampian,  June  1987  (Sine  Yount j) 


295.  Adult  Rose-coloured  Starling  Stiimus  roseits,  Grampian,  June  1987  (Roy  Ingleslon) 
296.  Male  Little  Bittern  lxobrychus  minulus,  Scilly,  April  1987  (Keith  W'annington) 
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297.  Arctic  Warbler  Phylloscopus  borealis,  Humberside,  September  1987  (.4.  .S'.  Butler) 
298.  Male  Desert  Wheatear  Oenanthe  desert  i,  Suffolk.  October  1987  (D.  .4.  Darling ) 


299  & 300.  Red-rumped  Swallow  Hirundo  daurica,  Lincolnshire,  May  1987  (Keith  Atkin) 


y 


301.  Wilson’s  Warbler  Wilsonia  pusilla,  Cornwall,  October  1985  (K.  Pellow) 

302.  Female  Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  Pheucticus  ludovicianus , Co.  Cork,  October  1987  (A.  McGeehan ) 
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Shetland  Fair  Isle,  24th  October  (S.  J.  Aspinall).  Clickimin  l.och,  Lerwick,  31st  October  (M. 
Holmes  et  at.);  Lerwick,  two,  3rd  to  8th  November  (1).  Contis,  I.  Sandison  el  at.),  probabb 
including  Clickimin  Loch  individual. 

Somerset  Porlock  Marsh,  29th  October  (J.  L.  F.  Parslow). 

Suffolk  Eastbridge,  21st  April  (J.  Keep,  A.  Mullins).  Benacre,  14th  November  (\V.  Stone). 
Sussex,  East  Pelt  Level,  17th  April  (A.  J.  Stones).  Beachv  Head.  1 2th  to  1 7 1 h May  (C.  \\ . 
Gowlett,  D.  J.  Standing  el  at.).  Rye,  26th  May  (A.  1).,  S.  & Mrs  S.  Brown). 

Tayside  Broughty  Ferry,  7th  to  8th  November  (R.  1).  Coaler,  S.  Green  el  at.). 

(South  and  East  Eurasia  and  Africa)  In  Ireland,  singles  at  the  Old  Head 
of  Kinsale,  Co.  Cork,  on  ‘26th  April,  Loop  Head,  Co.  Clare,  on  7th 
November,  and  at  Hook  Head,  Co.  Wexford,  on  8th  November.  One  at 
Fort  le  Crocq.  Guernsey,  on  6th  May,  the  first  for  the  Channel  Islands.  A 
number  of  other  reports  remain  to  be  evaluated,  but  the  late-autumn 
influx  is  clearly  astonishing.  In  fact,  1 1 in  spring  would  themselves  make 
the  best  year  since  1980  (and  better  than  any  other  year)  and  should  not 
be  overlooked.  The  scale  and  spread  of  the  October-November  flood  is 
extraordinary  and  was  quite  unpredictable,  though  the  lateness  of  the 
dates  is  not,  in  itself,  unusual  for  this  species. 

Olive-backed  Pipit  Anthus  hodgsoni  (1,  39,  20) 

Hampshire  Sway,  at  least  13th  to  18th  November,  trapped  15th,  18th  (S.  II.  Sporne,  I . J. 
Wiseman). 

Humberside  Spurn,  5th  October  (CL  J.  Speight  el  at.). 

Norfolk  Blakeney  Point,  2nd  October  (1).  Abdulla,  S.J.  M.  Gantlett).  Sheringham,  7th 
November  (R.  A.  J.  Forsyth,  R.  W.  Saunders). 

Orkney  North  Ronaldsay,  5th  to  6th  October,  trapped  5th  (A.  Bielinski,  M.  G.  Pennington. 
Dr  K.  F.  VVoodbridge  el  at.);  30th  October  to  6th  November,  trapped  30th,  2nd  (Miss  A.  E. 
Duncan,  M.  CL  Pennington  el  at.). 

Scilly  St  Martin’s,  20th  to  21st  October  (A.  J.  L.  Smith,  J.  W illiamson  el  at.).  St  Man  's, 
possibly  same,  23rd  to  24th  (A.  J.  L.  Smith,  W . H.  Wagstaff  el  at.). 

Shetland  Fair  Isle,  at  least  eight,  possibly  eleven:  2nd  to  20th  October  (P.  H.  Alev.  S.  J. 
Aspinall,  S.  J.  Cox  el  at.);  14th  to  20th  (S.J.  Aspinall,  K.  Osborn  el  at.);  another  three.  15th 
(R.  J.  & S.  J.  Aspinall,  K.  Bowey,  CL  Donald  el  al.)\  at  least  five  to  at  least  20th.  possibly  to 
21st,  two  to  22nd,  probably  one  of  same  to  23rd  (J.  N.  Dymond,  N".  J.  Riddiford  el  al.); 
another,  22nd  (S.J.  Aspinall);  another,  28th  October  to  1st  November  (K.  Osborn  el  at.); 
another,  30th  to  3 i st  October  (S.J.  Aspinall  el  at.).  Sumburgh,  3rd  October  (J.  N.  Dymond). 
Grutness,  29th  September  to  1st  October  (Dr  C.  F.  Mackenzie). 

Sussex.  East  Beachy  Head,  11th  October  (R.  H.  & Mrs  M.  E.  C.harlwood). 

Yorkshire,  North  Filey,  22nd  October  (D.  J.  Scanlan,  H.  J.  Whitehead). 

1986  Tyne  8c  Wear  St  Mary’s  Island.  13th  October  (M.  P.  Frankis). 

(Northeast  Russia  to  Central  and  East  Asia)  Totally  eclipsing  the 
previous  best  year  of  1984,  when  there  were  seven;  Fair  Isle  and  Scilly 
have  been  the  classic  places  and,  other  than  in  Norfolk,  mainland  English 
records  are  still  exceptional. 

Red-throated  Pipit  Anthus  cervinus  (30,  160,  9) 

Dorset  Hengistburv  Head,  25th  May  (D.  N".  Smith). 

Humberside  Kilnsea.  10th  May  (N.  A.  Bell  el  at.).  Spurn,  4th  October  (B.  Fendley.  K.  & 
M.  K.  Rotherham,  A.  Wrightson). 

Kent  St  Margaret’s,  4th  October  (I.  P.  Hodgson  et  at.). 

Northumberland  Druridge  Pool,  10th  to  11th  May  (M.  G.  Anderson,  M.  Hepple.  M.  S. 
Hodgson  et  at.).  Holy  Island,  10th  May  (K.  W.  Regan.  N.J.  Watmough);  another.  17th  (J.  E. 
Wilson,  Miss  C.  Woodward). 

Shetland  Fair  Isle.  28th  August  (S.J.  Aspinall  et  al.). 

1985  Scilly  St  Mary’s,  13th  October  (J.  Gregor>.  S.  J.  Ling.  P.  Wheeler  et  al.). 
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(Arctic  Eurasia)  Also  one  at  Garretstown,  Co.  Cork,  on  15th  May.  Back 
to  a more  typical  year  after  a bad  one  in  1986. 


Citrine  Wagtail  Motacilla  citreola  (2,  41,  1) 

Shetland  Fair  Isle,  first-winter,  1st  to  2nd  September  (S.  J.  Aspinall  el  at.). 

1986  Scilly  St  Mary’s,  juvenile  or  first-winter,  31st  August  to  4th  September  (M.  J.  Palmer, 
R.  J.  Wilkinson,  J.  A.  Wolstencroft  el  at.). 

(Northeast  and  East  Russia,  West  Siberia,  West  and  Central  Asia)  Two 
further  reports  are  still  being  considered.  The  year  1986  becomes  the 
record,  with  four. 


Thrush  Nightingale  Luscinia  luscinia  (2,  69,  2) 

Humberside  Spurn,  in  song,  23rd  to  25th  May,  trapped  23rd  (J.  Cudworth  el  at.). 

Norfolk  Holkham  Meals,  in  song,  24th  May  (P.  Clement  el  at). 

1984  Cambridgeshire  Welches  Dam,  in  song,  2nd  to  3rd  June  (R.  E.  Creen,  G.  J.  M. 
Hirons). 

1985  Shetland  Bressay,  adult,  trapped.  16th  August  (D.  Gilbert,  C.  R.  McKay).  Noss,  first- 
winter,  20th  August  (C.  R.  McKay). 

(Scandinavia,  East  Europe  and  West  Asia)  Rather  on  the  low  side,  but 
for  them  to  be  singing  is  not  unusual. 


Stonechat  Saxicola  torquata  (1,  95,  18) 

Individuals  showing  the  characters  of  one  or  another  of  the  eastern  races 
S.  t.  maura  or  stejnegeri  were  recorded  as  follows: 

Dorset  Portland,  9 or  immature,  3rd  to  4th  October  (G.  Walbridge  el  at.). 

Essex  Hanningfield  Reservoir,  first-winter  9,  since  6th  December  1986  to  10th  January  (Bril. 
Birch  80:  551). 

Fife  Balcomie,  near  Fife  Ness,  9 or  immature,  3rd  October  (J.  S.  Nadin,  J.  G.  Steele). 
Humberside  Flamborough  Head,  cf,  trapped,  15th  October  (J.  C.  Lamplough,  P.  A.  I.assey 
el  at.). 

Lincolnshire  Donna  Nook,  9 or  immature,  2nd  October  (G.  P.  Catley,  1).  Hursthouse). 
Scilly  St  Mary’s,  9 or  immature,  29th  September  to  1st  October  (P.  Bagguley,  D.  S.  H. 
Coates  el  at.).  Tresco,  9 or  immature,  3rd  November  (W.  H.  WagstafT el  at.). 

Shetland  Quendale,  9 or  immature,  27th  September,  possibly  since  26th  (A.  F.  T.  & G.  J. 
Fitchett  el  at.).  Fair  Isle,  cf,  trapped,  four  9 9 or  immatures,  29th  September,  two  to  30th 
(S.  J.  Aspinall,  R.  Proctor,  N.  J.  Riddiford  el  at.);  9 or  immature,  4th  October  (D.  R.  Bird  el 
at.);  99  or  immatures,  two,  29th  October,  one  to  1st  November  (S.  J.  Aspinall,  N.  J. 
Riddiford  el  at.).  Bridge  of  Walls,  9 or  immature,  2nd  to  6th  October  (C.  Moar). 

Wiltshire  Chirton  Down,  9>  21st  November  to  7th  February  1988  (Miss  L.  H.  Cady,  P.  F. 
Castle,  R.  Turner  el  at.). 

Yorkshire,  North  Staveley,  9 or  immature,  4th  to  10th  October  (R.  Fvison,  G.  T.  Foggitl, 
P.  T.  Treloar). 

1986  Humberside  Pauli,  9 or  immature,  5th  October  (S.  M.  Lister). 

(White  Sea,  eastwards  across  Siberia,  East  Caucasus  and  Northern 
Iran)  A new  peak  for  these  attractive,  })ale  and  variegated  little  chats,  due 
largely  to  the  Fair  Isle  series. 


Pied  Wheatear  Oenanthe  pleschanka  (3,  10,  1) 

Kent  F oreness,  cf,  age  uncertain,  7th  November  (M.  H.  Davies,  S.  1).  W.  Mount,  F.  Solly  el 
at.). 

(Southeast  Europe  and  South-central  Asia)  A typically  late  record  of 
this  great  rarity. 


Rare  birds  in  Great  Britain  in  I9H7 


579 


Black-eared  Wheatear  Oenanthe  hispanica  (15,  23,  5) 

Cornwall  Hill  I or,  Bodmin  Moor,  first-summer  cf,  showing  characters  of  0.  h.  hispanica , 12th 
to  13th  June  (B.  A.  Mason  et  at.) (Bril.  Birds  BO:  plate  252). 

Hampshire  Burlington  Marshes,  C)\  5th  June  (C.  Harwell). 

Sussex,  East  Beachy  Head,  9,  31st  May  (R.  H.  & Mrs  M.  E.  Charlwood). 

(Southern  Europe,  Northwest  Africa  and  Southwest  Asia)  A record 
Irom  Great  Blasket,  Co.  Kerry',  on  14th  August  1973  is  now  considered 
unacceptable  by  the  Irish  Rare  Birds  Committee.  There  was  a first- 
summer  male  at  Great  Saltee,  Co.  Wexford,  from  7th  to  10th  May,  and  a 
male  at  Newcastle,  Co.  Wicklow,  from  17th  to  24th  September.  The  best 
year  since  1974  and  1975,  which  each  had  three;  this  is  still  a considerable 
rarity,  and  females  and  immatures  seem  still  to  be  difficult  to  prove. 

Desert  Wheatear  Oenanthe  deserti  (11,  13,  2) 

Devon  East  Prawle,  0\  2fith  to  30th  October  (R.  C.  E.  & Mrs  S.  M.  Titman  et  «/.) ( plate*  55), 
see  Suffolk  below. 

Essex  I he  Naze,  9'  12th  October  (P.  M.  Griggs,  A.  J.  Long,  C.  M.  Poole  el  a/.)(plate  59). 
Suffolk  Landguard,  cf,  20th  to  24th  October,  trapped  23rd  (M.  1).  Crewe  el  «/. )( plate  29B), 
later  in  Devon  (see  above). 

(North  Africa,  Northwest  Arabia,  east  to  Mongolia)  It  seems  that  we 
now  need  to  read  ring  numbers  in  the  field  to  keep  up  with  travelling 
rarities.  Recent  records  have  tended  to  be  even  later  in  autumn/winter  or 
early  spring. 

Hermit  Thrush  Catharus  guttatus  (0,  2,  1 ) 

Scilly  St  Agnes,  15th  to  16th  October  (S.  Howat,  R.  McCann,  T.  M.  Melling  et  at.). 

(North  America)  The  third  record,  after  one  on  Fair  Isle  in  June  1975 
and  one  in  Scilly  in  October  1984. 

Swainson’s  Thrush  Cathams  ustulatus  (1,9,  2) 

Devon  Lundy,  15th  to  31st  October,  trapped  15th  (A.  Hosier,  B.  & I..  Tollitt  el  at.). 

Scilly  St  Mary’s,  12th  to  13th  October  (B.  G.  Brown,  Mrs  A.  Dixon,  A.  Hannington  et  at.). 

(North  America)  All  previous  arrivals  in  Britain  have  fallen  between 
14th  and  27th  October,  except  for  one  end-of-September  record  in  1984; 
the  first  British  and  Irish  record  was  in  May  1956. 

Gray-cheeked  Thrush  Cathams  minimus  ( 1 , 31.  0) 

1986  Devon  Lundy,  26th  October  to  2nd  November  (P.  A.  I . Clabbum,  A.  M.  laylor  et  at.). 
1986  Scilly  St  Agnes,  24th  October  (P.  G.  Lansdown.  R.  McCann).  St  Man  's,  27th  October 
to  16th  November  (Bril.  Birds  80:  558),  probably  same,  different  locality,  26th  (J.  M.  Clark.  A. 
le  F.  Dobson,  I.  Lewington  el  at.). 

(North  America  and  Northern  Siberia)  This  takes  the  number  of 
individuals  in  1986  to  at  least  12. 

Veery  Cathams  fuscescens  (0,  1,  1) 

Devon  Lundy,  10th  October  to  1 1th  November,  trapped  10th  and  20th  October  (J.  Blakey, 
J.  M.  B.  King,  B.  & L.  Tollitt  et  «/.)(plate  303). 

(North  America)  The  first  record  for  Europe  was  in  Cornwall  in 
October  1970;  this  is  the  first  in  Britain  since  then,  and  continues  to  show 
the  quality  of  Lundy  as  a Nearctic-vagrant  hunting-ground. 
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303.  Veery  Catharus fuscescens  (left)  and  Redwing  Turdus  iliacus  (right),  Devon,  October  1987  ( B . 

Tollitt) 


Eye-browed  Thrush  Turdus  obscurus  (0,  8,  3) 

Scilly  St  Mary’s,  first-winter,  12th  October  (J.  M.  Cawston,  S.  M.  Dean,  J.  Frost  el  at.).  St 
Agnes,  first-winter,  27th  October  (K.  1).  Shaw  el  at.). 

Shetland  Fair  Isle,  first-winter,  7th  to  15th  October,  trapped  7th  (K.  Osborn,  N.J.  Riddiford 
et  at.). 

(Siberia  and  Eastern  Asia)  One  of  the  best  trios  of  a stunning  autumn; 
the  first  records  were  in  1964,  when  there  were  also  three.  Four  of  the 
previous  records  were  in  October,  the  others,  surprisingly,  in  April,  May, 
September  and  December. 

Black-throated  Thrush  Turdus  ruficollis  (3,  11,  3) 

Scilly  St  Mary’s,  d\  23rd  to  24th  October  (R.  P.  Bowman  et  at.). 

Shetland  Bigton,  Mainland,  cf,  30th  October  (D.  R.  Bird  et  at.). 

Yorkshire,  South  Sheffield  Botanical  Gardens,  first-winter,  9th,  19th  to  20th  January  (P.  A. 
Ardron,  K.  R.  Gould,  S.J.  Roddis)(plate  304). 

(Central  Asia)  October  and  midwinter  records  are  typical,  but  three  in  a 
year  is  the  best  total  yet. 


Lanceolated  Warbler  Locustella  lanceolata  (9,  28,  4) 

Shetland  Fair  Isle,  first-winter,  trapped,  19th  September  (P.  Milford,  K.  Osborn,  N.  J. 
Riddiford  el  at.);  20th  September  (P.  Milford,  N.J.  Riddiford,  YV.  Underwood  el  al.)\  first- 
winter,  trapped,  26th  September  (H.  Joliffe,  N.J.  Riddiford  el  at.).  Scatness,  17th  September 
(D.  R.  Bird,  P.  M.  Ellis,  P.  V.  Harvey  et  at.). 

(East  Eurasia  from  Central  Russia  to  North  Japan)  Mainland  Shetland 
at  last  has  its  first  record.  These  little  groups  of  reports  continue  in  typical 
fashion. 
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Paddyfield  Warbler  Ac  rocephalus  agricola  (2,  11,  1) 

Shetland  Fair  Isle,  trapped,  22nd  September  (S.  I.  M.  Gantlett,  B.  Ram.  \.  I Riddiford  el 
at.). 

(South  Russia  and  Asia)  Mid  September  to  late  October  is  the  classic 
period,  with  single  British  arrivals  in  May  and  November,  and  an  Irish  one 
in  December. 

Blyth’s  Reed  Warbler  Acrocephalus  dumetorum  (9,  4,  2) 

Shetland  1 air  Isle,  first-winter,  27th  to  29th  September,  trapped  27th,  probably  present  since 
26th  or  earlier  (S.  J.  Aspinall,  N.  J.  Riddiford  el  at.). 

Tyne  8c  Wear  Prior’s  Park,  first-winter,  trapped  20th  October,  released  21st  (M.  P. 
Carruthers,  L.  Hall  el  at.). 

(Northeast  Europe,  across  Asia  to  Lake  Baykal)  A record  of  one  trapped 
was  received  late,  and  sight  records  from  Kent  and,  from  1984,  Norfolk 
remain  to  be  considered.  The  much-argued-about  bird  in  Cambridgeshire 
also  remains  to  be  assessed  by  the  Committee;  many  people  think  that 
Blyth  would  have  done  better  to  have  ignored  this  species  (but  then  we 
would  have  been  left  with  his  equally  exasperating  pipit).  Previous  reports 
have  mentioned  that  identification  problems  have  obscured  the  true 
status  of  the  species  here,  but  that  the  clouds  are  blowing  away.  It  is 
sobering  to  think  that  six  or  seven  were  recorded  on  Fair  Isle  between 
1910  and  1928,  a little  before  Svensson’s  Identification  Guide  to  European 
Passerines. 

Great  Reed  Warbler  Acrocephalus  arundinaceus  (23,  1 19,  3) 

Humberside  Blacktoft  Sands,  in  sons;,  13th  May  (T.  A.  Kde,  A.  Grieve,  C.  ('.  Straw  el  at.). 
Orkney  Papa  Westray,  29th  April  (I.  P.  Robinson  el  at.). 

Shetland  Dale,  Lerwick,  13th  to  27th  June  (1).  Contis,  A.  Nicol  el  at.). 

304.  First-winter  Black- throated  Thrush  Turdus  rujicollis.  South  Yorkshire,  January  1987  (A-.  R. 

Gould) 
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1980  Sussex,  East  Locality  withheld,  C5\  15th  August  (K.  \1.  Johnston). 

(Europe,  Southwest  and  East  Asia  and  North  Africa)  An  average 
showing. 

»♦ 

Booted  Warbler  Hippolais  caligata  (1,  21,  4) 

Dorset  Portland,  trapped,  13th  September  (G.  J.  Hinchon,  P.  Howlett,  I..  P.  Mulford  el 
«/. ) ( plates  15  & lb). 

Kent  Dungeness,  4th  to  5th  September,  trapped  4th  (P.  Boxall,  S.  McMinn,  N.  Odin  el  at.). 
Scilly  St  Man  's,  18th  to  21  st  October  (I.  Lycett,  A.  S.  Vials,  P.  J.  Willoughby  el  at.).  St  Agnes, 
23rd  October  (B.  A.  & Mrs  K.  Barnacle,  M.  Hepple,  T.  M.  Melling  el  at.),  presumed  same, 
27th  (M.  P.  Eccles,  R.  A.  Schofield.  K.  1).  Shaw  el  at.). 

(Northwest  Russia,  east  to  Mongolia  and  south  to  Iran)  A year  matched 
only  by  1981  for  this  five-star  rarity. 

Subalpine  Warbler  Sylvia  cantillans  (12,  158,  20) 

Cornwall  Kenidjack,  cf,  18th  to  20th  April  (1.  Prophet,  V.  R.  Tucker  el  at.).  The  Lizard,  cf, 
27th  April  (A.  R.  Pay). 

Devon  Near  Start  Point,  Cf,  21st  April  (J.  Mitchell).  Lundy,  cf,  9th  August  to  5th 
September,  trapped  17th  August  (R.  Bower,  R.  A.  Duncan  el  at.). 

Dorset  Portland,  first-summer  0\  trapped,  21st  May  (Mrs  S.  Coe,  P.  Howlett,  M.  & Mrs  W. 
Rogers).  Verne  Common,  0\  20th  to  29th  May  (P.  Callaway,  C.  E.  Richards,  B.  Small  el  at.). 
Grampian  Rattray  Head,  9 or  first-year  cf,  28th  May  (CL  M.  Cresswell). 

Gwynedd  Bardsey,  first-winter,  21st  to  24th  August,  trapped  21st  (S.  W.  Anderson,  I. 
Collins  el  at.). 

Humberside  Grimston,  0\  trapped,  25th  May  (S.  G.  Wilson). 

Kent  New  Romney,  0\  18th  April  (B.  Banson,  A.  G.  White  el  at.). 

Lothian  Tyninghame,  first-winter  0\  1st  October  (G.  J.  Clark). 

Northumberland  Holywell  Dene,  O",  9th  May  (J.  Swalwell). 

Scilly  St  Man’s,  O',  23rd  to  25th  April  (Miss  R.  Lewis,  H.  P.  K.  Robinson,  W.  H.  WagstafF el 
at.).  St  Agnes,  9<  2nd  to  10th  October  (P.  A.  Dukes  el  <7/. ) (plates  57  & 305). 


305.  Female  Subalpine  Warbler  Sylvia  cantillans , Scilly,  October  1987  (Andrew  Moan) 


Shetland  Fair  Isle,  Cf\  28th  April  (S.  J.  Aspinall  el  at.)',  Cf,  29th  May  (S.  J.  Aspinall  el  at.). 
Cunningsburgh,  O",  21st  July  (P.  M.  Ellis,  J.  Nicolson  el  at.).  Whalsay,  S',  31st  July  to  1st 
August  (1).  R.  Bird,  A.  Sandison,  I).  Suddaby). 

Western  Isles  Castle  Bay,  Barra,  cf,  19th  May  (J.  S.  Austin,  K.  Huxley,  S.  H.  Robson  el  at.). 
1986  Bedfordshire  Whipsnade,  cf,  7th  May  ( \\  . J . Drayton). 
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1986  Durham  See  1986  Tyne  & Wear  below. 

1986  Shetland  Higton,  cf,  24th  Mav  to  2nd  June,  trapped  24th  (J.  Morton.  J.  Murphy  et  at.). 
Dunrossness,  first-winter  0\  23rd  September  (Brit.  Birds  80:  560),  also  24th. 

1986  Tyne  & Wear  Finchate  Abbey,  0\  1 1th  May  (Brit.  Birds  80:  560),  locality  is  Finchale 
Priory  in  Co.  Durham. 

(South  Europe,  West  Turkey,  Northwest  Africa)  Also  one  on  Great 
Saltee,  Co.  Wexford,  on  20th  May.  The  increase  continues;  generally 
earlier  in  spring  than  in  1986. 

Sardinian  Warbler  Sylvia  melanocephala  (1,  13,  0) 

(South  Europe,  Middle  East  and  North  Africa)  One  on  Guernsey, 
Channel  Islands,  on  17th  October. 

Greenish  Warbler  Phylloscopus  trochiloides  (13,  127,  19) 

Borders  St  Abb’s  Head,  29th  August  (I.  J.  Andrews,  M.  Griffin,  1).  Thorne). 

Cleveland  Boulby  Cliffs,  first-winter,  27th  to  31st  August,  trapped  29th  (I.  Boustead,  \. 
Jackson  et  at.). 

Humberside  Flamborough  Head,  29th  to  30th  August  (A,  S.  Butler,  R.  C.  Hart,  Y.  A.  Lister 
et  at.). 

Norfolk  Holkham  Meals,  25th  to  28th  August  ((>.  Allport,  A.  Long  et  at.).  Blakenev  Point. 
25th  to  30th  August  (R.  Aberdein,  S.  J.  M.  Gantlet!  et  at.).  Waxham,  26th  to  27th  August, 
two,  26th  (G.  J.  Ktherington  et  at.).  Paslon,  28th  August  (M.  Fis/.er).  Stiflkey.  28tb  August  (A. 
Long,  C.  Poole,  R.  Thomas  et  at.). 

Shetland  Fair  Isle,  26th  to  27th  June  (5.  J.  Aspinall,  K.  Osborn,  \.  J.  Riddilord  et  at.);  first- 
winter,  24th  to  25th  August,  trapped  24th  (N.J.  Riddilord,  A.  1).  Warren  and  members  of 
YOC  Group  et  at.).  Bigton,  first-winter,  trapped,  13th  August  (J-  N.  Dymond  et  at.):  first- 
winter,  1 3th  to  1 7th,  trapped  13th  (P.  V.  Harvey,  J.  1).  Okill,  1).  Suddaln  et  at.).  Foula,  first- 
winter,  trapped,  15th  August  (J.  N.  Dymond,  J.  I).  Okill.  M,  A.  Peacock  et  at.).  Fetlar.  first- 
winter,  trapped,  19th  August  (M.  A.  Peacock).  Catfirth,  first-winter,  trapped,  9lh  September 
(A.  Graham,  J.  I).  Okill  et  at). 

Strathclyde  Sanda  Island,  South  Kintyre,  first-winter,  trapped.  3 1 st  Job  (\V.  F.llrick,  I. 
Livingstone,  J.  Morton  et  at.). 

Yorkshire,  North  Filey,  first-winter,  24th  to  28th  August,  trapped  27th  (P.  J.  Dunn  el  at.): 
another,  28th  (P.  J.  Dunn,  A.  Stonier  et  at.). 

1983  Highland  Aberfeldy.  in  song,  21st  Mav  to  25th  June  (Brit.  Birds  78:  576;  79:  493:  80: 
561),  locality  is  in  Tayside. 

1983  Tayside  See  1983  Highland  above. 

1984  Lincolnshire  Gibraltar  Point,  first-winter,  trapped,  22nd  September  (R.  Lambert,  B. 
Wet  ton). 

1986  Shetland  Out  Skerries.  15th  to  16th  August  (E.  Fait). 

(Eurasia,  east  from  Northern  Germany)  An  Irish  record,  previously 
accepted  as  Arctic,  now  as  Greenish,  is  of  one  on  Cape  Clear  Island,  Co. 
Cork,  on  29th  August  1961.  Comfortably  the  best-ever  year,  with  a classic 
August  peak;  the  Strathclyde  individual  was,  however,  exceptionally  early. 

Arctic  Warbler  Phylloscopus  borealis  (19.  133,  3) 

Orkney  North  Ronaldsay,  first-winter,  20th  September  (R.  J.  SalTord.  B.  C.  Sheldon  et  at.). 
Shetland  Fair  Isle.  1 2th  September  (A.  Illingworth, J.  Regan.  N.J.  Riddiford  et  at.).  Norwick. 
Unst,  10th  September  (G.  Petrie,  I.  Sandison). 

1978  Norfolk  Blakenev  Point,  8th  September  (N.  Bostock.  E.  I.  Myers  et  at.). 

1985  Highland  Wick,  Caithness,  30th  September  to  2nd  October  (K.  W.  Banks,  S.  G. 
Mackay). 

(Northern  Fenno-Scandia,  east  to  Alaska)  Irish  records  rejected  after  a 
review  by  the  Irish  Rare  Birds  Committee  include  those  on  Cape  Clear 
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Island,  Co.  Cork,  on  29th  August  1961  (accepted  as  Greenish)  and  on  27th 
September  1976.  A belated  record  accepted  is  of  one  on  Loop  Head,  Co. 
Clare,  on  6th  September  1986.  A below-average  year,  but  very  typical 
pattern. 

Pallas’s  Warbler  Phylloscopus  proregulus  (3,  354,  37) 

Cornwall  The  Lizard,  31st  October  (B.  Cave).  Porthgwarra,  31st  October  to  1st  November 
(C.  C.  Barnard,  L.  P.  Williams). 

Dorset  Portland,  20th  October  (G.  Walbridge  et  at.);  31st  October  to  1st  November,  two,  31st 
(D.  & G.  Walbridge  el  at.). 

Essex  Holland  Haven,  28th  October  (G.  C.  Bond,  L.  Steward  el  at.);  24th  November  (P. 
Whiteman).  Holliwell  Point,  two,  1st  November  (A.  Beardwell,  A.  Cook,  J.  Torino). 
Gwynedd  Bardsey,  7th  to  8th  November,  trapped  7th  (T.  Collins  et  at.). 

Humberside  Spurn,  9,  trapped,  17th  October  (J.  K.  Baker  et  at.);  9,  29th  to  30th,  trapped 
29th  (N.  A.  Bell,  J.  Cudworth  el  at.). 

Kent  Sandwich  Bay,  two,  one  trapped,  20th  October  (D.  M.  Batchelor,  A.  Sapsford  el  at.). 
Dungeness,  28th  October  (D.  A.  Coleman,  N.  Odin);  31st  (N.  R.  Davies);  first-winter,  5th  to 
9th  November,  trapped  6th  (N.  Odin  et  at.).  Foreness,  5th  November  (M.  H.  Davies  et  at.). 
Norfolk  Holkham  Meals,  21st  to  22nd  October  (A.  I.  Bloomfield,  J.  R.  McCallum);  24th  to 
29th  November,  two,  24th  (J.  B.  Kemp  et  at.).  Cley,  29th  October  (P.  & D.  Lambert,  D.  J.  & 
Z.  C.  Pearson  et  at.).  Blakeney  Point,  4th  to  5th  November  (R.  Fowling  et  at.).  Paston,  6th 
November  (J.  R.  Appleton).  Waxham,  6th  to  7th  November  (B.  A.  & C.  A.  Buttle).  Lodge 
Marsh,  Wells,  8th  November  (J.  R.  McCallum). 

Scilly  St  Mary’s,  1st  to  2nd  November  (C.  D.  R.  Heard  et  at.). 

Shetland  Fair  Isle,  20th  October  (J.  N.  Dymond);  three,  one  trapped,  30th  (J.  R.  Allan,  S.  J. 
Aspinall,  N.  J.  Riddiford  et  at.). 

Shropshire  Pelwall,  trapped,  18th  November  (G.  Austin,  J.  Langford). 

Suffolk  Landguard,  31st  October  (C.  Lamsdell). 

Wight,  Isle  of  St  Catherine’s  Point,  22nd  to  23rd  October  (R.  P.  Attrill  et  at.). 

Yorkshire,  North  Filey,  30th  October  (P.  M.  Scanlan  et  at.);  another,  31st  (J.  F.  Turner); 
another,  7th  to  8th  November  (J.  E.  Turner  et  a/.)(fig.  6). 
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Fig.  6.  Pallas’s  Warbler  Phylloscopus  proregulus , North  Yorkshire,  November  1987  [Jane  E. 

Turner) 

1986  Dorset  Hengistbury  Head,  7th  to  1 1th  November  (S.  Davey  et  at.). 

1986  Sussex,  West  Climping,  1 1th  November  (Brit.  Birds  80:  562),  also  15th  November,  7th 
December  (P.  A.  Rolph). 

1986  Wight,  Isle  of  St  Catherine’s  Point,  15th  November  (S.  Smith,  K.  Turner). 


Rare  birds  in  Great  Britain  in  1987 


585 


(Central,  East  and  Southern  Asia)  Also  one  at  Galley  Head,  Co.  Cork, 
on  7th  and  8th  November.  Still  a star  attraction,  despite  its  upsurge  earlier 
this  decade;  this  is  the  best  year  since  the  vast  influx  of  1982.  A number  of 
records  (notably  from  Suffolk)  remain  to  be  assessed.  In  1982,  the  main 
arrival  (of  a staggering  annual  total  of  126)  was  in  mid  October,  and,  in 
the  first  ‘big  year'  of  1968,  late  October  was  the  prime  time.  The  year  1986 
showed  signs  of  a return  to  the  earlier  end-of-October/early-November 
peak  period,  and  1987  increased  that  trend.  The  year  1987  saw  a large 
influx  in  Denmark  (at  least  15)  and  the  highest  annual  total  (42)  in 
Sweden  (Brit.  Birds  81:  337). 

Radde’s  Warbler  Phylloscopus  schwarzi  (1,  50,  10) 

Gwynedd  Bardsey,  29th  October  (T.  Collins,  C.  Felton,  G.  McLardy). 

Humberside  Spurn,  1st  to  4th  October,  trapped  1st,  4th  (J.  Cudworth,  A.J.  Gramauskas,  T. 
Robinson  el  at.);  5th  to  I 1th,  trapped  1 1th  (j.  Cudworth,  J.  E.  Dale,  G.J.  Speight  el  at.). 
Kent  Dungeness,  first-winter,  20th  to  21st  October,  trapped  20th  (S.  NlcMinn  et  at  ). 
Norfolk  Holkham  Meals,  2nd  October  (C.  1).  Elliot,  M.J.  Everett,  K.  Morton). 

Scilly  St  Mary’s,  Kith  to  18th  October  (1).  M.  Harris,  B.  E.  Wright  el  at.):  20th  October  (P. 
Bristow,  \1.  Fiszer  et  at.). 

Shetland  Fair  Isle,  first-winter,  trapped,  2nd  October  (A.  Banwell,  N.  J.  Riddiford  el  at.). 
Scatness,  3rd  October  (P.  1).  Dean,  J.  N.  Dvmond,  Dr  C.  F.  Mackenzie  el  at  ). 

Yorkshire,  North  Filey,  20th  to  21st  October,  trapped  21st  (S.  Cochrane.  H.  J.  Whitehead  et 
at.). 

(Central  and  East  Asia)  The  best  annual  total  other  than  the  record 
dozen  in  1982. 

Dusky  Warbler  Phylloscopus  fuscatus  (1,  50,  13) 

Essex  The  Naze,  22nd  October  (C.  J.  Mackenzie-Grieve  et  at.). 

Gwynedd  Bardsey,  first-winter  O',  trapped,  7th  November  ( 1 . Collins,  P.  Jenks). 

Kent  Reculver,  19th  to  23rd  October  (Dr  A.  M.  Hanby.  C.  Hindle  el  at.).  Sandwich  Bay. 
trapped,  25th  October  (J-  Frazer,  J.  N.  Hollyer  et  at.).  Minnis  Bay,  31st  October  to  2nd 
November  (Dr  A.  M.  Hanby,  J.  Young  el  at.).  Dungeness,  31st  October  to  2nd  November, 
trapped  3 1 si  (B.  Banson,  J.  R.  H.  Clements,  S.  NlcMinn  et  at.). 

Norfolk  Blakeney  Point,  3rd  to  4th  October,  trapped  4th  (D.  Atkinson,  S.  J.  M.  Gantlett.  P. 
Hobson  et  at.).  Happisburgh,  7th  to  1 1th  November  (M.  S.  Cavanagh,  M.  I.  Fldridge.  A.  M. 
Stoddart  et  at.). 

Shetland  Fair  Isle,  first-winter,  trapped,  14th  October  (J.  R.  Allan,  Jr  N.  Dvmond.  N.  J. 
Riddiford  et  al.)\  fith  November  (S.  J.  Aspinall,  N.  J.  Riddiford  el  at.).  Dale  of  Walls.  30th 
October  (Dr  C.  F.  Mackenzie). 

(Central  and  Northeast  to  Southern  Asia)  In  Ireland,  one  at  the  Old 
Head  of  Kinsale,  Co.  Cork,  on  31st  October  and  1st  November  and  one  on 
Cape  Clear  Island,  Co.  Cork,  on  1st  November.  Easily  the  best  year  yet, 
continuing  the  extraordinary  reflection  of  the  pattern  of  Radde  s 
Warblers. 

Bonelli’s  Warbler  Phylloscopus  bonelli  (3,  92,  2) 

Kent  St  Margaret’s,  28th  April  (I.  P.  Hodgson). 

Scilly  St  Mary’s,  30th  September  (J.  G.  T.  Hamilton,  K.  R.  Lloyd  et  at.):  presumed  same.  8th 
to  10th  October,  identified  as  first-winter  with  call-note  resembling  that  of  eastern  race  P b. 
orientalis  (C.  Fentiman,  M.  Reid.  Nl.  T.  Wilson  et  at.). 

1986  Scilly  St  Agnes,  1st  September  (V.  A.  Stratton). 

(Central,  West  and  South  Europe,  Levant  and  Northwest  Africa)  In  the 
1972  report,  it  was  noted  that  only  two  of  13  records  in  three  years  were  in 
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late  autumn,  and  one  of  those,  at  least,  was  of  the  eastern  race  orientalis  (at 
Spurn  on  15th  October  1970).  Perhaps  the  split  between  early  southern 
birds  and  late  eastern  ones  is  typical. 

»♦ 

Collared  Flycatcher  Ficedula  albicollis  (2,  14,  0) 

1986  Shetland  Fair  Isle,  first-winter,  trapped,  8th  October  (A.  J.  Liven,  M.  G.  PenningU'n, 
X.  J.  Riddiford  el  a/.). 

(Central  and  Southeast  Europe  and  West  Russia)  The  May  1985  record 
from  Norfolk  remains  under  consideration.  This  is  the  first  autumn  record 
since  1962. 

Penduline  Tit  Remiz  pendulums  (0,  12,  5) 

Norfolk  Hickling,  in  song,  4th  to  10th  April  (11.  J.  Hewitt,  R.  Rowe  el  at.). 

Sussex,  East  Pett  Level,  adult,  4th  October  (Mrs  J.  Y.  Bale,  Mrs  J.  M.  Butt  el  at.).  Near  St 
Leonard's,  two  adults,  one  first-winter,  26th  to  27th  October  (observers'  names  withheld).  „ 
1986  Merseyside  Moreton,  immature,  14th  September  (J.  G.  Jones). 

(Western  Europe  to  Manchuria)  With  the  late  1986  acceptance,  this 
species  has  made  an  almost  annual  appearance  in  this  report  since  1980 
(there  was  none  in  1985),  although  in  two  years  the  birds  were  simply 
hanging  on  from  a previous  arrival. 

Brown  Shrike  Lanins  cristatus  (0,  1 , 0) 

1985  Shetland  Sumburgh,  adult,  80th  September  to  2nd  October  (M.  S.  Chapman.  1). 
Coutts,  G.  J.  Fitchett  el  at.). 

(Central  and  East  Asia)  The  first  record  for  Britain  and  Ireland.  The 
1978  report  warned  observers  of  the  possibility  of  Brown  Shrike  occurring 
in  western  Europe,  but  it  was  A.  R.  Dean’s  paper  on  field  characters  of 
Isabelline  L.  isabellinus  and  Brown  Shrikes  (Brit.  Birds  75:  395-406)  that 
really  helped  to  point  out  the  possibility  and  presented  a tentative  review 
of  identification  criteria. 

Isabelline  Shrike  Lanins  isabellinus  (1,  17,  1) 

Devon  Wembury,  first-winter,  showing  characters  closest  to  /..  i.  phoenicuroides , 8th  November 
(N.  Bray,  R.  Eynon  el  at.). 

(South  Asia  to  China)  This  species  is  removed  from  the  Irish  list 
following  the  review  by  the  Irish  Rare  Birds  Committee  of  records  at  Cape 
Clear  Island,  Co.  Cork,  on  9th  and  10th  October  1962  and  20th  August 
1976.  An  October  record  from  Shetland  and  a November  record  from 
Norfolk  remain  under  consideration.  There  were  November  records  in 
1982  and  1984,  the  latter  also  in  Devon. 

Lesser  Grey  Shrike  Lanins  minor  (32,  95,  1) 

Hereford  Sc  Worcestershire  Wythall,  cf,  4th  June  (J.  Bishop,  G.  C.  Hunt). 

1959  Humberside  Spurn  (then  Yorkshire),  12th  Ma\  (J.  S.  Armilage,  A.  R.  Hall). 

(South  and  East  Europe  and  Southwest  Asia)  The  1959  record  is  the 
only  one  for  that  year,  and  better  late  than  never;  a late  record  also  comes 
from  Ireland,  with  a juvenile  at  Ballycotton,  Co.  Cork,  on  6th  September 
1985.  The  single  in  1987  continues  a run  of  rather  poor  years.  Until  the 
1950s,  this  was  a very  rare  vagrant;  in  the  1960s,  records  increased,  with 
up  to  seven  a year,  and  this  continued  until  1977.  Since  then,  there  have 
only  once  been  more  than  three  in  a year. 


587 


Rare  birds  in  Great  Britain  in  1987 

Great  Grey  Shrike  Lanins  excubitor  (1,2,  0) 

An  individual  showing  the  characters  of  the  southern  and  eastern  Siberian 
race  L.  e.  pallidirostris  was  recorded  as  follows: 

1986  Suffolk  Landguard,  trapped,  6th  December  (M.  C.  Marsh  et  at.). 

(Southern  and  Eastern  Siberia)  The  two  previous  records,  referred  to  in 
the  reports  as  ‘Steppe  Grey  Shrike’,  were  both  on  Fair  Isle,  on  21st 
September  1956  and  on  18th  October  1964.  This  species  may  be  ‘split',  so 
watch  out. 


Woodchat  Shrike  Lanins  senator  (101,  400,  10) 

Cornwall  I he  I.izard,  O*,  18th  April  (Mr  & Mrs  I).  J.  .Leigh);  presumed  same,  24th  to  26th 
(A.  R.  & H.  C.  Pay).  Hayle,  O",  30th  April  to  1st  May  (I..  P.  Williams  el  at.).  Porthgwarra,  9’ 
4th  to  6tli  May  (H.  P.  K.  Robinson,  M.  P.  Semmens  el  at.). 

Devon  Prawle,  0\  4th  May  (J.  Bragg,  K.  fucker,  N.  Ward). 

Dorset  Portland,  first-summer  Q\  trapped,  5th  May  (P.  Howlett.  M.  Rogers  el  at.). 

Kent  Dungeness,  first-summer  0\  26th  April  (C.  1).  Powell  el  a/.). 

Lancashire  Fairhaven,  juvenile,  29th  to  31st  August  (E.  Stirling  el  at.). 

Scilly  Samson,  probably  first-summer  O".  17th  to  23rd  April  (J.  M.  Hurley,  J.  & J. 
Protherough  el  at.).  St  Agnes,  juvenile,  22nd  August  to  about  19th  September  (W.  H. 
Wagstaff  el  at.). 

Sussex,  West  Pagham  Harbour,  juvenile,  14th  to  15th  August  (C.  M & Mrs  B.  James,  I.  R. 
Watts  el  at.). 

1974  Scilly  St  Agnes,  juvenile,  dead,  4th  September  (C.  Rutter,  I).  Smallshire  el  at.). 

1986  Dumfries  8c  Galloway  I.org,  High  Water  of  Ken,  9-  23rd  July  to  17th  August  (M 
Kery,  A.  1).  Watson  el  at.). 

1986  Humberside  Bempton  Cliffs,  probable  O",  22nd  to  26th  May  (M  Davies  el  at.). 

(West,  Central  and  South  Europe,  Southwest  Asia  and  North  Africa) 
There  was  one  in  Ireland  in  1986:  at  Great  Saltee,  Co.  Wexford,  from  3rd 
to  8th  May.  A fair  showing  from  this  very  consistent  and  always-exciting 
species. 

Nutcracker  Nucifraga  caryocatactes  (45,  357,  1) 

Cambridgeshire  Cherry  Hinton,  Cambridge,  13th  February  (Mrs  J.  Warner). 

(Eurasia  from  Scandinavia  and  the  Alps  to  Kamchatka  and  China)  This 
remains  an  elusive,  erratic  and  rare  sjjecies,  more  expected  in  late  autumn 
than  in  midwinter. 

Daurian  Starling  Stumus  stuminus  (0,  1,  0) 

1985  Shetland  Fair  Isle,  7th  to  28th  May.  trapped  21st  (P.  V Harvey.  \.  J.  Riddiford,  K.  B. 
Shepherd  el  at.). 

(East  Asia)  The  first  record  for  Britain  and  Ireland  (accepted  in 
Category  A).  Surely  one  of  the  most  unexpected  birds  ever  (if  only 
because  many  of  us  had  never  heard  of  it).  The  species  breeds  from 
Transbaikalia  south  through  Mongolia,  and  winters  in  Southeast  Asia  and 
Java.  The  first  record  for  Norway  was  on  29th  September  1985. 

Rose-coloured  Starling  Stumus  roseus  (160,  165,  9) 

Grampian  Near  Dufftown,  adult,  13th  June  to  5th  July  (M.J.  H.  Cook.  J.  Dunbar  el  at.) (Bril. 
Birds  80:  plate  253;  81:  plate  295). 

Norfolk  Stalham,  adult,  14th  to  25th  June  (D.  J.  Holman  el  at.). 

Scilly  St  Man  ’s,  juvenile,  7th  to  13th  September  (W.  H.  Wagstaff  et  at.):  juvenile  moulting  to 
first-winter,  5th  November  to  at  least  7th  December  (C.  D.  R.  Heard  et  at.). 
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Staffordshire  Hockley,  Tamworth,  adult,  27th  July  (W.  Hayes,  J.  Oliver). 

Strathclyde  Port  Wemyss  and  Portnahaven,  Islay,  adult,  10th  August  to  3rd  September 
(M.  C.  Collis,  Dr  M.  A.  Ogilvie  el  at.). 

Surrey  Normandy,  Guildford,  adult,  17th  October  to  6th  January  1988  (J.  M.  Clark,  Mr  & 
Mrs  J.  R.  Romaine,  Mr  & Mrs  D.  R.  Tier  el  a/.)(plates  87  & 306). 


306.  Adult  Rose-coloured  Starling  Stumus  roseus,  Surrey,  November  1987  (Dominic  Mitchell) 

Tyne  & Wear  Sunderland,  adult,  3rd  to  5th  July  (P.  Boughton,  A.  & Mrs  R.  Donnison  el  at.). 

1985  Highland  YVatten  Mains,  Caithness,  adult,  25th  September  (S.  Manson). 

1986  Cornwall  Davidstow,  juvenile,  21st  September  (N.  J.  Cabbie  el  at.). 

1986  Shetland  Noss,  possibly  first-summer,  14th  to  18th  June,  East  Burra,  first-summer, 
23rd  to  28th  June  (Brit.  Birds  80:  563),  considered  same  (per  J.  N.  Dymond),  still  present  29th 
(J.  Regan  el  at.). 

(Southeast  Europe  and  Southwest  Asia)  Also  an  adult  at  Enniscorthy, 
Co.  Wexford,  on  12th  July.  An  average  year,  with  a summer  record  in 
Scotland  and  autumn  juveniles  in  Scilly  conforming  to  the  usual  pattern. 

Philadelphia  Vireo  Vireo  philadelphicus  (0,  1,1) 

Scilly  Tresco,  first-winter,  10th  to  13th  October  (J.  Brodie  Good,  R.  A.  Kilby  el  at.). 

(North  America)  One  of  the  best  finds  of  the  autumn,  this  came  quickly 
after  the  first  Western  Palearctic  record  in  Ireland,  only  two  days  short  of 
exactly  two  years  earlier.  Will  it  follow  the  example  of  some  other  recent 
additions  to  the  list  and  crop  up  again  soon? 

Red-eyed  Vireo  Vireo  olivaceus  (1,  36,  6) 

Cornwall  Nanquidno,  first-winter,  9th  October  (K.  G.  Croft,  A.  Davies,  P.  Wheeler  el  at.). 
Trevail,  first-winter,  trapped  17th,  25th  October  (G.  Gynn). 

Devon  East  Prawle,  first-winter,  11th  to  17th  October  (P.  M.  Mayer,  \1.  C.  Powell,  A.  L. 
Stewart  et  at.). 

Dorset  Hengislbury  Head,  first-winter,  12th  October  (P.  Morrison,  D.  N.  Smith  et  al.). 
Scilly  St  Mary’s,  first-winter,  9th  to  1 1th  October  (G.  N.  Smith  el  at.).  St  Agnes,  first-winter, 
9th  to  16th  October  (M.  L.  Passant  et  al.). 

1985  Highland  Wick,  Caithness,  first-winter,  13th  to  16th  October  (K.  W.  Banks  et  al.). 

(North  America)  The  year  1985’s  record  total  moves  on  to  ten,  plus 
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three  in  Ireland;  1987  beats  1981  (when  there  were  five)  to  take  its  place  as 
second-best  year  ever.  Seventeen  have  been  in  Scilly  (matching  Blackpoll 
Warbler  Dendroica  striata),  the  rest  quite  widely  spread,  but  the  1985  record 
above  is  the  first  in  Scotland.  I here  are  six  late-September  records; 
otherwise,  the  first  hall  of  October  is  the  almost  invariable  period  of 
arrival . 


Arctic  Redpoll  Carduelis  homemanni  (30,  117,  3) 

Gwynedd  Bardsey,  3rd  to  4th  May  (S.  Anderson,  T.  Collins,  P.  Slade  el  at.). 

Shetland  Fair  Isle,  25th  September  to  2nd  October  (K.  Osborn.  N.  }.  Riddiford  el  at.);  12th 
October  (R.  J.  & S.  J.  Aspinall  el  at.). 

1984  Humberside  Spurn,  7th  November  (S.  L.  James). 

1985  Humberside  Spurn,  first-winter  cf,  14th  to  1 7th  January,  trapped  17th  (B.  R.  Spence). 
Saltend  Marsh,  25th  November  (S.  L.  James). 

1985  Norfolk  Holkham  Meals,  14th  April  (M.  C.  Buckland  el  at.),  probably  additional  to 
those  already  published  (Brit.  Birds  80:  565). 

1986  Norfolk  VV  interton  Dunes,  26  January  (P.  R.  Colston,  A.  J.  Livett);  probably  another, 
16th  February  (T.  H.  Barker). 

1986  Suffolk  Benacre,  18th  February  (P.  M.  Beeson,  1).  R.  Powell). 

(Circumpolar  Arctic)  A normal  year  after  the  sudden  bursts  of  1984  and 
1985.  T he  May  record  from  Gwynedd  is,  however,  exceptional. 

Two-barred  Crossbill  Loxia  leucoptera  (40,  26,  1) 

Shetland  Bigton,  juvenile  0\  1 1th  to  19th  August,  trapped  I 1th  (J.  Morton  el  at.). 

1986  Central  Region  Carron  Valley  Forest,  9,  since  14th  October  1985  to  31st  Marc  h (Brit. 
Birds  80:  566),  19th  April  (G.  J.  Etherington). 

(Northeast  Europe,  North-central  Asia,  northern  North  America  and 
West  Indies)  After  the  appeal  in  the  report  for  1985,  the  record  from  the 
New  Forest  in  1984  remains  under  active  consideration,  as  do  11  further 
reports  from  the  Northern  Isles  in  1987. 

Parrot  Crossbill  Loxia  pytyopsittacus  (10,  220,  1) 

Highland  Locality  withheld,  first-winter  cf,  1 1th  to  at  least  22nd  March,  trapped  1 1th  (R.  H. 
Dennis,  R.  Proctor  et  at.). 

1985  Derbyshire  Longshaw  and  Padley  area,  three  juveniles,  27th  June,  3rd.  1 3th  July  (P.  A. 
Ardron,  A.  Worthy). 

1986  Suffolk  Locality  withheld.  O',  two  99  or  immatures,  at  least  8th  March,  cf.  17th  (Bril. 
Birds  80:  566);  nearby  locality,  two,  at  least  one  0\  presumed  of  same,  16th  February  (M.  D. 
Crewe). 

(Scandinavia  and  West  Russia)  After  recent  events,  it  is  good  to  see  that 
the  species  has  not  entirely  deserted  us,  yet. 


Trumpeter  Finch  Bucanetes  githagineus  (0,  5,  1) 

Northumberland  Holy  Island,  cf,  1st  August  (R.  K.  Stephenson). 

(Southeast  Spain,  Canary  Islands,  Northern  Africa  and  Southwest  Asia) 
The  second  in  autumn;  why  they  have  begun  to  turn  up  here  remains  a 
mystery',  and  little  real  pattern  has  yet  emerged  (three  in  May,  one  in 
June,  one  in  August,  one  in  September,  from  West  Sussex  to  Sutherland 
and  Orkney).  M.  Greenwood  has  commented  on  the  note  by  P.  James 
(Brit.  Birds  79:  299-300),  reaffirming  that  the  absence  of  a ring  does  not 
necessarily  rule  out  captive  origin,  that  feather  abrasion  of  captive  birds  is 
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quite  rare  and  that  Trumpeter  Finches,  though  quite  rare  in  captivity,  are 
offered  for  sale  by  British  dealers. 

Black-and-white  Warbler  Mniotilta  varia  (1,  9,  1) 

Devon  East  Prawle,  8th  to  15th  October  (N.  L.  Trigg  et  at.). 

(North  America)  This  is  a remarkable  American  passerine,  with  one  in 
Shetland  in  1936,  no  more  until  one  in  Scilly  in  1975,  and  now  nine  more 
since  then;  and  only  one  of  those  in  Scilly,  where  it  might  be  expected  to 
be  most  regular.  This  is  the  second  for  Devon. 

Northern  Parula  Panda  americana  (0,  10,  1) 

Cornwall  Nanquidno,  Cf,  13th  to  23rd  October  (A.  Rosier,  F.  A.  Wain  et  at.). 

(North  America)  A typical  date  for  this  delicate  vagrant. 

Chestnut-sided  Warbler  Dendroica  pensylvanica  (0,  1,  0) 

1985  Shetland  Fetlar,  first-year,  20th  September  (M.  A.  & Mrs  V.  \1.  Peacock). 

(North  America)  The  first  record  for  Britain  and  Ireland. 

Yellow-rumped  Warbler  Dendroica  coronata  (1,  15,  1) 

(North  America)  There  was  a juvenile  at  Loop  Head,  Co.  Clare,  from 
31st  October  to  2nd  November  1986  and,  in  1987,  a male  at  Cape  Clear 
Island,  Co.  Cork,  on  8th  and  9th  October. 

Blackpoll  Warbler  Dendroica  striata  (0,  24,  1) 

Scilly  Tresco,  first-winter,  12th  to  22nd  October  (M.  Cade,  N'.  C.  Moores,  G.  Walbridge  et 
at.). 

(North  America)  The  seventeenth  for  Scilly. 

American  Redstart  Setophaga  ruticilla  (0,  7,  0) 

1985  Hampshire  Winchester  College  Water  Meadows,  first-winter  cf,  4th  to  6th  October 
(A.  Baldock,  D.  Jackman,  S.  K.  Wooley). 

(North  America)  Perhaps  not  ideally  placed  for  hundreds  of  observers 
to  see  it.  The  year  1985  was  already  on  record  as  a sensational  autumn  for 
American  landbirds,  with  a wide  geographical  scatter  as  well  as 
exceptional  numbers  and  variety.  Two  extra  species  for  the  British  list 
plus  this  lovely  American  Redstart  make  it  that  much  more  extraordinary. 

Wilson’s  Warbler  Wilsonia  pusilla  (0,  1,  0) 

1985  Cornwall  Rame  Head,  d\  13th  October  (R.  Burridge,  k.  Fellow,  R.  Smaldon  et  at.) 
(plate  301 ). 

(North  America)  The  first  record  for  Britain  and  Ireland. 

Savannah  Sparrow  Ammodramus  sandwichensis  (0,  1,1) 

Shetland  Fair  Isle,  first-winter,  30th  September  to  1st  October,  trapped  30th  (P.J.  Fllis,  N.J. 
Riddiford  et  at.). 

(North  America,  Mexico  and  Guatemala)  First  recorded  as  recently  as 
April  1982,  but  predicted  as  a possible  American  vagrant  (Brit.  Birds  73: 
448-457),  now  reconfirming  that  promise,  and  a major  prize  for  Fair  Isle. 
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White-throated  Sparrow  Zonotrichia  albicollis  (1,  13,  2) 

Shetland  Norwick,  Unst,  13th  to  15th  May  (G.  Gray,  M.  Sinclair,  I.  Spence  et  at.).  Kergord, 
16th  June  (C.  & 1).  K.  Lamsdell)(fin7.  Birds  80:  plate  256;  81:  plate  307). 


307.  White-throated  Sparrow  Zonotrichia  albicollis , Shetland,  June  1987  ( C . lamsdell) 


(North  America)  One  or  both  may  have  been  first-summer  individuals, 
but  they  difTered  in  plumage  detail.  May  and  June  are  typical  months. 


Pine  Bunting  Emberiza  leucocephalos  (2,  7,  4) 

Orkney  North  Ronaldsay,  first-winter  cf,  trapped,  19th  October,  released  20th  (Miss  A.  F.. 
Duncan,  M.  G.  Pennington  et  at.);  first-winter  cf,  3rd  to  9th  November,  trapped  3rd,  released 
4th  (M.  G.  Pennington  et  al.). 

Shetland  Fair  Isle,  O'.  1 1th  to  20th  October  (R.J.  & S.J.  Aspinall,  K.  Osborn,  N.J.  Riddilord 
et  al.);  9 or  immature,  22nd  October  (S.J.  Aspinall),  probably  same,  aged  as  first-winter  9, 
29th  October  to  13th  November,  trapped  29th  (S.J.  Aspinall,  N.J.  Riddiford  et  al.). 

(Urals,  across  Asia  to  Sakhalin)  A record  year,  like  a better  version  of 
1980,  with  October  and  November  records  on  Fair  Isle;  otherwise  records 
are  in  January,  April  (three)  and  August. 


Rustic  Bunting  Emberiza  rustica  (34,  156,  12) 

Dorset  Portland,  20th  to  22nd  October  (G.  Walbridge  et  al.). 

Dyfed  Skomer,  O'.  31st  May  (M.  Greenhalgh, J.  Hayes,  S.J.  SutclifFe). 

Lothian  Skateraw’,  9*  26th  May  (G.  Anderson,  A.  Brown,  P.  R.  Gordon  et  al.). 

Norfolk  Cley,  O'.  23rd  May  (M.  R.  Leven  et  al.). 

Orkney  Stronsay,  21st  October  (J-  F.  Holloway,  D.  Peace)(fig.  7). 

Shedand  Fair  Isle,  sex  indeterminate.  22nd  May  (DrJ.  R.  Allan,  P.  A.  T.  Clabbum.  N.J. 
Riddiford  et  al.);  O'.  4th  to  5th June,  trapped  4th  (DrJ.  R.  Allan,  S.J.  Aspinall.  N.J.  Riddiford 
et  al.);  9.  8th  to  9th  June  (Dr  j.  R.  Allan.  N.J.  Riddiford  et  al.);  23rd  to  24th  September  (M. 
Corner,  N.J.  Riddiford  et  al.);  2nd  October  (B.  Reed.  N.  J.  Riddiford  et  al.).  Out  Skerries.  3rd 
to  21st  October,  trapped  8th,  16th  (Dr  B.  Marshall,  E.  Fait). 

Strathclyde  Hvnish.  Tiree,  0".  4th  June  (M.  J.  Everett.  M.  Green.  A.  Knight  et  al.). 

(Northeast  Europe  across  to  North  Asia)  A fine  year  for  this  perky 
bunting;  May  and  October  are  the  classic  months,  and  the  rather  wide 
scatter  of  localities  is  also  typical. 
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Fig.  7.  Rustic  Bunting  Emberiza  ruslica,  Orkney,  October  1987  (J.  F.  Holloway ) 


Little  Bunting  Emberiza  pusilla  (93,  298,  35) 

Berkshire  Datchet,  18th  to  at  least  31st  January  (C.  1).  R.  Heard  el  at.). 

Buckinghamshire  Woodlands  Park,  Iver  Heath,  0\  17th  March  to  26th  April  when  in  song 
(C.  D.  R.  Jones,  R.  J.  Safford  et  at.). 

Devon  Prawle  Point,  23rd  October  (1).  A.  Cope).  Lundy,  25th  October  (A.  H.J.  Harr  op  et 
at.). 

Essex  East  Mersea,  25th  October  (C.  A.  Harvey,  R.  P.  Hull,  A.  Undrill). 

Gwynedd  Bardsey,  9'  trapped,  9th  May  (S.  Anderson,  T.  Collins  el  at.)\  1st  October  (P.  J. 
Donnelly,  I).  Okines  el  at.). 

Northumberland  Hauxley,  18th  to  20th  September  (I.  Fisher  el  at.). 

Orkney  Near  Kirkwall,  22nd  September  (R.  J.  Wilkinson).  North  Ronaldsay,  at  least  four: 
2nd  to  7th  October  (P.  A.  Gammage,  J.  Young  el  at.);  5th  to  12th  (Dr  A.  M.  Hanby.  R.  E. 
Innes  el  at.);  29th  (M.  G.  Pennington,  Dr  K.  F.  Woodbridge  el  at.)-,  probably  same,  3rd 
November  (M.  G.  Pennington);  7th  to  16th  November,  trapped  8th  (Miss  A.  E.  Duncan, 
C.  C.  McGuigan,  J.  J.  Sweeney  et  at.). 

Scilly  St  Agnes,  4th  October  (R.  A.  Hargreaves,  C.  I).  R.  Heard  el  at.);  18th  (J.  1).  Holding,  A. 
Noeske  et  at.).  St  Mary’s,  1 1th  to  16th  October  (J.  Gates,  G.  K.  Gordon,  P.  N.  Prior  el  at.); 
23rd  to  at  least  27th  (C.  D.  R.  Heard  el  at.).  Fresco,  I 1th  to  14th  October  (D.  Middleton  el 
a/.);  25th  to  3rd  November,  two,  29th  to  2nd  (R.  A.  Filby,  K.  E.  Yinicombe  el  at.). 
Shetland  Fair  Isle,  at  least  nine:  21st  September  (Mrs  S.  M.  Johns  el  at.);  21st  to  27th  (S.  J. 
Aspinall,  J.  N.  Dymond,  K.  Osborn  el  at.);  1st  to  4th  October  (S.J.  Aspinall, J.  R.  Delve  el  at.); 
2nd  to  5th  (N.J.  Riddiford  el  at.);  2nd  to  9th,  trapped  7th  (S.J.  Aspinall  el  at.)’,  4th  to  7th  (S.J. 
Aspinall,  N.J.  Riddiford  el  at.)-,  12th  to  20th  (N.J.  Riddiford  el  at .);  29th  to  1st  November 
(J.  R.  Allan,  S.  J.  Aspinall,  N.  J.  Riddiford  et  at.);  31st  (J.  R.  Allan,  S.  J.  Aspinall  el  at.).  Out 
Skerries,  22nd  to  23rd  September  (Dr  C.  F.  Mackenzie  el  at.):  1st  to  at  least  13th  October, 
trapped  4th  (Dr  B.  Marshall,  E.  l ait);  first-winter,  8th  to  23rd,  trapped  13th  (E.  & M.  Fait). 
Suffolk  Eandguard,  trapped,  19th  October  (D.  P.  Butterfield.  J.  Grant  el  at.). 

Sussex,  East  Litlington,  trapped,  4th  October  (I).  A.  & T.  W.  Parmenter  el  at.). 

1986  Essex  Eandguard  Point,  first-winter,  trapped,  10th  October  (Bril.  Birds  80:  567),  locality 
is  in  Suffolk. 

1986  Humberside  Spurn,  15th  October  (N.  A.  Bell,  I.  Crowther);  probably  same,  18th  (I.  J. 
Degnam,  1).  Page,  J.  M.  Turton). 

1986  Shetland  Whalsay,  8th  to  12th  October  (Dr  B.  Marshall). 
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1986  Suffolk  See  1986  Essex  above. 

1986  Yorkshire,  North  Skipton,  21st  September  (P.  M.  Wright). 

(Northeast  Europe  and  North  Asia)  One  was  on  Dursey  Island,  Co. 
Cork,  on  3rd  October.  Also  one  on  Guernsey,  Channel  Islands,  on  20th 
October.  \\  inter  records  are  still  unusual,  but  appear  to  be  becoming 
more  frequent.  Otherwise,  a fairly  typical  batch. 


Yellow-breasted  Bunting  Emberiza  aureola  (10,  1 19,  5) 

Shetland  Fair  Isle,  five  9?  or  immatures:  27th  to  28th  August  (S.  J.  Aspinall);  2nd 
September  (S.J.  Aspinall,  M.  O’Rourke  el  at.);  15th  to  16th  (D.  R.  W.  Gilmore.  J.  P.  Hunt, 
R.  J.  Martin  et  at.);  16th  September  (J.  N.  Dymond,  S.J.  \1.  Gantlett,  N.  J.  Riddiford  el  at.); 
20th  (R.  J.  Amfield,  N.  J.  Riddiford  el  at.). 

(Northeast  Europe  across  North  Asia)  The  record  of  one  at  Gape  Clear 
Island,  Co.  Cork,  on  11th  October  1961  is  now'  considered  unacceptable 
by  the  Irish  Rare  Birds  Committee.  Fair  Isle  is  still  the  place. 


Black-headed  Bunting  Emberiza  melanocephala  (9,  61,  4) 

Dyfed  Skokholm,  cf,  26th  May  (A.  Newman). 

Humberside  Broomfleet  Ponds,  0\  20th  June  (T.  A.  Ede). 

Kent  Dungeness,  O",  27th  June  (S.  P.  Clancy  el  al.)(Brit.  Birds  80:  plate  251). 

Scilly  fresco,  Cf,  7th  to  21st  September  (W.  H.  WagstafT et  at.). 

1986  Gwynedd  Carmel  Head,  Anglesey,  O",  18th  May  (S.  Clethro). 

(Southeast  Europe  and  Southwest  Asia)  Another  crop  of  males  (females 
are  not  so  nondescript).  The  1983  report  implied  that  a decline  in  reports 
may  have  been  due  to  reduced  importation  of  birds  from  India,  but  1986 
was  the  seventh  year  since  1958  with  more  than  three  individuals,  and 

1987  becomes  the  eighth;  the  species  has  never  become  more  than  a ven 
rare  vagrant,  usually  in  May  and  June,  though  some  records  in  the  1970s 
were  surprisingly  early  in  May,  or  even  in  April,  well  before  the  species 
arrives  in  strength  in  Southeast  Europe. 


Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  Pheucticus  ludovicianus  (0,  18,  2) 

Scilly  Tresco,  first-winter  9.  9th  to  21st  October  (R.  Crossley,  Miss  I).  Goldsmith,  P.  I.  Holt 
et  at.). 

1985  Devon  Lundy,  first-winter  cf.  trapped.  27th  October  (Brit.  Birds  79:  583).  was  first- 
winter  9- 

(North  America)  Also  a juvenile  female  on  Cape  Clear  Island.  Co.  Cork, 
from  7th  to  24th  October  (plate  302),  and  one  on  Guernsey,  Channel 
Islands,  from  10th  to  13th  October.  With  the  alteration  of  the  Lundy 
record,  the  British  and  Irish  occurrences  of  this  splendid  species  now 
involve  12  males  and  eight  females. 


Bobolink  Dolichonyx  oryzivorus  (0,  14,  0) 

1986  Western  Isles  St  Kilda.  28th  September  (D.  Miller). 

(North  America)  The  second  for  1986,  one  day  before  an  individual  on 
Fair  Isle. 
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Appendix  1.  Category  D species  accepted  (see  Brit.  Birds  64: 
429) 

Blue  Rock  Thrush  Monticola  solitarius  (0,  3,  1) 

Gwynedd  Moel-y-Cest,  near  Portmadoc,  d\  4th  June  (P.  Robinson). 

(Southern  Europe,  Southern  Asia  and  Northwest  Africa)  The  categor- 
isation of  this  species  is  under  consideration  by  the  BOU  Records 
Committee. 

Chestnut  Bunting  Emberiza  rutila  (0,  4,  0) 

1986  Gwynedd  Bardsey,  immature  0",  18th  to  19th  June,  trapped  19th  (J.  Alexander,  T. 
Collins,  D.  Walker  et  at.). 

(East  Asia)  The  comment  in  last  year’s  report  {Brit.  Birds  80:  568)  was 
incorrect;  all  three  records  have  not  been  males,  the  1985  record  on  the 
Isle  of  May  involving  a female  of  undetermined  age.  This  species  is  under 
consideration  for  promotion  to  Category  A. 

Appendix  2.  List  of  records  not  accepted 

1987 

White-billed  Diver  Doonfoot,  Strathclyde,  24th  April;  Peterhead,  Grampian,  15th  May; 
Pennan,  Grampian,  2nd  August.  Pied-billed  Grebe  Otter  Estuary',  Devon,  31st  January. 
Great  White  Egret  Near  Spurn,  Humberside,  28th  June.  Black  Stork  Lamarsh,  SufTolk,  24th 
October.  American  Wigeon  Brimpton  Gravel-pits,  Berkshire,  two,  16th  February;  Elford 
Gravel-pits,  StafTordshire,  6th  to  7th  September;  Stanpit  Marsh,  Dorset,  16th  September; 
Bardsey,  Gwynedd,  30th  September.  King  Eider  Dovercourt,  Essex,  13th  February.  Black 
Kite  Exe  Estuary,  Devon,  26th  January;  Holbrook  Gardens,  SufTolk,  28th  March;  Aldeburgh, 
SufTolk,  19th  April;  Hanningfield  Reservoir,  Essex,  7th  May;  Stanpit  Marsh,  Dorset,  11th 
May;  East  Rudham,  Norfolk,  16th  May;  Titchwell,  Norfolk,  23rd  May;  near  Titchwell,  27th 
May;  Histon,  Cambridgeshire,  28th  May;  Calver,  Derbyshire,  28th  June;  near  Taunton, 
Somerset,  9th  August.  White-tailed  Eagle  Tregaron  Bog,  Dyfed,  21st  November.  Lesser 
Kestrel  Cley,  Norfolk,  13th  September.  Red-footed  Falcon  Wivenhoe,  Essex,  21st  April; 
Tophill  Low  Reservoir,  Humberside,  4th  May;  St  Osyth,  Essex,  9th  May;  Stanpit  Marsh, 
Dorset,  10th  May;  Pow  Hill,  Durham,  24th  May;  Tophill  Low  Reservoir,  Humbr  *,  12th 
June;  Thetford,  Norfolk,  14th  July;  Nesting,  Shetland,  14th  August;  Shoreham,  West  Sussex, 
14th  August;  Halesworth,  SufTolk,  28th  August;  Hengistbury  Head,  Dorset,  24th  September; 
Exminster  Marshes,  Devon,  2nd  November.  Gyrfalcon  Twynholm,  Dumfries  & Galloway, 
25th  February.  Crane  Chawton,  Hampshire,  two,  12th  April;  Bath,  Avon,  26th  June;  Walton- 
on-the-Wolds,  Leicestershire,  twenty,  9th  August;  Darlington,  Durham,  24th  August. 
Collared  Pratincole  Clevedon,  Avon,  14th  June.  Pratincole  Church  Norton,  West  Sussex, 
14th  May;  Northam  Burrows,  Devon,  27th  May;  Harlow,  Essex,  9th  July;  Street,  Somerset, 
2nd  August.  Western  Sandpiper  Stewartby,  Bedfordshire,  12th  September.  Baird’s 
Sandpiper  Dawlish  Warren,  Devon,  2nd  September.  Sharp-tailed  Sandpiper  Don  Estuary, 
Grampian,  4th  to  5th  February;  Stanpit  Marsh,  Dorset,  20th  September.  Broad-billed 
Sandpiper  Pegwell  Bay,  Kent,  23rd  May;  Erodsham,  Cheshire,  19th  October;  22nd  October. 
Great  Snipe  Needwood,  Staffordshire,  4th  October;  St  Leonard’s,  East  Sussex,  9th 
November.  Dowitcher  Martin  Mere,  Lancashire,  1st  May;  Spurn,  Humberside,  8th,  9th 
August;  Holland  Haven,  Essex,  two,  7th  September.  Marsh  Sandpiper  Martin  Mere, 
Lancashire,  18th  August.  Spotted  Sandpiper  Stithians  Reservoir,  Cornwall,  19th  August. 
Laughing  Gull  Aberystwyth,  Dyfed,  9th  March;  Hebburn,  Tyne  & Wear,  6th  September. 
Franklin’s  Gull  Pett  Level,  East  Sussex,  2nd  January.  Bonaparte's  Gull  Taw  Estuary, 
Devon,  20th  January;  Folkestone,  Kent,  18th  July.  Slender-billed  Gull  Anglers  Country 
Park,  South  Yorkshire,  15th  October.  Ring-billed  Gull  T ,ast  Looe  River,  Cornwall,  18th 
January;  William  Girling  Reservoir,  Greater  London,  20th  January;  Lossiemouth,  Grampian, 
4th  February;  Tywyn  Point,  Dyfed,  15th  February;  Doonfoot,  Strathclyde,  12th  March; 
Ynysyfro  Reservoir,  Gwent,  17th  March;  Slimbridge,  Gloucestershire,  10th  April;  nearCaldy 
Island,  Dyfed,  24th  August;  Kildonan,  South  Uist,  Western  Isles,  31st  August;  Titchwell, 
Norfolk,  6th  September;  13th  September;  Southsea,  Hampshire,  17th  to  18th  October; 
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Amroth,  Dyfed,  22nd  November;  Willingdon,  East  Sussex,  29th  November.  Ivory  Gull 
Norih  Ronaldsay,  Orkney,  l()th  December.  Gull-billed  Tern  Hengistbury  Head,  Dorset,  1st 
April;  Rustington,  West  Sussex,  9th  May;  Blakeney  Point,  Norfolk,  1st  September;  Calshot, 
Hampshire,  25th  October;  Pagham  Harbour,  West  Sussex,  28th  October.  Caspian  Tern 
Peachy  Head,  East  Sussex,  27th  May;  Frimley,  Surrey,  22nd  August.  Whiskered  Tern 
Havergate  Island,  Suffolk,  20th  September.  White-winged  Black  Tern  Landguard,  Suffolk. 
12th  August;  Blakeney  Point,  Norfolk,  30th  August.  Chimney  Swift  Wool,  Dorset,  19th 
October.  Pallid  Swift  Ipswich,  Suffolk,  14th  September.  Alpine  Swift  Porthgwarra, 
Cornwall,  19th  August.  Bee-eater  Thu  ruby,  Leicestershire,  11th  July.  Black  Woodpecker 
Dulverton,  Somerset,  11th  May.  Crested  Lark  Barnstaple,  Devon,  7th  March.  Red  -rumped 
Swallow  Black  Gutter  Bottom,  Hampshire,  24th  April;  Sunderland,  Tyne  & Wear,  two,  6th 
October.  Red-throated  Pipit  Near  Tintagel,  Cornwall,  19th  May.  ‘Black-headed’  Yellow 
Wagtail  Bardsey,  Gwynedd,  11th  May.  ‘Siberian’  Stonechat  fresco,  Scilly,  29th  October. 
Isabelline  Wheatear  Retford,  Nottinghamshire,  11th  to  13th  October.  Pied  Wheatear 
Weybourne,  Norfolk,  15th  May;  Treeton,  South  Yorkshire,  7th  to  11th  June.  Black-eared 
Wheatear  Call  of  Man,  24th  May.  Desert  Wheatear  Neumann’s  Flash,  Cheshire,  16th  May; 
North  Ronaldsay,  Orkney,  13th  to  14th  October.  White’s  Thrush  Northam,  Devon,  17th 
January.  Dusky/Naumann’s  Thrush  Worthing,  West  Sussex,  17th  January;  St  Leonard’s, 
Last  Sussex,  January,  date  not  stated;  Bothenhampton,  Dorset,  28lh  April.  American  Robin 
Honiton,  Devon,  30th  December.  Greenish  Warbler  Alum  Bay,  Isle  of  Wight,  4th 
September.  Pallas  s Warbler  Littlehampton,  West  Sussex,  16th  November.  Radde’s 
Warbler  Donna  Nook,  Lincolnshire,  3rd  October.  Dusky  Warbler  Stanpit  Marsh.  Dorset. 
18th  September.  Bonelli’s  Warbler  Folkestone  Warren,  Kent,  5th  July  Nutcracker  Pengan 
Airport,  Mid  Glamorgan,  15th  January.  Rock  Bunting  I idenham  Chase,  Gloucestershire, 
22nd  March.  Rustic  Bunting  Buckie  Loch,  Grampian,  14th  March.  Little  Bunting 
Ringwood,  Hampshire,  3rd  January;  near  Arbroath,  Tayside,  7th  February;  Girdleness, 
Grampian,  two,  21st  October. 

1986 

White-billed  Diver  Hunstanton,  Norfolk,  9th  December.  Cattle  Egret  Bittaford,  Devon, 
13th  April.  Surf  Scoter  Aqualate  Mere,  Staffordshire,  15th  November.  Black  Kite  Balsdean. 
East  Sussex,  21st  August.  Red-footed  Falcon  Holme,  Norfolk,  20th  July.  Gyrfalcon  Fair 
Isle,  Shetland,  20th  February.  Crane  Blacktoft  Sands,  Humberside,  30th  May.  White- 
rumped  Sandpiper  Stanpit  Marsh,  Dorset,  16th  to  18th  September.  Dowitcher  Spurn, 
Humberside,  26th  August.  Laughing  Gull  Church  Norton,  West  Sussex,  16th  November. 
Ring-billed  Gull  South  Walney,  Cumbria,  17th  February;  Aberogwen,  Gwvnedd.  22nd 
April;  Peterborough,  Cambridgeshire,  30th  November.  Gull-billed  Tern  Willen  Lake. 
Buckinghamshire,  9th  to  12th  August.  Sooty  Tern  Near  Newton  of  Mu  rear,  Grampian,  7th 
September;  Loch  Fleet,  Highland,  12th  September.  White-winged  Black  Tern  Porlock 
Marsh,  Somerset,  11th  August.  Snowy  Owl  Exmoor,  Somerset,  23rd  November.  Pallid 
Swift  Blacktoft  Sands,  Humberside,  10th  June.  Red-throated  Pipit  Belvide  Reservoir. 
Staffordshire,  6th  April;  Lodmoor,  Dorset,  16th  August.  White's  Thrush  Kirkwall,  Orkney. 
3rd  January.  Swainson’s  Thrush  Ashley  Green,  Buckinghamshire,  24th  September. 
Greenish  Warbler  Spurn.  Humberside,  26th  August.  Dusky  Warbler  St  Mary  ’s.  Scilly  . 9th 
October.  Collared  Flycatcher  Minchinghampton.  Gloucestershire,  two,  4th  April:  Brvher. 
Scilly,  25th  to  28th  October.  Nutcracker  Eastbridge,  Suffolk,  4th  May.  Rose-coloured 
Starling  Truro,  Cornwall.  1st  November;  Shrewsbury,  Shropshire,  2nd  November.  Arctic 
Redpoll  Winterton  Dunes,  Norfolk,  26th  January;  20th  March;  Molesey  Heath,  Surrey,  15th 
February;  Marlow,  Buckinghamshire,  26th  December.  Two-barred  Crossbill  Talkinhead. 
Cumbria,  6th  May.  Little  Bunting  Marlow,  Buckinghamshire,  4th  April;  Skaw,  I’nst. 
Shetland,  14th  September;  Greenan  Farm,  Ayr,  Strathclyde.  22nd  December. 

1985 

White-billed  Diver  Holy  Island,  Northumberland,  22nd  September.  American  Wigeon 
Tophill  Low  Reservoir,  Humberside,  12th  April  to  6th  May.  Black  Kite  Benacre,  Suffolk. 
18th  August.  Red-footed  Falcon  I'pper  Coombe  Dale,  Derbyshire,  24th  September;  Isle  of 
Whithorn,  Dumfries  & Galloway,  4th  December.  Ring-billed  Gull  Southsea,  Hampshire, 
20th  January  ; Bartley  Reservoir,  West  Midlands,  1st  March;  Hilbre,  Merseyside,  4th  April; 
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Millbrook  Lake,  Cornwall,  23rd  November.  Caspian  Tern  Pagham  Harbour,  West  Sussex, 
16th  May.  Alpine  Swift  Little  Marlow,  Buckinghamshire,  two,  19th  October.  Bee-eater 
Fosdyke,  Lincolnshire,  16th  September.  Booted  Warbler  Saddlington  Reservoir,  Leicester- 
shire, 5th  May.  Arctic  Redpoll  Hornsea,  Humberside,  two,  3rd  February;  Cley,  Norfolk, 
29th  December. 

1984 

Night  Heron  Welches  Dam,  Cambridgeshire,  15th  June.  ‘Black’  Common  Scoter  Orphir, 
Orkney,  16th  July.  Great  Snipe  Bishop’s  Dyke,  Hampshire,  20th  November.  Yellow- 
breasted Bunting  Lundy,  Devon,  28th  September. 

1983  ‘Black’  Common  Scoter  Hengistbury  Head,  Dorset,  23rd  September. 

1981  Cory’s  Shearwater  Great  Yarmouth,  Norfolk,  two,  12th  August. 

1978  Great  Snipe  Sheringham,  Norfolk,  9th  December. 

1977  Rustic  Bunting  Kinloch,  Rhum,  Highland,  23rd  May. 


Mystery  photographs 

m There  are  no  other  small  birds  around  with  which  to  compare 
our  mystery  passerine  (plates  242,  308  & 309),  but  it  is 
obviously  very  small  in  comparison  to  the  grass  and  clods  of  earth.  From  a 
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combination  of  the  size,  relatively  small  head,  thin  insectivorous  bill  and 
long  thin  tarsi,  it  is  either  a Booted  Warbler  Hippolais  caligata  or  a 
Phylloscopus;  but  which  one? 

The  lack  of  any  wing  bar  rules  out  five  of  the  West  Palearctic  species, 
and  surely  the  face  pattern  is  too  prominent  for  Bonelli’s  P.  bonelli ? This 
narrows  the  field  down  to  Booted  and  seven  Phylloscopus  warblers:  Radde’s 
P.  schwarzi , Dusky  P.  fuscatus,  W ood  P.  sibilatrix , Plain  Willow  P.  neglectus  and 
Willow  Warblers  P.  trochilus,  and  Chiffchaff  P.  collybita  and  Mountain 
ChiffchafT  P.  sindianus. 

It  is  obviously  dark,  both  above  and  below,  especially  on  the  flanks,  and 
a short  primary  projection  suggests  that  this  is  quite  a short-winged  bird. 
These  two  features  eliminate  Wood  Warbler  (which  is  both  very  long- 
winged and  clean  on  the  flanks)  and  make  Willow  Warbler  less  likely.  The 
legs  are  very  dark  or  black;  so  is  the  visible  part  of  the  bill.  These  features 
push  Radde’s,  Dusky  and  Booted  Warblers  out  of  the  running:  all  three 
are  extensively  pale  on  the  lower  mandible;  Radde’s  has  thick,  straw- 
coloured  legs;  Booted  has  translucent  pink  or  fleshy-grey  or  even  plain 
pale-grey  legs;  and  Dusky  has  two-tone  legs,  dark  brown  at  the  front,  but 
distinctly  yellow  on  the  posterior  edge.  Also,  neither  the  supercilium  nor 
the  eye-stripe  are  as  distinctive  as  those  of  Radde's.  Booted  has  a less 
distinct  facial  pattern  than  our  bird,  and,  though  slight  for  a Hippolais,  its 
bill  is  more  robust  than  that  of  our  bird,  and  has  an  almost  entirely  pale 
lower  mandible.  The  plumage,  however,  does  seem  rather  similar  to  that 
of  Dusky. 

j 
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There  is  little  else  to  go  on;  the  bird  is  a small,  short-winged  Phylloscopus 
warbler,  dark  on  the  upperparts  and  darkly  suffused  on  the  flanks.  The  eye 
is  quite  small  and  there  is  a prominent,  but  rather  bluntly  terminated 
supercilium,  which  joins  over  the  bill.  There  is  a pronounced  eye-stripe, 
especially  in  front  of  the  eye,  and  the  crown  appears  to  darken  laterally, 
where  it  joins  the  supercilium.  The  bird  has  black  legs  and  feet,  and  all  the 
bill  appears  to  be  dark. 

Plain  Willow  Warbler  can,  perhaps,  be  eliminated  by  our  bird’s  rather- 
too-conspicuous  supercilium  and  eye-stripe,  but  consider  the  subspecies 
of  Willow  Warbler  and  Chiffchaff:  some  Willows  may  show  a face  pattern 
as  strong  as  that  of  our  bird,  but  not  the  short  wings  nor  the  black  legs  and 
feet;  no  race  of  Chiffchaff  has  a face  pattern  quite  so  contrasting  as  that  of 
the  mystery  Phylloscopus , but  the  brown  Turkish  race  P.  c.  brevirostris,  and 
some  forms  of  the  Siberian  P.  c.  tristis  have  the  general  appearance  of  our' 
bird.  The  choice  lies  between  these  and  Mountain  Chiffchaff.  When 
observing  this  individual,  the  total  lack  of  olive  in  the  plumage  (including 
rump  and  fringes  of  the  flight  feathers),  and,  it  must  be  admitted,  the 
geographical  location,  made  the  bird  easier  to  identify  correctly  as  a 
Mountain  Chiffchaff.  The  British  Birds  reader,  lacking  information  on 
location,  will  have  done  well  to  reach  this  conclusion. 

I photographed  these  birds  in  Georgia,  USSR,  in  May  1984,  during  a 
fall  of  migrants  in  a high  pass.  Mountain  Chiffchaffs  are  short-distance  or 
altitudinal  migrants,  which  breed  in  the  Caucasus  in  the  Soviet  Union, 


310.  Mystery  photograph  138.  Identify  the  species.  Answer  next  month 
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and  probably  Turkey,  and  winter  south  to  Iraq.  The  field  identification  of 
Mountain  Chiffchafl  has  recently  been  the  subject  of  a short  paper 
(Shirihai  1987).  Colin  Bradshaw 

9 Tynemouth  Place,  Tynemouth,  North  Shields,  Tyne  & Wear  NE30  4BJ 
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&ft)cntp-ftoc  pears!  ago... 


‘THE  RED-THROATED  DIVER  IN  ITS  BREEDING-HAUNTS,  by  K.  L.  Tcrnf.r.  Hon. 
Mem.  B.O.U.  We  can  hardly  imagine  a greater  contrast  than  that  which  exists  between  an 
Fmglish  hedgerow  in  early  June  and  the  haunt  of  the  Red-throated  Diver.  In  the  one: 

All  little  birds  that  are 

How  they  seem  to  fill  the  sea  and  air 

With  their  sweet  jargoning. 

And  if  the  birds  are  silent,  there  is  the  hum  of  insect-life,  and  the  thousand  and  one 
indefinable  sounds  which  make  summer. 

But  the  locality  chosen  by  the  Red-throated  Diver  ( Gavia  stellata ) for  the  up-bringing  of 
its  young,  is  remote  from  man,  and  pervaded  by  a silence  often  so  profound  and  absolute, 
that  the  sudden  rattle  of  a focal-plane  shutter  startles  the  photographer  as  much,  and 
perhaps  more,  than  it  does  the  bird.  After  hours  of  long  waiting,  when  one  is  tired  and 
dispirited,  the  wild  call  of  the  Red-throated  Diver  is  enough  to  make  one's  flesh  creep:  it 
resembles  the  cry  of  a little  child  in  pain,  but  is  more  akin  maybe  to  the  wail  of  a lost 
spirit,  echoing  and  re-echoing  round  the  lonely  hills.’  (Brit.  Birds  7:150,  November  1913) 


Notes 


Grey  Heron  ingesting  junk  On  16th  June  1981,  at 
West  Sedgemoor,  Somerset,  I found  a juvenile  Grey 
Heron  Ardea  cinerea ; extremely  weak  and  almost 
prostate,  it  was  easily  caught.  1 took  it  to  a nearby 
farm,  where  I was  told  that  it  had  been  seen  in  a 
weak  condition,  barely  able  to  fly,  a day  or  two 
before.  It  soon  died.  On  dissection,  a hard  foam 
rubber  ‘eel’  or  ‘snake’  about  40  cm  long  and  2 cm  in 
diameter  at  its  thickest,  tapering  somewhat  at  both 
ends,  was  found  tightly  crammed  into  its  stomach. 

No  injuries  or  lesions  were  evident.  1 he  heron 
weighed  1 , 1 50  g. 

54  Eliotts  Drive , Yeovil, 


Brian  Hii.e 

Somerset  BA2I  JAM’ 
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Notes 


Reactions  of  Grey  Heron  attacked  by  Kestrel  On  13th  April  1980,  at 
Lee-on-Solent  airfield,  Gosport,  Hampshire,  a Grey  Heron  Ardea  cinerea 
landed  about  50  m from  me.  As  I approached,  a Kestrel  Falco  tinnunculus 
flew  straight  at  the  heron  and  tried  to  hit  it  with  its  claws;  the  heron 
immediately  took  off  and  circled  around,  with  the  raptor  flying  after  it. 
After  about  30  seconds,  the  heron  again  landed,  and  then  stood 
perfectly  still;  the  Kestrel  flew  around  and  around  its  head,  but  made 
no  attempt  to  attack,  and  after  a few  minutes  resumed  hovering  across 
the  road.  About  five  minutes  later,  the  heron  took  off;  again  it  was 
attacked  by  the  Kestrel,  which  flew  at  it  with  its  claws  extended.  The 
heron  landed  immediately,  and  once  more  stood  perfectly  still;  the 
Kestrel  flew  around  its  head  for  a few  seconds,  before  flying  off.  About 
ten  minutes  later,  the  heron  flew  away.  Perhaps  standing  still  is  one  way 
in  which  herons  discourage  attackers.  Reginald  Alan  Osgood- 

16  Nobes  Avenue,  Bridgemary,  Gosport,  Hampshire 


Letters 


‘Breeding  status  of  the  Gadwall  in  Britain  and  Ireland’  Since  the 
publication  of  this  paper  (Brit.  Birds  81:  51-66),  a number  of  inaccuracies 
and  sources  of  additional  information  have  been  brought  to  my 
attention.  Gadwalls  Anas  strepera  did  in  fact  breed  at  Stockers  Lake  and 
Maple  Cross,  Hertfordshire,  in  1983  (Hertfordshire  Bird  Report  1983).  The 
species  has  bred  regularly  at  Eye  Brook  Reservoir,  Leicestershire,  since 
1978,  not  1966  as  stated  in  the  paper,  and  Gadwalls  first  bred  at 
Cropston  Reservoir,  Leicestershire,  in  1974,  not  1980  (see  Hickling 
1978,  Mitcham  1984,  Gamble  1985).  The  statement  concerning  the  lack 
of  breeding  records  from  northeast  Scotland  is  refuted  by  records  of  an 
adult  with  12  young  on  Loch  Morlich,  near  Aviemore,  and  a pair  on 
Loch  Gamhna,  Highland,  in  June  1953  (Simms  1957). 

My  thanks  go  to  David  Gamble,  Terry  Mitchell,  Eric  Simms  and  Dr 
L.  Smith  for  kindly  taking  the  trouble  to  bring  these  points  to  my 
attention.  A.D.Fox 

The  Wildfowl  Trust,  Slimbridge,  Gloucester  GL2  7BT 
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rf 

Blackbirds  laying  eggs  on  bare  ground  Your  editorial  comment  on 
J.  C.  Maxwell’s  recent  note  (Brit.  Birds  81:  325)  stated  that  the  BTO 
knew  of  no  comparable  records  of  a Blackbird  Turdus  merula  laying  eggs 
in  a bare  area.  In  1966  and  1967,  however,  you  published  notes  by  R.  A. 
Frost  and  by  me  on  Blackbirds  laying  eggs  in  an  unlined  hollow  (Brit. 
Birds  59:341)  and  on  bare  brickwork  (60:  54-55).  Norman  Elkins 
< . 18  Scotstarvit  View,  Cupar,  Fife  KYI 5 4DX 


Announcements 


EXCLUSIVE  SPECIAL  OFFER! 


Waders  If  you  are  interested  in  (he 
ageing,  sexing  and  identification  of 
waders,  a new  book,  North  Atlantic  Shorebirds, 
due  to  be  published  in  the  new  year,  will 
include  state-of-the-art  text  together  with 
stunning  colour  photographs  of  every 
relevant  plumage.  It  is  by  BB's  Photo- 
graphic Consultant,  I)r  Richard  Chandler, 
and  many  of  the  photographs  have  never 
been  published  before,  having  been 
obtained  by  him  especially  for  this  book 
during  trips  that  Richard  made  to  Europe, 
Africa  and  North  America. 

In  view  of  the  special  link  with  British 
Birds,  we  have  arranged  with  the  pub- 
lishers, Macmillan,  that  BB  subscribers 
should  be  able  to  buy  this  book  POS  T 
FREE  and  at  the  EXCLUSIVE  pre- 
publication price  of  £10.95,  instead  of  the 
usual  £12.95.  To  obtain  this  concession, 
copies  can  be  ordered  NOW  through 
British  BirdShop;  they  will  be  despatched 
to  BB  subscribers  as  soon  as  they  become 
available.  Please  use  the  form  on  pages  xv  & 
xvi. 


Richard  J.  Chandler 


New  books  in  British  BirdShop  Note  especially  the  EXCLUSIVE  prepublication  oiler 
concerning  Richard  Chandler’s  North  Atlantic  Shorebirds  (see  above)  and  the  continuing 
reduced-price  offers  concerning  International  Bird  Identification , Crows  of  the  World.  The  Natural 
History  of  the  USSR  and  Frontiers  of  Bird  Identification.  The  following  books  are  added  to  our 
recommended  list  this  month: 

Busby  Birds  in  Mallorca 

Chandler  The  Macmillan  Field  Guide  to  North  Atlantic  Shorebirds 
Yoous  Owls  of  the  Northern  Hemisphere 
Please  use  the  British  BirdShop  forms  on  pages  xv  & xvi. 

There  are  still  a couple  of  places  available 
for  the  special,  relaxed,  small-group  BB 
trip  to  Thailand  during  17th  February  to 
7th  March  1989.  Write  at  once  for  details 
to:  Thai  trip,  British  Birds,  Fountains, 
Park  Lane,  Blunham,  Bedford  MK44  3NJ;  or  telephone  0767-40025. 


Money  matters  We  can  accept  cheques  in  three  currencies,  £ sterling.  IR£  or  US  dollars 
(not  Canadian  dollars).  These  cheques  must  be  drawn  on  a bank  based  in  the  country 
whose  currency  is  being  used.  We  can  also  accept  Eurocheques  made  out  in  £ sterling, 
but  not  in  US  dollars  or  IR£. 

It  is  possible  to  buy  a cheque  in  £ sterling  from  almost  any  bank  in  the  world,  provided 
that  it  has  an  agreement  with  a UK-based  bank.  We  cannot  accept  cheques  in  £ sterling 
(or  US  dollars)  which  are  drawn  on  a bank  outside  the  UK  (or  the  US). 

If  you  are  paying  directly  into  our  GIRO  account,  be  warned  that  long  delays  often 
occur  between  your  payment  and  our  receipt  of  the  money.  Erika  Sh  a r rock 
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Review 


RSPB  Conservation  Review.  Number  1,  1987.  Edited  by  C.  James 
Cadbury  and  Michael  Everett.  RSPB,  Sandy,  1987.  96  pages;  20  colour 
plates;  24  black-and-white  plates.  Paperback  £3.00. 

For  some  years  now,  the  need  for  a new  regular  publication  by  the  RSPB  has  been 
discussed  both  within  and  outwith  the  organisation.  Birds , while  providing  the 
membership  with  news  of  the  Society’s  activities,  plus  chatty  articles  and  lots  of 
photographs,  is  not  suited  for  more  serious  accounts  of  research  into  conserving  birds 
and  their  habitats. 

RSPB  staff  have  an  excellent  record  of  publishing  their  work  in  the  major 
ornithological  and  ecological  journals,  but  it  is  difficult  to  gain  a comprehensive,  and 
coherent,  view  of  the  important  work  being  carried  out.  Articles  in  Birds  can  go  only  so  far 
towards  giving  a wider  audience  a better  picture  of  what  is  being  achieved. 

To  answer  this  need,  the  RSPB  have  now  published  a handsomely  produced,  96-page,* 
A4-sized  journal,  plentifully  illustrated  in  both  colour  and  black-and-white.  It  is  clearly 
stated  that  this  is  not  a scientific  publication,  containing  previously  unpublished  research 
results.  It  is  a review  of  past  and  current  work,  intended  to  be  accessible  to  a readership 
which,  it  is  obviously  hoped,  will  include  those  people  (politicians,  local  government 
officials,  drainage  engineers,  foresters,  and  others)  who  have  the  power  to  influence, 
whether  for  good  or  bad,  the  birds  in  Britain  and  the  places  where  they  live. 

The  contents  are  strongly  oriented  towards  threatened  habitats,  now  the  main  thrust  of 
the  RSPB’s  research,  including  lowland  wet  grasslands,  estuaries  and  uplands.  The 
emphasis  is  not  just  on  the  habitats  and  the  species  dependent  on  them,  but  also  on 
practical  management  and  ways  of  alleviating  the  worst  problems.  Sixteen  papers  cover 
the  different  habitats,  while  a further  three  deal  with  scarce  breeding  species,  including 
the  success  stories  of  Goldeneye  Bucephalo  clangula  and  Osprey  Pandion  haliaetus.  The 
journal  commences  with  a list  of  staff  in  the  RSPB’s  Conservation  and  Research 
divisions,  and  concludes  with  summaries  of  current  research,  species  protection, 
investigations  into  law-breaking,  overseas  projects  (an  increasing  aspect  of  RSPB  work), 
and  staff  publications  for  the  past  two  years. 

The  RSPB  Consen<ation  Review  will  be  appearing  annually,  and,  if  following  issues 
maintain  the  standard  set  here,  will  become  a major  publication  in  the  field.  Perhaps,  for 
succeeding  issues,  the  typography  could  be  tidied  up  a little,  especially  the  rather  clumsy 
sub-headings;  capitals,  bold  type  and  an  underline  is  overdoing  it  a trifle.  I can  also  see  no 
reason  why,  in  a purely  ornithological  publication,  the  species  names  cannot  start  with  a 
capital  letter  and  so  stand  out  clearly  in  the  text,  to  the  assistance  of  the  reader.  They  do 
in  a diagram  or  two,  where  perhaps  they  were  overlooked. 

Finally,  at  £3.00,  this  is  staggeringly  good  value,  so  write  off  for  a copy  now. 

M.  A.  Oon.YIF. 


News  and  comment 


Mike  Everett  and  Robin  Prytherch 

Opinions  expressed  in  this  feature  are  not  necessarily  those  of  'British  Birds’ 


Irish  expedition  to  Northeast  Green- 
land, 1987  We  have  received  a copy  of  the 
report  of  this  expedition  which  spent  78 
days  (29th  May  to  13th  August)  in  one  of 
the  remotest  and  least  studied  parts  of  the 
planet  within  the  World’s  largest  national 


park,  in  Northeast  Greenland.  There,  in 
Nordmarken,  at  77°  50'  N,  the  Barnacle 
Goose  Branta  leucopsis  is  found  at  its  most 
northerly  known  breeding  location.  One  of 
the  main  objectives  of  the  expedition  was 
to  investigate  the  breeding  biology  and 
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summer  ecology  of  the  goose.  The  expedi- 
tion also  carried  out  detailed  studies  on 
certain  plants  as  well  as  more  general 
observations  on  the  mammal  and  bird 
populations  of  the  area,  including  the 
trapping  and  marking  of  the  geese  in  order 
to  establish  their  distribution  in  winter.  It 
also  hoped  to  establish  detailed  ecological 
baseline  levels  of  certain  long-range  pollu- 
tants. The  results  form  the  bulk  of  the  150- 
page  report — a must  for  all  interested  in 
Arctic  ecology  and  in  Greenland.  It  is 
obtainable,  price  £15.00,  from  Barnacle 
Books,  Rockfort  House,  Dalkey,  Co.  Dub- 
lin, Ireland. 

Iberian  Guillemots  Since  we  have  so 
many  of  them,  it  is  easy  to  get  a bit  blase 
about  breeding  seabirds  and  to  forget  that 
in  other  countries  species  which  we  take 
for  granted  might  be  quite  rare  or  en- 
dangered. Such  is  the  case  with  the  Iberian 
race  of  the  Guillemot  Uria  aalge  ibericus, 
now  down  to  barely  100  pairs  in  four 
colonies  off  Spain  and  Portugal.  The  Span- 
ish Ornithological  Society,  supported  by 
cash  from  the  EEC’s  programme  of  Urgent 
Actions  for  Endangered  Species,  has  now 
launched  a campaign  to  save  this  race  from 
extinction.  We  wish  them  well  and  look 
forward  to  further  news  in  due  course. 

Can  you  identify  this  bird? 


The  May  safe  Early  August  brought  good 
news  to  all  Isle  of  May  enthusiasts  when  it 
was  announced  that  the  famous  Forth 
island  is  to  be  purchased  by  the  Nature 
Conservancy  Council.  Best  known, 
perhaps,  for  the  Bird  Observatory  which 
has  existed  there  since  the  1930s,  The  May 
is  also  important  as  a field  research  centre. 
It  was  at  the  Low  Light,  too,  that  many  of 
the  original  jottings  of  the  late  M.  F.  M. 
Meiklejohn  appeared  in  the  Observatory 
Log  and  began  to  delight  birdwatchers  in 
Scotland  and  beyond. 

Well  done  FC!  It  is  always  nice  to  say  a 
kind  word  about  those  we  so  often 
criticise — in  this  case,  the  Forestry  Com- 
mission (although,  to  be  fair,  it  is  often 
forestry  policy  that  upsets  us,  rather  than 
the  activities  of  the  staff  on  the  ground).  In 
the  Brecks,  the  FC  organised  a highly 
successful  protection  scheme  for  what  was. 
in  1988,  perhaps  the  only  breeding  pair  of 
Red-backed  Shrikes  I.anius  collurio  in  Bri- 
tain. In  the  Highlands,  they  scored  a 
notable  first  with  a public-hide  watch  at 
the  nest  of  a pair  of  Hen  Harriers  Circus 
cyaneus.  Let  us  hope  they  will  be  doing 
more  of  this  sort  of  thing.  As  one  FC  bird 
man  once  said  to  one  of  us.  there  is  a whole 
lot  more  to  good  forestry  than  merely 
growing  trees. 


This  photograph  was  included  in  the  latest 
SUNBIR1)  newsletter,  and  readers  invited 
to  identify  the  bird,  with  a prize  of  a free 
subscription  to  British  Birds  for  the  person 
whose  name  was  drawn  from  among  the 
correct  entries.  Of  the  entries.  54%  were 
correct,  and  the  winner  of  the  draw  was 
Seamus  Enright  of  Ballylongford.  Co.  Kerry. 


The  correct  answer  appears  below. 

sniurw  sfcjipoj  aqaif) 
ueiuoaejs  Supq  saa.wsuE  loaxiojui  asaqt  jo 
jsauouiiuoa  aqj  -pauiEU  aaa.w  sapads  jaqto 
jqSi'j[  (861  utmurf  ui  ajiqsuotdiuEq)Jo\ 
u;  .iajpuEqj  {'  JQ  Aq  paqdejSojoqd 
se  w si/jOJifru  snidiHjXi/jD/  aqajf)  aptr]  siq  j 
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Malawi  rarities  Mrs  Dale  Hanmer  (Su- 
coma,  Private  Bag  50,  Blantyre,  Malawi) 
has  written  to  tell  us  of  the  formation  of  a 
Rarities  Committee  for  Malawi.  Anyone 
visiting  the  country  is  invited  to  contact 
her  for  a ‘rare  bird  form'.  What  constitutes 
a rarity  can  be  ascertained  by  reference  to 
The  Birds  of  Malawi  by  C.  W.  Benson  and 
F.  M.  Benson  (1977). 

More  unknown  species  Doug  Radford 
has  drawn  our  attention  to  another  Daily 
Telegraph  gem  (22nd  July  1988)  which 
reports  on  a Greater  Fanned  Plover  blown 
‘by  strong  winds’  to  Walney.  Bob  Med- 
land,  writing  from  Malawi,  goes  one  better 
by  sending  us  a standard  BB  reply  postcard 
which  informed  him,  three  years  ago,  that 
his  note  on  a ‘Litter  Tern  in  sub-adult 
plumage’  had  not  been  accepted  for  publi- 
cation. Have  you  told  Mrs  Hanmer  about 
this,  Bob? 

Overseas  birding  For  a mere  60p,  includ- 
ing p & p,  Steve  Whitehouse  (5  Stanway 
Close,  Blackpole,  Worcester  WR4  9X1.)  will 
send  you  a copy  of  his  July  1988  catalogue, 
Foreign  Birdwatching  Reports  and  Information 
Service,  an  invaluable  compilation  listing 


reports,  checklists,  site  guides  and  much 
more,  covering  many  parts  of  the  globe.  It 
is  all  based  on  Steve’s  first  ten  years  of 
collecting  material.  It  sounds  like  a good 
scheme  . . ,*but  we  can’t  help  thinking  that 
future  editions  will  just  go  on  getting 
bigger  and  bigger. 

Conservation  Review  The  second  (1988) 
issue  of  the  RSPB’s  Conservation  Review  is 
also  now  available — again,  a detailed 
account  of  recent  work  on  the  active 
conservation  side.  It  costs  £5  including  p & 
p,  from  the  RSPB  (CLU),  1 he  Lodge, 
Sandy,  Bedfordshire  SGI9  2DI.;  No.  1 is  still 
available,  price  £3,  or  £2  if  you  order  both 
issues  together. 

BIY  1988  With  over  120  guests,  the  Kowa- 
sponsored  Press  Reception  at  the  Mall 
Galleries  in  July  was  an  enormously  enjoy- 
able occasion  (plates  312-315).  It  is  always 
pleasant  to  mingle  with  the  cream  of  British 
bird-artists,  and  we  know  that  many  of  those 
who  enter  for  the  competition  do  so  in  order 
to  get  a display-artist’s  invitation  to  this 
annual  occasion.  We  much  value  our  links 
with  the  Society  of  Wildlife  Artists  and  the 
Federation  of  British  Artists. 


312.  Bird  Ii.i.USTRATOR  of  thf.  Year.  Back  row,  left  to  right:  Richard  Tilt,  Mr  J.  Nishi,  Mr  Y. 
Miwa  and  David  Wallis  ( Kowa  telescopes,  sponsors),  Martin  Hallam  (BIY  winner),  Dr  Tim 
Sharrock  (judge),  Robert  Bateman  (guest  presenter),  Robert  Gillmor  (judge),  and  Darren 
Rees  (BIY  4th).  Front  row,  left  to  right,  John  Davis  (BIY  3rd),  Nicholas  Pike  (BIY  2nd),  John 
Cox  (Richard  Richardson  Award  winner),  Stephen  Message  (Richard  Richardson  Award 
runner-up),  and  John  Hollyer  (PJC  Award  winner),  London,  July  1988  (Tessa  Musgrave) 
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313.  Bird  Ii.i.ustrator  oftuk  Year.  Martin 
Hallam  (right)  receives  his  engraved  salver, 
cheque  and  Kowa  telescope  from  Mr  Y. 
Mivva,  London,  July  1988  ( Tessa  Musgrave) 


314.  The.  Richard  Richardson  Award. 
John  Cox  (left)  receives  his  cheque  and 
inscribed  book  from  Robert  Bateman,  Lon- 
don, July  1988  (Tessa  Musgrave) 


315.  Thf.  PJC  Award.  John  Hollyer  (left)  is 
congratulated  by  David  Cook,  the  Award’s 
instigator,  London,  July  1988  (Tessa 
Musgrave) 


Italian  NRC  We  are  grateful  to  Fulvio 
f raticelli  and  Alberto  Sorace  for  writing  to 
tell  us  about  ‘Nidi  Italia’ — a nest  record 
scheme  for  Italy,  based  on  our  own  BTO 
version,  which  began  in  March  1988.  It  is 
organised  by  CISO  (Italian  Ornithological 
Study  Centre).  We  hope  that  it  proves  a 
success. 

Spurn  birds  .-1  List  oj  the  Birds  of  Spurn, 
1946-1985 , by  Brian  Pashby,  is  a welcome 
addition  to  the  literature  of  our  most 
famous  birding  venues.  It  is  available, 
price  £4.25  including  p & p,  from  Spurn 
Bird  Observatory,  Kilnsea,  via  Patrington, 
Hull,  North  Humberside  HUI2  0UG. 

NIOC  pelagic  trip  On  6th  August,  mem- 
bers of  the  Northern  Ireland  Ornithologists’ 
Club  set  sail  from  Burtonport,  Co.  Donegal, 
for  their  second  annual  Irish  pelagic  cruise. 
By  running  these  trips  on  different  dates 
through  August  over  the  years,  the  members 
hope  to  be  able  to  build  up  a picture  of 
seabird  movements  throughout  the  month. 
Highlights  of  this  year’s  trip  included  five 
Wilson’s  Petrels  Oceamles  oceanicus  (one  only 
33  km  off  shore),  seven  Great  Shearwaters 
Tujfinus  gravis,  t wo  Sabine’s  Gulls  l.arus  sabini 
and  40  Sooty  Shearwaters  P.  griseus,  this 
latter  species  proving  commoner  than  Manx 
Shearwater  P.  puffinus.  Interestingly,  Great 
Skua  Stercorarius  skua  was  the  commonest 
skua  this  year,  whereas  Pomarine  .S',  pomar- 
inus  was  the  most  abundant  on  last  year’s 
trip,  which  took  place  a week  later.  (Contri- 
buted by  Jack  Matins ) 

‘Monthly  marathon’  winner  comments 

The  day  after  learning  that  he  had  won  the 
SUNBIRD  holiday,  Anthony  McGeehan 
commented:  ‘Many  thanks  for  your  glad- 
tidings  phone-call  last  night — I've  a sore 
head  this  morning!  I must  emphasise  how 
much  I thoroughly  enjoyed  “Monthly 
marathon" — I feel  I know  infinitely  more 
about  quite  a few  species  by  this  stage, 
encompassing  not  just  those  species  which 
actually  featured  in  the  photographs,  but  all 
the  many  others  which  had  to  be  eliminated 
from  the  identification  process.  I think  the 
choice  of  photographs  really  was  superb. 
They  were  a brilliant  test  of  knowledge  and 
were  so  good  because  they  all  were  “solv- 
able’’.’ 

We  gather  from  Anthony  that,  for  ins- 
tance, he  spent  the  best  part  of  a day  looking 
at  museum  skins  to  be  sure  that  plate  222 
(Brit.  Birds  80:  464)  showed  a Black  Redstart 
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Phoenicians  ochruros  rather  than  a Redstart  P. 
Phoenicians.  With  such  dedication,  we  clearly 
have  a very  worthy  winner. 

New  bird  names  We  liked  the  image, 
conjured  up  by  our  printers  in  the  galley- 
proofs  of  (he  ‘Rarities  report’,  of  a 
Gyrofalcon — scientific  name  Fnlco  heli- 


coplerus,  perhaps — whirring  overhead. 

Change  of  Recorder  Ken  Shaw1,  4 Head- 
land Court,  Newtonhill,  near  Stonehaven, 
Kincardine* AB3  2SF,  has  taken  over  from 
Mike  Junes  as  Recorder  for  Grampian  (ex- 
cept Moray). 


July  reports 

Keith  Allsopp  and  Ian  Dawson 


These  are  largely  unchecked  reports,  not  authenticated  records. 
Unless  otherwise  stated,  dates  refer  to  July  1988 


The  wettest  July  for  over  fifty  years  was  the  result  of  the  track  of  the  eastward-moving 
Atlantic  depression  being  persistently  farther  south  than  normal , bringing  unsettled  cool 
weather.  The  winds  were  predominantly  southwesterly  in  the  south  of  Britain  and 
Ireland,  with  occasional  easterlies  in  the  far  norih  as  the  air  circulated  around  the  lows. 


Shetland  seabirds  take  downward  turn 

The  1988  breeding  season  was  the  worst  ever  for  many  of  Shetland’s 
seabirds.  The  Arctic  Tern  Sterna  paradisaea  was  the  worst  affected  species; 
for  the  fifth  successive  year,  no  young  survived  from  many  formerly  large 
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colonies,  such  as  those  on  Papa  Stour,  Monsa  and  Foula,  despite  the 
clutches  laid  being  of  comparable  size  to  those  on  Coquet  Island 
(Northumberland),  where  Arctic  "ferns  had  a successful  breeding  season. 
The  proximate  reason  for  this  difference  lies  in  the  sand-eels  caught  by 
Coquet  Island  terns  being  larger  (4-8  cm)  than  those  caught  in  Shetland 
(*^4  cm).  Although  Shetland  Arctic  Terns  actually  caught  a greater 
number  of  sand-eels  than  their  southern  counterparts,  the  difference  was 
not  sufficient  to  compensate.  As  a result,  the  adult  terns  were  lighter 
during  the  early  breeding  season,  and  most  of  the  chicks  died  within  one 
week  of  hatching. 

It  is  not  known  whether  the  ultimate  cause  lies  in  a change  in  sand-eel 
behaviour  or  in  a reduction  in  their  population  level.  It  is  possible  that 
sand-eels  no  longer  come  to  the  surface  of  Shetland  waters  or  do  not  come 
inshore  as  they  did  in  the  past.  Alternatively,  the  timing  of  the  sand-eel 
breeding  cycle  may  have  changed,  so  that  their  young  are  too  small  during 
the  Arctic  Tern  breeding  season.  The  sand-eel  population  may,  however, 
simply  be  smaller  than  previously  owing  to,  for  example,  overfishing  (as 
predicted  by  Bob  Furness,  see  Brit.  Birds  81:  84),  disease  or  pollution. 

Other  species  which  feed  on  sand-eels  have  been  similarly  affected,  with 
Red-throated  Divers  Gavia  stellata,  Kittiwakes  Rissa  tridactyla , Puffins 
Fratercula  arctica  and  the  parasitic  Arctic  Skua  Stercorarius  parasiticus  faring 
particularly  poorly.  By  contrast,  species  with  more  catholic  tastes,  such  as 
Gannet  Sula  bass  ana,  Cormorant  Phalacrocorax  carbo  and  Shag  P.  aristotelis, 
have  all  had  normal  breeding  success  in  Shetland  this  year. 


Divers  to  wildfowl 

A Great  Northern  Diver  Gavia  immer  was  an 
unseasonal  arrival  off  Filey  Brigg  (North 
Yorkshire)  on  2nd,  and  16  Red-necked 
Grebes  Podiceps  grisegena  in  summer  plumage 
was  a notable  concentration  in  Gosford  Bay 
(Lothian)  on  31st. 

Several  Cory’s  Shearwaters  Caloneclris 
diomedea  were  present  in  the  North  Sea:  one 
was  seen  at  Covehithe  (Suffolk)  on  4th, 
further  singles  being  at  Seaton  Sluice 
(Northumberland)  and  Spurn  Point  (Hum- 
berside) on  15th,  with  three  more  at  Spurn 
on  29th.  A Great  Shearwater  Puffin  us  gravis 
was  noted  at  Brandon  Point  (Co.  Kerry)  on 
23rd,  and  Manx  Shearwaters  P.  puffinus  were 
seen  inshore  in  hundreds,  including  308  on 
29th  in  the  Bristol  Channel  off  Avon.  A 
Storm  Petrel  Hydrobates  pelagicus  was  also 
noted  off  Avon  on  30th,  and  one  was  lured 
into  a net  using  a taped  call  at  Bams  Ness 
(Lothian)  on  24th.  An  immature  Night 
Heron  Nycticorax  nycticorax , the  first  lor  the 


reserve,  flew  in  off  the  sea  at  Minsmere 
(Suffolk)  on  20th.  a Little  Egret  F.gretta 
garzetta  stayed  at  Saltash  (Cornwall)  from 
24th,  and  Black  Storks  Ciconia  nigra  were 
reported  from  Sandwich  (Kent)  on  2nd  and 
from  Arne  (Dorset)  on  16th.  A White  Stork 
C.  ciconia  was  reported  from  Olney  (Bucking- 
hamshire). 

At  Fen  Drayton  Gravel-pits,  Egyptian 
Geese  Alopochen  aeg\pliacus  were  noted  breed- 
ing in  Cambridgeshire  for  the  first  time;  a 
female  Blue-winged  Teal  4 nas  discors  mated 
with  a drake  Shoveler  .4.  clypeala  produced 
four  young,  which,  together  with  the  three 
young  from  a Tufted  Duck  Aythya  fuligula  X 
drake  Red-crested  Pochard  Netta  rufina 
pairing,  may  provide  some  future  identifica- 
tion problems.  A female  Red-crested 
Pochard  was  present  at  Clifford  Hill  Gravel- 
pits  in  adjacent  Northamptonshire  from 
17th  to  25th.  A female  King  Eider  Somaleria 
spectabilis  was  a difficult  find  in  Aberlady  Bay 
(Lothian)  from  13th. 
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Birds  of  prey 

Single  Honey  Buzzards  Perms  apivorus  were 
present  on  Fair  Isle  (Shetland)  between  4th 
and  10th,  in  Orkney  between  7th  and  22nd, 
at  The  Lodge,  Sandy  (Bedfordshire),  on 
12th,  on  the  Ouse  Washes  (Cambridgeshire) 
on  20th  and  at  Pitsford  Reservoir  (North- 
amptonshire) on  22nd.  In  the  Lake  District 
(Cumbria),  England’s  Golden  Eagles  Aquila 
chrysaetos  produced  one  fledged  youngster  by 
26th,  and  the  Loch  Garten  Ospreys  Pandion 
haliaetus  were  successful  after  recent  dis- 
appointments, with  three  fledglings  leaving 
that  historic  nest.  At  Spurn  Point,  1 1 Kes- 
trels Falco  tinnunculus  was  the  day’s  tally  on 
30th,  and  at  Gibraltar  Point  (Lincolnshire) 
the  fourth  record  of  Red-footed  Falcon  F. 
vespertinas  for  the  observatory  came  on  17th, 
and  on  26th  another  was  sadly  picked  up 
with  a broken  wing  near  Sandwich  Bay 
(Kent). 

Wading  birds 

With  the  water  levels  high  after  excessive 
rainfall,  wader  numbers  at  inland  waters 
were  low.  A Crane  Grus grus  was  still  present 
on  Orkney  on  17th,  and  a Stone-curlew 
Burhinus  oedicnemus  was  an  unusual  visitor  to 
Gibraltar  Point  on  16th.  Kentish  Plovers 
Charadiius  alexandrimis  were  found  at  Breydon 
Water  (Norfolk)  and  at  Dungeness  (Kent) 
on  20th,  and  reports  of  rarer  plovers  inclu- 
ded a Greater  Sand  Plover  Charadrius  lesc/ie- 
naultii  at  Walney  Island  (Cumbria)  from 
22nd  (plates  317  & 320),  this  year’s  second 
sighting  of  a Caspian  Plover  C.  asiaticus,  at 
Aberlady  Bay  (Lothian)  on  12lh  and  13th, 
and  a Pacific  Golden  Plover  Pluvialis  fulva 
at  Tacumshin  (Co.  Wexford)  during  15th  to 
17th.  The  most  noticeable  return  migrant 
wader  was  the  Knot  Calidris  canutus : flocks  of 
up  to  a few  hundred  were  noted  passing 
through  Shetland,  f air  Isle,  Filey  Brigg  and 
Spurn  Point  at  the  end  of  the  month,  with 
the  high-tide  roost  at  Gibraltar  Point  on 
31st  holding  an  impressive  8,000.  The  few 


Temminck’s  Stints  C.  temminckii  reported 
were  seen  at  Dungeness,  in  Shetland,  and  on 
Old  Hall  Marshes  (Essex),  and  a moulting 
adult  Least  Sandpiper  C.  minutilla  was  at 
Middleton  Moor  (Derbyshire)  from  17th  to 
19th.  Other  Nearctic  species  seen  included 
Pectoral  Sandpipers  Calidris  melanotos  at* 
Tacumshin  from  9th  to  11th,  at  Titchwell 
(Norfolk)  on  25th,  and  at  Minsmere  from 
29th,  and  a Buff-breasted  Sandpiper  Tiyngites 
subruficollis  at  Welney  (Cambridgeshire)  on 
21st.  Early  North  European  returning  mig- 
rants included  four  Purple  Sandpipers 
Calidris  maritima  at  Groomsport  (Co.  Down), 


and  16  on  Fair  Isle  on  28lh.  Broad-billed 
Sandpipers  lAmicola  faldnellus  were  at  Spey- 
mouth  (Grampian)  on  1 1th,  and  at  Blacktoft 
(Humberside)  from  15th  to  20th.  Flocks  of 
Whimbrels  Numenius  phaeopus  passed  down 
the  east  coast  of  Britain,  with  179  on  30th 
being  the  peak  number  at  Filey  Brigg.  A few 
Spotted  Redshanks  Tringa  erythropus  and 
Grey  Phalaropes  Phalaropus  fulicarius  (plate 
318)  were  noted,  and  a Terek  Sandpiper 
Xetius  cinereus  appeared  at  Stanpit  (Dorset) 
on  17th  (plate  321). 

Skuas  to  terns 

Their  breeding  failure  may  have  resulted  in 
the  early  movement  of  12  Arctic  Skuas  off 
Spurn  on  15th,  with  smaller  numbers  seen 
elsewhere.  Five  Pomarine  Skuas  Stercorarius 
pomarinus  were  also  seen  off  Spurn  Point 
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between  16th  and  24th.  Individual  Mediter- 
ranean Gulls  Lams  melanocephalus  were  re- 
ported at  inland  roosts.  A Caspian  Tern 
Sterna  caspia  paused  briefly  at  Minsmere  on 
29th,  but  a Bridled  Tern  .S',  anaethetus  found 
at  Cemlyn  Bay,  Anglesey  (Gwynedd),  on 
2nd  (plate  316)  delighted  the  crowds  for 
several  days.  Another  was  found  on  Coquet 
Island  on  11th  and  was  seen  on  12th  at 
Hauxley  Fool  (Northumberland).  A Sooty 
Tern  S.fuscata  was  reported  from  the  nearby 
Fame  Islands  on  8th.  The  multiple  occur- 
rences in  June  and  July  1984  of  these  two 
species  also  took  place  after  unsettled  westerly 
weather.  A total  of  35  Little  Terns  .V.  albifrons 
had  collected  at  Gibraltar  Point  by  16th  and 
there  were  104  at  Spurn  Point  by  21st.  Apart 
from  one  White-winged  Black  Tern  Chlido- 
nias  leucoptenis  at  Sizewell  (Suffolk)  on  8th, 
three  other  sightings  were  all  in  the  Chich- 
ester (West  Sussex)  area  between  14th  and 
31st. 

Owls  to  passerines 

Long-eared  Owls  As~io  otus  were  found  at 
Gullane  Point  (Lothian)  on  7th  and  Spurn 
Point  on  12th;  and  there  were  also  scattered 
records  of  Short-eared  Owls  .4.  flammeus  on 
the  North  Sea  coast  after  some  indication  of 
a good  breeding  season.  Passage  of  Swifts 
Apus  apus  was  reported  as  poor  at  Spurn 
Point;  but  5,000  at  Gibraltar  Point  on  1 1th 
was  notable,  as  were  3,500  over  Cam- 
bridgeshire on  10th.  Bee-eaters  Xlerops  apias- 
ter  were  exciting  visitors  to  Prawle  Point 
(Devon)  on  11th  and  to  Reydon  (Suffolk) 
from  12th  to  16th.  Sand  Martins  Riparia 
tiparia  were  in  notable  concentrations,  with  a 
maximum  count  of  2,100  at  Sandwich  Bay 
on  24th,  3,000  at  Tacumshin  on  14th,  and 
the  roost  at  Blacktoft  reached  4,000  by  the 
end  of  the  month;  hundreds  were  also  noted 
passing  through  Spurn  Point,  with  600  on 
31st.  A Crag  Martin  Ptyonoprogne  mpestris  at 
Beachy  Head  (East  Sussex)  on  9th  is  poten- 


tially the  second  record  for  Britain  and 
Ireland,  following  the  report  of  one  in 
Cornwall  in  June;  and  a Red-rumped  Swal- 
low Hirundo  daurica  (plate  319)  visited 
Dorset.  Passerine  migrants  were  scarce; 
Marsh  Warblers  Acrocephalus  palustris  were 
found  at  Filey  Brigg  on  6th  and  7th  and  on 
Fair  Isle  on  16th;  three  Wood  Warblers 
Phylloscopus  sibilatrix  were  seen  at  Spurn  Point 
on  31st,  and  another  three  on  the  same  day 
at  Sandwich  Bay;  Red-backed  Shrikes 
Lanius  collurio  reached  Tyninghame 
(Lothian)  on  2nd  and  Orkney  on  12th,  and  a 
Woodchat  Shrike  L.  senator  was  present  in 
Shetland  from  3rd.  A Black-headed  Bunt- 
ing F.niberiza  melanocephala  was  the  next  rarity 
offering  from  North  Ronaldsay  (Orkney)  on 
30th,  after  the  Pallas’s  Rosefinch  Carpodacus 
roseus  disappeared  by  mid  month.  A few 
small  flocks  of  Crossbills  Loxia  curvnostra 
were  noted  in  Shetland,  in  Orkney  and  on 
Handa  Island  (Highland),  and  others  were 
seen  away  from  their  normal  breeding  areas, 
indicating  some  dispersal  from  Europe. 
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316.  Bridled  Tern  Sterna  anaethetus  and  Arctic  Terns  .S',  paradisaea,  Gwynedd,  July  1988  (Steve 

Young ) 


317.  Greater  Sand  Plover  Charadrius  leschenaultii  and  Ringed  Plovers  hiaticula,  Cumbria,  July 

1988  (Tim  Dean ) 

318.  Grey  Phalarope  Phalaropus  fulicarius,  Dorset,  July  1988  (Martin  Reid) 
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319.  Red-rumped  Swallow  Hirundo  daurica,  Dorset,  July  1988  (Peter  Boardman) 


320.  Greater  Sand  Plover  Charadrius  lesche-  321.  Terek  Sandpiper  Xenus  cinereus  and 

naultii,  Cumbria,  July  1988  (Steve  Young)  Dunlins  C.alidris  alpina,  Dorset.  July  1988 

(Peter  Boardman ) 


Recent  reports 


Compiled  by  Mark  Boyd 

• This  summary  covers  the  period  19th  September  to  16th  October. 
These  are  unchecked  reports,  not  accepted  records. 


Herald  Petrel  Pterodroma  arminjoniana  Pendeen 
(Cornwall),  28th  September. 

Leach’s  Petrel  Oceanodroma  leucorhoa  (and  also 
Sabine’s  Gull  iMm.i  sabini  and  Long-tailed  Skua 
Stercorarius  longicaudus ) widespread  in  coastal  areas, 
6th- 1 1 th  October. 

Oriental  Pratincole  (dareola  maldivarum  Elmley 
(Kent),  2nd-5th  October. 

Pomarine  Skua  .S'.  pomarina  High  numbers  British 
east  coast  and  Western  Ireland,  e.g.  204  at  Bridge 


of  Ross  (Co.  Clare)  and  194  at  Rocky  Point  (Co. 
Donegal)  on  7th  October. 

Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker  Sphyrapictis  varius  Cape 
Clear  Island  (Co.  Cork),  16th  October. 

Blvth's  Pipit  Anthus  godteuskii  Fair  Isle  (Shetland), 
15th- 1 6th  October. 

Olive-backed  Pipit  .4.  hodgsoni  Fair  Isle,  7th 
October,  11th.  15th:  StilTkey  (.Norfolk).  13th: 
Sandwich  Bay  (Kent),  16th. 

Pechora  Pipit  .4.  gustavi  Fair  Isle,  7th  October. 
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Buff-bellied  Pipit  .1.  rubescens  St  Mary’s  (Scilly), 
9th- 1 6th  October. 

Isabelline  Wheatear  Oenanthe  isabellina  St  Maty  s 
(Scilly),  2nd-3rd  October. 

Pied  Wheatear  0.  pleschanka  Cley  (Norfolk),  16th 
October;  Stronsay  (Orkney),  16th. 

Pallas’s  Grasshopper  Warbler  Locustella  cerlhiola 
Fair  Isle.  6th  October,  9th,  12th. 

Subalpine  Warbler  Sylvia  cantillans  Sands  Cove, 
Toe  Head  (Co.  Cork),  9th  October. 

Pallas’s  Warbler  Phylloscoptis  pmregulus  St  Maty’s 
(Tyne  & Wear),  12th  October;  Howth  Head  (Co. 
Dublin),  1 1th;  Spurn  (Humberside).  16th. 
Radde’s  Warbler  P.  schwarzi  Hartlepool  (Cleve- 
land), 12th  October;  Stronsay.  13th;  Howth  Head, 
14th;  Prior's  Park  (Tyne  & Wear),  15th;  St  Abbs 
(Borders).  15th;  Spurn,  16th:  Blakeney  Point 
(Norfolk),  16th. 

Isabelline  Shrike  Lanins  isabellinus  Durlstone 
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Country  Park  (Dorset),  13th-16th  October;  Spurn, 
1 5th- 1 6th;  Sandwich  Bay,  16th. 

Red-eyed  Vireo  I ireo  olivaceus  Cape  Clear  Island, 
two,  28th  September;  Lowestoft  (Suffolk),  29th; 
Porthgwarra*  (Cornwall),  30th;  St  Marys  (Scilly), 
two,  1 0th-  11th  October,  one  to  16th;  Holy  Island 
(Northumberland),  6th. 

Northern  Parula  Panda  americana  Portland 
(Dorset),  2nd-7th  October;  Cott  Valley,  St  Just 
(Cornwall),  9th- 15th. 

Blackburnian  Warbler  Dendroicafusca  fair  Isle,  7th 
October. 

Blackpoll  Warbler  I).  striata  Porthgwarra,  14th 
October. 

Rustic  Bunting  F.mberiza  nistica  Cape  Clear  Island, 
1 4th  October. 

Northern  Oriole  Icterus  galbula  Benbecula  (West- 
ern Isles),  26th  September;  St  Agnes  (Scilly),  early 
October  to  at  least  12th.  * 


Monthly  marathon 


Sponsored  by 


It  would  be  unfair  to  penalise  those  competitors 
whose  postcards  have  been  delayed  by  the 
British  postal  strike,  or  those  who  were  unable  to 
send  their  entries  at  all  because  of  blocked  post- 
boxes.  We  are,  therefore,  extending  the  deadline 
from  15th  September  to  15th  October,  and  shall 
give  the  results  for  both  the  first  and  second 
photographs  in  this  third  competition  (plates  200 
& 215)  next  month.  The  fourth  photograph  is  shown  below. 


322.  Third  ‘Monthly  marathon’  competition.  Photograph  number  4.  Identify  the  species. 
Read  the  rules  on  page  49  in  the  January  1988  issue,  then  send  in  your  answer  on  a postcard  to 
Monthly  Marathon,  Fountains,  Park  Lane,  Blunham,  Bedford  MK44  3NJ,  to  arrive  by 

15th  December  1988. 
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ALL  BOOKS  ARE  POST  FREE  TO  BRITISH  BIRDS’  SUBSCRIBERS 

Recordings  Please  add  Cl  .75  p & p pet  order  Pleasetick 

Sture  Palmer  & Jeffery  Boswall  .1  Held  Guide  to  the  Bird  Songs  o)  Britain  and  Europe 

Complete  set  of  1 6 cassettes  in  lour  packs  (running  time  approx  13hours)(tst  u pkkf.£IQ5)  £95.00  CD 

Cassette  pack  I Divers  to  gulls CPI  CD  n 

Cassette  pack  2 Terns  to  warblers CP2  CD  ( 

Cassette  pack  3 Ooldcrest  to  crows CP3  CD  | £-B.lM)  eac  h 

Cassette  pack  4 Accidentals CP4  CD  ' 


Complete  set  ot  15  l.P  discs  of  birds  (running  time  approx  12  hours)  (cm  u.prk  t £105) £95.00  CD 

Complete  set  of  15  LP  discs  of  birds  and  2 l.P  discs  of  mammals  (cm  \i  prick  £120) £108.90  (D 

Companion  set  of  recordings  of 69  British  and  European  mammals  (2  l.P  discs) £ 1 3.90  CD 

I o order  individual  discs,  please  use  the  British  BirdShop  order  form  on  pages  xi  & xii  in  vour  January  1988 
issue. 

Kettle  British  Bird  Songs  and  Calls  (2-cassette  pack) £ 1 3.99  Cl 

Mild  Soviet  BirdSongs  (2  cassettes) £ 19.95  CD 

Roche  Birdwalker  (3-cassette  pack)  (C.  Helm) £28.95  CD 


Books  and  other  items  are  included  in  British  BirdShop  only  if  they  are 
approved  by  British  Birds  and  considered  to  be  generally  reliable,  good  value 
and  useful  additions  to  a birdwatcher’s  library.  Any  item  ordered  through 
British  BirdShop  which  fails  to  meet  your  approval  can  be  returned  and  your 
money  will  be  refunded  without  question.  It  is  our  aim  to  provide  British  Birds 
subscribers  with  the  best  and  most  reliable  service  possible.  All  correspond- 
ence concerning  British  BirdShop  should  be  addressed  to  British  BirdShop, 
c/o  NHBS,  2 Wills  Road,  Totnes,  Devon  TQ9  5XN. 


Books  All  listed  books  are  POST  FREE.  New  books  and  special  offers  marked *  * 
Ali  & Ripley  Handbook  of  the  Birds  oj  India  and  Pakistan,  conip.u  i edition  (OTP)  Dfi.ayf.I)  m i 


Expf.ctf.d £75.00  CD 

Askew  The  Dragonflies  of  Europe  ( Harley  Books) £49.95  CD 

Brazil  A Birdwatcher's  Guide  to Japan  ( Harper  & Rownd) Paperback  £8.95  CD 

^British  Birds/1  BCE  International  Bird  Identification  (cm  mi  v £8.50) Paperback  £7.50  CD 

Brown,  Ferguson,  Lawrence  & Lees  Tracks  & Signs  (C.  Helm) £ 1 7.95  CD 

Bruun,  Delin,  Svensson,  Singer  & Zetterstrom  Birds  of Britain  and  Europe  (Country  l.ife) Paperback  £5.95  CD 

Busby  Drawing  Birds  (C.  Helm) £12. 95  CD 

* Busby  Birds  in  Mallorca  (C.  Helm) £ 1 6.95  CD 

Cady  & Hume  The  Complete  Book  of  British  Birds  (AA  & RSPB) £19.95  CD 

‘Chandler  North  Atlantic  Shorebirds  ( Macmi  llan)  Ext  i i mvf  preptm  ication  offer  (usual  price£l2.95) £10.95  CD 

Cramp  Birds  of  the  Western  Palearctic  vol.  1 £75  CD  vol.  2 £75  CD  vol.  3 £75  CD  vol.  4 £75  CD  vol.  5 £75  CD 

Delin  & Svensson  Photographic  Guide  to  the  Birds  of  Britain  and  Europe  (Hamlyn) £15.00  CD 

Diamond,  Schreiber.  Attenborough  & Prestt  Save  the  Birds  (CL  P) £19.50  CD 

Duff,  Hatton  & Stirrup  Not  BB  III Paperback  £1.70  CD 

Falla,  Sibson  & Turbott  Xew  Guide  to  the  Birds  of  New  Zealand  (Collins) £10.95  CD 


vols.  1-3  £30.95  □ 

Ferguson-Lees,  Willis  & Sharrock  The  Shell  Guide  to  the  Birds  of  Britain  and  Ireland  ( Michael  Joseph  i £9.95  CD 

Flint,  Boehrne,  Kostin  & Kuznetsov  Birds  of  the  t SSR  (Princeton) — • £45.30  CD 

Fry,  Keith  & Urban  The  Birds  ofAfrica  (Academic  Press) vol.  1 £71.50  CD  vol.  2 £71.50  CD  vol.  3 £71.50  CD 

Gensbol  Birds  of  Prey  of  Britain  and  Europe . North  Africa  and  the  Middle  East  (Collins) £ 1 4.95  CD 

Gooders  UTiereto  Watch  Birds  in  Britain  and  Europe  (C.  Helm) Paperback  £9.95  CD 

‘Goodwin  Crows  of  the  World2nd  edn(Brit.  Mus.)  Excxtmvt.  offer  (reih  c.fdfrom  £30.00) £22.50  □ 

Harbard  Evenings  at  the  Coot  & Corncrake  (Collins) Paperback  £2.95  LD 

Harbard  .4  Bird-watcher's  Quiz  Book  (Collins) Paperback  £2.95  CD 

Harrison,  C.,  & Reid-Henry.  A.  History  of  the  Birds  of  Britain  (Collins) £ 1 4.95  LJ 

Harrison,  P.  Seabirds:  an  identification  guide  Revised  edn.  (C.  Helm)  Best  Bird  Book  of  1983 £19.95  LD 

Harrison,  P.  Seabirds  of  the  World:  a photographic  guide  (C.  Helm) Paperback  £15.95  CD 

Hayman,  Marchant  & Prater  Shorebirds:  an  identification  guide  to  the  leaders  oj  the  World  (C.  Helm' 

Best  Bird  Book  of  1986 £21.95  CD 

Hosking,  Hosking  & Flegg  Eric  Hashing 's  Birds  of  Prey  of  the  I Corld(  Pelham) £15.95  LJ 


Please  use  the  British  BirdShop  form  on  page  xvi  to  complete  your  order. 
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British  BirdShop 


(continued) 


ALL  BOOKS  ARE  POST  FREE  TO  ‘BRITISH  BIRDS’  SUBSCRIBERS 

Please  tick  Z 

»♦ 

Inskipp,.  1 Bird  Watcher's  Guide  to  Sepal  (Bird  \\  at  cher’s  Ciuides) Paperback  £8.75  CD 

King,  Dickinson  & Woodcock  .-1  Field  Guide  to  the  Birds  of  South-East  Asia  (Collins) Paperback  £8.95  CD 

*Knvstautas  The  Satural  History  of  the  I SSR  (Century)  kf.ih  ( F.ltFROM  £14.95 £6.95  LJ 

Lack  Hie  Atlas  of  Wintering  Birds  in  Britain  & Ireland  ( Poyser)  Bf.s  i Bird  Book  of  1987 £20.00  1 — I 

Madge  & Burn  Wildfowl:  an  identification  guide  to  the  ducks,  geese  and  swans  of  the  World  (C.  Helm) 

Bf.si  Bird  Book  of  1988  £19.95  □ 

Mearns,  Mearns  & Rees  Biographies  for  Birdwatchers  (Academic  Press) £1 7.50  I — I 

National  Geographic  Society  Field  Guide  to  the  Birds  of  Worth  America  2nd  revised  edn Paperback  £10.95  I — I 

Oddie  Bill  Oddie's  Little  Black  Bird  Book  (Methuen) Paperback  £1.95  ED 

Oddie  Gone Birding  (Methuen) £7.95  ED 

Oddie  Birdwatching  with  Bill  Oddie  (Macmillan) £8.95  CD 

Paz  & Eshbol  The  Birds  of Israel  (C.  Helm)  £21 .95  CD 

Perrins  Collins  Sew  Generation  Guide  to  the  Birds  of  Britain  and  Europe Paperback  £6.95  CD  Hardback  £ 10.95  CD 

Peterson,  Moun  tfort  & Hollom.4  Field  Guide  to  the  Birds  of  Britain  and  Europe  (Collins) £8.95  EH. 

Pyle,  Howell,  Yunick  & DeSante  Identification  Guide  to  Xorth  American  Passerines  (Slate  Creek  Press) £15.00  ED 

Readers  Digest  Complete  Book  of  Australian  Birds £30.00  CD 

Readers  Digest  Complete  Book  of  Sew  Zealand  Birds £30.00  CD 

Redman  & Harrap  Birdwatching  in  Britain:  a site-by-site  guide  (C.  Helm) £12.95  CD 

*Sharrock  Ihe  Frontiers  of  Bird  Identification  (British  Birds)  (l  si  ai.prici  £9.95) £7.95  CD 

Simmons  & Prytherch  The  Sunning  Behaviour  of  Birds  (Bristol  OC) Paperback  £7.50  CD 

Snow  .4  Study  of  Blackbirds  Revised  edn  (British  Museum) Paperback  £7.95  CD 

*Voous  Owls  of  the  Northern  Hemisphere  (Collins) £45.00  CD 

British  Birds  The  ' British  Birds'  List  of  Birds  of  the  Western  Palearctic 

1978  edn  £0.60  CD  1984  edn,  if  other  books  ordered,  £1.00  CD  1984  edn  £1.85  CD 

If  you  know  the  current  price,  you  can  order  \\v  natural  history  book  in  print  by  using  the  write-in  ordf.rs 
section  below.  On  these  write-in  orders,  please  add  10%  for  postage  and  packing  (up  to  a maximum  of  £3.50). 
* All  books  published  by  T.  & A.  1).  Poyser  can  be  ordered  in  the  write-in  orders  section  below. 


WRITE-IN  ORDERS  . 


Binders 

The  British  Birds  Binder  (holds  12  issues  & index) £6.95  CD 

Ties 

Ties,  with  Red  Grouse  emblem  in  white,  £6.95  each:  Blue  CD  Green  □ B rown  CD  Maroon  □ 


PRICES  VALID  DURING  NOVEMBER  1988 


Make  all  cheques  and  POs  payable  to  British  Birds.  Payment  can  be  made  in  l'S$  or  Irish  punts  at  current  exchange  rates 
Sterling  payments  can  also  be  made  directly  into  I K Giro  account  number  37  >88  6303.  but  please  still  post  this  form.  Please 
allow  28  davs  for  delivers'  in  IK.  longer  if  abroad.  To  qualify  For  PC  )ST  FREE  please  quote  your  BB  ref.  no 


V Ref. 

Name 

No. 

Total  £ Cheque/PO enclosed  CD  Giro  payment  made  CD 


You  can  also  pay  using 
these  credit  cards: 


If  your  address  for  credit  card  purposes  is  different  from  that  above,  give  it  here 


Please  debit  my  Access A’isa/MasterCard/Kurocairi 

Expiry  date 


Signal  lire 


You  can  phone  in  your  credit  card  orders,  but  please  quote  your  BB  ref.  no.  as  well  as  your  credit  card  no 
i Fi . l otnes  (0803)  865913 


Send  order  to:  British  BirdShop,  c/o  NHBS,  2 Wills  Road,  Totnes,  Devon  TQ9  5XN 
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veritas  fine  arts 


is  proud  to  offer  this 
print  of  a Peregrine 
Falcon  by  the  well- 
known  wildlife  artist 
Barry  Driscoll  ARCA. 
From  an  original 
tempera  painting,  the 
print  is  on  Fabriano 
paper  with  an  image  size 
of  22!/2"  X 14/2",  and  is 
limited  to  an  edition  of 
750  signed  by  the  artist. 
Each  print  costs  £85.00 
inc.  p & p.  For  each  one 
sold,  £10.00  will  be 
donated  to  the  Flawk 


Trust:  charity  number 
259359. 


Order  Form:  To  veritas  fine  arts  13  Knightsbridge  Green,  London  SW1X  7QL. 

I enclose  a cheque/postal  order  for  £ payable  to  Veritas  Fine  Arts  for 

copies  of  the  Peregrine  Falcon  print  by  Barn  Driscoll  ARCA. 

Name 

Address 


delivery  within  28  days 
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(block  capitals  please) 
(D422) 


Authorised  U.K.  Dealer  for 

Tele  Vue 

TELESCOPES  AND  EYEPIECES 

Even  Better  Than  You  Imagined! 

Send  £2.00  (refundable  with  order)  for  colour 
literature  on  the  finest  range  of  telescopes  avail- 
able. With  patented  Plossis,  Wide-Field,  and 
Nagler  eyepieces.  The  World's  Best.  Superb 
Binoculars  now  available. 

139  Dean  House,  Eastfield  Avenue,  Walker, 
(D397)  Newcastle  upon  Tyne  NE6  4UU 


Telephone:  091  263  8826 


THE  AUTHENTIC  BIRDWATCHING  GAME 

• A game  for  experts  or  beginners 

• All  ages  from  7 upwards 

• Fun  • Competitive  • Educational 

• Recommended  by  experienced  birdwatchers 

• Superb  original  bird  illustrations  by  Philip  Snow 

• Over  500  full  colour  birdcards 

• Recreates  a 24  hour  bird  race  in  your  own  home 

• Fast  moving  race  against  time  #The  ideal  gift 


Please  send  me  . games  @ £27.75  each  including  U.K  p & p 

To:  name  

address 


Please  make  cheques/postal  orders  payable  to  Bill  Oddie's  Great  Bird 
Race  Game'  Telephone  orders  welcome  021  328  2793 
Send  orders  to:  Bill  Oddie's  Great  Bird  Race  Game', 

Bamar  Works.  180  Aston  Hall  Road,  Aston  Birmingham.  86  7LD 

Please  allow  28  days  for  delivery  (D405) 
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Cygnus  Wildlife 


v&tcjT&id 

rim 


JANUARY-JUNE 

KENYA 

SRI  LANKA 

NORTHERN  INDIA 

TIGER  SPECIAL 

VENEZUELA 

TEXAS 

ZIMBABWE 

HONG  KONG  AND  CHINA 

AUSTRIA 

HUNGARY 

SOVIET  ASIA  AND  SIBERIA 

CAMARGUE 

PYRENEES 


JULY-DECEMBER 

ARIZONA 

HUNGARY 

VENEZUELA 

PERU 

ARGENTINA 

ECUADOR  AND  GALAPAGOS  ISLANDS 

GAMBIA 

ETHIOPIA 

NEW  ZEALAND 

FALKLAND  ISLANDS 

RANN  OF  KUTCH  AND  SOUTHERN 

INDIA 


Tour  groups  have  a maximum  of  18  participants,  are  escorted  by  experienced 
leaders  and  we  cater  for  all  levels  of  expertise.  If  you  would  like  further 
information  about  any  of  these  holidays,  we  will  be  delighted  to 
receive  your  enquiry  at  the  following  address: 

CYGNUS  WILDLIFE  HOLIDAYS,  96  Fore  Street, 

Kingsbridge,  Devon  TQ7  1PY. 

Tel:  (0548)  6178  (D394) 


wxrawG 


habit  today! 


The  Magazine  that  tells  you 
all  about  understanding 
behaviour... correct 

identification. ..where  to  look  for  different  species. 

So... 

Whether  you're  restricted  to  the  back  garden  or  planning  to  travel  further 
afield,  whether  you're  experienced  ora  beginner.  Bird  Watching  Magazine 
provides  the  answers. 

I K tiH  it  ith  the  \<n  ember  issue  (on  sale  October  27) 

"Book  Buyer  s Guide  to  Birds  and  the  Countryside"  offering  advice  and 
guidance  on  the  best  books  available  to  add  to  your  library  . An 
indispensable  guide  to  help  you  draw  up  your  Christmas  gift  list. 


£1 .20  at  your 
newsagent! 

mjj 

(D359) 
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Birdwatchers 


— we 
need 
you! 

The  British  Trust  for 
Ornithology  keeps  computerised 
records  of  all  British  species  — 
breeding  patterns,  the  movement  of 
migrants,  the  growth  and  decline  of 
populations  and  habitats,  and  the 
effects  of  changing  environments. 

This  information  is  published  and  is 
used  for  Atlases  and  Censuses,  and 
by  Government  and  conservation 
bodies  in  a great  variety  of  ways,  to 
ensure  the  protection  of  Britain’s 
bird  populations. 

But  the  collection  of  this 
information  depends  on  dedicated 
bird-watchers  like  yourself.  Put  your 
bird-watching  to  practical  use  - 
become  a BTO  Member  today! 


The  British  Trust 
for  Ornithology 


Patron:  HRH  The  Duke  of  Edinburgh  KG,  KT 

Beech  Grove,  Tring,  Herts  HP23  5NR 
Reg.  Charity  2 1 6652 

^To  The  British  Trust  for  Ornithology, 

1 Beech  Grove,  Tring,  Herts  HP23  5NR. 
Please  enrol  me  as  a member  of  the  BTO. 

I enclose  my  cheque/PO  for  £ 1 2 made 
payable  to ‘The  BTO  Q 
■ Please  send  further  details  of  the  BTO  | | 

I I enclose  my  donation  £ 

| NAME  (Block  letters  please) 

I ADDRESS 


(BB4)j 


(D390) 


Classified  Advertisements 

All  advertisements  must  be 

PREPAID 

and  sent  to 

British  Birds  Advertising 
Fountains,  Park  Lane,  Blunham, 
Bedford  MK44  3NJ. 

Telephone  0621  815085 

Rates 

(including  15%  VAT) 

£2.10  a line — average  of  6 words 

£8.00  a centimetre — 

min.  2 centimetres 

Box  Number  counts  as  2 words  is 

£1 .00  extra  per  insertion 

Replies  should  be  sent  to  the 

above  address 

Series  Discounts 

3 insertions  for  the  price  of  2 
6 insertions  for  the  price  of  4 


Copy  Date 
5th  of  month 
preceding  publication 

Please  post  early 
to  avoid  disappointment. 


HO  LI  DA  Y A CCOMMODA  TION 
ENGLAND 


TTjr  Beautiful  Georgian  Hotel 

r Hit  Excellent  Food  & Accommodation 

Lawns  h0u,  Norfolk. 

HOTEL  M (0263)  713390  ^ 


CIJEY 
5 miles 
Bargain 
Breaks 
( RB384  > 


FARM  COTTAGES  between  Lindisfarne  Re- 
serve and  The  Fames.  Comfortable  and  well 
equipped.  Sorry  no  pets.  Brochure:  Mr  J. 
McNish.  Outchester  Farm,  Belford,  Northum- 
berland. Tel:  06683  336.  (BB386) 

RYDAL.  Three  cottages,  sleep  4 and  6,  weekly- 
lets.  Fisher  Hoggarth,  52  Kirkland.  Kendal.  Tel: 
0539  22592,  office  hours.  (BB460) 

CHARLTON  HOUSE  HOTEL,  Dawlish.  AA 
RAC  two  star.  Excellent  food.  F.xe  Estuary  and 
Dawlish  Warren.  Dawlish  863260.  (BB5  12| 

COUNTRY  COTTAGES  between  Alnwick  & 
Belford  sleep  up  to  6.  Fully  equipped,  self- 
catering, available  throughout  the  year.  Well 
placed  for  Holy  Island  & Fame  Islands,  Cheviot 
Hills  and  many  places  of  natural  beauty.  S.A.E.: 
Lady  Gadsden,  606  Gilbert  House,  Barbican, 

I -ondon  EC2Y  8B1 ).  Tel:  0 1 -638  9968.  ( BB623) 

NR  MINSMF.RE.  Bed  and  breakfast  at  16th  c. 
moated  farmhouse  in  peaceful  country  setting. 
Hill  House,  Sibton.  Tel:  Yoxford  662.  (BB624) 
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To  Advertise  Phone  0621  815085 


BLAKENEY — we  offer  comfort,  warmth,  bed 
and  breakfast,  own  bathroom  and  sitting  room. 
I el:  Cley  740876.  (BB593) 

ISLES  OF  SCILLY,  I lie  Wheelhouse,  St. 
Marys.  Licensed  Guest  House.  Open  all 
year  round,  good  food  and  comfortable 
surroundings  next  to  the  log  count  venue. 
T el:  0720  22719.  ' ( BB536) 

15TH  C.  COACHING  INN  midwax  Boss 
Hereford  amidst  gentle  wooded  hills,  two  fields 
from  River  Wye.  A comfortable  and  informal 
place  xvtih  proper  emphasis  on  real  food,  real 
ales  and  civilised  prices.  Log  tires.  C.H.  15 
bedrooms  inc.  four  poster,  all  en-suile.  lea 
coflee,  colour  I A ..  Radio.  Hair  Dryers,  1 rouser 
Presses  etc.  Egon  Ronav.  Relais  Routier.  E.T  B. 
fhree  Crowns.  A. A.  and  R.A.C.  2 Stars.  Charm- 
ing sell  catering  cottages  also  available.  Applx 
(he  Green  Man  Inn,  1 ownhope.  Hereford  HR1 
1PE.  I el:  (0132  77)218.  (BB 170) 

‘ORCHARD  HOUSE’,  Thornham.  Norfolk, 
B/ B and  S/C.  048  526 259.  (BB4I7) 

NR.  NTH  NEK  RESERVES  Licensed  (.nest 
House  run  by  birders  for  birders.  Jean  & Tony 
Bellars,  Haydn  House,  Avenue  Road.  Hunstan- 
ton. Tel:  331 1 5.  (BB633) 

CLEY.  3 Quality  cottages  (sleep  I.  6 and  6+2). 
Quiet.  Comfortable.  Excellent  value.  Brochure: 
(0353)710770.  (BB6I8) 

CLEY.  Attractive  house  in  village,  four  bed- 
rooms, large  garden,  garage,  c.h.  Available  all 
year.  Details  from  Mrs  E.  Album,  47  I.vndale 
Avenue,  London  NW2.  Tel:  01-431  2912. 

(BB670) 

ISLES  OF  SCILLY  'Seaview  Moorings',  St 
Man’s.  Personal  sendee  from  resident  prop- 
rietors. Torn  and  Linda.  Overlooking  harbour, 
close  to  quay  and  town — licensed — in-room  tea 
and  coffee  making  facilities — extensive  breakfast 
menu — pets  welcome.  Also  ‘The  Aft  Cabin  our 
own  self-contained  holiday  flat.  SAL  for  details 
or  telephone  Tony  or  Linda  Dingley  on  0720 
22327.  (BB677) 

NORFOLK,  CLEY-NEXT-SEA  1 MILE.  Flint 
stones  Guest  House.  W iveton  Holt.  Full  C H. 
H&C,  tea  coffee  making  lacs.  Col  TV  all  rooms. 
Evening  meal  optional.  Open  nearly  all  year. 
Please  ring  for  brochure.  Sorry  No  Smoking  I el: 
0263  740337.  (BB657) 


Please  mention 
BRITISH  BIRDS 
when  replying  to 
advertisements 


PENRITH,  CUMBRIA.  Small,  friendly,  licensed 
private  hotel  run  by  BTO/RSPB  members  with 
library  of  maps  and  books  on  natural  historv 
specialising  in  birds.  Ideal  centre  for  Haweswater. 
Solway  and  Geltsdale.  Most  bedrooms  en-suite.  all 
with  TV  and  tea  coffee  making  facilities.  B&B  £12- 
16.50.  AA/RAC.  E.T.B.  T hree  Crowns.  Angela  and 
Ivor  Davies.  Woodland  House  Hotel.  Wordsworth 
Street.  Tel:076864177.  (BB637) 


EXMOOR  for  country  and  animal  liners.  Farm- 
house accommodation,  bed  and  breakfast  and 
evening  meal,  or  self-catering  cottage.  Details 
from:  French.  Brendon  Barton.  I.vnlon.  Devon. 
Tel:  059  87  201.  (BB38I) 

ISLES  OF  SCILLY,  Mincarlo  Guest  House.  St. 
Mary’s.  Superbly  situated  in  own  grounds  over- 
looking the  harbour.  W rite  to:  Colin  Duncan  or 
Tel:  0720  225 1 3.  i BA5fl  t 

WELLS-NEXT-THE-SEA,  NORFOLK.  Warm 
welcome.  B&B.  EM  opt.  I.es  Routiers  recom- 
mended. I el:  0328  710381.  (BB635) 

NORTH  NORFOLK.  B.B  in  comfortable 
home.  Secluded  position  in  2 .ti  res  near 
Fakenham  -equidistant  to  all  North  Coast 
Reserves— 032829  12.  (BB644) 

SHF.R1NGIIAM,  NORFOLK,  comfortable, 
well  equipped  cottage.  150  vards  from  sea  and 
shops.  Sleeps  6.  CH.  Aga.  Garage.  Fncl  garden. 
Available  all  year  .Tel:  0263  860531.  (BB617) 

SCILLY  ISLES.  Holidax  Hat.  Details  <1720 

22935.  (BB65I ) 

EXMOOR.  Peaceful  s catering  c heated  holidax 
homes  in  National  Trust  Village.  Marshes, 
woods  and  moorland  rich  in  birdlife.  Reduced 
spring/autumn  terms.  Open  all  year.  Stamp  to 
Sheila  W right.  Pack  Horse.  Allerford.  nr  Mine- 
head.  Tel:  0643  862473.  ( BB652) 

OLD  HUNSTANTON.  NORFOLK.  Overlook- 
ing the  Wash.  Fully  equipped  holiday  cottages, 
col  I V,  gas  CH.  Close  beach,  available  all  vear. 
Mrs  Findsav,  4 Marks  Road.  Warlingham.  Sur- 
rev  CR3  9SH.  T el:  Upper  Warlingham  (088-32) 
2013.  (BB626) 

FARM  COTTAGES  between  Holv  Island.  The 
Fames  and  Cheviots.  Comfortable,  well  equip- 
ped. Mrs  Nixon.  Swinhoe,  Belford.  Northumber- 
land. Tel:  06683  370.  (BB631) 

WALES 

ANGLESEY.  Excellent  Sea  watching.  Waders. 
W ildfowl  and  Breeders.  Comfortable,  residen- 
tial centre,  wholesome  food,  ideal  for  Club  or 
Group  field  trips.  Focal  information  and  advice. 
Ian  W right.  Outdoor  Alternative.  Rhoscolyn. 
Holvhead  LI  .65  2NQ.  T el:  0107  860169.  (BB573) 
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TREGARON.  Cambrian  CofTee  Shoppe.  Home 
cooking.  B&B,  £8.  Em,  £4.50.  Tel:  Mrs  Knight, 
097  44637.  (BB619) 

ANGLESEY.  Superb  beachside  hotel  with  mag- 
nificent views.  Ideal  centre  for  bird  watchers  and 
botanists  in  area  noted  for  its  lakes,  reserves  and 
coastline  of  outstanding  beauty.  Come  to  ‘High- 
ground’  AA/RAC  listed,  licensed,  for  warm 
welcome,  excellent  food  and  accommodation. 
Brochure:  Mrs  Karen  Hayter,  Highground, 
Ravenspoint  Road,  Trearddur  Bay,  Gwynedd 
LL65  2YY.  Tel:  0407  860078.  (BB649) 

ABERGYNOLWYN  — bird  watchers/walkers 
paradise.  Peaceful,  scenic  area  of  Mid  Wales. 
Homely  accommodation.  C/H,  H&C,  dogs 
welcome.  B&B  £7/£8,  EM  £8.50.  Details  sae. 
Riverside  Guest  House,  Abergynolwyn.  Tywyn, 
Gwynedd.  Tel:  0654  77285.  (BB656) 

SCOTLAND 

FINSTOWN,  mainland.  Orkney.  Stay  with  a 
local  birder.  Bed  and  breakfast.  (E.M.  optional). 
Williams,  Fairholm,  Finstown.  lei;  0856 
76817.  (BB625) 

ISLE  OF  ISLAY,  l.ochside  Hotel.  Situated  on 
the  edge  of  Loch  Indaal.  Birdwatching  all  the 
year  round.  Superb  2 star  accommodation  with 
full  central  heating.  All  rooms  have  private 
bathroom  or  shower  with  wash  hand  basin, 
colour  TV,  radio,  telephone  & tea/coffee  making 
facilities.  Fully  licensed.  Brochure  & tarifi  from 
proprietor  Mrs  Eileen  McNab.  L.ochside  Hotel, 
Bowmore,  Isle  of  Islay,  Argyll  PA43  71. B.  Eel: 
Bowmore  (049-681 ) 244/265.  (BB650) 

THE  HOTEL,  Isle  of  Colonsay,  Argyll  PA61 
7YP.  Demi-pension  (Private  bath)  from  £80.00. 
Details,  brochures,  map  (bird  list  on  request). 
Tel:  09512  816.  (BB582) 

ISLE  OF  ISLAY.  B&B,  colour  TV,  tea  making 
facilities,  hot/cold  and  central  heating  in  all 
rooms.  Glenview  House,  Portnahaven,  Islay, 
Argyll  PA47  7SL.  Tel:  049-686  303.  (BB636) 

ISLAY,  GEESE.  Warm  cottages  sleep  8,  7 or  2. 
Ladv  Wilson,  Ancala,  Port  Charlotte,  lei: 
289.'  (BB673) 

GALLOWAY.  Hills,  lochs,  forests  and  sea. 
Speciality,  birds  of  prey  and  waterfowl.  High 
quality  self-catering  houses,  cottages,  flats.  De- 
tails send  30p  stamp  to:  G.  M.  Thomson  & Co. 
27  King  Street,  Castle  Douglas.  (BB662) 

OVERSEAS 

MAJORCA,  NORTH.  Familiar  Hotel.  Hall- 
board.  Special  car  hire  rates  in  low  season.  Tel: 
5.31998  ‘Oriola’  Pollensa.  (BB454) 

NEGLECTED  S.E.  SPAIN,  interesting  breed- 
ing birds,  migrants.  Small  modern  house,  inex- 
pensive, convenient  airport.  Details,  list.  Tel: 
(0233)628547.  (BB664) 


OVERSEAS  HOLIDAYS.  Example:  Turkey 
£290 — full  board.  Spain  £290.  Write  for  brochure 
to  Graham  Faithfull  Activity  Holidays,  3/4 
Sheepmarket,  Stamford,  Lines  PE92RB.  (BB659) 


BIRD  HA  TCHING  HO  LI  DA  YS 

DAY  TRIPS  TO  RUTLAND  WATER.  Lon- 
don £17.  Manchester  £18.  Write  for  brochure  to 
Graham  Taithfull  Activity  Holidays  Ltd,  3/4 
Sheepmarket,  Stamford,  Lines  PK9  2RB.(BB660) 

SPAIN 

Mancha  8c  Central  Sierras  (Y  J yv 
Doriana  8c  South-West  ((  £&,  JJ 

Pyrenees  8c  Ebro  Delta  yyj*  . 'Ny 

April,  May,  June  1989 

Tom  Gullick  lives  in  Spain.  He  will 
show  you  the  rarest  birds  in  the  most 
beautiful  and  remote  areas.  Expect  to 
see  5 different  eagles,  3 vultures,  2 
bustards,  2 sandgrouse,  White-headed 
Duck,  Gallinule,  Eagle  Owl,  Black 
Stork,  with  many  ducks,  waders  and 
passerines  on  spring  migration.  Also 
Lammergeier,  Wallcreeper,  Dupont’s 
Lark,  Alpine  Accentor,  Black  Wood- 
pecker on  new  Pyrenees  Tour.  1 1 & 8 
day  tours  for  3-4  persons  only,  by 
Range  Rover.  11  years  and  over  1,000 
days  of  field  experience  in  Spain. 

Tom  Gullick,  c/o  Mrs  M.  Parker, 

5 Tile  Barn  Close,  Farnborough, 
Hants.  GUI  4 8LS.  Tel:  0252  54721  3. 

(BB616) 

NATURAL  BREAK  HOLIDAYS 

(A  Division  of  Algarve  Birdwatch  Ltd.) 
Spring  ’89  guided  birdwatching  tours. 
Algarve,  Portugal  9th- 16th  April,  16th-23rd 
April.  W'rite  to:  32  Coronation  Road,  Map- 
perley,  Nottingham  NG3  5JS  or  telephone 
0602  602587.  (BB642) 

OVERSEAS  birdwatching  holidays,  examples — 
Full  board  £290  Turkey,  self-catering  £290 
Spain.  W rite  for  brochure  to  Graham  Taithfull 
Activity  Holidays  Ltd,  3/4  The  Sheepmarket, 
Stamford,  Lines  PE9  2RB.  (BB680) 

SKOKHOLME/SKOMER  ISLANDS,  PEM- 
BROKESHIRE. Thousands  of  seabirds,  carpets 
of  flowers.  Some  courses.  S.a.e.  Dept  BB, 
WWN  TC,  7 Market  Street,  Haverfordwest, 
Dyfed  SA6  11NF.  Tel:  Haverfordwest  (0437) 
5462.  (BB1II) 
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Bird ln«  package  holidays 


EILAT 

March  1989 
From  £312 


The  next  great  Sunbirder  event.  Be  there! 


Includes  4-star  hotel  B&B;  Information  Pack; 

evening  get-together  and  Log. 

Group  discount.  Optional  minibus  excursions; 
cheap  car-hire. 

100%  rated  “highly  successful"  by  1988  group. 
Details  from: 

SUNBIRDER,  Box  76C,  Sandy,  Beds  SG19  IDF 
V Telephone:  0767  82969  (24  hrs)  (bb663)> 


SPECIAL  OVERSEAS  birdwatching  holidays 
for  the  elderly.  Relaxed  style  and  extra  staff 
Write  for  full  brochure  and  state  l ours  for  the 
Elderly’,  to  Graham  Faithful!  Activity  Holidays 
l td,  3/4  The  Sheepmarket,  Stamford,  Lines  IT. 9 
2RB.  (BB681) 


HAMPSHIRE  BIRD  REPORT  1987  edition 
now  available  £2.80  (1986  £2.30  1985  £1.30)  also 
many  back  numbers  to  I960  available  at  80p.  All 
prices  include  postage.  Chris  Lovett,  Sales 
Officer,  H.O.S.,  leal  Cottage.  Salisbury  Lane. 
Over  Wallop,  Stockbridge.  Hants  SO20 
»IJ  (BB678) 


BOOKS 


BIRDWATCHING  IN  CRETE  Enlarged  2nd 
edition.  £2.95  inc.  p.  & p.  Stephanie  Coghlan,  25 
1 horpe  Lane,  Huddersfield,  W.  Yorks.  HD5 
8TA.  (BB682) 

BOOKS  ON  BIRDS,  MAMMALS,  ETC., 
BOUGHT  8c  SOLD.  Also  f ield  Sports,  Big 
Game,  Travel,  Science,  the  Arts,  etc.  Catalogues 
issued.  David  Grayling,  Crosby  Ravensworth, 
Penrith,  Cumbria  CA10  3JP.  09315  282. 

(BB614) 


WILDLIFE  HOLIDAYS 


WEST  OF  IRELAND.  Wildlife  holidays,  natural 
history  courses,  field  studies  facilities  for  individuals 
and  small  groups.  Good  food  and  comfortable 
accommodation  overlooking  Connemara  mountains 
and  Lough  Corrib.  Guided  tours  to  Connemara,  the 
Burren  and  the  Cliffs  of  Moher.  Contact  I)r  Tony 
W’hilde,  Corrib  Conservation  Centre,  \rdnasillagh, 
Oughterard,  Co.  Galway.  (BB426) 


SITU  A TIONS  \ A CANT 


ASSISTANT  WARDEN.  Calf  of  Man  Bird 
Observatory,  required  for  1989  season  (mid- 
March  to  mid-November).  Ringing  permit  and 
some  experience  of  mist-netting  desirable. 
Wages  £63.30  per  week,  gross  (less  national 
insurance  contributions)  and  accommodation. 
Further  details  from  The  Secretary,  Manx 
Museum  and  National  Trust,  Douglas,  Isle  of 
Man.  Tel:  (0624)  75522.  (BB654) 


BIRD  REPORTS 


FIFE  BIRD  REPORT  '87.  Illustrations,  articles 
etc.  ’85  and  86  also  available.  £2.30  each  inc. 
p&p  from  1).  Dickson,  45  Hawthorn  Terrace, 
ThomtonKYI  3I)W.  (BB617) 

‘BIRDS  IN  CORNWALL  1987’,  £3.50  post  free 
from  Stanley  Christophers,  5 Newquay  Road.  St 
Columb,  Cornwall  TR9  6RW.  (BB638) 

AVON  BIRD  REPORT  1987—  £3  (post  paid) 
from  P.  J.  Chadwick,  3 Hill  Burn.  Henleaze, 
Bristol  BS9  4RH.  (BB665) 

BRADFORD  BIRD  REPORT  1987,  inc.  Ring- 
ing Report  and  Ornithological  Review.  Only 
£1.80  inc.  p&p  from  B.  Hunt,  3.3  Carr  Green 
Drive,  Brighouse,  W.  Yorks  HD6  31.1  . (BB667) 


HENRY  SOTHERAN  LTD 

Ij/ndrm  \ lending  nnuthologicnt  fund  %tockist\ 
Catalogue  now  available. 

NEW  specialist  natural  history  bookshop, 
now  open,  containing  our  full  range  of 
bird  books  and  reports, 
plus  a comprehensive  selection  of  other 
natural  history  titles 
(new  and  secondhand) 

HENRY  SOTHERAN  LTD 
2 Princes  Arcade,  Piccadilly, 
London  SW1Y  6DS 
Telephone:  01-439  6151  nnt,  t 


LATEST  Natural  History  catalogue  from  'Ave- 
nue Books’,  76  Front  Street.  I vnemouth.  Tvne 
& W ear  NL304RG.  (BB622) 


The  original 

BIRDWATCHERS 
LOGBOOK 

The  most  concise  way  to  record  your 
observations.  Monthly,  annual  and  life 
columns  for  762  species,  plus  1 59 
diary  pages.  Send  £5.50  to: 

Coxton  Publications,  _ 

Eastwood,  Beverley  Rd.  Walkington.  § 
Beverley,  N.  Humberside  HU17  8RP  § 


NATURAL  HISTORY  BOOKS.  Secondhanc 
and  new,  bought  and  sold.  Catalogues:  J.  E. 
Oliver,  Malt  Cottage,  Croft  Yard.  Wells,  Nor- 
folk. (BB683) 

FOR  SALE.  Bird  Study  complete  to  1986  in  17 
covers,  standard  binding  some  spines  faded. 
Ringing  & Migration  six  vols  in  3 covers.  Bird 
Migration  1958 — 1963  in  2 covers  (custom 
bound).  Write  Box  No.  77.  c/o  Fountains,  Park 
Lane,  Blunham,  Bedford  MK44 3NJ.  (BB676) 
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ORNITHOLOGICAL  GUIDES  in  the  Lei's 
look  at  . . series.  Majorca  S\Y  Spain.  The 
Camargue,  Montenegro.  Ethiopia,  Eastern  Au- 
stria. South  Morocco,  North  East  Greece.  Van- 
couver and  The  Rockies,  Sri  I.anka.  Lapland  and 
Arctic  Norway.  The  Gambia,  North  W est  Tur- 
key, N.  India  and  Australia,  0.00  per  copy, 
Omitholidays,  1-3  Victoria  Drive,  Bognor  Regis, 
Susses  P02 1 2P\V.  (BB493) 

RARE  AND  SECONDHAND  books  on  birds, 
natural  history,  gardening  and  field  sports 
bought  and  sold.  Peter  Blest,  VVateringbury, 
Maidstone,  Kent.  Tel:  0622 8 1 2940.  (BB 198) 

FINE  AND  SECONDHAND  BOOKS  on 

ornithology  and  natural  history.  Catalogue  from 
Pandion  Books,  Carr  Close,  Rainton,  Thirsk 
Y07  3PS.  (BB643) 

‘BIRD  BOOKS’.  Good  secondhand  books 
bought  and  sold.  Free  catalogue  from,  and  offers 
to  Briant  Books,  94  Quarry  Lane,  Kelsall, 
Tarporley,  Cheshire  CW6  ONJ.  Tel:  0829  51804. 

(BB648) 


SCO  TTISH  ORNITHOLOGISTS’  CLUB 
THE  BIRD  BOOKSHOP 
1.000  titles  in  stock  ★ Credit  Cards  welcome 
Free  comprehensive  catalogue  from: 
The  Bird  Bookshop 

21  Regent  Terrace,  Edinburgh  EH7  ,5BT 
Tel:  031-556  6042  (anytime)  ^3555) 


FOR  SALE 


BB,  an  exceptionally  long  run  of  52  vols  in 
standard  binding:  vols  19  (1925)  to  71  in  good 
condition  (vol  37  absent).  Offers  to:  The  Libra- 
rian, BENHS,  c/o  The  Alpine  Club,  74  South 
Audley  Street,  London  \Y  1 Y 5FF.  (BB630) 


DRAWINGS  & PHOTOGRAPHS 
FROM  ‘BB’.  Many  of  the  original 
bird-drawings  and  prints  of  the  bird- 
photographs  published  in  British  Birds 
can  be  purchased.  Letters  containing 
enquiries  or  offers  will  be  forwarded  if 
addressed  to  the  named  individual 
artist  or  photographer,  c/o  Fountains, 
Park  Lane,  Blunham,  Bedford  MK44 
3NJ.  (BB613) 


ZEISS  WEST,  8 x 50B,  10  x 50  Series  25,  as 
new,  cheap!  Tel:  0326  74865.  (BB640) 

BIRD  JOURNAL  BACKNUMBERS  SUP- 
PLIED. (BB.  Bird  Study,  County  Reports,  etc.), 
David  Morgan,  Whitmore,  Umberleigh,  Devon. 

(BB653) 


Rare  Bird 

Photographic  Library 


TO  ALL  RARE  BIRD  PHOTOGRAPHERS: 
This  is  a new  service  to  enable  you  to  profit 
from  your  rare  bird  photographs.  You  will 
receive  a minimum  of  forty  pence 
for  each  print  sold  through  the  library.  For 
more  details  send  a S.A.E,  to  the  address 
below. 


RARE  BIRD  COLOUR  PRINTS  FOR  SALE: 
You  can  obtain  the  latest  list  of  rare  bird 
photographs  by  sending  a large  S.A.E.  to  the 
address  below.  All  prints  are  size  6"  x 4"  and 
cost  £1 .20  plus  20p  for  P&P. 

Robin  Chittenden,  65  Sandringham  Road, 
Norwich,  Norfolk  (BB668) 


PARABOLIC  REFLECTOR  specially  de- 
signed for  recording  birdsong.  Hand  or  tripod 
mounting.  £30  incl  p&p.  SAE  details,  Richard 
Margoschis,  80  Mancetter  Road,  Atherstone 
CV9INH.  (BB672) 


HERTEL  & REUSS  25-60  x 60  Televari 
telescope.  Excellent  condition.  £125  o.n.o.  Tel: 
Clavering,  Essex  (079)  985634  evenings.  (BB666) 


AMSTRAD  PCW/PC  OWNERS 

Record  your  bird  sitings  on  computer. 
Disk  contains  British  Bird  List  (530+ 
species).  For  each  birding  trip  quickly 
tick  birds  from  screen  displays.  Recall 
trip  list,  add  comments  against  each 
bird.  Updates  to  year/life  lists.  Various 
Printouts.  Editing  Facilities.  Ideal  Gift. 
State  computer  model. 

SAE  for  details  or  £15  cheques  to 

Davis  and  Makohon, 

12  St  Mary’s  Close,  Albrighton, 
Wolverhampton  WV7  3EG 

(BB669) 

NIKON  8 X 30  8.5°  binoculars,  soft  case,  little 
used.  £95.  Tel:  0689  25052.  ( BB67 1 ) 

TELESCOPE  Bushnell  ‘Spacemaster’  15-45  x 
60.  Excellent  condition.  £90  o.n.o.  Colin  Wallis, 
16  North  Crescent,  Coxheath,  Maidstone.  Kent. 
Tel:  45804.  (BB674) 


MINOLTA  MD600  APO  LENS,  good  condi- 
tion, for  sale.  600mm  fB.3  apochromatic  tele- 
photo lens  suitable  for  Minolta  XI)  cameras 
complete  with  Minolta  MD300L.  2 X teleconver- 
ter. This  lens  has  internal  focusing  and  main- 
tains full  automatic  operation  with  the  conver- 
ter. Price  c/w • case  £300  o.n.o.  Tel:  0327 
10460.  (BB675) 
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Volume  81  Number  11  November  1988 

535  Report  on  rare  birds  in  Great  Britain  in  1987  Michael J.  Rogers  and 
the  Rarities  Committee 

596  Mystery  photographs  137  Mountain  ChifTchafT  Dr  Colin  Bradshaw 
599  Seventy-five  years  ago  . . . 

Notes 

599  Grey  Herorc  ingesting  junk  Brian  Hill 

600  Reactions  of  Grey  Heron  attacked  by  Kestrel  Reginald  Alan  Osgood 

Letters 

600  ‘Breeding  status  of  the  Gadvvall  in  Britain  and  Ireland’  Dr  A.  D.  Fox 

600  Blackbirds  laying  eggs  on  bare  ground  Norman  Elkins 

Announcements 

601  Exclusive  Spkciai.  Oitf.r:  Waders 
601  New  books  in  British  BirdShop 
601  Thailand 

601  Money  matters 

Review 

602  ‘RSPB  Conservation  Review.  Number  1,  1987’.  Edited  by  C.  James  Cadbury  and 
Michael  Everett  Dr  M.  A.  Ogilvie 

602  News  and  comment  Mike  Everett  and  Robin  Prytherch 
606  July  reports  Keith  Allsopp  and  Ian  Dawson 

61 1 Recent  reports  Dr  Mark  Boyd 

612  Monthly  marathon 

Line  drawings:  606  Arctic  Terns  (Rob  Hume)\  608  Terek  Sandpiper,  and  Broad-billed 
Sandpiper  (Jejj  Higgott),  and  Temminck’s  Stint  (Bill  Morton)',  609  Bridled,  Arctic,  Common, 
Sandwich  and  Roseate  T erns  (J.  P.  P.  Wilczur),  and  Bridled  fern  (Bill  Morion) 

Front  cover:  Shore  Larks  (Nik  Borrow):  the  original  drawing  of  this  month’s  cover  design, 
measuring  18.5  X 20.6  cm,  is  for  sale  in  a postal  auction  (see  page  31  in  the  January  issue  for 
procedure) 
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204  HIGH  STREET 
BARNET,  HERTS. 
EN5  5SZ 

01-449  1445 
01-441  7748 


THE  BINOCULAR  AND  TELESCOPE  SPECIALISTS 


INN  FOCUS  AT  LEMSFORD  SPRINGS 


THE  ULTIMATE  IN  HIDE  MOUNTS 


ACCESSORIES 


e 


SUNDAY  NOVEMBER  20»h  - 10  00am  - 4pm 
SUNDAY  DECEMBER  11th  — 10am  4pm 
SUNDAY  JANUARY  15th  — 10am  - 4pm 
s Jrth  the  kind  co-operation  of  the  Herts  and  Middx  Wildlife  Trust  In  Focus 
r e now  able  to  otter  customers  a unique  opportunity  to  use.  compare  and 
y jrchase  quality  optical  equipment  under  field  conditions  Lemslord  Spnngs 
La  ature  Reserve  is  situated  approximately  20  miles  north  of  London  and  is 
U si  15  mins  dnve  from  June  23  on  the  M25  motorway  This  compact  well 
f anaged  reserve  has  a good  variety  of  bird  Hie  and  customers  can  expect 
jod  views  of  water  and  woodfand  birds  Visitors  are  inviled  to  take 

• tvantage  of  the  ample  parking  to  the  right  of  the  reserve  gate,  then  make 

• eir  way  to  reception  At  this  point  customers  can  discuss  their  individual 
Acquirements  with  our  technical  staff  binoculars  are  issued  from  this  point 

• id  can  be  used  on  a woodland  walk  or  in  a private  hide  where  a toll  range 
i - telescopes  can  also  bo  viewed  For  further  information  and  directions 
► 5ase  contact  IN  FOCUS 


WEST  ZEISS 

e 

>- »aiyl8  < 20B 

189  00 

V/ialyi  10  * 25B 

209  00 

UialylB  » 206GA 

229  00 

l ialyt  7 x 42BGAT 

Phone 

ktialyt  8 x 30BGAT 

Phone 

lw«alyt  10  - 408T 

Phone 

‘ -•alyl  10  x 40BGAT 

Phone 

l <alyt8  * 56BGAT 

Phone 

6orro  15x  60GAT 

Phone 

i xessones 

.» -unguard 

500 

4 inyard 

400 

••  re  cups  rubber  (sei) 

1000 

re  cups,  hard(sei) 

1000 

ivoare  case  tor 

} -i  x 40BGAT 

26  00 

tEITZ 

e 

'\novid8  x 20BC 

235  00 

novid  8 x 208CA 

247  00 

'vnovtdlO  • 25BC 

247  00 

•xnovid  10  x 25BCA 

259  00 

txse  for  compact 

14  00 

« novid  7 x 35BA 

399  00 

*-vnovid8  x 32BA 

445  00 

unovid  7 x 42BA 

Phone 

nnovid  8 x 40BA 

Phone 

-'.novid  10 ' 40BA 

Phone 

novid  10  ■ 40BAN 

Phone 

It  ft  case 

34  00 

ref  c.ist' 

40  00 

: inguard 

800 

KKON 

£ 

20B 

74  95 

25B 

79  95 

20B  Root  Prism 

134  95 

' > 25B  Roof  Prism 

149  95 

30B  Roof  Pnsm 

239  00 

• 30ZCF 

189  00 

x 35ZCF 

209  00 

« 60  Fieldscope 

269  00 

x 60  Fieldscope  Ed 

489  00 

I*  <.  30 x 40 x . 60' 

? pieces  (each) 

65  00 

If  9f  ring 

1425 

Bvfe  UV  filter 

42  00 

r-Qber  hood 

10  25 

► • piece  case 

795 

n jto  kit 

157  00 

D )LERBLICK 

£ 

32B 

123  00 

.4  42B 

120  00 

. 406 

125  00 

4 50B 

139  00 

21B 

109  00 

24B 

11900 

OPTOLYTH 

c 

Alpin  8 x 30BGA 

186  00 

Alpin8  - 40BGA 

200  00 

Alpin  7 x 42BGA 

207  00 

Alpin  10  x 40BGA 

205  00 

Alpin  10  - 508GA 

221  00 

Osins  8 • 40GA 

145  00 

Osins  10  ■ 40GA 

14700 

4 00 

Optolyth  30  ■ 75BGA 

31800 

Optolyth  30  « 80BGA 

353  00 

Optolyth  TB80BGA 

344  00 

Optolyth  TBSflO 

320  00 

20  ' WA  for  TBS80 

88  00 

20  • 

56  00 

30  - 

57  00 

40  ' 

58  00 

Case  for  scopes 

35  00 

OPTICRON 

£ 

Elite  9 x 35 

186  00 

8 ' 42B 

110  00 

10 ' 42B 

11400 

60mm  HR  Body 

128  00 

60mm  HR  Body  45 

150  00 

60mm  HRGA  Body 

155  00 

65  00 

22  * WA 

30  00 

40  « 

28  00 

1500 

Piccolo  body 

107  00 

1 5 X -60  x zoom 

45  00 

22  00 

Case  for  Piccolo 

1500 

Opttcr on  tripod 

59  95 

KOWA 

E 

TS601 

185  00 

TS602 

165  00 

47  00 

41  00 

41  00 

93  00 

TSN-1 

235  00 

TSN-2 

225  00 

TSN-3 

435  00 

TSN-4 

425  00 

20  ' WA 

69  00 

25  ' 

45  00 

40  • 

45  00 

20  * 60  ' zoom 

99  00 

Case  for  Kowa 

19  50 

Photo  krt  tor  TSN 

69  00 

SWIFT 

E 

Audubon  8 5 • 44 

169  00 

Osprey  7 5 * 42 

129  00 

FREE  CASE  WHEN 
YOU  BUY  A KOWA' 


The  new  Cullmann  2703  Clamp  complete  with  2710 
Quick  Release  Head  is  without  doubt  the  finest  acces- 
sory of  its  type  This  top  quality  West  German  en- 
gineered product  is  a satisfactory  alternative  lor  situa- 
tions where  it  is  just  not  possible  to  use  a conventional 
tripod 

Length  24  cm  (9V?  inches) 

Operating  range  30  cm-45  cm  ( 1 2 inches- 1 8 inches) 

Weight  850gms(29ozs) 

Jaw  separation  8 5 cms(3'/i>  inches) 

The  2710  Head  has  a simple-to-use  control  handle 
allowing  precise  vertical  and  horizontal  positioning  and 
panning  £49.95 


BUSHNELL 

£ 

Spacemaster 

140  00 

1 5 * -45  ' zoom 

79  00 

20  x -60  » zoom 

65  00 

22  x WA 

39  00 

20  « or  40  * each 

29  00 

Photo  krt 

25  00 

Case 

1500 

Customs  • 36B 

179  00 

Custom  10  x 40B 

189  00 

CARL  ZEISS  JENA 

£ 

TurmonS  ■ 21  Mono 

39  95 

JenoptemB  x 30 

44  95 

Jenoptem  10  » 50 

69  95 

Deltrintem  8 * 30 

54  95 

Deltr  intern  10  x 50 

88  95 

Notar em  8 • 32B 

11495 

Notarem  10  • 406 

149  95 

Odarem  8 * 50B 

199  95 

HABICHT 

£ 

Diana  1 0 * 40  B 

Phone 

BRESSER 

£ 

8 - 40GA  Rod  P 

11900 

10  • 40GA  Rod  P 

11900 

7 x 42BGA  Lux 

135  00 

10  ■ 42BGA  Lux 

149  00 

10  • 50BGA  Lux 

165  00 

Dont  7 x 42BGA 

179  00 

Dtont  10  ■ 42BGA 

189  00 

MIRADOR 

£ 

8 > 428 

110  00 

10  • 42B 

11400 

10  ' 506 

122  00 

Merlin  25  - 60 

97  00 

Merfcn  18  « -40  » 60 

129  00 

Merlin  30  * 75 

11900 

Merhn  22  x -47  * 75 

157  00 

Case  for  Mertm 

1500 

MANFROTTO 

TRIPODS 

£ 

Mirx  Pro 

35  00 

Basic  144 

45  00 

Base  144  olack 

50  00 

128  Fuhd  head 

34  95 

200  Extra  light  head 

39  95 

Tnpod  Strap 

995 

Pro  Mono  Pod 

24  95 

SLIK  TRIPODS 

£ 

Gazelle  950 

37  95 

Skk  35  ON 

57  95 

Master  D2 

69  95 

SL67 

104  95 

Black  Diamond 

85  95 

SI*  88 

65  95 

MonopOds  from 

1550 

Tnpod  strap 

695 

QUESTAR 

£ 

Field  Model  3’  with 

broad  band 

coating  suppked  with  50x  80  ■ 

(24mm)  Lens  Hood.  Photo  Krt  and 

Case 

2242  00 

80*  -130*  (16mm) 

11040 

Porro  Prism 

140  30 

CENTURY 

£ 

Field  Model  GA 

150  00 

20  * 45  • zoom 

49  00 

20 - 30 - 40- 

eye  pieces  (each) 

1900 

Case 

1695 

BARBOUR 

£ 

The  best  Bntish  ctothmg  tor  the 

worst  Bntish  weather 

Durham  Jacket 

52  95 

32r  to  46 

Bedale  Jack  el 

2ffto3a 

45  45 

32-  to  46 

69  95 

Gamefair  Jacket 

78  95 

32"  to  46 

Beaton  Jacket 

82  95 

32”  to  46 

Border  Jacket 

89  95 

32-  to  46 

Burghtey  Jacket 

96  95 

36'  to  44 

Northumbna  Jacket 

91  45 

36  to  46 

Linings 

19  45 

Hoods 

11  45 

Send  tor  cotour  Barbour  catalogue 
Post  FREE  on  Barbour 

TELESCOPES  AND 
TRIPOD  OUTFITS 

tt  you  purchase  a scooe  and  tnpoo 
at  the  same  twne  we  can  otter  you  a 
very  speoal  pnee' 

PHONE  FOR  A QUOTE 


Car  window  mount  22  00 

Universal  mount  22  00 

Htoemcx*vt  3800 

Row.  Snoutoer  Pod  38  00 

Cullmann  Si  Pod  24  95 

Cullmann  OR  9 95 

Aatnguard  small  3 50 

Ramguard  large  3 50 

Leather  lanyard  3 50 

Tnpod  Strap  6 95 


PERSONAL  CALLERS 

Can  choose  ana  select  from  our 
comprehensive  range  of  equip 
ment  Compare  Zeiss  with  Le*tz 
Op<c*ytb  win  Kowa  or  Nikon  We 
are  a completely  independent  corrv 
pany  whose  only  concern  « that 
our  customers  select  the  correct 
rnstrisnem  tor  the*  personal  needs 

PHONE  ORDERS 

D«scuss  your  requaements  with  our 
technical  staff  and  oroers  placed 
witn  Access  or  Visa  Cards  w*  be 
despatched  same  day 

MAIL  ORDER 

Juat  add  C2  to  help  cover  P&P  and 
insurance  and  your  order  wiH  be 
despatched  on  the  same  day  as  we 
receive  ydx  cheque  An  equoment 
■s  supplied  on  14  days  approval 
upon  recept  o»  to*  remittance 

SECONDHAND 

instruments  are  always  available 
T umover  <s  last  so  we  do  not  pnnt  a 
Wst  Phone  tor  ntormatton 

PART  EXCHANGE 

Top  pnees  pa to  tor  good  condtion 
equpment 

HOW  TO  FIND  US 

We  are  10  rrans  from  M25  and  AIM 
motorways  ana  1 5 mns  wa A from 
Ffcgh  Barnet  Underground  Station 
PRICES  CORRECT  3 1 1 88 
EAOE 


MIRADOR  SLIK  OUTFIT 

MIRADOR  MERLIN 
25  > 60  AND  CASE 
SLIK  GAZELLE  95D 
AND  STRAP 

OUTFIT  PRICE  Cl  29.00 


INTEREST  FREE  CREDIT  ON  THE 
FOLLOWING  INSTRUMENTS 

ZEISS  WEST  8 x 30BGAT,  7 x 42BGAT  10  x 40BGAT 
LEITZ  TRINOVID  8 x 40BA  7 x 42BA.  10  - 40BAN 
KOWA  TSN-3  or  4 NIKON  FIELDSCOPE  EO 
Simply  select  the  model  ol  your  choice  pay 
one-third  ol  the  purchase  price  with  the  balance 
in  two  equal  payments  one  month  apart 
Phone  write  or  call 


BINOCULARS  & TELESCOPES  REPAIRED 


ON  THE  PREMISES 

(D429) 


NEW  EDITION 


Weather  and 
Bird  Behaviour 

by  Norman  Elkins 

Some  press  comment  on  the 
first  edition: 

“I  hope  that  most 
birdwatchers  will  learn  from  this 
book  and  the  author  should  be 
congratulated  for  producing  a 
very  readable  and  stimulating 
work.”  British  Birds 

“It  is  a well-produced,  clearly 
written,  readily  understood  and 
remarkably  complete  reference 
work,  which  admirably  fills  an 
obvious  gap.”  Weather 

“An  excellent  book  . . . 
bringing  together  with  such 
clarity  the  different  inter- 
relationships between  birds, 
weather  and  flight.  If  your 
interests  happen  to  include  all 
three,  then  here  is  a book  really 
to  be  treasured  and  referred  to 
for  a lifetime.”  Irish  Birds 

Second  edition,  240  pages  plus 
16  pages  photos,  £15.00  net 


Turkey  and  Greece 


Birdwc 

&Wi 


► Holidays  for  the  discerning  naturalist 

1989  TURKISH  BIRDWATCHING 

—leaders  Chris  Slade,  Gerard  Gorman 

CENTRAL  & SOUTHERN  TURKEY 

18  days  May 

EASTERN  TURKEY 

19  days.  May,  June,  August 

NORTH  TURKEY  & N.  GREECE 

16  days  August 

CENTRAL  TURKEY  & BOSPHORUS 
MIGRATION 

18  days  September 

BOSPHORUS  MIGRATION 
1 1 days  September 

Also  Budget  Camping  Tours  available  from  £320. 

HUNGARY 
THE  HUNGARIAN 
ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY 
BIRDWATCHING  TOUR  FOR  1989 
KISKUNSAG  LAKES 
1 1 days  May 

HORTOBAGY  MIGRATION 

1 1 days  August 

CHRIS  L.  SLADE 

8 The  Grange,  Elmdon  Park,  Solihull, 
West  Midlands  B92  9EL.. 

Tel:  021-742  5420/021-705  5535. 
Telex:  337000  JBSOL 
Agents  for  Regent  Holidays  (U.K.)  Ltd. 
IATA,  ABTA,  ATOL  856  


T & A D POYSER 


(D427) 


NATURETREK 

WALKING  WILDLIFE 
HOLIDAYS 
1989 

including 

BIRDING  TOURS  & 
TREKS 

in 

INDONESIA 
BOTSWANA 
AUSTRALIA 
GALAPAGOS 
NEW  ZEALAND 
SOUTHERN  INDIA 
NEPAL • KENYA 
BHUTAN  • ZAMBIA  5 
LADAKH  • ETHIOPIA  & 
KASHMIR  • MOROCCO 

For  our  brochure  please  ^ 

contact  David  Mills  />  ^ 

40  The  Dean,  Alresford.  , 

Hants  S024  9AZ 

Tel:  0962  733051  jjMy 
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Shouldn’t  you  always  set  vour 
sights  on  getting  the  best? 

For  the  best  possible  advice  on  all  leading  brands  of  binoculars 
and  telescopes  look  to  Charles  Frank,  the  friendly  optical  experts. 


Our  long  experience  of  bird  watchers’  needs 
combined  with  specialist  product  knowledge 
ensures  that  we  can  recommend  the  binocular 
or  telescope  that’s  exactly  right  for  you. 

I A large  showroom  allows  the  full  range  of 
binoculars,  telescopes  and  accessories  to  be 
displayed  at  their  best. 

v| 

' % 


> Try  the  equipment  in  the  perfect  setting. 

Our  rural  location,  just  6 miles  from  Minsmere, 
is  in  the  centre  of  prime  bird  watching  country. 

► A selection  of  guaranteed  used  products  is  also 
usually  available.  Part  exchanges  are  welcome. 


Our  experienced  staff  are  available  to  discuss  all 
your  requirements  over  the  phone. 

Information  packs  are  also  available  upon  request. 

MAIL-ORDER  Goods  can  be  despatched  to  you 
quickly  through  our  mail-order  service  if  you  can't  visit  in  person. 
Products  may  be  returned,  in  unused  condition,  within  II  days 
for  refund  or  exchange  if  not  completely  satisfied. 

SERV  ICE  DIVISION  Hand-held  binoculars  or  telescopes 
can  be  cleaned  and  realigned  at  a special  price  of  £23.40 
including  return  postage. 

Despatch  with  your  cheque  to: 

Charles  Frank  Service  Division,  413/5,  93  Hope  Street, 

Glasgow,  G2  6LD.  Full  repair  service  available. 


OPEN 
MONDAY- 
SATURDAY 
9am  ■ 5pm 

AMPLE  PANKMG 
SPACE 


VISA 


(D402) 


Charles  Frank 

The  fygfH#  Optical  Experts 

Charles  Frank  Ltd,  Ronald  Lane.  Carlton  Park,  Saxmundham. 

Suffolk,  IP1 7 2NL  Tel  Saxmundham  (0728)  3506 

HABICHT/KOVV  ALEITZ  ADLERBLICICCARL  ZEISS-JE.NA' 
OPTOLYTH  SWIFT  NIKON  CHARLES  FRANK ZEISS  BUSHNELL 
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FOCALPOINT 


Deal  with  birdwatchers  who  understand  your  requirements 


LEITZ  Binoculars 

Beautifully  made  precision  instruments  Wild 
contrast  resolution,  flatness  ot  field,  true 
internal  focusing  design,  and  climate  resist- 
ance which  are  unsurpassed  And  all  within  a 
compact  lightweight  design1 
As  used  by  both  principals  of  Focalpoinl- 
and  many  thousands  of  discerning  birders 
throughout  the  world  All  sizes  are 

available  from  stock 

NEW  - ADLERBLICK 
Multicoated'  exceptional  quality 
8 x 42  169.95 

10  x 42  1 7995 

10  x 50  1 98.95 


NIKON  Fieldscope  system 
in  stock  - from  £269 


Buying  a Telescope 
Outfit? 

Take  advantage  of  our 
special  Christmas  offer! 
Buy  any  one  of  our  50 
popular  telescopes  with 
case,  tripod  (Slik  D2, 
88BD  or  Shogun,  or 
Manfrotto)  and  strap 
And  we  will  give  you 
FREE  a top  quality  European 
wide  HIDE  MOUNT! 
(worth  £30+) 
offer  valid  until  31-12-88 
or  until  stocks  run  out. 


NEW  Skua  Mkll  cases  for  Kowa  TSN 
telescopes  in  stock  now.  Total  encase- 
ment, ultra  rugged  and  weatherproof. 
Stays  on  the  scope  at  all  times. 

BIRDGUIDES 

Ask  for  details  of  these  tours 
GAMBIA  Nov  '88  - FULL 
VENEZUELA  Jan  89 
MAJORCA  Apr  '89 
SOUTHERN  SPAIN  May  '89 
KENYA  Sept  89 

QUESTAR  - Mirror  Scopes 
the  best  that  money  can  buy! 


MAIL  ORDER 

TONY  & ENID  MURPHY 

Open  Mon.-Fri. 

SPECIALIST 
P/P  & INS  FREE' 

FOCALPOINT 

9.30-5.30 

14  Cogshall  Lane,  Comberbach, 

Sat.  9.30-4.00 

REPAIRS  & 

Northwich,  Cheshire  CW9  6BS 

Closed  Sundays 

SERVICING 

Telephone:  0606  891 098  (D416) 

and  Bank  Holidays 

Cyguus  Wildlife 


f im 


JANUARY-JUNE 

KENYA 

SRI  LANKA 

NORTHERN  INDIA 

TIGER  SPECIAL 

VENEZUELA 

TEXAS 

ZIMBABWE 

HONG  KONG  AND  CHINA 

AUSTRIA 

HUNGARY 

SOVIET  ASIA  AND  SIBERIA 

CAMARGUE 

PYRENEES 


JULY-DECEMBER 

ARIZONA 

HUNGARY 

VENEZUELA 

PERU 

ARGENTINA 

ECUADOR  AND  GALAPAGOS  ISLANDS 

GAMBIA 

ETHIOPIA 

NEW  ZEALAND 

FALKLAND  ISLANDS 

RANN  OF  KUTCH  AND  SOUTHERN 

INDIA 


Tour  groups  have  a maximum  of  18  participants,  are  escorted  by  experienced 
leaders  and  we  cater  for  all  levels  of  expertise.  If  you  would  like  further 
information  about  any  of  these  holidays,  we  will  be  delighted  to 
receive  your  enquiry  at  the  following  address: 

CYGNUS  WILDLIFE  HOLIDAYS,  96  Fore  Street, 

Kingsbridge,  Devon  TQ7  1PY. 

Tel:  (0548)  6178  (D394) 
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RATION. 


(D368) 


PRICES  & SERVICE 


They  are  the  BEST  - that’s  GUARANTEED 
We  will  attempt  to  encourage  you 
with  our  low  prices,  high  trade-ins 
and  friendly,  knowledgeable  service 


TELESCOPES 
OPTOLYTH  TELESCOPES 

FOR  THOSE  WHO  WANT  ONLY  THE  BEST 


Why  not  give  us  the  opportunity  to 
impress  you  with  our 


BINOCULARS  Superior  definition/Light-transmission  plus  the  widest 

ALPIN  BY  OPTOLYTH  field  at  high  magnifications 


W.  EUROPE’S  MOST  POPULAR 
COMPACT  AND  LIGHTWEIGHT 
BINOCULARS 

Weight  Field  Price 

1 0x 50 BA  22.5oz  309ft.  £221  (inc.  case) 
10x40BGA  19oz  345ft.  £205  (inc.  case) 
8x40BGA  19oz  330ft.  £200  (inc.  case) 
8x30BGA  14oz  420ft.  £1 86  (inc.  case) 


Weight 

30x75GA  44oz 

22x60GA  35oz 

22x70GA  37oz 

22-60x70GA  47oz 

30x80 
TB  80  Body 
TBS  80  Body 


Field  Price 

120ft.  £318  Case  £35 

183ft.  £210 

£290  EYEPIECES 
87-54ft.  £353  20xWW  £88 
£353  20x  £56 
£344  30x  £57 
£320  40x  £58 


NEW  - Touring  10x40  BGA  - now  in  stock  - only  £387.00  inc  case 


MAIL  ORDER 
WELCOMED 

Part  Exchange 
Available 


London  Camera  Exchange  Group 

10  High  Street  13  Cheap  Street 

Southampton,  Hants.  Bath  f(i\V 

Tel:  (0703)  221597  A> — qai  imd  ll«v. 

Tel:  (0703)  335363 


Bath 

Avon  BA1  1NB 
Tel:  (0225)  62234 


(D377) 


Kid  Watching  Holidays 


SPAIN  PORTUGAL  FRANCE 
YUGOSLAVIA  TURKEY  MOROCCO 
INCLUDES  COTO  DONAMA;  CAMARGUE. 
PYRENEES,  EXTREMADURA,  MONFRAGUE. 

EXAMPLES 

SPAIN  SELF  CATERING  £290.00 
TURKEY  FULL  BOARD  £290.00 

WRITE  FOR  BROCHURE 

(D420) 


Graham  Faithffull  Activity  Holidays  Ltd., 
3-5  Sheep  Market,  Stamford.  Lines  PE92RB 
Telephone (0780) 66280 Wed-Sun  Inclusive 
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Want  to  see  a 

Potoo? 


Excellence  in  birding 
tours  worldwide 


Common  Potoo 
Nvctibius  griseus 


field  guides 

INCORPORATED 


Please  write  for  our 
brochure. 


P.O.  Box  160723-C 
Austin,  Texas  78746 
phone:  512-327-4953 
telex:  4943693  fieldgui 


British  reference  available  upon  request. 
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Leading  specialists  in  high  quality 

BINOCULARS  - TELESCOPES 

Select  from  the  World's  finest  Optical  instruments 

ZEISS  (WEST)  • LEITZ  • HABICHT  • NIKON 
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Our  showroom  is  set  in  7 
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Viewing  from  the  showroom  is 
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The  volumes  shows  the  large  variety 
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“I  can  only  compliment  the 
manufacturers  on  producing 
such  a good,  low-cost  telescope.” 
(British  Birds  Vol  79  No  10 
October  1986). 


MERLIN  Series  Short  Tube 
Straight  Through  Spotting 
Scopes  - 50mm /60mm /75mm. 


This  compact,  all  purpose 
spotting  scope  is  ideal  for  field 
use.  Includes  standard  thread 
tripod  mount  and  fully  coated 
optics.  Comes  complete  with 
20  x /25x  /30x  eyepiece  and 
protective  lens  caps.  Inter- 
changeable eye-pieces  available. 

The  Mirador  factory  in  Tokyo 
has  been  producing  fine  optical 
equipment  for  the  world’s  more 
serious  birdwatchers  since  1 951 . 

For  full  information  just  send 
an  s.a.e.  to: 

I VIII  UVIV/I 
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Kay  Optical  (Est.  1962) 

A wealth  of  optical  experience  is  at  your  service  whether  you  wish  to 
purchase  new  equipment  or  have  your  present  equipment  serviced  in  our 

workshop. 

The  best  equipment  is  available  for  you  to  inspect,  test  and  purchase  from 
these  premises,  including,  for  example:- 


BINOCULARS 

etc. 


ZEISS  (West)  £ 

10x25Dialyt  214 

8 x 20  BGA  Dlalyt  245 

8 x 30  BGAT  Dialvt  389 

10  x 40  BGAT  (P)  Dialyt  Phone 

7 x 42  BGAT  (P)  Dialyt  Phone 

8 x 56  BGAT  Dialyt  535 

1 5 x 60  GAT  Porro  793 

7 x 50  BGA  (IF)  Porro  535 

LEITZ  (Leica) 

8x20Trinovid  235 

8x20BCATrinovid  247 

10x25BCTrinovid  247 

10x25BCATrinovid  259 

8 x 32  BA  T rinovid  445 

8x40BATrinovid  Phone 

10x40BA/NTrinovid  Phone 

Miniature  soft  case  14 

BA  soft  case  34 

SWAROVSKI 

1 0 x 40  WM  Waterproof  341 

7 x 42  M Waterproof  298 

8 x 30  SLC  roof  prism,  water  and 

shock  proof  302 

OPTOLYTH 

8x30  Alpin  186 

8x40Alpin  200 

10x40  Alpin  205 

7x42  Alpin  207 

10x50  Alpin  221 

12x50  Alpin  225 

NIKON 

8 x 20  roof  prism  1 39 

1 0 x 25  roof  prism  1 54 

9x30  DCF  roof  prism  248 

12x36  DCF  roof  prism  268 


SWALLOW  £ 

10  x 40  or  8 x 40  rubber-covered,  roof 
prism  1 20 

MIRADOR 

8x42  110 

8 x 42  with  rubber  1 20 

BUSHNELL 

8x36  B Custom  1 79 

1 0x40  B Custom  1 89 

OPTICRON 

8x42  High  Resolution  1 1 0 

1 0x42  High  Resolution  1 1 4 

8x42  HR  II  140 

10x50  HR  II  155 

9x35  BCF  Elite  Phone 

OBSERVATION  and  ASTRO 

Bresser  1 1 x70  BCF  230 

Greenkat  1 1 x80  BCF  250 

Opticron  20x80  BCF  345 

TELESCOPES 

NIKON 

20x60  ED  489 

30  x or  40  x eyepieces  65 

Camera  adaptor  1 57 

KOWA 

TSN-1  body  (45°)  235 

TSN-2  body  225 

TSN-3  body  (45°)  435 

TSN-4  body  425 

25  x or  40  x eyepiece  50 

20  x (WA)  eyepiece  70 

20-60  x zoom  eyepiece  1 00 

TS  601  body  (45°)  185 

TS  602  body  165 

20-60  x eyepiece  93 

20  x WW  eyepiece  47 


OPTOLYTH 

£ 

30x75 

318 

30x80 

353 

TB  80  body 

344 

TBS  80  body  (45°) 

320 

TB  eyepieces  from 

56 

15-40x60 

265 

22-60x70 

353 

22x60 

210 

22x70 

290 

SPACEMASTER 

60mm  body 

140 

Zoom  eyepieces,  from 

65 

Other  eyepieces,  from 

26 

OPTICRON 

60mm  HR  body 

128 

Ditto,  with  rubber 

155 

60mm  HR  body  (45°) 

150 

Zoom  eyepiece 

65 

Other  eyepieces  from 

26 

30  x 75  Classic 

125 

PICCOLO 

60mm  body 

107 

Zoom  eyepieces  from 

45 

Other  eyepieces  from 

22 

NIGHT  VISION 

Infra-red,  hand-held  scope, 

complete 

690 

Mains  charger 

69 

TRIPODS  (one-action)  etc 

Slik  D2 

73 

Slik  Shogun' 

99 

Slik  SL  67 

105 

Manfrotto  MN  1 44  legs  etc 

50 

Manfrotto  MN  1 90  legs  etc 

35 

Manfrotto  MN  1 28  head 

35 

Manfrotto  MN  200  head 

40 

Universal  clamp 

20 

Hide  clamp 

40 

Car  window  mount 

25 

★ SPECIAL  OFFERS  - Deduct  £10  when  buying  a telescope  and  tripod  together 
Free  strap  when  buying  a tripod  only. 

Callers  are,  of  course,  welcomed  and  encouraged  but  you  can  also  use  our 
mail  order  service  if  more  convenient  (allow  £2  ppi)  and  14  days  approval  is 
allowed.  For  callers,  we  are  1 5 minutes’  drive  from  the  M25  (via  A3  then  the 
Merton  turn-off)  or  2 minutes'  walk  from  Morden  tube.  A fuller  list  (with 
prices)  and  a map  sent  upon  request.  Personal  export  service.  E.&O.E. 
'’y^Repairs  carried  out  in  our  own  workshops. 

The  FIELD  DAYS  we  ran  throughout  1988,  enabling  bird  watchers  to  field  test  and 
buy  equipment  at  interesting  locations,  were  most  successful.  We  thank  you  for  your 
valued  support  and  intend  to  run  more  field  days,  beginning  in  March  1989,  in  Sussex 
and  Kent  (notably  at  PAGHAM  HARBOUR  LOCAL  NATURE  RESERVE)  Watch 
this  space  for  dates.  Meanwhile,  KAY  OPTICAL  staff  wish  you  a happy  and  peaceful 
Christmas  and  New  Year. 


Mon-Fri, 

9 am  to  5 pm 
Sat  9 am  to 
1 1 .30  am 


KAY  OPTICAL  SERVICING 

89B  London  Road*,  Morden,  Merton,  Surrey.  Tel:  01-648  8822 


other  times 
by  appointment 


‘The  A24.  We  are  opposite  Midland  Bank 


(D433) 


x 


British  Birds 

VOLUME81  NUMBER  12  DECEMBER  1988 


The  bird 
population 
of  Great 
Britain 


E.  M.  Nicholson 
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Interest  in  the  size,  composition  and  distribution  of  the  bird 
population  of  Great  Britain  has  greatly  expanded  during  the  present 
century,  and  has  stimulated  numerous  and  varied  field  surveys,  some 
on  a national  scale.  Others  will  no  doubt  follow.  I have  been  personally 
active  in  some  of  these  since  the  mid  1920s.  Having  recently  worked  on 
a critical  review  of  them  (for  a paper  read  to  the  1937  Bird  Club  on  20th 
January  1988),  I offer  the  following  observations  with  the  aim  of 
providing  a historical  framework,  clarifying  the  relationships  of  the 
different  approaches  and  methods  employed,  and  calling  attention  to 
certain  factors  tending  to  limit  the  usefulness  of  results  and  their 
comparability  for  general  purposes. 
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While  valuable  isolated  or  localised  initiatives  were  made  earlier,  the 
first  comprehensive  national  treatment  of  the  changes  in  British  bird 
population  was  contained  in  my  ‘The  balance  of  birds’.  This  first 
appeared  in  the  Comhill  Magazine  in  May  1 924,  but  was  rewritten  at 
much  greater  length  to  form  two  chapters  making  85  pages  in  my  Birds 
in  England  (1926).  The  theme  of  these  was  that  ‘For  birds  the  state  of  the 
land  is  a matter  of  vital  importance,  and  whatever  change  takes  place  in 
it  will  immediately  be  reflected  among  them.’  Accordingly,  I empha- 
sised the  frequency  and  significance  of  changes  in  status,  and  the  lesser 
part  played  by  human  direct  measures,  as  compared  with  indirect 
effects,  especially  on  the  extent  and  nature  of  habitats. 

In  Part  I,  I reviewed  the  record  since  the  sixteenth  century  of  some  15 
species  which  had  become  extinct  and  some  17  which  had  become 
established  in  Great  Britain,  including  three  classed  as  first  lost  and 
then  regained.  In  Part  II,  I reviewed  major  increases  and  decreases  of 
all  other  species.  I found  that  63  had  increased,  in  16  cases  through 
spread  of  civilisation,  and  in  others  through  cultivation  and  enclosure, 
gamekeeping  and  fishing  influences,  protection  and  removal  of  natural 
enemies,  plantations,  and  a few  from  obscure  causes.  On  the  other 
hand,  58  species  had  decreased,  during  the  longer  term. 

On  this  basis,  I asserted  that  ‘the  numerical  bird  population  of  this 
country  is  infinitely  greater  than  it  was  in  the  Middle  Ages.’  Apart  from 
the  fact  that  there  was  at  the  time  an  almost  total  lack  of  statistical  data 
to  justify  such  a statement,  it  must  now  in  any  case  be  regarded  as 
exaggerated,  taking  into  account  what  we  know  of  medieval  land  use, 
although  a fairly  substantial  increase  still  seems  probable. 

During  the  ensuing  years,  vigorous  action  was  taken  to  find  out  more 
about  the  British  bird  population  through  national  censuses  of  the  Grey 
Heron  Ardea  cinerea  and  the  Great  Crested  Grebe  Podiceps  cristatus, 
regional  censuses  of  the  Rook  Corvus  frugilegus  and  the  Great  Black- 
backed  Gull  Larus  marinus,  samples  on  farmland  by  the  Oxford  Bird 
Census  and  in  woodland  and  urban  parkland  by  the  present  author, 
and  a series  of  transects  across  various  habitats.  On  this  basis,  I was 
invited  by  the  Editor  of  the  Daily  Mail  to  produce  a summary  of  the  scale 
and  composition  of  the  bird  population;  it  was  published  on  29th 
September  1932. 

Although  entitled  by  the  Editor  ‘Britain’s  Eighty  Million  Birds’,  this 
estimate  was  in  fact  in  breeding  pairs  (some  40  million)  for  England  and 
Wales  only.  The  results  were  interesting  enough,  showing  the  Chaffinch 
Fringilla  coelebs  and  Blackbird  Turdus  merula  in  the  lead  with  more  than  5 
million  pairs  each,  followed  by  the  Starling  Stumus  vulgaris  and  Robin 
Erithacus  rubecula  each  with  over  2 million,  while  altogether  30  species, 
including  House  Sparrow  Passer  domesticus,  were  named  as  having  100,000 
or  more  pairs,  and  only  another  40  species  ranked  as  possibly  exceeding 
50,000. 

Ornithologically,  however,  equal  interest  attaches  to  the  basis  of 
calculation,  which  was  outlined  in  the  article  and  is  traceable  in  more 
detail  from  the  nine  pages  of  typed  or  pencilled  working  notes  which 
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323.  Robin  Erithacus  rubecula,  Somerset,  February  1982  (David  Tomlinson) 


have  fortunately  been  preserved.  These  show  that  highest  recorded 
densities  for  species,  and  maxima  for  distinct  habitats,  were  applied  to 
a breakdown  of  habitats  based  on  the  agricultural  land-use  statistics. 
These  were  reduced  to  a common  measure  of  breeding  pairs  per 
100,000  acres  (40,470  ha),  and  grouped  by  habitats  in  terms  of  high, 
medium,  and  low  density  in  an  average  summer.  By  this  means,  it  was 
possible  to  arrive  at  figures  for  all  species  on  each  habitat  type,  as  well 
as  for  each  individual  species,  either  on  sample  censused  habitats  or 
counted  separately  over  wider  areas. 

Already,  comparisons  between  different  samples  were  enabling 
upper  and  lower  limits  of  density  to  be  estimated  for  each  species. 
Considering  the  paucity  of  data  and  the  novelty  of  the  whole  concept, 
the  exercise  represented  a remarkable  leap  from  almost  total  ignorance 
to  a quite  sophisticated  national  estimate.  It  was  cautiously  described, 
however,  as  guessing  reasonably  closely,  rather  than  as  a set  of  reliable 
figures. 

This  publication  led  to  an  insistent  demand  for  a comparable 
Scottish  exercise,  which  appeared  in  The  Sunday  Post  on  20th  November 
1932,  hedged  around  with  even  stronger  cautions.  It  suggested  a total, 
at  May  level  in  an  average  year,  of  below  10  million  breeding  pairs,  the 
only  species  credited  with  more  than  750,000  being  the  Chaffinch, 
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324.  Male  Blackbird  Turdus  merula,  Surrey,  May  1986  (Peter  Gasson) 


Meadow  Pipit  Anthus  pratensis,  Starling,  Wren  Troglodytes  troglodytes  and 
possibly  the  Red  Grouse  Lagopus  lagopus.  The  group  between  100,000 
and  250,000  pairs  included  seven  seabirds— the  four  commonest  gulls 
Larus  and  the  Shag  Phalacrocorax  aristotelis , Guillemot  Uria  aalge  and 
Puffin  Fratercula  arctica— none  of  which  figures  in  the  list  for  England 
and  Wales.  It  was  noted  on  the  working  sheets  that  (even  excluding 
lowland  moors)  more  than  half  the  area  of  Scotland  consisted  of  low- 
density  rough  grazing  and  deer  forest.  Unpublished  papers  from  a 1934 
follow-up  show  that,  by  then,  comparative  densities  had  been  examined 
for  sample  habitats  in  England,  Scotland,  Ireland,  France,  Germany, 
Greenland  and  northeastern  USA. 

Others  were  now  entering  the  field.  In  1939,  James  Fisher,  in  his  Birds 
as  Animals,  reviewed  a number  of  census  results,  relying  partly  on  David 
Lack’s  1937  Ibis  ‘Review  of  bird  census  work  and  bird  population 
problems’.  Fisher  ventured  a guess  that  the  total  for  Great  Britain  must 
be  ‘about  100,000,000  land  birds’.  Not  long  afterwards,  he  picked  up 
my  1932  estimates  for  England  and  Wales,  but  still  not  those  for 
Scotland.  In  his  Watching  Birds  (1941),  he  commented  on  the  close 
agreement  between  our  figures,  using  my  species  estimates  for  England 
and  Wales,  while  revising  his  total  to  120,000,000  landbirds. 

While  these  are  his  first  published  references,  a copy  in  my  possession 
of  a letter  which  I wrote  to  Julian  Huxley  of  1 7th  February  1933  shows  that 
he  had  passed  to  me  for  comment  some  kind  of  population  list  from 
Fisher,  which  I presumably  returned  without  making  a copy.  I responded 
with  a number  of  detailed  figures,  putting  the  Chaffinch,  Blackbird, 
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Starling  and  Robin  in  a top  group  with  2-7  million  pairs  each,  and  the 
House  Sparrow,  Dunnock  Prunella  modularis,  Song  Thrush  Turdus  philomelos 
and  Meadow  Pipit  next  with  1-2  million  pairs,  followed  by  the  Rook, 
\ ellowhammer  hmberiza  citrinella,  Wren,  Whitethroat  Sylvia  communis, 
Willow  Warbler  Phylloscopus  trochilus  and  Woodpigeon  Columba  palumbus  at 
between  500,000  and  1 million.  These  broadly  coincided  with  my  1932 
estimates,  but  I now  gave  the  total  as  ‘in  the  neighbourhood  of  40- 

50.000. 000  pairs  at  May  level’,  rather  than  as  ‘probably  somewhere  about 

40.000. 000  as  in  1932.  I emphasised  the  difficulties  due  to  absolute  and 
relative  abundance  vary  ing  enormously  from  region  to  region  and  place  to 
place,  and  also  to  a considerable  variation  in  time;  for  example,  although 
there  were  only  3,900  breeding  pairs  of  Grey  Herons  by  May,  the  summer 
population,  including  young,  would  be  of  the  order  of  20,000. 

It  thus  appears  that  Fisher  was  already  interested  in  the  subject  six 
years  before  Birds  as  Animals  appeared,  although,  oddly  enough  so  far  as  1 
can  recall,  he  never  consulted  me  about  it,  despite  our  being  in  close  touch 
over  the  British  I rust  for  Ornithology  then.  It  is,  nevertheless,  most  likely 
that  Julian  Huxley  had  passed  on  to  him  my  1933  comments;  perhaps 
more  light  may  be  thrown  on  this  by  reference  to  his  or  Julian  Huxley’s 
papers. 

Be  that  as  it  may,  his  most  important  contribution  to  the  literature 
came  some  20  years  later  in  his  little-known  Presidential  Address  of  April 
1952  to  the  South-East  Union  of  Scientific  Societies  on  the  breeding 
population  of  inland  birds  in  England  and  Wales.  In  this,  he  based  himself 
expressly  on  my  1932  estimates,  which,  he  said,  ‘no  subsequent  work  has 
importantly  modified  and  much  subsequent  work  has  closely  confirmed.' 
He  complained,  however,  ‘that  the  study  of  comparative  populations  of 
breeding  inland  birds  in  Britain  appears  suddenly  to  have  ceased  ten  years 
ago.’  In  his  classes  at  above  the  1 million  birds  level,  he  included  the  same 
12  species  as  my  1933  list  above,  but,  without  explanation,  he  substituted 
a total  of  63  million  birds  for  his  previous  (Great  Britain)  totals  of  100-200 
millions.  That  implies  a Scottish  total  of  37-57  millions,  which  is  hardly 
credible  (as  seabirds  are  excluded)  and  conflicts  massively  with  my  1932 
figure  of  under  20  million.  The  mystery  is  increased  by  his  failure  to 
mention,  let  alone  review  or  revise,  his  earlier  Great  Britain  figures,  or  to 
consider  possible  changes  during  the  previous  20  years. 

He  stated  disarmingly,  however,  that,  insofar  as  this  paper  contributed 
anything  newf  to  the  study  of  our  landbird  population  in  England  and 
Wales,  it  was  on  those  ‘intermediate’  species  ’the  number  of  whose 
individuals  lies  between  a hundred  or  a hundred  thousand,  or  in  the 
logarithmic  classes  V (10,000  to  1 million);  IV  (1,000  to  10,000)  and  III 
(100  to  1,000)’.  He  quickly  added  that  his  attempts  to  sort  the  species  in 
these  categories,  which  he  believed  to  number  96,  were  based  on  what  was 
frankly  in  some  cases  guesswork. 

This  appears  to  be  the  first  presentation  of  British  bird  population  on  a 
logarithmic  basis,  which  has  most  recently  been  repeated  by  Ferguson- 
Lees  et  al.  (1983).  This  system  senes  well  enough  in  the  lower  ranges,  up 
to  100,000,  but  becomes  incieasingly  cmde  and  unsatisfactory  for  the 
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most  common  species,  where  species  up  to  9 million  apart  are  bracketed 
in  the  same  class,  thus  aggravating  the  tendency  to  neglect  tackling  more 
accurately  how  many  of  each  there  actually  are. 

Here  we  are  up  against  the  major  differences  in  the  basis  of  national 
estimates  which  have  continued  and  indeed  grown  more  serious  ever 
since.  These  differences  relate  partly  to  a choice  between  breeding  pairs 
and  individual  birds;  partly  to  the  expansion  from  England  and  Wales  to 
Great  Britain  and  then  to  Great  Britain  and  Ireland;  partly  to  degree  of 
reliance  on  full  census  as  against  sampling,  or  the  non-statistical 


325.  Chaffinches  Fringilla  coelebs  at  nest,  West  Sussex,  June  1984  (Brit.  Birds  78:  plate  92)  (Roger 

Wilmshurst) 
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judgments  of  experienced  observers  as  to  relative  populations  and  their 
changes;  and  partly,  on  the  margin,  to  distinctions  between  land  or  inland 
and  coastal  or  sea  birds.  (We  are  concerned  here  simply  with  the  breeding 
season;  winter  wildfowl  counts  and  other  winter  surveys  are  not 
considered.) 

In  order  that  the  implications  of  these  differences  may  be  borne  in  mind 
in  what  follows,  brief  comments  on  each  are  called  for  here.  The 
advantage  of  working  in  terms  of  breeding  pairs  is  to  relate  to  the  continuing 
baseline  for  a country’s  bird  population,  excluding  such  factors  as  passage 
movements,  emigration  and  non-breeding  birds,  which  would  complicate 
counting  or  estimating,  and  would  place  obstacles  to  certain  important 
uses  of  the  data.  The  disadvantage  is  that  such  a basis  is  inconsistent  with 
most  demographic  statistics,  including  human  ones,  and  that  it  omits  an 
unspecified  and  at  least  locally  substantial  element  of  non-breeders  in  the 
total  breeding-season  population,  thus  obscuring  calculations  for  biomass 
and  carrying  capacity.  As  the  breeding  season  progresses,  the  also- 
omitted  population  of  juveniles  increasingly  distorts  the  picture.  Despite 
all  these  complications,  which  appear  not  to  have  been  objectively  and 
comprehensively  reviewed,  general  practice  has  remained  attached  to 
breeding  pairs  as  a basis,  and  few  except  Ferguson-Lees  et  at.  (1983)  have 
followed  James  Fisher’s  alternative  of  using  individual  birds. 

Nor  has  practice  followed  my  1932  basis  of  treating  Scotland  separately 
from  England  and  Wales,  nor  James  Fisher’s  shift  (except  in  1952)  to  a 
single  Great  Britain  unit;  recent  studies  have  been  in  terms  of  the  whole 
zoogeographical  province  of  Britain  and  Ireland.  While  there  are  clear 
arguments  in  favour  of  this,  it  involves  problems  which  seem  not  to  have 
been  sufficiently  faced.  Historically,  it  puts  a barrier  on  comparisons  over 
the  past  half-century,  which  is  the  more  serious  owing  to  the  absence  in 
important  cases  of  a breakdown  between  totals  for  Ireland  and  Great 
Britain,  or  even  within  Great  Britain  between  Scotland,  England  and 
Wales.  This  lack  is  the  more  serious  because  each  of  these  components 
differs  greatly  in  the  ratios  of  habitats  of  which  it  consists,  as  well  as  in  the 
extent  and  thoroughness  of  data  gathering  which  has  hitherto  proved 
practicable,  and  in  the  availability  and  comparability  of  data  on  land  use 
and  other  relevant  factors.  This  aspect  surely  deserves  more  serious 
attention  if  all  the  work  done  is  to  be  fully  applicable. 

Concerning  the  third  main  point  of  difference,  which  has  existed  since 
my  1932  population  estimates  by  current  numbers  diverged  from  my  1926 
review  of  described  trends  over  time,  the  problems  are  more  inherent  and 
less  related  to  arbitrary  decisions.  Historically,  and  for  many  purposes 
even  currently,  the  recorded  judgments  and  impressions  of  competent 
observers  form  a data  bank  the  importance  of  which  has  continued  to  be 
recognised  since  ‘The  balance  of  birds’. 

Notable  updatings  have  been  provided  by  W.  B.  Alexander  and  David 
Lack’s  comprehensive  treatment,  spread  over  three  issues  of  British  Birds  in 
1944,  and  by  John  Parslow’s  much  fuller  treatment,  initiated  by  British 
Birds  with  a grant  from  the  Nature  Conservancy,  under  the  supervision  of 
David  Lack,  in  1964.  This  aimed,  through  thorough  review  of  the  much 
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expanded  literature,  to  record  changes  in  status  and  distribution  of 
breeding  birds  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  during  the  present  century,  to 
relate  them  to  changes  in  other  parts  of  the  range  of  the  species,  and  to 
discuss  possible  reasons  for  any  decline  or  increase.  The  results  appeared 
in  British  Birds  during  1967-68,  and  were  later  revised  and  updated  in  book 
form  (Parslow  1973).  While  available  numerical  data  were  quoted,  they 
comprised  only  a secondary  part  of  the  exercise,  which  was  unrelated  to 
any  particular  point  in  time,  and  was  focused  on  changes  in  status  and 
distribution,  especially  those  since  1940.  A detailed  breakdown  by  species 
and  decades  has  since  been  provided  by  Sharrock  (1974),  while  a more 
summary  review  is  included  in  Nicholson  (1984). 

As  numerical  data  expand,  they  will  doubtless  play  a larger  part  in 
future  follow-ups  which  may  be  anticipated,  but  inherently  this  approach 
is  complementary  to  that  of  the  census  or  atlas  survey  of  distribution.  It  is 
also  complemented  by  the  now  much  expanded  and  systematised  regular 
sampling  provided  by  the  BTO’s  Common  Birds  Census  and  Waterways 
Survey. 

Little  needs  be  said  about  the  distinctions  between  land  and  sea  or 
coastal  and  inland  populations,  since  these  were  a temporary  by-product 
of  gaps  in  knowledge  and  difficulties  of  coverage  which  have  since  been 
overcome  (see  Cramp  et  al.  1974),  although  they  still  need  to  be  taken  into 
account  historically. 

Summing  up  this  part  of  the  review,  the  immense  additions  to  our 
knowledge  since  1926  have  been  gained  by  employing  a variety  of 
techniques  organised  within  different  frameworks,  which,  with  all  their 
benefits,  have  placed  some  often  unnoticed  constraints  on  comparing  and 
applying  important  parts  of  the  data.  After  60  years,  we  should  be  in  a 
position  to  review  the  opportunities  and  needs  for  certain  improvements 
before  the  next  round  of  surveys  comes  up. 

Turning  now  to  the  use  of  what  we  have  so  far  learnt,  the  natural 
starting  point  is  our  picture  of  the  bird  population  of  Great  Britain  as  it 
has  changed  and  as  it  has  become  better  known,  especially  through  the 
second  and  third  quarters  of  this  century.  Beginning  with  gross  breeding 
totals,  and  with  the  figures  at  their  face  value,  omitting  Ireland,  we  start  in 
1932  with  approximately  50  million  pairs,  from  my  own  estimates  that 
year,  and  proceed  to  some  64  million  pairs  at  1940,  takingjames  Fisher’s 
revised  estimates  and  adding  (in  the  light  of  modern  knowledge)  a further 
4 million  to  compensate  for  his  omission  of  seabirds.  Evidently,  these 
estimates  cannot  both  be  right,  even  if  one  of  them  is,  and  the  difficulty  is 
aggravated  by  Fisher’s  arbitrary  and  unexplained  substitution  in  1952  of 
63  million  birds  as  the  then  total  for  England  and  Wales  (see  above).  It  is 
just  conceivable  that  the  true  figure  may  have  increased  in  the  better  part 
of  a decade  by  somewhere  near  10%,  but  even  that  would  leave  a 
discrepancy  of  some  9 million  pairs  to  be  imputed  to  wrong  estimation. 

During  those  years,  our  knowledge  of  British  bird  population  certainly 
made  great  strides,  and,  although  James  Fisher  does  not  specify  the  ‘latest 
information  available’  supporting  his  revision  from  100  million  to  120 
million  individuals  between  1939  and  1940,  he  does  provide  a breakdown 


621 


The  bird  population  of  Great  Britain 

of  habitat  areas  and  populations  which  might  enable  a sophisticated 
comparison  to  be  made.  As  he  credits  48  V2  million  of  his  120  million  birds 
to  a combination  of  permanent  grass,  rough  grazing  and  deer  forest,  at  a 
density  ranging  from  7 to  20  birds  per  10  acres  (per  4 ha),  and  as  my 
workings  suggest  no  great  difference  in  our  breakdown  of  habitat  areas,  it 
seems  to  me  that  much  of  the  discrepancy  must  arise  from  differences  in 
the  reliability  of  assessing  densities. 

For  instance,  I assessed  Scottish  rough  grazing  plus  deer  forests  at  1 
bird  per  2 acres  as  a ‘very  ample  allowance’,  whereas  he  assumed  7 per  10 
acres  for  these.  That  alone  makes  a difference  of  nearly  4 million  birds 
between  us,  little  if  any  of  which  can  be  ascribed  to  any  actual  change  in 
numbers.  On  permanent  pasture,  there  seems  also  to  be  a big  difference, 
since  he  credits  it  with  2 birds  per  acre,  averaged  out  with  other  farmland 
over  Great  Britain,  while  my  assessment  for  Scotland  is  only  1 bird  per 
acre,  and  for  England  and  Wales  it  falls  in  a group  averaging  IV2  per  acre. 
That  could  make  a difference  of  more  than  7 million  birds  at  the  extreme. 
It  is  possible  that  detailed  critical  scrutiny  of  the  workings  could  at  least 
narrow  down  such  discrepancies  in  the  light  of  fuller  knowledge,  making 
allowance  for  the  inherent  difference  due  to  his  presumed  inclusion  of 
non-breeders,  which  would  be  left  out  of  account  in  my  figures,  and  might 
conceivably  exceed  5 million  birds,  at  a wild  guess. 

Pending  such  critical  scrutiny,  I am  inclined  to  consider  that  the  true 
breeding  bird  population  of  Great  Britain  in  the  1930s  must  have  been 
between  50  and  60  million  pairs,  and  probably  lay  nearer  the  lower  of 
these  figures.  Although  inconsistent  with  James  Fisher’s  rather  wild  and 
unsupported  1939  and  1940  totals,  this  matches  better  with  his  more 
considered  1952  figure  of  63  million  birds  for  England  and  W ales.  I would 
hope,  however,  that  the  surviving  material  will  be  so  well  studied  that  this 
will  not  be  the  last  word  on  the  matter. 

In  seeking  a comparison  with  the  bird  population  of  Great  Britain 
nearer  the  present  day,  we  are  badly  handicapped  by  the  lack  of  a 
breakdown  between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  To  divide  the  total  pro  rata 
according  to  area  could  plainly  not  be  justified.  In  1932,  after  critical 
comparison,  I came  out  with  an  average  density  for  Scotland  that  was  only 
half  that  for  England  and  Wales,  and,  pending  the  much-needed  detailed 
breakdown,  I am  inclined  to  apply  a similar  adjustment  for  Ireland. 

The  Great  Britain  comparison  on  that  basis  would  be  between  say  55 
million  pairs  in  1932  and  some  63-75  million  pairs  in  the  early  1970s.  Is 
such  an  increase  credible,  bearing  in  mind  that  climatically  these  latter 
were  undoubtedly  years  of  higher-than-average  bird  population,  and  that, 
during  the  40  years  in  question,  land  use  had  shifted  significantly  towards 
those  types  carrying  higher  bird  densities?  I must  leave  others  to 
determine  this  question  in  the  light  of  fuller  scrutiny  of  all  the  evidence, 
but  I do  not  myself  regard  a real  increase  within  this  period  of  the  8 
million  pairs  implied  by  the  lower  figure  as  inconceivable.  Credibility 
would,  however,  be  strained  by  anything  approaching  the  higher  end  of 
the  range,  derived  from  the  assessments  by  Ferguson-Lees  et  al.  (1983) 
and  by  Sharrock  (1976). 
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326.  Wren  Troglodytes  troglodytes , Surrey,  November  1974  (RSPB  & Michael  W.  Richards) 


While  species  which  lend  themselves  readily  to  counting  have  mostly 
been  surveyed,  either  nationally  or  over  large  areas,  most  of  the 
commonest  species  present  serious  problems,  although  the  majority  have 
recently  been  covered  on  a widespread  sample  basis  by  the  BTO  Common 
Birds  Census.  There  is  some  reason  to  believe  that  several  have  recently 
gained  significantly  in  numbers,  with  the  exception  of  the  Song  Thrush, 
which  has  suffered  a considerable  decline,  aggravated  at  intervals  by 
effects  of  hard  winters,  and  also  the  House  Sparrow,  at  least  in  parts  of  its 
range.  In  1932,  both  these  were  estimated  at  1.25-2.75  million  pairs  for 
Great  Britain,  while  an  adjusted  total  for  Britain  for  the  1970s  might  be  up 
to  2 Vi  million  pairs  for  the  Song  Thrush,  and  somewhat  higher  for  the 
House  Sparrow.  In  1932,  the  Chaffinch  ranked  first,  with  probably  at  least 
6 million  pairs,  and  the  Blackbird  second,  with  at  least  5.25  million, 
followed  by  the  Starling,  with  between  2.75  and  around  6 million,  and  the 
Robin,  with  up  to  5.75  million.  The  Meadow  Pipit  followed  these,  at 
probably  2-3  million,  and  the  Dunnock  came  close  behind  with  1.25-2.75 
million.  The  only  other  species  estimated  at  above  1 million  was  the  Rook. 
Between  1932  and  the  1970s,  the  Wren  seems  to  have  moved  up  to  top 
place,  with  probably  over  7 million  pairs  in  Great  Britain,  followed  by  the 
Blackbird  with  over  5 million  and  the  Robin  with  probably  at  least  4 
million.  The  Blue  Tit  Parus  caeruleus , which  rightly  or  wrongly  was  placed 
well  below  1 million  in  1932,  is  now  rated  at  some  4 million,  and  this,  like 
the  relatively  even  greater  expansion  of  the  Goldcrest  Regulus  regulus  to 
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above  the  million  mark,  may  well  reflect  a major  genuine  increase. 
Considering  that  the  top  eight  species  account  for  around  half  of  the  total 
biid  population,  it  is  regrettable  that  we  are  not  yet  in  a position  to  assess 
more  precisely  their  total  numbers  and  their  changes  in  fortune.  So  far  as 
can  be  judged,  apart  from  sudden  setbacks  from  hard  winters,  the 
members  of  this  group  of  super-abundant  species  maintain  fairly  stable 
populations,  and  are  not  subject  to  crashes  or  major  explosions,  even 
though  in  absolute  terms  their  fluctuations  may  be  fairly  substantial.  It 
appears  that  the  summer  migrants  have  failed  to  hold  their  own  recently 
in  the  top  and  middle  ranks,  with  the  exception  of  the  Willow  Warbler, 
which  continues  to  be  highly  rated.  Among  the  species  whose  numbers 
remain  least  certain  are  the  more  specialist  woodland  birds,  and  seabirds 
breeding  in  large  and  perhaps  fluctuating  remote  colonies.  Even  reliable 
approximate  census  totals  for  every  species  would,  however,  be  of  limited 
application  in  themselves.  For  practical  purposes,  they  would  need  to  be 
related  to  land-use  maps  and  breakdowns  by  categories.  Those  in  turn 
would  have  to  be  reconciled  with  habitat  types  carrying  varying  densities 
of  bird  population  by  species.  An  approach  to  a basis  for  such  an  exercise 
is  provided  by  the  Land  Utilisation  Survey  and  by  the  guidelines 
contained  in  the  ‘Habitat’  section  of  Birds  of  the  West  Balearctic,  as  well  as  in 
R.  J.  Fuller’s  Bird  Habitats  in  Britain  (1982). 

Among  the  practical  applications  of  data  about  bird  numbers, 
conservation  ranks  high,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  ability  to  testify  to 
changing  status  of  species  is  a major  factor  in  arguing  for  threatened 
habitats  or  in  promoting  public  interest  and  support  for  nature.  Whereas 
much  of  the  other  evidence  thus  deployed  may  be  challenged  or  even 
confuted,  it  is  notable  that  data  about  bird  populations  are  normally 
regarded  as  irrefutable  facts  of  obvious  significance  in  public  inquiries  and 
similar  investigations,  apart  from  their  scientific  value.  It  is  important  that 
this  status  shall  be  maintained. 

Perhaps  the  least  appreciated  aspect  of  the  build-up  of  data  about  bird 
populations  is  their  potential  for  forecasting.  In  order  to  realise  this,  we 
need  to  develop  a clearer  appreciation  of  norms  in  respect  of  increases, 
decreases  or  fluctuations,  of  the  conditions  and  consequences  of 
adaptation  to  fresh  habitats  or  climatic  change,  and  of  the  effects  of 
competition  and  stress,  including  disturbance,  pollution  and  spread  of 
pests  and  parasites.  Although  it  is  now  a quarter  of  a century  since  the 
Parslow  exercise  was  set  in  train  to  enhance  our  capacity,  among  other 
things,  for  tracing  the  causes  of  increases  or  decreases,  that  capacity 
remains  disappointingly  limited.  Sometimes  this  may  be  because  the  facts 
about  changes  in  numbers  are  not  clearly  traced;  and  sometimes  be  on 
account  of  a failure  to  focus  research  on  the  possible  causes,  and  to  go  on 
eliminating  those  which  do  not  survive  investigation  until  the  real  cause  is 
identified.  But  may  it  not  also  be  true  that  failures  to  focus  and  co- 
ordinate what  we  know  are  partly  responsible? 

The  stud\  of  British  bird  populations  has  been  a success  story,  and  is 
continuing  to  be  one,  but  the  time  has  surely  come  to  look  at  it  carefully, 
and  to  recognise  how'  the  success  can  be  enhanced  and  put  to  better  use. 
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Mystery  photographs 

Last  month’s  mystery  bird  (plate  310,  repeated  here)  is  clearly 

either  a chat  or  a wheatear  Oenanthe , but  which  one?  At  first 
glance,  it  is  rather  nondescript,  but  female  and  immature  wheatears, 
which  are  essentially  brown,  were  an  identification  problem  recognised 
and  dealt  with  in  the  paper  ‘Field  identification  of  West  Palearctic 
wheatears’  {Brit.  Birds  80:  137-157,  187-238).  Most  adult  male  wheatears 
can  easily  be  eliminated  by  their  grey  upperparts,  black  faces  or  black- 
and-white  plumage,  so  we  are  left  with  male  or  female  Isabelline  O. 
isabellina , and  female  or  first-winter  Northern  O.  oenanthe.  Black-eared  0. 
hispanica,  Pied  0.  pleschanka,  Eastern  Pied  O.  picata,  Finsch’s  O.  fins  chit. 
Desert  O.  deserti,  and  the  North  African  race  of  Mourning  O.  lugens  halophila. 

As  well  as  plumage,  size  and  structure  are  major  considerations.  The 
mystery  wheatear  is  clearly  of  quite  small  build,  has  a small  rounded  head, 
and  thin  bill,  its  general  proportions  are  sleek  (not  dumpy),  and  it  has 
rather  short  wings  (or  very  short  primary  projection)  that  reach  to  just 
beyond  the  uppertail-coverts,  giving  it  a long-tailed  appearance.  All  in  all, 
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one  could  almost  be  forgiven  for  thinking  at  first  sight  that  it  is  a female 
Stonechat  Saxicola  torquata.  In  fact,  the  very  nondescript  appearance  is  a 
good  pointer  to  its  identity,  since  most  of  the  species  mentioned  above 
have  in  most  plumages  at  least  one  consistent  feature,  either  in  structure 
or  plumage,  that  offers  an  identification  clue. 

Female  and  first-winter  halophila  Mourning  usually  have  a better-defined 
supercilium,  dark  ear-coverts  (most,  but  not  all  also  have  a dark  or 
blackish  throat),  contrasting  markedly  with  the  paler  lores  and  sides  of  the 
neck,  and,  at  all  times,  white  underparts. 

Female  and  first-winter  Finsch’s  can  be  equally  nondescript.  Finsch’s 
also,  in  most  cases,  lacks  any  well-defined  supercilium,  but,  in  common 
with  Mourning,  often  has  contrasting  dark  ear-coverts  and  always  has 
white  underparts,  save  for  (on  some)  pale  greyish  streaks  on  the  sides  of 
the  breast. 

Isabelline  is  clearly  pale,  large,  with  upright  stance,  long  legs,  a large 
bill  given  emphasis  by  its  broad  base  and,  on  most,  a well-marked 
supercilium  and  black  or  dark  lores.  On  a very  few,  this  last  feature  is 
temporarily  lacking  or  obscured  by  white  tips. 

We  are  now  reduced  to  considering  the  remaining  species:  Northern, 
Black-eared,  Pied  and  Eastern  Pied.  The  last  of  these,  Eastern  Pied, 
although  highly  variable,  has  a drab  appearance,  and  it  is  also  slightly 
bigger-looking,  lacking  the  delicate,  small,  chat-like  appearance  of  our 
mystery  bird.  Female  or  first-winter  Pied,  on  the  other  hand,  is  a very'  real 
possibility,  as  it  is  of  slight  or  slender  build,  small  and  rather  round- 
headed,  and  often  show  s little  in  the  way  of  a definite  supercilium.  Pied  is 
essentially  earth-brown  or  dull  brown,  and  most  individuals  also  show' 
dark  brown  on  the  chin  and  throat,  with  the  belly  and  undertail-coverts 
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white  or  whitish.  Also,  being  a long-distance  migrant,  the  wings  are  (on 
average)  noticeably  much  longer,  with  a greater  primary  projection. 

The  chin,  throat  and  sides  of  the  neck  and  breast  on  the  mystery  bird 
look  relatively  pale,  as  are  those  of  both  Black-eared  and  Northern.  The 
latter,  however,  is  of  a sturdier  build,  has  a less  rounded  or  more  gradually 
rounded  head  shape,  a relatively  bigger  bill,  dark  across  the  lores,  and  a 
darker  eye-stripe  accentuating  a well-defined  creamy  or  white  supercilium 
broadly  over  and  behind  the  eye.  The  wings  are  longer  than  those  of 
Black-eared,  with  the  tips  extending  well  down  the  tail,  often  to  the  black 
terminal  band.  Thus,  the  mystery  bird  can  be  identified  as  a female  Black- 
eared Wheatear;  it  was  photographed  in  Israel  in  March  1987  by  Paul 
Doherty. 

CORRECTION  Plate  97  in  the  ‘Field  identification  of  West  Palearctic 
wheatears’  paper  was  wrongly  named.  It  shows  not  a Black-eared 
Wheatear,  but  a female  (probably  adult)  Northern  Wheatear.  As  outlined 
above,  it  is  of  the  wrong  build  (it  is  too  plump  or  full-bodied),  has  a rather 
flatter  crown,  a bigger  bill,  a better-defined  supercilium,  and  longer  wings; 
a Black-eared  would  have  looked  much  more  refined,  slimmer  and 
compact.  The  error  (already  noted,  Brit.  Birds  80:  670)  was  kindly  also 
pointed  out  by  several  correspondents,  including  Paul  Doherty,  C.  D.  R. 
Heard  and  Hadoram  Shirihai. 

The  opportunity  is  taken,  with  this  ‘Mystery  photographs’  text,  to 
include  photographs  of  several  of  the  confusion  species  mentioned 
above.  Peter  Clement 

69  Harecroft  Road,  Wisbech,  Cambridgeshire  PE13  1 PI. 


328.  Adult  Isabelline  Wheatear  Oenanthe  isabellina,  Israel,  March  1987  (Paul  Doherty) 


329.  Black-eared  Wheatear  Oenanthe  hispanica , probably  adult  female,  Israel,  March  1987 

(Paul  Doherty) 
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331.  First-winter  female  Pied  Wheatear  Oenanthe  pleschanka,  Kenya,  hebruary  1988  (Paul 

Doherty ) 


332.  Isabelline  YVheatear  Oenanthe  isabellina,  probably  first-winter,  Israel,  March  1987  (Paul 

Doherty) 


333.  Adult  Isabelline  Wheatear  Oenanthe  isabellina , Israel,  March  1987  (Paul  Doherty) 
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334.  VVheatear  Oenanthe  oenanthe,  moulting  from  first-winter  to  first-summer  plumage, 

Israel,  March  1987  (Paul  Doherty) 


335.  Mystery  photograph  139.  Identify  the  species.  Answer  next  month 


Co-operative  breeding  by 

-tailed  Tits 


iV.  W.  Glen  and  C.  M.  Pe?rins 


For  most  of  this  century,  ornithologists  have  tended  to  believe  that  the 
majority  of  birds  breed  monogamously,  with  either  the  pair  or,  in  some 
species,  the  female  alone  raising  the  brood;  to  find  more  than  a single  pair 
at  a nest  was  considered  to  be  atypical.  Nevertheless,  a few  species  were 
known  where  this  occurred,  and  one  of  these  was  the  Long-tailed  Tit 
Aegithalos  caudatus\  there  are  many  early  references  to  three  or  more 
individuals  attending  the  young  at  a nest  (see  Lack  & Lack  1958  for  some 
of  these). 

During  the  last  15  years  or  so,  the  view  that  co-operative  breeding  was 
rare  has  been  shattered  by  a great  many  studies  which  have  shown  that  it 
is  in  fact  widespread  among  birds.  The  ‘error’  seems  to  have  arisen 
because  the  vast  majority  of  early  studies  of  birds  took  place  in  the  north 
temperate  region  (mainly  in  Europe  and  North  America),  whereas  the 
large  majority  of  the  birds  that  breed  co-operatively  occur  in  the  tropics 
and  in  southern  latitudes. 

The  reasons  for  this  geographic  variation  have  been,  and  still  are, 
extensively  debated.  An  over-simplification,  certainly  not  tenable  in  all 
cases,  runs  as  follows.  Some  bird  species  that  breed  in  geographical  areas 
where  the  climate  is  relatively  equable  throughout  the  year  may  occupy  all 
the  habitat  available  to  them;  there  are  no  times  of  year — as  there  is,  for 
example,  in  Britain — when  life  is  so  difficult  for  the  birds  that  many  die 
and  there  are  vacant  territories.  In  addition,  in  these  species,  the  territory 
owners  tend  to  defend  their  territories  all  the  year  around.  When  their 
young  reach  the  age  of  independence,  they  face  a serious  problem:  there  is 
no  empty  area  where  they  can  settle. 
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As  a result,  the  young  tend  to  stay  at  home,  remaining  in  the  natal 
territory  in  some  cases  for  several  years;  usually,  they  do  not  breed  during 
this  period,  though  they  do  help  to  defend  the  territory  and  may  also  help 
to  raise  their  parents  young  from  later  broods  (i.e.  their  own  brothers  and 
sisters).  Such  birds  are  normally  referred  to  as  helpers. 

Everybody  gains  from  this  (otherwise  the  habit  would  not  have 
evolved).  The  parents  gain  from  these  activities,  since  larger  groups  can 
more  successfully  defend  a territory  than  can  smaller  ones,  and  they  get 
help  with  raising  the  young.  The  juveniles  gain  because  their  survival  and 
chances  of  eventually  gaining  a breeding  place  are  enhanced.  There  are 
differences  between  the  sexes  here.  Presumably  because  of  the  long-term 
disadvantages  of  close  inbreeding,  both  sexes  cannot  remain  in  the  natal 
territory  for  ever;  eventually  (though  in  some  cases  not  for  a year  or  more), 
the  young  females  tend  to  go  into  neighbouring  groups  and  be  accepted 
by  them.  The  young  males  obtain  a breeding  site  either  by  inheriting  the 
natal  one  when  their  father  dies  or,  if  the  group  is  sufficiently  successful 
and  grows  in  size,  by  budding  off  a territory  with  a small  gang  (consisting 
of  brothers  and  immigrant  females)  from  the  parents’  territory.  If  large 
enough,  this  group  stands  a chance  of  flourishing  and  establishing  itself, 
especially  if  neighbouring  groups  have  been  less  successful  and  are  small. 

There  is  another  advantage  in  helping  one’s  parents  raise  young. 
Natural  selection  favours  animals  which  leave  many  offspring  because 
offspring  share  genes  with  their  parents;  hence  those  animals  that  leave 
many  offspring  leave  many  copies  of  their  own  genes.  But  organisms  also 
share  genes  with  relatives  other  than  their  own  offspring,  and  hence,  if  a 
young  bird  cannot  itself  breed,  it  can  still  ensure  that  some  of  its  genes  are 
passed  on  to  future  generations  by  helping  to  raise,  for  example,  its 
brothers  and  sisters,  or  even  their  offspring.  This  is  known  as  kin  selection 
(Hamilton  1964;  Woolfenden  & Fitzpatrick  1985). 

The  purpose  of  this  present  paper  is  to  describe  the  behaviour  of  the 
Long-tailed  Tit  in  the  context  of  its  co-operative  behaviour.  It  is  based 
largely  on  field  studies  canned  out  in  VVytham  Wood  near  Oxford  during 
the  years  1980-83  by  NWG  (Glen  1985). 

Long-tailed  Tits  in  winter 

Winter  flocks 

As  is  widely  known,  Long-tailed  Tits  live  in  small  parties.  By  ringing 
broods  together  with  their  parents,  we  have  been  able  to  show  that  these 
flocks  are  essentially  family  parties,  made  up  of  a brood,  its  parents  and 
any  extra  adults  that  helped  to  raise  that  brood.  These  flocks  are  fairly 
constant  in  membership  (except  for  losses  due  to  death)  from  the  end  of 
one  breeding  season  until  they  start  to  break  up  at  the  beginning  of  the 
next  one.  In  Wytham  in  the  winter  of  1981/82,  the  size  of  15  flocks  varied 
from  six  to  17  and  averaged  10.6;  while,  in  1982/83,  the  size  of  21  flocks 
varied  from  six  to  14,  with  an  average  of  8.8. 

Each  flock  maintains  a winter  territory.  In  Wytham,  15  territories 
averaged  about  25  ha  in  1981/82,  and  21  territories  averaged  17  ha  in 
1982/83.  Since  the  territories  are  quite  large,  the  birds  in  one  flock  do  not 
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often  come  into  contact  with  those  in  another;  when  they  do,  they  defend 
their  boundary  vigorously.  In  each  of  the  two  years  of  the  study,  the  larger 
the  flock,  the  larger  the  area  of  the  winter  territory. 

Winter  survival 

The  reasons  why  Long-tailed  Tits  live  in  these  communal  flocks  may  be 
different  from  those  of  their  tropical  counterparts.  Long-tailed  Tits  are 
unusually  small  for  a bird  living  at  this  latitude,  and  small  birds  are 
particularly  vulnerable  in  cold  weather.  The  reason  for  this  is  obvious 
when  one  realises  that  such  small  birds,  weighing  only  6-8  g,  have  a body 
temperature  of  over  40°C  and  yet,  from  time  to  time,  they  have  to  survive 
night  temperatures  of  — 20°C,  a feat  which  is  an  amazing  advertisement 
for  the  insulating  properties  of  feathers. 


336.  At  least  nine  Long-tailed  Tits  Aegithalos  caudalus  roosting  under  eaves  of  house, 
Dumfriesshire,  January  1965  (see  Brit.  Birds  71:  362)  ( Robert  T.  Smith) 

Nonetheless,  winter  survival  is  often  difficult  for  small  birds,  and 
prolonged  periods  of  hard  weather  may  wreak  havoc  with  populations  of 
Long-tailed  Tits,  Wrens  Troglodytes  troglodytes  and  Goldcrests  Regulus  regulus. 
For  example,  large  declines  in  numbers  were  noticed  after  the  hard  winter 
of  1946/47  (Ticehurst  & Hartley  1948)  and  after  the  long,  cold  winter  of 
1962/63  (Dobinson  & Richards  1964);  indeed,  after  the  latter  winter, 
Long-tailed  Tits  seemed  to  be  virtually  extinct  in  Wytham. 

Some  of  these  small  birds  have  special  ways  of  minimising  the  effect  of 
extreme  cold.  Wrens  (like  many  of  the  tits)  roost  in  holes,  which  gives 
them  some  protection  from  the  most  severe  weather;  in  very  cold  periods, 
they  have  often  been  reported  to  roost  communally,  so  helping  to  keep 
each  other  warm.  Long-tailed  fits  do  not  roost  in  holes,  but  they  do  roost 
together  in  groups.  On  mild  nights,  they  may  just  sit  close  to  each  other. 
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but  not  in  contact;  on  cold  nights,  however,  they  huddle  very'  close  (plate 
336).  We  suggest  that  this  is  not  only  extremely  important  for  birds,  but 
that  it  may  also  be  the  factor  which  has  resulted  in  them  living  in  parties 
throughout  the  winter.  Going  to  roost  on  its  own  in  a cold  period  in  winter 
may  be  tantamount  to  suicide  for  a Long-tailed  Tit.  It  may  also  be 
important  for  them  to  live  in  groups  during  the  day;  they  are  one  of  the 
very  few  Biitish  species  that  are  almost  entirely  insectivorous  even  during 
the  winter,  and  it  may  be  crucial  for  them  to  defend  a feeding  area; 
certainly,  they  have  serious-looking  interactions  with  adjacent  flocks  of 
Long-tailed  I its  on  their  territory  boundaries. 

Preparing  for  breeding 

In  early  spring  (as  early  as  February  in  a mild  year),  Long-tailed  Tits  start 
to  prepare  for  breeding.  The  first  signs  of  this  are  that  they  are  seen 
moving  about  in  twos,  and  not  in  flocks,  during  the  day.  These  couples  are 
of  interest.  It  will  be  remembered  that  the  flocks  are  composed  primarily 
of  family  parties.  Hence  pairs  from  a winter  flock  would  be  made  up 
mainly  of  brothers  and  sisters,  In  fact,  at  this  time,  there  is  considerable 
shuffling  between  flocks,  with  the  females  moving  from  the  flock  they  lived 
in  all  winter  into  another.  Usually  this  is  an  adjacent  Hock,  but,  obviously, 
those  that  go  farther  are  more  likely  to  be  missed,  so  that  it  is  difficult  to 
give  unbiased  proportions.  Hence,  pairs  seen  in  spring  are  made  up  of 
males  from  the  winter  flocks  and  females  that  have  come  into  that  flock 
area  in  early  spring. 

These  pairs  set  up  individual  territories  within  the  area  occupied  by  the 
male’s  flock  in  winter.  The  boundaries  of  these  do  not  seem  to  be  very 
vigorously  defended,  so  they  are  difficult  to  delineate.  One  might  expect 
them  to  be  more  strongly  defended  on  those  sides  where  they  coincide 
with  the  edge  of  the  winter  flock's  territory  , but  we  do  not  know  whether 
this  is  so  or  not. 

The  pairs  continue  to  rejoin  the  flock  (including,  now,  the  new  females) 
each  night  and  to  roost  communally.  This  goes  on  throughout  the  nest- 
building stage  until  the  roof  of  the  nest  is  completed,  when  the  pair  starts 
to  roost  in  it.  What  happens  to  the  last  pair  to  complete  a nest,  or  when  a 
pair  loses  its  nest  to  a predator,  does  not  seem  to  be  known,  but  there  are 
some  records  of  three  or  more  Long-tailed  Tits  roosting  in  nests  quite 
early  in  the  season  (e.g.  Casement  1951);  possibly  these  extra  birds  are 
ones  which  have  suddenly  found  themselves  homeless. 

Nesting,  loss  of  nests  and  helpers 

The  nesting  of  the  Long-tailed  Tit  has  been  described  in  some  detail  on  a 
number  of  occasions  (e.g.  Lack  & Lack  1958;  Gaston  1973),  and  this 
aspect  will  not  be  covered  in  detail  here,  except  to  say  that,  as  in  previous 
studies,  there  was  a high  loss  of  nests  to  predators.  Only  some  16%  of 
nests  yielded  fledged  young  (this  does  not  mean  that  only  16%  of  pairs 
raised  young:  a pair  might  have  two  or  more  further  nesting  attempts  if  it 
failed  the  first  time). 

In  most  species  of  birds,  if  a pair  loses  its  nest,  it  can  either  nest  again  or 
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give  up  breeding  for  that  year.  The  Long-tailed  Tit  has  a further  choice: 
the  failed  breeders  can  go  and  help  at  another  nest.  The  later  in  the  season 
that  they  lose  their  nest,  the  more  likely  they  are  to  do  this. 

Observations  of  colour-ringed  individuals  which  had  been  known  to  be 
breeding  produced  another  rather  surprising  fact.  Virtually  all  those  that 
arrived  and  helped  at  nests  were  known  to  have  lost  a nest  of  their  own 
(and  one  male  whose  own  brood  had  fledged  three  days  previously  helped 
briefly  at  an  adjacent  nest).  In  this  study,  Long-tailed  Tits  were  found  to 
help  only  at  a nest  that  contained  chicks  and  not  at  ones  in  an  earlier 
stage.  Failed  pairs  did  not,  however,  go  together  and  help  at  adjacent  nests. 


337.  Long-tailed  Tit  Aegithalos  caudatus  collecting  nest  material,  Sussex,  April  1988  ( Maurice  K. 

Walker) 
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338.  Long-tailed  Tit  Aegithalos  caudatus  with  food  for  young,  at  nest,  France,  June  1975  (G. 

Olioso ) 


Although  only  12  colour-ringed  helpers,  whose  relationship  with  the 
nesting  pair  was  known,  were  seen  helping  at  nests,  in  all  12  cases  the 
helper  was  related  to  the  male  parent  (seven  helpers  were  male,  one 
female,  and  four  unsexed).  In  other  words,  in  all  cases,  helpers  were 
assisting  their  brothers  to  breed.  The  suspicion  has  to  be,  therefore,  that 
the  failed  breeders  go  to  help  relatives  raise  their  young,  not  just  any 
neighbour.  The  fact  that  more  males  than  females  were  identified 
amongst  the  helpers  would  be  expected  if  this  were  the  case,  since  the 
males  in  adjacent  nests  within  the  same  winter  territory  are  related, 
whereas  the  females  are  not.  In  order  to  find  a pair  which  included  a 
relative,  a female  would  have  to  go  back  to  her  own  winter  territory,  as  the 
single  female  identified  above  did.  That  this  was  not  just  a fluke  is 
supported  by  observations  of  two  other  known  females  which  lost  nests 
within  the  area  of  one  winter  territory  and  were  found  helping  at  nests  in 
different  ones,  although  in  neither  of  these  cases  were  the  relationships 
between  the  female  helper  and  the  pair  known.  In  contrast,  of  the  nine 
males  (including  the  seven  noted  above)  which,  having  lost  nests,  went  to 
help  at  another,  none  crossed  a winter  territory  boundary  to  do  so. 


Effect  of  helpers  on  breeding  success 

The  presence  of  helpers  at  nests  has  a number  of  noticeable  effects  on  the 
breeding  effort.  If  a helper  joins  a nest  early  on,  the  female  spends  a 
greater  proportion  of  the  day  brooding  the  chicks  than  she  does  in  the 
absence  of  a helper;  as  a result,  her  feeding  rate  to  the  chicks  is  markedly 
lower  than  that  of  a female  at  a comparable  nest  without  a helper. 
Consequently,  in  the  early  stages,  the  young  in  nests  with  helpers  may  not 
benefit  by  receiving  a greater  number  of  feeds,  though  they  do  benefit  by 

[The  inclusion  of  plates  338  & 339  in  colour  has  been  subsidised  by  ZEISS  West  German)] 
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339.  Long-tailed  Tit  Aegithalos  caudatus  with  feather  for  nest-lining,  at  nest,  Grampian,  April 

1981  ( Don  Smith) 

being  kept  wanner  by  the  female  (which  results  in  them  needing  less  food 
to  maintain  their  body  temperature).  As  the  young  become  larger, 
however,  the  effects  of  the  helper  become  more  obvious.  The  number  of 
feeding  visits  made  per  day  is  some  16%  higher  in  the  presence  of  a helper 
than  it  is  at  nests  without  helpers.  The  fact  that  the  feeding  rate  does  not 
increase  by  50%  is  not  merely  due  to  the  helper  not  doing  his  full  ‘share’, 
but  is  also  due  to  the  fact  that  both  parents  decrease  their  work-load 
(females  reduce  their  feeding  rate  from  about  9.9  to  7.8  visits  per  hour, 
males  from  about  11.2  to  8.8  visits  per  hour). 

The  work  done  by  helpers  may  have  a direct  effect  on  the  chances  of 
survival  of  the  breeding  pair:  by  not  having  to  work  so  hard  to  bring  so 
much  food  to  the  nest,  they  may  be  able  to  be  more  on  their  guard  against 
predators.  Also,  they  may  be  able  to  keep  themselves  in  better  condition. 
By  accustoming  the  birds  to  land  on  electronic  weighing  perches 
positioned  just  in  front  of  their  nests,  it  was  possible  to  obtain  a large 
sample  of  weights  of  parents  feeding  nestlings.  Those  doing  so  in  the 
presence  of  a helper  weighed,  on  average,  7.91  g,  while  those  without  a 
helper  were  significantly  lighter,  at  7.59  g. 
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Hit  presence  of  helpers  had  a marked  effect  on  the  survival  of  the 
chicks.  Of  68  chicks  in  nests  with  helpers,  26  (38.2%)  are  known  to  have 
survived  to  the  following  breeding  season,  as  opposed  to  only  25  out  of 
1 14  (21.9%)  in  nests  without  helpers,  a significant  difference.  We  do  not 
know  exactly  how  the  presence  of  helpers  effects  the  survival  of  the  young, 
but  it  is  likely  that  it  is  associated  with  the  young  being  better  nourished. 
As  a result  of  the  higher  feeding  rates  at  nests  with  helpers,  the  young  were 
significantly  heavier  than  those  in  nests  where  no  helpers  were  present. 
Since  those  chicks  which  survived  to  breed  were  significantly  heavier  than 
those  which  are  not  known  to  have  survived,  it  seems  that  the  helpers  have 
a direct  effect  on  the  chances  of  their  foster-chicks  survival  by  providing 
them  with  more  food.  (Statistical  analysis  confirmed  that  the  higher 
feeding  rates  at  nests  with  helpers  was  due  to  the  efforts  of  the  helpers 
themselves;  it  was  not  because  helpers  w'ere  attracted  to  nests  where  there 
were  already  high  feeding  rates.) 

Discussion 

I he  Long-tailed  1 it  s habit  of  having  helpers  at  the  nest  plainly  does 
make  it  atypical  for  a temperate  species.  Can  we  explain  why  it  behaves  in 
this  way?  We  outlined  earlier  some  of  the  reasons  why  certain  species  were 
thought  to  have  evolved  the  habit  of  co-operative  breeding.  Although  by 
no  means  all  researchers  would  agree  that  the  ‘habitat-full’  hypothesis  was 
the  only  explanation  for  the  behaviour,  it  does  seem  a possible 
explanation  in  many  situations,  especially  those  in  wanner  climates.  This 
explanation  does  not,  however,  seem  very'  good  for  the  Long-tailed  Tit. 
Apart  from  anything  else,  the  occasional  years  of  extreme  cold  w hich  lead 
to  such  great  reductions  in  numbers  of  Long-tailed  "Tits  do  not  appear  to 
alter  their  behaviour.  One  might  expect  that,  if  the  ‘habitat-full’ 
hypothesis  explained  their  behaviour,  the  flocks  would  break  up  into  more 
‘normal’  pairs  at  times  when  numbers  were  greatly  reduced;  yet,  under 
such  conditions,  they  remain  in  flocks. 

Further,  in  typical  co-operative  breeders,  only  one  pair  (or  only  a very' 
small  proportion  of  the  birds)  actually  participates  in  the  breeding;  the 
others  merely  help.  In  the  case  of  the  Long-tailed  Tit,  however,  it  seems 
likely  that  virtually  every  individual  at  least  attempts  to  breed. 

To  some  extent,  this  argument  still  begs  the  question.  Why  should 
these  birds  go  and  help  others  rather  than  starting  another  nest  of  their 
own?  If  it  were  successful,  they  would  confer  more  of  their  genes  to  the 
following  generation  than  they  would  by  helping  their  relatives.  There 
may  be  a simple  explanation  for  this.  It  is  known  that  several  other  species 
of  small  insectivorous  bird  are  single-brooded  (e.g.  Willow  Warbler 
Phylloscopus  trochilus  and  Blue  Tit  Pams  caeruleus ),  suggesting  perhaps  that 
these  species  cannot  easily  find  the  abundant  food  they  need  for  raising 
young  over  a long  period  of  the  summer.  Further,  for  the  Great  Tit  Parus 
major , the  chances  of  raising  young  successfully  fall  off  very  rapidly  as  the 
season  progresses  (Perrins  1979).  If  this  is  true  for  the  Long-tailed  Tit 
also,  it  may  explain  why  they  go  to  help  their  relatives.  A bird  which  loses 
its  nest  will  not  be  able  to  have  young  of  its  own  in  the  nest  for  at  least 
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340.  Long-tailed  Tit  Aegithalos  caudatus  feeding  young  in  nest,  Suffolk,  May  1949  (Eric  Hosking) 


another  25  days  (four  or  five  days  to  build  a nest,  seven  days  to  lay  a clutch 
of  eight  eggs,  and  13  days  to  incubate  them).  Hence,  any  replacement  nest 
will  be  very  late,  and  may  stand  much  less  chance  of  being  successful. 

Let  us  speculate  as  to  the  likely  productivity  of  a bird  starting  to  raise  its 
own  replacement  brood  as  opposed  to  going  to  help  a brother.  In  order  to 
do  so,  we  need  to  have  some  figures.  Let  us  assume  that: 

(1)  each  pair  lays  8 eggs; 

(2)  a nest  in  the  main  part  of  the  breeding  season  has  only  a 20%  chance  of  being  successful 
(see  above).  For  simplicity,  let  us  also  assume  that  half  the  losses  (40%)  occur  prior  to  and 
half  after  the  end  of  incubation;  this  is  the  same  as  saying  that  45%  survive  each  period; 

(3)  that  nests  with  helpers  raise  1.7  times  as  many  young  as  those  without  (38.2%  versus 
21.9%,  see  above); 

(4)  that  late  (replacement)  nests  are  only  half  as  successful  as  early  ones. 

If  we  use  these  figures,  it  follows  that  the  two  choices  facing  a bird  that 
has  just  lost  a nest  are: 

(a)  to  help  at  another  nest  which  is  just  hatching.  Without  helpers  this  nest  would  produce 

(8  X 0.45)  =3.6  survivors 

With  helpers  it  will  produce  1.7  times  as  many  = 6.12 survivors 

The  net  gain  in  surviving  relatives  of  the  helper  as  a result  of  helping  is  therefore  (6.12  — 3.6) 

= 2.52  survivors 

(b)  to  attempt  another  brood  of  its  own.  This  will  produce  on  average 

(8  x 0.45  x 0.45  X 0.5)  = 0.81  survivors 

The  net  gain  of  offspring  related  to  the  helper  is  therefore  greater  by 
helping  than  by  attempting  another  brood  of  its  own.  Remember, 
however,  that  nephews  and  nieces  carry  only  half  as  many  genes  of  their 
uncles  and  aunts  as  do  sons  and  daughters  of  their  mothers  and  fathers. 
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bor  a helper  to  leave  more  genes  by  helping  than  by  raising  its  own  young, 
it  must,  therefore,  raise  twice  as  many  (or  more)  nephews  and  nieces  than 
it  would  have  sons  and  daughters:  in  our  example  this  is  the  case.  Further, 
it  should  be  remembered  that  a small  proportion  of  the  late  nesters  will, 
themselves,  attract  helpers;  in  doing  so,  these  pairs  raise  their  number  of 
surviving  young  to  0.48  (i.e.  0.28  X 1.7). 

We  are  not,  of  course,  suggesting  that  these  figures  are  precisely 
accurate,  but  they  are  likely  to  be  of  the  right  order.  They  demonstrate 
that  it  is  possible  for  helping  to  be  more  productive  than  raising  a brood  of 
one’s  own.  Notice  that  two  factors  contribute  to  the  differences:  one  is  that 
the  late  birds  have  a reduced  breeding  success  by  being  late;  and  the  other 
is  that,  by  going  to  help  at  a brood  which  has  already  hatched,  the  helpers 
are  selecting  broods  which  have  already  survived  roughly  half  of  the 
nesting  dangers,  and  hence  have  a higher  chance  of  survival  than  a nest 
which  is  just  starting. 

The  theory  of  kin  selection  may  be  adequate  to  explain  why  most 
helpers  help.  In  the  case  of  the  Long-tailed  Tit,  however,  there  may  be 
another  reason  for  doing  so.  If,  as  we  suggest,  membership  of  a winter 
flock  is  a prerequisite  for  winter  survival,  helping  a relative  may  be  the  way 
in  which  childless  birds  ‘buy’  their  way  into  a winter  flock,  so  giving 
themselves  a chance  of  surviving  until  the  next  season.  Even  if  the  actual 
helping  had  only  a small  effect  on  the  success  of  the  brood,  it  might  still 
pay  the  helpers  to  do  so  in  order  to  be  able  to  over-winter  in  a flock. 

341.  Long-tailed  Tit  Aegithalos  caudatus  feeding  young  in  nest,  Shropshire,  May  1980  (A.  A.J. 

Wilde) 
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If  this  system  pays  off  for  Long-tailed  Tits,  why  do  we  not  find  it  more 
commonly  amongst  our  other  birds?  The  answer  to  this  may  be  quite 
simple.  By  living  in  family  parties  all  winter  and  setting  up  breeding 
territories  within  the  winter  territory,  the  Long-tailed  Tit  is,  uniquely,  in  a 
position  to  recognise  relatives  in  a way  that  almost  no  other  British 
species  can  do.  Hence,  once  again,  the  winter  flocking  explains  why  we  see 
this  behaviour  in  Long-tailed  Tits  and  not  in  other  species. 

There  is  a weakness  in  our  argument.  We  have  suggested  that 
membership  of  a winter  flock  is  essential  to  the  individual,  either  because 
the  defended  winter  feeding  territory'  provides  secure  food  supplies  or 
because  the  birds  need  to  huddle  in  cold  weather  (or  both).  Nevertheless, 
these  requirements  do  not  seem  to  dictate  that  the  flocks  should 
necessarily  be  composed  of  relatives.  What  makes  such  a membership  . 
essential?  Why  do  flocks  not  allow  any  spare  birds  to  join  them?  Is  it 
because  there  are  disadvantages  to  increasing  the  numbers  in  a flock 
beyond  a certain  number? 

Future  studies 

The  Long-tailed  Tit  is  a difficult  species  to  study.  In  the  first  year  of  the 
present  study,  nesting  losses  were  so  high  that  it  was  difficult  to  get 
enough  colour-ringed  families  for  observation  in  the  winter.  An  attempt  to 
remedy  this  by  surrounding  the  nests  with  wire  netting,  to  prevent  Jays 
Garrulus  glandarius  (the  most  likely  major  predator)  from  destroying  the 
nests,  proved  to  be  highly  successful.  Indeed,  perhaps  too  successful,  for 
there  were  then  very  few  failed  breeders  available  to  become  helpers. 

Apart  from  the  fact  that,  in  view  of  the  small  samples  of  identified 
helpers,  it  would  be  valuable  to  have  further  evidence,  the  study  raises  a 
number  of  other  questions.  For  example: 

(1)  What  happens  to  the  female  of  the  family  and  any  of  her  mate’s  sisters 
who  may  have  helped  raise  the  brood  and  over-wintered  in  the  flock?  Do 
they  stay  within  the  winter  flock  territory  or  do  they,  like  the  young 
females,  move  out?  If  they  remain,  they  stand  a good  chance  of  mating 
with  a relative  (i.e.  a son  or  a nephew). 

(2)  When  a failed  breeder  goes  to  help  another  pair  in  its  own  winter  flock 
area,  does  it  do  so  only  with  a brother,  as  the  data  here  suggest?  The 
winter  flock  area  also  contains  (at  least  at  times)  the  mother  and  father 
and  aunts  and  uncles  of  the  helping  bird.  Out  of  the  12  observed  cases,  all 
were  of  birds  helping  brothers.  Yet  it  seems  unlikely  that  the  helpers 
would  be  able  to  distinguish  these  from  others  in  the  flock  area 
(genetically,  there  would  be  no  point  in  avoiding  helping  one’s  parents, 
though  helping  an  aunt  or  uncle  is  only  half  as  good). 
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Notes 


Fulmar  attempting  to  take  young  Raven  from  nest  On 

29th  April  1985,  while  walking  along  the  cliffs  at 
\ esnaby,  Mainland,  Orkney,  I approached  a traditional 
nest  site  of  a Raven  Corvus  corax.  From  about  150  m,  I 
looked  through  binoculars  at  the  nest,  which  appeared  to 
be  occupied  only  by  one  young  Raven.  Suddenly,  a 
Fulmar  Fulmarus  glacialis  landed  at  the  nest,  seized  the 
chick  with  its  bill  and  attempted  to  pull  it  off  the  nest. 

Almost  immediately,  an  adult  Raven  Hew  in  and,  by 
swooping  repeatedly  at  the  Fulmar,  forced  it  to  retreat.  I 
did  not  stay  longer,  as  my  presence  may  have  been  instrumental  in 
keeping  the  adult  Raven  from  its  nest.  The  whole  incident  lasted  about  15 
seconds.  P.  DavEY 

Gibraltar  Point  Field  Station,  Skegness,  Lincolnshire  PE24  4SI 


Professor  G.  M.  Dunnet  has  commented  that  he  has  never  observed  a Fulmar  behave  in 
this  way.  This  behaviour  is  so  unexpected  that  any  corroborative  observations  will  be 
welcomed.  Ens 


Moorhen  and  Black-headed  Gull  apparently  laying  in  same  nest  In 

1982,  at  Barbush  sand-quarry,  near  Dunblane.  Central  Region,  about 
37  pairs  of  Black-headed  Gulls  Lams  ndibttndus  nested  in  a colony.  Most 
nests  were  on  reed  clumps  in  a small  pool,  although  eight  were  on  a 
nearby  shore.  Moorhens  Gallinula  chloropus  were  frequently  noted  close 
by  on  The  Allan  W ater,  and  often  visited  the  pools.  On  the  morning  of 
12th  May,  two  Moorhen  eggs  were  found  in  what  appeared  to  be  a 
typical  gull  nest  on  a reed  clump.  Many  neighbouring  gulls  had 
completed  clutches  by  this  time.  On  13th  May,  two  gull  eggs  were 
noted  alongside  the  Moorhen  eggs  (plate  342).  The  Moorhen  eggs  were 
accepted  by  the  nesting  gulls,  were  incubated,  and  changed  position  in 
the  nest.  During  early  June,  they  hatched  successfully,  and  two  black 
Moorhen  chicks  were  reliably  reported  as  being  brooded  by  a gull.  The 
fate  of  the  gull  eggs  is  not  known,  nor  is  it  known  whether  the  adult 


642 


Notes 


342.  Eggs  of  Moorhen  Gallinula  chloropus  and  Black-headed  Gull  Larus  ridibundus  in  same  nest, 

Central  Region,  May  1982  {Gareth  Jones) 

gulls  fed  the  M oorhen  chicks.  From  June  until  August,  two  adult 
Moorhens  with  four  young  were  at  the  gull  colony;  two  chicks  were 
considerably  smaller  than  the  other  two.  If  the  adults  were  the  parents 
of  the  chicks  hatched  by  the  gulls,  it  may  be  that  the  Moorhens  hatched 
young  elsewhere,  perhaps  in  a nest  of  their  own. 

Three  explanations  can  be  offered  for  the  mixed  clutch.  First,  in  the 
extremely  unlikely  event  of  the  nest  having  been  constructed  by  the 
Moorhens,  it  may  have  been  taken  over  by  the  gulls.  Gulls  nesting  on 
reed-clump  islands  at  Barbush  were  considerably  less  likely  to  lose  eggs 
than  were  those  nesting  on  the  shore:  of  28  eggs  observed  in  island 
nests,  only  one  (4%)  disappeared  during  incubation,  while  eight  (61.5%) 
of  13  eggs  in  shore  nests  were  lost,  presumably  through  predation. 
Competition  for  island  nests  was  therefore  likely  to  have  been  intense 
among  gulls,  and  Moorhens  may  have  been  evicted  from  their  own  nest. 

Secondly,  the  Moorhens  may  have  taken  over  a gull  nest  and  the 
female  begun  to  lay  in  it  (Moorhens  often  occupy  nests  built  by  other 
species:  Campbell  & Ferguson-Lees  1972);  when  the  female  gull  then 
laid,  the  Moorhens  may  have  deserted.  If  this  were  the  case,  it  is  hardly 
surprising  that  the  Moorhen  eggs  hatched:  the  incubation  period  for 
the  Moorhen  is  21-22  days  (Wood  1974),  and  for  the  Black-headed  Gull 
typically  22-24  days  (Campbell  & Ferguson-Lees  1972). 

Thirdly,  the  behaviour  may  have  been  an  extension  of ‘egg-dumping’ 
by  Moorhens.  Females  fairly  often  lay  eggs  in  the  nests  of  other 
Moorhen  pairs  (Wood  1974;  Huxley  & Wood  1976),  although  there 
seems  to  be  no  previous  record  of  Moorhen  eggs  being  hatched  by  a 
different  species  (Payne  1977). 

It  is,  of  course,  also  possible,  but  extremely  unlikely,  that  the 
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Moorhen  eggs  had  been  transferred  to  the  gull  nest  by  human  beings. 

Acknowledgments  are  due  to  Marion  Petrie  for  comments  on  an 
earlier  draft  of  the  manuscript.  Garf.tu  Joxf.s 
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Distraction  display  by  1 urnstone  near  Oystercatcher  chicks  in 
mainland  Scotland  On  21st  June  1985,  at  a rock\  bay  on  the 
Grampian  coast,  Scotland,  I watched  an  agitated  female  Turnstone 
Arenaria  interpres  in  summer  plumage  make  several  low  short  flights  and 
give  a chattering-alarm  call  (see  /ill  /\  vol.  3).  Nearby  were  two  pairs  of 
nesting  Ringed  Plovers  Charadrius  hiaticula  and  one  pair  of  Ovstercatch- 
ers  Haematopus  ostralegus,  the  latter  with  two  chicks  about  two-thirds  the 
size  of  the  1 urnstone.  I left  after  a few  minutes.  On  26th  June,  the 
Turnstone  was  still  present  and  stayed  near  the  Oystercatcher,  calling 
continuously.  It  then  gave  a ‘broken  wing',  tail-fanned  distraction 
display  in  front  of  the  Oystercatcher,  which  ran  after  it  for  4-5  m with 
neck  hunched  and  beak  pointing  down.  The  Turnstone  quicklv 
returned  to  the  larger  wader's  chicks  and  the  performance  was 
repeated.  The  Oystercatcher  returned,  and  brooded  the  chicks.  The 
Turnstone  then  settled  on  a rock  1 m away;  it  certainly  had  no  chicks  of 
its  own  and  was  apparently  attempting  to  foster  the  Oystercatcher’s 
chicks.  On  29th  June,  one  of  five  Turnstones  then  in  the  bav  gave  a 
slight  display.  On  7th  July,  however,  what  was  apparently  this  same 
female  Turnstone  displayed  more  vigorously  than  ever,  even  calling 
when  gulls  Larus  flew  over,  and  was  still  clearly  associating  with  the 
Oystercatcher  and  her,  by  now,  large  chicks;  no  other  Turnstones  were 
present.  A week  later,  on  16th  July,  the  Turnstone  was  not  seen  and 
presumably  had  left  the  area. 

This  behaviour  seems  unusual,  especially  as  it  was  so  prolonged  (at 
least  17  days).  Distraction  display  is  a generally  accepted  criterion  for 
breeding  success.  Superficially,  the  Turnstone's  behaviour  was  consis- 
tent with  that  of  a breeder,  but  there  was  no  firm  evidence  that  it  had 
even  attempted  to  nest.  N.  Picozzi 

Institute  of  Terrestrial  Ecology , Hill  ofBrathens,  Banchoiy.  Kincardineshire  AB3  4BY 

Derek  Goodwin  has  commented:  ‘Obviously  the  Turnstone  had  “adopted"  (or 
“thought”  she  had,  though  they  did  not)  the  Oystercatcher  chicks.  Distraction  display 
may  be  considered  a generally  accepted  criterion  for  breeding  success,  but  it  certainly 
should  not  be.  Although  it  commonly  (especially  in  waders)  indicates  the  presence  of 
dependent  young  nearby,  it  may  be  given,  to  human  judgment,  "out  of  context”  by  birds 
without  young.’  Dr  K.  E.  L.  Simmons  has  to  this  added  the  following:  ‘I  agree  with  what 
has  been  said,  but  distraction  display  can  also  occur  during  antagonistic  encounters 
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between  a larger  species  and  a smaller,  performed  by  the  smaller  instead  oj  threat/attack, 
or  alternating  with  them.  I drew  attention  to  this  in  my  review  of  “predator-reactions”  by 
waders  (1955,  Behaviour  8:  130-173),  mentioning  observations  by  E.  A.  Armstrong  (Little 
Ringed  Plover  C.  dubius/ Ringed  Plover),  E.  Selous  (Kentish  Plover  C.  alexandrinus! 
Oystercatcher;  Ringed  Plover/Stone-curlew  Burhinus  oedicnemus ) and  H.  Zimmerman 
(Kentish  Plover/Oystercatcher),  and  gave  a number  of  examples  in  BUB,  vol.  3.  Whatever 
the  “function”  of  such  behaviour,  I explained  it,  casually,  as  due  to  a switch  in  motivation 
from  (more  or  less)  balanced  “attack/escape”  (which  produces  threat)  to  “escape/attack” 
(which  produces  what  I now  call  “distraction-lure  display”).  There  may  have  been  an 
element  of  this,  too,  in  the  Turnstone’s  behaviour,  which  appeared  to  be  directed  against 
the  parent  Oystercatcher  on  at  least  one  occasion.’  Ens 


Spotted  Sandpiper  feeding  with  Chaffinches  among  beech  mast  On 

8th  November  1982,  I stopped  at  Clonakilty,  Co.  Cork,  to  try  to  re- 
locate a Spotted  Sandpiper  Actitis  macularia  that  had  been  present  for 
over  a month  along  the  river  estuary.  After  having  failed  to  find  it  in  its 
usual  haunts,  I noticed  a wader  fly  up  from  the  road  and  over  a wall 
with  a flock  of  about  25  Chaffinches  Fringilla  coelebs.  I drove  around  the 
corner  and  returned  on  foot  in  time  to  see  the  Spotted  Sandpiper  fly 
back  over  the  wall  from  the  river  side  of  the  road  and  join  the 
Chaffinches,  which  dropped  down  from  some  beeches  Fagus  sylvatica.  All 
the  birds  continued  to  feed  in  the  road  among  the  beech  mast  that  was 
heavily  scattered  there.  The  sandpiper  fed  among  the  Chaffinches  and 
moved  with  the  flock.  After  about  five  minutes,  a car  drove  past:  the 
sandpiper  flew  over  the  wall  and  settled  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  while 
the  finches  went  up  into  the  trees;  as  the  Chaffinches  flew  down,  the 
sandpiper  flew  back  over  the  wall  and  joined  them  among  the  mast. 
After  some  25  minutes  of  watching  this  happen  every  time  that  a car 
went  past,  I inspected  the  area  where  the  birds  were  feeding;  I found  a 
quantity  of  insects  among  the  mast  and  leaf-matter,  as  one  would 
expect  in  such  debris.  CHRISTOPHER  J.  WILSON 

Dreoilin,  Kttockavilla,  Dundrum,  Co.  Tipperary 


Mutual  contact  by  roosting  Dippers  In  304  visits  to  roosts  of  Dippers 
Cinclus  cinclus,  R.  Hewson  (Bird  Study  16:  89-101)  assessed  site  fidelity, 
seasonal  patterns  and  behaviour;  while  G.  Shaw  (Bird  Study  26:  171- 
1 78),  after  96  visits  to  four  occupied  roosts,  discussed  the  advantages  to 
Dippers  of  roosting  at  bridges  where  high  winds  could  be  avoided  on 
cold  nights.  Despite  finding  up  to  six  Dippers  at  single  sites,  neither 
author  describes  any  physical  contact  between  individuals.  Any 
encounters  that  occurred  were  usually  aggressive;  indeed,  Shaw 
indicated  that,  unlike  Wrens  Troglodytes  troglodytes  and  Treecreepers 
Certhia  familiaris  which  huddle  together  for  warmth,  Dippers  merely 
shared  a favourable  roost  habitat  without  co-operating  to  enhance  any 
sheltering  effect. 

At  20.30  GMT  on  26th  January  1985,  a night  of  sub-zero  air 
temperatures  following  a cold  spell  lasting  seven  to  ten  days,  we  visited 
several  Dipper  roosts  as  part  of  a wider  research  programme  which  had 
previously  involved  97  visits  to  sites  holding  up  to  eight  individuals.  In 
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a 1 10-mm-wide  clay  drainpipe  sunk  horizontally  into  a gabion  (earth 
foundations)  at  Newbridge  on  Wye,  Powys,  two  Dippers  were  found 
roosting  in  close  physical  contact,  one  (an  adult  female)  behind  the 
other  (an  adult  male);  both  had  previously  been  trapped  and  ringed 
nearby.  It  cannot  be  assessed  whether  they  were  in  contact  in  order  to 
maintain  warmth.  1 he  female  had  gained  weight  by  4%  and  the  male  by 
6 /o  since  being  controlled  53  days  previously;  by  contrast,  three  other 
Dippers  had  lost  1-3%  in  weight  within  the  same  period.  Dippers  in  mid 
Wales  in  January/February  are,  however,  generally  gaining  weight  prior 
to  the  breeding  season  (Ormerod  & Tyler,  unpublished).  It  seems  more 
likely  that  the  birds  were  paired  as  a preliminary  to  breeding,  as  are 
many  Dippers  during  the  winter,  including  at  roost.  There  was  further 
evidence  for  the  latter  when,  in  milder  weather  on  23rd  February  1985, 
the  same  two  Dippers  were  again  found  roosting  in  physical  contact. 
No  similar  contact  has  since  been  noted  in  over  500  visits  to  Dipper 
roosts.  Stephanie  J.  Tyi.er  and  S.  J.  Ormerod 

RSPB  Wales  Office , Bryn  Aderyn,  The  Bank , Newtown , Powys  .ST/ 6'  IAP 
Department  of  Applied  Biology,  UWIST,  King  Edward  VII  Avenue,  Cardiff  CFt 
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Field  characters  of  Eastern  Pied  and  Hume’s  Wheatears  The  recent 
paper,  ‘Field  identification  of  West  Palearctic  Wheatears’  (Brit.  Birds  80: 
137-157,  187-238),  prompted  me  to  record  the  following.  During  April 
to  June  1978,  in  eastern  Iran,  I observed  many  Eastern  Pied  Wheatears 
Oenanthe  picata  of  the  nominate  race.  All  the  males  showed  obvious  buff 
on  the  undertail-coverts;  this  useful  feature  is  described  only  for 
‘autumn’  birds  in  Mr  Clement’s  text.  I also  watched  Hume's  W heatears 
O.  alhoniger,  and  I found  that,  in  addition  to  the  features  mentioned  in 
Mr  Clement’s  paper,  one  of  the  best  characters  for  separation  from 
Eastern  Pied  was  the  extent  of  the  black  throat  ‘bib’.  On  Eastern  Pied, 
this  bib  extended  onto  the  upper  breast  and,  at  the  sides,  often  slightly 
down  the  fore-Hanks  (as  on  plate  107),  whereas  on  Hume’s,  the  black 
did  not  extend  so  far  down,  and  did  not  usually  meet  the  black  of  the 
wings;  rather,  there  was  often  a white  ‘notch’  above  the  fold  of  the  wing. 

C.  D.  R.  Heard 
3 Waterside  Lodge,  Ray  Mead  Road,  Maidenhead,  Berkshire 

Peter  Clement  has  commented:  ‘I  have  looked  at  my  notes  and  at  slides  of  birds  in  the 
BM  collection  (as  1 said  at  the  time  of  writing  the  paper.  Hume's  is  the  only  West 
Palearctic  wheatear  that  I have  not  seen  in  the  field)  and  there  is  a slight  variation  here, 
with  some  birds  having  a slight  extension  of  black  onto  the  uppermost  breast  feathers, 
but  since  we  are  talking  about  a matter  of  a few  millimetres  at  most  this  may  be  the  result 
of  the  way  the  skin  is  preserved  more  than  reality.  I d very  much  like  the  chance  to  find 
out  in  the  field.’  Ens 


Identification  of  Pallas’s  Grasshopper  Warbler  Kitson  (1980)  drew 
attention  to  the  bold  bufTv-white  supercilium  of  Pallas's  Grasshopper 
Warblers  Locuslella  certhiola  observed  in  Mongolia  in  spring  1977  and 
summer  1979;  his  photographs  (73:  plates  203  & 204)  clearly  indicate  a 
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bold  supercilium  and  well-developed  fringes  to  the  wing-coverts.  Densley 
( 1982),  after  visiting  Mongolia  in  June  1980,  supported  these  observations, 
and  stressed  that  spring  adults  were  ‘much  more  strikingly  plumaged  . . . 
than  the  literature,  and  especially  illustrations,  suggest’.  Both  authors 
stated  that  these  plumage  features  were  sufficiently  different  to  distinguish 
Pallas’s  Grasshopper  from  any  other  Locustella  warblers.  On  two  first- 
winter  Pallas’s  Grasshopper  Warblers  caught  in  autumn  on  Fair  Isle, 
Shetland,  however,  the  supercilium  was  comparatively  ill-defined  and  the 
edgings  to  the  wing-coverts  less  distinctive  (Page  & Greaves  1983;  Broyd 
1983):  in  other  words,  they  looked  nothing  like  the  individuals  seen  in 
Mongolia.  Two  points  may  clarify  these  apparent  differences:  race  and  age. 
Kitson  (1980)  did  not  mention  race.  Densley  (1982),  however,  stated  that 
the  birds  he  observed  were  apparently  of  the  Siberian  race  rubescens  (to  . 
which  vagrants  reaching  the  westernmost  Palearctic  are  believed  to  belong: 

W illiamson  1968).  This  was,  I suggest,  incorrect.  From  the  photographs  in 
both  Kitson  and  Densley  (73:  plates  203  & 204;  75:  plate  52),  the 
Mongolian  individuals  strongly  resemble  the  race  centralasiae  or  just 
possibly  certhiola,  though  the  breeding  distribution  of  the  former  would  be 
more  in  keeping  with  the  region.  The  plumage  coloration  and  pattern  of 
adults  of  these  two  races  are  strikingly  different  from  those  of  rubescens , 
which  is  altogether  a much  darker  and  less  marked  bird.  The  supercilium 
and  wing-covert  fringes  on  the  more  eastern  races  are  so  bold  and  contrast- 
ing that  they  could  easily  be  likened  to  those  of  Sedge  Acrocephalus 
schoenobaenus  or  Moustached  Warblers  A.  melanopogon , as  stated  by  Kitson 
and  Densley.  Also,  comparing  plumage  features  of  adult  Pallas’s 
Grasshopper  Warblers  of  any  race  with  those  of  first-years  should  be 
avoided:  on  first-years  of  all  races,  the  supercilium  is  relatively  subdued, 
so  that  adults  of  any  race  appear  more  strikingly  marked  than  immatures 
of  any  race.  Racial  variation  in  plumage  of  first-years  is  significantly  less 
marked  than  that  of  adults;  without  considerable  experience,  it  is  virtually 
impossible  to  separate  young  Pallas’s  Grasshoppers  into  subspecies. 

Kevin  Baker 

British  Trust  jor  Ornithology,  Beech  Grove,  Tring,  Hertfordshire  HP235NR 
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Aberrant  song  of  Wood  Warbler  in  presence  of  Cuckoo  On  15th 

May  1967,  in  a small  woodland  in  Surrey,  I was  watching  a singing  male 
Wood  Warbler  Phylloscopus  sibilatrix  in  the  tree  canopy;  it  gave  the  basic 
trilling  song,  but  did  not  include  the  second  phase  of  song.  A Cuckoo 
Cuculus  canorus  then  flew  in  and  perched  in  full  view  on  a low  shrub 
about  20  m from  where  I sat.  Almost  immediately,  the  warbler  flew  and 
perched  on  another  low  shrub  about  3 m from  the  Cuckoo,  from  where 
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it  gave  an  unusual  form  ot  song.  This  was  reminiscent  of  the  second 
phase  of  normal  song,  but  somewhat  different  in  character  and 
continuous  in  execution:  instead  of  a series  of  repeated  plaintive  notes 
on  a descending  scale,  the  notes  were  all  at  the  same  pitch  and  were 
grouped  to  form  separate  motifs  varying  from  two  to  seven  elements 
uttered  at  random.  The  warbler  continued  to  give  this  song  without  a 
break  throughout  the  ten  or  more  minutes  that  the  Cuckoo  was  present, 
during  which  period  both  birds  remained  perfectly  motionless.  No 
female  Wood  Warbler  arrived,  suggesting  that  the  male  was  almost 
certainly  unmated,  from  its  general  behaviour,  I judged  the  Cuckoo  to 
be  a prospecting  female.  I succeeded  in  obtaining  a tape-recording  of 
the  aberrant  song  (British  Bird  Vocabulary  vol.  3,  side  I),  example  3).  As 
soon  as  the  Cuckoo  left,  the  warbler  returned  to  the  canopy  and 
resumed  his  normal  trilling  song.  1 have  since  heard  this  aberrant  song 
given  by  a Wood  Warbler  in  the  presence  of  a Cuckoo  on  three 
occasions,  in  Sussex,  Surrey  and  Herefordshire;  in  one  case  the  Cuckoo 
was  a female,  which  flew  out  of  cover  and  gave  the  bubbling  call  as  I 
approached,  and  on  another  a male,  which  uttered  the  familiar 
‘cuckoo’  call  as  it  left  the  wood.  Each  time,  the  warbler  ceased  giving  the 
aberrant  song  when  the  Cuckoo  departed.  On  a further  occasion,  on  12th 
May  1987,  at  Lyonshall  Woods,  Herefordshire,  I again  heard  this  song, 
but  this  time  did  not  see  or  hear  a Cuckoo;  the  warbler  abruptly  stopped 
singing  as  1 approached. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  either  sex  of  Cuckoo  can  apparently  elicit 
this  same  response  from  the  Wood  Warbler,  which  is  incidentally  only  a 
rare  host  of  the  Cuckoo.  Furthermore,  over  the  years  1 have  been  in  the 
company  of  female  Cuckoos  and  their  presumed  hosts  (of  other  species) 
many  times,  but  I have  never  heard  any  of  the  latter  utter  any  sort  of  song 
whatsoever.  \ ic  Lewis 

Rosehill  House , Lyonshall , near  Kington,  Herefordshire  HR5  3HS 


Calls  of  Willow  Warbler  At  10.30  GMT  on  5th  April  1987,  at  Thornhill 
Park,  Southampton,  Hampshire,  I heard  a Willow  Warbler  Phylloscopus 
trochilus  call  and,  about  five  seconds  later,  a short  snatch  of  song  from  a 
ChifTchaff  P.  collybita.  I found  the  Willow  Warbler  feeding  actively  in  the 
top  of  a silver  birch  Betula  pendula]  as  I watched  it,  the  ChifTchaff  again 
sang  from  a tree  8 m away.  I was  then  amazed  to  hear  the  W illow 
Warbler  give  a short,  explosive  call  followed  by  a very  brief  burst  of 
normal  (though  unenthusiastic)  song;  it  then  gave  another  short, 
explosive  call,  a short,  quiet  trill,  and  a further  bit  of  song;  this  was 
followed  by  two  ‘hooeet’  calls,  another  brief  snatch  of  song,  a third 
explosive  call  and  a trill.  I transcribed  the  explosive  call  as  ‘zchuf, 
short  but  full,  not  unlike  the  call  of  a House  Sparrow  Passer  domesticus , 
not  loud  yet  easily  audible  from  about  6-/  m below,  and  the  trill  as 
‘srrirrrrrr’,  thin  and  high-pitched  like  the  call  of  a feeding  Goldcrest 
Regulus  regulus,  but  quieter  and  less  sharp. 
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I have  never  heard  the  explosive  call  or  the  trill  given  by  any 
Phylloscopus  warbler  and  can  find  no  mention  of  either  in  the  literature. 

..  David  A.  C hristie 
4 Steventon  Road,  Harefield,  Southampton  $02  5HA 

Unusual  alarm  call  of  Willow  Warbler  At  17.00  GMT  on  19th  May 

1986,  at  Eastbridge,  Suffolk,  I started  ‘pishing’  rather  loudly  in  a 
successful  attempt  to  draw  a Nightingale  Luscinia  megarhynchos  out  into 
the  open.  My  pishing  also  attracted  a bird  which  I immediately 
identified  as  a Willow  Warbler  Phylloscopus  trochilus.  I soon  doubted  my 
identification,  however,  when  it  began  a series  of  most  unusual  calls. 
Whenever  I started  pishing,  the  warbler  uttered  a harsh,  chattering 
‘song’,  lasting  about  three  seconds,  quite  unlike  anything  I had  heard 
before.  Its  head  and  body  feathers  were  fluffed  out,  and  the  song  was 
repeated  six  or  seven  times.  It  then  gave  a typical  Willow  Warbler  song 
and  moved  off. 

Eric  Simms  (1985,  British  Warblers)  noted  this  alarm  call  being  given 
by  Willow  Warbler  in  response  to  a Cuckoo  Cuculus  canorus , but  not  to  a 
man.  JOHN  C . SUTHERBY 

2 Birch  Road,  Tillingham,  Essex  CMO  75X 

Derek  Goodwin  has  commented  that  the  studies  by  George  Edwards,  Eric  Hosking  and 
Stuart  Smith  (Brit.  Birds  42:  13-19;  43:  144-150)  revealed  Willow  Warblers  responding  in 
this  way  to  stuffed  Cuckoos  and  to  human  imitations  of  the  Cuckoo’s  song,  and  suggested 
that  the  loud  pishing  could  have  resembled  the  chattering  call  of  the  Cuckoo.  Eds 


Blue  Tits  with  various  bill  deformities  On  every  day  since  1973,  my 
late  wife  and  I fed  the  birds  in  our  garden  at  Woking,  Surrey.  The 
bungalow  and  garden  are  overshadowed  by  trees  and  shrubs,  and  Blue 
Tits  Parus  caeruleus  are  frequent  visitors  to  the  several  artificial  feeders. 
On  many  occasions  during  December  1984  to  February  1985,  however, 
we  were  amazed  to  see  seven  different  Blue  fits  each  of  which  had  a 
particular  and  marked  bill  deformity.  We  were  able  to  observe  these, 
from  inside  the  bungalow,  at  distances  ranging  from  1.5  m to  4.6  m,  and 
careful  notes  and  sketches  of  each  tit  were  made  at  the  time  (fig.  1).  In 
order  to  gauge  the  lengths  of  the  tits’  bills,  a 1-inch  (25-mm)  matchstick 
was  taped  to  a line  from  which  one  of  the  feeders  was  suspended;  tits 
perched  close  to  this  on  occasions,  enabling  accurate  bill-length 
assessments  to  be  made.  Bird  A was  seen  daily  during  24th-29th 
December;  B was  seen  on  12  dates  between  29th  December  and  11th 
January;  C on  1st  and  2nd  January;  D on  3rd  and  4th  January;  E on  six 
dates  during  20th-29th  January;  F on  7th-9th,  11th  and  15th  February; 
and  G on  9th,  1 1th  and  16th  February.  The  following  notes  were  made 
on  the  spot: 

A Bill  like  treecreeper  Certhia,  partly  pale;  length  1 inch  (25  mm),  lower  mandible  (not 
clearly  seen)  shorter.  Very  active.  Fed  on  peanuts,  but  mostly  on  cake;  when  feeding  on 
larger  lumps  of  cake,  threw  head  back  with  considerable  jerk  so  that  bill  pointed  vertically 
upwards. 

B Woodpecker-like  bill,  strong;  length  'A  inch  (18.75  mm).  Appeared  very  healthy.  Fed 
voraciously  on  cake,  also  on  peanuts.  Very  shy  (movement  inside  the  house  caused 
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Fig.  1.  Bill  deformities  of  Blue  Tits  Parus  caeruleus,  Woking,  Surrey,  December  1984- 
February  1985  [from  original  sketches,  redrawn  by  R.J.  Prytherch) 


instant  alarm).  Although  bird  far  from  aggressive,  other  tits  kept  well  out  of  way  of  its  bill. 
C Grossly  deformed  bill  and  forehead,  latter  blunted:  lower  mandible  59  inch  (18.75  mm) 
long,  upcurved,  with  slightly  spoon-like  tip,  pale;  upper  mandible  shorter  and  straight; 
whole  bill  very  frail  and  thin.  Bird  emaciated  and  in  poor  condition.  Very  active.  Fed  well 
on  cake,  but  seemed  unable  to  peck  peanuts. 

I)  Bill  pale,  sharply  upturned,  '/•>  inch  (12.5  mm)  long  (comparative  lengths  of  upper  and 
lower  mandibles  not  known).  Very  active,  l ed  on  cake  and  suet.  Wry  shy. 

E Bill  turned  sharply  upwards,  length  59  inch  (18.75  mm).  Very  active.  Fed  busily  on 
cake  (without  difficulty)  and  peanuts.  Initially  very  shy,  but  became  tamer  by  fifth  day. 
E Bill  pale,  upturned,  slightly  longer  than  "normal-,  % inch  (10  mm).  Fed  on  cake  and 
peanuts. 

G Bill  grossly  deformed:  both  mandibles  59  inch  (18.75  mm)  long  and  upturned,  lower 
mandible  crossing  beneath  upper  and  bending  to  right;  tips  separated.  In  good  condition 
and  very  active.  Fed  repeatedly  on  peanuts  (9th  feb.)  and  cake  (1  1th  and  16th  Feb.). 

1 wish  to  thank  the  British  Museum  (Nat.  Hist.),  Tring,  the  BTO,  and 
Mr  and  Mrs  1).  1.  F.  Elliot  for  helpful  advice  and  encouragement  during 
the  period  of  these  observations.  GEOFFREY  T . N FWTON 

Pennwood , Ivy  Lane , Woking,  Surrey  GU22  7BY 


Treecreeper  foraging  on  treated  larch  fence  Treecreepers  Certhia 
familiaris  feed,  and  possibly  breed,  in  a mature  mixed  copse  adjoining 
the  garden  of  my  house  at  Thornham,  Norfolk.  At  about  15.00  GMT  on 
3rd  June  1986,  a cold,  windy,  showery  day,  one  was  foraging  in  typical 
manner  on  a 90-cm-high  lap-fence  made  of  larch  Larix,  behind  which  is 
a 3-m-high  cherry  laurel  Prunus  laurocerasus . The  fence  had  recently  been 
treated  with  a ‘dark-oak’,  non-poisonous,  resin-based  preservative, 
perhaps  giving  it  a bark-coloured  appearance.  The  side  of  the  fence  on 
which  the  Treecreeper  was  had  the  lap  uppermost  and  vertical  battens 
about  45  cm  apart.  The  bird  worked  its  way  upwards,  inspecting  and 
probing  between  the  lapped  panels  and  the  battens;  when  it  reached 
the  top  of  one  batten,  it  flew  down  to  the  bottom  of  the  next  one  and 
worked  its  way  up  again.  It  continued  this  foraging  for  some  time, 
covering  about  5 m of  fencing,  before  flying  over  the  fence  and  out  of 
sight  under  the  laurels.  Presumably,  insects  had  re-established  them- 
selves in  the  fence  crevices  after  painting,  but  I could  not  see  what  the 
Treecreeper  was  taking. 

West  gate  Cottage , High  Street,  Thornham . Hunstanton.  Norfolk  PE36  6LX 


Letters 


The  identity  of  ‘Mystery  photograph  97’  In  the  light  of  25  years’ 
experience  in  studying  Aythya  hybrids,  I do  not  consider  that  the  bird  in 
mystery  photograph  97  (Brit.  Birds  77:  plate  254;  78:  plate  19;  81:  plate  343) 
is  a Tufted  Duck  A.  fuligula  X Pochard  A.  ferina  hybrid  as  defined  by 
Gillham  et  al.  (1966).  The  head-shape  and  bill-tip  are,  as  stated,  perhaps 
reminiscent  of  a male  Ring-necked  Duck  A.  collaris , but  so,  too,  are  the 
longish  tail,  the  dusky  area  on  the  bill,  the  extensive  light  area  of  the 
flanks,  and  a much  reduced  amount  of  black  on  the  breast.  Moreover,  Perrins’ 
(1961)  description  of  the  famous  duck  at  Sutton  Courtenay,  Berkshire,  the 
prototype  of  the  Tufted  Duck  X Pochard  hybrid,  indicates  that  the  highest 
point  of  the  head  was  immediately  above  the  eye,  not  well  behind  it  as  in 
mystery  photograph  97.  A surprising  statement  is  that  the  head  sheen  of  a 
true  Lesser  Scaup  A.  ajfnis  is  bluish,  a characteristic  not  mentioned  in  any 
reference  books  that  I have  looked  at.  One  may  wonder  why  so  many  good 
observers  ever  considered  the  Sutton  Courtenay  hybrid,  with  its  brownish- 
purple  head  gloss,  a Lesser  Scaup.  It  is  suggested  that  female  Tufted  X 
male  Pochard  produces  a hybrid  ‘much  more  like  a typical  female  Tufted 
Duck',  but  what  Gillham  et  al.  (1966)  stated  was  that  the  appearance  of 
this  ‘Tufted  Duck  type’  hybrid  is  rather  like  that  of  some  male  Tufted  in 
post-breeding  moult;  nor  did  we  write  that  the  head  sheen  of  ‘Lesser 
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Fig.  1.  Heads  of  Aythya  hybrids  redrawn  from  photographs.  A Mystery  photograph  97  (Brit. 
Birds  77:  plate  254;  78:  plate  19;  81:  plate  343);  /iTufted  X Pochard  hybrid  (from  Gillham 
et  al.  1966,  plate  2);  C Scaup  X Tufted  hybrid  (from  photograph  by  E.  H.  Gillham:  see 
plate  344  );  I)  Scaup  X Tufted  hybrid  (from  Gillham  et  al.  1966,  plate  14);  K 
Probable  Tufted  X Pochard  hybrid  (from  Gantlett,  1985,  Brit.  Birds  78:  42-43,  fig.  1) 
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343.  Male  hybrid  Aythya  with  Tufted  Ducks  A.fuligula,  Netherlands,  November  1982  (Amoud 

B.  van  den  Berg ) 

Scaup  type’  (=Tufted  X Pochard)  hybrids  can  be  greenish  as  on  Scaup, 
but  rather  that  I)r  G.  V.  T.  Matthews  noted  a distinct  green  tinge  towards 
the  back  of  the  head  (not  on  the  whole  head).  The  head-shape  of  the 
hybrid  in  mystery  photograph  97  looks  similar  to  that  of  two  of  four 
variations  of  the  Scaup  A.  mania  X Tufted  Duck  hybrid  (see  plate  344);  the 
mystery  bird  was  photographed  in  November,  when  the  ‘tuft’  is  not 
always  fully  developed. 

To  speculate  on  the  identity  of  the  mystery  bird,  1 would  say  that  it 
might  be  a cross  between  a Ring-necked  Duck  and  a Scaup,  or  perhaps  a 
cross  between  a Ring-necked  Duck  and  a ‘Scaup-type’  hybrid. 

E.  H.  Gii.i.ham 

31  Coast  Drive,  Lydd-on-Sea,  Romney  Marsh,  Kent  7X29  9X1. 
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Gillham) 


K.  C.  Osborne  has  replied  as  follows:  ' 1 he  purpose  in  publishing  Mystery  photograph 
97'  was  to  draw  readers'  attention  to  the  hybrid  problem,  rather  than  to  pursue  the  finer 
aspects  of  interpretation.  I am,  however,  gratelul  to  Eric  Gillham  lor  pointing  out  two 
erroneous  statements,  both  introduced  into  my  original  draft  by  the  editorial  panel:  (i) 
the  incorrect  green  'head  sheen’,  and  (ii)  the  appearance  of  the  hybrid  of  reversed 
parentage.  His  comment  on  the  peak  of  the  crown  being  directly  abo\e  the  eye  seems 
inconclusive  and  is  not  borne  out  by  photographs.  1 he  head  sheen  ol  Lesser  Scaup  may 
be  described,  in  my  view,  as  'bluish',  in  comparison  with  the  Scaup's  'greenish  head.  On 
birds  I saw  in  captivity,  the  colour  was  a bluish-violet  (or  mauve),  but  I believe  that  the 
tint  may  vary  according  to  reflected  light:  I do  not  think  that  it  can  ever  be  brown-purple. 


652 


Letters 


which  would  suggest  hybridisation  with  Pochard. 

‘Mr  Gillham  raises  some  interesting  possibilities,  but  I still  believe  the  mystery  bird 
(Brit.  Birds  77:  plate  254;  78:  plate  19;  81:  plate  343)  to  be  a Tufted  Duck  X Pochard 
hybrid.  Whether  its  parentage  could  have  included  Ring-necked  Duck  seems  debatable: 
the  bill-tip  and  flanks  suggest  this  possibility;  on  the  other  hand,  it  has  a tuft  on  its  head, 
making  Tufted  Duck  parentage  fairly  certain.  The  suggestion  that  Ring-necked  Duck 
parentage  may  be  involved  seems  more  acceptable  than  the  speculative  idea  that  the  bird 
could  be  a Ring-necked  Duck  X Scaup  hybrid.  To  examine  this  point  more  fully,  1 have 
redrawn  (from  photographs)  a number  of  hybrids’  heads  (fig.  1,  page  650).  Head  A clearly 
shows  a tuft,  as  do  the  remaining  heads  (where  it  is  longer);  the  tuft  favours  Tufted  Duck 
parentage.  A Ring-necked  X Scaup  hybrid  is  unlikely  to  have  a tuft.  The  triple 
combination  of  broadly  tipped  bill,  tuft  on  crown  and  grey  mantle  points  to  a Tufted 
Duck  X Pochard  cross.’  Eds 


The  Feral  Rock  Dove  At  the  risk  of  boring  the  pants  off  half  your 
readers,  may  I ask  the  following  crucial  question:  is  the  Feral  Rock 
Dove  a full  species  or  not?  I find  it  mentioned  in  some  important  works, 
such  as  the  BTO/IWC  atlases  of  breeding  birds  and  wintering  birds, 
and  it  appears  in  a good  number  of  local  avifaunas.  The  notice  given  to 
it  is,  however,  not  consistent,  for  it  is  lacking  from  such  basic  works  as 
The  Birds  oj  Kent  (1981)  and  A New  Guide  to  the  Birds  of  Essex  ( 1 984),  as  well 
as  from  more  regional  avifaunas  such  as  The  Birds  of  Sheringham  (1987).  I 
also  find  a considerable  distaste  for  this  ‘species  among  fellow  birders, 
who  prefer  not  to  include  it  on  their  year  lists,  site  lists  or  whatever. 
There  is,  therefore,  a great  rift  in  the  bird  world  betw'een  those  who 
regard  Feral  Rock  Dove  as  ‘tickable’  as  pure  Columba  livia  and  those  who 
do  not.  I believe  this  is  a question  of  genetic  purity,  and  has  little  to  do 
with  the  frequent  adulteration  of  wild  populations  with  escaped  racing 
pigeons.  Can  any  reader  of  British  Birds  plead  a strong  case  for  or  against 
the  specific  purity  of  Feral  Rock  Dove,  and  can  this  case  be  carried  over 
to  include  other  domestic  forms  such  as  the  Emden  Goose  Anser  anser 
and  the  Aylesbury  Duck  Anas  platyrhynchos?  The  Feral  Rock  Dove  must 
be  given  equal  treatment  throughout  Britain,  in  place  of  the  current 
hotchpotch  of  views.  RUPERT  HASTINGS 

33  Bracken  Gardens,  Barnes,  London  SW13  9HW 

The  feral  Rock  Doves  (or  ‘Town  Pigeons’)  and  ‘Racing  Pigeons’  are  (he  same  species, 
Columba  livia , as  the  w ild  Rock  Doves  of  our  northern  and  western  coasts.  The  importance 
(or  otherwise)  of  the  inclusion  of  the  inland  stocks,  which  are  probably  derived  largely 
from  semi-domesticated  birds  originally  encouraged  for  human  food,  in  county  bird 
reports  and  published  avifaunas,  atlases,  and  so  on  is  a matter  on  which  we  shall  welcome 
readers’  comments.  Eds 


Beware  Mongolian  Lark  I was  very  interested  to  read  Iain  Robertson’s 
article  on  the  identification  of  White-winged  Lark  Melanocorypha  leucoptera 
[Brit.  Birds  79:  332-335),  but  was  surprised  that  he  made  no  mention  of  the 
Mongolian  Lark  M.  mongolica,  a species  which  could  be  confused  with  the 
White-winged  especially  if  only  poor  views  were  obtained.  Whilst  there  is 
no  accepted  record  of  Mongolian  Lark  in  the  W estern  Palearctic,  the 
species  has  been  observed  in  the  Netherlands,  where  one  was  seen  on  22nd 
March  1980  at  Amsterdam’s  Schiphol  International  Airport  (see  Dutch 
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Birding  2:  69-70).  I he  bird  in  question  was  thought  to  be  an  escape  from  a 
consignment  of  birds  that  had  arrived  from  Hong  Kong  on  20th  March 
1980.  In  that  article,  fim  Inskipp  was  quoted  as  pointing  out  that  the 
species  was  imported  into  the  UK  in  1979  and  1980,  so,  clearly,  the 
possibility  of  an  escaped  Mongolian  Lark  turning  up  in  Britain  and  Ireland 
c xists.  Given  good  views,  the  black  patch  at  the  side  of  the  upper  breast  and 
the  long  white  supercilia,  which  meet  on  the  nape,  should  rule  out  White- 
winged  Lark  straight  away.  A bird  seen  poorly,  however,  especially  if  only 
in  flight,  could  be  misidentified  as  \\  hite-winged  Lark,  and  observers 
should  be  aware  of  this  potential  pitfall.  David  Fisher 

56  Western  Way,  Sandy,  Bedjordshire  SC  19  1DI ' 

At  Iain  Robertson  s suggestion,  we  invited  Steve  Madge,  who  has  experience  of  both 
species,  to  supply  the  following  contribution.  Eds 


Mongolian  and  White-winged  Larks  Confusion  between  these  two 
species  is  likely  only  in  flight.  Arguably,  partial-albino  Skylark  Alauda 
arvensis , which  could  show  white  in  the  wing  and  is  perhaps  more  Iikclv  than 
either  in  western  Europe,  is  a greater  pitfall.  It  is,  however,  unlikely  that  a 
flight  view  of  such  a bird  would  add  up  to  a specific  identification  of  a 
potential  vagrant  of  this  rarity,  and,  once  seen  well,  the  head  and  breast 
patterns  (described  above  by  David  Fisher)  are  diagnostic;  additionally, 
White-winged  Lark  Melanocorypha  leucoptera  has  an  unremarkable  head- 
pattern,  whereas  the  heavier  head  and  striking  head-pattern  of  Mongolian 
Lark  M.  mongolica  should  be  apparent  given  a reasonable  view.  Compared 


345.  Mongolian  Lark  Melanocorypha  mongolica,  Mongolia,  June  1981  (.V.  C.  Madge) 
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with  White-winged  Lark,  Mongolian  has  more  extensive  white  in  the  wing, 
lacking  the  dark  band  along  the  bases  of  the  secondaries;  but  it  is  possible 
that  the  black  neck  patches  are  somewhat  obscured  in  fresh  plumage  by- 
pale  feather  tipping.  Mongolian  Larks  are  very  popular  as  songsters  in 
China,  where  it  is  one  of  the  dominant  cage-birds  (Report  on  the 
Cambridge  Ornithological  Expedition  to  China  1985),  so  that  its  importa- 
tion to  western  Europe  through  Hong  Kong  is  not  surprising. 

S.  C.  Madge 

2 Church  Row,  Sheviock,  Torpoint,  Cornwall  PL  11  3EH 


Ageing  and  moult  of  Oriental  Skylark  In  his  very  thorough  paper  on 
identification  of  the  Oriental  (or  Small)  Skylark  Alauda  gulgula  (Brit.  Birds 
79:  186-197),  Hadoram  Shirihai  stated  (page  193)  that  he  had  not  been  able 
to  find  any  detailed  information  on  ageing  and  moult  of  this  species.  Vaurie 
(1951,  A study  of  Asiatic  larks,  Bull.  Amer.  Mus.  Nat.  Hist.  97:  510)  provided 
information  on  moulting  periods  of  high-altitude  or  strongly  migratory 
populations  of  A.  gulgula  (and  Skylark  A.  arvensis).  I added  information 
about  the  sedentary  Philippine  race  A.  g.  wolfei  (1969,  Bull.  Brit.  Orn.  Club 
89:  117-119). 

As  for  ageing  information,  Vaurie  (page  447)  included  A.  gulgula  among 
those  larks  with  a complete  ‘post-juvenal’  (=  first  prebasic)  moult,  after 
which  ‘the  first  winter  bird  cannot  be  distinguished  from  the  adult’.  In  my 
note  cited  above,  I mentioned  having  collected  two  females,  an  adult  and  a 
bird  of  the  year  (as  determined  by  cranial  and  gonad  conditions),  in  Luzon, 
Philippines,  on  24th  August  1956.  The  crest  feathers  of  the  young  bird  are 
distinctly  shorter  and  blunter  than  those  of  the  adult.  I noted  that  ‘This 
character  must  be  used  with  caution,  however,  as  specimens  examined 
suggest  that  . . . there  may  be  a sexual  dimorphism,  with  males  having,  on 
the  average,  somewhat  longer  crest  feathers  than  females.’ 

Kenneth  C.  Parkes 
Senior  Curator  oj  Birds,  Carnegie  Museum  oj Natural  History, 
4400  Forbes  Avenue,  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania  15213,  USA 


Identification  of  Oriental  Skylark  The  photographs  of  Oriental  Skylark 
Alauda  gulgula  in  Hadoram  Shirihai’s  paper  (Brit.  Birds  79:  186-197)  appear 
to  show  a potentially  useful  identification  feature  which  is  not  mentioned  in 
the  text  or  drawings.  All  the  photographs  (except  perhaps  plate  107)  clearly 
shove  a thin,  dark  vertical  line  across  the  lores  in  front  of  the  eye.  In  some 
cases  (e.g.  plate  99)  this  line  forms  part  of  a continuous  border  around  a 
wide,  pale  eye-ring.  From  the  small  sample  of  photographs  in  the  article, 
this  feature  appears  consistently  different  from  Skylark  A.  arvensis , but 
scrutiny  of  more  photographs  and  of  individuals  in  the  field  (of  both 
species)  is  necessary  to  establish  whether  this  is  a valid  specific  distinction. 

John  Headon 

6 Holland  Road , Bramhall,  Stockport,  Cheshire  SK7  2PQ 
We  welcome  comments  based  on  field  observations.  Eds 
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Calls  of  Blyth  s Pipit  In  the  solution  to  ‘Mystery’  photograph’  number 
122  (Brit.  Birds  80:  50-52),  we  wrote  that  the  calls  of  Blyth’s  Pipit  Anthus 
godlewskii  and  Richard  s Pipit  A.  novaeseelandiae  ‘are  apparently  very  similar, 
and  seem  to  be  difficult  to  distinguish’.  In  fact.  Blyth’s  and  Richard’s  are 
generally  more  easily  separated  by  calls  than  by  plumage.  Blyth’s  has  two 
types  of  flight  calls.  One,  generally  heard  only  when  flushed,  is  very’ 
similar  to  the  normal  flight  call  of  Richard’s,  but  slightly  higher-pitched, 
slightly  softer  and  more  shrill  and  slightly  less  harsh.  The  other  call  is 
diagnostic:  a short,  rather  hard  ‘chep’,  reminiscent  of  one  of  the  calls  of 
1 awny  Pipit  A.  campestiis.  1 his  call  is  given  either  in  combination  with 
the  first  or  separately,  often  repeated.  Finally,  the  alarm  call  of  Blyth’s  is  a 
short,  very  harsh  bzrep  or,  differently  transcribed,  ‘brzi’,  very  different 
from  that  of  Richard  s,  which  is  the  same  as  the  normal  flight  call  plus  a 
softer,  slightly  less  harsh  and  more  muted  version  (approaching  Blyth’s  in 
tone).  1 he  alarm  call  is  very  unlikely  to  be  heard  outside  the  breeding 
areas-  Per  Alstrom  and  Krister  Mild 

Marholmsvagen  105,  436  45  Askim , Sweden 


Identification  of  black-headed  Yellow  Wagtails  Martin  van  den  Berg 
and  Gerald  Oreel  are  not  happy  with  my  remark  (Brit.  Birds  81:  77-78)  that 
the  black-headed  race  of  the  Yellow  Wagtail  Motacilla  fiava  feldegg  is 
distinctive  enough  to  prevent  confusion  with  the  grey-headed  thunbergi.  In 
their  comment,  they  stated  that  I have  an  oversimplified  view,  and 
imply — without  foundation — that  1 have  influenced  the  Swedish  rarities 
committee  to  accept  records  of  feldegg  of  an  insufficient  quality.  Thus,  van 
den  Berg  & Oreel  have  reaffirmed  their  opinion  that  many  of  the  Swedish 
records  of  feldegg  are  unreliable  and  probably  refer  to  thunbergi. 

We  are  always  free  to  speculate — the  antennae  of  the  snail  called 
science — but  should  also  react  when  overwhelming  facts  are  presented.  In 
this  case,  I think  I have  examined  between  500  and  1,500  males  of  thunbergi 
over  the  35  or  so  years  that  I have  been  birdwatching.  The  subspecies 
breeds  in  half  of  my  country,  and  the  southern  limit  of  its  breeding  range 
runs  only  some  200  km  north  of  Stockholm,  where  I live.  Never  have  I 
seen  one  single  male  that  even  for  a moment  looked  confusingly  black- 
headed and  glossy.  Similarly,  when  travelling  in  Southeast  Europe  and 
Israel,  I have  found  the  male  of  the  subspecies  feldegg  very  characteristic, 
invariably  jet-black  over  90%  or  more  of  its  crow  n,  nape  and  ear-coverts 
(though  see  the  closing  paragraph  of  my  earlier  letter).  This  view  is  shared 
by  a large  number  of  experienced  and  reliable  Swedish  and  Finnish  field 
ornithologists,  and  I have  not  met  one  who  shares  van  den  Berg  s and 
Oreel’s  worries. 

Further,  I have  personally  examined  every  single  skin  of  the  \ellow 
Wagtail  in  the  collections  at  Stockholm,  Uppsala,  Lund,  Gothenburg, 
Copenhagen,  Leningrad  and  Tring  (in  total,  roughly  500  thunbergi  males). 
This  study  has  conclusively  confirmed  my  opinion  based  on  fieldwork.  No 
true  intergrades  between  the  two  forms,  difficult  to  refer  to  either,  occur  in 
Western  or  Northern  Europe.  Without  this  bridge,  I fail  to  see  how’  a 
confusion  problem  exists.  This  is  not  to  say  that  subspecific  identification 
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of  Yellow  Wagtails  in  the  field  is  easy,  or  that  their  call  notes  lack 
importance. 

Van  den  Berg  and  Oreel  vaguely  referred  to  ‘previous  studies’,  said  to 
treat  the  confusion  risk  under  discussion,  but  mentioned  only  one,  by 
Sammalisto  (1961).  Sammalisto  has  to  date  found  three  males  out  of 
about  4,000  with  seemingly  black  heads.  But  these  three  were  in  worn 
breeding  plumage  (mainly  July:  heavy  wear  will  always  darken  the  head  of 
a male  thunbergi),  and  they  were  neither  jet-black  nor  glossy,  they  looked  matt 
blackish  (Sammalisto  verbally).  It  is,  therefore,  reasonable  to  conclude  that 
they  were  in  fact  thunbergi,  but  extremely  worn  and  dark  on  their  heads. 
Still,  they  did  not  look  like  feldegg,  and,  once  again,  it  is  necessary  to  bear  in 
mind  that  all  records  of  feldegg  in  Northern  Europe  have  been  during  the 
spring  migration  (mainly  May),  when  all  Yellow  Wagtails  are  in  fresh 
plumage;  Sammalisto’s  research  has  concerned  only  breeding  birds. 

As  may  now  be  apparent  to  some  readers,  I am  not  ‘just  denying  the 
incidence  of  black-headed  variants  in  the  thunbergi  population’,  as  van  den 
Berg  & Oreel  maintained,  but  base  my  opinion  on  facts  and  personal 
research.  Now,  may  I call  their  hand,  please?  Lars  S vensson 

Sturegatan  60,  S-114  36  Stockholm,  Sweden 


Taxonomy  of  Yellow-browed  Warblers  We  would  like  to  comment 
on  statements  made  by  Svensson  and  Madge  {Brit.  Birds  80:  580-581) 
regarding  Yellow-browed  Warbler  Phylloscopus  inomatus  of  the  subspecies 
mandellii.  Svensson  quoted  us  as  saying  that  ‘the  calls  are  very  similar  to 
those  of  humei' . After  Svensson’s  letter  had  been  submitted  to  British 
Birds,  we  greatly  increased  our  experience  of  mandellii  in  China  in  1986 
and  1987.  We  agree  with  Madge  that  one  call  of  mandellii  could  be 
described  as  being  somewhat  intermediate  between  those  of  humei  and 
inomatus.  It  is,  however,  still  distinctly  different  from  both  of  these.  The 
call  is  a slurred,  trisyllabic  ‘chewilit’  (our  transcriptions  of  the  calls  of 
inomatus  and  humei  read  ‘tswee-eep’,  sometimes  rather  monosyllabic, 
and  ‘veelju’  respectively).  We  have  also  heard  from  mandellii  what 
sounds  exactly  like  the  usually  doubled  ‘veelju’,  commonly  heard  from 
humei  on  the  breeding  grounds  at  least  (probably  a type  of  song).  The 
song  is  identical  to  that  of  humei,  and  territory-holding  mandellii  respond 
to  a tape-recording  of  humei  as  vigorously  as  to  their  own  song. 

We  do  not  agree  with  Madge  that  the  plumage  of  mandellii  is  ‘closer  to 
the  nominate  form’  than  to  humei.  According  to  our  experience  both  of 
live  birds  and  of  museum  specimens,  mandellii  is  very  similar  to  humei, 
and  differs  from  inomatus  by  much  the  same  plumage  characters  (and 
wing  formula)  as  does  humei. 

Reproductive  isolation  is  generally  considered  to  be  the  primary 
criterion  of  a species.  In  practice,  however,  that  is  difficult  to  establish 
in  allopatric  populations.  Testing  the  signals  working  as  reproductively 
isolating  mechanisms  (for  example,  certain  vocalisations,  displays  and 
morphological  characters)  would  be  of  interest  in  such  cases.  In  species 
with  similar  plumages,  such  as  many  Phylloscopus  warblers,  vocal 
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characters  probably  play  a greater  role  than  plumage  characters  in 
maintaining  reproductive  isolation. 

Preliminary  results  from  Tien  Shan  and  Siberia  (Mild  1988,  Soviet  Bird 
Songs)  and  China  (PA  & UO)  indicate  that  humei/mandellii  sometimes 
react  to  a tape-recording  of  inomatus,  and  vice  versa.  It  is  hoped  that 
play-back  experiments  on  the  breeding  grounds  will  show  to  what 
extent  the  three  forms  react  to  each  others’  songs.  Great  care  should, 
however,  be  taken  when  interpreting  the  results  from  such  tests. 

A similar  situation  is  found  in  Pallas’s  Warbler  P.  proregulus , which 
occurs  in  two  disjunct  centres  of  population,  with  pronounced  vocal 
differences.  In  this  case,  play-back  experiments  have  shown  each  of  the 
two  forms  to  react  as  little  to  the  song  of  the  other  one  as  one  would 
have  expected  from  different  species  (Alstrom  & Olsson  in  prep.). 

Per  Alstrom  and  Urban  Olsson 
Marholmsvagen  105 , S-436  45  A skim.  Sweden 

Steve  Madge  has  commented:  'I  find  this  most  interesting  and  supportive  of  my  comment 
on  the  complexities  of  vocals  of  Asian  Phytloscopus.  1 have  recorded  the  songs  of  Pallas’s  in 
Siberia  and  Manchuria  (they  are  the  same),  but  those  I have  taped  in  Sichuan,  Sikkim  and 
Kashmir  are  all  quite  different  from  each  other  and  from  northern  forms.  Interesting  that 
they  found  mandelln  closer  to  hutnei  on  plumage,  as  Ticehurst  \77ie  Handbook]  says  p.  106  “this 
form  shows  no  close  resemblance  to  humei  and  is  much  nearer  to  inomatus"'.  he  also  gives 
examples  of  northern  populations  of  tnandellii  which  indicate  some  intergrading  of  characters 
with  nominate.’  Eds 

Reverse  migration  The  discussion  of ‘reverse  migration'  in  the  recent 
paper  on  Yellow-browed  Warblers  Phytloscopus  inomatus  in  Britain  and 
Ireland  (Brit.  Birds  80:  105)  reminded  me  of  the  following  passage  from 
C.  B.  Ticehurst’s  /I  History  of  the  Birds  of  Suffolk  (1932,  page  147):  ‘An 
almost  annual  visitor  to  Shetland.  I have  no  doubt  this  species  [Yellow- 
browed  Warbler]  occurs  more  frequently  than  the  [two  Suffolk]  records 
indicate  but,  breeding  in  Siberia  and  wintering  in  S.E.  Asia,  east  of 
Sikkim,  it  is  very  remarkable  that  any  should  reach  western  Europe  at 
all  and  one  can  only  suppose  that  in  this  case,  as  in  some  others,  the 
migratory  instinct  in  certain  individuals  becomes  inverted.  It  seems 
from  this  that  the  late  K..  B.  Rooke  was  not  the  first  to  refer  to  the 
‘miscalculation’ by  these  birds.  Michael  J.  Earp 

63  Ivinghoe  Road.  Bushey,  Watford  \\'D2  3SW 

The  Magpie:  sorrow  or  joy?  Some  birds,  such  as  the  Robin  Erithacus 
rubecula  or  the  Avocet  Recurvirostra  avosetta , seem  to  receive  a uniformly 
good  press.  This  is  not,  however,  the  case  with  the  Magpie  Pica  pica , as 
demonstrated  by  recent  articles  and  correspondence  in  The  Guardian 
newspaper  on  the  effect  of  Magpies  on  the  populations  of  other  species 
of  birds  (e.g.  Williams  1986;  Wilkinson  1986;  Samuels  1986,  1987). 
Magpies  have  also  been  blamed  for  the  wholesale  destruction  of  small 
birds  on  local  television  news  in  northwest  England  (and  elsewhere); 
indeed,  the  (far  from  new)  idea  that  Magpies  are  incompatible  with 
healthy  populations  of  small  birds  is  an  ornithological  myth  which 
appears  to  be  gaining  ground. 
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From  a Mancunian  perspective,  this  idea  appears  unlikely.  Man- 
chester has  a very  high  Magpie  density  (e.g.  Tatner  1982),  yet,  as 
Holland  et  at.  (1984)  pointed  out  in  the  ‘Manchester  Atlas’,  healthy 
numbers  of  many  passerines  co-exist  with  these  Magpies.  In  work 
carried  out  in  south  Manchester,  Tatner  (1983)  found  that  the  main 
food  items  in  the  gizzards  of  Magpie  nestlings  were  invertebrates  rather 
than  the  eggs  or  nestlings  of  other  species  of  birds.  Holland  et  at.  did, 
however,  suggest  that  the  decline  of  the  Chaffinch  Fringilla  coelebs  in  the 
Manchester  area  may  be  related  to  increased  Magpie  numbers.  The 
decline  in  Chaffinch  numbers  during  the  1950s  was,  however,  a nation- 
wide event,  probably  due  to  the  effects  of  toxic  agricultural  chemicals 
(Sharrock  1976),  and,  since  I can  see  nothing  in  Chaffinch  biology  to 
make  it  more  susceptible  than  other  passerines  to  the  effects  of 
Magpies,  I believe  there  is  no  real  evidence  to  implicate  Magpies. 

All  this  is  not  to  say  that  Magpies  do  not  take  some  eggs,  young  birds 
and  even  on  occasion  adult  birds. 

There  is,  however,  a great  difference  between  ‘taking  some  eggs'  and 
‘having  a significant  effect  on  populations’.  I know  of  no  convincing 
case  of  Magpies  having  a significant  effect,  and  the  evidence  suggests 
that,  even  at  high  densities  of  these  beautiful  and  interesting  birds,  it  is 
seldom  the  case.  David  M.  WILKINSON 

UWIST,  Department  of  Applied  Biology  Field  Centre,  Newbridge-on- Wye,  Powys 

LDl  6NB 
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The  recent  increase  in  numbers  of  Magpies,  particularly  in  urban  and  suburban  areas 
(Lack,  1986,  The  Atlas  oj  Wintering  Birds  in  Britain  and  Ireland ),  has  led  to  their  being  observed 
far  more  frequently  by  members  of  the  general  public,  in  places  where  nest  predation  is 
liable  to  be  obvious.  This  undoubtedly  contributes  to  their  current  ‘bad  press’.  Eds 


Judging  distances  As  P.  J.  Grant  demonstrated  (Brit.  Birds  76:  327- 
334),  the  judgment  of  distance  is  difficult.  There  is,  however,  a simple 
technique,  apparently  well  known  to  sailors,  which  can  help  to 
overcome  the  problem.  It  is  based  on  both  the  parallax  phenomenon 
and  the  relative  ease  with  which  distances  running  across  the  line  of 
sight  can  be  estimated. 

Hold  a pencil  vertically  at  arm’s  length,  close  one  eye  and  align  the 
pencil  with  the  object.  Next,  open  the  first  eye  and  close  the  other;  the 
pencil  will  appear  to  jump.  Estimate  the  distance  of  this  jump,  and 
multiply  by  nine.  Phis  will  give  a good  approximation  of  the  observer’s 
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distance  from  the  object.  1 he  multiplier  may  have  to  be  modified  to 
suit  each  observer,  because  it  depends  on  the  ratio  of  the  distance 
between  the  eyes  and  the  length  of  the  outstretched  arm.  Although  this 
may  appear  rough  and  ready,  with  a little  practice  surprisingly  accurate 
results  can  be  obtained. 

I tested  this  method  using  five  volunteers  and  objects  at  distances  of 
17  m and  55  m.  Initial  estimates  ranged  from  15-30  m and  40-100  m 
respectively.  Application  of  the  method  described  above  provided 
much  more  accurate  judgments:  16-18  m and  50-60  m respectively. 
I his  test  was  conducted  in  a suburban  environment,  where  there  are 
many  visual  cues  to  assist  judgment;  more  care  would  be  needed  when 
considering  distances  over  bare  expanses  of  mud,  sand  or  water. 

J.  R.  Clarkson 
34  Kenwick  Road,  Louth,  Lincolnshire  I X 1 1 Hh.(. 

We  welcome  this  contribution,  but,  as  its  accuracy  depends  also  on  the  ahilitv  of  the 
observer  correctly  to  estimate  the  jump  , urge  caution  in  its  use,  particularly  over  longer 
distances.  Kits 


Suggested  changes  to  the  English  names  of  some  Western  Palearctic 
birds  What  a ridiculous  article  issued  by  the  BOURC  in  an  attempt  to 
push  through  a hotch-potch  of  unnecessary  name  changes  (Ibis  130: 
supplement;  Brit.  Birds  81:  355-377).  The  reasons  given  for  these 
changes  are  in  certain  cases  dubious,  inconsistent,  misleading  and 
always  high-handed,  with  little  thought  apparently  being  given  to  the 
requirements  of  the  British  birdwatching  public.  The  whole  affair 
requires  a referendum  and  should  not  be  steamrollered  through  on  the 
whims  of  12  individuals. 

So  wake  up  all  you  hundreds  of  thousands  of  British  birdwatchers,  up 
in  arms,  pen  to  paper  and  tell  the  BOURC  where  to  put  its  Bearded 
Parrotbills,  Pied  Avocets  and  Acornjays.  J . B.  Kemp 

2 Northfie/d  Farm,  Hundred  Foot  Bank,  Pymore,  Fly,  Cambridgeshire  CB6  2F.I. 

I understand  that  the  proposed  new  names  are  causing  consternation  in 
some  quarters.  People  are  creatures  of  habit:  any  change  is  fought,  even 
when  progress  marks  an  improvement.  I believe  that  all  your  changes 
are  necessary,  and  welcome  them.  R.  P.  D.  Mi  nns 

6 Bebdale  Road , Barrowby,  Grantham,  Lincolnshire  XG32  1BD 

These  extracts  from  long  letters  represent  two  of  the  diverse  general  views  expressed  in 
correspondence. 

On  the  principle  of  whether  making  changes  is  necessary,  we  do  have  to  point  out  that 
we  regard  international  standardisation  of  English  names  as  inevitable.  Substantial 
amendments  have  already  been  carried  out  in  Australia  and  the  L SA  and  are  likely  to 
continue.  As  numbers  of  birdwatchers  and  local  ornithological  field  guides  and 
handbooks  increase  throughout  the  English-speaking  world,  birdwatchers  in  Africa,  the 
Americas,  Asia,  Australasia  and  Europe  are — not  unreasonably — no  longer  inclined  to 
accept  that  Oenanthe  oenanthe  is  THE  W heatear  or  Hinoido  rnstica  1 HE  Swallow.  If  we  sit 
back  and  do  nothing,  English  names  decided  upon  in  Johannesburg,  Hong  Kong  or  New 
York  will  become  recognised  through  worldwide  use,  whether  we  like  them  or  not.  British 
ornithology  will  be  isolated,  and  our  insular  outlook  will  become  a joke.  I he  names 
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suggested  for  discussion  by  the  BOURC  represent  an  attempt  to  ensure  that  the  changes 
(which  we  believe  are  inevitable)  are  based  on  principles  which  are  appropriate  here  in 
Britain  as  well  as  in  the  rest  of  the  world.  We  do  not  necessarily  endorse  all  (or  even  most) 
of  the  proposed  name  changes,  but  we  do  support  the  BOU’s  initiative  in  opening  up 
discussion. 

As  well  as  expressions  of  general  approval  or  disapproval,  specific  comments,  advice, 
criticism  and  suggestions  on  the  individual  proposed  new  names  will  be  especially 
welcomed  by  the  BOURC.  Please  write  to  The  Secretary,  British  Ornithologists’  Union, 
c/o  British  Museum  (Natural  History),  Sub-department  of  Ornithology,  Tring,  Hertford- 
shire HP23  bap.  Eds 


August  reports 


Ian  Dawson  and  Keith  Allsopp 


These  are  largely  unchecked  reports,  not  authenticated  records.  Unless  otherwise 

stated,  dates  refer  to  August  1988 

The  unsettled  weather  experienced  in  July  did  not  continue  into  August.  High 
pressure  in  mid  Atlantic  brought  quiet,  but  cool  northerlies  until  4th,  when  the  high- 
pressure  centre  moved  over  the  south  of  England,  and  warm  southerly  air  arrived  to 
give  a taste  of  summer.  Pressure  declined  after  10th,  letting  in  further  unsettled 
westerly  weather  until  the  end  of  the  month,  interrupted  only  briefly  by  occasional 
days  of  anticy clonic  weather , mainly  in  the  south  of  Britain  and  Ireland. 

Curlew  Sandpiper  influx 

The  continuous  westerly  weather  resulted  in  limited  passage  of  most 
migrants  of  eastern  origin.  It  was  the  more  surprising  therefore  that  a 
notable  arrival  of  Curlew  Sandpipers  Calidris  ferruginea  took  place  from 
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25th.  After  a scatter  in  Orkney  on  that  date,  two  flocks  the  following 
day  totalled  33,  with  a further  57  on  North  Ronaldsay  on  27th.  Cumbria 
had  a reasonable  influx  of  juveniles  from  25th  onwards;  this  had 
developed  by  the  start  of  September  into  the  best  passage  there  for  a 
number  of  years.  At  Titchwell  (Norfolk),  numbers  built  up  to  more  than 
200,  whilst,  in  Ireland,  Tacumshin  (Co.  Wexford)  held  60  on  26th;  and 
there  was  a wide  scattering  in  English  inland  counties.  Passage  of 
associated  species  such  as  Little  Stints  C.  minuta  was  generally 
unexceptional,  though  a count  of  15  at  Tacumshin  also  on  26th  was 
good  for  that  site. 


Tubenoses 

A Black-browed  Albatross  Diomedea  mela- 
nophris  was  seen  off  Budleigh  Salterton 
(Devon)  on  23rd,  and  a week  later  an 
immature  passed  Porthgwarra  (Cornwall), 
so  there  is  a potential  future  replacement  in 
the  North  Atlantic  for  ‘Albert’  of  Herma- 
ness,  missed  this  year.  On  13th,  Porth- 
gwarra also  had  a Little  Shearwater  Puffinus 
assimilis  winging  past.  Pelagic  trips  aboard 
the  M V Chalice  to  ‘Wilson’s  triangle’  in  the 
western  approaches,  southwest  of  Land’s 
End  (Cornwall),  continued  throughout  the 
month.  Most  scored  with  Great  Shearwater 
P.  grains , with  counts  of  more  than  140  on 
two  of  the  trips,  though  Cory’s  Shearwater 
Calonectris  diomedea  remains  a rare  sighting  at 
sea;  rather  more  of  this  latter  species  were 
noted  on  land-based  seawatches,  18  against 
six.  The  only  notable  movement  of  Sooty 
Shearwaters  P.  griseus  was  some  1,200  past 
Brandon  Point  (Co.  Kerry)  on  20th. 

Only  one  Chalice  pelagic  failed  to  see 
Wilson’s  Petrel  Oceanites  oceanicus,  and 
double  figures  were  reached  on  four  occa- 
sions, with  16  the  peak.  Adding  in  those 
seen  in  late  July,  the  grand  total  fell  just  two 
short  of  the  hundred!  The  prize  of  the  first 
‘mega-rarity’  on  these  pioneering  voyages, 
to  add  to  the  discovery  of  the  regular 
Wilson’s  population,  fell  to  those  on  the 
month’s  first  outing  when  a large,  all-dark 
storm-petrel,  initially  thought  to  be  Tris- 
tram’s Oceanodroma  tristrami , was  fortunately 
photographed  on  3rd,  subsequently  reveal- 
ing its  identity  as  Matsudaira’s  Storm- 
petrel  0.  matsudairae. 

Another  ‘first’  claimed  on  27th  was  an 
adult  Cape  Gan  net  Sula  capensis. 

Herons  to  raptors 

The  only  Purple  Heron  Ardea  purpurea  was 
an  elusive  juvenile  at  Holkham  (Norfolk) 


from  21st,  while  a Bittern  Botaurus  stellaris  at 
Marazion  (Cornwall)  on  11th  was  early.  A 
scatter  of  large  white  birds  included  half  a 
dozen  or  more  Little  Egrets  Egretta  garzelta 
in  English  south  coast  counties,  with 
another  at  Loch  Craignish  (Strathclyde)  late 
in  the  month.  Great  White  Egrets  E.  alba  at 
Hickling  (Norfolk)  on  2nd  and  Dungeness 
(Kent)  on  3rd,  a Cattle  Egret  Bubulcus  ibis 
briefly  at  Minsmere  (Suffolk)  on  9th.  and 
two  Spoonbills  Platalea  leucorodia  commuting 
across  the  Thames  between  Cliflfe  (Kent) 
and  East  Tilbury  (Essex).  One  or  more 
White  Storks  Ciconia  ciconia  appeared  briefly: 
near  Banbury  (Oxfordshire)  on  19th.  fix  ing 
over  the  A1  at  Stamford  (Lincolnshire)  the 
next  day,  and  in  a ploughed  field,  again 
adjacent  to  the  Al,  at  Sandy  (Bedfordshire) 
on  29th. 

An  eclipse  drake  American  Wigeon  Arms 
americana  turned  up  with  a Blue-winged 
Teal  A.  discorsM  Teesside  (Cleveland)  on  29th, 
though  only  the  former  stayed.  A drake  Ring- 
necked Duck  Aythya  collans  remained  at 
Kenwith  (Devon),  and  an  unseasonal  sight 
at  Belvide  Reservoir  (Staffordshire)  was  a 
Smew  Mergus  albellus.  Two  King  Eiders 


HIGGOTT 

Somateria  spectabilis  and 
three  or  four  Surf  Scoters 
Melanitta  perspicillata  on  the  east 
coast  of  Scotland  were  typical 
records,  though  another  odd  report 


through  the  Trent  valley  at  Attenborough 
(Nottinghamshire)  on  11th. 

Some  dozen  or  more  Ospreys  Pandion 
haliaetus  passed  over  or  stayed  for  a few  days 
on  English  reservoirs  and  estuaries. 


Crakes  to  phalaropes 

Spread  throughout  the  month  were  about  a 
dozen  Spotted  Crakes  Porzana  porzana, 
mostly  in  wetlands  adjacent  to  the  English 
south  and  east  coast. 

Cranes  Crus  grits  were  noted  near  St  Just 
(Cornwall)  on  6th  and  over  Holme  (Norfolk) 
with  two  on  16th,  and  presumably  the  same 
two  flying  north  past  Gibraltar  Point  (Lin- 
colnshire) the  same  day. 

The  Greater  Sand  Plover  Charadrius  lesche- 
naultii  remained  on  Walney  Island  (Cum- 
bria) to  5th,  while  an  American  Golden 
Plover  Pluvialis  dominica  on  Stronsay 
(Orkney)  on  24th  was  refound  on  28th, 
remaining  into  September,  the  first  in 
Orkney  for  101  years.  Most  of  the  11 
Dotterels  C.  morinellus  appeared  in  the  last 
week  of  the  month. 

August  proved  to  be  the  best-ever  month 
this  side  of  the  Atlantic  for  Least  Sand- 
pipers Calidris  minulilla : an  adult  was  found 
at  Cove  Pond  (Grampian)  from  1st  to  4th, 
followed  by  another  adult  at  Ballycotton 
(Co.  Cork)  from  7th  to  12th,  an  adult  at 
Upton  Warren  (Hereford  & Worcester) 
from  13th  to  15th,  and  finally  one  at  Steart 
(Somerset)  the  following  day;  perhaps  some 
duplication  is  involved?  Apart  from  a dozen 
or  so  Pectoral  Sandpipers  C.  melanotos  and  a 
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couple  of  Buff-breasted  Sandpipers  Ttyn- 
gites  subruficollis  in  Britain,  most  of  the  few 
Nearctic  wadgrs  were  in  Ireland:  an  adult 
Baird's  Sandpiper  C.  bairdii  at  Ballycotton 
on  9th,  three  reports  of  Stilt  Sandpipers 
Micropalama  himanlopus,  at  Lady’s  Island  Lake 
(Co.  Wexford)  from  1st  to  3rd,  at  Ballycot- 
ton on  7th,  and  at  Kinsale  (Co.  Cork)  from 
13th  to  17th  (plate  352),  this  last  together 
with  a Lesser  Yellowlegs  Tringa  flavipes. 

A Marsh  Sandpiper  T.  stagiiatilis  visited 
Saltholme  Pools  (Cleveland)  on  20th,  and  a 
Long-billed  Dowitcher  Limnodromus  scolopa- 
ceus  was  near  Irvine  (Strathclyde)  late  in  the 
month.  There  were  Wilson’s  Phalaropes 
Phalaropus  tricolor  at  Gibraltar  Point  early, 
and  Tacumshin  late. 

Skuas  to  Wryneck 

Some  20  Long-tailed  Skuas  Stercorarius  longi- 
caudus  included  singles  inland,  at  Upton 
Warren  and  Church  Wilne  Reservoir 
(Derbyshire).  Little  Gulls  Larus  minutus 
reached  a peak  of  248  at  Seaham  (Durham) 
on  28th,  and  at  least  30  Mediterranean 
Gulls  L.  melanocephalus  were  widely  scat- 
tered. Sabine’s  Gulls  L.  sabini,  too,  showed 
well,  with  around  25  on  seawatches  (plates 
348-350)  and  about  double  that  number 
seen  from  the  Chalice  pelagics,  including  36 
on  one  voyage  late  in  the  month. 

In  North  Wales,  the  regular  Forster’s 
Tern  Sterna forsteri  showed  sporadically.  Four 
Caspian  Terns  S.  caspia  were  shared 
between  England,  Wales  and  Ireland,  two  at 
Ballycotton  (plate  351)  from  7th  to  9th  (one 
to  13th)  doubling  the  previous  Irish  total.  A 
Gull-billed  Tern  Gelochelidon  nilotica  was 
seen  at  Pett  Level  (East  Sussex)  on  15th, 
while  the  Fames  Lesser  Crested  Tern  S. 
bengalensis  was  noted  at  three  northeast 
England  localities,  as  well  as  at  Cley  (Nor- 
folk) later  in  the  month. 

A Sooty  Tern  S.  fuscata  was  on  the  Ythan 
Estuary  (Grampian)  for  several  hours  on 
2nd,  following  late  reports  of  one  on  three 
occasions  in  July  at  Beadnell  Bay  (Northum- 
berland). Meanwhile,  Bridled  Terns  S. 
anaethetus  were  off  Hartlepool  (Cleveland), 
Coquet  Island  (Northumberland)  and  the 
Great  Orme  (Gwynedd)  in  the  first  half  of 
the  month.  There  were  eight  typical  records 
of  White-winged  Black  Terns  Chlidonias 
leucopterus. 

Five  Bee-eaters  Merops  apiaster  dazzled, 
and  two  Alpine  Swifts  Apus  melba  passed 
through.  Six  of  the  nine  Wrynecks  Jynx 
torquilla  were  on  Fair  Isle  or  North  Ronald- 
say. 
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346  & 347.  Red-rumped  Swallow  Hirundo  daurica , Dorset,  August  1988  (Martin  S.  Gamer) 


Passerines 

Sand  Martins  Riparia  rxparia  were  reported  as 
‘extremely  common’  at  Sandwich  Bay 
(Kent),  with  500  to  1,000  regularly:  nearly 
1,000  were  ringed  there  and  only  a couple 
retrapped,  indicating  a steady  passage.  The 
Red-rumped  Swallow  Hirundo  daurica  at 
Corfe  Mullen  (Dorset)  noted  in  July 
remained  to  the  early  part  of  the  month 
(plates  346  & 347). 

Six  of  the  nine  (mostly  trapped)  Aquatic 
Warblers  Acrocephalus  paludicola  turned  up 
between  10th  and  16th,  the  other  three  from 
21st  to  23rd,  including  two  on  Jersey  (Chan- 
nel Islands).  One  was  trapped  at  Aberthaw 
(South  Glamorgan)  on  10th  on  the  same  day 
as  a Dartford  Warbler  Sylvia  undata  there. 
Nine  Melodious  Warblers  Hippolais  poly- 
glotta,  four  Icterine  Warblers  //.  icterina  and 
13  Barred  Warblers  Sylvia  nisoria  (eight  of 
these  in  the  Northern  Isles)  in  the  second 
half  of  the  month  indicate  what  a poor 
month  it  was  generally  for  drift  migration  of 
small  birds.  Only  two  of  these  birds,  an 
Icterine  Warbler  at  Minsmere  and  a Barred 
Warbler  at  Landguard  (Suffolk),  were  in 
East  Anglia;  indeed  there  were  no  reports 


even  of  Pied  Flycatcher  Ficedula  hypoleuca  in 
Suffolk,  and  fewer  than  ten  each  of  this 
species  and  Redstart  Pkoenicums  phoenicurus 
at  Sandwich  Bay. 

A Subalpine  Warbler  .S’,  cantillans  sum- 
mered on  Bardsey  (Gwynedd).  After  one  on 
Fair  Isle  from  9th,  three  more  Greenish 
Warblers  Rhylloscopus  trorhiloides  arrived  in 
Orkney  and  Shetland  on  16th,  with  further 
arrivals  on  Stronsav  (Orkney)  on  18th  and 
Fair  Isle  (Shetland)  on  27th. 

A juvenile  Woodchat  Shrike  Ixinius  senator 
was  found  at  St  Bride’s  Wentlloog  (Gwent) 
on  29th,  and  there  were  four  Scarlet 
Rosefinches  Carpodacus  erythrinus  in  the 
Northern  Isles. 

The  first  Yellow-breasted  Bunting 

Ernberiza  aureola  of  the  autumn  was  at  Sum- 
burgh  (Shetland)  on  28th.  North  Ronald- 
say’s  July  Black-headed  Bunting  E.  melano- 
cephala  remained  to  6th,  only  to  be  replaced 
by  another  from  14th  for  the  rest  of  the 
month.  The  only  Ortolan  Buntings  E. 
hortulana  reported  were  three  at  Portland 
(Dorset)  around  mid  month,  and  one  at  The 
Needles  (Isle  of  Wight)  on  27th. 
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348-350.  Sabine’s  Gull  Larus  sabini,  Lan- 
cashire, August  1988  (B.  Marsh) 


351.  Caspian  Tern  Sterna  caspia , with  Black-tailed  Godwit  Limosa  limosa  and  Black-headed 
Gulls  Lams  ridibundus,  Co.  Cork,  August  1988  (Richard  T.  Mills) 


Great  Snipe  by  Martin  Ha  Ham  8IY  88 


SLR  camera  adaptability 
Rubber  eyecup  lor  comfort 
Ergonomic  styling  for  ease-of-use 
45%  offset  eyepiece  on  TSN-1  model 
77mm  objective  lens  delivering  crisp  images 
Interchangeable  20  x . 25  x , 40  x , 20-60  x eyepieces 
with  bayonet  fitting 


A superb  image 


Officially  appointed  distributor  for  Kowa  Telescopes 

Pyser  Ltd.,  Fircroft  Way,  Edenbridge,  Kent  TN8  6HA 
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SUNBIRD 

1989  TOURS 

Come  with  us  and  see  why  we  came  out  top  in  the 
recent  survey  in  British  Birds  magazine.  As 
usual,  our  small-group  tours  will  be  led  by  Bryan  Bland, 
David  Fisher,  Peter  Grant,  or  Tom  Gullick. 

In  1989  our  destinations  include: 

Australia,  Austria,  California,  Canary  Islands,  India,  Israel, 
Kashmir  & Ladakh,  Kenya,  Majorca,  Mexico,  Morocco, 
Seychelles,  Spain,  Trinidad  & Tobago,  and  Venezuela. 


Write  or  telephone  now  for  our 
brochure  of  tours  for  1989. 

SUNBIRD,  PO  Box  76,  Sandy,  Bedfordshire  SG19  IDF 
Telephone:  0767  82969 
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The 

British  Birds 

Binder 

It’s  so  easy  and  tidy  with  the  British  Birds  Binder  to 
hie  your  copies  away.  Each  binder  is  designed  to 
hold  twelve  issues  and  the  index,  and  is  attractively 
bound  and  blocked  with  the  British  Birds  logo. 

You  can  use  a binder  to  store  the  current  year’s 
issues  as  they  arrive,  or  to  hold  a complete  volume 
for  your  bookshelves. 

Price  UK  £ 6.95  including  VAT,  postage  & packing. 

Why  not  place  your  order  now?  (I)4.25) 

Please  use  the  British  BirdShop  order  form. 


Nikon  Fieldscopes 


CHOSEN  ‘THE  MOST 
SATISFACTORY  TELESCOPE’ 
BY  READERS  OF 
‘BRITISH  BIRDS’  MAGAZINE 


'British  Birds,'  in  its  fourth  survey  of  how  readers  evaluated  the  binoculars 
and  telescopes  they  own  and  use,  has  rated  the  Nikon  Fieldscope 
20x60  ED  " The  Most  Satisfactory  Telescope"  in  the  April  1988  issue. 


NIKON  U.K.  LTD. 

380  Richmond  Road,  Kingston-upon-Thames,  Surrey  KT2  5PR 
Tel:  (01)  541  4440  Telex:  923044  (NIKON  G)  Fax:  (01)  541  4584 

(D409) 
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Zeiss  10X40B/GAT*  9901 
The  closer  focusing  Dialyt 


also  7X  42B/GAT* 

. . particularly  useful  in  confined 
habitats,  such  as  woodland  or  forest; 
for  seawatching  or  raptor-watching. . . ' 

(British  Birds  Vol  79  No.  6 June  1986) 


Zeiss  - a tradition  of  excellence. 
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352.  Stilt  Sandpiper  Micropalama  himantopus , Co.  Cork,  August  1988  ( Richard  T.  Mills) 


Monthly  marathon 

The  first  and  second  puzzle  photographs  in  this 
third  ‘Marathon’  trail  were  named  by  entrants  as 
follows: 

W ood  W arbler  Phylloscopus  sibilatrix  (80%) 

Arctic  Warbler  P.  borealis  (5%) 

Chiffchaff  P.  collybita  (4%) 

Tennessee  Warbler  Vermivora peregrina  (3%) 

Sedge  W arbler  Acrocephalus  schoenobaenus  ( 2%) 

Yellow-browed  Warbler  P.  inomutus  (2%) 

with  a few  entries  for  Cetti’s  Warbler  Cettia  cetti,  Icterine  W arbler  Hippolais  icterina.  Melodious 
Warbler  H.  polyglotta,  Greenish  Warbler  P.  trochiloides  and  Bonelli’s  Warbler  P.  bonelli. 


Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  Pheucticus  ludovicianus  (47%) 

Reed  Bunting Emberiza schoeniclus  (20%) 

Redpoll  Carduelis flammea  (6%) 

Sedge  Warbler  (5%) 

Twite  C.flavirostris  (5%) 

Whinchat  Saxicola  rubetra  (3%) 

Spotted  Flycatcher Muscicapa striata  (3%) 


with  a few  entries  for  Woodlark  Lullula  arborea , Dunnock  Prunella  modularis , Redwing  Turdus 
iliacus,  Lanceolated  Warbler  Locustella  lanceolata , Grasshopper  Warbler  L.  naevia,  Aquatic 
Warbler  A.  paludicola , Serin  Serinus  sennits.  Linnet  C.  cannabina,  Lapland  Bunting  Calcarius 
lapponicus , Pine  Bunting  E.  leucocephalos,  Yellowhammer  E.  citrinella.  Rustic  Bunting  E.  rustica 
and  Little  Bunting  E.  pusilla. 

The  majority  identified  the  first  one  correctly:  plate  200  did  feature  a 
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Wood  Warbler,  photographed  by  Rudi  Jelinek  in  Sweden  in  May  1985  or 
1986. 

Entrants  who  misidentified  the  bird  in  plate  215  were  doubltless  kicking 
themselves  when  they  received  the  November  issue  and  saw  plate  302, 
which  showed  the  same  female  Rose-breasted  Grosbeak,  photographed  by 
Anthony  McGeehan  on  Cape  Clear  Island,  Co.  Cork,  in  October  1987. 

After  these  first  two  photographs,  over  150  contestants  are  still  in  the 
chase,  with  both  right.  The  fifth  photograph  is  shown  below  (plate  353). 


353.  Third  ‘Monthly  marathon’  competition.  Photograph  number  5.  Identify  the  species. 
Read  the  rules  on  page  49  in  the  January  1988  issue,  then  send  in  your  answer  on  a postcard  to 
Monthly  Marathon,  Fountains,  Park  Lane,  Blunham,  Bedford  MK44  3NJ,  to  arrive  by  15th 

January  1989 


^ebentp-fibe  pears  ago... 


‘CAROLINA  CRAKE  IN  OUTER  HEBRIDES.  An  immature  male  Carolina  Crake 
(Porzana  Carolina ) was  shot  by  Mr.  A.  Blain  (Galson  Lodge,  Stornoway),  near  Ness,  Lewis, 
Outer  Hebrides,  on  November  12th,  1913,  and  sent  to  the  Natural  History  Museum  in  the 
flesh.’  (Brit.  Birds  7:  202-203,  December  1913) 
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A Field  Guide  to  the  Waders  of  Britain  and  Europe  with  North 
Africa  and  the  Middle  East.  By  Peter  Colston  8c  Philip  Burton. 

Hodder  & Stoughton,  Sydney,  London,  Auckland  and  Toronto,  1988. 
23  colour  plates;  95  line-drawings;  53  maps.  £9.95. 

If  you  were  delighted  by  Philip  Burton’s  paintings  in  BWP  vol.  3 and  cannot  wait  to  get 
your  hands  on  a wader  book  with  all  the  plates  illustrated  by  him,  then  you  may  well  be 
disappointed.  All  the  more  so  in  view  of  the  claim  that  this  book  is  ‘Worth  buying  for  the 
colour  plates  alone— undoubtedly  the  most  accurate  and  beautifully  painted  and 
reproduced  set  ol  illustrations  to  be  found  in  any  field  guide.'  Beautiful  many  of  them 
may  be,  but  they  are  not  as  good  as  his  work  in  BWP  and  they  are  not  all  accurate, 
particularly  those  where  identification  criteria  have  improved  in  recent  years  (e.g.  stints 
and  sand  plovers).  A good  example  is  the  adult  breeding  Red-necked  Stint  Calidris 
ruficollis,  on  which  the  wing-coverts  and  tertials  are  typically  mainly  grey,  but  the 
illustration  shows  a wing  exactly  as  breeding  Little  Stint  C.  minuta.  It  is  difficult  to  believe 
that  an  artist  of  Burton  s stature  would  make  such  a mistake,  and  I suspect  that  these 
plates  were  painted  some  time  ago  and  predated  his  work  for  BWP.*  It  is  disappointing, 
too,  that  juveniles  are  not  depicted  for  many  species.  Nevertheless,  it  would  be  churlish 
not  to  acknowledge  that  many  illustrations,  such  as  the  Ruffs  Philomachus  put’nax  in  a 
variety  of  breeding  plumages,  are  excellent  and  an  improvement  on  other  published 
work. 

Further  clues  to  a long  gestation  period  can  be  found  in  the  text.  In  the  introductory 
chapter,  there  are  several  references  to  migration  studies  in  the  early  1970s,  and 
plumage-dyeing  of  waders  is  referred  to  as  a new  technique.  The  bulk  of  the  text  is  taken 
up  by  the  species  accounts,  with  one  or  two  pages  for  each  species,  covering 
identification,  voice,  habitat,  distribution,  movements,  feeding,  social  and  breeding 
behaviour,  and  nest,  eggs  and  young.  These  accounts  are  up-to-date  and  they  provide  a 
concise  summary  of  information  largely  dealt  with  in  more  detail  in  BWP  or  Shorebirds 
(Hayman,  Marchant  & Prater  1986).  For  species  which  do  not  breed  in  the  Western 
Palearctic,  however,  some  additional  information  is  given  on  topics  such  as  breeding 
behaviour. 

If  this  book  had  been  published  a few'  years  ago,  it  would  undoubtedly  have  been 
welcomed  with  open  arms,  but  the  publishers  have  to  some  extent  missed  the  boat.  It  is 
not  an  essential  purchase  for  owners  of  BWP  and  Shorebirds , although  they  may  find  it 
useful  for  quick  reference,  for  its  field-guide  portability,  for  some  of  the  plates  and  for  the 
limited  additional  information  about  species  which  do  not  breed  in  the  Western 
Palearctic.  I do  recommend  it  to  those  whose  interests  lie  beyond  identification  but  who 
cannot  afford  BUT. 

This  review  may  sound  a bit  critical,  but  it  is  made  in  the  context  of  comparison  with 
Shorebirds  and  BWP.  A book  containing  such  a wealth  of  information  in  a hard  cover  and 
with  plates  on  good  quality  paper  is  value  for  money  at  £9.95,  and  is  certainly  worth  a 
look  to  make  up  your  own  mind.  Al.AN  Brown 

*We  understand  that  this  conjecture  is  correct.  Ens 


The  Birds  of  Africa,  vol.  III.  Edited  by  C.  Hilary  Fry,  Stuart  Keith  and 
Emil  K.  Urban.  Academic  Press,  London,  1988.  600  pages;  32  colour 
plates;  many  line-drawings  and  maps.  £71.50. 

This  mammoth  work  trundles  on.  and  here  we  have  the  third  volume,  even  bigger  than 
volume  II  (which,  itself,  was  larger  than  volume  I).  The  team  of  16  authors,  three  artists  and 
three  editors  (the  same  as  for  volume  II)  has  managed  to  produce  not  only  an  authoritative 
and  often  readable  book,  but  also  one  which  it  is  a pleasure  to  use.  Although  filled  with 
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information,  it  does  not  look  crammed,  the  space  between  paragraphs,  the  two  columns  of 
text  and  the  relatively  large  type-size  all  greatly  aiding  the  user  to  find  his  or  her  way  around. 

This  third  volume  covers  the  Psittaciformes  (parrots  and  -relatives),  the  Musophagiformes 
(turacos  and  relatives),  Cuculiformes  (cuckoos,  etc.),  Strigiformes  (owls),  Caprimulgiformes 
(nightjars),  Apodiformes  (swifts),  Coliiformes  (mousebirds  and  colies),  Coraciiformes 
(trogons,  kingfishers,  bee-eaters,  rollers,  wood-hoopoes,  Hoopoe  and  hornbills),  and 
Piciformes  (barbets,  honeyguides  and  woodpeckers). 

As  an  individual  book,  this  volume  would  merit  a very  long  review.  As  part  of  a series, 
however,  we  need  only  remind  potential  purchasers  that  The  Birds  of  Africa  ‘will  justifiably  be 
regarded  as  indispensable  for  anyone  having  any  interest  in  African  birds’  (Brit.  Birds  76:  470) 
and  ‘is  destined  to  become  the  standard  work  for  the  Continent’  (Brit.  Birds  80:  58).  Martin 
Woodcock’s  colour  paintings  are  attractive  as  well  as  being  informative;  and  Ian  Willis’s  line- 
drawings  (their  accuracy  obviously  often  being  derived  from  photographic  reference 
material)  enhance  the  text  pages. 

While  the  price  is  high,  the  quality  (as  well  as  the  size)  of  the  publication  make  it  value  for 
money,  and  essential  for  every'  non-parochial  birdwatcher’s  ornithological  library. 

J.  T.  R.  SHARROCK 


Where  to  Watch  Birds  in  Somerset,  Avon,  Gloucestershire  & 
Wiltshire.  By  Ken  Hall  and  John  Govett.  Christopher  Helm,  London, 
1988.  306  pages;  50  line-drawings;  57  maps.  Paperback  £9.95. 

This,  one  of  a series  of  regional  guides,  covers  three  counties  bordering  the  Severn 
Estuary  and  Bristol  Channel,  plus  Wiltshire,  w'hich  adjoins  all  three  to  the  east,  and 
details  61  sites  or  areas.  An  outline  map  of  the  four  counties  shows  the  location  of  each 
site,  but,  thereafter,  counties  are  ignored,  neither  appearing  in  the  site  names  nor  on  the 
site  maps.  , 

Each  site  has  headings  of  Habitat,  Timing,  Species,  Access,  and  Calendar,  and  is  given 
a generous  average  of  nearly  four  pages.  The  habitat  descriptions  are  sometimes 
disappointingly  brief,  barely  rising  above  a topographical  outline,  and  I occasionally 
found  inaccurate  or  misleading  statements.  On  the  other  hand,  the  species  sections  are 
comprehensive  and  well  researched,  if  showing  a natural  tendency  to  concentrate  on  the 
less  usual  species  which  could,  perhaps,  raise  some  visiting  birders’  hopes  too  high.  The 
section  on  timing  told  me  when  there  might  be  disturbance  from  fishermen  or 
wdldfow'lers,  w'hich  tides  are  best,  and  other  relevant  facts. 

The  access  accounts  are  first-class,  starting  from  the  main  road  netw'ork  and  ending  on 
the  smallest  available  footpath.  No-one  should  get  lost  just  using  the  text,  but  the  site 
maps,  tediously  grouped  at  the  end  of  the  book  and,  incidentally,  with  non-corresponding 
numbering,  are  much  less  useful.  Although  one  applauds  the  obvious  desire  for  simplicity 
and  legibility,  some  indication  of  built-up  areas  and  better  differentiation  between  main 
and  minor  roads  would  have  helped. 

The  final,  calendar,  section  for  each  site  is  essentially  a summary  of  the  much  longer 
species  section,  sub-divided  by  seasons. 

Some  of  the  line-draw'ings  are  quite  pleasing,  but  several  fail  to  convey  the  real  look  of 
the  bird.  The  Ring-necked  Duck  on  page  197  is  surely  a hybrid  Aythya , with  a head  like 
that! 

The  book  concludes  with  a handful  of  also-ran  sites,  treated  in  brief,  a key  to  the 
commoner  abbreviations  (RSPB,  BTO,  WT,  etc.),  and  a curious  glossary.  Defining 
‘crepuscular’  and  ‘irruption’  might  be  felt  useful,  but  ‘dabbling  duck’?  ‘Seabird’?  and 
‘wader’?  The  bird-name  index,  heavily  biased  away  from  the  commoner  species,  gives  the 
number  of  each  site  where  a particular  species  might  be  seen.  Eor  this  to  have  been 
properly  helpful,  the  site  numbers  should  have  been  repeated  in  the  running  heads  along 
the  top  of  each  page  instead  of  just  once  at  the  beginning  of  each  account. 

The  book  is  fairly  cheaply  produced,  and  one  wonders  how  long  the  thin  card  covers 
and  glued,  not  stitched,  binding  will  stand  up  to  frequent  use.  Eor,  despite  some 
essentially  minor  shortcomings,  this  is  a very  worthwhile  guide,  which  should  be  useful  to 
residents  in  the  area  as  well  as  to  visitors.  M.  A.  Oon.VIK 
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Where  to  Watch  Birds  in  the  West  Midlands:  including  Hereford- 
Woi  cester,  Shropshire,  Staffordshire,  Warwickshire  and  the  former 
West  Midlands  County.  By  Graham  Harrison  and  Jack  Sankey. 

Christopher  Helm,  London,  1987.  275  pages;  25  line-drawings;  53 
maps.  Paperback  £9.95. 

Please  forgive  the  following  hurst  of  egocentric  nostalgia. 

It  was  sometime  early  in  1962  that  I ‘discovered  Upton  Warren.  I was,  at  the  time, 
immersed  in  research  for  my  historic  thesis  on  the  Birds  of  Bartley  Reservoir,  and  I spent 
many  hours  in  the  Birmingham  Reference  Library  poring  through  ancient  dog-eared 
copies  of  the  West  Midland  Bird  (.lub  annual  report.  In  them.  I happened  to  notice 
several  pre-war  or  wartime  references  to  somewhere  called  Upton  Warren,  and  records  of 
water  birds  there  that  were  pretty  good  for  the  area:  scoters,  divers,  rarer  grebes  and  so 
on.  And  yet,  this  was  the  first  I d ever  heard  of  the  place.  Did  it  still  exist?  I bought  an  OS 
map  and  found  the  town  of  Upton,  but  there  wras  no  little  blue  patch  nearby.  Oh  well.  I 
concluded,  the  w'aler  must  have  been  filled  in.  But  no  . . . one  wintry  day  early  in  the 
swinging  sixties,  I was  driving  in  the  countryside  near  Bromsgrove  when  I spied  a small 
cluster  of  yacht  masts  huddled  around  a fair-sized  ‘pit’,  and  through  the  adjacent 
hedgerow  I could  see  the  glint  of  another  quite  large  pool.  On  the  water  were  wildfowl, 
over  it  were  gulls  and  nearby  was  a signpost:  ‘Upton  Warren'.  From  then  on.  I dropped  in 
now  and  then  (and  so  did  a Great  Northern  Diver),  but  it  was  nearly  a vear  later  when  a 
family  of  Bewick’s  Swans  circled  over  me  and  pitched  down  on  what  turned  out  to  be 
Upton’s  true  delight:  three  shallow  pools  hidden  away  ‘at  the  back',  perfect  for  fowl  and 
waders. 

So  it  was  that  Upton  became  my  ‘local  patch’  in  the  early  sixties.  1 saw  a lot  of  good 
birds  there,  but  it  was  nearly  another  year  again  before  I saw  another  birdwatcher. 

It  couldn’t  happen  today,  could  it?  Is  there  honestly  a single  place  left  to  discover  in  the 
whole  of  Britain,  let  alone  in  the  West  Midlands?  Buy  this  book  and  look  up  Upton 
Warren  . . . there’s  five  pages  on  it,  plus  a plan  of  every  puddle  and  tree  and  instructions 
on  how  to  get  there,  where  to  park,  and  which  hides  to  watch  from.  Yep,  I said  ‘hides’! 
Good  grief?  We  had  to  skulk  behind  hawthorn  bushes  in  my  day.  They  even  tell  you  what 
birds  you're  likely  to  see.  The  truth  is.  Lepton  is  now  one  of  the  Midland’s  prime  ‘sites' — 
how  I hate  that  word! — and  it's  visited  by  hundreds  of  people — sometimes  on  one  day. 
(It’s  even  been  on  ‘Birdline’!) 

I suppose  I should  be  pleased — proud  almost? — and  in  a way  I am.  After  all.  Upton  is 
probably  now  ‘safe’.  Public  awareness  of  the  importance  of  sites  (as  in  SSSIs)  means  they 
stand  a better  chance  of  protection  and  preservation. 

And  yet  . . . call  me  a sentimental  old  thing  if  you  like,  but  1 can't  help  mourning  the 
passing  of  the  patch.  Not  only  is  it  now  almost  impossible  to  find  anyw  here  you  can  ‘call 
your  own’,  but  if  you  find  a decent  bird  on  it  you  can  look  forward  (or  would  you?)  to  an 
invasion  of  twitchers.  I've  nothing  against  twitchers  either,  but  ...  oh  well,  yes  I am  a 
sentimental  old  thing. 

I’m  sorry' — this  was  meant  to  be  a book  review  wasn't  it?  Another  in  Helm's  ‘Where  to 
Watch  Birds’  series  . . . this  time,  the  West  Midlands.  Is  it  any  good?  'Course  it  is. 
Comprehensive,  authoritative,  well  illustrated,  indispensable  even  if  you're  a Midlands' 
birder. 

If  only  it'd  been  available  back  in  the  early  sixties  ...  I wouldn't  have  had  half  as  much 
fun  But.  OnniF. 

The  Pheasant:  ecology,  management  and  conservation.  By  David  Hill 
and  Peter  Robertson.  BSP  Professional  Books,  Oxford.  1988.  281  pages;  9 
colour  plates;  16  black-and-white  plates;  13  line-drawings.  £17.95. 

Although  ignored  or  despised  by  many  birdwatchers,  the  Pheasant  Phasianus  colchicus  is 
certainly  one  of  the  (and  perhaps  the)  most  important  species  of  birds  in  Britain,  with  huge 
areas  of  England  managed,  modified  or  remaining  unchanged  largely  for  its  benefit.  It  is 
wholly  appropriate,  therefore,  that  there  should  be  a monograph  on  this  species,  even 
though  it  is  an  alien  in  our  midst,  having  been  introduced  here  (probably  by  the  Normans, 
rather  than  by  the  Romans).  As  the  authors  point  out  in  their  Introduction,  the  money  spent 
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annually  on  game-shooting  in  Britain  (largely  Pheasant-shooting)  is  more  than  ten  times  the 
entire  budget  of  the  Nature  Conservancy  Council. 

The  text  is  based  to  a large  degree  on  the  authors’  own*  research,  with  the  data  being 
presented  very  much  in  the  form  one  expects  of  scientific  papers  rather  than  popular 
monographs.  I’his  seems  an  opportunity  lost,  for  the  rather  numerous  histograms,  graphs, 
scatter  diagrams,  tables  and  statistics  seem  likely  to  deter  purchasers  from  amongst  the 
people  most  interested  in  the  Pheasant  (those  involved  in  its  management  and  shooting), 
while  those  who  would  welcome  such  detail  are  likely  already  to  have  seen  the  information  in 
the  scientific  journals.  It  is,  however,  useful  to  have  much  material  drawn  together  in  this 
single  volume  (there  is  a 15-page  bibliography).  The  authors’  hard  work,  however,  has  not 
been  well  served  by  their  publishers,  for  the  text  would  have  benefited  greatly  from 
additional  editorial  attention  to  improve  its  readability  (especially  for  the  benefit  of  the  noil- 
scientific  reader). 

None  of  the  above  criticisms  will,  however,  deter  all  gamebird  enthusiasts  from  adding  this 
volume  to  their  bookshelves.  J.  T.  R.  SHARROCK 

The  Natural  History  of  Bardsey.  By  Peter  Hope  Jones.  National 
Museum  of  Wales,  Cardiff,  1988.  149  pages;  18  black-and-white  plates; 
13  line-drawings.  £10.95. 

Although  there  are  two  chapters  (40  pages)  on  birds:  ‘Breeding  birds’  and  ‘Bird  passage 
migrants’,  this  book  does  not  include  a full  systematic  list  of  birds  recorded  on  the  island 
(not  necessary,  with  The  Birds  of  Bardsey  recently  published:  review  Brit.  Birds  79:  103-104). 
This  book  concentrates  on  all  the  other  groups  of  animals  and  plants,  the  island’s 
geology,  soils,  climate,  and  human  influences. 

Unlike  some  other  such  books,  the  photographic  reproduction  is  excellent,  so  that  the 
black-and-white  views  of  Bardsey’s  scenery  bring  the  whole  area  to  life  for  the  reader. 

Personally,  I found  the  lack  of  a checklist  for  each  group  a distinct  disadvantage.  I 
wondered,  for  instance,  whether  the  insectivorous  plants  sundew  Drosera  and  butterwort 
Pinguicula  occurred  on  Bardsey,  as  they  do  on  Cape  Clear  Island,  Co.  Cork,  but  neither 
was  included  in  the  index;  I do  not  know,  therefore,  whether  they  do  not  occur,  or 
whether  they  occur  but  are  not  mentioned  in  the  book.  Nevertheless,  each  group  receives 
an  interesting  write-up,  and  every  Bardsey  afficionado  will  wish  to  own  a copy  of  this  well- 
produced  volume.  J.T.  R. SHARROCK 

The  Quails,  Partridges,  and  Francolins  of  the  World.  By  Paul  A. 
Johnsgard.  Oxford  University  Press,  Oxford,  1988.  264  pages;  127 
colour  plates;  42  distribution  maps.  £47.50. 

In  this  companion  volume  to  his  The  Pheasants  of  the  World  ( 1 986;  review,  Brit.  Birds  79:  510), 
Professor  Johnsgard  tackles  another  group  of  the  world’s  birds,  illustrated  in  the  main  by 
colour  paintings  by  Major  Henry  Jones  in  the  collection  owned  by  the  Zoological  Society 
of  London.  With  more  species  (134),  the  individual  species  texts  are  briefer  than  those  of 
The  Pheasants,  with  no  detailed  plumage  descriptions.  The  information  on  each  species  is 
summarised  under  measurements,  identification  (in  the  field  and  in  the  hand),  general 
biology  and  ecology,  reproductive  biology,  evolutionary'  relationships,  and  status  and 
conservation  outlook.  Distributions  are  shown  on  individual  maps,  each  of  which  displays 
the  ranges  of  several  species/subspecies.  Well  laid  out,  easy  to  use,  and  with  a ten-page 
bibliography,  this  book  is  a very  worthwhile  addition  to  the  series  of  ornithological 
reference  books  produced  in  recent  years  by  Oxford  University  Press. 

J.  T.  R.  SHARROCK 

Soviet  Bird  Songs.  By  Krister  Mild.  Krister  Mild  bioacoustics, 
Stockholm.  1987.  Two  cassettes  and  booklet  (68  pages).  £19.95. 

The  publication  of  a set  of  Soviet  bird  songs  is  an  all-too-rare  event  outside  the  USSR. 
There  are  of  course  various  recordings  of  Soviet  birds  on  the  comprehensive  set  of  16 
cassettes  by  Palmer  & Boswall,  but  this  new  collection  is  rather  different.  The  two 
cassettes  cover  122  species,  about  16%  of  the  country’s  avifauna,  and  all  the  recordings 
except  two  were  made  in  the  USSR  in  May/June  1987.  The  author’s  visit  was  centred  on 
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six  cities  in  Siberia  and  (.entral  Asia  plus  the  obligatory  stay  in  Moscow.  The  species 
included  are  deliberately  mainly  those  not  found  on  European  bird  song  records  although 
some  common  European  species  are  included  where  the  USSR  populations  are  of  a 
different  subspecies.  Inevitably,  one  can  disagree  with  the  choice  of  species  on  such 
compilations,  but  on  the  whole  the  selection  here  is  a good  one.  I will  not  personally  find 
recordings  of  Black-winged  Stilt  Himantopus  himantopus,  Swift  A pus  apus  and  Bee-eater 
Merops  apiaster  particularly  useful  whereas  I was  disappointed  not  to  find  Siberian 
Flycatcher  Muscicapa  sibirica  and  1 urkestan  Great  1 it  Farm  bokharensis  included  (presum- 
ably because  the  author  was  not  able  to  record  these  species  on  his  short  visit).  We  are 
told  that  recording  was  not  the  main  purpose  of  the  author’s  visit,  and  that  some  areas 
were  visited  only  briefly.  With  very  few  exceptions,  the  recordings  are  of  a high  standard 
although  some  poor  cuts  have  been  included  for  the  sake  of  completeness  or  because  they 
are  not  to  be  found  on  other  records  or  tapes.  I hus,  the  author  has  succeeded  well  in  his 
aim  to  provide  a useful  tool  to  enable  the  field  ornithologist  to  identify  poorly  known 
species,  rather  than  to  supply  high-quality  recordings. 

1 he  total  playing  time  is  2 hours  46  minutes  (more  than  40  minutes  per  side)  and  each 
species  is  introduced  with  a number  and  the  bird’s  English  name.  1 he  accompanying 
booklet  is  most  comprehensive;  every  species  is  given  its  scientific  name  (with  trinomial  if 
appropriate),  and  English  and  Swedish  names.  Information  for  each  recording  includes 
place  and  date  of  recording,  description  of  song/call,  activity  of  the  bird,  background 
species  and  noises,  and  length  of  time  of  recording.  For  less  familiar  species,  a brief 
description  of  the  bird’s  habitat  is  also  given  (but  why  not  for  Red-flanked  Bluetail 
Tarsiger  cyanurus?).  In  the  case  of  Rufous-tailed  Robin  Luscinia  si  bi  la  ns  the  bird  is  correctly 
described  as  shy  and  skulking,  and  found  in  coniferous  forest  with  thickets,  but  there  is 
no  mention  that  singing  males  are  often  conspicuous  from  the  tops  of  the  conifers,  which 
is  the  best  chance  of  locating  this  elusive  bird.  Taxonomy  is  discussed  for  a few  species, 
and  for  some  the  author  gives  us  his  own  views.  One  of  the  taxonomic  notes  concerns 
Red-breasted  Flycatcher  Ficedula  parva , whose  western  and  eastern  populations  may  well 
represent  different  species,  but  it  is  a shame  there  is  no  recording  of  the  western  form 
(which  occurs  in  Moscow)  for  comparison.  The  booklet  also  describes  in  detail  the 
equipment  used  to  produce  the  recordings.  There  are  a few  typos  and  some  excusable 
English  and  spelling  errors. 

The  author  is  to  be  congratulated  on  producing  these  fine  cassettes.  The  presentation 
is  truly  outstanding,  and  I hope  that  other  bird  sound-recordists  will  follow  his 
example — there  must  be  thousands  of  recordings  of  little-known  birds  hidden  away  on 
private  cassettes  which  never  see  the  light  of  day.  This  set  will  be  useful  mainly  to  those 
fortunate  enough  to  visit  the  more  accessible  parts  of  Siberia  and  Central  Asia  (and  a 
good  proportion  of  the  birds  likely  to  be  encountered  are  included),  but  the  calls  of  some 
may  also  be  helpful  when  looking  for  vagrants  in  Europe.  NtGF.I  R F.DM  AN 

Reader’s  Digest  Complete  Book  of  Australian  Birds.  2nd  edition. 

Reader’s  Digest  Services,  Sydney,  1986.  640  pages;  745  colour 
photographs;  654  distribution  maps.  £30.00. 

This  is  an  eye-opening  introduction  to  Australian  birds.  The  745  colour  photographs 
depict  all  but  nine  of  the  672  bird  species  which  breed  in  or  regularly  visit  Australia. 
Many  of  the  photographs  are  stunning  works  of  art  in  their  own  right,  and  the  colour 
reproduction  is  excellent  throughout.  There  is  usually  only  one  photograph  for  each 
species,  although  a number  of  those  which  have  very  different  male/female  or  adult/ 
immature  plumages  are  shown  by  two  or  more  photographs.  The  text  (usually  about  half 
a page  per  species)  covers  identification,  voice,  nest  and  breeding  details  and 
distribution,  with  very  clear  distribution  maps  (although  it  is  a pity  that  breeding, 
wintering,  and  passage  areas  are  not  distinguished). 

This  is  far  from  being  ‘an  Australian  BWF,  but  is  much  more  than  a field  guide.  I can 
imagine  its  appealing  to  a vast  number  of  Australians  who  have  an  interest  in  wildlife  but 
are  not  ornithologists  or  regular  birdwatchers;  it  would  also  be  a very  good  primer  for  the 
birder  planning  to  visit  Australia.  What  is  perhaps  amazing  is  that  there  is  not  a book  at 
this  level  with  this  quality  of  illustration  covering  European  birds. 
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Australia  has  some  exquisitely  beautiful  birds,  to  which  the  photographs  in  this  book 
do  full  justice.  Even  the  ‘plain  brown  jobs’  can,  however,  be  startlingly  attractive,  and,  if 
you  do  decide  to  browse  through  this  book  in  a bookshop  before  buying  it,  have  a look  at 
the  Little  Wattlebird  Anthochaera  lunulata  feeding  on  nectar  and  pollen  from  dryandara 
flowers  on  page  492:  one  of  the  most  beautiful  of  bird  portraits,  in  a book  which  abounds 
in  splendid  pictures.  J.  T.  R.  Sharrock 

Tetrad  Atlas  of  the  Breeding  Birds  of  Devon.  Compiled  by  H.  P. 
Sitters.  Devon  Bird  Watching  and  Preservation  Society,  Yelverton,  1988. 
334  pages;  21  black-and-white  plates;  128  line-drawings;  123  distribution 
maps.  £18.00. 

With  over  1,800  tetrads  (2  km  X 2 km  squares)  in  Devon,  organisation  of  a breeding  bird 
atlas  based  on  those  units  is  equivalent  to  that  for  a national  atlas  based  on  10-km  squares. 
This  book  does  the  project  justice,  having  the  appearance,  ‘feel’  and  standard  of  presentation 
of  the  best  national  atlases. 

Each  double-page  spread  consists  of  a page  of  text,  with  the  obligatory  line-drawings  (by 
Mike  Langman  and  Alan  Lawrence),  and  the  facing  page  largely  occupied  by  the  relevant 
red-on-black  distribution  map.  Squares  of  three  sizes  are  used  (in  place  of  the  usual  dots  of 
three  sizes)  to  indicate  possible,  probable  and  confirmed  breeding.  The  editor/organiser’s 
close  association  with  the  BTO  is  plain,  with  the  frequent  use  of  Common  Bird  Census  and 
Waterways  Survey  information  in  the  form  of  graphs.  These  introduce  my  only  criticism  of 
this  splendid  book:  I have  a personal  abhorrence  of  the  use  of  graphs  in  w hich  the  baseline  is 
not  zero.  Many  of  these  graphs  showing  population  trends  appear  to  show  much  greater 
percentage  change  than  is  in  fact  the  case,  since  the  baseline  varies  from  species  to  species 
(the  CBC  Index  for  Coal  Tit  Pams  ater,  for  example,  appears  to  increase  about  40-fold,  since 
the  baseline  chosen  is  80  rather  than  0,  whereas  the  actual  increase  is  about  three-fold 
between  1965  and  1985). 

Very  much  on  the  ‘plus’  side  is  the  inclusion  of  histograms  showing  the  altitudinal 
distribution  of  the  records  (percentage  of  tetrads  occupied  at  each  50-m  level),  divided  into 
confirmed,  probable  and  possible  breeding. 

The  texts  (by  over  40  authors)  are  interesting  and  informative,  generally  concentrating  on 
aspects  relevant  to  each  bird’s  distribution  in  Devon,  but  putting  this  into  a British  context 
There  are  two  innovative  features:  a series  of  comparison  maps  (e.g.  common  fumitory 
Fumaria  officinalis  and  Turtle  Dove  Streplopelia  turtur. ; Green  Woodpecker  Ficus  viridis  and  Great 
Spotted  Woodpecker  Dendrocopos  major)  and  a series  of  histograms  showing  the  distribution  of 
occupied  tetrads  according  to  five  grades  of  agricultural  land  quality. 

This  was  a very  thorough  and  efficient  survey,  and  the  resulting  book  is  a highly 
professional  piece  of  work,  strongly  to  be  recommended  to  anyone  with  an  interest  in  atlas 
distributional  studies  or  the  birds  of  the  county  of  Devon.  J.  T.  R.  SHARROCK 

Where  to  Watch  Birds  in  Kent,  Surrey  8c  Sussex.  By  Don  Taylor, 
Jeffery  Wheatley  and  Tony  Prater.  Christopher  Helm,  London,  1987. 
270  pages;  35  line-drawings;  41  maps.  £9.95. 

As  a schoolboy  birdwatcher  (there  were  no  birders  in  the  mid-’60s!),  1 was  a regular 
visitor  to  Stodmarsh:  rarely  did  I see  another  person  with  binoculars,  and  usually  I had 
the  Bearded  Tits  or  Garganeys  all  to  myself.  By  the  early  1970s,  Stodmarsh’s  charms  had 
been  discovered  by  scores  of  birdwatchers,  and  I always  wondered  whether  John  Gooders’ 
pioneering  Where  to  Watch  Birds  (1967)  was  responsible.  Now,  more  than  20  years  later, 
comes  the  welcome  arrival  of  a series  of  highly  detailed  Where  to  Watch  guides  from 
Christopher  Helm.  Even  to  those  who  know  Kent,  Surrey  and  Sussex  well,  the  trio  of 
authors  is  sure  to  introduce  you  to  a whole  spectrum  of  new'  sites  in  what  is, 
ornithologically,  one  of  the  most  productive  corners  of  Britain. 

The  authors  have  made  a good  job  of  describing  each  site,  providing  an  Ordnance 
Survey  map  reference,  an  outline  of  the  habitat,  the  species  to  expect,  the  best  timing  for 
the  visit,  access  to  the  area,  and  a calendar  of  species.  I am  delighted  to  see  that  other 
attractions  are  also  noted:  at  Sandwich  Bay,  for  example,  we  are  told  that  nine  species  of 
orchids  occur,  including  the  lizard  orchid,  and  that  this  is  a good  place  to  see  migrant 
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butterflies.  Inevitably,  one  could  argue  that  certain  sites  should  have  been  included, 
others  left  out.  1 he  Sevenoaks  Wildfowl  Refuge,  for  example,  one  of  a handful  of  reserves 
in  Kent  with  a full-time  warden  and  proper  hides,  merits  no  more  of  a mention  than  in  the 
appendix  of  Additional  Sites’,  to  where  poor  old  Beddington  Sewage-farm  (now  long  past 
its  bird-rich  prime)  is  also  relegated. 

However,  one  can  but  applaud  the  authors  for  doing  their  job  well,  while  the  line- 
drawings,  by  a variety  of  artists,  are  all  pleasing  to  the  eve.  Alas,  authors  and  artists  have 
not  been  so  well  served  by  their  publisher.  A soft  cover  and  poor-quality  paper  and 
printing  make  the  book  look  expensive  at  almost  £10,  and  this  is  not  the  sort  of  volume 
that  will  stand  up  to  even  moderately  hard  use  without  falling  to  bits.  No  praise,  either, 
for  the  book’s  designer.  Crowded  pages  are  not  easy  on  the  eye,  while  printing  all  the 
maps  in  a group  at  the  back  gives  the  book  a disjointed  feel.  Sadly,  the  October  1987 
hurricane  has  also  made  this  work  out  of  date  within  days  of  publication,  as  most  of  the 
major  woodlands  men t ioned  have  been  altered  out  of  al  1 recognit  ion. 

David  Tomlinson 

A Synopsis  of  the  Avifauna  of  China.  By  Cheng  Tso-Hsin.  Paul 

Parey,  Hamburg  & Berlin,  1987.  1,239  pages;  828  distribution  maps. 
DM258.00. 

1 his  huge  book  (it  weighs  2.7  kg)  is  an  updated  version  of  the  Distributional  List  of  Chinese 
Birds  ( 1955,  1958),  not  only  revised  and  enlarged,  but  also  now  published  for  the  first  time 
in  English.  Usefully,  the  species’  names  are  given  in  Chinese  and  Russian  (as  well  as 
English),  and  there  is  a gazetteer  with  Chinese  and  English  names. 

As  well  as  descriptions  of  range  (of  breeding,  passage  and  wintering  areas),  the 
distribution  of  most  species  is  mapped,  with  breeding  and  wintering  ranges  shown 
separately,  and,  where  appropriate,  each  race  shown  by  a different  symbol. 

Usefully,  the  symbols  showing  races  are  placed  in  the  exact  positions  where  specimens 
were  obtained,  so  that,  in  this  respect,  the  maps  present  factual  information  rather  than 
conjecture.  One  or  two  lines  are  devoted  to  habitat,  and  status  is  summarised  briefly, 
often  with  just  one  or  two  words.  A total  of  1,186  species  (plus  a further  953  distinct 
subspecies)  is  included,  the  area  covering  not  only  the  People’s  Republic  of  China,  but 
also  Taiwan  and  neighbouring  islands. 

This  is  an  essential  work  of  reference  for  anyone  interested  in  birdwatching  in  China  or 
the  distribution  of  birds  in  the  Far  East.  J.  T.  R.  Sharrock 

The  Gwent  Atlas  of  Breeding  Birds:  an  atlas  of  breeding  birds  in  the 
county  of  Gwent  from  1981-85.  By  Stephanie  Tyler,  Jerry  Lewis,  Al 
Venables  and  John  Walton.  Gwent  Ornithological  Society,  1987.  146 
pages;  120  line-drawings;  115  maps.  Paperback  £5.99;  hardback  £11.99. 

‘Gwent  is  a small  and  essentially  rural  county  of  approximately  137,600  hectares  in  area.’ 
Extending  into  only  25  10-km  squares,  there  are  some  400  tetrads,  of  which  388  were 
surveyed  during  1981-85  by  approximately  100  birdwatchers.  This  well-produced  Atlas  is 
the  result,  presenting  the  information  obtained  clearly  (by  three  sizes  of  large  orange  dot 
on  grid  maps),  with  short,  helpful  texts  and  the  usual  varied  and  interesting  line-drawings 
(by  1 1 artists,  most  by  Stephen  Roberts  and  Jean  Wilder)  of  each  species  (one  species  per 
page). 

The  value  of  these  detailed,  tetrad  breeding-bird  atlases  is  already  well  established. 
Ornithologists  in  Gwent  in  the  future  will  have  this  valuable  ‘snapshot’  of  bird 
distributions  in  the  early  1980s  with  which  to  compare  repeat  surveys.  Present-day  Gwent 
ornithologists  have  an  attractive  volume,  which  they  will  surely  all  want  to  own. 

The  1981-85  survey  brought  the  discovery  of  the  first  known  nesting  in  Gwent  of  Tufted 
Duck  Aythya  fuligula  and  Little  Ringed  Plover  Charadrius  dubius.  but  none  of  Hen  Harrier 
Circus  cyaneus.  Long-eared  Owl  Asio  otus,  Short-eared  Owl  .4.  flammeus.  Woodlark  Lullula 
arborea,  C.ir\  Bunting  Emberiza  cirlus  or  Corn  Bunting  Miliaria  calandra.  Peregrine  Falco 
peresrinus  ‘made  a dramatic  come-back’  and  Crossbill  Loxia  cunnrostra , Siskin  Carduelis 
spinus.  Redpoll  C.  flammea  and  Hawfinch  Coccothraustes  coccothraustes  were  ‘all  more 
widespread  than  had  been  previously  suspected.  J.  T.  R.  SHARROCK 
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The  Dragonflies  of  Europe.  By  R.  R. 
Askew.  (Harley  Books,  Great  Horkesley, 
1988.  291  pages.  £49.95)  Every  species 
meticulously  illustrated  in  colour  with  the 
text  covering  description  of  the  adult,  biol- 
ogy' (behaviour,  jizz,  habitat,  etc.),  flight 
period  and  distribution,  with  a quarter-page 
distribution  map  covering  Europe  and 
North  Africa.  As  always  with  this  publisher, 
beautifully  produced. 

Der  Zaunkonig.  By  Manfred  Dallmann. 

(Die  Neue  Brehm-Biicherei  577,  A.  Ziem- 
sen  Verlag  1987.  Paperback  DM10.00) 
Dealing  with  the  Wren  Troglodytes  troglo- 
dytes, this  is  number  577  in  this  incredible 
series  of  paperback  monographs,  which  is 
an  essential  source  of  reference  for  anyone 
studying  any  of  the  species.  As  usual,  the 
text  is  wholly  in  German. 

Atlas  of  Victorian  Birds.  By  W.  B.  Emi- 
son,  C.  M.  Beardsell,  F.  I.  Norman,  R.  H. 
Loyn.  Graphics  and  analyses  by  S.  C. 
Bennett.  (Department  of  Gonservation, 
Forests  and  Lands  & RAOU,  Melbourne, 
1987.  271  pages.  Paperback  AI25.00)  I have 
never  visited  this  area  of  Australia,  do  not 
know  the  birds,  and  they  are  not  illustrated, 
but  I could  (and  have)  spent  hours  brows- 
ing, reading  and  wondering  in  this  rich  mine 
of  information.  Records  collected  during 
1973  to  1986,  by  members  of  the  RAOU  and 
the  National  Parks  and  Wildlife  Division  of 
Victoria  of  the  Department  of  Conservation, 
Forests  and  Lands,  are  plotted  by  10-minute 
blocks  (rectangles  of  10  minutes  latitude  by 
10  minutes  longitude),  with  separate  maps 
for  occurrence  and  for  breeding;  and  there 
are  histograms  showing  monthly  reporting 
rates,  and  short  but  very  informative  texts 
interpreting  the  maps  and  giving  interesting 
comments.  Some  450  species  are  covered, 
with  half  a page  devoted  to  each.  Anyone 
visiting  Melbourne  or  the  State  of  Victoria 
or  having  any  interest  in  atlases  will  find  this 
well-produced,  large-format  paperback  not 
only  useful  for  reference,  but  also  crammed 
with  fascinating,  thought-provoking  and 
well-presented  information. 

Popular  Garden  Birds.  By  Joe  Firmin. 

(Foulsham,  Slough,  1988.  96  pages.  Paper- 
back £3.99)  A little  book  with  some 


helpful  advice  on  how  to  attract  birds  to  a 
garden,  but  I am  not  sure  that  I agree  that: 
‘The  illustrations  . . . should  also  prove 
helpful  in  identifying  visitors  to  your  gar- 
den’; some,  such  as  that  of  the  Dunnock 
Prunella  modularis,  are  almost  unrecognis- 
able. Forty  species  are  illustrated,  and 
Brambling  Fringilla  montifringilla  and 
Hawfinch  Coccothraustes  coccothraustes  will 
indeed  be  ‘popular’  if  they  visit  my  garden. 


Les  Oiseaux  du  Lac  Leman.  By  Paul 
Geroudet.  (Nos  Oiseaux,  Prangins,  1987. 
344  pages.  Swiss  Fr.  75.00).  Lac  Leman  or 
Lake  Geneva,  with  a surface  area  of  582  km2, 
is  by  far  the  largest,  and  most  important,  of 
the  lakes  of  central  Europe.  It  attracts 
considerable  numbers  of  birds,  as  this  splen- 
did book  makes  abundantly  clear.  M. 
Geroudet  has  been  watching  the  birds  of  Lac 
Leman  for  over  50  years,  and  this  volume 
includes  numerous  entries  from  his  diary: 
such  as  his  first  Red-breasted  Merganser  in 
November  1933,  and  Eider  in  October  1936. 
It  is  exclusively  about  the  birds  of  the  lake 
(those  which  get  their  feet  wet),  and  not 
about  the  species  of  the  surrounding  coun- 
tryside. Robert  Hainard’s  delightful  engrav- 
ings and  line-drawings  enliven  a book  which 
is  fascinating  to  look  through,  even  for 
those  who  failed  French  ‘O’  level.  Did  you 
know  the  lake  has  a large  population  of 
Goosanders  Mergus  merganser,  or  that 
Audouin’s  Gull  Larus  audouinii  has  been 
recorded  there?  [D  AVID  TOMI.INSON] 

One  Man’s  Owl.  By  Bernd  Heinrich. 

(Princeton  University  Press,  Princeton. 
1987.  224  pages.  £12.20)  Diary  of  the 
rearing  of  an  orphaned  Great  Horned  Owl 
Bubo  virginianus  through  to  its  release  in  the 
woods  of  Maine,  USA.  Some  interesting 
details  cover  behaviour,  feather  develop- 
ment and  moult.  An  enjoyable  read,  but 
the  serious  student  will  constantly  ask 
‘How  does  the  behaviour  of  this  semi-tame 
owl  relate  to  that  of  a wild  bird?’ 

[ David  Gluf.] 

Why  Not  Elat  Insects?  By  Vincent  M.  Holt. 

(Classey  and  British  Museum  (Natural  His- 
tory), 1988.  99  pages.  Paperback  £3.95) 
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Small,  but  humorous  reprint  of  nineteenth- 
century  insectivore  s almanac,  with  modern 
introduction  questioning  Western  taboos. 
I empting  dinner  menus  include  ‘new  car- 
rots with  wireworm  sauce’  and  ‘devilled 
chafer  grubs’.  [MB] 

Check  list  of  the  Birds  of  Israel.  By 
Haim  Hovel.  (Society  for  the  Protection  of 
Nature  in  Israel,  1987.  192  pages.  Paper- 
back £9.50)  An  annotated  list  of  479 
species  (Voous  sequence)  recorded  in 
Israel  and  Sinai  up  to  December  1984,  with 
some  1985  data.  Includes  a large  pull-out 
map  and  a 5'/2-page  gazetteer  giving  co- 
ordinates. For  all  species  and  all  sub- 
species, world  range  is  given,  along  with 
status  in  Israel.  Subspecies  are  important 
in  this  region,  but  there  seems  some 
confusion  over  Tawny/Steppe  Eagle  Aquila 
rapax/nipalensis  (treated  as  one  species 
here):  surely  the  sedentary  northern  Afri- 
can race  belisarius  is  not  an  ‘Uncommon 
passage  visitor’,  in  both  seasons?  Larus 
argentatus  armenicus  is  not  mentioned,  but 
this  distinctive  race  of  Herring  Gull  (or  full 
species?)  certainly  occurs  on  the  Mediter- 
ranean coast  of  Israel  at  least.  Small 
Skylark  ( = Oriental  Skylark)  Alauda  gulgula 
is  said  to  be  an  accidental  visitor,  and 
Citrine  Wagtail  Motacilla  ritreola  a rare  to 
scarce  passage  visitor  in  March  to  May: 
perhaps  such  inadequacies  are  due  to  the 
time  at  which  compilation  of  data  ceased. 
With  so  much  fieldwork  current  in  Israel, 
it  is  hardly  surprising  that  this  list  is 
already  somewhat  out  of  date;  neverthe- 
less, this  is  a most  welcome  publication. 

[DAC] 

A Birdw  atchers’  Guide  to  Nepal.  By  Carol 
Inskipp.  (Prion,  Sandy,  1988.  115  pages. 
Paperback  £8.75)  Any  birdwatcher  who 
embarks  on  a journey  to  Nepal  without  this 
book  is  off  to  a bad  start!  The  author’s 
intimate  knowledge  of  this  fascinating  coun- 
try is  succinctly  condensed  into  the  pages  ot 
an  indispensable  guide,  and  the  two  main 
sections,  Kathmandu  Valley  and  the  major 
trekking  routes,  are  very  detailed.  There  are 
sections  on  travel,  accommodation,  climate 
and  clothing,  as  well  as  complete  checklists 
of  birds,  mammals,  amphibians  and  reptiles. 
Having  made  three  visits  to  the  region,  I 
found  the  information  easy  to  relate  to  and 
cannot  recommend  the  book  too  highly. 

[John  R.  Mathf.r] 


The  Owls  of  Southern  Africa.  Text  by 
Alan  Kemp.  Paintings  by  Simon  Cal- 
burn.  (Struik  Winchester,  Cape  Town, 

1987.  184  pages.  £37.50)  Was  this  book 
intended  as  a vehicle  for  the  artist  that  the 
publisher  tried  to  push  to  a higher  status 
by  using  a well-known  ornithologist  to 
write  the  text?  Whichever  way  it  came 
about,  it  has  become  a grossly  over-priced 
‘coffee-table’  book,  dealing,  in  just  184 
pages  (six  of  which  list  subscribers  to  the 
various  editions),  with  the  12  species  of 
owls  occurring  in  Southern  Africa. 

[ Norman  Ari.ott] 

The  Flow  Country:  the  peatlands  of 
Caithness  and  Sutherland.  By  R.  A. 
Lindsay,  D.  J.  Charman,  F.  Everingham, 
R.  M.  O'Reilly,  M.  A.  Palmer,  T.  A. 
Rowell  and  D.  A.  Stroud.  Edited  by  D.  A. 
Ratcliffe  and  P.  H.  Oswald.  (Nature 
Conservancy  Council,  Peterborough,  1988. 
174  pages.  Paperback  £13.50)  This  com- 
panion volume  to  Birds , Bogs  and  Forestry 
(1987;  reviewed  Brit.  Birds  81:  193-194) 
gives  the  facts  and  the  figures  (with  maps, 
histograms,  graphs  and  tables)  which  show 
the  importance  of  this  area  botanicallv  and 
zoologically.  The  ornithological  value  of 
the  area  is  detailed  in  one  eight-page 
section.  This  report,  which  took  18  months 
to  compile,  summarises  detailed  surveys 
which  extended  over  several  years. 

Rabbits  and  Hares.  By  Anne  McBride. 

(Whittet  Books,  London,  1988.  128  pages. 
£5.95)  All  about  them  (including  lots  which 
I didn’t  know),  written  in  easy-to-read  style, 
with  many  excellent,  instructive  drawings  by 
Guy  Troughton.  Dr  McBride’s  text  is 
authoritative,  but  never  boring,  and.  in  my 
view,  did  not  need  the  inclusion  of  cartoons 
(also  by  Guy  Troughton),  although  this  is 
the  series-style. 

A Lighthouse  Notebook.  By  Norman 
McC  anch.  (Penguin  Group.  London, 

1988.  195  pages.  £9.95)  Paperback  version 
of  book  originally  published  in  1985  (re- 
viewed Brit.  Birds  78:  524). 

The  Bird  Biographies  of  W.  H.  Hudson. 
Foreword  by  Jonathan  Maslow7.  (Capra 
Press.  Santa  Barbara,  1988.  208  pages. 
Paperback  S9.95)  Hudson  left  Argentina  in 
1874;  and  his  second  South  American  book 
(Birds  of  La  Plata ) was  published  in  1920, 
shortly  before  his  death.  In  the  present 
anthology,  his  fieldnotes  on  49  species 
have  been  extracted  and  presented  as 
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individual  chapters.  These  accounts  are 
now  somewhat  dated,  though  their  charm 
remains.  [Robert  Hudson] 

The  Countryside  Encyclopaedia.  By 
Richard  Muir.  (Macmillan,  London,  1988. 
240  pages.  £14.95)  A better  title  might  be 
‘An  Encyclopedia  to  Rural  Britain’,  for  this 
book  is  concerned  with  the  traces  that  man 
has  left  on  the  countryside,  rather  than  with 
its  natural  history.  It  is,  however,  a splendid 
book  for  browsing  or  for  looking  up  items 
such  as  clapper  bridges,  hill  figures,  long 
barrows,  pargetting,  souterrain,  tofts,  and  so 
on.  Well  and  usefully  illustrated. 

Die  Ohrenlerche.  By  Rudolf  Patzold. 

(Die  Neue  Brehm-Biicherei  586,  A.  Ziem- 
sen  Verlag  1987.  Paperback  DM16.00) 
German  paperback  monograph  on  Shore 
Lark  Eremophila  alpestris  (see  review'  of 
Dallmann,  above.) 

Let’s  Listen  to  the  Passerines  of  Britain 
and  Europe.  Nos.  1,  2 and  3.  By  Daniel 
Jean  Pernin  (Daniel  J.  Pernin,  France, 
1987.  £5.50  each).  Let’s  Listen  to  41 
Common  Birds  of  Britain  (£5.20).  Le 
Chant  de  Nos  Oiseaux  No.  4 (£6.50) 
These  bird-song  cassettes  are  by  no  means 
comprehensive,  but  most  common  West 
European  lowland  songsters  are  here, 
beautifully  recorded,  with  no  unwanted 
background  sounds.  An  average  of  two 
minutes  is  given  to  each  species,  usually 
with  several  examples  of  both  song  and 
calls.  The  announcements,  in  English,  by  a 
seductive  French  female  voice,  add  to  the 
charm.  My  only  gripe  is  the  lack  of  data 
given  on  the  card  insert,  with  no  indication 
of  where  or  when  the  recordings  were 
made.  The  passerine  set  covers  75  species, 
of  which  those  duplicated  on  the  other  two 
tapes  appear  to  be  represented  by  the 
same  recordings;  but  each  tape,  with  a 
good  variety  of  families  represented, 
stands  by  itself  for  pleasurable  and  infor- 
mative listening.  [Ian  Dawson] 

Nature  Photography  Yearbook  1988-89. 
Edited  by  Fritz  Polking.  (Fountain  Press, 
Tol worth,  1988.  120  pages.  £14.95)  The 
format  of  this  volume  follows  that  of 
previous  publications  in  this  annual  series 
(reviews:  Brit.  Birds  78:  610;  81:  191),  with 


wonderful  photographs  occupying  one 
page  and  the  captions  and  brief  details  of 
the  photographers,  in  eight  languages  (in- 
cluding English),  on  the  facing  page.  As 
usual,  the  photographs  range  from  ice 
formations  to  atmospheric  scenic  shots, 
and  close-ups  of  insects  to  birds  and 
mammals  in  action.  The  wide  variety  of 
subjects  is  part  of  the  appeal  of  this  annual 
selection.  Work  by  over  40  photographers 
from  13  countries  is  included  (16  from 
Germany,  eight  from  Finland,  and  five 
each  from  the  Netherlands  and  Switzer- 
land); only  three  British  photographers  are 
included — Laurie  Campbell  (Puffin), 
Dennis  Green  (Choughs)  and  Richard 
Revels  (fungi) — but  the  foreword  is  written 
by  David  Hosking. 

Der  Steinrotel.  By  Egon  Schmidt  and 
Tibor  Farkas.  (Die  Neue  Brehm-Biicherei 
478,  A.  Ziemsen  Verlag  1987.  Paperback 
DM10.80)  German  paperback  monograph 
on  Rock  Thrush  Monticola  saxatilis  (see 
review  of  Dallmann,  above.) 

A Study  of  Blackbirds.  By  D.  W.  Snow. 

(British  Museum  (Natural  History),  Lon- 
don, 1988.  196  pages.  Paperback  £7.95) 
Partly,  perhaps,  because  they  are  so  visible 
on  everyone’s  lawns,  Blackbirds  seem  to 
engage  in  more  interesting  activities  than 
almost  any  other  species.  This  account, 
based  on  Dr  Snow’s  studies  of  the  popula- 
tion in  the  Oxford  Botanic  Gardens,  was 
first  published  in  1958  (review:  Brit.  Birds 
51:  429-430).  A three-page  ‘postscript’ 
covers  important  new  points  from  the 
literature.  The  book  is  enhanced  by  Robert 
Gillmor’s  drawings.  The  BM(NH)  is  to  be 
congratulated  on  making  this  new  paper- 
back version  available. 

Go  Birding!  Edited  by  Tony  Soper.  (BBC 
Books,  London,  1988.  182  pages.  Paperback 
£4.95)  Published  to  accompany  six  30- 
minute  BBC  TV  programmes,  this  book 
covers  a wide  variety  of  topics  aimed  at  the 
interested  amateur  or  would-be  birdwatch- 
er, with  chapters  by  Patrick  Thompson, 
David  Wingfield  Gibbons,  Peter  Grant, 
Mike  Moser  & Robert  Prys-Jones,  Chris 
Mead  and  Bob  Scott.  As  one  would  expect 
of  a book  master-minded  by  the  BTO,  this  is 
crammed  with  reliable  facts  and  good  ad- 
vice. The  low  price  will  make  it  accessible  to 
those  to  whom  it  will  be  of  most  use. 
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Birdwatcher’s  Year.  By  Ann  Tate.  (David 
& Charles,  Newton  Abbot,  1988.  200  pages. 
£12.95.)  Written  in  diary'  form,  we  follow 
Ann  late  through  the  seasons  on  her 
birdwatching  outings,  and  share  her  experi- 
ences. Manx  Shearwaters  Puffinus  puffinus  at 
night  on  Skokholm;  Bitterns  Botaurus  stellaris 
at  Leighton  Moss;  Golden  Eagles  Aquila 
chiysaetos  soaring  above  the  Isle  of  Arran. 
Packed  with  information  on  locations,  habi- 
tat and  wildlife,  this  charming  book  will 
encourage  and  inspire  every  reader. 

f Bonny  Shiri.f.y] 

Exploration  of  a Drowned  Landscape: 
archaeology  and  history  of  the  Isles  of 
Scilly.  By  Charles  Thomas.  (Batsford,  Lon- 
don, 1985.  320  pages.  Paperback,  £12.95)  An 
astonishingly  comprehensive  and  detailed 
study  which  cannot  fail  to  fascinate.  It  deals 
with  everything  from  the  paved  causeway 
from  Bar  Point  to  St  Martin’s,  and  how  Holy 
\ ale  got  its  name  (hybrid  Old  Cornish  and 
Norman,  meaning  ‘marshy  valley’),  to  some- 
thing which  the  Check  List  did  not  include, 
the  bones  of  White  Stork  Ciconia  ciconia  and 
Black  Grouse  Tetrao  lelrix  on  Nornour.  It  is 
not  aimed  at  the  birder,  but  is  a must  for  the 
afficionado.  [MlKF.  ROGERS ] 

The  Sound  of  Nature:  Nightingale.  By 
Walter  Tilgner.  (Natural  Sound/Wergo, 
Mainz,  West  Germany,  1987.  Cl)  SM9002- 
50.  DM39.00)  Very  few  bird-song  record- 
ings have  been  published  on  compact  disc 
and  this  one,  recorded  digitally  by  Walter 
Tilgner  in  May  1983  in  the  Bodensee 
region  of  Southern  Germany,  would  con- 
vince any  listener  of  the  value  of  this 
medium.  The  sound  of  this  Nightingale 
Luscinia  megarhynchos  is  superb,  with  as- 
tonishing reproduction  of  its  complex  song, 
without  any  distortion.  There  are  two 
bands,  each  of  29  minutes;  the  first  fea- 
tures just  the  Nightingale  at  dead  of  night 
and  the  second,  recorded  at  dawn,  gives  an 
impression  of  increasing  daylight  as  other 
birds  start  to  sing  with  the  Nightingale  and 
a rising  wind  blows  through  reeds  and 
ripples  the  water.  A natural  feeling  of 
depth  and  atmosphere  contribute  enor- 
mously to  the  enjoyment  to  be  gained  from 
this  disc.  [RJP] 

Bobby  Tulloch’s  Shetland:  an  islander, 
his  islands  and  their  wildlife.  By  Bobby 
Tulloch.  (Macmillan,  London,  1988. 
£14.95)  Even  without  Bobby  1 ulloch’s 
evocative  photographs  and  fascinating 


text,  it  is  worth  picking  up  this  book  to 
read  the  original  and  highly  entertaining 
Introduction  by  Lord  Grimond,  who 
obviously  has  contacts  in  high  places.  The 
insight  into  Shetland  life  revealed  by 
Bobby  1 ulloch’s  autobiographical  anec- 
dotes and  portrayed  by  his  photographs 
will  be  appreciated  by  everyone  w ho  knows 
Shetland,  and  will  help  those  who  have  not 
been  there  to  understand  its  attractions  to 
those  who  live  among  or  who  visit  the  100 
islands  in  the  archipelago.  I enjoyed  read- 
ing it  even  more  than  I expected  (and  that 
is  saying  something). 

The  Birds  of  Sumatra.  By  J.  G.  van  Marie 
and  Karel  H.  Voous.  (British  Ornithologists’ 
l nion,  lring,  1988.  265  pages.  Paperback 
£16. (X);  £18.00  overseas.)  The  introductory 
chapters  give  interesting  historical,  geo- 
graphical and  ecological  backgrounds  of 
Sumatran  ornithology.  The  endemic  species 
of  Sumatra  (12)  and  its  offshore  islands  (4) 
are  discussed  and  listed  in  tables.  The 
historical  part  includes  a list  of  161  major 
expeditions  from  1812  to  1986.  The  body  of 
this  book  (which  is  no.  10  in  the  BOU’s 
series)  consists  of  an  annotated  check-list,  in 
which  widely  scattered  data  are  brought 
together,  including  unpublished  informa- 
tion. A useful  gazetteer  of  localities  and  a 
handy  summary  bird  list  concludes  this 
excellent  work,  essential  for  anybody  con- 
cerned w ith  the  avian  geography  of  Sumatra 
and  the  Sunda  region. 

fARNorn  B.  van  df.n  Berg] 

Le  Pigeon  Voyageur.  By  Henri  Vindevo- 
gel,  Jean- Pierre  Duchatel  and  Paul-Pierre 
Pastoret.  (Editions  du  Point  Yeterinaire, 
Maisons-Alfrot,  1987.  176  pages.  Paperback 
FI 80)  Rock  Doves  Columba  livia — or  rather 
‘racing  pigeons’ — in  French,  including  col- 
our photographs  of  some  of  the  horrible 
diseases  to  which  they  seem  prone. 

Birds  of  Hong  Kong.  By  Clive  Viney  and 
Karen  Phillipps.  (Government  Printer. 
Hong  Kong,  1988.  Fourth  edn.  214  pages. 
Paperback  LSS15;  HKS80)  Despite  the 
different  title,  this  is  the  fourth  edition  of 
this  book  (previous  reviews:  Brit.  Birds  71: 
316-317;  77:  281).  This  edition  is  20  pages 
longer  and  has  new  plates  of  woodpeckers 
and  some  hill  birds,  and  four  other  plates 
have  been  repainted.  The  text  and  illustra- 
tions now  cover  not  only  the  birds  of  Hong 
Kong  itself,  but  also  those  which  occur  in 
neighbouring  areas  and  which  may  well 
turn  up  in  Hong  Kong  in  the  future. 
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Studies  of  the  Wild  Turkey  in  Florida. 
By  Lovett  E.  Williams  Jr  and  David  H. 
Austin.  (University  Presses  of  Florida, 
Gainesville,  1988.  232  pages.  $27.50)  Phis 
should  be  a useful  work  of  reference  for 
Wild  Turkey  specialists,  managers  of  large 
game-birds  and  academic  reviewers  of 
gallinaceous  minutiae.  It  contains  mostly 
previously  unpublished  details  from  22 
studies  in  Florida  during  1966-82.  The 
book  specifically  excludes  much  published 
information  and  makes  no  attempt  to  put 
the  work  in  a general  ornithological  con- 
text. [Robert  Moss] 


Guide  to  Birds  of  the  Falkland  Islands.  By 
Robin  W.  Woods.  (Anthony  Nelson  Ltd, 
Oswestry,  1-988.  256  pages.  £14.95)  I'he 
best  field  guide  and  most  comprehensive 
reference  book  yet  to  Falklands’  birds.  Bio, 
geo  and  demo  perspectives  will  be  very 
useful  for  visitors  to  this  ornithological 
frontier.  Provides  a record  of  185  species, 
including  all  authentic  extralimitals  to  date. 
Descriptions  are  detailed,  but  not  over-long: 
some  are  the  best  to  date  in  vernacular 
literature.  Franklin  Coombs  is  not  my 
favourite  illustrator:  his  passerines  look  like 
museumskins.  [Kf.VINT.  Standring] 


Dr  J.  T.  R.  Sharrock,  Fountains , Park  Lane , Blunham,  Bedford  MK44  3NJ 


The  aim  of  this  occasional  series  is  to  pass  on  tips  which  may  improve  readers’  fieldcrafl 
when  birdwatching.  For  each  topic,  the  authors  will  not  only  have  drawn  on  their  own 
experience,  but  also  summarised  advice  gleaned  from  other  specialists. 


1.  Trail- walking 

The  following  advice  and  comments  are  derived  mostly  from  the 
requirements  of  watching  in  groups  on  narrow  trails  in  tropical  or 
semitropical  forest,  but  provide  equal  benefits  in  dense  woodland 
anywhere. 

There  are  two  benefits  to  be  derived  from  moving  quietly.  First,  shy 
species  are  not  frightened  and  are  more  likely  to  be  seen;  secondly,  soft 
calls  and  scufflings  (as  a bird  turns  leaves  in  search  of  food)  are  more 
likely  to  be  heard,  and  the  bird  spotted  before  it  freezes  or  disappears. 
When  walking,  therefore,  it  pays  to  take  every  step  carefully,  not  only 
avoiding  sticks  or  dead  branches  which  may  crack  loudly,  but  also  lifting 
one’s  feet  well  up  and  placing  them  down  vertically,  to  minimise 
movement  of  dry  leaves  underfoot.  Indeed,  there  is  great  benefit  in 
avoiding  all  unnecessary  noise,  such  as  camera  equipment  or  telescope 
tripods  which  rattle  and  clothing  which  rustles.  Never  talk,  except  in 
whispers,  and  then  only  if  it  is  essential — it  is  much  quieter  to  touch  your 
companion  on  the  shoulder  and  then  point,  than  to  say  ‘Look!’  and  then 
‘It’s  there!’.  Unnecessary  movement  should  also  be  avoided,  of  course, 
since  not  only  does  movement  draw  attention  to  the  group  and,  perhaps, 
frighten  birds  away,  but  movement  also  causes  noise.  The  very  act  of 
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pointing  out  a bird  can  often  cause  it  to  fly.  If  pointing  is  necessary,  it  is 

best  to  extend  the  arm  gradually,  rather  than  suddenly,  and  not  wave  it 
around. 

Keeping  close  together  is  another  aid  to  unobtrusive  progression  on  a 
forest  trail  or  woodland  path — close  enough  to  touch  rather  than  talk  and 
to  whisper  rather  than  shout.  A close  group  also  disturbs  an  area  once, 
whereas  a straggling  line  of  observers  disturbs  each  area  again  and  again, 
is  more  conspicuous,  and  noisier.  If  there  is  a good  bird  to  be  seen,  it  is 
mort  likely  to  be  spotted  by  the  first  person  in  a group  or  line;  so,  if 
everyone  is  (lose  together,  there  is  a better  chance  that  everyone  will  see 
it.  In  a straggling  group,  the  bird  may  have  gone  by  the  time  the 
backmarkers  have  caught  up,  and  in  catching  up  they  will  probably  have 
hurried  (perhaps  noisily)  in  order  to  see  what  everyone  else  is  looking  at, 
thereby  making  it  even  more  likely  that  it  will  have  been  frightened  away. 

The  advice  so  far,  therefore,  is  basically  KEEP  QUIET  and  KEEP 
CLOSE.  It  follows  from  this  that  there  will  often  be  instances  when  those 
at  the  front  are  looking  at  something,  pointing  perhaps,  and  using 
binoculars,  whilst  those  at  the  back  can  not  only  see  nothing,  but  also  do 
not  know  what  it  is  that  they  are  missing.  There  is  nothing  more 
frustrating.  It  is  the  duty  of  everyone,  therefore,  to  ensure  that  the  person 
behind  them  is  kept  fully  informed,  by  means  of  gentle  signals  and 
subdued  whispers.  Those  at  the  back  will  thus  learn,  by  messages  passed 
along  the  line,  whether  they  are  missing  something  which  they  want  to  trv 
to  see  by  moving  forward,  or  whether  it  is  something  that  they  do  not 
mind  missing,  so  can  remain  relaxed  at  the  rear  of  the  group. 

When  an  interesting  bird  is  spotted,  everyone  should  immediately 
(quietly  and  gently)  close  up  with  the  leaders.  In  woodland,  a bird  ahead 
will  often  be  visible  on  only  one  line,  between  the  trees,  so  it  is  important 
to  be  close  to  whoever  can  see  the  bird.  Closing  up  also  ensures  that 
whispered  discussion  is  as  quiet  as  possible.  As  soon  as  those  at  the  front 
have  had  a good  look,  they  should  move  aside  or  back,  to  allow  other 
people  to  come  to  the  front  to  see  the  bird. 

Although  there  will  be  occasions  when  the  leading  observers  miss  a bird 
and  it  is  first  seen  by  someone  else,  most  birds  are  seen  (or  heard)  first  by 
those  at  the  front  of  a line  walking  along  a forest  trail.  It  is  clearly  sensible, 
therefore,  for  the  experienced  ornithological  leader  always  to  lead — 
nobody  should  ever  go  on  ahead  of  him  or  her,  even  by  a few  metres. 
Anyone  who  wants  to  watch  away  from  the  group  should  drop  back 
(having  informed  the  leader  first),  but  never  go  on  in  front. 

If  a bird  is  accidentally  disturbed,  the  leading  observers  may  be  the  only 
ones  to  see  it.  Courtesy  demands,  therefore,  that  those  other  than  the 
group  leader  alternate  positions  during  the  day,  perhaps  changing  every 
ten  minutes  or  so.  The  most  efficient  way  to  do  this  is  for  the  person  who 
is  second  to  step  aside,  allow  all  the  others  to  pass  and  then  take  up  the 
last  place.  Every  one,  thus,  gets  a turn  to  be  in  the  most  advantageous 
position,  close  to  the  leader. 

Similarly,  anyone  who  wants  to  look  at  a bird  (or  the  scenery  or  an 
insect  or  a plant)  which  interests  them,  but  not  the  rest  of  the  group, 
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should  step  aside  to  do  so,  in  order  that  the  rest  of  the  group  can  file  past 
and  is  not  held  up. 

There  are,  thus,  various  ways  in  which  a small  group  of  birdwatchers 
can  maximise  their  observing  efficiency.  We  have  also  described  various 
points  of  trail  etiquette.  There  is  one  final  point.  It  is  often  assumed  that 
one  should  move  slowly  through  woodland,  cautiously  creeping  up  on 
birds  and  other  wildlife.  But  however  carefully  an  observ  er  or  a group  may 
walk  through  woodland,  silence  is  an  impossibility.  It  may  on  occasions 
pay  to  travel  quickly  (but  as  quietly  as  possible)  along  a trail,  thereby 
surprising  the  shy  birds  which  would  have  gone  or  hidden  long  before  a 
slow-moving  observer  came  close  to  them.  Alternating  slow  and  fast 
travel — say  a kilometre  of  one  followed  by  a kilometre  of  the  other — may 
prove  to  be  the  most  productive  way  to  find  the  greatest  variety  of  species. 

The  points  made  above  are  often  very  obvious,  and  perhaps  the 
majority  of  BB  readers  were  already  aware  of  most  of  them.  We  hope, 
however,  that  some  suggestions  will  have  been  new,  that  a summary  will 
have  been  helpful,  and  that  our  experience  will  assist  not  only  individuals, 
but  also  those  leading  (or  taking  part  in)  trips  such  as  bird  club  outings. 
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Diary  dates 

This  list  covers  January  to  December  1989 


6th-8th  January  BTO  Ringing  and  Migra- 
tion Conference.  Hayes  Conference  Cen- 
tre, Swanwick,  Derbyshire.  Details  from 
Chris  Mead,  BTO,  Beech  Grove,  Tring, 
Hertfordshire  HP23  5NR. 

16th  January  RSPB  Officiai.  Launch  of 
Centenary.  Coinciding  with  the  Royal 
Mail’s  RSPB  Centenary  stamp  issue. 

21st  January  RSPB  Fn.M  Premiere.  Royal 
Festival  Hall.  Details  from  Film  Show  Orga- 
niser, RSPB,  The  Lodge,  Sandy,  Bedford- 
shire SGI9  2DL. 

28th-29th  January  Young  ORNITHOLOG- 
ISTS’ Club  International  Common  Bird 
Survey.  (RSPB  Centenary  Event.)  Details 


from  YOC,  The  Lodge,  Sandy,  Bedfordshire 
SGI 9 2DI.. 

31st  January  Closing  date  for  entries  for 
‘Bird  Photograph  of  the  Year’. 

31st  January  Closing  date  for  ‘Best  recent 
black-and-white  bird-photographs’. 

31st  January-5th  February  INTERNATIONAL 
Symposium  on  Western  Palearctic  Geese. 
Federal  Republic  of  Germany.  Details  from 
Tony  Fox,  The  Wildfowl  Trust,  Slimbridge, 
Gloucester  GI.2  7BT. 

7th  February  British  Ornithologists’ 
Cl.UB.  Dr  A.  J.  Knystautas  on  ‘Birds  of  the 
Soviet  Union’.  Central  London.  Non- 


Diary  dates 

members  should  write  (enclosing  SAE) 
at  least  21  days  before  to  Hon.  Secretary, 
R.  E.  f . Peal,  2 Chestnut  Eane,  Sevenoaks, 
Kent  TNI 3 3AR. 

17th  February  RSPB  100th  Birthday 
Celebration.  Didsbury,  Manchester.  De- 
tails from  RSPB. 

4th  March  BTO/Essf.x  Birdwatching 
Society  Onf.-day  Conference.  Essex  Insti- 
tute of  Higher  Education,  Brentwood.  De- 
tails from  Geoff  Gibbs,  72  Orchard  Piece, 
Blackmore,  Ingatestone,  Essex  CM4  0R7.. 

4th  March  Scottish  Ornithologists’ 
Ci.ub/BTO  One-day  Scottish  Birdwatch- 
ers’ Conference.  Near  Perth.  Details  from 
SOC,  21  Regent  Terrace,  Edinburgh  F.H7 
5BT. 

10th-12th  March  RSPB/Irish  WlI.DBlRD 
Conservancy  All-Ireland  Conference. 
Conway  Hotel,  Dunmurry,  Belfast,  North- 
ern Ireland.  Details  from  RSPB  Northern 
Ireland  Office,  Belvoir  Park  Forest,  Belfast 
BTH  4QT,  Northern  Ireland. 

14th  March  BOC.  Dr  Werner  Suter  on 
‘Cormorants  wintering  in  Switzerland’.  Cen- 
tral London.  Details  from  Hon.  Secretary. 

14th  March  Closing  date  for  entries  for 
‘Bird  Illustrator  of  the  Year’. 

18th  March  WILTSHIRE  ORNITHOI.OGICAI 
Society  One-day  Conference.  Near  De- 
vizes. Details  from  John  Govett,  19  Manton 
Close,  Trowbridge,  Wiltshire  BA14  0RZ. 

28th  March-9th  May  YOC  Flight-link. 
Migration  phone-in.  Telephone  Sandy 
(0767)  80551.  Tuesdays  only,  5.30  p.m.-7.00 
p.m.  Records  from  adults  welcomed. 

7th-9th  April  RSPB  Centenary  Members’ 
Weekend.  York  University.  Details  from 
Conference  Office,  RSPB. 

13th- 16th  April  BOL?  Annual  Confer- 
ence. On  ‘Applied  Ornithology’.  Surrey 
University,  Guildford.  Details  from  BOU, 
c/o  The  British  Museum  (Natural  History), 
Sub-department  of  Ornithology,  I ring, 
Hertfordshire  HP23  6AP. 

9th  May  BOC.  Dr  R.  A.  F.  Cox  on  ‘North 
Sea  birds’.  Central  London.  Details  from 
Hon.  Secretary. 

15th-20th  May  International  Council 
for  Bird  Preservation  European  Mf.f.t- 
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ing.  Turkey.  Details  from  ICBP.  32  Cam- 
bridge Road,  Girton,  Cambridge  CB3  upj. 

27th-29th  May  RSPB/Zf.iss  West  Germany 
Sponsored  Birdwatch  & European  Bird- 
watch.  Details  from  RSPB. 

27th-29th  May  YOC  Natwf.st  Sponsored 
Birdwatch.  Details  from  YOC. 

15th  July  Ornithological  Society  of  thf. 
Middle  East  AG  M.  Details  from  OSME,  c/o 
1 he  Lodge,  Sandy,  Bedfordshire  SG19  2DL. 

August  RSPB  Exhibition.  Natural  History 
Museum,  London.  Details  from  RSPB. 

28th  August- 1st  September  International 
Bird  Census  Committf.e/Europf.an 
Ornithological  Atlas  Committee.  XI  In- 
ternational Conference  on  Bird  Census 
AND  Atlas  Work.  Prague,  Czechoslovakia. 
‘Utilisation  of  birds  in  ecological  monitor- 
ing.' Details  from  Dr  Karel  Stastny,  Institute 
of  Applied  Ecology  and  Ecotechnololgy, 
Agricultural  University  Prague,  281  63  Kos- 
telec  nad  Cernymi  lesy,  Czechoslovakia. 

15th- 17th  September  BOU  Autumn  SCIEN- 
TIFIC MEETING.  ‘Cost  of  reproduction  in 
birds.'  Glasgow  University.  Details  from 
BOU. 

30th  September  RSPB  ScornsH  Members' 
Day  & RSPB  AGM.  Details  from  RSPB. 

4th  November  BTO/Si  rrey  Bird  Club 
Onf.-day  Conference.  Guildford.  Details 
from  Dr  Ernest  Garcia,  2 Busdens  Close, 
Milford,  Godaiming,  Surrey  CU8  5JS. 

24th  November  RSPB  Gala  Conc  ert. 
Royal  Albert  Hall,  London.  Details  from 
RSPB. 

lst-3rd  December  BTO  Annual  Confer- 
ence & AGM.  Hayes  Conference  Centre, 
Swanwick,  Derbyshire.  Details  from  Mrs 
Audrey  Causer,  BTO. 

2nd-3rd  December  YOC  Action  for  Birds 
and  People  Weekend.  Details  from  YOC. 

8th- 10th  December  National  Exhibition 
of  Cage  and  Aviary  Birds.  National  Ex- 
hibition Centre,  Birmingham.  Details  from 
Brian  Byles,  Editor,  ‘Cage  and  Aviary  Birds’, 
Prospect  House,  9-13  Ewell  Road,  Cheam, 
Sutton.  Surrey  SMI  4QQ. 

9th  December  Oriental  Bird  Club  AGM. 
London.  Details  from  Publicity  Officer, 
OBC,  c/o  The  Lodge,  Sandy,  Bedfordshire 

SGI 9 2DL. 
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Announcements 


Thank  you  to  our  sponsors  The  Editorial  Board  would  like  to  give  special  thanks  to  the 
firms  and  organisations  which  have  helped  BB  with  sponsorship  during  1988: 

William  Collins  Sons  & Co.  Ltd sponsorship  of  Bird  Photograph  of  the  Year 

Christopher  Helm  Publishers  Ltd sponsorship  of  Bird  Photograph  of  the  Year 

‘The  Famous  Grouse’ Scotch  whisky sponsors  of  our  Christmas  puzzle 

Kowa  telescopes sponsors  of  Bird  Illustrator  of  the  Year 

Sunbird sponsorship  of ‘Monthly  marathon’  competition 

ZEISS  West  Germany sponsors  of  the  Rarities  Committee  and  colour 

plates  for  several  identification  papers  and  notes 


Special  offer  to  ‘BB’  subscribers 

The  Dutch  All-year  Atlas:  ‘Atlas  van  de  Nederlandse  Vogels’  The  full  price  for  this  well- 
reviewed  ‘gigantic  and  magnificent’  atlas  of  the  Netherlands  (see  Brit.  Birds  81:  475),  covering 
all  species  and  with  maps  for  all  12  months  of  the  year,  is  usually  £21.00,  but,  by  agreement 
with  the  publishers,  we  can  now  offer  it  to  BB  subscribers  for  £18.00,  POST  FREE.  Please  use 
the  British  BirdShop  form  on  pages  xi  & xii. 


New  books  in  British  BirdShop  A total  of  18  books  has  been  added  to  the  British 
BirdShop  list  this  month,  many  of  them  being  reviewed  in  this  issue  of  British  Birds.  Please 
note  especially  those  shown  in  RED  on  pages  xi  & xii. 

Apart  from  the  new  special  offer  (see  Dutch  Atlas  announcement  above),  British  Birds 
subscribers  can  still  obtain  International  Bird  Identification,  Chandler’s  North  Atlantic 
Shorebirds,  Goodwin’s  Crows  of  the  World,  Knystautas’s  The  Natural  History  of  the  USSR  and 
Frontiers  of  Bird  Identification  at  special  reduced  prices. 

Please  note,  also,  that  Ali  & Ripley’s  compact  edition  of  the  Handbook  of  the  Birds  of  India 
and  Pakistan  has  at  last  arrived  from  India  and  is  in  stock. 

Your  use  of  British  BirdShop  helps  to  subsidise  every  British  Birds  subscription.  Please 
look  at  pages  xi  & xii. 


Free  advertising  for  subscribers  For  a limited  period,  individual  personal  subscribers  may 
use  the  classified  advertising  pages  Frf.F,  OF  CHARGE  for  advertisements  selling  single 
ornithological  items  (a  pair  of  binoculars,  a telescope,  a book,  a volume  of  magazines,  etc.). 
Send  your  advertisement  (not  more  than  30  words),  quoting  your  personal  BB  Reference  Number,  to 
Free  BB  advertising,  Fountains,  Park  Lane,  Blunham,  Bedford  MK44  3NJ. 


Binding  your  ‘BB’  Standard  book-binding  of  BB  issues  costs  £14.00  per  volume.  Use  the 
form  on  the  back  of  the  index,  and  send  yours  in  to  arrive  befor ? one  of  the  four  annual 
deadlines:  15th  January,  15th  March,  1st  July  and  1st  October.  1'he  binders’  address  is: 
Chapman  Brooks  Bookbinders  Ltd,  173  Elmers  End  Road,  Beckenham,  Kent  BR3  4S7.. 

Loose  binders  are  also  available,  as  usual,  through  British  BirdShop,  at  £6.95  (see  page 
xii). 


Your  January  issue  As  usual,  the  January  issue  will  be  despatched  in  mid  month  (rather 
than  in  the  last  week  of  the  preceding  month,  as  with  all  other  issues).  This  is  partly  the 
result  of  Christmas  and  New  Year  holidays  affecting  our  and  our  printer’s  work 
schedules,  but  is  also  deliberately  designed  to  give  time  for  as  many  subscriptions  as 
possible  to  be  included  in  the  new  year’s  address  list.  Expect  your  January  issue  in  the 
second  half  of  the  month  (or  in  February,  if  you  have  not  resubscribed  before  15th 
December). 
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Bird  Photograph  of  the  \ ear  In  1989,  this  annual  competition  will  again  be  jointly 
sponsored  by  Christopher  Helm  Publishing  Ltd  and  William  Collins  Sons  & Co.  Ltd.  The 
full  rules  (similar  to  those  last  year,  Brit.  Birds  81:  31-32)  will  be  published  next  month. 
The  closing  date  is  Monday  31st  January  1989. 

Best  recent  black-and-white  bird-photographs  The  closing  date  for  submission  of 
prints  lor  the  annual  selection  is  Monday  31st  January  1989.  T he  full  rules  (similar  to 
those  last  year,  Brit.  Birds  81:  33)  will  be  published  next  month. 

Bird  Illustrator  of  the  Year  1 he  closing  date  for  this  competition,  which  will  again  be 
sponsored  by  Kowa  telescopes,  is  14th  March  1989.  Required  dimensions  of  entries  will 
be  published  with  the  rules  in  the  January'  1989  issue. 


Requests 

Plumages  of  gannets  Ed  Mackrill  is  preparing  a short  paper  for  British  Birds  on  the 
occurrence  in  Britain  and  western  F.urope  of  Gannets  Sula  bassana  showing  the 
characteristics  of  Cape  Gannet  S.  capensis  and  Australasian  Gannet  S.  senator  (plate  354). 
Ed  has  personally  recorded  over  200  such  individuals  since  1986  (in  England,  Scotland, 
Morocco  and  Spain),  suggesting  that  the  plumage  type  is  not  rare.  He  asks  that  sea- 
watchers  should  look  carefully  at  all  Gannets  and  send  details  of  their  observations  to  him 
at  Welton-le-Marsh,  Spilsby,  Lincolnshire  PF.23  ssv. 


Australasian  Gannet  S.  senator , Cornwall,  September  1987  ( Ed  Mackrill) 

Slender-billed  Curlew  surveys  The  Slender-billed  Curlew  Numenius  tenuirostris  has 
suffered  a drastic  decline  this  century  and  is  now  almost  certainly  the  rarest  migratory 
bird  in  the  Western  Palearctic,  with  perhaps  only  100  individuals  surviving.  In  order  to 
investigate  the  reasons  for  this  decline  and  to  attempt  to  counter  it,  the  International 
Council  for  Bird  Preservation  has  launched  a two-year  project  on  the  species.  I he 
Slender-billed  Curlew  has  been  regularly  recorded  on  passage  in  Turkey,  Hungary, 
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Yugoslavia  (Vojvodina),  Romania  (Dobroudgea),  Austria,  Greece  and  Italy,  with 
accidental  records  from  most  non-Scandinavian  European  countries.  The  main  wintering 
sites  appear  to  be  in  Tunisia  and  Morocco,  with  scattered* records  in  the  Middle  East.  No 
funds  are  available  from  ICBP,  but  anyone  willing  to  spend  time  surveying  suitable 
wetland  for  the  species  should  contact  the  project  co-ordinator  for  further  details, 
specifying  which  country  they  are  visiting  and  at  w hat  time  of  year:  Adam  Gretton,  ICBP, 
32  Cambridge  Road,  Girton,  Cambridge  CB3  OPJ;  tel:  Cambridge  (0223)  277318. 

Records  of  Moroccan  birds  Michel  Thevenot,  ‘European  news’  correspondent  for 
Morocco,  is  now  working  in  France  on  Moroccan  ornithology,  particularly  concerning  an 
Atlas  of  Breeding  Birds  and  a Checklist  of  Birds  in  Morocco.  He  requests  that  all  relevant  records  of 
observations  concerning  birds  in  Morocco  should  be  sent  to  him  at  Ecole  Pratique  des 
Hautes  Etudes,  Eaboratoire  de  Biogeographie  et  Ecologie  des  Vertebres  Mediterraneans, 
Case  100,  Universite  de  Montpellier  II,  Place  Eugene  Bataillon,  F-34060  Montpellier  Cedex, 
France. 

Gambian  records  The  Gambian  Ornithological  Society  would  greatly  welcome  the  receipt 
of  records  from  the  many  birdwatchers  who  now  v isit  The  Gambia,  lor  inclusion  in  its  annual 
report.  All  records  will  be  acknowledged,  and  contributors  will  each  receive  a copy  of  those 
reports  which  GOS  members  receive  free  (and  will  be  able  to  obtain  post-free  copies  of  those 
reports  for  which  members  pay).  Please  send  lists  (with  date  and  locality  for  each  record) 
airmail  to:  C.  P.  A.  White,  Gambian  Ornithological  Society,  PO  Box  757,  Banjul,  The 
Gambia,  West  Africa. 

Snow-field  feeding  by  birds  Snow  fields  and  even  small  patches  of  late  snow  which  lie  in 
arctic  and  alpine  situations  frequently  attract  feeding  birds  for  a variety  of  reasons.  I am 
hoping  to  draft  a review  of  this  phenomenon  and  would  be  very  pleased  to  receive  unusual 
observations  of  any  species  feeding  on  the  surface  of  snow  in  lowland/upland/arctic/ 
temperate  settings.  Details  of  the  numbers  and  species  of  birds  involved,  any  insight  into  the 
possible  food  items  involved,  and  locality,  habitat,  and  circumstances  would  be  appreciated. 
Any  accounts  of  birds  which  are  clearly  choosing  to  feed  on  snow  in  preference  to  foraging 
elsewhere  would  be  especially  interesting.  Please  send  observations  from  Britain  and  Ireland 
or  overseas  to  Dr  'Pony  Fox,  The  Wildfowl  Trust,  Slimbridge,  Gloucester  GI.2  7BT. 


News  and  comment 


Robin  Prytherch  and  Mike  Everett 

Opinions  expressed  in  this  feature  are  not  necessarily  those  of  ‘British  Birds’ 


The  poisoning  continues  We  support 
Scottish  Bird  Slews  (September  1988)  in  its 
description  of  the  continuing  illegal  use  of 
poisons  in  the  remoter  parts  of  Scotland  as 
‘a  national  disgrace’.  The  report  notes  that 
RSPB  Scotland  had  knowledge  of  13  inci- 
dents in  the  first  half  of  this  year.  In  one 
case,  Keith  Brockie  found  a male  Golden 
Eagle  Aquila  chrysaelos  dead  on  its  nest  in 
the  Gaenlochan  National  Nature  Reserve. 


It  had  almost  certainly  picked  up  poison 
from  a neighbouring  estate  and  carried  it 
back  to  the  nest.  In  another  incident, 
which  received  much  publicity  in  the 
national  press,  two  Golden  Eagles  were 
found  dead  on  Islay  by  holidaymakers. 
Any  birdwatchers  who  find  dead  raptors  or 
evidence  of  attempts  to  kill  them  should 
note  full  details  and  then  contact  their 
nearest  RSPB  office. 


News  and  comment 


Bradford’s  birds  We  have  been  sent  a 
copy  of  the  first  report,  covering  1987,  of 
the  Bradford  Ornithological  Group,  which 
was  formed  in  January  of  that  year.  The 
report  is  set  out  in  conventional  style,  with 
a weather  and  ornithological  review  fol- 
lowed by  the  species  list,  the  bulk  of  the 
report,  in  which  it  was  good  to  see  that  all 
species  (even  the  most  common)  appear  to 
get  at  least  one  line.  There  is  also  a ringing 
report.  Further  details  are  obtainable  from 
Chris  Roberts,  Science  Department,  Old 
Building,  Bradford  and  Ilkley  Community 


685 

College,  Great  Horton  Road,  Bradford  BD7 
I AY. 

Penguin  takes  a walk  A report  in  The  Daily 
Telegraph  of  19th  September  1988  says  that 
the  Police  suspect  that  a penguin  missing 
from  the  Penscynor  Wildlife  Park  in  W est 
Glamorgan  was  stolen  in  a carrier  bag. 
With  respect,  they  obviously  have  no  idea 
of  how  quickly  a penguin  could  demolish 
such  a means  of  transport!  It  may,  of 
course,  have  been  very  tame;  so,  if  you  see 
a wandering  penguin  . . . 


If  the  caption  fits  . . . 

The  competition  to  supply  an  apt  caption  to  Hans  Schouten’s 
photograph  of  a Cormorant  Phalacrocorax  carbo  (Brit.  Birds  80:  plate  331, 
repeated  here)  produced  a wide  range  of  suggestions.  The  following  are 
our  top  choices. 


1.  “/  haven't  touched  your  ******  rain- 
bow trout — look!"  (Dr  Mick  Mar- 
quiss) 

2.  “Look!  No  wings!"  (Lord  Glen- 
devon) 

3.  “ Oh , no!  Not  fish  AGAIN!"  (kieran 
Sharrock) 

4.  “Who  said  anything  about  Pisa ? Pd 
settle  for  a perch  any  day."  (M.  H. 
Dunn) 

5.  “Timber!"  (Mrs  Margaret  Smith, 
and  Bernard  Webb,  indepen- 
dently) 

6.  “******  water-skiers!"  (D.  G.  P. 
Chatfield) 


The  winner,  Dr  Mick  Marquiss, 
of  Bird  Identification  and  The  'British 


11  receive  a prize  of  copies  of  Frontiers 
ds'  List  of  Birds  of  the  Western  Palearctic. 


Recent  reports 


Compiled  by  Mark  Boyd 

This  summary  covers  the  period  17th  October  to  13th  November  1988 
These  are  unchecked  reports,  not  authenticated  records 


Night  Heron  Nycticorax  nycticorax  Milford  on 
Sea  (Hampshire),  from  5th  November. 
Baikal  Teal  Anas  formosa  Titchwell  (Nor- 
folk), 13th  November. 

Ring-billed  Gull  /.  arus  delawarensis  Chew 
Valley  Lake  (Avon),  13th  November. 
Waxwing  Bombycilla  garrulus  British  east 
coast,  major  invasion  from  around  24th 
October,  with  many  hundreds  of  individuals 
from  Kent  to  Shetland,  including  large 
flocks,  such  as  225  in  Middlesbrough  (Cle- 
veland), 13th  November. 

Gray  Catbird  Dumetella  carolinensis  Cott  Val- 
ley (Cornwall),  28th  October. 

Desert  Wheatear  Oenanthe  deserti  South 
Ronaldsay  (Orkney),  28th  October. 


Rock  Thrush  Monticola  saxalilis  St  Mary  s 
(Scilly),  1st  November. 

Savi’s  Warbler  Locustella  luscinioides  Eastern 
race  fuscus,  Icklesham  (East  Sussex),  23rd 
October. 

Penduline  Tit  Remiz  pendulinus  Icklesham, 
15th  October;  St  Agnes  (Scilly),  18th  Octo- 
ber; Stanpit  (Dorset),  21st  October;  Stod- 
marsh  (Kent),  25th  October;  Blacktoft  Sands 
(Humberside),  12th  November. 

Short-toed  Treecreeper  Certhia  brachydactyla 
Sandwich  Bay  (Kent),  19th-24th  October. 
Isabelline  Shrike  Lanius  isabellinus  Stod- 
marsh,  from  5th  November. 

Two-barred  Crossbill  Loxia  leucoplera  Hasl- 
ingden  (Lancashire),  6th  November. 


Corrections 


Volume  80 
Pages 

597  & 598  Fif.i.d  Identification  of  Radde’s  and  Dusky  Warbi.ers  Plates  303  and  304: 
photographer  was  J.  R.  Clarkson  (not  J.  M.  Clarkson). 

626  Head-shaking  of  Garganey  and  Tf.ai.  while  feeding  See  revised  version:  Brit. 

Birds  81:  394-395. 


Volume  81 
Pages 

81  REVIEW  Ducks  of  Sub-Saharan  Africa  37  colour  plates  (not  26  colour  plates). 

156  Binoculars  and  telescopes  survey  1988  Line  51:  ‘1 1%’  should  read  ‘3%’. 

226  Bird  Photograph  of  THF.  Year  Line  32:  photographer  of  Magpie  and  Buzzard 

was  Mike  Wilkes  (not  P.  Munsterman). 

450  Cliff  Swallow:  new  to  Britain  and  Ireland  Plate  216:  photographer  was 

R.  H.  Chittenden  (not  C.  R.  Chittenden). 

Coming  soon  . . . 

Among  the  exciting  contributions  due  for  publication  in  the  next  few 
xjL  months,  we  can  look  forward  to  papers  on  the  following  subjects: 
Habitat  and  breeding  of  Goshawks  Accipiter  gentilis  in  lowland  Britain 
Identification  of  small  skuas  Stercorarius,  with  paintings  by  Lars  Jonsson 
Identification  of  Gull-billed  Terns  Gelochelidon  nilotica , with  paintings  by  Alan  Harris 
Identification  of  marsh  terns  Chlidonias,  with  illustrations  by  Per  Alstrom 
Winter  roosting  by  Wrens  Troglodytes  troglodytes 
Marsh  Warblers  Acrocephalus  palustris  in  Britain 
Behaviour  of  Magpies  Pica  pica 
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‘The  Famous 
Grouse’ 

Scotch  whisky 
Christmas  puzzle 


Sponsored  by 


In  1987,  a keen  twitcher  managed  to  see  a ‘20th  and  a 23rd  on  the  same 
day,  exactly  ten  days  after  seeing  an  even  rarer  species.  Later  in  the 
same  season,  he  travelled  farther  than  on  any  of  his  previous  trips  to  see 
the  rarest  of  his  five  birds,  but  then  had  to  go  in  the  opposite  direction  to 
see  a 19th  the  very  next  day.  On  each  trip,  he  had  to  travel  from  his  home 
county  through  only  one  intermediate  county  before  getting  to  the  one 
where  the  rarity  had  been  found. 


A BB  reader,  who  enjoyed  counting  as  well  as  identifying  birds  (he 
always  carried  out  Wildfowl  Counts  in  winter  and  a Common  Birds 
Census  in  summer,  as  well  as  visiting  bird  observatories  in  spring  and 
autumn),  noted  interesting  patterns  in  the  birds  that  he  saw  in  1988. 

The  two  commonest  seabird  species  were  in  July  and  August,  with  a 
common  wader  in  the  month  before  and  another  in  the  month  after.  In  the 
two  spring  months  preceding  the  first  wader,  he  saw  two  rare  seabirds 
(loosely  speaking),  and,  in  the  two  late-autumn  months  after  the  second 
wader,  he  saw  his  two  rarest  birds,  both  from  America.  The  species  which 
he  saw  in  the  first  two  months  of  the  year  could  both  have  been  found 
during  his  Wildfowl  Counting,  one  very  common  but  the  other  a rare 
diver.  In  the  last  month  of  the  year,  his  searching  revealed  a very 
appropriate  discovery. 

In  which  county  did  the  twitcher  live? 


What  did  the  BB  reader  see  in  March? 
What  did  he  find  in  December? 


Send  your  answers  to  these  three  questions,  and  your  own  name  and  address,  on  a postcard 
to  Christmas  Puzzle,  Fountains,  Park  Lane.  Blunham.  Bedford  MK44  3NJ,  to  arrive  by  15th 
January  1989.  The  three  entrants  who  give  the  correct  answers  and  whose  entries  are  selected 
in  the  draw  will  each  receive  a bottle  of  The  Famous  Grouse  Scotch  whisky. 
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WE  MAKE  CERTAIN  YOU 
MAKE  THE  CORRECT  CHOICE 


BINOCULAR  & TELESCOPE 
DEMONSTRATIONS 


EVERY  DAY  OF  THE  MONTH 


For  your  personal  demonstration  at  the  location  of  your  choice 

anywhere  in  Cornwall 
PHONE  REDRUTH  (0209)  210060 
If  you  can’t  get  to  Cornwall  try  our  mail  order 
ADVICE  LINE 

Make  the  most  of  your  investment  - you  cannot  afford  not  to  take 
our  friendly  advice  based  on  field  experience  - 

the  most  popular  may  not  be  the  best  for  you! 


Why  take  the  chance  - Phone  SCOPES  (0209)  210060 


WE  KEEP  YOU  WATCHING 


c\j 

00 


CO 
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ORNITHOLIDAYS 

1 OQO  member  of  the  association  of 

I vJOi7  BRITISH  TRAVEL  AGENTS 

Holidays  Organised  by  Birdwatchers  for  Birdwatchers 
Twenty-four  years’  service  to  birdwatchers  & naturalists 
Programme  will  include: 

“ I Christmas  '88/New  Year  89 

China/Tibet 
Australia 
New  Zealand 
Venezuela 
The  Galapagos 
Yellowstone  Nat.  Park 
Israel 
Jordan 
Cyprus 
N.  E.  Greece 
Turkey 

Write  or  ’phone  for  a brochure  to: 

LAWRENCE  G.  HOLLOWAY 
ORNITHOLIDAYS 

DEPT.  2,  1-3  VICTORIA  DRIVE,  BOGNOR  REGIS,  WEST  SUSSEX,  P021  2PW 
Tel:  0243  821230  (D401)  ATOL  LICENCE  No  743 


N.  India 
Kenya 

Namibia  - Etosha 

Zimbabwe 

Tanzania 

Botswana  - The  Okavango 
Natal 

Madagascar 
India  - Tiger  Special 
The  Seychelles 
Thailand 


Yugoslavia 

Corfu 

The  Camargue 
The  Roussillon 
Andorra 

Spanish  Pyrenees 

S.  W.  Spain 
Coto  Dohana 
Majorca 
Lake  Neusiedl 
Arctic  Norway 


MEMBER 

n 

nA-^ 


YOUR 

GUARANTEE 
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Birdquest  offer  the  discerning  birdwatcher  exciting,  friendly,  small-group 
holidays  arranged  and  guided  by  professionals.  Come  with  us  and  see 
why  Birdquest  are  ‘First  in  the  Field’. 


BIRDWATCHING  HOLIDAYS  1989 

ARGENTINA  • AUSTRALIA  • BORNEO  & THE  MALAY  PENINSULA  • BRAZIL 
COSTA  RICA  • ECUADOR  • ETHIOPIA  • THE  GALAPAGOS  • HUNGARY 
ISRAEL  • KENYA  • MADAGASCAR  • MONGOLIA  & EASTERN  SIBERIA 
MOROCCO  • NAMIBIA,  THE  CAPE  & NATAL  • NEW  GUINEA  & NORTHERN  INDIA 
PERU  • POLAND  • SIKKIM,  DARJEELING  & ASSAM  • SOUTHERN  INDIA  & THE 
ANDAMANS  • THAILAND  • TURKEY  • TURKESTAN  & THE  CAUCASUS 
VENEZUELA  • YEMEN  • ZIMBABWE  & THE  OKAVANGO 

For  our  brochure  please  contact  BIRDQUEST  Ltd., 

Two  Jays,  Kemple  End,  Birdy  Brow,  Stonyhurst, 

Lancashire  BB6  9QY.  Tel:  025486  317.  (D365) 


WATCHING 


habit  today! 


The  Magazine  that  tells  you 
all  about  understanding 
behaviour.. .correct 

identification  where  to  look  for  different  species. 


Whether  you're  restricted  to  the  back  garden  or  planning  to  travel  further 
afield,  whether  you're  experienced  ora  beginner.  Bird  Watching  Magazine 
provides  the  answers. 

EKEE  w ith  the  Not  ember  issue  (on  sale  October  27) 

Book  Buyer  s Oulde  to  Birds  and  the  Countryside"  offering  advice  and 
guidance  on  the  best  books  available  to  add  to  your  library.  An 
indispensable  guide  to  help  you  draw  up  your  Christmas  gift  list. 


£1 .20  at  your 
newsagent! 

torn 

immm 

(P359) 
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Talk  to  A.  R.  Hawkins 
about  Binoculars! 


r PHONE  US  FOR 

Best  Makes 
Largest  Stocks. 
Fastest  Service. 
By  return 
Despatch  and 
Free  Advice. 


Don’t  worry  about  Christmas  presents  being  delivered  on  time  if  you 
order  from  A.  R.  Hawkins,  all  goods  in  stock  for  by  return  delivery 

TELESCOPES 


OPTOLYTH  ALPIN 

Superb  lightweight  Models  Irom  W 
Germany  at  sensible  prices 

8 * 30  BGA  Alpin  El  86  00 

8x40  BGA  Alpin  £200.00 

10  x 40  BGA  £205.00 

10x50  BGA  Alpin  £221.00 

12x50  BGA  Alpin  £225.00 

7x42  BGA  Alpin  £207  00 


OPTOLYTH 

Roof  pnsm  range  ol  binoculars  lor  superb 
brighl.  crystal  clear  image 
10x40  BGA  Touring  £378.00 

7x42  BGA  Touring  £378.00 


HABICHT 

A firm  favourite  from  Austria  with  bird- 
watchers lightweight  short  locus 
excellent 

8x30  SLOW  £302.00 

7 x 42  WMP  Diana  £298.00l 

10x40WMP  Diana  £341.00 

10x40  BGA  Diana  £375  00> 


ZEISS  WEST 

i 10  x 40  BGAT  Dialyl 

7 x 42  BGAT  Dialyl 

8 x 30  BGAT  Dialyl 
10  x 25B  Mini  Dialyl 
i8  x 20B  Mini  Dialyt 


£499  00 
£479.00 
£397.00 
£219.00 
£197  00 


ZEISS  JENA 

7 X 40  BGA  new  model 

£199  95 

8x30Jenoplem 

£47  95 

8 x 30  Dellrmlem 

£55  95  1 

8x32  Notarem 

£120  00 

8 x SOB  Oclarem 

£185  00 

7x50Jenoplem 

£64  95 

10  x 40  Nolarem 

£176  00 

!0x50Jenoplem 

£69  95  : 

10  x 50  Dekarem 

£88  95 

MIRADOR 

7X42B 

£125  00 

7 x42BGAR  Armoured 

£129  00 

8x42B 

£119  00 

8x4?  BGA  R Armoured 

£125  00 

10x42B 

£125  00 

10  x 42  BGA  R<  Armoured 

£129  00 

10  x 50  BGA  R Armoured 

£145  00 

All  Mirador  are  supplied  with 

cases  and  rainguard 

BRESSER 

A new  range  of  quality 

lightweight 

root  prism  binoculars,  complete  with 

sports  case 

8 x 32  BGA  I inear 

£123  00 

8x42  BGA  linear 

£129  00 

10  x 42  BGA  1 inear 

£131  00 

7x42  BGA  Diorit 

£230  00 

10  x 42  BGA  Diorit 

£240  00 

Nikon  F leldscope  20  x 60  ED  £489  00 

Nikon  Eyepieces  15  x 30  x 40  x 60  x 

£64  95 

KowaTSNI  Body  £234.95 

Kowa  TSN2  Body  £223.95 

Kowa  TSN3  Body  £439.95 

Kowa  TSN4  Body  £428.95 

Kowa  TSN  20xW  A Eyepiece  £68.95 

Kowa  TSN  25  x 40  x Eyepieces  £44.95 

Kowa  TSN  20-60  Zoom  £98  95 

Oplolyth  TBS  80  £320.00 

Oplolytb  TB  80  £344  00 

Eyepieces  Oplolyth  TB  20  x WW  £88 
20  x W £56  30  > £57  10  x £58 
Oplolyth  30  x 75  £318.00 

Oplolyth  30x80  £353.00 

Opticron  Piccolo  1 5-60  x 60  £152.00 

Opticron  Classic  22-47  x 75  £1 57 . 00 

Opticron  20-60  x 60  HR  £193.00 

Spacemaster  15-45x60  £219.00 

Nikon  Fieldscope  20  x 60  £269.00 

Kowa  TS9  20  x 50  £89.95 

Mirador  Merlin  25  x 60  £99  95 

Kowa  TS602  £169.95 

Kowa  TS  20-60  Zoom  £93  00 

Habichi  23  x 70  BGA  £216  00 

Zeiss  Jena  Binxular 
Terreslrial  Telescope  80'500  complete 
with  tripod  and  carry  case  £1.199  00 


A R HAWKINS 


SLIK  D2 

Tripod  lake  a firm 
stand,  buy  the 
best,  our 
special  price 
£6  95 


MANFROTTO  TRIPOD 

144  Tripod  complete  with  128  fluid 
head  £84.95 


ORDER  NOW  tor  “By  Return” 
Dispatch.  Binoculars  and 
Telescopes  E2.50p  post  and 
insurance  send  cheque  or 


Visa/Access  accepted  by 
phone!  Stamps  (50pL  For 
illustrated  Discount  Price  List 


and  Coloured  Brochures  on 
over  200  Models 

CALLERS  WELCOME! 

Our  Showrooms  are  only  7 
minutes  from  Ml  Exit  15  or  16 
and  2 min.  walk  trom  railway. 

Open  9.00  am-6  pm 
Prices  correct  4th  Nov  1988 
subject  to  change  availability. 


N'PTON  ® MAREFAIR 

NORTHAMPTON  NN1  1SR 
TELEPHONE  0604/39674  (D434) 


LTD 


IMPORTANT  NOTICE  TO  ADVERTISERS 


British  Birds 

Readership  survey 


The  1988  survey  of  British  Birds  subscribers  clearly  shows  that 
British  Birds  offers  advertisers  a unique  concentrated  audience  of 
serious  birdwatchers  who  regularly  purchase  a wide  range  of 
equipment  plus  books  and  who  are  prepared  to  travel  at  home  and 
abroad  in  pursuit  of  their  hobby. 

99.6%  of  British  Birds  subscribers  keep  their  copy  permanently. 

Phone  for  your  copy  today 

Sandra  Barnes  0621  815089  (1)421) 
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ENJOY  OUR  ECONOMICALLY  PRICED 


PELAGIC  TRIPS  1989 


Our  modern  passenger  vessel 
Scillonian  III  will  be  making 
two  cruises  from  Penzance 
out  into  the  western 
approaches  and  the  Wilson’s 
Triangle  on  Sunday  27th 
August  and  Sunday  10th 
September  1989,  departing 
Penzance  at  05.00  hours  and 
returning  at  approximately 
21.00  hours. 

Numbers  limited  to  300 
passengers  on  each  trip.  Fare 
£55  each.  For  further  details 
contact:  Passenger  Booking 
Department,  Isles  of  Scilly 
Steamship  Company  Limited, 
Steamship  House,  Quay 
Sircet,  Penzance,  Cornwall  _ 

TK10  4BD.  Telephone:  (0736)  § 

62009.  — 


BIRDWATCHING 

TRIPS  IN  BEAUTIFUL 
BRITISH  COLUMBIA 
AND 

__  v WASHINGTON 

STATE. 

OUR  SMALL  GROUPS  ARE  LED  BY  FRIENDLY 
AND  QUALIFIED  LOCAL  BIRDERS 


• Spring  Migration  on  the  Coast. 

Catch  the  height  ot  spring  migration  on  the 
Pacific  flyway!  Excellent  birding  for  shore- 
birds  and  waterfowl  plus  good  opportunities 
for  raptors,  passerines,  and  some  pelagics. 
April  25  - May  1 . 


• Spring  Migration  in  the  Interior. 

Join  our  birdwatching  trip  to  the  beautiful 
Okanagan  Valley  ot  British  Columbia  at  the 
optimum  time.  Many  colourful  passerines 
as  well  as  hummingbirds,  swifts,  raptors, 
waders,  etc.  May  15-19 
Coast  pre-trip.  May  12-14 

For  Itineraries  Contact: 
HUMMINGBIRD  NATURE  TOURS 
13738 -232nd  Street 
Maple  Ridge.  B.C.  Canada  V2X  7E7 
(604)  467-9219 


British  Birds 

is  most  grateful  to  those 
companies  which  support 
the  magazine  by  their 
sponsorship: 

Sponsors  of 
the 

Rarities  Committee 


Sponsors  of 
‘ Monthly 
marathon  ’ 

Christopher  Helm  & Sponsors  of 
and  Bird 

Collins  T Photograph 

o f the  Year' 

Sponsors  oj 
‘ Bird 

Illustrator  of 

the  Yea,’  telcscopes 


ZEISS 

West  Germany 


Tetrad  Atlas  of  the 


j Devon  Bird  Watching  & Preservation  Society 


Available  from: 

DBWPS.  WHISTLEY  HOUSE.  AXTOWN  LANE, 

YELVERTON.  DEVON  PL20  6BU 

at  £18  post  free  (payable  to  DBWPS)  (Q432) 


Breeding  Birds 

of  Devon 


H.  P.  Sitters 
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THE  MOST  BEAUTIFUL 
BIRD  BOOK  FOR  YEARS 


The  Paintings  of 

TERANCE 
JAMES  BONE 

The  first  published  collection 
of  paintings  by  leading 
wildlife  artist  Terance  James 
Bond.  Known  throughout 
the  world  lor  his 
commissions  tor  the  RSPB 
and  the  World  Wildlife 
Fund,  the  talent  of  this 
remarkable  artist  can  now 
fully  appreciated.  Fifty-fiv 
ol  Bond’s  finest  paintings, 
together  with  held 
sketches  and  vignettes,  are  reproduced  in  lull  colour,  accompanied 
by  the  artist’s  own  notes  on  each  bird.  Printed  on  large  format, 
high  quality  paper  and  handsomely  bound,  this  must  be  the  bird 
book  ol  the  year. 

£35.00  net  Hardback  96  pages  63  full  colour  illustrations  380  x 268  mm 

ISBN  0 7188  2682  5 

Available  now  from  your  usual  bookseller,  or  in  case  of  difficulty  please  use 
the  form  below  to  order  direct  from  the  publisher. 

LUTTERWORTH  PRESS 

P.O.  BOX  60,  CAMBRIDGE,  CB1  2NT.  Tel:  0223  350865 

Please  send  me copies  of 

BIRDS:  THE  PAINTINGS  OF  TERANCE  JAMES  BOND  @ 

£35.00  each  (please  add  £3.00  p & p per  copy).  Cheques  should  be 
made  payable  to  Lutterworth  Press. 

Name:  

Address  

o 
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SEASON  S GREETINGS 


Classified  Advertisements 

All  advertisements  must  be 

PREPAID 

and  sent  to 

British  Birds  Advertising 
Fountains,  Park  Lane,  Blunham, 
Bedford  MK44  3NJ 

Telephone  0621  815085 

Rates 

(including  15%  VAT) 

£2.20  a line — average  of  6 words 

£8.40  a centimetre — 

min.  2 centimetres 

Box  Number  counts  as  2 words  is 

£1 .00  extra  per  insertion 

Replies  should  be  sent  to  the 

above  address 

Series  Discounts 

3 insertions  for  the  price  of  2 
6 insertions  for  the  price  of  4 


Copy  Date 
January  issue 
December  5 

Please  post  early 
to  avoid  disappointment 

HOLIDA  Y A CCOA1MODA  TION 
ENGLAND 

RYDAL.  Three  cottages,  sleep  l and  6,  week!) 
lets.  Fisher  Hoggarth,  52  Kirkland,  Kendal.  Tel: 
0559  22592,  office  hours.  ( BB460) 

CHARLTON  HOUSE  HOTEL.,  Dawlish  \ \ 
RAC  two  star.  Excellent  food.  Exe  Estuary  and 
Dawlish  Warren.  Dawlish  863260.  (Bill  12) 

COUNTRY  COTTAGES  between  Alnwick  & 
Be  I ford  sleep  up  to  6.  Fully  equipped,  self- 
catering, available  throughout  the  year.  Well 
placed  for  Holy  Island  & Fame  Islands,  Cheviot 
Hills  and  many  places  of  natural  beauty.  S.A.F.: 
Lady  Gadsden,  606  Gilbert  House,  Barbican. 
London  F.C2Y8BD.  Tel:  01-6389968.  (BB623) 

BLAKENEY — we  offer  comfort,  warmth,  bed 
and  breakfast,  own  bathroom  and  sitting  room. 
Tel:  Cley  740876.  (BB593) 

ISLES  OF  SCILLY,  The  Wheelhouse.  St. 
Marys.  Licensed  Guest  House.  Open  all 
year  round,  good  food  and  comfortable 
surroundings  next  to  the  log  count  venue. 
Tel:  0720  22719.  (BB536) 


151  H C.  COACHING  INN  midwa\  Ross 
Hereford  amidst  gentle  wooded  hills,  two  fields 
Iron)  River  Wye.  A comfortable  and  informal 
place  wtili  proper  emphasis  on  real  food,  real 
ales  and  civilised  prices.  Log  lires.  C.H.  15 
bedrooms  inc.  four  poster,  all  en-suile.  tea 
coffee,  colour  I A ..  Radio.  Hair  Dryers.  Trouser 
Presses  etc.  Egon  Ronav.  Relais  Routier.  L I B. 

I hree  ( Towns.  A A.  and  R.A.t '..  2 Stars.  ( h. inn- 
ing sell  catering  cottages  also  available.  Apple 
the  Green  Man  Inn.  I ownhope,  Hereford  HRI 
I IT'..  I el:  11)15277)  213.  BB470) 

•ORCHARD  HOUSE’,  I hornham.  Norfolk. 
B/B  and  S/C :.  048  526  259.  < BB 1 17) 

NR.  NTH  NEK  RESERVES  Licensed  Guest 
House  run  by  birders  for  birders.  Jean  it  Tone 
Bellars,  Haydn  House.  Avenue  Road.  Hunstan- 
ton. Tel:  331  15.  (BB633) 

CLEY.  3 Qualitv  cottages  (sleep  I.  6 and  6 + 2). 
Quiet.  Comfortable.  I xcelleul  value.  Brochure: 
(0353)710770.  (BB6I8) 

CLEY.  Attractive  house  in  village,  four  bed- 
rooms, large  garden,  garage,  c.h.  Available  all 
year.  Details  from  Mrs  F.  Album,  17  l.yndale 
Avenue,  London  \W2.  Tel:  01-131  2942. 

(BB670) 

ISLES  OF  SCILLY  "Seavievv  Moorings  . St 
Mary  's.  Personal  service  from  resident  prop- 
rietors. Tony  and  Linda.  Overlooking  harbour, 
close  to  quay  and  town — licensed  -in-room  tea 
and  coffee  making  facilities  —extensive  breakfast 
menu — pets  welcome.  Also  ‘ The  Aft  Cabin  our 
own  self-contained  holiday  flat.  SAT.  for  details 
or  telephone  Tom  or  Linda  Dinglev  on  0720 
22327.  (BB677) 

NORFOLK,  CLEY-NEXT-SEA  1 MILE.  Flint 
stones  Guest  House.  Wiveton  Holt.  Full  C H. 
H&C,  tea  coffee  making  lacs.  Col  l\  all  rooms. 
Evening  meal  optional.  Open  nearly  all  year. 
Please  ring  for  brochure.  Sorrv  No  Smoking.  Tel: 
0263  740337.  (BB657) 


PENRITH.  CUMBRIA.  Small,  friendly,  licensed 
private  hotel  run  by  BTO  RSPB  members  with 
library  of  maps  and  books  on  natural  history 
specialising  in  birds.  Ideal  centre  for  Haweswater. 
Solway  and  Geltsdale  Most  bedrooms  en-suite.  all 
with  TV  and  tea  coffee  making  facilities.  B&B  £12- 
16.50.  A A RAC.  E.T.B.  Three  Crowns.  Angela  and 
Ivor  Davies.  Woodland  House  Hotel.  Wordsworth 
Street.  Tel:  0768641 77.  (BB637) 
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SEASON  S GREETINGS 


ISLES  OF  SCILLY,  Mincarlo  Guest  House,  St. 
Mary’s.  Superbly  situated  in  own  grounds  over- 
looking the  harbour.  Write  to:  Colin  Duncan  or 
Tel:  0720  22513.  (BB503) 

WELLS-NEXT-THE-SEA,  NORFOLK.  Warm 
welcome,  B&B,  EM  opt.  Les  Routiers  recom- 
mended. Tel:  0328  7 1 038 1 . ( BB635) 

NORTH  NORFOLK.  Birders  offer.  B.B.  in 
comfortable  home.  Secluded  position  in  2 acres 
near  Fakenham — equidistant  to  all  North  Coast 
Reserves — 0.328  2942.  (BB64) 

SHERINGHAM,  NORFOLK,  comfortable, 
well  equipped  cottage,  150  yards  from  sea  and 
shops.  Sleeps  6.  CH.  Aga.  Garage.  Enel  garden. 
Available  all  year.  Tel:  0263  860531 . (BB647) 

SCILLY  ISLES.  Holiday  flat.  Details  0720 
22935.  (BB651) 

EXMOOR.  Peaceful  s/catering  c/heated  holiday 
homes  in  National  Trust  Village.  Marshes, 
woods  and  moorland — rich  in  birdlife.  Reduced 
spring/autumn  terms.  Open  all  year.  Stamp  to 
Sheila  Wright,  Pack  Horse,  Allerford,  nr  Mine- 
head.  Tel:  0643  862475.  (BB652) 

OLD  HUNSTANTON,  NORFOLK.  Overlook- 
ing the  Wash.  Fully  equipped  holiday  cottages, 
col  TV,  gas  CH.  Close  beach,  available  all  year. 
Mrs  Lindsay,  4 Marks  Road,  Warlingham,  Sur- 
rey CR3  9SH.  Tel:  Upper  Warlingham  (088-32) 
201.3.  (BB626) 

FARM  COTTAGES  between  Holy  Island,  The 
Fames  and  Cheviots.  Comfortable,  well  equip- 
ped. Mrs  Nixon,  Swinhoe,  Belford,  Northumber- 
land. Tel:  066  83  370.  (BB631 ) 

SLAPTON— Well  equipped,  self-contained 
wing/bungalow  in  '/>  acre.  Sleeps  4-6.  Sea  view. 
Beautiful  beaches.  Nature  reserve.  Dartmouth  7 
miles.  Pets  welcome.  From  £75.  Tel:  (0548) 
580952  for  brochure,  SAE  ‘Hillcrest’,  Wood 
Lane,  Slapton,  Kingsbridge,  Devon.  (BB704) 

FARM  COTTAGES  between  Lindisfarne  Re- 
serve and  The  Fames.  Comfortable  and  well 
equipped.  Sorry  no  pets.  Brochure:  Mr  J. 
McNish.  Outchester  Farm,  Belford,  Northum- 
berland. Tel:  066  83  336.  ( BB705) 

EXMOOR  for  country  and  animal  lovers.  Farm- 
house accommodation,  bed  and  breakfast  and 
evening  meal,  or  self-catering  cottage.  Details 
from:  French,  Brendon  Barton,  Lynton,  Devon. 
Tel:  05987  201.  (BB706) 

SIBTON  (NR  MINSMERE),  The  White  Horse 
Inn.  A charming  16th  century  freehouse  in  3 
acres,  en  suite  accommodation  available  in 
modern  block,  bed  & breakfast  or  weekly  rates. 
Ample  car  parking.  CC  location  site.  Bar  snacks 
or  rest,  meals  avail.  Tel:  Peasenhall  337.  (BB685) 


HOLY  ISLAND.  2-bed  house,  sleeps  4/6.  C.H., 
well-equipped.  Tel:  066 1 852345.  (BB686) 

»♦ 

CLEY — 6 miles.  Flint  cottage  sleeps  2.  Cot 
available.  SAE:  Mrs  Hampshire,  Riverbank, 
Hunworth,  Melton  Constable,  Norfolk.  Tel:  Holt 
3891.  (BB397) 

IRELAND 

IRISH  COTTAGE.  Magnificent  situation  on 
Dingle  peninsula,  Kerry.  Sea  and  mountain 
birds,  unspoilt  beaches,  countryside  full  of 
flowers,  quietness.  Mod  cons,  sleeps  4,  £70-£l  10 
weekly  plus  electricity.  Gerrards  Cross  (0753) 
883082.  (BB590) 

SCOTLAND 

ISLE  OF  ISLAY,  Lochside  Hotel.  Situated  on 
the  edge  of  Loch  Indaal.  Birdwatching  all  the 
year  round.  Superb  2 star  accommodation  with 
full  central  heating.  All  rooms  have  private 
bathroom  or  shower  with  wash  hand  basin, 
colour  TV,  radio,  telephone  & tea/coffee  making 
facilities.  Fully  licensed.  Brochure  & tariff  from 
proprietor  Mrs  Eileen  McNab.  Lochside  Hotel, 
Bowmore,  Isle  of  Islay,  Argyll  PA43  7LB.  Tel: 
Bowmore  (049-681 ) 244/265'.  (BB650) 

THE  HOTEL,  Isle  of  Colonsay,  Argyll  PA61 
7YP.  Demi-pension  (Private  bath)  from  £30.00. 
Details,  brochures,  map  (bird  list  on  request). 
Tel:095123l6.  (BB582) 

ISLE  OF  ISLAY.  B&B,  colour  TV,  tea  making 
facilities,  hot/cold  and  central  heating  in  all 
rooms.  Glenview  House,  Portnahaven,  Islay, 
Argyll  PA47  7SL. Tel:  049-686  303.  (BB636) 

ISLAY,  GEESE.  Warm  cottages  sleep  8.  7 or  2. 
Lady  Wilson,  Ancala,  Port  Charlotte.  Tel: 
289.  (BB673) 

GALLOWAY.  Hills,  lochs,  forests  and  sea. 
Speciality,  birds  of  prey  and  waterfowl.  High 
quality  self-catering  houses,  cottages,  flats.  De- 
tails send  30p  stamp  to:  G.  M.  Thomson  & Co, 
27  King  Street.  ( iastle  I louglas.  (BB662) 

NORTH  BERWICK.  Family  run  hotel  with 
warm,  friendly  atmosphere,  comfortable  rooms 
and  home  cooking.  Open  all  year  round.  Over- 
looking Craigleith  Rock  and  within  easy  reach  of 
Bass  Rock,  Fidra  and  Aberlady  nature  reserve. 
Small  groups  welcome  (max  15).  Belhaven 
Hotel,  Westgate,  North  Berwick.  Tel:  0620  257.3 
for  brochure.  (BB602) 


Please  mention 
BRITISH  BIRDS 
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SLE  PUFFINS,  skuas,  seals  and  a lot  more 
Private  boat  takes  you  among  otherwise  inacces- 
sible colonies.  A nature-lover’s  dream.  Full 
board  in  castle,  or  stay  in  self-catering  cottages. 
Send  for  details:  Balfour  Castle,  Shapinsay, 
Orkney.  Tel:  085  67 1 282.  ( BB700) 

ISLE  OF  MULL.  A small  guest  house  and  farm 
in  lovely  countryside  a mile  from  Dervaig  village. 

2 miles  from  coast.  I he  best  of  home  cooking  in 
the  Highland  tradition.  Write  to  Jenny  Matthew, 
Ardrioch,  Dervaig.  Isle  of  Mull,  or  tel:  068  84 
264.  (BB703) 

ISLE  OF  ISLAY,  HEBRIDES,  five  superbly 
equipped  cottages,  open  throughout  year.  Per- 
fect situation  with  views,  minutes  to  charming 
village.  Short  drive  to  R.S.P.B.  reserve  at 
Gruinart.  Brochure:  Mrs  Sarah  Roy,  Lorgba 
Holiday  Cottages,  Port  Charlotte,  Isle  of  Islav, 
Argyll.  Tel:  049  685/208.  (BB694) 

ISLE  OF'  MULL.  A stable  converted  into  2 
warm  comfortable  Hats.  Frachadil  Farm,  Cal- 
gary. Tel:  068  84  265  or  (0573)  24852.  (BB688) 

WALES 

ANGI.ESF1Y.  Superb  beachside  hotel  with  mag- 
nificent views.  Ideal  centre  for  bird  watchers  and 
botanists  in  area  noted  for  its  lakes,  reserves  and 
coastline  of  outstanding  beauty.  Come  to  ‘High- 
ground’  AA/RAC  listed,  licensed,  for  warm 
welcome,  excellent  food  and  accommodation. 
Brochure:  Mrs  Karen  Hayter,  Highground, 
Ravenspoint  Road,  Trearddur  Bay,  Gwynedd 
LL65  2YY.  Tel:  0407  860078.  ( BB649) 

ABERGYNOI.WYN  — bird  watchers  walkers 
paradise.  Peaceful,  scenic  area  ol  Mid  Males. 
Homely  accommodation.  C/H.  H&C,  dogs 
welcome.  RiStB  £7/£8,  F.M  £3.50.  Details  sae. 
Riverside  Guest  House,  Abergynolwyn,  Tywyn, 
Gwynedd.  T el:  0654  77235.  (BB656) 

WALF/S.  Coast  or  countryside,  an  excellent 
selection  of  300  self-catering  farmhouses,  cottages 
and  bungalows.  M ales  Holidays  (RR).  Newtown. 
Pow\  s SYI6  2 A A.  Tel:  (0686)  25267.  ( BB687) 

TREGARON.  Cambrian  Coffee  Shoppe.  Home 
cooking.  BitB.  £8.  Em,  £4.50.  I el:  Mrs  Knight, 
097  14637.  (BB708) 

OVERSEAS 

MAJORCA,  NORTH.  Familiar  Hotel.  Half- 
board. Special  car  hire  rates  in  low  season.  1 el: 
531998‘Oriola'  Pollensa.  (BR154) 

NEGLECTED  S.E.  SPAIN,  interesting  breed- 
ing birds,  migrants.  Small  modern  house,  inex- 
pensive, convenient  airport.  Details,  list.  Tel: 
(0233)628547.  (BB664) 

CAM  ARGUE.  Secluded  holiday  cottage  on 
farm.  Rogers.  Mas  d’Auphan.  la*  Sambuc.  13200 
ARLES,  France  (010.33)  90989041 . (BR692) 
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B1RDWA  TCHING  HO  LI  DA  YS 


DAY  TRIPS  TO  RUTLAND  WATER.  Lon- 
don £17.  Manchester  £18.  Write  for  brochure  to 
Graham  Faithfuil  Activity  Holidays  Ltd.  3/4 
Sheepmarket,  Stamford.  Lines  PF9  2RB.  (BB679 


OVERSEAS  birdwatching  holidays,  examples — 
Full  board  £290  Turkey,  self-catering  £290 
Spain.  M rite  for  brochure  to  Graham  Faithfuil 
Activity  Holidays  Ltd,  3/4  The  Sheepmarket, 
Stamford,  Lines  PF.9  2RB.  ( BB680) 

SKOKHOLME/SKOMER  ISLANDS,  PEM- 
BROKESHIRE. Thousands  of  seabirds,  carpets 
of  flowers.  Some  courses.  S.a.e.  Dept  BB, 
WWNTC,  7 Market  Street,  Haverfordwest, 
Dvled  SA6  I INI  . lei:  Haverfordwest  (0437) 
5462.  (BBI1I) 


NATURAL  BREAK  HOLIDAYS 

(A  Division  of  Algarve  Hirdu  atch  Lid.) 
Spring  '89  guided  birdwatching  tours. 
Algarve,  Portugal  9th- 1 Fit h April,  I6th-23rd 
April.  Write  to:  32  Coronation  Road.  Map- 
perley,  Nottingham  NG3  5JS  or  telephone 
0602602587.  (BB642) 


MIGRATE  TO  FAIR  ISLE  this  tear!  Midwax 
between  Orkney  and  Shetland  this  beautiful 
rugged  island  offers  a relaxing  widlife  holiday  for 
all  the  family.  Enjoy  comfortable  full  board 
accommodation  and  explore  the  island's  magni- 
ficent cliff  scenery,  fine  seabird  colonies,  migrant 
birds,  flora,  knitwear  and  fascinating  island  life. 
For  details  bookings  write  (sael:  Booking  Dept 
(C).  Fair  Isle  Bird  Observatory.  Fair  Isle.  Shet- 
land, or  tel:  035  12  258.  (BB689) 


West 
Cornwall 

Week  long  guided  tours  between  the  I i/ard  and 
Land's  F.nd  Peninsulas  to  studs  late  winter  and 
spring  migrants.  Small  countryside  hotel  providing 
full  board,  packed  lunches,  guide,  transport,  slide 
lectures. 

For  free  brochure  contact:  Ross  on  Lourdes,  c o 
Ch\ raise  Lodge  Hotel.  Millpool.  Goldsithney.  Nr 
Penzance.  Cornwall  TR20  9JI).  Tel:  t073th  784483. 

(BB698) 


SPECIAL  OVERSEAS  birdwatching  holidays 
for  the  elderly.  Relaxed  style  and  extra  staff. 
Write  for  full  brochure  and  state  'Tours  for  the 
Elderly',  to  Graham  Faithfuil  Activity  Holidays 
Ltd,  3/4  The  Sheepmarket.  Stamford,  Lines  PF/9 
2RB.  (BB68I ) 
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SEASON’S  GREETINGS 


SPAIN 

Mancha  8c  Central  Sierras 
Donana  8c  South-West 
Pyrenees  8c  Ebro  Delta 
April,  May,  June  1989 

'loin  Gullick  lives  in  Spain.  He  will 
show  you  the  rarest  birds  in  the  most 
beautiful  and  remote  areas.  Expect  to 
see  5 different  eagles,  3 vultures,  2 
bustards,  2 sandgrouse,  White-headed 
Duck,  Gallinule,  Eagle  Owl,  Black 
Stork,  with  many  ducks,  waders  and 
passerines  on  spring  migration.  Also 
Lammergeier,  Wallcreeper,  Dupont’s 
Lark,  Alpine  Accentor,  Black  Wood- 
pecker on  new  Pyrenees  Tour.  1 1 & 8 
day  tours  for  3-4  persons  only,  by 
Range  Rover.  1 1 years  and  over  1,000 
days  of  field  experience  in  Spain. 

Tom  Gullick,  c/o  Mrs  M.  Parker, 

5 Tile  Barn  Close,  Farnborough, 
Hants.  GUI  4 8LS.  Tel:  0252  547213. 

(BB616) 


UIST  WILDLIFE  HOLIDAYS.  We  organise 
interesting  and  exciting  holidays  in  the  Hebri- 
des. Discover  the  rich  wildlife  of  List,  sail  to 
islands  of  the  Inner  Hebrides  or  come  and 
explore  St  Kilda.  Uist  Wildlife  Holidays,  Old 
School,  Lochcarnan,  South  Uist,  Outer  Hebri- 
des. Tel:  (08704)  278.  (BB691 ) 


KENYA  Birdwatching/Wildlife  Safaris.  8th  Sep- 
tember: Masai  Mara,  Samburu  Rift  Valley 
Lakes.  22nd  September  Tsavo,  Amboseli,  Indian 
Ocean.  2 weeks  all  inch  £1,125.  Adventure 
Africa,  The  Square,  Ramsbury,  Wilts,  l ei:  0672 
20569.  (BB693) 


WEST  OF  IRELAND.  Wildlife  holidays,  natural 
history  courses,  field  studies  facilities  for  individuals 
and  small  groups.  Good  food  and  comfortable 
accommodation  overlooking  Connemara  mountains 
and  Lough  Corrib.  Guided  tours  to  Connemara,  the 
Burren  and  the  Cliffs  of  Moher.  Contact  Dr  Tony 
Whilde,  Corrib  Conservation  Centre,  Ardnasillagh, 
Oughterard,  Co.  Galway.  (BB426) 


PEN  FRIENDS 


Visiting  AUSTRALIA? 

Coming  to  Sydney  on  holidays  or  business? 
Guided  day  and  half-day  trips  for 
birdwatchers.  Specialising  in  individuals 
and  small  groups.  If  you  have  special 
needs  then  let  us  know.  Enquiries  to: 

Mr  R.  L.  Morrow 
Babbler  Bird  Excursions 
2 Wentworth  St,  Randwick  2031 

NSW,  Australia  (BB690I 


“HELLO  . . . Are  there  any  birdwatchers  who'd 
like  to  write  to  a Finnish  birder.  Then  please 
write  to  me.  I am  an  18  year  old  boy  and  I’ve 
been  watching  birds  for  over  10  years.  I am 
hoping  to  make  a bird  trip  to  your  country  soon 
and  I need  some  knowledge  of  British  Birds.  I 
promise  to  answer  all  letters  sent  to  me.  Mika 
Asikainen,  Pyrytie  1,  45120  Kouvola,  Finland. 

(BB697) 


BIRD  REPORTS 


EILAT 

March  1989 
From  £312 

The  next  great  Sunbirder  event.  Be  there! 

Includes  4-star  hotel  B&B;  Information  Pack; 

evening  get-together  and  Log. 

Group  discount.  Optional  minibus  excursions; 
cheap  car-hire. 

100%  rated  “highly  successful”  by  1988  group. 
Details  from: 

SUNBIRDER,  Box  76C,  Sandy,  Beds  SG19  IDF 
Telephone:  0767  82969  (24  hrs)  (BB663)  J 


WILDLIFE  HOLIDA  YS 


‘BIRDS  IN  CORNWALL  1987’,  £3.50  post  free 
from  Stanley  Christophers,  5 Newquay  Road,  St 
Columb,  Cornwall  TR9  6RW.  (BB638) 

WILTSHIRE  BIRD  REPORT  1987,  £2.30  inc 
p&p  from  N.  Pleass,  13  Westbrook  Road, 
Swindon,  W ilts  SN2  1PA.  Back  issues  also 
available.  (BB696) 

DEVON  BIRD  REPORT  1987,  £3.50  post  paid 
from  A.  W.  G.  John,  Brook  Cottage,  Sampford 
Spiney,  Yelverton.  Devon  PL20  7QX.  (BB695) 


BOOKS 


BIRDWATCHING  IN  CRETE  Enlarged  2nd 
edition.  £2.95  inc.  p.  & p.  Stephanie  Coghlan,  25 
Thorpe  Lane,  Huddersfield,  W.  Yorks.  HD5 
8TA.  (BB682) 
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PERU — ‘Birdtour  Peru’  wants  two  more  to  join 
small  group  in  February.  19  days  £1,750  all 
inclusive.  Tel:  0507  82887 1-600606.  (BB701) 


TO  ALL  OUR  ADVERTISERS 


BOOKS  ON  BIRDS,  MAMMALS,  ETC., 
BOUGHT  & SOLD.  Also  Field  Sports,  Big 
Game,  Travel,  Science,  the  Arts,  etc.  Catalogues 
issued.  David  Grayling,  Crosby  Ravensworth, 
Penrith,  Cumbria  CA10  3JP.  09315  282. 

(BB6I4) 


HENRY  SOTHERAN  LTD 

t /teuton's  leading  ornithological  hook  stockists 

Catalogue  now  available. 

NEW  specialist  natural  history  bookshop, 
now  open,  containing  our  full  range  of 
bird  books  and  reports, 
plus  a comprehensive  selection  of  other 
natural  history  titles 
(new  and  secondhand) 

HENRY  SOTHERAN  LTD 
2 Princes  Arcade,  Piccadilly, 
London  SW1Y  6DS 
Telephone:  01-439  6151 


( 8BtiK4) 


NATURAL  HISTORY  BOOKS.  Secondhand 
and  new,  bought  and  sold.  Catalogues:  ).  E. 
Oliver,  Malt  Cottage,  Croft  Yard,  Wells,  Nor- 
folk. (BB683) 


The  original 

BIRDWATCHERS 
LOGBOOK 

The  most  concise  way  to  record  your 
observations.  Monthly,  annual  and  life 
columns  for  762  species,  plus  159 
diary  pages.  Send  £5.50  to: 

Coxton  Publications,  _ 

Eastwood,  Beverley  Rd,  Walkington,  § 
Beverley,  N.  Humberside  HU17  8RP  § 


‘BIRD  BOOKS’.  Good  secondhand  books 
bought  and  sold.  Free  catalogue  from,  and  offers 
to  Briant  Books,  94  Quarry  Lane,  Kelsall. 
Tarporley,  Cheshire  CW6  ONJ.  Tel:  0829  51804. 

(BB648) 


SCOT  I ISH  ORNI I HOI.OG IS  I S'  CLUB 
THE  BIRD  BOOKSHOP 
1 .000  titles  in  stock  * Credit  Cards  welcome 
Free  comprehensive  catalogue  from: 

I he  Bird  Bookshop 

21  Regent  Terrace.  Edinburgh  F.H7  5BT 

lei:  031-556  6042  (anytime)  ( BB655) 


ORNITHOLIDA YS  GUIDES  in  the  l et  s 

look  at  . . .'  series,  Majorca,  SW  Spain.  The 
Camargue,  Montenegro,  Ethiopia,  Eastern 
Austria,  South  Morocco,  North  East  Greece. 
V ancouver  and  The  Rookies,  Sri  Lanka.  Lapland 
and  Arctic  Norway.  The  Gambia,  North  West 
I urkev  and  Northern  India,  £3.00  per  copy  and 
Australia  £3.50  per  copy.  Ornitholidays,  1-3 
Victoria  Drive,  Bognor  Regis.  Sussex  P021 
2PW.  (BB707) 

RARE  AND  SECONDHAND  books  on  birds, 
natural  history,  gardening  and  lield  sports 
bought  and  sold.  Peter  Blest,  Wateringbury, 
Maidstone,  Kent.  Tel:  0622  812940.  t BB 198) 

FINE  AND  SECONDHAND  BOOKS  on 
ornithology  and  natural  history.  Catalogue  from 
Pandion  Books,  Carr  Close,  Rainton,  Thirsk 
YQ7  3PS.  (BB643) 


FOR  SALE 


DRAWINGS  & PHOTOGRAPHS 
FROM  'BB'.  Many  of  the  original 
bird-drawings  and  prints  of  the  bird- 
photographs  published  in  British  Birds 
can  be  purchased.  Letters  containing 
enquiries  or  offers  will  be  forwarded  if 
addressed  to  the  named  individual 
artist  or  photographer,  c/o  Fountains, 
Park  Lane.  Blunham,  Bedford  MK44 
3NJ.  (BB613) 


Authorised  U.K.  Dealer  for 

Tele  Vue 

“Tops  in  the  Field” 

TELESCOPES  AND  EYEPIECES 

Even  Better  Than  You  Imagined! 

Send  £2.00  (refundable  with  order)  for  colour 
literature  on  the  finest  range  of  telescopes  avail- 
able. With  patented  Plossis,  Wide-Field,  and 
Nagler  eyepieces.  Surely  the  world's  finest. 
Superb  observation  binoculars  now  available. 

139  Dean  House,  Eastfield  Avenue,  Walker, 
(D431)  Newcastle  upon  Tyne  NE6  4UU 


Telephone:  091  263  8826 


XXIX 


SEASON  S GREETINGS 


PARABOLIC  REFLECTOR  specially  de- 
signed for  recording  birdsong.  Hand  or  tripod 
mounting.  £30  incl  p&p.  SAE  details,  Richard 
Margoschis,  80  Mancetter  Road.  Atherstone 
CV9  1NH.  (BB672) 

BIRD  JOURNAL  BACKNUMBERS  SUP- 
PLIED. (BB.  Bird  Study,  County  Reports,  etc.), 
David  Morgan,  Whitmore,  Umberleigh,  Devon. 

(BB653) 


ZEISS  WEST,  8 x 50B,  10  x 50  Series  25,  as 
new,  cheap!  Tel:  0326  74865.  (BB640) 


WANTED 


B.W.P.  Any  or  all  of  Vols.  1-5.  Tel:  0633  49  587 
after  6th  Dec.  (BB702) 


THE  AUTHENTIC  BIRDWATCHING  GAME 

• A game  for  experts  or  beginners 

• All  ages  from  7 upwards 

• Fun  • Competitive  • Educational 

# Recommended  by  experienced  birdwatchers 

• Superb  original  bird  illustrations  by  Philip  Snow 

• Over  500  full  colour  birdcards 

• Recreates  a 24  hour  bird  race  in  your  own  home 

• Fast  moving  race  against  time  •The  ideal  gift 


Please  send  me  games  @ £2775  each  including  U K p&p 

To:  name  __ 

address  


Please  make  cheques/postal  orders  payable  to  Bill  Oddie's  Great  Bird 
Race  Game'  Telephone  orders  welcome:  021  328  2793 
Send  orders  to  Bill  Oddie's  Great  Bird  Race  Game', 

Bamar  Works.  180  Aston  Hall  Road.  Aston  Birmingham,  B6  7LD 
Please  allow  28  days  for  delivery 


(D405) 


OPTOLYTH 

Choice  of  connoisseurs 


The  excellence  of  optical  design  and  construction  engineered 
into  this  instrument,  provide  the  user  with  a unique  neutral 
image,  exquisite  natural  colours,  superb  contrast  and  definition. 
Full  field  for  spectacle  wearers.  Black  rubber  armoured, 
compact  and  lightweight.  Close  focus  to  approx.  5m. 


For  the  full  range  of  Optolyth  products;  including  the 
8 x 32  BGA  & 7 x 42  BGA  touring,  telescopes  and 
highly  acclaimed  Alpin  binoculars,  please  phone  or  write 
to  Sole  importers. 

OPTICRON.  PO  Box  81,  St.  Albans,  Herts,  AL1  3 NT. 
Tel:  (0727)  56516 


MADE  IN  GERMANY 


10  X 40  BGA 

TOURING 


(D435) 
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613  The  bird  population  of  Great  Britain  E.  M.  Nicholson 
624  Mystery  photographs  138  Black-eared  VVheatear  Peter  Clement 
630  Co-operative  breeding  by  I^ong-tailed  Tits  Dr  N.  W.  Glen  and  Dr  C.  M.  Perrins 
Notes 

641  Fulmar  attempting  to  take  young  Raven  from  nest  P.  Davey 

641  Moorhen  and  Black-headed  Gull  apparently  laying  in  same  nest  Gareth  Jones 

643  Distraction  display  by  Turnstone  near  Oystercatcher  chicks  in  mainland  Scotland  N.  Picozzi 

644  Spotted  Sandpiper  feeding  with  Chaffinches  among  beech  mast  Christopher  J.  Wilson 

644  Mutual  contact  by  roosting  Dippers  Dr  Stephanie  J.  Tyler  and  DrS.J.  Ormerod 

645  Field  characters  of  Eastern  Pied  and  Hume’s  Wheatears  C.  D.  R.  Heard 

645  Identification  of  Pallas’s  Grasshopper  Warbler  Kevin  Baker 

646  Aberrant  song  of  Wood  Warbler  in  presence  of  Cuckoo  Vic  Ijewis 

647  Calls  of  Willow  Warbler  David  .4.  Christie 

648  Unusual  alarm  call  of  Willow  Warbler  John  C.  Sutherby 

648  Blue  Tits  with  various  bill  deformities  Geoffrey  T.  Newton 

649  Treecreeper  foraging  on  treated  larch  fence  K.  Peter 

Letters 

650  The  identity  of ‘Mystery  photograph  97’  K.  II.  Gillham 
652  The  Feral  Rock  Dove  Rupert  Hastings 

652  Beware  Mongolian  Dark  David  Fisher 

653  Mongolian  and  White-winged  I .arks  S.  C.  Madge 

654  Ageing  and  moult  of  Oriental  Skylark  Dr  Kenneth  C.  Parkes 

654  Identification  of  Oriental  Skylark  John  l/eadon 

655  Calls  of  Biyth’s  Pipit  Per  Alstrdm  ami  Krister  Mild 

655  Identification  of  black-headed  Yellow  Wagtails  Ixirs  Svensson 

656  Taxonomy  of  Yellow-browed  Warblers  Per  Alstrvm  and  Urban  Olsson 

657  Reverse  migration  Michael  J.  F.arp 

657  The  Magpie:  sorrow  or  joy?  David  M.  Wilkinson 

658  Judging  distances  /.  R.  Clarkson 

659  Suggested  changes  to  the  English  names  of  some  Western  Palearctic  birds  /.  B.  Kemp ; R.  P I).  Munns 

660  August  reports  Ian  Dawson  and  Keith  Allsopp 

665  Monthly  marathon 

666  Seventy-five  years  ago  . . . 

Reviews 

667  ‘A  Field  Guide  to  the  Waders  of  Britain  and  Europe  with  North  Africa  and  the  Middle  East’  by  Peter  Colston  and  Philip  Burton 
Brown 

667  ‘The  Birds  of  Africa’  vol.  Ill,  edited  by  C.  Hilary  Fry,  Stuart  Keith  and  Emil  K.  Urban  Dr  J.  T.  R.  Sharrock 

668  ‘Where  to  Watch  Birds  in  Somerset,  Avon,  Gloucestershire  & Wiltshire’  by  Ken  Hall  and  John  Govett  Dr  M.  A.  Ogilvie 

669  ‘Where  to  Watch  Birds  in  the  West  Midlands’  by  Graham  Harrison  and  Jack  Sankev  Bill  Oddie 

669  ‘The  Pheasant’  by  David  Hill  and  Peter  Robertson  Dr  J.  T.  R.  Sharrock 

670  ‘The  Natural  History  of  Bardsey’  by  Peter  Hope  Jones  Dr  J.  T.  R.  Sharrock 

670  ‘The  Quails.  Partridges,  and  Francolins  of  the  World’  by  Paul  A.  Johnsgard  Dr  J.  T.  R.  Sharrock 

670  ‘Soviet  Bird  Songs’  by  Krister  Mild  Nigel  Redman 

671  ‘Reader’s  Digest  Complete  Book  of  Australian  Birds’  2nd  edition  DrJ.  T.  R.  Sharrock 

672  ‘Tetrad  Atlas  of  the  Breeding  Birds  of  Devon’  compiled  by  H.  P.  Sitters  DrJ.  T.  R.  Sharrock 

672  ‘Where  to  Watch  Birds  in  Kent,  Surrey  & Sussex’  by  Don  Taylor,  Jeffery  Wheatley  and  Tony  Prater  David  Tomlinson 

673  ‘A  Synopsis  of  the  Avifauna  of  China’  by  Cheng  Tso-Hsin  DrJ.  T.  R.  Sharrock 

673  ‘The  Gwent  Atlas  of  Breeding  Birds’  by  Stephanie  Tyler,  Jerry  Lewis,  Al  Venables  and  John  Walton  Dr  J.  T.  R.  Sharrock 

674  Short  reviews  Dr  J.  T.  R.  Sharrock 

678  Birdcraft  / Trail-walking  Philip  D.  Round  and  Dr  J.  T.  R.  Sharrock 

680  Diary  dates  Mrs  Sheila  D.  Cobban 

682  Announcements 
Requests 

683  Plumages  of  gannets  FA  Mackrill 

683  Slender-billed  Curlew  surveys  Adam  Gretton 

684  Records  of  Moroccan  birds  Michel  Thh'enot 

684  Snow-field  feeding  by  birds  Dr  Tony  Fox 

684  News  and  comment  Robin  Prylherch  and  Mike  Everett 

685  If  the  caption  fits  . . . 

686  Recent  reports  Dr  Mark  Boyd 

686  Corrections 

686  Coming  soon  . . . 

Line-drawings:  613  Grey  Herons  (D.  .4.  Thelwell );  630  Long-tailed  Tits  (Alan  Harris );  660  Curlew  Sandpipers  (Rod  Powley)\  661  Spoonbill 
Jones);  662  Bridled  Tern  Jeff  l/iggott),  and  Woodchat  Shrike  (/.  P.  P.  Wilczur );  663  Least  Sandpiper  (/.  P.  P.  Wilczur):  678  Birdcraft  logo  ( 
Everett) 

Front  cover:  Red-legged  Partridges  ( Robert  Gillmor):  the  original  drawing  of  this  month's  cover  design,  measuring  18.6  x 20.8  cm,  is  for  salt 
postal  auction  (see  page  31  in  January  issue  for  procedure) 


